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ANNUAL  REPORTS 


THE  NAVY  DEPARTMENT 


THE    YEAR    1898. 


APPENDIX  TO  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE 
BUREAU  OF  NAVIGATION. 


Ni.VT  Department, 

BuEEATT  OP  Navigation, 
Washington,  D,  0.,  December  1, 1898. 

The  following  reports  and  papers,  forming  an  appendix  to  the  report 
of  the  Bnreau  for  the  year  and  relating  to  the  operations  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  and  covering  as  well  important  operations  of  the  Depart- 
ment before,  daring,  and  after  the  war,  have  been  collected,  arranged, 
and  edited  by  Ensign  H.  H.  "Ward,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau. 

The  nature  of  these  papers,  coming  from  many  different  sources, 
reporting  various  operations,  and  covering  irregular  periods  of  time, 
makes  it  impossible  to  arrange  them  so  that  they  will  form  a  continuous 
narrative.  An  attempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  group  them,  so  that 
by  consulting  the  table  of  contents  information  in  regard  to  any  general 
subject  may  readily  be  found. 

The  general  headings  under  which  the  reports  are  arranged  are 
mainly  as  follows : 

The  voyage  of  the  Oregon. 

The  operations  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  including  the  occupation  of 
the  Ladrone  Islands,  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron  under 
Bear- Admiral  Montojo,  the  occupation  of  Cavite,  and  the  fall  of  Manila. 

The  operations  of  the  blockading  forces  around  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico, 
and  the  engagements  incidental  thereto,  but  not  including  the  bom- 
bardment of  San  Juan. 

The  operations  leading  to  the  destruction  of  Bear- Admiral  Oervera's 
squadron  and  the  destruction  of  that  force. 

The  operations  of  the  Navy  around  Cuba  and  Porto  Eico  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Army  and  in  convoying  and  landing  troops. 

The  matter  coming  under  these  various  heads  has  been  preceded  in 
each  case  by  such  important  preliminary  orders  as  were  issued  by  the 
Navy  Department,  and  has  been  followed  by  authentic  reports  from 
outside  sources,  such  as  Admiral  Montojo's  report  of  the  battle  at 
Cavite,  and  by  reports  showing  the  effects  of  gun  fire,  and  other  reports 
of  contributory  interest. 

Although  an  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  for  this  appendix 
every  report  of  importance,  it  is  known  that  many  have  been  omitted. 
The  Bureau,  therefore,  requests  that  officers  will  carefully  examine 
these  pages  and  will  report  such  omissions,  furnishing  copies  of  the 
omitted  reports,  or  giving  such  information  as  will  enable  the  Bureau 
to  obtain  such  copies. 

A,  S.  Oeowinshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
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U.  S.  S.  MAINE,  1st  RATE,  BLOWN  UP  IN  HAVANA  HARBOR 
FEBRUARY  15, 1898. 


(1)  LIST  OP  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  KILLED  OE  DROWNED, 

AND  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  SAVED. 

(2)  FINDINGS  OF  UNITED  STATES  AND  SPANISH  NAVAL 

COURTS  OF  INQUIRY. 


U.  S.  S.  MAINE,  1st  RATE,  BLOWN  UP  IN  HAVANA  HARBOR, 
FEBRUARY  15,  1898. 

(1)  LIST  OF  OFFICEES  AND  MEN  KILLED  OR  DROWNED 
AND  OF  OFFICERS  AND  MEN  SAVED. 


[Headings  in  small  type  in  brackets  fonnd  thronghont  this  Tolnme  can  not  be  depended  npon  to 
indicate  all  of  the  ooi^tent«  of  matter  following  them.] 

U.  S.  S.  MAINE,  1st  BATE,  BLOWN  UP  IN  HAVANA  HABBOE,  FEB- 

BUABT  16, 1898. 

List  of  officers,  tailort,  and  marines  on  hoard  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine,  who  were  killed  or 
drotvned  when  that  vessel  was  wreaked  in  the  harior  of  Havana,  February  IS,  189S, 
or  who  subsequently  died  of  their  injuries. 

[The  men  marked  with  an  asteriak  (*)  died  enbaeqaently  of  injuries  received  when  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine 

was  destroyed.] 

OFFIGBItS. 

Jenkins,  Friend  W.,  lieutenant. 
Meriitt,  Darwin  R.,  assistaDt  engineer. 


Adams,  John  T.,  coal  passer. 

Aitken,  James  P.,  boatswain's  mate,  first 
class. 

Anderson,  Jolin,  boatswain's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 

Andersen,  Holm  A.,  coal  passer. 

Anderson,  Charles,  landsman. 

Anderson,  Gnstav  A.,  seaman. 

Anderson,  John,  seaman. 

Anderson,  Axel  C,  seaman. 

Andrews,  Frank,  ordinary  seaman. 

Antindsen,  Abraham,  cockswain. 

Anglund,  Bernliard,  blacksmith. 

Anchenbach,     Harry,    fireman,    second 


Barry,  John  P.,  apprentice,  first  class. 

Barry,  Lewis  L.,  coal  passer. 

Banm,  Henry  S.,  landsman. 

Becker,  Jakob,  chief  machinist. 

Bell,  John  E.,  cabin  steward. 

Blomberg,  Fred,  landsman. 

Bookbinder,  John,  apprentice,  second 
class. 

Boll,  Fritz,  bayman. 

Bonner,  Leon,  seaman. 

Brinkman,  Heinrich,  seaman. 

Brofeldt,  Arthur,  chief  gunner's  mate. 

BruDB,  Adolph  C.,  quartermaster,  third 
class. 

Bums,  Edward,  coal  passer. 

Burkhardt,  Robert,  quartermaster,  sec- 
ond class. 

Butler,  Frederick  F.,  machinist,  second 
class. 

Boyle,  James,  quartermaster,  first  class. 

Clarke,  James  C.,  shipwright. 

Caine,  Thomas,  blacksmith. 

Cameron,  Walter,  seaman. 

Carr,  Herbert  M.,  gunner's  mate,  second 
class. 

Carulfield,  William  R.  B.,  landsman. 

Chingi^  Suke,  mess  attendant. 

Christiansen,  Charles  A.,  fireman,  first 
class. 

Clark,  Thomas,  coal  passer. 

Cochrane,  Michael,  fireman,  first  class. 


Cole,  Thomas  M.,  bayman. 
Coleman,  William,  ordinary  seaman. 
Coleman,  William,  fireman,  second  class. 
Conroy,  Anthony,  coal  passer. 
Cosgrove,  William,  fireman,  second  class. 
Cnrran,  Charles,  cockswain. 
Dahlman,  Berger,  seaman. 
Dennig,  Charles,  seaman. 
Donoughy,  William,  ordinary  seaman. 
Drury,  James,  fireman,  first  class. 
Edler,  George,  seaman. 
Eiermann,  Charles  F.  W.,  gunner's  mate, 
first  cIbss. 

*  Erikson,  Andrew  V.,  seaman. 
Etta,  John  P.,  seaman. 
Evensen,  Karl,  seaman. 

Fadde,  Charles  F.  J.,  apprentice,  first 
class. 

Falk,  Rudolph,  oiler. 

Faubel,  Georsje  D.,  chief  machinist. 

Fewer,  William  J.,  boatswain's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 

Finch,  Trubie,  apprentice,  first  class. 

*  Fisher,  Frank,  ordinary  seaman. 
Fisher,  Alfred  ,J.,  oiler. 

Flaherty,  Michael,  fireman,  first  class. 

Fleishman,  Lewis  M.,  seaman. 

Plynu,  Patrick,  fireman,  second  class. 

Fougere,  John,  coal  passer. 

Fountain,  Bartley,  boatswain's  mate,  first 

class. 
Frank,  Charles,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Furlong,  James  F.,  coal  passer. 
Gaflfney,  Patrick,  fireman,  first  class. 
Gardner,  Frank,  coal  passer. 
Gardner,  Thomas  J.,  chief  yeoman. 
Gorman,  William  H.,  ordinary  seaman. 
Gordon,  Joseph  F.,  fireman,  first  class. 
Graham,  James  A.,  chief  yeoman. 
Graham,  Edward  P.,  coal  passer. 
Grady,  Patrick,  coal  passer. 
Greer,  William  A.,  apprentice,  first  class. 
GrifBn,  Michael,  fireman,  second  class. 
Gross,  Henry,  landsman. 
Grupp,  Reinhardt,  coal  passer. 
Hallberg,  John  A.,  oiler. 
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Hamburger,  William,  landsman. 

Hamilton,  Charles  A.,  apprentice,  first 
class. 

Hamilton,  John,  chief  carpenter's  mate. 

Hanrahan,  William  C,  cockswain. 

Harris,  Edward,  water  tender. 

Harris,  Millard  F.,  quartermaster,  third 
class. 

Harley,  Daniel  O'C,  fireman,8econd  class. 

Harty,  Thomas  J.,  coal  passer. 

Hassell,  Charles  F.,  gunner's  mate,  third 
class. 

Hauck,  Charles,  landsman. 

Hawkins,  Howard  B.,  ordinary  seaman. 

Hennekes,  Albert  B.,  gunner's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 

Herriman,  Benjamin  H.,  apprentice,  first 


*Holzer,  Frederick  C,  ordinary  seaman. 
Holm,  Gustav,  boatswain's  mate,  second 
class. 

*  Holland,  Alfred  J.,  cockswain. 
Horn,  William  J.,  fireman,  first  class. 
Hough,  William  L.,  landsman. 
Hughes,  Patrick,  fireman,  first  class. 
Ishida,  Otogiro,  steerage  cook. 
Johansen,  Peter  C,  seaman. 
Johnson,  Charles,  ordinary  seaman. 
Johnson,  John  W.,  landsman. 
Johnsson,  Peter,  oiler. 

Johnson,  George,  coal  passer. 
Jones,  Thomas  J.,  coal  passer. 

*  Jeotson,  Harry,  seaman. 

Jencks,   Carlton,   gunner's    mate,  third 

class. 
Jernee,  Fred,  coal  passer. 
Jiist,  Charles  P.,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Kane,  Michael,  coal  passer. 
Kay,  John  A.,  machinist,  first  class. 
Kelly,  Hugh,  coal  passer. 
Kelly,  John,  coal  passer. 
Keskull,  Alexander,  seaman. 
Keys,  Harry  J.,  ordinary  sea    an. 
Kihlstrom,  Fritz,  ordinary  seaman. 
Kinsey,  Frederick  E.,  machinist,  second 

class. 
Kinsella,  Thomas  F.,  machinist,  second 

class. 
Kitagata,  Yukichi,  warrant  ofScers"  coot. 
Kniese,  Frederick    H.,   machinist,    first 

class. 
•Koebler,  George  W.,   apprentice,   first 

class. 
Kranyak,  Charles,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Kruse,  Hugo,  painter. 
Laird,    Charles,     master-at-arms,    third 

class. 
Lambert,  William,  fireman,  second  class. 
Lancaster,  Luther,  boatswain's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 
Lapierre,  George,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Lawler,  Edward,  coal  passer. 
League,  James  M.,  chief  yeoman. 
Lee,  William  J.,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Leene,  Daniel,  coal  passer. 
Lees,  Samuel,  ordinary  seaman. 
Leupold,  Gustav,  fireman,  second  class. 
Lewis,  John  B.,  water  tender. 
Lewis,  Daniel,  oiler. 
Lieber,  George,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Lorenzen,  Jorgen  J.,  oiler. 


Louden,  James  W.,  apprentice,  second 

LoweUJ  Clarence  E.,  ordinary  seamau. 
Lund,  William,  cockswain. 
Lydon,  John  T.,  ordinary  seaman. 
Lynch,  Matthew,  coal  passer. 
Lynch,  Bernard,  fireman,  first  class. 
Malone,  Michael,  fireman,  second  class. 
Marshall,  John  E.,  landsman. 
Marsden,  Benjamin  L.,  apprentice,  first 

class. 
MartensBon,  Johan,  gunner's  mate,  third 

class. 
Mason,  James  H.,  landsman. 
Matiasen,  Carl,  seaman. 
Matza,  John,  coal  passer. 
Meilstrup,  Elmer  M.,  ordinary  seaman. 
Merz,  John,  landsman. 
Mero,  Eldon  H.,  chief  machinist. 
Miller,  George,  seaman. 
Miller,  William  S.,  apprentice,  second 

class. 
Mobles,  George,  cockswain. 
Moore,  Edward  H.,  coal  passer. 
Monfort,  William,  landsman. 
Moss,  Gerhard  C,  machinist,  first  class. 
Moss,  John  H.,  landsman. 
Mudd,  Noble  T.,  seaman. 
Murphy,  Cornelius,  oiler. 
McGonigle,  Hugh,  fireman,  second  class. 
McManus,  John  J.,  fireman,  second  class. 
McNiece,  Francis  J.,  coal  passer. 
Nielsen,  Sophus,  cockswain. 
Nielsen,  John  C,  seaman. 
Nolan,  Charles  M.,  gunner's  mate,  third 

class. 
Noble,  William,  fireman,  second  class. 
Nagamine,  Tomekichi,  mess  attendant. 
Ohye,  Mas,  mess  attendant. 
Ording,  GustavC,  carpenter's  mate,  third 

class. 
O'Connor,  James,  chief  boatswain's  mate. 
O'Hagan,   Thomas  J.,   apprentice,   first 

class. 
O'Neill,  Patrick,  fireman,  second  class. 
O'Eegan,  Henry  H.,  water  tender. 
Paige,  Frederick,  landsman. 
Palmgren,  John,  seaman. 
Perry,  Robert,  mess  attendant. 
Phillips,   Francis    C,    apprentice,    first 

class. 
Pinkney,  James,  mess  attendant. 
Porter,  j'^ohn,  coal  passer. 
Powers,  John,  oiler. 
Price,  Daniel,  fireman,  first  class. 
Quigley,  Thomas  J.,  plumber  and  fitter. 
Quinn,  Charles  P.,  oiler. 
Eeilly,  Joseph,  fireman,  first  class. 
Eieger,  William  A.,  gunner's  mate,  first 

class. 
Rising,  Newell,  coal  passer. 
Robinson,  William,  landsman. 
Eoos,  Peter,  sailmaker. 
Rush  worth,  William,  chief  machinist. 
Saff'ord,  Clarence  E.,  gunner's  mate,  first 

class. 
Salmin,  Michael  E.,  ordinary  seaman. 
Schroeder,  August,  ordinary  seaman. 
Scott,  Charles  A.,  carpenter's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 
Scully,  Joseph,  boiler  maker. 
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Seery,  Joseph,  fireman,  first  class. 
Sellers,  AValter  S.,  apothecary. 
Shea,  Patrick  J.,  fireman,  first  class. 
Shea,  Thomas,  landsman. 
Shea,  John  J.,  coal  passer. 
Sheridan,  Owen,  fireman,  second  class, 
Shillington,  John  H.,  yeoman,  third  class. 
Simmons,  Alfred,  coal  passer 
•Smith,  Carl  A.,  seaman. 
Smith,  Nicholas  J.,  apprentice,  first  class. 
Stevenson,  Nicholas,  seaman. 
Sugisaki,  Isa,  wardroom  steward. 
Sutton,  Frank,  fireman,  second  class. 
Suzuki,  Kashitara,  mess  attendant. 
Talhot,  Frank  C,  landsman. 
Tehan,  Daniel  J,,  coal  passer. 
Thompson,  George,  landsman. 


Tigges,  Frank  B.,  coppersmith, 
Tinsman,  William  H.,  landsman. 
Todoresco,     Constantin,     fireman,    first 

class. 
Troy,  Thomas,  coal  passer. 
Tuohey,  Martin,  coal  passer. 
Walsh,  Joseph  F.,  cockswain. 
Wallace,  John,  ordinary  seaman, 
Warren,  John,  fireman,  second  claas. 
White,  Charles  O.,  chief  master-at-arms. 
Whiten,  George,  seaman. 
White,  Rohert,  mess  attendant. 
Wickstrom,  Johan  E.,  seaman. 
Wilson,  Alhert,  seaman. 
Wilson,  Robert,  chief  quartermaster. 
Wilbur,  George  W., apprentice,  first  class, 
Ziegler,  John  H.,  coal  passer. 


Wagner,  Henry,  first  sergeant, 
Bennet,  John,  private. 
Sotting,  Vincent  H.,  private, 
Brosnan,  George,  private. 
Burns,  James  R.,  private. 
Brown,  James  T.,  sergeant. 
Dierking,  John  H.,  drummer. 
Downing,  Michael  J,,  private. 
Johnson,  Charles  E.,  private. 
Jordan,  William  J,,  private. 
Eean,  Edward  F.,  private. 
Kelly,  Frank,  private. 
Lauriette,  George  M.,  private. 
Losko,  Peter  A.,  private. 


Monahan,  Joseph  P.,  private, 
McDermott,  John,  private. 
Newton,  C.  H.,  fifer. 
Newman,  F.  J.,  private. 
Richter.  A.  H.,  corporal. 
Roberts,  James  11.,  private. 
Schoeu,  Joseph,  corporal. 
Stock,  H.  E.,  private. 
Strongman,  James,  private, 
Snman,  E.  B.,  private. 
Timpany,  E.  B.,  private. 
Van  Horn,  H.  A.,  private. 
Warren,  Asa  V.,  private. 
Wills,  A.  O.,  private. 


Lint  of  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  on  hoard  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Maine  who  were  saved. 

Capt.  Charles  D.  Sigsbee,  commanding. 

Lieut.  Commander  Richard  Wainvrright. 

Lieuts.  George  F.  W.  Holman,  John  Hood,  and  Carl  W.  Jnngen. 

Lieuts.  (Junior  Grade)  George  P.  Blow,  John  J.  Blandin. 

Naval  Cadets  Jonas  H.  Holden,  Watt  T,  Cluverius,  Amon  Brouson,  and  David  F. 

Boyd,  jr. 
Surg.  Lucien  G.  Heneberger. 
Paymaster  Charles  M.  Ray. 
Chief  Engineer  Charles  P.  Howell, 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Frederic  C.  Bowers. 
Assistant  Engineer  John  R.  Morris. 

Naval  Cadets  (engineer  division)  Pope  Washington  and  Arthur  Crenshaw, 
Chaplain  John  P,  Chidwick. 
First  Lieut,  of  Marines  Albertus  W,  Catlin. 
Boatswain  Francis  E.  Larkin. 
Gunner  Joseph  Hill. 
Carpenter  George  Helms, 
Pay  Clerk  B.  McCarty, 

8AILOSS. 


Allen,  James  W.,  mess  attendant. 

Anderson,  Oskar,  cockswain. 

Awo,  Firsanion,  steerage  cook. 

Bergman,  Charles,  boatswain's  mate,  first 
class. 

Bloomer,  John  H.,  landsman. 

Bullock,  Charles  H.,  gunner's  mate,  sec- 
ond class. 

Cahill,  Francis  D.,  landsman. 

Christiansen,  Karl,  fireman,  first  class. 

Cronin,  Daniel,  landsman. 

David,  George,  ordinary  seaman. 

Dolan,  John,  seaman. 

Dressier,  Gnstav  J.,  apprentice,  first  class. 


Durckin,  Thomas  J.,  ordinary  seaman. 

Flynn,  Michael,  seaman. 

Foley,  Patrick  J.,  apprentice,  first  class. 

Fox,  George,  landsman. 

Gartrell,  William  M.,  fireman,  first  class, 

Hallberg,  Alfred,  cockswain. 

Ham,  Ambrose,  apprentice,  first  class. 

Harris,  Westmore,  mess  attendant. 

Heflfron,  John,  ordinary  seaman. 

Herbert,  John,  landsman. 

Herness,  Alfred  B.,  gunner's  mate,  third 


Hutchings,  Robert,  landsman, 
Johnson,  Alfred,  seaman. 
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Eane,  Joseph  H.,  landsman. 

Enshida,  Katsnsaburo,  warrant  oflSoere' 

steward. 
Lanahan,  Michael,  landsman. 
Larsen,  Peder,  seaman. 
Laraen,  Martin,  seaman. 
Load,   John    B.,    master-at-arms,   third 

class. 
Lohman,  Charles  A.,  coal  passer. 
Mack,  Thomas,  landsman. 
Mattsen,  Edward,  ordinary  seaman. 
Mattisen,  William,  ordinary  seaman. 
Melville,  Thomas,  coal  passer. 
Mikkelsen,  Peter,  seaman. 
Moriniere,  Louis,  seaman. 
McCann,  Harry,  seaman. 
McNair,  William,  ordinary  seaman. 
Panck,  John  H.,  fireman,  first  class. 
Pilcher,  Charles  F.,  ordinary  seaman. 
Ean,  Arthur,  seaman. 


Beden,  Martin,  seaman.  "^ 

Bichards,  Walter  E.,  apprentice,  second 

class. 
Bowe,  James,  ship's  cook,  fourth  class. 
Busch,  Frank,  ordinary  seaman. 
Schwartz,  George,  ship's  cook,  first  class. 
Shea,  Jeremiah,  coal  passer. 
Teackle,  Harry,  seaman, 
Thompson,  William  H.,  landsman. 
Toppin,  Daniel  G.,  wardroom  cook. 
Turpin,  John  H.,  mess  attendant. 
Waters,  Thomas  J.,  landsman. 
Webber,  Martin  V..  landsman. 
White,  John  E.,  landsman. 
Williams,   Jamas,   gunner's  mate,^  third 

class. 
Williams,  Henry,  cabin  cook. 
Willis,  Alonzo,  apprentice,  second  class. 
Wilbur,  Benjamin  B.,  cockswain. 


Anthony,  William,  private. 
Coffey,  John,  private. 
Galpin,  C.  P.,  private. 
Germond,  C.  V.,  private. 
Lntz,  Joseph,  private. 
LoftuB,  Paul,  private, 


McDevitt,  William,  private. 
McGuinness,  William,  private. 
MoKay,  Edward,  private. 
Meehan,  Michael,  sergeant. 
Thompson,  T.  G.,  corporal. 
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U.  S.  S.  MAINE,  1ST  RATE,  BLOWN  UP  IN  HAVANA  HARBOR, 
FEBRUARY  15,  1898. 

FINDINGS   OP  UNITED   STATES  AND   SPANISH    NAVAL    COUETS    OF 

INQUIRY. 

A  naval  court  of  inquiry,  convened  by  Eear- Admiral  Montgomery 
Sicard,  in  pursuance  of  orders  of  the  Department,  found  that: 

#  *  *  *  #  *  # 

The  destruction  of  the  Maine  occurred  at  9. 40  p.  m.  on  the  15th  day  of  February, 
1898,  in  the  harbor  of  Havana,  Cuba,  she  being  at  the  time  moored  to  the  same  buoy 
to  which  she  had  been  taken  upon  her  arrival.  There  were  two  explosions  of  a 
distinctly  different  character,  with  a  very  short  but  distinct  interval  between  them, 
and  the  forward  part  of  the  ship  was  lifted  to  a  marked  degree  at  the  time  of  the 
first  explosion.  The  first  explosion  was  more  in  the  nature  of  a  report  like  that  of  a 
gun,  while  the  second  explosion  was  more  open,  prolonged,  and  of  greater  volume. 
This  becond  explosion  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  caused  by  the  partial  explo- 
sion of  two  or  more  of  the  forward  magazines  of  the  Maine. 

*  #  *  '         *  #  #  « 

At  frame  17  the  outer  shell  of  the  ship,  from  a  point  llj  feet  from  the  middle  line 
of  the  ship,  and  6  feet  above  the  keel  when  in  its  normal  position,  has  been  forced  up 
so  as  to  be  now  about  4  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  therefore  about  34  feet 
above  where  it  would  be  had  the  ship  sunk  uninjured. 

The  outside  bottom  plating  is  bent  into  a  reversed  V  shape  (A),  the  after  wing  of 
which,  about  15  feet  broad  and  32  feet  in  length  (from  frame  17  to  frame  25),  is 
doubled  back  upon  itself  against  the  continuation  of  the  same  plating,  extending 
forward. 

At  frame  18  the  vertical  keel  is  broken  in  two,  and  the  flat  keel  bent  into  an  angle 
similar  to  the  angle  formed  by  the  outside  bottom  plating.  This  break  is  now  about 
6  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  aud  about  30  feet  above  its  normal  position. 

In  the  opinion  of  th6  court  this  effect  could  have  been  produced  only  by  the 
explosion  of  amine  situated  under  the  bottom  of  the  ship  at  about  frame  18  and 
somewhat  on  the  port  side  of  the  ship. 

The  court  finds  that  the  loss  of  the  Maine  on  the  occasion  named  was  not  in  any 
respect  due  to  fault  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  any  of  the  ofBcers  or  members  of 
the  crew  of  said  vessel. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  court  the  Maine  was  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  a  sub- 
marine mine,  which  caused  the  partial  explosion  of  two  or  more  of  the  forward 
magazines. 

The  court  has  been  unable  to  obtain  evidence  fixing  the  responsibility  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Maine  upon  any  person  or  persons. 

The  full  report  of  the  above-mentioned  court  of  inquiry  is  published 
in  Senate  Document  No.  207,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 


A  Spanish  naval  board  of  inquiry,  convened  by  the  maritime  author- 
ity of  the  Havana  station,  found  on  March  22,  1898: 

First.  That  on  the  night  of  February  15  last  an  explosion  of  the  first  order,  in  the 
forward  magazine  of  the  American  ironclad  Maine,  caused  the  destruction  of  that 
part  of  the  ship  and  its  total  submersion  in  the  same  place  in  this  bay  at  which  it 
was  anchored. 

*  #  *  «  #  ■#  « 

Fourth.  That  the  important  facts  connected  with  the  explosion  in  its  external 
appearances  at  every  moment  of  its  duration  having  been  described  by  witnesses, 

5898 2  17 
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and  the  absence  of  all  circumstances  which  necessarily  accompany  the  explosion  of 
a  torpedo  having  been  proved  by  these  witnesses  and  experts,  it  can  only  be  honestly 
asserted  that  the  catastrophe  was  due  to  internal  causes. 

Fifth.  That  the  character  of  the  proceedings  undertaken  and  respect  for  the  law 
which  establishes  the  absolute  extraterritoriality  of  a  foreign  war  vessel  have  pre- 
vented the  determination,  even  by  conjecture,  of  the  said  internal  origin  of  the  dis- 
aster, to  which  also  the  impossibility  of  establishing  the  necessary  communication 
either  with  the  crew  of  the  wrecked  vessel  or  the  olBcials  of  their  Government  com- 
missioned to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  said  event,  or  with  those  subsequently 
intrusted  with  the  issue,  has  contributed. 

Sixth.  That  the  interior  and  exterior  examination  of  the  bottom  of  the  Maine, 
whenever  it  is  possible,  unless  the  bottom  of  the  ship  and  that  of  the  place  in  the 
bay  where  it  is  sunk  are  altered  by  the  work  which  is  being  carried  on  for  the  total 
or  partial  recovery  of  the  vessel,  will  prove  the  correctness  of  all  that  is  said  in  this 
report;  but  this  must  not  be  understood  to  mean  that  the  accuracy  of  these  present 
conclusions  requires  such  proof. 

The  full  report  of  the  above-mentioned  board  is  published  in  Senate 
Report  Ko.  885,  Fifty-fifth  Congress,  second  session. 


PRECAUTIONARY  ORDERS  NOT  ELSEWHERE 
INCLUDED. 
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PRECAUTIONARY  ORDERS  NOT  ELSEWHERE  INCLUDED. 

The  following  orders  are  only  part  of  the  more  important  precau- 
tionary orders  issued  by  the  Department. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  to  indicate  the  vast  amount  of  work  done 
by  the  bureaus  and  ofQces  of  the  Department  in  putting  ships  and 
yards  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency  and  in  imrchasing  and  manu- 
facturing war  material.  Arrangements  for  purchases  abroad  began  in 
February,  but  the  correspondence  in  relation  thereto  is  so  voluminous 
that  it  is  not  published. 


Washington,  January  11, 1898. 
Selfeidge,  Villefranclie-swr-Mer  : 

Ketaiu  men  on  this  eulistment.    Detailed  instructions  by  mail. 

Long. 


Washington,  January  16, 1898. 
Helena,  Funchal,  Madeira : 

Secret  and  confidential.  In  view  of  recent  events,  it  is  considered 
advisable  to  delay  departure  from  Funchal.*  Can  you  obtain  good 
berth  behind  breakwater  for  a  considerable  time? 

Long. 


Washington,  January  17, 1898. 
Ohestee,  Cincinnati,  Montevideo,  Uruguay: 

Secret  and  confidential.  Affairs  are  very  disturbed  at  Cuba.  It  is 
considered  advisable  to  change  the  disposition  of  ships.  Announce 
unofficially  your  intention  to  proceed  with  the  Cincinnati  and  Castine 
(on)  cruise  to  northward  for  exercise  and  drill,  and  to  visit  the  most 
northern  part  of  the  South  Atlantic  Station.  As  soon  after  as  possi- 
ble, without  thereby  causing  comment,  proceed  to  Para,  Brazil,  at  dis- 
cretion, and  there  await  further  orders. 

Long. 


Washington,  January  17, 1898. 
Helena,  Funchal,  Madeira: 

Proceed  to  Lisbon,  Portugal,  at  discretion  and  there  await  further 
orders. 

Long. 

*  Helena  was  en  route  to  Asiatic  Station. 
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Washington,  January  17, 1898. 
Wilmington,  Basseterre,  Guadeloupe: 

Delay  execution  of  orders  of  December  9*  for  the  present.  Cruise 
in  Windward  Islands,  not  touching  at  Spanish  ports.  Will  keep  m  tele- 
graphic communication.  About  February  14  proceed  to  La  Guayra 
and  there  await  further  orders.    Do  not  detach  Ensigns  Bretherton  and 

Dayton. 

Long. 


Washington,  January  26, 1898. 
Selfeidge,  Villefranche : 

Orders  were  sent  by  steamer  of  January  19  naval  force  on  Euro- 
pean Station,  proceed  to  Lisbon  after  February  2,  Orders  have  been 
issued  to  Commander  of  Helena.  Will  remain  until  further  orders  at 
Lisbon. 

Long. 


Washington,  January  27, 1898. 
Dewey,  Olympia,  TolcoJiama,  Japan : 

Eetain  until  further  orders  the  crew  of  the  squadron  whose  terms  of 
enlistment  have  expired. 

Ceowninshield. 


Washington,  February  17, 1898. 
Cincinnati,  Para,  Brazil : 

The  Cincinnati  iind  Castine  proceed  to  such  port  as  you  think  best  to 
the  north  of  Para,  Brazil.  Keep  in  telegraphic  communication  with 
Washington. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  24, 1898. 
BlTNCE,  Wavy-Yard,  Weio  TorTc: 

Keep  closest  watch  on  submarine  boat.  Inform  captain  of  Vizcaya 
about  her.  If  in  your  judgment  circumstnnccs  warrant  it,  seize  her. 
Learn,  if  possible,  from  JSTixon  or  otherwise  where  she  has  gone  and 
what  interest  controls  her. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  25, 1898. 
Howell,  Lisbon: 

Secret  and  confldentiaL    Keep  the  squadron  at  such  port  as  it  may 
be  in  (Lisbon)  until  further  orders.    Keep  tilled  with  coal. 

Roosevelt. 

•The  orders  of  December  9  directed  the  Wilmington  to  proceed  to  the  South 
Atlantic  Station. 
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Washington,  February  25, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong : 

Secret  aud  conddential.  Order  the  squadron,  except  Monocacy,  to 
Hongkong.  Keep  full  of  coal.  la  tbe  event  of  declaration  of  war 
Spain,  your  duty  will  be  to  see  that  the  Spanish  squadron  does  not  leave 
the  Asiatic  coast,  and  then  offensive  operations  in  Philippine  Islands. 
Keep  Olympia  *  until  further  orders. 

EOOSBTELT. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 
Wilmington,  La  Guaira : 

Proceed  to  Barbados  and  report  for  duty  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
United  States  Naval  Force  on  South  Atlantic  Station. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  26,  1898. 
Chester,  Barbados: 

Keep  full  of  coal,  the  best  that  can  be  had.  When  Gastine  has  been 
docked,  order  her  to  Barbados.  Wilmington  has  been  ordered  to 
Barbados. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 

MzLLEE,  Honolulu: 
Keep  full  of  coal,  the  best  that  can  be  had. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 
Howell,  Lisbon: 
Keep  full  of  coal,  the  best  that  can  be  had. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 
Dewet,  Hongkong: 
Keep  full  of  coal,  the  best  that  can  be  had. 

Long. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 
SiOAED,  Key  West: 
Keep  full  of  coal,  the  best  that  can  be  had. 

Long. 

•  Olymjaia  had  had  orders  to  proceed  to  United  States. 
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Washington,  March  3, 1898. 

Naty-Taed,  League  Island: 

Enlist  seamen,  firemeu,  and  petty  officers  for  general  service  for 
crews  of  Golumbia  and  Minneapolis.  Direct  commanding  officers  ot 
those  vessels  to  get  them  in  readiness  for  service  at  sea. 

Orowninsheeld. 

[Note.— Enlistments  under  this  and  following  order  exceeded  quota 
established  by  law.] 

Washington,  March  3, 1898. 
Navy- Yards,  BrooMyn,  Boston: 

Enlist  seamen,  firemen,  and  petty  officers  for  general  service  for 
crews  of  Columbia  and  Minneapolis. 

Crowninshield. 


Washington,  March  3, 1898. 
Navy-Tard,  Mare  Island.,  Gal. : 

Order  Mohican  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  to  receive  on  board  ammuni- 
tion now  there  for  the  naval  force  on  Asiatic  Station ;  then  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Honolulu  and  transfer  to  the  Baltimore.  As  soon  as  Mohican 
arrives  Baltimore  will  leave  for  Hongkong.  Orders  by  mail.  When 
wUl  Mohican  be  ready? 

Long, 


IJTAVY  Department,  Washington,  March  4, 1898. 
Sir:  The  Department  has  this  date  directed,  by  telegraph,  that  the 
ammunition  now  at  the  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  intended  for  the 
Asiatic  Station  and  for  the  U.  S.  F.  S.  Baltimore,  shall  be  shipped  to 
that  vessel  by  the  Mohican.  Tou  will  please  prepare  the  Mohican  to 
receive  this  ammunition,  and  have  her  proceed  to  Honolulu  at  the 
earliest  practicable  date. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary, 

Commandant  Navy-Tard, 

Mare  Island,  Gal. 


Washington^  March  7, 1898. 
Brooklyn,  La  Ouayra: 

The  situation  is  getting  worse.    Proceed  without  delay  to  Hampton 
Boads. 

Long. 

[Note. — The  above  order  was  in  contemplation  of  the  formation  of 
the  Flying  Squadron.] 


Washington,  March  9, 1898. 
SiCARD,  Key  West: 

Not  to  expend  ammunition,  target  practice  or  as  a  test,  until  further 
orders. 

Long. 
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Washington,  March  12, 1898. 


HoWELl,,  Lisbon: 

Direct  Bancroft  to  proceed  at  once  to  Norfolk.    Direct  Helena  to  pro- 
ceeil  at  ouce  to  Key  West. 

Long. 


Washington,  March  14, 1898. 
IIOWELL,  Lisbon,  Portugnl: 

Proceed  at  once  to  Newcastlo-upouthe-Tyne.  Upon  arrival  commu- 
nicate immediately  with  the  United  States  naval  attach^  at  London. 
Hoist  United  States  flag  upon  Amazonas  and  Ahreu.  Appoint  to  the 
command  of  former  Lieut.  Commander  A.  P.  Nazro  aud  sufficient  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  San  Francisco.  Proceed  to  New  York.  8an  Fran- 
cisco to  convoy.    Utilize  your  staff  watch  duty. 

Long. 


Washington,  March  15,  1898. 
Chestee,  BarbaHoes: 

Order  the  squadron  to  proceed  to  I^ort  Antonio.  The  Annapolis 
left  yesterday  from  Curacao  [for  a]  cruise  to  the  northward,*  to  arrive 
not  later  than  March  31  at  Key  West.  I  could  not  communicate  by 
telegraph,  and  he  does  not  know  tbe  altered  situation.  Try  to  inter- 
cept and  direct  to  proceed  to  Hampton  lloads,  Va. 

Long. 


Washington,  March  17, 1898. 
SiCAED,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Send  Texas  and  Massachusetts  to  Hampton  Eoads,  Ya.,  without 
delay. 

Long. 

[Note. — The  above  order  was  issued  to  carry  on  the  formation  of  the 
Flying  Squadron.] 


Washington,  April  4, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Be  ready  on  receipt  of  order  to  take  possession  of  Key  West  cable 
and  telegraph  office,  and  to  place  an  officer  in  charge.  He  will  not 
permit  the  transmission  to  Cuba  of  any  telegram  relating  to  the  action 
of  the  President  or  Congress.  Will  be  further  instructed.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  company  not  to  be  interfered  with  any  more  it  is  necessary. 
The  officer  assigned  upon  this  duty  must  be  one  discreet  and  judicious. 

Long. 

*  The  Annapolis  had  left  on  a  practice  cruise  with  apprentices  on  board  and  was 
to  remain  at  sea  for  seventeen  days. 
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Washington,  April  7,  1898. 

Dbwet,  Hongkong: 

Land  all  woodwork,  stores,  etc.,  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  have 

for  operations. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  19, 1898. 
IfAVT  Pat  Office,  Sam,  Francisco,  Gal.: 

Send  the  following  cipher  message  to  Admiral  Miller  by  first  steamer: 
Proceed  with  yonr  personal  staff  to  San  Francisco  immediately  by 
steamer.  Order  J)fo7itcrt»  to  San  Francisco.  Keep -Bennm</tOH  at  Hono- 
lulu.   Bring  squadron  records. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  21, 1898. 
Navy-Tard,  Boston,  New  Torlc,  Worfolk,  Mare  Island: 

The  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station  are  blockading  Cuba, 
War  has  not  been  declared.    War  may  be  declared  at  any  moment. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  23, 1898. 
Schley,  Fort  Monroe : 

Send  Minneapolis  immediately  to  Eastport,  Me.,  skirting  coast  above 
Cape  Ann ;  Columbia  to  Newport,  R.  1.  Both  will  receive,  upon  arrival, 
farther  orders. 

Long. 


Fort  Monroe,  April  24,  1898. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington: 
Minnpapolis  and  Golumhla  left  at  H  p.  m.  Saturday  night,  having 
proceeded  in  obedience  to  orders. 

Schley. 


Washington,  April  30, 1898. 
Commander  in  Chief  Flying  Squadron, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va. 
Sir:  I  have  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a  copy  of  a 
communication,  dated  Madrid,  Spain,  the  16th  instant,  received  in  this 

-Department  from , 

Very  respectfully,  A.  S.  Crowninshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
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"Washington,  April  30,  1898. 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
Sir:  I  have  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a 
communication,  dated  Madrid,  Spain,  the  16th  instant,  received  in  this 

Department  from . 

Very  respectfully,  A.  S.  Ceowninshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau, 


April  16, 1898. 
Sir  :  Yesterday  the  Spanish  Government  began  to  talie  extraordinary 
precautions  to  prevent  tlie  getting  out  of  news  relating  to  the  movements 
of  ships  or  anything  pertaining  to  war  preparations.  It  is  quite  prob- 
able, therefore,  that  definite  information  in  regard  to  these  subjects  will 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  get.  My  latest  information,  which  I  have 
telegraphed  to  date,  is  to  the  eflect  that  the  torpedo  squadron,  consisting 
of  three  destroyers,  three  torpedo  boats,  and  the  converted  cruiser  Giudad 
de  Cadiz,  with  the  Colon  and  Maria  Teresa,  are  at  the  Cape  de  Verdes 
awaiting  instructions.  It  is  said  that  the  Colon  and  Teresa  left  Cadiz 
in  such  a  hurry  that  they  were  not  properly  provisioned.  Provisions 
and  coal  have  been  sent  to  them.  I  Have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they 
have  not  a  full  supply  of  ammunition.  The  Oquendo  and  Vizcaya  from 
Porto  Rico  should  arrive  at  Cape  de  Yerdes  to-day.  Although  I  have 
no  definite  information,  I  believe  the  Pelayo  arrived  at  Cadiz  yesterday, 
coming  from  Cartagena.  It  was  intended  that  she  should  go,  after  a 
few  days'  necessary  delay  in  Cartagena,  and  it  is  reported  that  she  was 
sighted  in  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar  day  before  yesterday.  The  Proser- 
pina, Osado,  Destructor,  Barcelo,  Betamosa,  Habana,  Halcon,  torpedo 
boats  and  destroyers,  and  the  Vitoria  are  now  practically  ready  in 
Cadiz,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  Carlos  Tand  the  Pelayo.  The  Alfonso 
XIII  is  also  about  ready  in  Cartagena.  The  installation  for  moving 
the  guns  by  electricity  in  the  Carlos  V  is  not  completed,  and  I  am 
unable  to  get  at  any  estimate  of  the  date  when  she  will  be  entirely 
ready  for  service.  It  is  said  on  good  authority,  however,  that  in  an 
emergency  she  could  be  used  at  once,  working  such  parts  as  have  not 
power  applied  by  hand.  Work  is  being  pushed,  also,  as  rapidly  as 
possible  on  the  Cisneros,  but  she  can  hardly  be  ready  for  many  weeks. 
The  trans- Atlantic  steamers  Mexico,  Panama,  Santo  Domingo,  San 
Augustin,  and  VHlaverde,  now  in  Cuban  waters,  are  being  armed  as 
auxiliary  cruisers.  Nine  trans- Atlantic  steamers  in  Spanish  ports  at 
present  are  also  being  armed  as  cruisers.  To  this  number  should  be 
added  the  Columbia  and  Normannia,  recently  purchased  in  Germany, 
and  the  Oiralda,  now  being  converted  in  Barcelona.  This  makes 
twenty-one  auxiliary  cruisers  concerning  which  I  have  quite  definite 
information.  The  two  steamers  bought  in  Germany  were  strength eiieil 
there  and  are  in  condition  to  receive  their  artillery  and  crew  when  they 
arrive  at  Cadiz,  which  is  expected  to-day.  1  call  your  special  attention 
to  the  newspaper  slip  which  1  inclose,  entitled,  "Fe  en  la  armada." 
It  was  published  in  the  Heraldo  of  April  6,  the  leading  and  most  influ- 
ential paper  of  Madrid.  The  Imparcial  of  the  following  morning  called 
attention  to  it  and  spoke  in  very  severe  terms  of  the  impropriety  of  a 
former  secretary  of  the  navy  speaking  so  unreservedly  of  such  important 
matters  at  this  very  critical  time.    The  following  is  a  translation: 

We  had  an  opportunity  to-day  to  talk  for  a  long  time  with  General  Beranger,  the 
last  secretary  of  the  navy  under  the  Conservative  cabinet.    To  the  questions  which 
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we  directed  to  him  concerning  the  conflict  pending  with  the  United  States  he  was 
kind  enough  to  inform  us  that  he  confided  absolutely  in  the  triumph  of  our  nav^al 
forces.  The  attack  on  our  island  ports  is  not  to  be  feared,  he  said,  bj  an  enemy- 
taking  advantage  of  the  darkness  of  night.  The  reason  of  this  is  that  Havana,  as 
well  as  Cienfiiegos,  Nuevitas,  and  Santiago,  are  defended  by  electrical  and  automo- 
bile torpedoes,  which  can  work  at  a  great  distance  (have  a  large  radius  of  action). 
Senor  Canovas  del  Castillo,  who  did  not  neglect  these  things,  arranged  for,  in  agree  ■ 
ment  with  me,  the  shipping  to  Cuba  of  190  torpedoes,  tohich  are  surely  located  in  these 
ports  at  present.  The  transportation  and  installation  of  these  war  machines  was  in 
the  charge  of  the  distinguished  torpedoist,  Senor  Chacon.  I  have  already  said  that 
we  shall  conquer  on  the  sea,  and  I  am  now  going  to  give  you  my  reg,8ons.  The  first 
of  these  is  the  remarkable  discipline  that  prevails  on  our  warshipsj  and  the  second, 
as  soon  as  fire  is  opened  the  crews  of  the  American  ships  will  commence  to  desert, 
since  we  all  know  that  among  them  are  people  of  all  nationalities.  Ship  against 
ship,  therefore,  a  failure  is  not  to  be  feared.  I  believe  that  the  squadron  detained 
at  Cape  de  Verdes,  and  particularly  the  destroyers,  should  have  and  could  have 
continued  the  voy.ige  to  Cuba,  since  they  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  American 
fleet.    In  this  class  of  ships  we  are  on  a,  much  higher  level  than  the  United  States. 

The  company  "Bander  A  EspaSola"  have  been  ordered  to  "  suspend 
tlie  voyages  of  its  ships  to  Havana."  Without  definite  information,  I 
presume  the  Government  intends  to  take  these  ships  into  service.  Also 
the  "  Campania  Transatlantica "  has  ordered  its  ships  not  to  touch  at 
Corunna  hereafter,  presumably  for  the  same  reason  as  given  above. 

It  is  said  quite  openly  here  that  the  intention  of  the  Government  is 
to  make  some  kind  of  an  effort  on  our  coasts.  This  comes  to  me  from  so 
many  sources  that  1  am  inclined  to  believe  they  have  this  plan  in  view; 
but  I  have  been  unable  to  verify  the  reports  or  to  get  at  any  of  the 
details. 

Just  at  this  moment,  here  in  Madrid,  everything  is  very  quiet.  Con- 
siderable turbulence  is  reported  from  the  provinces.  How  great  this 
may  be  we  are  unable  to  judge,  as  the  Government  is  keeping  a  sharp 
watch  on  the  telegrams  and  does  not  permit  any  very  exciting  news  to 
be  disseminated.  There  was  some  excitement,  and  for  two  days  con- 
siderable danger  of  a  mob,  here  in  Madrid,  after  the  announcement  of 
the  proclamation  of  the  armistice  in  Cuba.  That  crisis  is  now  appar- 
ently passed.  Everybody  here  expects  war,  and  the  lower  classes 
ardently  desire  it.  The  Government  and  the  more  intelligent  classes 
dread  it;  are  willing  to  do  anything  they  can  to  avoid  it  without  revo- 
lution, but  will  accept  it  if,  from  their  point  of  view,  it  is  forced  upon 
them.  The  press  has  fed  the  people  with  all  sorts  of  nonsense  about 
the  superior  bravery  of  the  Spanish  sailor,  the  superior  discipline 
on  board  the  Spanish  ships  and  the  greater  fighting  power  of  the 
Navy.  The  belief  in  this  superiority  of  the  Spanish  Navy  over  that 
of  the  United  States  accounts,  in  a  large  measure,  in  my  opinion  for 
the  determination  to  fight  us.  This  opinion  is  shared  also  by  many 
intelligent  persons,  in  fact,  I  believe,  by  all  Spaniards.  They  sav 
they  have  nothing  to  lose,  they  could  not  be  worse  off  with  the  war 
than  without  it,  as  they  are  about  to  lose  Cuba  anyhow;  but  they 
can  do  incalculable  damage  to  our  commerce;  seriously  injure  if  not 
destroy,  our  Navy,  and,  although  they  would  probably  be  beaten  in 
the  end,  they  will  have  taught  us  a  salutary  lesson  in  the  meantime 
One  of  the  most  intelligent,  best-informed  Spaniards  I  have  met  here' 
a  man  who  has  traveled  much,  and  claims  to  have  a  great  admiration 
for  the  United  States,  and  who  knows  much  about  our  history  and 
resources,  a  senator  from  the  Kingdom,  told  me  yesterday  that  the 
thing  that  he  dreaded  most  was  the  long  period  that  the  hostilities 
would  last.  He  was  sure  that  three  years  would  be  the  very  least  that 
the  struggle  would  continue.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  you  to  know 
that  he  said  he  could  very  well  understand  and  appreciate  the  feelings 
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and  ambitions  of  a  young  and  powerful  nation  like  the  United  States 
for  conquest.  He  could  not  help  having  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with 
an  avowed  proposition  on  our  part  to  take  the  islands  of  Cuba  and 
Porto  Eico,  the  Canaries,  the  Belearios,  the  Philippines,  and  even  to 
come  to  Madrid  itself;  but  what  he  could  not  understand  was,  that 
while  protesting  a  desire  for  peace,  a  decided  disinclination  to  the 
annexation  of  any  territory,  the  people  of  the  United  States  had  done 
everything  in  their  power  to  foment  the  rebellion  in  Cuba,  and  to  make 
it  impossible  for  Spain  to  overcome  it,  either  by  peacable  or  forcible 
means. 

I  give  you  this  as  a  matter  of  interest  solely,  but  it  represents  the 
attitude  of  the  intelligent,  educated,  and  traveled  Spaniard. 
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TRANSAGTIOlSrS  OF  NAVAL  WAR  BOARD  AND  SECRET  SERVICE. 

The  Naval  War  Board,  which  throughout  the  war  acted  as  an  advisory 
board  to  the  Secretary,  was  the  outgrowth  of  an  informal  advisory 
board  which  had  existed  for  some  time.  At  one  time  this  board  was 
merged  into  a  joint  Army  and  Navy  board,  having  one  Army  officer  as 
a  member.    Later  this  officer  withdrew. 

144010. 

Favt  Department, 
Office  op  Naval  Wae  Boabd, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  August  24, 1898. 
Sib  :  On  the  2d  day  of  May,  1898,  Lieut.  A.  H.  Oobb,  U.  S.  N.,  retired, 
reported  for  duty  as  secretary  of  the  board,  at  which  time  the  members 
of  the  board  were  as  follows : 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Theodore  Eoosevelt. 
Eear- Admiral  Montgomery  Sicard,  U.  S.  N. 
Capt.  A.  S.  Barker,  U,  S.  N, 

Oapt.  A.  S.  Orowninshield,  Chief  Bureau  of  Navigation. 
On  the  9th  day  of  May,  1898,  Oapt.  A.  T.  Mahan,  TJ.  S.  N.,  retired, 
reported  as  a  member. 

On  the  7th  day  of  May,  1898,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Theo- 
dore Eoosevelt  severed  his  connection  with  the  board. 

On  the  20th  day  of  May,  1898,  Oapt.  A.  S.  Barker,  TJ.  S.  N.,  severed 
his  connection  with  the  board. 

Very  respectftdly,  M.  Sioaed, 

Rear-Admiral,  President  of  Board. 
The  Seoebtabt  of  the  Naty. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  board  to  advise  the  Secretary  in  regard  to  the 
Department's  strategic  policy,  and  to  this  end  it  prepared  for  his  con- 
sideration and  signature  orders  affecting  this  policy. 

During  the  war  the  board,  and  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
board,  the  Department  itself,  was  kept  informed  of  the  movements, 
resources,  condition,  and  plans  of  the  Spanish  naval  forces  by  various 
secret  agents.  It  is  now  known  that  the  Department  was  promptly 
informed  of  all  important  movements.  At  times,  however,  information 
was  conflicting  and  decisions  had  often  to  be  made  as  to  what  was  most 
probably  true. 

On  April  30,  Ensigns  W.  H.  Buck  and  H.  H.  Ward,  on  duty  at  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation,  left  the  country,  having  volunteered  for  secret- 
service  duty  planned  by  the  Bureau.  Both  of  these  officers  were  in 
disguise  and  traveled  under  assumed  names  and  characters.  Ensign 
Buck  remained  in  Europe,  where  he  followed  and  reported  the  move- 
ments of  the  force  under  Eear- Admiral  Oamara;  and  Ensign  Ward, 
after  visiting  Cadiz  »nd  reporting  the  strength  of  the  Spanish  naval 
forces  there,  went  to  the  "West  Indies,  where  he  was  employed  until 
July  18,  obtaining  and  reporting  information  in  regard  to  the  Spanish 
forces.  He  visited  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  in  June,  and  was  there  seized 
and  detained  by  the  Spanish  naval  and  port  authorities.  He  suc- 
ceeded, however,  in  getting  the  information  which  he  sought,  and  in 
leaving  San  Juan  and  cabling  his  information  to  the  Department. 
6898 3  33 


34  BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

The  collected  transactions  of  the  board  include  360  typewritten 
pages  of  copies  of  communications  sent  and  received.  Part  of  these 
appear  in  this  volume  merely  as  communications  passing  between  the 
Department  and  naval  commanders. 

Throughout  the  period  of  hostilities  the  board  was  in  session  daUy. 
The  Bureau  of  Navigation  remained  open  day  and  night  during  the 
period  of  hostilities,  in  order  that  immediate  action  might  be  taken 
upon  all  communications  and  information  received.  The  ofiBcer  on 
duty  in  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  after  the  board  had  adjourned, 
furnished  copies  or  memoranda  of  aU  such  information  to  the  presi- 
dent, secretary,  chief  of  bureau,  and  members  of  the  board. 
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DISTRIBUTIOir  OF  VESSELS. 
137241. 

[Len^h  of  serrloe  of  Tesaela  and  commanders  of  vesflelB  and  sqnadrons  participating  in  Spanish- 

Ajnerioan  war.] 

The  following  table  will  show  the  dates  apon  which  the  vessels 
named  joined  the  North  Atlantic  fleet,  and  the  length  of  their  service. 
It  is  not  possible  to  state  what  vessels  were  nnder  the  direct  command 
of  the  several  squadron  commanders,  as  the  disposition  of  the  vessels 
depended  upon  their  location.  Vessels  within  signal  distance  of  Key 
West  were  under  the  command  of  the  commandant  of  the  naval  base 
at  that  place;  those  on  the  western  coast  of  Cuba  were  under  the  orders 
of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  blockading  division  or  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  First  North  Atlantic  Squadron;  others  on  the  east  coast 
of  Cuba,  by  reason  of  their  presence  there,  received  their  orders  from 
Commodore  Schley  or  Admiral  Sampson. 

Northern  Patrol  Squadron. — On  April  20,  1898,  Commodore  John 
A.  Howell  assumed  command  of  the  Northern  Patrol  Squadron.  This 
squadron,  consisting  at  first  of  the  San  Francisco  (flagship),  Prairie, 
Dime,  Yankee,  aud  Yosemite,  was  organized  for  the  protection  of  the 
coast  and  coastwise  trade  between  the  capes  of  the  Delaware  and  Bar 
Harbor,  Me. 

On  May  29  the  Yankee  was  detached  from  the  squadron,  and  the 
services  of  the  Yosemite  and  Dixie  being  required  in  Southern  waters 
the  former  was  detached  on  May  30,  aud  the  latter  on  June  13.  During 
May  the  squadron  was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of  the  Golwmbia, 
Badger,  and  Southery.  On  June  9  the  Minneapolis  was  ordered  to  duty 
in  the  squadron  and  was  stationed  at  Newport  News,  Va.,  to  guard  the 
new  battle  ships  being  constructed  there. 

The  Department  considering  it  advisable  to  increase  the  efficiency  of 
the  blockade  of  Cuba,  Commodore  Howell,  on  June  25,  was  ordered  to 
assemble  the  vessels  of  his  command,  with  the  exception  of  the  Minne- 
apolis, at  Key  West.  Upon  his  arrival  there,  July  1,  with  the  San 
Francisco,  Columbia,  Prairie,  Badger,  and  Southery,  he  was  assigned  by 
Eear- Admiral  Sampson  to  the  command  of  the  first  division  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

Flying  Squadron. — ^The  Flying  Squadron  was  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  W.  S.  Schley,  U.  S.  N.,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  the  war 
to  May  24, 1898,  acted  independently,  and  irom  May  24  until  June  21, 
1898,  when  the  Flying  Squadron  ceased  to  exist,  under  the  directions  of 
Admiral  Sampson. 

Eastern  Squadron  (Commodore  J.  0.  Watson,  commanding). — During 
June  and  July  the  Department  issued  orders  for  the  formation  of  the 
Eastern  Squadron,  to  which  the  following  vessels  were  assigned : 

Oregon,  on  July  7, 1898;  Newark,  on  July  7, 1898  (detached  August  3) ; 
Yamkee,  on  July  7, 1898;  Yosemite,  on  July  7, 1898;  Dixie,  on  July  7, 
1898;  Massachusetts,  on  July  9,  1898;  Badger,  on  July  12, 1898;  New 
Orleans,  on  July  17, 1898. 
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The  colliers  Abarenda,  Alexander,  Gassius,  Cwsar,  Seindia,  and  JusUn 
and  the  supply  ship  Glacier  were  attached  to  this  squadron  on  August 
3,  with  orders  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  at  Hampton  Eoads  to 
join  the  squadron.  -r^        j.        x 

At  the  time  of  formation  of  the  Eastern  Squadron,  the  Department 
especially  directed  that  the  vessels  assigned  to  it  were  to  remain  under 
the  orders  of  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station 
until  the  departure  of  the  Eastern  Squadron  for  Europe,  but  as  this 
squadron  was  never  sent  abroad  the  vessels  composing  it  always 
remained  under  the  orders  of  Admiral  Sampson. 

NORTH  ATLANTIC  FLEET. 

Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  commander  in  chief,  from  beginning 
of  war  to  close  of  hostilities. 

Blockading  Squadron. — Commodore  J.  O.  "Watson,  commanding,  from 
May  6, 1896,  to  June  21, 1898. 

First  North  Atlantic  Squadron. — Commodore  J.  C.  Watson,  command- 
ing, from  June  21, 1898,  to  June  27, 1898;  Commodore  J.  A.  Howell, 
commanding  (rear-admiral,  August  10, 1898),  from  July  1, 1898,  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

Second  North  Atlantic  Squadron. — Commodore  W.  8.  Schley,  com- 
manding (rear-admiral,  August  10, 1898),  from  June  21, 1898,  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

Eastern  Squadron. — Commodore  J.  C.  Watson,  commanding,  from 
July  7, 1898,  to  September  20, 1898. 

Flying  Squadron. — Commodore  W.  S.  Schley,  commanding,  from 
beginning  of  war  to  May  24, 1898,  independently;  from  May  24  to  June 
21, 1898,  under  orders  of  Admiral  Sampson. 

Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. — Commodore  George  0.  Eemey,  command- 
ing, from  May  7, 1898,  to  August  24, 1898. 

Length  of  lervioe  of  vessels  on  North  AtlanHo  Station. 


Name. 


Commander. 


Length  of  service. 


Abarenda. 
Alexander 
AmpUtrite 
Annapolis 

Apache 

Armeria... 
Aocomao  . 

Badger  — 
Bancroft.. 
Brooklyn. 
Ceesar ..... 
Calnmet.. 
Gastine... 

Celtio 

Cinolnnatl 


Lieat.  Commander  W.  K.  Bnford,  commanding. 

Commander  W.  T.  Burwell,  commanding 

Gapt.  C.  J.  Barclay,  commanding 

Commander  J.  J.  Hunker,  commanding 

Llent.  Q.  G.  Hanns,  commanding 

Commander  L. C.Logan,  commanding 

Ensign  W.  S.  Grosley,  commanding,  to  May  6, 
1898;  Boatswain  J.  W.  Angus  assumed  com. 
mand  May  6, 1898. 

Commander  A.  S.  Snow,  commanding 

Commander  Hichardson  GloTer,  commanding. . 
Gapt. F. A. Cook,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  A.  B.  Speyers,  commanding. 

rirst  Lient.  W.  H.  Gushing,  £.  0.  S.,  command- 
ing. 
Commander  B.  M.  Berry,  commanding 

Commander  H.  B.  Mansfield,  commanding 

Gapt.  C.  M.  Chester,  commanding 


From  Jnne  7,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  June  19,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
From  April  25,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  August  4,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  June  4,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 

From  July  1,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  9, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 
From  May  24,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  June  7,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
-From  Jnly  21, 1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
From  Jnne  18,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
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Length  of  aervioe  of  vessels  on  North  Atlantio  Station — Continued. 


Name. 


ComToander. 


Length  of  servloe. 


Colambia . 
GnsMiig  - . 


Detroit . 
Bixie... 


DolpMn  .. 
Dorothea . 

Dn  Pont . . 


Eagle 

Enosson . 
Fern 


JFiBh  Hawk. 

Eoote 

Frolic 

Glacier 

Grioncester.. 

Gwin 

Hamilton 

Hannibal 

Hawk , 


Helena  . 
Hist.... 


Hornet  .. 
HadBon . . 
Indiana. . 

Iowa 

Jnstin . . . 


Lancaster  . 
Lebanon . . . 
Leon  Idas  .. 
Leyden 


Machias . 


Manning  .. 
Mangrove . 


Maple 

Marblehead 

Marietta ■ 

Mayflower , 

Massachnsetts . 


Capt.  J.  H.  Sands,  commanding 

Lient.  Albert  Gleaves,  commanding  . 


Commander  J.  H.  Dayton,  commanding  . 
Commander  0.  H,  Davia,  commanding  . . 


Commander  H.  "W.  Lyon,  commanding 

Lient.  Commander  W.  J.  Bamette,  command- 
ing, nntil  Angaat  9, 1898 ;  Lieut.  Commander 
N.  T.  Houston  reported  for  command  on 
August  9, 1898. 

Lieut.  S.  S.  Wood,  commanding 


Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Southerland,  commanding 

Lieut.  N.  K.  Usher,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  "W".  S.  Cowles,  command- 
ing, until  April  27,  1898;  Lient.  Commander 
Herbert  'Winslow  reported  for  command 
April  27. 

Lieut.  Commander  F.  H.  Delano,  commanding. . 


Lieut.  Wm.  L.  Bodgers,  commanding  — 
Commander  E.  H.  Gheen,  commanding. . . 
Commander  J.  P.  Merrell,  commanding  . 


Lieut.  Commander  Bichard  Wainwright,  com- 
manding. 
Lieut.  C.  S.  Williams,  commanding 

Capt.  W.D.Boatb,  B.  C.  S.,  commanding 

Commander  H.  G.  0.  Colby,  commanding 

Lieut.  J.  Hood,  commanding 


Commander  W.  T.  Swinburne,  commanding.. 
Lieut.  Lucien  Toung,  commanding 


Lieut.  J.  M.  Helm,  commanding 

FirstLient-F.  H.  ITewoomb,  B.  C.  S.,  command- 
ing. 
Capt.  H.  C.  Taylor,  commanding 

Capt.  B.  D.  Evans,  commanding 


Commander  G.  E.  Ide,  commanding, nntil  July 
10,1898 ;  Commander  W.  L.  Field  reported  for 
command  July  10,  1898. 

Commander  Thomas  Perry,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  C.  T.  Forse,  commanding  . . . 
Commander  W.  I.  Moore,  commanding 


Boatswain  J.  W.  Angus,  commanding,  to  May 
6, 1898;  Ensign  W.  S.  Crosley  assumed  com- 
mand May  6, 1898. 

Commander  J.  F.  Merry,  commanding,  to  June 
27, 1898 ;  Commander  W.  W.  Mead  reported 
for  command  June  27,  1898. 

Capt.  F.  M.  Mnnger,  B.  C.  S.,  commanding 


Lieut.  Commander  W.  H.  Everett,  command- 
ing, to  June  7, 1898 ;  Lieut.  Commander  D.  D. 
Y.  Stuart  reported  for  command  on  June  7, 
1898. 

Lieut.  Commander  W.  Kellogg,  commanding.. 

Commander    B.    H.    McCalla,    commanding. 

(Promoted  to  captain  August  10.) 
Commander  F.  M.  Symonds,  commanding 


Commander  M.  B.  S.  Mackenzie,  commanding. . 
Capt.  F.  J.  Higginson,  commanding , 


From  July  1,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  be^nning  of  war  to  olose 

of  hostilities. 
Do. 
From  June  18,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities.     {IN'ort.hern  Patrol 

Squadron  Kay  6  to  June  18, 

1898.) 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
From  July  1,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 


From  he^nning  of  war  to  olose 
of  hostilities. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


From  July  25,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
From  July  31,  1898,  to  olose  of 

hostilities. 
From  July  22  (Eastern  Squadron) 

to  close  of  hostilities. 
From  June  2,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  July  8,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  1, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 
From  July  1,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  olose 

of  hostilities. 
Do. 
From  June  24,  1898,  to  olose  of 

hostilities. 
From  April  22,  18d8,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  1  toclose  of  hostilities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 
Do. 

From  June  2,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  May  31,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  26,  1898,  to  olose  of 

hostilities. 
From  June  11,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 

Do. 


From  May  7, 1898,  to  olose  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 


From  May  16,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  olose 

of  hostilities. 
From  June  4,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
From  May  24,  1^8,  to  olose  ot 

hostilities. 
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Name. 


McKee  .. 
MoLane . 


Merrimao 

Miantonomoli. . 

Minneapolis . . . 
Montgomery... 


Morrill  --- 
Morris.... 
Nashville. 
Niagara  .. 


Newark  . 


New  Orleans  . 
Newport 


New  York. 
Oneida...... 


Oregon  . 


Oaoeola 

Fanther 

Peoria 

Fiscataqna  . 

Pompey 

Porter 

Prairie 

Princeton  ., 
Potomac.. -- 
Poritan 


Besolute 

Kodgers 

San  Francisco . 

Saturn 


Soladia . . 
Scorpion . 


Sionz. 
Siren. 


Solace 

Soutliery  , 
Sterling  .. 
Stranger.. 
Supply  ... 
Suwanee.. 
Sylvia.... 


Ck)mmander. 


Lient.  0.  M.  Knepper,  commanding 

First  Lieut.  W.  E.  Reynolds,  B.  C.  S.,  com- 
manding. 

Oommanoer  J.  M.  Miller,  commanding 

Capt.  M.  Ii.  Jolmson,  commanding 


Capt.  T.  F.  Jewell,  commanding 

Commander  (x.  A.  Converse,  commanding . 


Capt.  H.  D.  Smith,  E.  C.  S 

Lieut.  C.  E.  Fox,  commanding 

Commander  Washhum  Maynard,  commanding- 
Commander  Gr.  A.  Bicknell,  commanding  to 

May  30, 1898 ;  Lieut.  Commander  E.  S.  Prime 

reported  for  command  May  30, 1898. 
Capt.  A.  S.  Barker,  commanding  to  Aug.  6, 1898 ; 

Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich  report^  for  conmuuid 

Aug.  8, 1898. 
Capt.  Wm.Folger,  commanding 


Commander  B,  F,  Tilley,  commanding. 


Capt.  F.  E.  Chad  wick,  commanding  . 
Lieut.  W.  Gr.  Miller,  commanding 


Capt.  C.  E.  Clark,  commanding  to  Aug.  6, 1898; 

Capt.  A.  S.  Barker  reported  for  command 

Aug.  6, 1898. 
Lieut.  J.  L.  PurceU,  commanding 


Commander  G.  C.  Reiter,  commanding 

Lieut.  T.  W.  Byan,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  N.  E.  Niles,  commanding 

Commander  J.  M.  Miller,  commanding 

Lieut,  jr.  C.  Fremont,  commanding 

Commander  C.  J.  Train,  commanding 

Commander  C.  H.  West,  commanding 

Lieut.  G.  P.  Blow,  commanding 


Length  of  service. 


From  July  26,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostUities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostUities. 

From  May  5, 1898,  to  June  4, 1898. 

From  May  5, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

May  24, 1898,  to  June  6, 1898. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  Apr.  26,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  July  12,  1898,  to  dose  of 
hostilities. 

From  be^nnlng  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  May  3, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 


From  June  25, 
hostilities. 


to  close  of 
to  close  of 


Capt.  P.  F.  Harrington,  commanding  to  June 
18,1898;  Capt.  Fred  Eodgers  reported  for 
command  June  18, 1898. 

Commander  J.  G.  Eaton,  commanding , 

Lieut.  J.  L.  Jayne,  commanding , 

Capt.  K.  P.  Leary,  commanding , 


Commander  S.  "W.  Very,  commanding  to  June 
4, 1898 ;  Commander  G.  A.  Bicknell  reported 
for  command  June  4, 1898. 

Commander  B.  "W.  Watson,  commanding 


Lieut.  Commander  AdolphMariz,  commanding 

Ensign  W.  R.  Gherardi,  commanding , 

Lieut.  J.  M.  Robinson,  commanding 

Commander  A.  Dunlap,  comimanding 

Commander  "Walton  Goodwin, commanding  ... 

Commander  R.  E.  Impey,  commanding 

Lieut.  G.  L.  Dyer,  commanding , 

Lieut.  Oommtnder  R.  R.  Ingersoll,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  Delehanty,  commanding 

Lieut.  G.  IS.  Peters,  commanding 


From  May  21, 
hostilities. 

From  be^nning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 
Do. 

June  2,  1898,  to  close  of  hostili- 
ties. 

From  May  26,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  Apr.  27,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  Apr.  30,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  June  21,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  July  21,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  June  7, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  be^nning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  July  1, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  July  27,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  July  13,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  be^nnlng  of  war  to  close 
of  hoBtiUties. 

Do. 

Do. 

From  July  1, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  May  3, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  June  10,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  24,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  1  to  May  11,  1898. 
From  July  25,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  11,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 

^v°"^..f."}y  1*  18^8,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

^^iP°'..??^y  24,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

^^i.°™.."fSy  21-  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  26,  1898,  to  oloae  of 

hostinties. 

^■^^^SL^^  ^^'  1®^^'  ^  «lo86  of 
hostilities. 

B^°i  Aug.  2,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 
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Hame. 


Conuuftnder. 


I/ength  of  senrice. 


Teonmseh 

Terror 

Texaa 

Talbot 

Topeka 

TTncaa 

YesnTios 

Vickabnrg 

Viking  ............ 

Vlien 

Ynlcan , 

"Wasp , 

Windom 

'Wilmington , 

Winslow 

Wompatnck 

Woodbury 

Tankee 

Yankton 

Yosemite 

Flying  Squadron* 

Brooklyn , 

Colnmbia 

Katabdin ., 

Haasaobneetts 

Merrimac 

Minneapolis ....... 

New  Orleans 

Scorpion 

Sterling 

Texas 

Saturn , 

Vesiels  on  special 
urvice. 

St.IiOniB 

St.Panl 

Harvurd , 

Yale 


Lieut.  G.  K.  Erans,  commanding 

Capt  Nicoll  Ludlow,  commanding 

Capt.  J.  "W.  Pbilip,  commanding.   (Commodore 

from  Anc.  10). 
Lieut  W.  £.  Sboemaker,  commanding 

Commander  W.  S.  Cowles,  commanding 

Lieut.  F.  S.  Brainard,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  John  E.  Fillsbury,  com- 
ma udiiig. 

Commander  A.  B.  H.  Lillie,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  C.  Wilson,  commanding. . 

Lieut.  A.  Sbarp,  jr.,  commanding 

Lieut  Commander  I.  Harris,  commanding 

Lieut  A.  Ward,  commanding 

Capt  S.  E.  Maguire,  K.  C.  S 

Commander  C.  C  Todd,  commanding 

Lieut.  J.  B.  Bemadou,  commanding 

Lieut.  C.  W.  Jnngen,  commanding 

Capt  H.  B.  Bogers,  B.  C.  S.,  commanding 

Commander  W.  H.  Brownson,  commanding 

Lieut  Commander  J.  D.  Adams,  commanding. . 
Commander  W.  H.  Emory,  commanding 

Capt  P.  A.  Cook,  commanding 

Capt.  J. H. Sands, commanding  ................ 

Capt.  Cr.  F,  F.  Wilde,  commanding 

Capt  F.  J.  Higginson,  commanding 

Commander  J.  M.  Miller,  commanding 

Capt.  T.  F.  Jewell,  commanding 

Capt.  W.  M.  Folger,  commanding 

Lieut  Commander  Adolpb  Marix,  commanding 

Commander  B.  E.  Impey,  commanding 

Capt  J.  W.  Philip,  commanding 

Commander  S.  W.  Yery,  commanding 

Capt.  0.  F.  Goodrloh,  commanding 

Capt.  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  commanding 

Capt  C.  S.  Cotton,  commanding 

Capt  W.  C.  Wise,  c<HDmanding 


From  A^r.  23,  1898  to  dose  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  boetilitieB. 
From  May  24,  1898,  to  close  of 

bostiUtieB. 
From  July  10,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  July  8,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  Apr.  23,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
itilities. 


1898,  to  close  of 


of  hOB0 

Do. 
From  July  2 

hostilities. 
From  May  12,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilitieB. 
From  July  1,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  1,  1898,  to  dose  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  6,   1898,   to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  be^nnlng  of  war  to  close 

of  hostilities. 
Do. 
From  Apr.  26,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities. 
From  May  8,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities, 
From  June  3,  1898,  to  close  of 

hostilities.      (In    No.    Patrol 

Squadron  from  May  6  to  May 

29,  1898.) 
From  June  25,  1898,  to  close  of 

bostiUties. 
From  June  4,    1898,  to  oloBe  of 

hostilities.      (In     No.    Patrol 

Squadron  from  May  6  to  May 

80,  1898.) 


From  beginning  of  war  to  May 

24, 1898. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  May 

4, 1898. 
Detached  from  equadron  April 

16, 1898. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  May 

24. 1898. 
From  April  9  to  April  29, 1898. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  Maj 

24, 1898. 
From  May  9  to  May  24, 1898. 
From  May  1  to  May  24, 1898. 

Do. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  May 

24, 1898. 
From  April  31  to  April  29, 1898. 


From  April  30,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  May  5, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  April  30,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  May  2, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 
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PACIFIC  STATION. 
[Eear- Admiral  J.  K.  Millke,  U.  S.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief.] 


I^ame. 


Commander. 


Length  of  eervice. 


Albatross... 
Bennington. . 

Corwin 

Grant 

Perry 

Bash , 

Mohican 

Monadnock.. 

Monterey.... 

Philadelphia. 
"Wheeling 


Lient.  Commander  J.  F.  Moser  to  Jnly  14, 1898 ; 
Lieat.  Commander  C.  "K.  Curtis  from  July  14 
to  Aug.  1,  1898;  Lieut.  Commander  J.  F. 
Moser  again  assumed  command  Aug.  1, 1898. 

Commander  H.  E.  Nichols,  commanding,  to 
July  14, 1898  j  Lieut.  Commander  J.  F.  Moser, 
commanding,  July  14  to  Ang.  1,  1898;  Com- 
mander E.  D.  Taussig  assnmed  command 
Aug.  1, 1898. 

Capt.  w .  J.  Herring,  R.  C.  S.,  commanding 

Capt.  J.  A.  SIamm,K.  C.  S. ,  conuaanding , 

Capt.  W.  J.  Balgore,  K.  C.  S 

Capt.  W.  H.  Roberts,  E.  C.  S 

Commander  G-.  M.  Book,  commanding 

Capt.  "W.  H.  Whiting,  commanding 

Lieut.  Commander  J.  W.  Carlin,  commanding, 
to  May  24,  1898 ;  Commander  E.  H.  C.  Leutze 
aBBumed.  command  May  24, 1898. 

Capt.  G.  H.  'Wadleigh,  commanding , 

Commander  Uriel  Sebree,  commanding 


From  beginning  of  war  to  close 

of  hoatilitiea. 


Do. 


Do. 
Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  June 

25, 1898. 
From  beginning  of  war  to  June 
7, 1898. 

From  July  9, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  be^nning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 


ASIATIC  STATION. 
[Bear- Admiral  G-eobqe  Dbwby,  Commander  in  Chief.] 


Name. 


Commander. 


Length  of  service. 


Baltimore-., 

Boston 

Brutus 

Charleston  , 

Concord  — 

Monadnock, 

Monocacy  .. 

Monterey.., 

Nanshan  ... 

Nero 

Olympia... 

Petrel 

Baleigh 

McCiflloch., 
Zafiro 


Capt.  N.  M.  Dyer,  commanding 

Capt.  Frank  Wildes,  commanding 

Lieut.  Y.  L.  Cottman,  commanding 

Capt.  Henry  Glass,  commanding 

Commander  Asa  Walker,  commanding 

Capt.  "W.  H.  "Whiting,  commanding 

Commander  O,  "W.  Farenholt,  commanding 

Commimder  E.  H.  C.  Lentze,  commanding 

Lient.  "W.  B.  Hodges,  commanding 

Commander  Charles  Belknap,  commanding 

Capt.  C.  V.  Gridley,  commanding,  to  May  25, 
1898;  Capt.  B.  P.  Lamberton  assumed  com- 
mand May  25, 1898. 

Commander  E.  P.  Wood,  commanding 

Capt.  J.  B.  Coghlan,  commanding 

Capt.  D.  B.  Hodgson,  B.  C.  S.,  commanding 

Lieut.  W.  McLean,  commanding 


From  be^nning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 
Do. 

From  Aug.  4, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  July  4, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  Aug.  16,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  Aug.  4, 1898,  to  close  of  hos- 
tilities. 

From  be^nning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

From  Aug.  16,  1898,  to  close  of 
hostilities. 

From  beginning  of  war  to  close 
of  hostilities. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


128786. 
101026. 


[Squadron  General  Order  No.  13.] 


North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  11,  1898. 
1.  By  direction  of  the  Navy  Department,  the  vessels  of  this  command,  including 
those  of  the  Flying  Squadron,  are  organized  in  two  squadrons,  as  follows : 
•   2.  Flagship  of  commander  in  chief:  U.  S.  S.  New  York, 

Attached  to  flag  of  commander  in  chief  for  despatch  and  special  duty :  Gloucester 

Vix&n,  Vesuvius,  and  all  torpedo  boats.  ' 

3.  First  Squadron  (Commodore  J.  A.  Howell,  Commanding).— ^aw  Frandsoo  (flag), 

Puritan,  Terror,  Miantonomoh,  AmpUtrite,  Montgomery,  Machias,  Castine,  Nashville, 
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Newport,  AnnapolU,  Viokiiurg,  Dolphin,  Bancroft,  Mayflower,  Leyden,  Teeumaeh,  Uncas, 
Hamilton,  Morrill,  Hudson,  Woodbury,  Windom,  MoLane,  Hawk,  Wasp,  Armeria. 

i.  iSecond  Squadron  (Commodore  W.  S.  Schley,  Commanding). — Brooklyn  (flag), 
Iowa,  Indiana,  Texas,  New  Orleans,  Marblehead,  Detroit,  Helena,  Wilmington,  Scorpion, 
Suwanee,  Wompatuok,  Osceola,  Tankton,  Hornet,  Eagle,  Hist,  Mangrove,  Manning. 

5.  The  St.  Paul,  Tale,  Harvard,  and  St.  Louis  are  not  at  present  assigned  to  either 
squadron. 

6.  The  Solace,  Resolute,  supply  vessels  and  colliers,  are  not  assigned  to  either  squad- 
ron, but  ■will  be  detailed  as  circumstances  require. 

7.  New  vessels  will  be  assigned  as  they  arrive,  and  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
will  require  frequent  changes  between  the  squadrons,  which  will  be  made  from  time 
to  time. 

8.  Experience  on  the  Cuban  blockade  having  demonstrated  the  difficulties  and 
delays  incident  to  communication  between  ships,  it  is  directed  that  papers  shall  be 
sent  by  commanding  officers  directly  to  the  commander  in  chief,  when,  to  send  them 
through  the  division  commander,  would  impede  public  business,  but  in  such  exigen- 
cies the  division  commander  shall  be  informed  then,  or  subsequently,  if  the  matter 
is  important,  that  this  has  been  done. 

9.  The  following  vessels  have  been  assigned  by  the  Department  to  the  Eastern 
Squadron,  intended  for  special  service,  under  the  command  of  Commodore  J.  C. 
Watson:  Oregon  (flag),  Massachusetts,  Newark,  Dixie,  Yankee,  Tosemite. 

A  supply  vessel  and  several  colliers. 

Wllliam  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


YOTAGES  OF  THE  OREGON,  MARIEni,  AM) 
NICTHEEOT  (BUFFAIO). 
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VOYAGE  OF  THE  OREGON,  MARIETTA,  AND  NICTHEROY  (BUFFALO). 

Washington,  March  7, 1898. 
Oregon,  Bremerton,  Wash. : 

The  situation  is  getting  worse.    Tou  should  go  to  San  Francisco  as 
soon  as  possible  and  get  ammunition. 

Long. 

[Oregon  arrived  at  San  Francisco  March  9, 1898.] 


Washington,  March  12, 1898. 
Sib:  When  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea  proceed,  with  the  vessel 
under  your  command,  to  Callao,  Peru,  and  await  further  orders. 

In  view  of  the  present  critical  condition  of  affairs,  the  Oregon  should 
leave  San  Francisco  at  the  earliest  possible  date  and  arrive  at  Oallao 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  crew  is  to  be  constantly  drilled,  the  passage  of  the  ship  not  to 
be  delayed  thereby. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commanding  Officer, 

Z7.  8.  8.  Oregon. 

(Through  Commandant,  Mare  Island,  Cal.) 


Washington,  March  12, 1898. 
Kavt-Tard,  Mare  Island,  Cal.: 

Prepare  Oregon  for  sea  with  all  possible  dispatch.    Long  cruise.   Fill 
with  coal.    When  will  she  be  ready  to  saU? 

Long. 


[On  March  17  Capt.  C.  E.  Clark  assumed  command  of  Oregon,  reliev- 
ing Capt.  B.  J.  McOormick,  condemned  by  medical  survey. 

On  March  19  the  Oregon  left  San  Francisco  for  Oallao,  arriving  at  the 
latter  port  April  4, 1898,  having  made  an  average  speed  of  1 0.7  knots.] 


Washington,  March  22, 1898. 
Marietta,  Pamama,  Colombia: 

Proceed  to  Callao,  Peru,  and  make  arrangements  to  coal  Oregon  upon 
arrival.    Left  March  19  from  San  Francisco  for  Callao. 

Long. 
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Washington,  March  29, 1898. 

Maeietta,  Gallao,  Peru: 

Contract  for  best  coal  to  be  delivered  on  board  Oregon  immediately 

upon  arrival.     Oregon  to  coal  utmost  dispatch.    Tou  proceed  at  once  to 

Valparaiso.    It  is  possible  you  may  take  possession  of  Chilean  armored 

ci'uiser. 

Long. 


U.  S.  S.  Mabietta,  3d  Bate, 

Gallao,  Peru,  March  31, 1898. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  the  Depart- 
ment's cipher  dispatch  dated  the  29th  instant. 

In  compliance  therewith  I  have  made  necessary  contract  for  coal  for 
the  Oregon,  and  have  750  tons  in  lighters  for  her  now,  which  will  be 
placed  alongside  the  moment  she  arrives. 
This  vessel  leaves  to-night  for  Yalparaiso,  Chile. 
EespectfuUy, 

F.  M.  Symonds, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
The  Seoebtaet  of  the  Navy, 

H'avy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


OallAO,  Peeu,  April  5, 1898. 
Seoebtaey  op  the  Navy, 

Washington: 
Will  complete  work  necessary  boilers  and  engines.    Will  be  ready  to 
sail  Thursday  night  (7th).    I  can  make  Montevideo,  perhaps  Eio  Janeiro, 
not  stopping  at  Valparaiso,  and  if  coal  may  be  obtained  at  Sandy  Point, 
Patagonia,  I  could  make  Bahia. 

Claek. 


Oailao,  April  6, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  of  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. : 
On  account  of  navigation  of  Magellan  Strait,  and  reported  movements 
Spanish  torpedo  vessel  near  Montevideo,  I  should  recommend  Marietta 
to  accompany  this  vessel.    If  required,  I  could  touch  Talcahuana,  Chile, 
for  orders  six  days  after  my  sailing. 

Clabk. 


Washington,  April  6, 1898. 
Oeegon,  Gallao,  Peru: 

Proceed  at  once  to  Montevideo  or  Eio  Janeiro.  The  Spanish  tor- 
pedo boat  Temerario  is  in  Montevideo.  Marietta  has  been  ordered  to 
proceed  to  Sandy  Point,  Patagonia,  to  arrange  for  coal.  How  many 
tons  of  coal  will  you  require?  The  Marietta  and  Oregon  to  proceed 
together.    Keep  secret  your  destination.    Keep  secret  this  message. 

Long. 
[Oregon  sailed  from  Gallao  April  7  for  Sandy  Point.] 
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Washington,  April  7, 1898. 
Maeietta,  Valparaiso: 

Oregon  leaves  to-day  from  Oallao  for  Sandy  Point,  Patagonia.  Go 
ahead  and  secure  600  tons  of  coal  for  her  and  accompany  to  the  north. 
The  United  States  consulates  in  Cuba  have  closed.  United  States 
consul-general  is  coming  home. 

Long. 


115923. 

[Goortesies  extended  by  anthorities  at  Valparaiso.] 

U.  S.  S.  Maeietta,  3d  Eate, 
At  Sea,  Latitude  34°  30'  8.,  Longitude  68°  35'  W.,  April  J37, 1898. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  and  pleasure  to  report  that  while  this  vessel 
was  at  anchor  off  Valparaiso,  Chile,  from  April  7  to  9,  inclusive,  the 
Chilean  civil  and  naval  authorities  were  especially  solicitous  for  her 
safety,  and  took  every  precaution  to  prevent  her  receiving  injury  from 
outside  sources. 

2.  Previous  to  our  arrival,  information  had  reached  the  Chilean 
authorities  that  certain  Spanish  residents  of  Valparaiso  had  threat- 
ened to  destroy  the  Marietta  during  her  stay  at  that  port,  and  I  was 
informed  by  the  intendente  of  the  port  that  he  had  received  instruc- 
tions from  the  President  of  Chile  to  see  that  the  vessel  was  not  injured. 

3.  Although  we  had  a  patrol  boat  about  the  vessel  and  made  necessary 
preparations  on  board  for  a  night  attack,  still  it  was  unnecessary,  as  by 
orders  of  the  civil  authorities  shore  boats  were  not  permitted  under  any 
pretext  to  approach  the  vessel  within  300  meters  during  the  night,  and 
I  learned  that  a  Government  detective  force  on  shore  closely  watched 
suspected  localities  and  persons  until  our  departure. 

4.  Our  arrival  there  was  at  an  inopportune  time  for  coaling  or  obtain- 
ing supplies,  it  being  the  latter  part  of  the  holy  week  of  Lent,  includ- 
ing Holy  Thursday  and  Good  Friday,  days  receiving  Chilean  national 
recognition;  still,  all  restrictions  as  to  labor  and  issuing  of  permits  for 
the  delivery  of  stores  afloat  were  removed  in  our  case. 

5.  I  called  ofl&cially  with  the  United  States  minister  on  the  intendente 
and  the  captain  of  the  port  the  day  of  our  departure  and  thanked  them 
in  person  for  the  courtesies  extended. 

EespectfuUy,  F.  M.  Symonds, 

Gommamder,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seoebtaet  op  the  Natt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  B.  0. 


115930. 

[Beport  of  ran  from  Callao.] 

U,  S.  S.  Oebgon,  1st  Rate, 
^  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  April  30, 1898. 

SiE :  1.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  ship  left  Callao,  Peru, 
on  the  evening  of  April  7  (one  boiler  under  repairs),  having  taken  in 
durlag  our  stay  of  eighty  Jiours  1,100  tons  of  coal  (100  being  in  bags 
on  deck).  Had  comparatively  good  weather  until  we  reached  the  straits, 
though  a  heavy  swell,  increased  by  fresh  southerly  winds,  made  the 
ship  pitch  heavily,  the  jack  staff  sometimes  disappearing  under  the 
solid  seas  that  swept  all  but  the  superstructure  deck.  The  vibrations 
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and  the  racing  of  the  propellers  were  very  marked  at  times,  but  the 
condition  of  affairs  and  the  Department's  instructions  warranted  a  high 
rate  of  speed. 

2.  Entered  the  straits  at  about  3.30  p.  m.  on  the  16th,  and  that 
evening  anchored  outside  Port  Tamar.  One  of  the  severest  gales 
of  the  season  broke  before  an  anchorage  conld  be  reached,  and  as  the 
wind  and  rain  became  so  dense  that  the  abrupt  shores  could  not  be 
seen,  while  no  soundings  could  be  obtained,  the  Oregon  was  for  a  time 
awkwardly  placed.  Just  before  dark  the  anchors  were  let  go  on  a 
rocky  shelf,  fringed  by  islets  and  reefs,  in  38  and  52  fathoms  of  water 
and  they  fortunately  held  through  some  of  the  most  violent  gusts  I 
have  ever  experienced. 

3.  Got  underway  the  next  morning,  April  17,  and  anchored  the  same 
evening  off  Sandy  Point.  The  total  run  from  Oallao  was  made  at  the 
rate  of  11  f  knots  per  hour. 

4.  We  found  the  hulk  from  which  the  coal  (contracted  for  by  Com- 
mander F.  M.  Symonds,  who  arrived  with  the  Marietta  a  few  hours 
later)  was  to  be  furnished  loaded  with  wool,  and  during  the  next  three 
days  our  men  were  constantly  transferring  it  to  enable  them  to  get  at 
the  coal.  The  courtesy  and  good  will  of  the  Chilean  ofBcials  in  allowing 
me  to  take  Government  coal  for  the  Marietta,  and  so  save  further  delays, 
have  been  made  the  subject  of  another  letter. 

5.  We  left  Sandy  Point  before  daylight  on  the  21st  and  the  same 
evening  passed  out  of  the  straits,  but  owing  to  the  Marietta's  low  rate 
of  speed,  evea  under  favorable  conditions,  and  to  the  head  winds  and 
seas  encountered  north  of  the  La  Plata,  we  only  made  Rio  on  the  after- 
noon of  tbe  30th. 

6.  During  the  run,  owing  to  the  chance  that  the  Spanish  torpedo 
vessel  the  Temerario  might,  if  war  existed,  sight  us  before  dark  and 
get  near  enough  to  dispatch  a  torpedo  during  the  night,  only  the  lead- 
ing vessels  showed  any  lights,  and  these  were  screened  at  the  sides. 
The  8-inch  and  6inch  guns  were  loaded  with  shell  and  ammunition  fqr 
the  rapid-fire  guns  was  kept  on  deck,  four  crews  in  each  watch  being 
stationed  at  the  guns.  Orders  for  the  maneuvering  of  the  two  ships  in 
the  event  of  falling  in  with  a  suspicious-looking  vessel  were  issued. 

7.  It  is  gratifying  to  call  the  Department's  attention  to  the  spirit  exist- 
mg  on  board  this  ship,  in  both  oflflcers  and  men,  which  can  best  be 
described  by  referring  to  instances  such  as  that  of  the  engineer  officers 
in  voluntarily  doubling  their  watches  when  high  speed  was  to  be  made, 
to  the  attempt  of  men  to  return  to  the  fire  room  after  being  carried  out 
of  it  insensible,  and  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  crew,  who  were  work- 
ing by  watches  day  and  night  at  Sandy  Point,  preferred  to  leave  their 
hammocks  in  the  netting  until  they  could  get  the  ship  coaled  and  ready 
to  sail. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  E.  Olaek, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy,  Commanding. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0, 


Washington,  April  30, 1898. 
Oregon,  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil: 

War  has  been  declared  between  the  United  States  and  Spain  from 
April  21.  Temerario  has  left  Montevideo,  probably  for  Rio  Janeiro. 
Await  orders. 

Long. 
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Washing  ton,  May  1,  1898. 
Oregon,  Bio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil : 

Four  Spanish  armored  cruisers,  heavy  and  fast,  three  torpedo  boat 
destroyers,  sailed  April  29  from  Cape  de  Verde  to  the  west,  destination 
unknown.  Beware  of  and  study  carefully  the  situation.  Must  be  left 
to  your  discretion  entirely  to  avoid  this  fleet  and  to  reach  the  United 
States  by  West  Indies.  You  can  go  when  and  where  you  desire. 
Nictheroy  and  the  Marietta  subject  to  the  orders  of  yourself. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  2, 1898. 
Oregon,  Mio  Janeiro,  Brazil : 
Do  not  sail  from  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil,  till  further  orders. 

Long. 


WAsniNGTON,  May  2, 1898. 
Oregon,  Rio  Janeiro,  Brazil: 

My  telegram  of  May  2  countermanded.  Carry  out  former  instruc- 
tions, contained  in  my  telegram  of  May  1  to  proceed  with  Oregon, 
Marietta,  and  Nictheroy. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  3, 1898. 
Oregon,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil: 

Inform  the  Department  of  your  plans.    The  Spanish  fleet  in  Philip- 
pine Islands  annihilated  by  our  naval  force  on  the  Asiatic  station. 

Long. 


Eio,  May  4, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  of  May  3d  is  actnowledged.  Will  proceed 
in  obedience  to  orders  I  have  received.  Keeping  near  the  Brazilian 
coast,  as  the  Navy  Department  considers  the  Spanish  fleet  from  Cape 
de  Verde  Islands  superior,  wiU  be  unsuitable.  I  can  coal  from  the 
Nictheroy,  if  necessity  compels  it,  to  reach  the  United  States.  If  the 
Nictheroy  delays  too  much  I  shall  hasten  passage,  leaving  her  with  the 
Marietta.    Every  department  of  the  Oregon  in  fine  condition. 

Clark. 

[On  May  8, 1898,  Oregon  arrived  at  Bahia,  Brazil.] 


Bahia,  Brazil,  May  9, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  I^avy,  Washington: 

Much  delayed  by  the  Marietta  and  the  Nictheroy,  Left  them  near 
Cape  Frio,  with  orders  to  come  home  or  beach,  if  necessity  compels  it, 
to  avoid  capture.  The  Oregon  could  steam  14  knots  for  hours,  and  in 
a  running  fight  might  beat  ofl'  and  even  cripple  the  Spanish  fleet. 
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With  present  amount  of  coal  on  board  will  be  in  good  fighting  trim, 
and  conld  reach  West  Indies.  If  more  should  be  taken  here  I  could 
reach  Key  West;  but,  in  that  case,  belt  armor,  cellulose  belt,  and  pro- 
tective deck  would  be  below  water  line.    Whereabouts  of  Spanish 

fleet  requested.  „ 

Olaek. 


Washington,  May  9, 1898. 
Oregon,  Bahia,  Brazil: 

Proceed  at  once  to  West  Indies  without  further  stop  Brazil.  No 
authentic  news  the  Spanish  fleet.  Avoid  if  possible.  We  believe  that 
yon  will  defeat  it  if  met. 

Long. 


Bahia,  May  11, 1898. 
Seobbtaev  of  Navy,  Washington,  B.  0.: 

Separated  from  the  Oregon  near  Eio  Janeiro  on  May  5.  The  Marietta 
and  Nicfheroy  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  Bahia,  Brazil,  and  report 
arrival.  Nictheroy^s  boilers  are  in  bad  condition,  breaking  down  con- 
tinually. I  recommend  strongly  her  remaining  here  under  protection 
United  States  consul.  I  await  orders.  Can  ascertain  nothing  respect- 
ing the  destination  of  the  Spanish  squadron.  Sailed  April  29  from 
Cape  Verde  Islands. 

Stmonds. 


NAVAL  WAR  BOARD. 

Washington,  Friday,  May  13, 1898. 
The  board  discussed  fully  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  dispatch- 
ing assistance  to  the  Oregon,  in  view  of  the  possibility  of  that  vessel 
being  waylaid  by  the  Cape  de  Verde  squadron.  After  fully  considering 
the  matter  it  was  concluded  that,  under  conditions  as  they  now  exist, 
it  was  inexpedient  to  detail  either  the  Flying  Squadron  or  vessels  from 
Admiral  Sampson's  fleet  to  assist  her,  as  the  danger  of  her  meeting  the 
Spanish  squadron  was  now  thought  to  be  less  than  formerly,  and  it  was 
undesirable  to  disturb  Admiral  Sampson's  operations  around  Porto 
Eico  or  to  leave  the  northern  coast  without  its  chief  defense. 


Bahia,  May  13, 1898. 
Sboeetaet  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  Marietta  leaves  to-day  with  Nictheroy.  Stmonds. 


118094. 

[BepoTt  of  ran  &om  Bio  Janeiro.] 

U.  S.  8.  Okegon,  1st  Rate, 

At  Sea,  Mwy  18,  1898. 
Sie:  (1)  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  having  received,  during  the 
night  after  my  arrival  at  Eio  de  Janeiro,  the  Department's  cablegram  of 
April  30  stating  that  war  had  been  declared  and  that  the  Spanish  tor- 
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pedo  vessel  had  sailed  from  Montevideo,  probably  for  Eio  de  Janeiro, 
and  learning  that  the  American  minister  was  in  Petropolis,  though 
expected  in  Eio  during  the  forenoon,  and  the  consul-general  having 
stated  that  the  representations  from  me  direct  to  the  Brazilian  admiral 
would  be  well  received  and  acted  upon,  I  sent  an  officer  who  explained 
to  the  Brazilian  officer  in  command  of  the  flagship  that  the  Oregon,  a 
$5,000,000  battle  ship,  might  be  disabled  or  even  destroyed  by  the  tor- 
pedo vessel  of  the  nation  that  had  blown  up  the  Maine  and  that  I 
relied  upon  the  Brazilian  naval  forces  to  prevent  any  such  act  of  hos- 
tility in  their  waters,  but  that  if  the  Temarario  entered  the  harbor  and 
approached  the  Oregon  with  a  hostile  purpose  I  must  destroy  her.  The 
American  minister  having  arrived  during  the  afternoon  and  the  situa- 
tion being  explained  to  him  he  immediately  communicated  with  the 
Brazilian  Government.  In  the  meantime,  that  the  Temarario  might 
not  have  the  excuse  of  approaching  too  close  on  the  plea  of  entering 
the  harbor  and  going  to  the  usual  man  o'-war  anchorage,  I  got  under 
way  and  went  farther  up  the  bay,  giving  tlie  commanding  officer  of  the 
Marietta  orders  to  send  her  steam  launch  to  the  Temarario  if  she 
appeared  and  inform  her  commander  that  if  he  approached  within  half 
a  mile  of  the  Oregon  he  would  be  sunk.  The  Marietta  was  ordered  to 
keep  her  search  light  on  the  vessel  all  the  time.  Just  before  anchoring 
in  the  new  berth  word  came  from  the  minister  that  the  Brazilian 
admiral  had  ordered  that  if  the  Temarario  appeared  she  would  be 
stopped  from  entering  the  harbor  or,  if  permitted  to  enter,  would  be 
convoyed  by  a  Brazilian  man  of- war  to  an  anchorage  well  up  the  bay. 
During  the  remainder  of  our  stay  a  cruiser  was  stationed  near  the 
entrance  and  at  night  her  search  lights  and  those  on  Fort  Santa  Cruz 
swept  the  entrance.  In  this,  as  in  all  other  respects  during  our  stay, 
the  Brazilian  officials  showed  by  their  acts  that  their  expressions  or 
sympathy  and  hopes  for  our  immediate  success  were  genuine. 

(2)  On  the  morning  of  May  4,  the  Nictheroy  being  reported  ready,  the 
Oregon  and  the  Marietta  got  underway  and  went  to  sea,  the  Brazilian 
minister  of  marine  having  stated,  as  already  explained  in  my  cablegram 
of  May  3,  that  he  wished  an  interval  of  a  few  hours  to  elapse  between 
the  sailing  of  our  ships  of  war  and  the  Nictheroy,  and  it  was  his  sug- 
gestion that  if  we  went  out  in  the  morning  the  Nictheroy  should  follow 
in  the  evening. 

(3)  Having  sent  several  officers  to  examine  the  Nictheroy  I  had  little 
expectation,  after  hearing  their  reports,  that  she  would  sail  on  time  or 
would  fail  to  break  down  during  the  voyage.  She  did  not  come  out 
that  night,  and  if  she  got  out  the  next  morning  it  was  only  to  stop 
again,  for  it  was  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  that  she  joined  us. 
Another  delay  of  several  hours  immediately  followed,  and  that  night, 
believing  that  the  Department  needed  the  Oregon  at  the  seat  of  war,  and 
knowing  that  if  we  fell  in  with  a  Spanish  fleet  of  superior  force,  with 
torpedo  vessels,  I  must  make  a  running  fight  of  it  at  full  speed,  which 
meant  leaving  the  Marietta  and  Nictheroy  to  escape  the  best  way  they 
could,  as  even  the  former  could  not  be  counted  a  factor  in  such  an 
encounter,  1  ordered  Commander  Symonds  to  proceed  to  Bahia  with 
the  Marietta  and  the  Nictheroy  and  if  need  be  to  run  ashore  if  there 
was  no  other  way  to  avoid  capture. 

(4)  During  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  May  ran  into  Bahia  and  on  the 
following  evening  sailed  for  the  West  Indies,  having  communicated 
with  the  Department  and  been  authorized  to  proceed  without  further 
delays. 

(5)  At  3.20  a.  m.,  'ihis  morning  anchored  off  Bridgetown,  Barbados, 
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havin  g  been  aided  by  the  current  dnrin  g  the  run,  but  making  an  average 
through  the  water  of  11.73  knots., 

(6)  The  harbor  police  boats  immediately  came  alongside,  and  when 
the  health  officer  came  on  board  we  were  regularly  quarantined,  having 
come  from  Brazil.  Soon  after  I  received  a  letter  from  the  governor, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Queen's  proclamation  dated  April  23,  1898, 
and  was  informed  of  the  instructions  regarding  the  use  of  the  tele- 
graph. The  American  consul  came  within  hail  and  stated  that  he  had 
endeavored  to  report  our  arrival.  Have  asked  the  privilege  of  taking 
in  coal  to-day  up  to  400  tons. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  B.  Olark, 

Captain,  U.  S.  JT.,  Commanding. 
The  Sejketabt  of  the  IJfAVT, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

[On  May  24, 1898,  Oregon  arrived  Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida., 

Washington,  Ma/y  24, 1898. 
Oeegon,  Jupiter,  Fla.: 

If  ship  is  in  good  condition  and  ready  for  service,  go  to  Key  West; 
otherwise,  to  Hampton  Eoads.  The  Department  congratulates  you 
upon  your  safe  arrival,  which  has  been  announced  to  the  President. 

Long. 


115461. 
114407. 

[Gongrfltnlatlons  of  Department  to  ofiScers  and  orew  of  Oregon,) 

Washington,  May  26, 1898. 
Oregon: 

(Through  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.) 
The  Department  congratulates  you,  your  officers,  and  crew  on  the 
completion  of  your  long  and  remarkably  successful  voyage. 

Long. 


U.  S.  8.  Oregon,  1st  rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  27, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  Department's  telegram 
of  yesterday,  which  was  received  and  read  to  all  hands  at  muster  the 
same  evening,  causing  great  enthusiasm  and  spontaneous  cheers.  That 
the  officers,  who  have  labored  so  faithfully  and  intelligently  to  bring 
the  ship  around  in  our  efficient  condition  for  fighting  and  steaming, 
and  especially  that  the  crew,  who  individually  and  collectively  have 
made  real  sacrifices  and  who  for  two  months  have  asked  for  nothing 
but  the  privilege  of  doing  extra  work  that  might  hasten  the  progress 
of  the  ship,  should  be  mentioned  and  congratulated,  affords  me,  as  the 
commanding  officer,  especial  gratification. 

Very  respectfully,  O.  E.  Clark, 

Captain,  U.  S.  JT,,  Commanding. 
The  Sborbtabt  op  the  Navy, 

Wathington,  D  0. 
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117866. 

[Begardlng  conToy  of  Nwtheroy.] 

U.  S.  S.  Marietta,  3d  Eate, 
At  Sea,  Latitude  30°  19'  JV.,  Longitude  66°  06'  W.,  May  30,  1898. 
Sir:  I  respectfully  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  Department's 
order  dated  May  14, 1898, 1  convoyed  the  U.  S.  merchant  steamer  Nic- 
theroy  around  Gape  St.  Eoque,  but  not  being  able  to  ascertain  at 
Bahia,  Brazil,  whether  or  not  coal  could  be  obtained  at  Para,  Brazil, 
where  it  was  necessary  for  this  vessel  to  coal  in  order  to  make  Key 
West,  I  convoyed  that  vessel  to  the  Para  Eiver,  where  I  obtained  from 
her  117  tons  of  coal.  After  receiving  the  coal  I  gave  written  orders  to 
the  master  of  the  Nictheroy,  in  compliance  with  the  Department's 
instructions,  a  copy  of  which  orders  accompany  this  report,  and  put  to 
sea.  The  Nictheroy  was  obliged  to  remain  in  the  Para  Eiver  two  or 
three  days  to  make  necessary  repairs  to  her  boilers,  but  expected  to 
put  to  sea  by  May  24. 

EespectfuUy,  P.  M.  Stmonds, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

2favy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Marietta,  3d  Eate, 

Para  River,  Brazil,  May  21,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  I^Tavy,  dated  May  12, 1898, 1  have  to  inform  you  that  your  vessel 
is  no  longer  under  convoy  of  this  command,  and  you  are  directed  to 
proceed  with  your  vessel  alone  hereafter  to  any  home  port. 
EespectfuUy, 

F.  M.  Stmonds, 
Commander,  U.  8,  N.,  Commanding. 
Captain,  Steamer  Nictheroy, 

Fara  Biver,  Brazil. 


118815. 

[Heport  of  run  from  San  J0136,  Gnatemala.} 

U.  S.  S.  Marietta, 
Key  West,  Fla.,  June  6,  1898. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  recent  trip  of  this  vessel  from  San  Jos6,  Gua- 
temala, to  this  port,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  as  to  the  satisfactory 
performance  of  her  engines  and  boilers,  as  also  the  other  departments 
of  this  vessel. 

Upon  no  occasion  were  we  obliged  to  stop  for  even  slight  repairs,  and 
when  on  route  from  Punta  Arenus  to  Eio  de  Janeiro,  accompanied  by 
the  Oregon,  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining  the  full  con- 
tract horsepower  of  the  engines. 

Upon  arrival  here,  after  the  run  from  San  Jos6,  Guatemala,  about 
12,000  miles,  had  the  immediate  services  of  the  vessel  been  desired  she 
could  have  proceeded  to  sea  at  once  after  coaling. 

This  general  condition  of  the  vessel  is  due  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
zeal  of  the  officers  and  crew  consequent  upon  the  demands  of  war. 
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The  cheerfulness  and  efforts  of  all  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay 
in  our  arrival  at  this  place  is  deserving  of  mention,  and  was  most  forcibly 
illustrated  at  our  last  coaling  point,  the  Para  River.  The  crew  having 
worked  all  one  night,  engaged  in  coaling,  in  a  temperature  that  was 
trying  in  the  extreme,  were  the  following  forenoon,  despite  their  zeal, 
unable  to  maintain  their  record  for  fast  work ;  whereupon,  to  encourage 
them,  two  of  the  watch  ofiicers,  neither  of  whom  were  on  watch  at  the 
time,  seized  wheelbarrows  and  assisted  in  coaling  until  all  was  on  board, 
and  in  consequence  I  was  enabled  to  get  to  sea  that  day. 
EespectfuUy, 

F.  M.  Symonds, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seceetaet  op  the  Xavv, 

]!favy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Washington,  June  14, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  the  6th  instant, 
relative  to  the  passage  of  the  U.  8.  8.  Marietta,  from  San  Jos6  de  Guate- 
mala, to  Key  West,  the  Department  takes  occasion  to  congratulate  you 
and  those  under  your  command  upon  the  successful  termination  of  their 
long  voyage. 

The  Department  desires  to  express  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  your  command,  its  appreciation  of  the  efforts 
made  by  them  to  carry  out  their  orders.  It  is  such  zeal  and  spirit  as 
has  been  shown  by  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Marietta  that  has  brought 
to  a  successful  end  every  enterprise  undertaken  by  our  service  in  the 
present  war. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Lon>,  Secretary. 

Commanding  Oppicee,  U.  S.  8.  Marietta. 


NORTHEM  PATROL  SQUADRON  AID  AUXILIARY 
MYAL  FORCE. 
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NOETHERN  PATROL  SaUADRON  AITD  AUXILIARY  NAVAL  FORCE. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  6, 1898. 
Commander  in  Chief, 

Patrol  Fleet,  etc. 
Sir:  The  Department  incloses  herewith  a  tracing  of  a  section  of 
northern  coast,  with  patrol  lines  marked  on  it  in  red. 

Tour  aim  should  be  to  distribute  your  vessels  to  the  best  advantage 
upon  or  near  these  lines,  and  have  them  patrol,  on  their  respective 
cruising  grounds,  as  a  protection  to  the  coast  and  the  coastwise  trade. 
The  lines  are  approximate  only. 

The  flying  squadron  is  expected  to  patrol  between  the  capes  of  Vir- 
ginia and  the  capes  of  Delaware. 

Tour  patrol  ships  on  the  northern  lines  will  coal  at  Boston;  those  on 
the  Block  Island  line  at  Tompkiusville. 

If  you  have,  at  any  time,  more  ships  than  are  necessary  to  patrol 
these  lines,  you  should  so  inform  the  Department. 
EespectfuUy, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


N'Att  Department,  Washington,  May  6, 1898. 

Eear-Admiral  Henry  Brben, 

In  Charge  Auxiliary  Defense  Fleet. 

Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  question  of  the  patrol  of  defensive  mine  fields 
at  the  different  harbors  where  the  auxiliary  defense  fleet  is  stationed, 
the  Department  considers  that  the  maintenance  of  the  mine  fields  in 
proper  condition  and  repair,  and  the  furnishing  of  necessary  craft  for 
doing  that  work,  devolves  upon  the  War  Department. 

Such  of  the  smaller  vessels  of  the  auxiliary  defense  fleet  as  you  may 
think  proper,  when  not  required  for  duty  of  a  more  strictly  military 
character,  will  be  employed  in  patroling  the  neighborhood  of  the  mine 
fields,  for  the  purpose  of  obliging  friendly  vessels  to  cross  the  same  by 
and  through  the  channels  that  have  been  marked  for  that  purpose  by 
the  Army. 

EespectfuUy, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  7, 1898. 

Hon.  E.  A.  Alger, 

Secretary  of'  War. 
Sir:  Some  question  having  arisen  as  to  the  injury  to  the  defensive 
mine  fields  at  New  York  by  the  pas>age  through  them  of  friendly 
vessels  which  have  not  kept  in  the  designated  channel,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  establish  some  sort  of  patrol  for  the  purpose  of  regulating 
the  matter. 

S9 


60  BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

It  being  assumed  tliat  the  War  Department  will  maintain  the  mine 
fields,  keep  them  in  repair,  and  mark  suitable  channels  over  them  for 
use  of  friendly  vessels,  the  Navy  Department  will,  as  suggested  by  your 
Chief  of  Engineers,  furnish  patrol  boats  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
friendly  ships  from  passing  over  the  mine  fields  otherwise  than  through 
the  regular  channels  designated  by  the  War  Department  for  that 
purpose. 

Of  course  the  chief  duties  of  the  patrol  boats  of  the  Naval  Auxiliary 
Defense  Fleet  will  be  to  keep  a  lookout  along  the  coasts  of  their  respec- 
tive districts  for  vessels  and  boats  of  the  enemy,  and  to  drive  them  off, 
or  get  reenforcements  for  that  purpose,  as  the  case  may  be. 
Eespectfiilly, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Washington,  May  9,  1898. 
Eear-Admiral  Henry  Erben, 

Navy-Yard,  New  Yoric: 
Place,  as  soon  as  practicable,  enough  patrol  boats  on  the  mine  fields 
about  New  York  to  oblige  ships  to  keep  the  channel  marked  by  the 
Army. 

Long. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  June  21, 1898. 
Commander  in'  Chief  Northern  Patrol  Squadron, 

Provincetown,  Mass. 
Sir  :  Instead  of  keeping  the  vessels  under  your  command  constantly 
cruising,  as  heretofore,  you  will  station  them  singly  at  fixed  points  of 
the  coast  line,  between  Hampton  Eoads  and  Bar  Harbor,  sufficiently 
distributed  to  have  one  always  within  easy  reach  of  any  particular 
section  that  may  be  menaced. 

Tou  are  at  liberty  to  choose  such  positions  as  seem  most  suitable  to 
you,  always  however  at  a  telegraph  station,  except  that  one  vessel  must 
always  be  kept  at  Newport  News  with  steam  up  to  protect  the  battle- 
ships there  building  against  possible  attacks. 

Shift  the  positions  of  the  ships  from  time  to  time,  and  make  a  weekly 
report  of  their  positions  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.    They  should 
also  make  a  tour  of  their  cruising  ground  occasionally,  and  lie  per- 
petually with  warm  water  in  the  boilers. 
Yery  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary, 


The  full  report  of  the  operations  of  the  United  States  Auxiliary 
Naval  Force  is  to  be  found  on  pages  15  to  47,  of  the  report  of  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  the  year  1898.  Certain  orders  in 
regard  to  preliminary  measures  for  coast  defenses  on  the  Pacific  having 
been  intrusted  for  execution  to  Eear-Admiral  J.  N.  Miller,  United 
States  Navy,  commander  in  chief  of  the  PaciOc  Station,  as  a  part  of 
his  regular  duties,  will  be  found  in  this  appendix  under  Operations  in 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  page  135  and  following. 


OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ASIATIC  STATION. 

(1)  NAVAL  BATTLE  OF  MANILA  BAY,  MAY  1,  1898. 

(2)  INVESTMENT  AND  FALL  OF  MANILA. 
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(1)  NAVAL  BATTLE  OF  MANILA  BAY,  MAY  1,  1898. 
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OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ASIATIC  STATION. 

NAVAL,  BATTLE  OF  MANILA  BAY,  MAY  1,  1898. 

Washington,  January  27, 1898. 
Dbwet,  Olympia,  ToJcohama,  Japan  : 

Retain  until  farther  orders  the  crew  of  the  squadron  whose  terms  of 
enlistment  have  expired. 

Oeowninshibld. 


Washington,  February  35, 1898. 
Dewet,  Hongkong: 

Order  the  squadron,  except  the  Monocacy,  to  Hongkong,  Keep  fall 
of  coal.  In  the  event  declaration  of  war  Spain,  your  duty  wiU  be  to 
see  that  the  Spanish  squadron  does  not  leave  the  Asiatic  coast,  and 
then  offensive  operations  in  Philippine  Islands.  Keep  Olympia  until 
further  orders. 

EOOSBVELT. 


Washington,  February  26, 1898. 
Dewet,  HongTcong: 
Keep  full  of  coal — the  best  that  can  be  had. 

Long. 


Washington,  March  21, 1898. 
Dewey,  HongTcong: 

The  Baltimore  has  been  ordered  to  proceed  to  Hongkong,  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  Mohican  at  Honolulu,  with  ammunition  for  the  Asiatic 
Station. 

Long. 

Washington,  April  1, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong: 

Pill  up  with  provisions  purchased  on  station;  then  how  many  days 
provisions  have  you  on  hand?  How  much  soap  and  tobacco  shall  I 
ship? 

Long. 

Washington,  April  4, 1898. 

Dewey,  Hongkong: 

Can  you  purchase  Immediately  supply  steamer?    What  will  be  the 

cost  of? 

Long. 
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Hongkong,  April  4, 1898. 
Seceetary  of  the  Kavt,  Washington: 

I  have  chartered  the  British  steamer  NansJian,  having  over  3,000  tons 
of  coal  now  on  board.  Before  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  can  and  would 
purchase  this  steamer.  I  request  the  earliest  information  in  order  to 
conclude  arrangements.  Can  not  be  made  after  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  April  6, 1898. 
Dewey,  RongTcong: 

Purchase  immediately  Wanshan  and  one  more  vessel  for  supplies. 
Charge  special  appropriation.  Send  the  receipts  to  the  Department. 
Enlist  for  special  service,  if  possible,  one  year,  unless  sooner  discharged, 
the  crew  of.  Detach  and  order  assume  command  of  each  an  officer. 
Arm  if  possible.    War  may  be  declared.    Condition  very  critical. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  6, 1898. 
Dewey,  HongJcong: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  of  April  4  is  acknowledged.    I  approve  action. 
Expedite  delivery.    April  6  may  be  last  opportunity. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  April  6, 1898. 
Sbcbetaey  of  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G.  : 

I  have  purchased  Nanshan  and  I  have  engaged  her  crew.  Will  detail 
an  officer  for  command.  I  have  ordered  three  officers,  50  men  from 
Monocacy  to  fill  vacancies  here.  I  hope  to  get  another  steamer.  *  *  » 
The  receipt  of  telegram  April  6  acknowledged,  to  expedite  delivery. 

Dewey, 

Washington,  April  7, 1898. 
Dewey,  Monglcong: 

Land  all  woodwork,  stores,  etc.,  it  is  not  considered  necessary  to  have 
for  operations. 

Long. 

Hongkong,  April  9, 1898. 
Seoretaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

I  have  purchased  the  British  steamer  Zafiro,  for  supplies,  for  £18,000 
sterling.    I  will  arm,  equip,  and  man  vessel  immediately. 

Dewey. 

Washington,  April  31, 1898 
Dewey,  HongJcong: 

The  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station  are  blockading  Cuba 
War  has  not  yet  been  declared.  War  may  be  declared  at  any  moment' 
I  will  inform  you.    Await  orders. 

Long. 
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^  Washington,  April  24,  1898. 

Dewey,  HongTcong: 

War  has  commenced  between  the  United  States  and  Spain.  Proceed 
at  once  to  Philippine  Islands.  Commence  operations  at  once,  particu- 
larly against  the  Spanish  fleet.  Tou  must  capture  vessels  or  destroy. 
Use  utmost  endeavors. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  April  25,  1898. 
Secretary  of  N"avy,  Washington: 

The  squadron  will  leave  for  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  immediately 
upon  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  consul  from  Manila. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  April  25, 1898. 
Secretary  of  ^JTavy,  Washington: 

In  accordance  with  the  request  of  the  governor  of  Hongkong,  the 
squadron  leaves  to  day  for  Mirs  Bay,  China,  to  await  telegraphic 
instructions.    Address,  Hongkong.    I  will  communicate  by  tug. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  April  26, 1898. 
Dewey,  HongJcong : 

Following  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  for- 
warded for  your  information : 

Whereas,  by  an  act  of  Congress  approved  April  26,  1898,  it  is  declared  that  war 
exists  and  that  war  has  existed  since  the  21st  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1898,  including  said 
day,  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain;  and  whereas, 
it  being  desirable  that  such  war  should  be  conducted  upon  principles  in  harmony 
with  the  present  views  of  nations  and  sanctioned  by  their  recent  practice,  it  has 
already  been  announced  that  the  policy  of  this  Government  wiU  be  not  to  resort  to 
privateering,  but  to  adhere  to  the  rules  of  the  declaration  of  Paris :  Now,  therefore, 
I,  Wniiam  McKinley,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  virtue  of  the 
power  vested  in  me  by  the  Constitution  and  the  laws,  do  hereby  declare  and  pro- 
claim :  One,  the  neutral  flag  covers  the  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contra- 
band of  war ;  two,  neutral  goods,  contraband  of  war,  are  not  liable  to  confiscation 
under  the  enemy's  flag;  three,  blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding,  must  be  effective; 
four,  Spanish  merchant  vessels  in  any  ports  or  places  within  the  United  States  shall 
be  allowed  till  May  31st,  1898,  inclusive,  for  loading  their  cargoes  and  departing 
from  such  ports  or  places,  and  such  Spanish  mercliant  vessels,  if  met  at  sea  by  any 
United  States  ship,  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  their  voyage,  if,  on  examination 
of  their  papers,  it  shall  appear  that  their  cargoes  were  taken  on  board  before  the 
expiration  of  the  above  term,  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to 
Spanish  vessels  having  on  board  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the 
enemy,  or  any  coal,  except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  voyage,  or  any  other 
article  prohibited  or  contraband  of  war,  or  any  despatch  of  or  to  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment: five,  any  Spanish  merchant  vessel  which,  prior  to  April  21,  1898,  shall 
have  sailed  from  any  foreign  port,  or  place  in  the  United  Stiites,  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter  such  port  or  place,  and  to  discharge  her  cargo,  and  afterwards,  Krthwith, 
to  depart  without  molestation,  and  any  such  vessel,  if  met  at  sea  by  any  United 
States  ship,  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  her  voyage  to  any  port  not  blockaded; 
six,  the  right  of  search  is  to  be  exercised  with  strict  reg.irfl  for  the  rights  of  neutrals, 
and  the  voyages  of  mail  steamers  are  not  to  be  interfered  with  except  on  the  clearest 
grounds  of  suspicion  of  a  violation  of  law,  in  respect  to  contraband  or  blockade. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed. 
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Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  the  26th  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  the  one  hundred  and  twenty-second. 

WlIXIAM  McKlNLBY. 

By  the  President : 

John  Shebmai^,  Secretary  of  State, 

Long. 


Hongkong,  April  37, 1898. 
Seoeetabt  op  Kavt,  WasMngton: 

Williams,  the  United  States  consul  from  Manila,  has  arrived.    The 
squadron  will  sail  immediately  for  the  Philippine  Islands. 

Dewbt. 


Hongkong,  May  7, 1898.    (Manila,  May  1.) 
Seobetaet  op  the  Kavt,  Washington: 

The  squadron  arrived  at  Manila  at  daybreak  this  morning.  Imme- 
diately engaged  enemy  and  destroyed  the  following  Spanish  vessels: 
Reina  Ohristina,  GastilUa,  Don  Antonio  de  Biloa,  Don  Juan  de  Austria, 
Isla  de  Luzon,  Isla  de  Cuba,  General  Lezo,  Marquis  del  Duaro,  El  Gurreo, 
Velasco,  one  transport,  Isla  de  Mandano,  water  battery  at  Cavite.  I 
shall  destroy  Oavite  arsenal  dispensatory.  The  squadron  is  uninjured. 
Few  men  were  slightly  wounded.  I  request  the  Department  wiU  send 
immediately  from  San  Francisco  fast  steamer  with  ammunition.  The 
only  meauB  of  telegraphing  is  to  the  American  consul  at  Hongkong. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  May  3, 1898. 
Dewbt  (care  American  consul),  BongTcong: 

I  send  hearty  congratulations  to  yourself  and  your  officers  and  men. 
The  President  highly  appreciates  your  achievement.  I  await  report 
from  you,  on  receipt  of  which  further  action  will  be  taken  and  any 
supplies  that  you  wish  wiU  be  forwarded. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  May  7, 1898.    (Cavite,  May  4.) 
Seoeetabt  op  the  Navt,  Washington: 

I  have  taken  possession  of  the  naval  station  at  Oavite,  Philippine 
Islands,  and  destroyed  its  fortifications.  Have  destroyed  fortifications 
bay  entrance,  paroling  garrison.  Have  cut  cable  to  main  land.  I  con- 
trol bay  completely  and  can  take  city  at  any  time,  but  I  have  not  suffi- 
cient men  to  hold.  The  squadron  excellent  health  and  spirits.  The 
Spanish  loss  not  fully  known;  very  heavy;  150  killed,  including  cap- 
tain, on  Beina  Oristina,  alone.  I  am  assisting  and  protecting  Spanish 
sick  and  wounded,  250  in  number,  in  this  hospital,  within  our  lines. 
Will  ammunition  be  sent?  I  request  answer  without  delay.  I  can 
supply  squadron  coal  and  provisions  for  a  long  period.  Much  excite- 
ment at  Manila.  Scarcity  of  provisions  on  account  of  not  havin  g  econo- 
mized stores.    WiU  protect  foreign  residents. 

Dewbt. 
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Washington,  May  7, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul)  Honglcong  : 

The  President,  in  the  name  of  the  American  people,  thanks  you  and 
your  ofiScersand  men  for  your  splendid  achievement  and  overwhelming 
victory.  In  recognition  he  has  appointed  you  acting  rear-admiral,  and 
will  recommend  a  vote  of  thanks  to  you  by  Congress  as  a  founda- 
tion for  farther  promotion.  The  Charleston  will  leave  at  once  with  what 
ammunition  she  can  carry.  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company's  steamer 
PeMn  will  follow  with  ammunition  and  supplies.  Will  take  troops 
unless  you  telegraph  otherwise.    How  many  wiU  you  require? 

Long. 


Washington,  May  7, 1898. 
Sir:  Fnder  the  authority  of  section  1434  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  of 
the  United  States,  you  have  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
United  States  naval  force  on  the  Asiatic  Station,  with  the  rank  of  rear- 
admiral. 

Tou  will  hoist  the  flag  of  a  rear-admiral,  will  wear  the  uniform,  and 
will  affix  that  title  to  your  official  signature. 
Eespectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Commodore  George  Dewey,  U.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  Asiatic  Station, 

JJ.  S.  Flagship  Olympia. 


Hongkong,  June  17, 1898.    (Cavite,  June  12.) 
Secretary  op  I^Tavy,  Washington: 

The  following  is  correct  list  Spanish  vessels  destroyed  May  1 :  Two 
protected  cruisers,  Isla  de  Cuba,  Isla  de  Luzon  ;  five  unprotected  cruisers, 
Beina  Christina,  Gastilla,  Don  Antonio  de  JJlloa,  Don  Juan  de  Austria, 
Velasco  ;  two  gunboats.  General  Lezo,  Marquis  del  Duero  ;  one  transport, 
Isla  de  Mindano ;  onesurveyingvesselj^lr^'o*,  both  armed.  The  follow- 
ing have  been  captured:  One  transport,  Manila;  one  gunboat,  Callao. 

Dewey. 


Manila,  November  26,  1898. 
Secretary  I^avy,  Washington: 

Isla  de  Luzon,  Isla  de  Cuba,  and  Don  Juan  de  Austria  have  been 
raised  and  docked.  My  anticipations  as  to  their  value  fully  realized. 
Will  leave  shortly  for  Hongkong  under  their  own  steam.  Constructor 
Capps  deserving  highest  commendation. 

Dewey. 


119197. 

[Report  of  engagement  of  squadron  with  Spanish  forces  at  Manila  Bay.] 

No.  240  D.]  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  May  4, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  squadron  under  my  command: 

The  squadron  left  Mirs  Bay  on  April  27,  immediately  on  the  arrival 
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of  Mr.  O.  P.  Williams,  United  States  consul  at  Manila,  who  brought 
important  information  and  who  accompanies  the  squadron. 

Arrived  off  Bolinao  on  the  morning  of  April  30  and,  finding  no  ves- 
sels there,  proceeded  down  the  coast  and  arrived  off  the  entrance  to 
Manila  Bay  on  the  same  afternoon. 

The  Boston  and  Concord  were  sent  to  reconnoiter  Port  Subic,  I  hav- 
ing been  informed  that  the  enemy  intended  to  take  position  there.  A 
thorough  search  of  the  port  was  made  by  the  Boston  and  Concord,  but 
the  Spanish  fleet  was  not  found,  although,  from  a  letter  afterwards 
found  in  the  arsenal  (inclosed  with  translation),  it  appears  that  it  had 
been  their  intention  to  go  there. 

Entered  the  Boca  Grande,  or  south  channel,  at  11.30  p.  m.,  steaming  in 
column  at  distance  at  8  knots.  After  half  the  squadron  had  passed,  a 
battery  on  the  south  side  of  the  channel  opened  fire,  none  of  the  shots 
taking  effect.    The  Boston  and  McCulloch  returned  the  fire. 

The  squadron  proceeded  across  the  bay  at  slow  speed,  and  arrived 
off  Manila  at  daybreak,  and  was  fired  upon  at  5.15  a.  m.  by  three  bat- 
teries at  Manila  and  two  at  Cavite  and  by  the  Spanish  fleet  anchored 
in  an  approximately  east  and  west  line  across  the  mouth  of  Bakor  Bay, 
with  their  left  in  shoal  water  in  Canacao  Bay. 

The  squadron  then  proceeded  to  the  attack,  the  flagship  Olympia, 
under  my  personal  direction,  leading,  followed  at  distance  by  the  Balti- 
more, Raleigh,  Petrel,  Concord,  and  Boston,  in  the  order  named,  which 
formation  was  maintained  throughout  the  action.  The  squadron  opened 
fire  at  6.41  a.  m.  While  advancing  to  the  attack,  two  mines  were 
exploded  ahead  of  the  flagship,  too  far  to  be  effective. 

The  squadron  maintained  a  continuous  and  precise  fire  at  ranges 
varying  from  5,000  to  2,000  yards,  countermarching  in  a  line  approxi- 
mately parallel  to  that  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  The  enemy's  fire  was 
vigorous,  but  generally  ineffective. 

Early  in  the  engagement  two  launches  put  out  toward  the  Olympia 
with  the  apparent  intention  of  using  torpedoes.  One  was  sunk  and 
the  other  disabled  by  our  fire  and  beached  before  an  opportunity 
occurred  to  fire  torpedoes.  At  7  a.  m.  the  Spanish  flagship  Reina  Chris- 
tina made  a  desperate  attempt  to  leave  the  line  and  come  out  to  engage 
at  short  range,  but  was  received  with  such  galling  fire,  the  entire  bat- 
tery of  the  Olympia  being  concentrated  upon  her,  that  she  was  barely 
able  to  return  to  the  shelter  of  the  point.  The  fires  started  in  her  by 
our  shell  at  this  time  were  not  extinguished  until  she  sank. 

At  7.35  a.  m.,  it  having  been  erroneously  reported  to  me  that  only 
15  rounds  per  gun  remained  for  the  5-inch  rapid-fire  battery,  I  ceased 
firing  and  withdrew  the  squadron  for  consultation  and  a  redistribution 
of  ammunition,  if  necessary. 

The  three  batteries  at  Manila  had  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  from  the 
beginning  of  the  engagement,  which  fire  was  not  returned  by  this 
squadron.  The  first  of  these  batteries  was  situated  on  the  south  mole 
head  at  the  entrance  to  the  Paslg  River,  the  second  on  the  south  bastion 
of  the  walled  city  of  Manila,  and  the  third  at  Malate,  about  one-half 
mile  farther  south.  At  this  point  I  sent  a  message  to  the  Governor- 
General  to  the  eflect  that  if  the  batteries  did  not  cease  firing  the  city 
would  be  shelled.    This  had  the  effect  of  silencing  them. 

At  11.16  a.  m.,  finding  that  the  report  of  scarcity  of  ammunition  was 
incorrect,  I  returned  with  the  squadron  to  the  attack.  By  this  time 
the  flagship  and  almost  the  entire  Spanish  fleet  were  in  flames,  and  at 
12.30  p.  m.  the  squadron  ceased  firing,  the  batteries  being  silenced  and 
the  ships  sunk,  burnt,  and  deserted. 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  71 

At  12.40  p.  m.  the  squadron  returned  and  anchored  oflf  Manila,  the 
Petrel  being  left  behind  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  smaller  gun- 
boats, which  were  behind  the  point  of  Oavite.  This  duty  was  performed 
by  Commander  E.  P.  Wood  in  the  most  expeditious  and  complete 
manner  possible. 

The  Spanish  lost  the  following  vessels: 

Sunk — Reina  Christina,  Gastilla,  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa, 

Burnt — Don  Juan  de  Austria,  Isla  de  Luzon,  Isla  de  Cuba,  General 
Lezo,  Marques  del  Duero,  JEl  Gorreo,  Velasco,  and  Isla  de  Mindanao 
(traTisport). 

Captured — Eapido  and  Hercules  (tugs)  and  several  smai?  launches. 

I  am  unable  to  obtain  complete  accounts  of  the  enemy's  killed  and 
wounded,  but  believe  their  loss  to  be  very  heavy.  The  Reina  Christina 
alone  had  150  killed,  including  the  captain,  and  90  wounded. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  the  damage  done  to  the  squadron  under 
my  command  was  inconsiderable.  There  were  none  killed,  and  only  7 
men  in  the  squadron  very  slightly  wounded.  As  will  be  seen  by  tlie 
reports  of  the  commanding  officers  which  are  herewith  inclosed,  several 
of  the  vessels  were  struck  and  even  penetrated,  but  the  damage  was  of 
the  slightest,  and  the  squadron  is  in  as  good  condition  now  as  before 
the  battle. 

I  beg  to  state  to  the  Department  that  I  doubt  if  any  commander  in 
chief,  under  similar  circumstances,  was  ever  served  by  more  loyal,  effi- 
cient, and  gallant  captains  than  those  of  the  squadron  now  under  my 
command.  Capt.  Frank  Wildes,  commanding  the  Bostvn,  volunteered 
to  remain  in  command  of  his  vessel,  although  his  relief  arrived  before 
leaving  Hongkong. 

Asst.  Surg.  0.  P.  Kindleberger,  of  the  Olympia,  and  Gunner  J.  C. 
Evans,  of  the  Boston,  also  volunteered  to  remain  after  orders  detaching 
them  had  arrived. 

The  conduct  of  my  personal  staff  was  excellent.  Commander  B.  P. 
Lamberton,  chief  of  staff,  was  a  volunteer  for  that  position  and  gave 
me  most  efficient  aid.  Lieut.  T.  M.  Brumby,  iiag  lieutenant,  and 
Ensign  W.  P.  Scott,  aid,  performed  their  duties  as  signal  officers  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner.  The  Olympia  being  short  of  officers  for  the 
battery,  Ensign  H.  H.  Caldwell,  itlag  secretary,  volunteered  for  and 
was  assigned  to  a  subdivision  of  the  5-inch  battery. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Stickney,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  United  States  Navy, 
and  now  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Herald,  volunteered  for  duty 
as  my  aid,  and  rendered  valuable  service. 

While  leaving  to  the  commanding  officers  to  comment  on  the  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  under  their  commands,  I  desire  especially  to 
mention  the  coolness  of  Lieut.  C.  G.  Calkins,  the  navigator  ot  the 
Olympia,  who  came  under  my  personal  observation,  being  on  the  bridge 
with  me  throughout  the  entire  action,  and  giving  the  ranges  to  tlie 
guns  with  an  accuracy  that  was  proven  by  the  excellence  of  the  firing. 

On  May  2,  the  day  following  the  engagement,  the  squadron  again 
went  to  Cavite,  where  it  remains.  A  landing  party  was  sent  to  destroy 
the  guns  and  magazines  of  the  batteries  there.  The  first  battery,  near 
the  end  of  Sangley  Point,  was  composed  of  two  modern  Tiubia  B.  L. 
rifles  of  15  centimeters  caliber.  The  second  was  1  mile  farther  down 
the  beach,  and  consisted  of  a  modern  Canet  12  centimeter  B.  L.  rifle 
behind  improvised  eartliworks. 

On  the  3d  the  military  forces  evacuated  the  Cavite  Arsenal,  which 
was  taken  possession  of  by  a  landing  party.    On  the  same  day  the 
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Baleigh  and  Baltimore  secured  the  surrender  of  the  batteries  on  Corre- 
gidor  Island,  paroling  the  garrison  and  destroying  the  guns. 

On  the  morning  of  May  4  the  transport  Manila,  which  had  been 
aground  in  Bakor  Bay,  was  towed  off  and  made  a  prize. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Dewey, 

Commodore,  U.  8.  N',, 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station, 

The  Seorbtaet  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
(Bureau  of  Navigation.) 


134535. 
119197. 


No 


[Complements  of  Spanish  vessels  destroyed  at  STanila.] 


374-M.]  TJ.  S.  Naval  Poece  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Oavite,  Philippine  Islands,  July  9,  1898. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  section  4635  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  1  have  the 
honor  to  forward  the  following  list  of  the  complements  of  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy  destroyed  by  the  squadron  under  my  command  in  the  battle 
of  Manila  Bay  on  May  1, 1898,  taken  from  the  official  list  of  the  Spanish 
Navy: 


Ship. 


Beina  Ohrietlna 

Castilla 

Bon  Juan  de  Anstria. 
Don  Antonio  de  ITUoa 

Isla  de  Cuba 

laladeLnzon 

Marines  del  Duero  . . . 

GreneralLezo 

Argos 

Velaeco.... 


Officers, 
etc. 

Total 
comple- 
ment. 

67 

362 

52 

349 

28 

179 

31 

189 

31 

156 

31 

158 

18 

96 

20 

115 

21 

87 

28 

147 

1,796 


The  Trans- Atlantic  Company's  steamer  Isla  de  Mindanao  was  armed 
and  took  part  in  the  battle,  and  was  also  destroyed.  Her  complement  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  estimated  at  120. 

From  the  above  it  appears  that  the  enemy  had  more  men  in  this 
engagement  than  the  United  States  squadron.  In  this  connection  I 
beg  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  a  letter  from  the  com- 
manding offlcer  of  the  Petrel,  dated  June  26, 1898,  which  has  already 
been  forwarded  and  which  gives  a  statement  by  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
Beina  Christina,  showing  that  the  crews  of  the  Spanish  vessels  were 
largely  in  excess  of  the  complements  given  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Geoege  Dewey, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Seoeetaey  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 
(Bureau  of  Navigation.) 
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119197. 

[Beport  of  engagement  at  Manila  Bay.] 

No.  6-C.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Oltmpia, 

Off  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  May  3,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  this  ship's 
engagement  with  the  enemy  on  May  1 : 

On  April  30  we  stood  down  for  the  entrance  to  Manila  Bay.  At  9.42 
p.  m.  the  crew  were  called  to  general  quarters  (the  ship  having  been 
previously  cleared  for  action)  and  remained  by  their  guns,  ready  to 
return  the  Are  of  the  batteries  if  called  upon. 

At  about  11.30  p.  m.  we  passed  through  Boca  Grande  entrance  of 
Manila  Bay.  The  lights  on  Corrigidor  and  Caballo  islands  and  on  San 
Nicolas  Banks  were  extiuguished. 

After  this  ship  had  passed  in  the  battery  on  the  southern  shore  of 
entrance  opened  flre  at  the  ships  astern,  and  the  McOulloch  and  the 
Boston  returned  the  flre. 

At  4  a.  m.  of  May  1  coffee  was  served  out  to  ofQcers  and  men.  At 
daybreak  sighted  shipping  at  Manila.  Shifted  course  to  southward  and 
stood  for  Oavite.  At  5.06  two  submarine  mines  were  exploded  near, 
Cavite  bearing  south-southeast,  distant  4  miles.  At  5.15  battery  on 
Shangly  Point  opened  flre,  but  the  shell  fell  short.  Other  shells  passed 
over  us,  ranging  7  miles.  At  5.41  a.  m.  we  opened  fire  on  Spanish  ships 
with  forward  8-inch  guns,  which  were  soon  followed  by  the  5-inch  bat- 
tery.   A  rapid  fire  was  kept  up  until  the  close  of  the  action. 

The  range  varied  from  5,600  to  2,000  yards. 

A  torpedo  boat  ran  out  and  headed  for  this  ship,  but  was  finally 
driven  back  by  our  secondary  battery.  She  came  out  a  second  time 
and  was  again  repulsed.  This  time  she  had  to  be  beached,  as  several 
shot  had  hit  her. 

Batteries  from  Manila  fired  occasional  shots  at  the  ships  during  the 
action,  but  did  no  damage. 

At  6.20  turned  to  starboard  and  headed  back  in  front  of  the  Spanish 
line.  The  Olympia  led  the  column  three  times  to  the  westward  and 
twice  to  the  eastward  in  front  of  the  Spanish  ships  and  shore  batteries. 
On  one  occasion  the  Spanish  flagship  Beina  Gristina  was  hit  by  an 
8-ineh  shell  from  our  forward  turret  and  raked  fore  and  aft.  At  7.35 
ceased  firing  and  stood  out  into  Manila  Bay. 

The  men  went  to  breakfast. 

Many  of  the  Spanish  ships  were  seen  to  be  on  fire,  and  when  we 
returned  at  11.16  to  complete  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  only 
one,  the  Don  Antonio  de  tflloa,  and  the  shore  batteries  returned  our  flre. 
The  former  was  sunk  and  the  latter  were  silenced. 

At  12.40  p.  m.  stood  back  to  Manila  Bay  and  anchored. 

Besides  making  the  ordinary  preparations  of  clearing  ship  for  action, 
the  heavy  sheet  chains  were  faked  up  and  down  over  a  buffer  of  awnings 
against  the  sides  in  wake  of  the  5- inch  ammunition  hoists  and  afforded 
a  stanch  protection,  while  iron  and  canvas  barricades  were  placed  in 
various  places  to  cover  guns'  crews  and  strengthen  moderate  defenses. 

The  vessel  was  struck  or  slightly  hulled  as  follows : 

(1)  Plate  indented  IJ  inches  starboard  side  of  superstructure  just  for- 
ward of  second  5-inch  sponson. 

(2)  Three  planks  torn  up  slightly  in  wake  of  forward  turret  on  star- 
board side  of  forecastle. 

(3)  Port  after  shrouds  of  fore  and  main  rigging. 

(4)  Strongback  of  gig's  davits  hit  and  slightly  damaged. 

(5)  Hole  in  frame  of  ship  between  frames  65  and  66  on  starboard  side 
below  main  deck  rail:  made  bv  a  6-pouuder. 
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(6)  Lashing  of  port  whaleboat  davit  carried  away  by  shot. 

(7)  One  of  the  rail  stanchions  carried  away  outside  of  port  gangway. 

(8)  Hall  of  ship  indented  on  starboard  side  1  foot  below  main-deck 
rail  and  3  feet  abaft  No.  4  coal  port. 

The  forward  8-inch  guns  fired  23  shells.  The  ammunition  hoist  was 
temporarily  out  of  commission  on  account  of  the  blowing  of  the  fuse. 
The  right  gun  worked  well  with  the  electrical  batteries.  Battery  of 
left  gun  failed  to  explode  the  primer  after  the  first  shot;  also  resistance 
lamp  in  dynamo  circuit  broken.  Used  percussion  primers  in  this  gun 
with  good  results  after  the  first  shot. 

The  after  turret  fired  13  shells.  Had  three  misfires  with  battery  of 
right  gun  and  two  with  dynamo  circuit,  as  fuses  blew  out.  In  renew- 
ing fuses  they  were  immediately  blown  out;  so  shifted  to  percussion 
primers  with  good  results.  In  left  gun  1  shell  jammed,  after  which 
used  half-full  and  half-reduced  charge,  which  fired  it.  Battery  of  this 
gun  gave  good  results.    One  primer  failed  to  check  gas. 

The  smoke  from  the  5  inch  battery  and  from  the  forward  8-inch  guns 
gave  considerable  trouble,  and  in  both  turrets  the  object  glass  of  the 
telescopic  sights  became  covered  with  a  deposit  from  the  powder  and 
had  to  be  wiped  off  frequently.  These'  are,  nevertheless,  considered 
good  sights  for  heavy  guns;  but  it  is  recommended  that  bar  sights  be 
installed  in  case  of  emergency,  as  there  is  no  provision  for  sighting  other 
than  with  the  telescopes. 

The  batteries  for  the  5-inch  guns  found  tobeunreliable.  Used  dynamo 
circuit  on  3  guns  with  good  results.  Ammunition  poor.  Many  shell 
became  detached  from  the  cases  on  hjadlng  and  had  to  be  rammed  out 
from  the  muzzle.  Several  cases  jammed  in  loading  and  in  extracting. 
Guns  and  gun  mounts  worked  well.    Fired  about  281  5-inch  shell. 

The  6  pounder  battery  worked  to  perfection,  firing  1,000  rounds.  Fired 
360  rounds  of  1-pounder  and  1,000  rounds  of  small-arm  ammunition. 

From  9.42  p.  m.  of  April  30  till  12.40  p.  m.  May  1,  two  divisions  of  the 
engineer's  force  worked  the  boilers  and  engines,  keeping  up  steam  and 
working  well,  notwithstanding  the  heat  of  the  fire  aiid  engine  rooms. 
The  third  division  worked  at  their  stations  in  the  powder  division. 

The  ship  needs  no  immediate  repairs  and  is  in  excellent  condition  to 
engage  the  enemy  at  any  time. 

There  were  no  casualties  nor  wounded  on  this  ship. 

Where  every  officer  and  man  did  his  whole  duty  there  is  only  room  for 
general  praise.  Pay  Inspector  D.  A.  Smith,  Fleet  Pay  (Jlerk  Wm.  J. 
Kightmire,  and  Pay  Clerk  W.  M.  Long  all  volunteered  for  and  performed 
active  service  not  required  by  their  stations.  Ensign  H.  H.  Caldwell, 
secretary  to  the  commander  in  chief,  volunteered  for  fighting  duty  and 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  subdivision  of  the  5-inch  battery. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Stickney,  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Herald  (and  formerly 
a  naval  officer  of  exceptional  ability),  served  as  a  volunteer  aid  to  tlie 
commander  in  chief  and  rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  carrying  mes- 
sages and  in  keeping  an  accurate  account  of  the  battle.  One  6-pounder 
was  manned  by  a  crew  of  marines,  and  two  relief  crews  for  the  5-inch 
guns  and  two  for  the  6-pounders  acted  as  sharpshooters  under  Capt.  W 
Biddle,  U.  S.  M.  0. 

The  range  was  obtained  by  cross  bearings  from  the  standard  compass 
and  the  distance  taken  from  the  chart. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

Oh.  V.  Geiblet, 
Captain  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding  U.  8.  Flagship  Olympia. 

The  OOMMANDBE  IN   CHIEF, 

Asiatic  Station. 
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[Beport  of  engagement  at  Manila  Bay  May  1, 1898.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Ealbigh, 
Off. Manila,  Luzon,  May  4,  1898. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  this  vessel  of  your  squadron  during  the  engagement  with  the 
Spanish  squadron  and  shore  batteries  at  Oavite,  near  Manila,  on  the 
morning  of  May  1, 1898: 

At  about  12.10  a.  m.  of  May  1,  when  passing  in  column,  natural  order, 
abreast  of  El  Praile  Island,  at  the  entrance  to  the  bay,  I  observed  a 
flash,  as  of  a  signal  thereon,  and  at  about  12.16  a.  m.  a  shot  was  fired 
from  El  Fraile,  passing,  as  I  think,  diagonally  between  the  Petrel  and 
this  vessel.  A  shot  was  fired  in  return,  but  without  efiect,  by  the  star- 
board after  5-inch  gun  of  this  vessel. 

At  5  a.  m.,  when  the  squadron  was  nearly  abreast  the  city  of  Manila 
and  the  flagship  was  turning  to  pass  down  toward  Cavite,  the  Lunetta 
Battery,  of  apparently  heavy  guns,  at  Manila,  opened  fire  and  con- 
tinued so  long  as  the  squadron  was  in  action.  This  vessel  shifted  posi- 
tion from  starboard  to  port  (inside)  quarter  of  the  Baltimore,  and  held 
that  position  until  retired  at  7.35  a.  m.  At  a  few  minutes  after  6  a.  m. 
this  vessel,  so  soon  as  the  Spanish  vessels  at  Gavite  bore  on  the  port 
bow,  opened  fire  with  the  6-iuch  gun,  and  then  with  the  5-inch  guns  in 
succession,  as  fast  as  they  would  bear.  The  secondary  battery  guns 
did  not  seem  to  reach  the  enemy,  and  their  fire  was  soon  stopped  and 
not  again  used  until  the  distance  was  considerably  lessened.  At  11.20 
a.  m.,  when  signal  was  made  to  reengage,  this  vessel  started  ahead  full 
speed  (using  reserve  speed)  to  keep  up  with  the  flagship,  but  it  was 
found  to  be  impossible,  and  falling  behind  all  the  time,  I  cut  across  to 
gain  line  abreast  of  Gavite  Battery  just  as  tlie  flagship  passed  the  Bal- 
timore at  that  port,  at  which  time  we  opened  fire  with  all  guns.  At  12, 
in  obedience  to  signal,  this  vessel  attempted  to  get  into  the  inner  har- 
bor to  destroy  enemy's  vessels,  but  getting  into  shoal  water — 20  feet — 
was  obliged  to  withdraw,  and  so  reported.  While  attempting  to  get 
inside,  the  battery  was  used  on  an  enemy  vessel  at  anchor  (supposed 
to  be  the  Bon,  Antonio  de  Ulloa)  until  she  sank.  Not  being  able  to  find 
a  channel  farther  Inside,  and  everything  in  sight  having  been  destroyed, 
this  vessel,  at  1.30  p.  m.,  withdrew  and  later  anchored  near  the  flagship. 
I  inclose  a  statement  of  the  ammunition  expended  during  the  engage- 
ment. 

I  am  very  pleased  to  report  that  the  officers  and  crew  behaved  splen- 
didly. Each  and  every  one  seemed  anxious  to  do  his  whole  duty,  and, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn,  did  it.    Their  whole  conduct  was  beyond  praise. 

This  vessel  was  struck  but  once,  and  then  by  a  6-pounder  shell,  which 
passed  through  both  sides  of  the  whaleboat  (above  her  water  line),  and 
then  glanced  along  the  chase  of  the  starboard  6-pounder  on  our  poop. 
The  gun  was  not  injured,  and  the  whaleboat  but  slightly,  and  she  is 
again  ready  for  service. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  there  were  no  casualties  of  any  kind. 

This  vessel  at  the  close  of  the  engagement  was  in  as  good  condition 
as  when  it  began,  and  without  any  preparation  could  have  fought  it 
over  again. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  very  brilliant 
victory  you  achieved  over  a  naval  force  nearly  equa3  to  your  own  and 
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backed  by  extensive  shore  batteries  of  very  heavy  guns,  and  this  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  life.    History  points  to  no  greater  achievement. 
Very  respectfully, 

J,  B.  OOGHLAN, 
Captain,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Commodore  George  Dewey,  IT.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  Asiatic  Station. 
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[Report  of  engagement  at  Manila  Bay  May  1,  1898.  J 

No.  6.]  U.  S.  S.  Concord, 

Manila,  May  2,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  article  275,  United  States  Navy  Eegulations, 
I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  late  action  so  far  as  this 
vessel  was  concerned : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  I  took  position  in  line.  In  passing  the 
city  a  big  gun  opened  on  the  fleet,  to  which  I  replied  with  two  shots. 
The  Concord  held  her  position  in  the  line  until  your  order  to  withdraw 
from  action. 

Later  in  the  day  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  burn  a  transport.  To  arrive 
at  the  position  of  the  transport  my  course  lay  so  as  to  open  the  dock- 
yard and  vessels  therein,  at  which  I  took  a  few  shots  with  the  6-inch 
battery.    I  succeeded  in  firing  the  transport,  which  is  still  in  flames. 

Each  and  every  one  of  my  subordinates  did  his  whole  duty  with  an 
enthusiasm  and  zeal  beyond  all  praise.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to 
the  executive  ofScer,  Lieut.  Commander  George  P.  Oolvocoresses,  for  the 
cool,  deliberate,  and  efficient  manner  with  which  he  met  each  phase  of 
the  action,  and  for  his  hearty  cooperation  in  my  plans.  Lieut.  T.  B. 
Howard,  the  navigator,  proved  that,  like  his  father,  he  was  ready  to 
ofier  his  life  to  his  country  and  flag.  The  ofiQcers  of  divisions — Lieut. 
P.  W.  Hourigan,  powder;  Lieut,  (j.  g.)  C.  M.  McCormick,  third  gun; 
Ensign  L.  A.  Kaiser,  second  gun,  and  Ensign  W.  C.  Davidson,  first 
gun — performed  every  duty  with  zeal  and  alacrity.  Ensign  O.  S. 
Knepper,  in  charge  of  signals,  performed  the  duty  as  though  he  were 
in  the  daily  habit  of  being  under  fire.  P.  A.  Paymaster  E.  D.  Eyan 
volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the  after  powder  division,  and  was  most 
useful  therein.  The  steam  department,  under  Chief  Engineer  G.  B. 
Ransom  and  P.  A.  Engineer  H.  W.  Jones,  was  in  a  perfect  condition, 
working  as  though  on  parade.  Pay  Clerk  P.  K.  Hunt  volunteered  to 
assist  the  surgeon.  The  crew,  one  and  all,  worked  with  enthusiasm. 
I  have  nothing  but  praise  for  each  and  every  man. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  there  were  no  casualties.  The  Concord 
was  not  hit. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition  expended :  One  hundred  and 
fifteen  6-inch  full  charges,  sixty-seven  6-inch  reduced  charges,  six  shrap- 
nel, one  hundred  and  seventy-six  6-inch  common  shell,  two  hundred 
and  twenty  6-pounder  cartridges,  one  hundred  and  twenty  3-pounder 
cartridges,  and  sixty  1-pounder  cartridges. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  ammunition  remaining  on  board;  also  the  report 
of  the  executive  officer  and  of  the  chief  engineer. 
Very  respectfully, 

Asa  Walker, 
Commander,  U.  8.  JT.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Forob, 

Asiatic  Station. 
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U.  S.  S.  Concord,  3d  Rate, 

Manila  Say,  May  S,  1898. 

SiK:  1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  in  Manila  Bay : 

At  12.25  a.  m..  May  1,  1898,  the  Concord,  being  in  her  assigned  position  in  the  col- 
umn and  cleared  for  action,  entered  the  Boca  Grande.  While  passing  El  Fraile  a 
rocket  was  fired  and  soon  followed  by  a  shot  from  a  battery  on  shore.  This  ship 
returned  the  fire.  A  second  shot  from  the  battery  passed  between  our  main  and  miz- 
zen  masts  and  over.    We  fired  again,  after  which  the  battery  did  not  reply. 

At  12.45  a.  m.  we  fired  at  a  moving  light  on  the  starboard  quarter,  and  it  was 
extinguished. 

At  5.05  a.  m.,  while  approaohing  the  anchorage  off  Manila,  we  were  fired  upon  by 
a  shore  battery  and  two  shots  were  exchanged ;  we  also  fired  at  a  supposed  torpedo 
boat  that  ran  out  from  Cavite  and  was  sunk  by  the  Olympia's  guns.  Another  boat 
made  for  the  Olympia,  but  meeting  a  warm  reception,  turned,  ran  on  the  beach,  and 
was  abandoned. 

The  squadron,  in  splendid  order,  turned  to  the  right  when  off  the  city  and 
advanced  on  the  Spanish  fleet,  which  appeared  in  line  of  battle  off  Sangley  Point, 
in  Canacao  Bay.  They  opened  upon  ub  at  once,  but  most  of  their  shots  fell  short. 
As  we  steamed  past  the  enemy's  line  each  vessel  of  our  squadron  delivered  fire  from 
her  port  battery  and  the  effect  was  soon  apparent.  The  ensign  of  a  cruiser,  which 
we  took  to  be  the  Beina  Cristina,  was  shot  away,  but  hoisted  again,  and  she  took 
fire  at  7.25  a.  m.,  apparently  from  the  effects  of  a  shell  from  the  Concordat  third  divi- 
sion, and  the  fire  hose  could  be  seen  playing  aloft. 

Three  complete  turns  were  made  by  our  squadron  in  front  of  the  enemy's  line, 
the  ships  firing  whenever  the  guns  would  bear. 

At  7.40  a.  m.  we  ceased  firing,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
and  at  8.10  a.  m.  the  crews  went  to  breakfast.  At  this  time  several  of  the  enemy's 
ships  were  in  flames  and  explosions  took  place  on  board  one  of  them;  some  were 
sinking  and  others  withdrawing  for  protection  behind  Canacao  and  Cavite. 

At  8.30,  in  obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  flagship,  "Concord,  go  in  and  see  what 
ships  are  on  fire,"  this  vessel  promptly  proceeded  toward  the  Spanish  line,  but  the 
order  was  annulled. 

At  9.25  a  loud  report  was  heard,  which  came  from  one  of  the  Spanish  cruisers,  and 
was  followed  by  flames  and  smoke. 

At  11.45  a.  m.  our  squadron  again  stood  in  for  the  enemy,  when  signal  was  made 
for  the  Concord  to  destroy  a  large  transport  that  was  anchored  well  inside  in  shallow 
water  and  where  there  were  a  number  of  fish  weirs.  In  passing  we  fired  with  great 
effect  at  the  curtain  of  the  fort  at  Cavite  and  at  two  Spanish  vessels.  At  this  time 
the  battery  work  of  all  our  divisions  was  most  excellent,  exhibiting  all  the  coolness 
and  precision  of  ordinary  target  practice.  On  arriving  within  2,500  yards  of  the 
transport  we  commenced  firing  with  main  and  secondary  batteries,  and  at  the  first 
round  about  ten  boat;  loaded  with  men  were  seen  to  leave  her  and  land  on  the  beach . 

At  12.25  not  a  Spanish  flag  was  flying  in  the  harbor  except  from  the  staff  of  the 
sunken  cruiser  Don  Antonio  De  Ulloa,  submerged  behind  Sangley  Point;  the  Beina 
Christina  was  a  mass  of  flames  and  sunk  near  the  bastion  at  Cavite,  and  the  Casiilla 
was  burning  rapidly  in  Cafiacao  Bay.  The  remaining  vessels  of  the  Spanish  fleet 
sought  refuge  behind  the  arsenal  and  several  of  them  were  on  fire ;  the  guns  at  the 
Cavite  and  Sangley  batteries  had  almost  ceased  firing,  and  a  white  fiag  appeared  on 
the  shears  at  the  arsenal. 

The  Concord  continued  firing  at  the  transport  in  obedience  to  signal,  and  to  hasten 
operations  the  first  cutter  and  whaleboat,  in  charge  of  Ensigns  Kaiser  and  Davidson, 
armed  for  cutting  out,  were  got  into  the  water,  the  former  from  the  skid  beams, 
with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  provided  with  inflammables,  but  before  they  had 
gone  any  distance  it  was  discovered  that  the  transport  was  on  fire  and  the  boats 
were  recalled  and  hoisted  in.  At  1.45  we  started  to  rejoin  the  squadron,  but  were 
ordered  to  go  to  the  Petrel  at  Cavite,  where  she  had  been  sent  to  destroy  the  vessels 
at  the  arsenal.  She  signaled  as  we  anchored,  "  Have  destroyed  eight  vessels  here." 
White  flags  were  flying  at  various  points  on  shore  and  there  was  no  longer  any 

resistance.  4.  e  on 

The  Boston  joined  us  at  5.dU.      ,,,.,,„ 

Durine  the  engagement  a  number  oi  shot  ana  shell  passed  over  and  near  us,  but 
neither  the  vessel  nor  her  crew  received  damage  from  the  enemy. 

The  blocks  of  the  whaleboat's  falls  and  a  chest  hanging  over  the  quarter,  several 
TisiTiPH  of  elasB  and  some  crockery  were  injured  by  the  concussion  of  our  own  guns. 

Tbe  76^  enerey  and  steadiness  displayed  by  all  the  men  and  officers  while  nnder 
firo  are  deserving  of  the  greatest  praise,  and  the  thorough  and  effloient  working  of 
+h  hntferv  the  promptness  of  the  ammunition  supply,  the  completeness  of  prepa 
rations  for  the  care  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  and  the  perfect  working  of  the  engines 
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and  mechanical  devices  reflect  the  highest  credit  upon  each  of  the  officers  of  divisions 
and  heads  of  departments  of  the  ship  under  your  command. 
EespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.   P.   COLVOCORBSSBS, 

Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Executive  Officer. 
Commander  Asa  Walker, 

Commanding  Concord. 
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[Eeport  at  action  of  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Baltimore, 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  May  4, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  as  required  by 
article  437,  Navy  Eegulations,  of  the  engagement  of  this  ship  with  the 
Spanish  fleet  and  shore  batteries  at  Sangley  Point,  Gavite  Bay,  on 
the  1st  instant. 

At  early  daylight  the  fleet  had  reached  a  point  close  up  to  the  shipping 
off  the  city  of  Manila,  when  the  signal  was  made,  "Prepare  for  gen- 
eral action."  Spanish  batteries  near  Old  Manila  opened  fire  at  long 
range  at  about  the  same  time.  Flagship  leading,  with  port  helm,  bore 
down  on  the  right  of  Spanish  line  of  vessels,  formed  in  a  somewhat 
irregular  crescent  at  anchor,  extending  from  off  Sangley  Point  to  the 
northeast,  and  in  readiness  to  receive  us,  their  left  supported  by  the 
batteries  on  Sangley  Point. 

Following  your  lead  in  close  order,  our  fire  commenced  with  the  port 
battery  at  about  5.40  a.  m.,  at  a  distance  of  about  6,000  yards. 

Our  column  passed  down  the  enemy's  line,  turning  with  port  helm  as 
their  left  was  reached,  engaging  them  with  starboard  battery  on  the 
return.  This  maneuver  was  performed  three  times  at  distances  from 
the  enemy's  ships  varying  from  2,600  to  5,000  yards,  when  you  signaled 
to  "withdraw  from  action"  at  7.  5. 

Upon  reaching  a  convenient  distance  in  the  bay,  you  signaled,  "Let 
the  people  go  to  breakfast;"  and  at  8.40,  "Commanding  oflScers  repair 
on  board  the  flagship." 

While  on  board  the  flagship  I  received  an  order  to  intercept  a  steamer 
coming  up  the  bay,  reported  to  be  flying  Spanish  colors. 

Soon  after  starting  on  this  duty  I  discovered  the  colors  of  the  stranger 
to  be  British,  and  so  reported  by  signal,  you  having  in  the  meantime 
made  general  signal  to  get  under  way  and  follow  your  motions,  this  ship 
being  at  the  time  some  2  miles  to  the  south-southwest  of  the  flagship  on 
her  way  to  intercept  the  supposed  Spanish  steamer. 

At  10.55  you  made  general  signal,  "Designated  vessel  will  lead,"  with 
Baltimore's  distinguishing  pennant,  and  in  a  few  minutes  signal  to 
"attack  the  enemy's  batteries  or  earthworks"  and  for  fleet  to  "close 
up;"  in  obedience  to  which  order  this  ship  led  in,  with  starboard  helm, 
to  a  position  off  the  Oanacoa  and  Sangley  Point  batteries  and  opened 
fire  with  starboard  battery  at  a  distance  of  about  2,8U()  yards,  closing 
in  to  2,200,  between  which  and  2,700  yards  our  best  work  was  done, 
slowing  the  shi])  dead  slow,  stopping  the  engines  as  range  was  obtained, 
delivering  a  rapid  and  accurate  lire  upon  the  shore  batteries  and  a  gun- 
boat just  inside  of  Sangley  Point,  since  proven  to  have  been  the  Don 
Antonio  de  Ulloa,  practically  silencing  the  batteries  in  question  before 
the  fire  of  another  ship  became  eftective,  owing  to  the  lead  we  had 
obtained  iu  our  start  for  the  supposed  Spanish  steamer. 

The  fire  of  ships  and  batteries  having  been  silenced  and  the  white 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  79 

flag  displayed  on  the  arsenal  buildings  at  Oavite,  yon  signaled,  at  1.20, 
"^^    prepare  to  anchor,"  and  at  1.30,  "Anchor  at  discretion." 

1  he  victory  was  complete. 

The  wind  was  light  and  variable  during  the  first  engagement  and 
from  the  northeast;  force  2  to  3  during  the  second 

The  firing  devices  gave  considerable  trouble,  extractors,  sear  springs, 
and  firing  pins  bending  and  breaking,  and  wedge  blocks  jamming, 
i^lectric  firing  attachments  gave  trouble  by  the  grease  and  dirt  inci- 
dent to  firing  insulating  the  connections,  so  much  so  that  shortly  after 
the  engagement  commenced  they  were  abandoned  for  percussion,  but 
coolness  and  steadiness  replaced  defective  parts  in  the  shortest  possible 
time. 

The  ammunition  supply  was  ample,  and  the  test  was  conclusive  so 
long  as  electric  hoists  are  uninjured. 

The  behavior  of  ofllcers  and  m  en  was  beyond  all  praise.  The  accuracy 
and  rapidity  of  their  fire  you  were  an  eyewitness  of.  The  steadiness 
and  cool  bearing  of  all  on  board  who  came  under  my  observation  was 
that  of  veterans. 

The  fact  that  the  ship  was  so  rarely  hit  gave  few  opportunities  for 
conspicions  acts  of  heroism  or  daring,  but  the  enthusiasm  and  cool 
steadiness  of  the  men  gave  promise  that  they  would  have  been  equal 
to  any  emergency. 

I  shall  report  later  such  detail  of  individual  merit  as  has  been  men- 
tioned by  ofiicers  of  divisions  or  that  came  under  my  own  observation. 

I  inclose  (a)  report  of  executive  oflQcer;  (b)  surgeon's  report  of  casu- 
alties; (c)  carpenter's  report  of  damages;  {d)  report  of  ammunition 
expended. 

Very  respectfully,  N.  M.  Dyer, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Oommanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Navai.  Foroe, 

Asiatic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  BA.LTIMORB, 

Off  Manila,  May  S,  1898. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  with  article  525,  United  States  Navy  RegulationB,  I  have  the 
following  report  to  submit  of  the  action  of  May  1,  at  Cavite : 

The  Baltimore  was  engaged  twice  during  the  day  in  company  with  the  other 
vessels  of  the  squadron.  The  action  of  the  battery  and  the  conduct  of  all  con- 
nected with  it  and  its  service  were  admirable.  It  is  difficult  to  discriminate  where 
coolness  and  efficiency  prevailed  throughout  the  ship's  company.  The  spirit  and 
readiness  of  all  were  in  the  highest  degree  commendable.  The  service  of  the  guns 
and  the  delivery  of  ammunition  were  most  prompt,  and  the  experience  has  indicated 
to  me  that  when  occasion  demands,  the  supply  of  anmiunition  is  sufficient  to  meet 
all  probable  wants. 

The  Baltimore  was  struck  five  times,  with  small  projectiles,  all  of  which,  with  one 
exception,  exploded  or  broke  up.  The  most  serious  hit,  happily  attended  with  no 
serious  injury  to  any  officer  or  man,  came  from  a  4.7-inoh  steel  projectile,  which 
entered  the  ship's  side  forward  of  the  starboard  gangway,  about  a  foot  above  the 
line  of  the  main  deck.  It  passed  through  the  hammock  netting,  downward  through 
the  deck  planks  and  steel  deck,  bending  and  cracking  deck  beam  in  wardroom  state- 
room No  5  then  glanced  upward  through  the  after  engine  room  coaming,  over 
aeainst  the'after  cylinder  of  No.  3  6-inch  gun  (port),  carrying  away  lug  and  start- 
ing several  shield  bolts  and  putting  the  gun  out  of  commission;  deflected  over  to 
the  starboard  side,  striking  a  ventilator  ladder  and  dropping  on  deck.  In  its  pas- 
sae'e  it  struck  a  box  of  3-pounder  ammunition  of  the  fourth  division,  exploding 
HBveral  charges,  and  wounded  Lieutenant  Kellogg,  Ensign  Irwin,  and  6  men  of  the 
crun's  crew—none  very  seriously.  A  second  shot  came  in  about  a  foot  above  the 
berth  deck  lust  forward  of  the  blowers,  passed  through  the  'thwart-ship  alleyway, 
hitting  the'oxhaust  pipe  of  the  starboard  blower,  causing  a  slight  leak.    A  third 
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■hot  Btrnok   abont  3  feet  above  the  water  line  on  the  port  tide,  abreast  bnnker 
B-110,  passed  into  the  bunker,  cutting  blower  drain  and  main  air  duct,  and  eicploa 
ing  in  bunker.    A  fourth  ahot  came  in  about  6  feet  above  the  berth  deck,  starboard 
Bide,  abreast  the  forward  end  of  the  forward  wash  room,  and  broke  up  in  a  clotnes 
looker.    A  fifth  struck  the  starboard  forward  ventilator,  slightly  bending  it. 

The  upper  cabin  skylight,  the  after  range  finder,  and  the  two  whaleboats  hang- 
ing at  the  davits  were  all  destroyed  by  the  shock  of  discharge  from  the  8-mch  guns 
of  the  second  division.  .  ,   ,     ,     x  j    «. 

The  holes  in  the  port  side  were  temporarily  plugged  with  leak  stoppers  ana  alter- 
wardt  patched  with  rubber  and  iron  patches.  „  „     .       ■«  -n  t 

No.  4  gun  was  got  ready  for  use  by  the  afternoon  of  May  2,  Ensign  N.  B.  Irwrn 
devoting  intelligent  personal  efforts  to  the  accomplishment  of  the  work. 

Veryrespectftdly,  j.  B.  Briggs, 

Ueatenant-Commandtr,  U.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  COMMAin>mG  OlTICEB. 
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[BepoTt  of  action  at  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Pbtbel, 
Manila  Bay,  May  4, 1898. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  report  as  follows  concerning  my  share  in  the 
action  fought  by  the  fleet  under  your  command  in  Manila  Bay,  off 
Oavite,  on  the  morning  of  May  1, 1898 : 

The  ship  had  been  partly  cleared  for  action  at  Hongkong  and  on  the 
run  to  Manila.  Went  to  quarters  for  action  at  9.45  p.  m.  of  April  30, 
and  all  preparations  were  completed.  Hammocks  were  not  piped  down, 
but  men  were  allowed  to  sleep  at  their  guns. 

The  position  of  Petrel  was  fourth  from  head  of  column,  astern  of 
Baleigh  and  ahead  of  Concord.  We  passed  in  through  Boco  Grande, 
about  1  mile  from  El  Fraile.  All  lights  were  masked  and  only  stern 
lights  showing.  At  11.10  a  rocket  and  light  were  shown  from  Oorregidor 
Island,  and  just  as  the  Baleigh  and  Petrel  came  abreast  El  Fraile  three 
shots  were  fired  from  a  shore  battery  on  the  rock,  these  being  promptly 
replied  to  by  the  Baleigh,  Concord,  and  Boston.  We  steamed  slowly  up 
the  bay,  and  just  as  day  was  breaking,  about  5  o'clock,  the  shore  bat- 
teries below  Manila  began  firing.  It  was  scarcely  light  enough  to  dis- 
tinguish signals  from  this  vessel  when  flagship  made  signal  to  '^Prepare 
for  action,"  so  signal  was  repeated  from  the  Baltimore.  During  time 
column  was  forming  and  closing  up,  the  batteries  from  below  Manila 
were  firing.  As  flagship  stood  to  southward  the  ships  and  batteries  at 
Oavite  began  their  firing,  and  gradually,  as  we  approached,  we  could 
make  out  ships  under  way  in  harbor  and  three  guns  on  shore  firing. 
The  battery  of  this  vessel  began  firing  at  5.22  by  the  deck  clock  at  a 
range  of  5,000  yards. 

The  column  circled  three  times  from  east  to  west  in  front  of  shore,  stand- 
ing in  a  little  nearer  each  time,  the  first  time  being  3,000  yards  and  the 
third  time  1,800  yards.  During  these  three  rounds  this  vessel  expended 
ninety-two  6-inch  common  shells,  eighty-two  6-inch  full  charges,  ten 
reduced  charges,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty-three  3-pounders.  Several 
times  during  rounds  had  to  cease  firing  on  account  of  smoke  and  in 
order  to  economize  ammunition.  The  greater  part  of  our  great-gun  fire 
was  at  the  Beina  Christina  and  Castilla,  the  former  steaming  around 
the  harbor  and  the  latter  anchored  about  500  yards  off  Sangley  Point; 
but  the  other  and  smaller  vessels  were  fired  at  when  opportunity  offered. 
Especially  was  the  fire  of  the  rapid-fire  guns  aimed  at  a  yellow  launch, 
which  was  apparently  a  torpedo  boat  trying  to  turn  our  flank,    The 
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navigator,  Lieut.  B,  A.  Fiske,  was  stationed  in  the  top  with  a  stadi- 
meter  to  determine  the  distance  and  report  upon  the  efficiency  of  the 
fire. 

At  7.30  we  ceased  firing  and  withdrew  from  action  in  obedience  to  a 
signal  from  flagship  to  fleet  to  that  effect.  The  men  were  given  their 
breakfast.  While  withdrawing  the  enemy  continued  firing  until  we 
were  well  out  of  range,  and  the  batteries  below  Manila  were  firing  at 
intervals  during  breakfast.  At  11,  when  the  signal  was  made  to  get 
under  way,  the  Petrel  followed  Olympia  and  stood,  well  in.  While 
steaming  across  the  fire  the  signal  was  hoisted  for  the  Petrel  to  pass 
inside. 

This  vessel  left  her  station,  passed  outside  of  Baltimore,  and  rounded 
Sangley  Point  about  500  yards  outside  of  where  Gastilla  was  burning. 
The  fire  was  then  directed  at  the  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  and  when  it 
was  found  that  she  was  sinking  and  deserted,  the  ship  passed  farther 
inside  and  opened  fire  upon  the  ships  behind  inner  breakwater  and 
whose  m  asts  were  seen  above  government  buildings.  During  the  firing 
on  the  Ulloa  a  white  flag  with  a  Geneva  cross  was  discovered  in  range 
with  her,  and  I  stood  in  further  so  as  to  get  it  out  of  range.  After  the 
first  two  or  three  shots  fired  through  the  public  building  at  ships  behind 
the  mole,  the  Spanish  flag  was,  at  12.30  p.  m.,  hauled  down  and  a  white 
flag  run  up.  The  surrender  was  immediately  signaled  to  fleet  and  firing 
ceased. 

In  obedience  to  a  signal  from  flagship  to  destroy  all  shipping  in  the 
harbor.  Lieutenant  Hughes  was  sent  with  a  whaleboat's  crew  of  seven 
men,  this  trhaleboat  being  the  only  one  on  the  ship  which  would  float, 
and  set  fire  to  the  Don  Juan  de  Austria,  Isla  de  Cuba,  Isla  de  Luzon, 
General  Lezo,  and  Marques  del  Duero.  Afterwards  Ensign  Fermier  was 
sent  to  set  fire  to  the  Velasco  and  HI  Gorreo.  The  Isla  de  Cuba,  Isla  de 
Luzon,  and  Don  Juan  de  Austria  were  aground  and  full  of  water  when 
they  were  fired.  Their  outboard  valves  were  opened  and  the  ships 
allowed  to  fill.  The  breech  plugs  of  4-inch  guns  had  been  taken  off  and 
could  not  be  found.  During  the  night  the  magazines  of  the  Don  Juan 
de  Austria  blew  up.  The  Manila  was  not  burned  because  the  Spanish 
officers  begged  that  she  be  not  destroyed  because  she  was  unarmed  and 
a  coast-survey  vessel.  Lieutenant  Fiske  and  Passed  Assistant  Engi- 
neer Hall  raised  steam  on  the  ship  this  morning,  the  4th  instant,  and 
brought  her  out.  At  the  time  she  was  aground.  The  Don  Antonio  de 
JJlloa  was  sunk  and  the  Beina  Christina  and  Gastilla  were  burning  in 
outer  harbor. 

Lieutenant  Fiske  was  sent  ashore  and  brought  off  two  tugboats,  the 
Ba/pido  and  Hercules,  and  three  steam  launches. 

I  was  anchored  in  Cavite  harbor  from  12.50  to  5.20  p.  m.,  when  I  got 
under  way  and  returned  to  the  fleet. 

There  were  no  casualties  or  accidents  of  any  kind,  the  ship  having 
been  struck  only  once  just  beneath  hawse  pipe  by  a  piece  of  shell 
which  burst  just  as  it  sank,  and  threw  a  column  of  water  over  the 
forecastle. 

After  the  white  flag  was  displayed,  there  was  apparently  the  great- 
est confusion  in  the  arsenal.  Parts  of  the  crews  of  the  various  ships 
were  there,  and  all  were  armed  and  were  constantly  falling  in  and 
moving  about;  yet  there  was  no  evidence  of  any  desire  to  continue  the 
fighting,  and  instead  of  any  resistance  being  offered  to  the  destruction 
of  the  ships,  they  were  rather  inclined  to  assist  with  their  advice  and 
evinced  a  desire  to  surrender  to  the  first  officer  they  met. 
5898 6 
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The  action  of  amnmnition  was  exceedingly  good.  There  was 
expended  during  action,  one  hundred  and  thirteen  6-inch  common 
shells,  three  6-inch  armor-piercing  shells,  eighty-two  6-inch  full  charges, 
thirty-four  6-inch  reduced  charges  and  three  hundred  and  thirteen 
3-pounder  ammunition.  Owing  to  the  heat  due  to  firing,  the  pads 
swelled  and  made  it  very  difficult  to  lock  the  breech  plug.  Nothing 
would  remedy  this  save  shifting  plugs,  replacing  hot  plug  by  the  one 
from  the  other  gun  which  was  cool.  The  wedge  of  firing  lock  jammed 
frequently,  due  to  hot  parts.    This  was  remedied  by  shifting  locks. 

The  percussion  primers  worked  very  unsatisfactorily;  sometimes  four 
primers  would  be  expended  before  one  would  act.  Primers  leaked 
badly,  causing  excessive  deposit  in  primer  seat,  hard  extraction,  and 
delay  in  priming  of  gun  and  requiring  frequent  boring  of  vent. 

The  action  of  no  one  can  be  censured,  the  conduct  of  each  and  every 
officer  and  man  being  excellent.  There  was  no  confusion ;  I  should  say 
less  than  at  ordinary  target  practice. 

The  loading  was  rapidly  done  and  the  firing  was  deliberate.  Due  to 
your  caution  to  commanding  officers  that  no  ammunition  should  be 
wasted.  Lieutenant  Plunkett  fired  the  forward  6-inch  guns  and  Ensign 
Fermier  the  after  ones,  and  the  work  was  thoroughly  done.  Lieuten- 
ant Hughes  stationed  himself  on  the  poop,  as  it  was  deemed  essential 
that  he  should  not  be  with  the  commanding  officer  on  the  bridge.  He 
materially  assisted  Ensign  Fermier  by  observing  fall  of  shot  and  ten- 
dering advice  regarding  pointing.  I  wish  particularly  to  call  to  your 
attention  Lieutenant  Hughes,  his  gallantry  in  taking  a  boat's  crew  of 
seven  men  and  in  the  face  of  a  large  armed  force  on  shore  setting  fire 
to  the  five  ships  before  mentioned.  He  was  aware  that  he  had  the  only 
boat  in  the  ship  which  would  float,  until  the  steam  whaleboat  could  be 
prepared. 

Lieutenant  Piske  stationed  himself  on  the  fore  cross  trees  with  sta- 
dimeter  to  measure  the  range  and  report  on  the  fall  of  shots.  He  also 
took  charge  of  the  steam  whaleboat  to  cover  Lieutenant  Hughes  in  his 
operations  in  burning  the  ships. 

Lieutenant  Wood  had  charge  of  the  powder  division,  assisted  in  the 
after  part  by  Assistant  Paymaster  Seibels.  There  was  at  no  time  a  halt 
in  the  firing  due  to  failure  of  the  powder  division. 

Ensign  Montgomery  was  in  charge  of  the  signals,  and  materially 
assisted  me  on  the  bridge.  He  also  directed  the  fire  of  the  forward  3- 
pounder  when  it  was  allowed  to  be  fired.  He  also  afforded  assistance 
to  Lieutenant  Plunkett  by  observing  the  fall  of  shots  from  the  forward 
6-inch  guns. 

I  desire  also  to  mention  the  efficient  service  of  the  engines.  In  order 
to  maintain  our  position  and  to  take  advantage  of  every  opportunity, 
the  engine  telegraph  was  in  constant  use  from  full  speed  to  stop,  and 
the  engine  never  failed  to  respond  in  the  quickest  time  possible.  This 
I  consider  to  be  due  to  the  high  state  of  efficiency  of  that  department, 
and  the  whole  credit  is  due  to  Passed  Assistant  Engineer  Hall. 

I  can  make  no  statement  regarding  the  services  of  Passed  Assistant 
Surgeon  Brownell,  as  the  Petrel  was  most  fortunate  in  having  no 
casualties. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  the  executive  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  P.  Wood, 

Commander,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Faval  Force, 

Asiatic  Statioih 
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U.  S.  S.  Petrel, 
Off  Cavite,  Manila  Bay,  May  S,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  reqnirements  of  article  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Begnlations, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  concerning  the  part  taken  by  this 
Yessel  in  the  general  action  fonght  yesterday  off  Cavite,  in  Manila  Bay : 

The  ship  was  gradually  cleared  for  action,  this  work  having  been  begun  in  Hong- 
kong, when  the  fore  and  foretopsail  yards,  fore  trysail  gafif,  ladders,  diving  outfit, 
part  of  the  running  ringing,  etc.,  were  placed  on  board  the  transport  Nanshan,  and 
completed  the  day  betore  the  squadron  entered  Manila  Bay.  In  the  operation  of 
preparing  the  ship  for  action  certain  articles  and  material  in  the  equipment  and  con- 
struction departments  were  necessarily  thrown  overboard.  Among  these  may  be 
mentioned  all  of  the  varnishes,  inflammable  paints  and  oils,  tar,  turpentine,  etc., 
lumber,  two  boats'  strong  backs,  one  turpentine  chest,  one  ice  chest,  one  large  ham- 
mock box,  the  carpenter's  bench,  etc.  Daring  the  action  the  discharge  of  the  after 
6-inch  gnns  shattered  the  gig  and  first  whaleboat  and  they  were  cut  adrift,  carrying 
with  them  their  outfits  complete.  These  boats  have  been  temporarily  replaced  by 
two  taken  from  the  enemy. 

No  description  of  the  maneuvers  during  the  action  is  included  in  this  report.  As 
regards  the  Petrel,  the  first  shot  was  fired  at  5.22  a.  m.  and  the  last  one,  before  haul- 
ing off  for  breakfast,  was  fired  at  7.30  a.  m.  The  times  of  beginning  and  finishing 
the  firing  during  the  second  part  of  the  action  were,  respectively,  11.30  a.  m.  and 
12.80  p.  m.,  at  which  latter  time  the  Spanish  flag  on  the  arsenal  sheers  in  Cavite  was 
hauled  down. 

The  return  of  ammunition  expended  will  be  made  by  the  ordnance  officer;  hut, 
approximately,  about  one-third  of  the  entire  supply  on  board  for  the  6-inch  guna 
was  expended  including  a  large  proportion  of  common  shell  and  full  charges.  So 
far  as  could  be  observed,  the  fuses  acted  exceedingly  wellj  all  the  shell  bursting. 
Some  complaint  was  made  by  the  officers  commanding  gun  divisions  that  the  primers 
frequently  failed,  both  electrio  and  percussion. 

The  bearing  of  all  on  board  was  satisfactory  in  the  extreme,  and  I  can  specially  call 
attention  to  no  one  in  this'  connection.  With  little  excitement,  a  quiet  enthusiasm 
and  the  utmost  steadiness  prevailed  throughout  the  ship's  company.  The  practice 
of  the  gun  captains  was  excellent,  being  both  deliberate  and  precise. 

After  the  action  was  over,  in  obedience  to  your  instructions,  boat's  crews  from  this 
vessel  burned  the  following  Spanish  ships  lying  in  Cavite  harbor :  The  protected 
cruisers  Don  Juam,  de  Austria,  1,160  tons;  lala  de  Luzon,  1,050  tons;  Isla  de  Cuba,  1,050 
tons;  the  gunboats  General  Lezo,  520  tons;  Marguet  del Duero,  600  tons;  El  Correo, 
and  one  (not  engined)  name  unknown. 

On  rejoining  we  squadron  the  Petrel  towed  from  Cavite  to  the  anchorage  oS  Manila 
two  small  tugs — ^the  Bapido  and  Heroulei — and  three  steam  launches,  which  were 
this  morning  turned  over  to  the  flagship. 

No  casualties  occurred  on  board.  The  vessel  was  not  hit,  save  for  a  scratch  on  the 
■tern,  and  no  repairs  will  be  necessary.  That  part  of  the  equipment  sacrificed  in 
clearing  for  action  shonld  he  replaced. 

Very  respectfully,  Edwd.  M.  Hughes, 

Lieutenant,  XJ.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  CoMXAHTDmB  Officer, 

U.  B.  8.  Petrel. 
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TT.  S.  S.  Boston,  2d  Rate, 
Port  Cavite,  Manila  Bay,  May  3, 1898. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  late  action  with  the  Spanish  fleet  on  the 
morning  of  May  1. 

At  daylight  the  merchant  ships  off  Manila  were  seen,  and  soon  after 
the  Spanish  fleet,  close  in  to  Oavite.  This  vessel  was  the  sixth  in  the 
column  and  brought  up  the  rear.  Several  shots  were  fired  by  the  bat- 
teries in  Manila,  and  two  shots  were  given  in  reply.  At  5.35  [a.  m,]  action 
with  the  enemy  commenced  and  was  continued  at  varying  distances, 
steaming  in  a  circle,  until  7.35  a.  m,,  firing  with  a  fair  degree  of  delibera- 
tion and  accuracy.  At  times  the  smoke  was  dense,  interfering  very 
materially  with  maneuvering  and  firing. 
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The  Spanish  fleet  and  shore  batteries  replied  vigorously,  and  an 
attempt  was  made  with  an  improvised  torpedo  boat,  but  our  fire  was 
overpowering  and  the  enemy  received  heavy  damage  and  loss. 

In  obedience  to  signal,  I  withdrew  from  action  at  7.35  and  gave  the 
crew  breakfast  and  rest. 

At  11.10  the  action  was  renewed  and  continued  until  the  enenay 
ceased  firing  and  his  ships  were  all  burned,  sunk,  or  withdrawn  behind 
the  arsenal  of  Oavite. 

This  vessel  was  struck  four  times  by  enemy's  shot,  doing  no  material 
damage.  Our  own  fire  destroyed  three  of  our  own  boats  and  badly 
damaged  three  others. 

No  casualties  occurred. 

The  conduct  of  of&cers  and  men  on  this  trying  occasion  was  of  the 
very  highest  quality,  and  they  bore  themselves  with  courage  and  spirit 
and  entirely  to  my  satisfaction.  It  also  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  wit- 
ness to  the  courage  and  resolution  of  the  Spanish  fleet  and  to  say  that 
they  defended  themselves  creditably. 

Very  respectfully,  Frank  Wildes, 

Captain,  U.  8.  If.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 


V.  S.  S.  Boston,  2d  Rate, 

Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  article  No.  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regnlations  of  1898, 1  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  noteworthy  incidents  which  came  nnder 
my  observation  on  hoard  this  ship  during  the  engagement  this  day  with  the  Spanish 
fleet  and  shore  batteries  at  Cavite.  This  vessel  being  stationed  at  the  rear  of  the 
column,  did  not  come  into  action  until  after  the  other  ships.  Firing  commenced 
from  th«  port  main  battery  at  5.35,  and  continued  until  7.35  a.  m.  The  quantity  of 
ammunition  on  board  at  the  beginning  was  as  follows : 

Main  battery : 

Full  charges,  8-inch  B.L.R 77 

Reduced  charges,  8-inoh  B.  L.  R 91 

Armor-piercing  shells, 8-inch  B.L.R 40 

Common  shells,  8-inch  B.L.R 147 

Full  charges,  6-inch  B.  L.  R 254 

Reduced  charges,  6-inch  B.L.R 138 

Armor-piercing  shells,  6-inch  B.  L.  R 60 

Common  shells,  6-inch  B.  L.  R 352 

Shrapnel,  6-inoh  B.L.R 4 

Secondary  battery : 

Steel  shell,  6-ponnder  R.  P 663 

Common  shell,  6-pounder  R.  F 406 

Steel  shell,  1-ponnder  R.F 800 

Common  shel^  1-ponnder  R.F 258 

Caliber,  .45 55,660 

Caliber,  .38 16,100 

Steel  shell,  3-pounderR.F 608 

Common  shell,  3-ponnder  R.F 482 

Steel  shell,  47-millimeter 676 

Common  shell,  47-millimeter 613 

Steel  shell,  37-millimeter 700 

Common  shell,  37-millimeter 1,192 

The  ^ns  were  served  rapidly  and  well.  There  being  no  quick  and  accurate  method 
of  finding  the  ranee,  it  was  found  that  a  considerable  number  of  the  shots  apparently 
fell  short.  Had  tiie  ship  been  provided  with  a  range  finder  the  effectiveness  of  the 
firing  would  have  been  somewhat  increased;  as  it  was,  the  result  was  generally 
good.  After  passing  the  enemy  a  countermarch  was  made,  and  fire  was  opened  with 
the  starboard  bftttery.    Thia  maneuver  was  repeated  several  times,  nntil  the  enemy 
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Beemed  to  be  silenoed.  During  this  part  of  the  engagement  full  charges  with  com- 
mon shell  were  used  in  all  guns  of  the  main  battery.  The  guns  generally  worked 
well,  but  after  an  hour's  fighting  it  was  found  that  most  of  the  breech  plugs  of  the 
6  and  8  inch  guns  were  expanded  by  the  heat,  so  as  to  make  it  a  somewhat  difficult 
operation  to  close  the  breech.  After  firing  the  forward  8-inch  for  half  an  hour  it 
was  found  necessary  to  put  in  a  new  gas-check  pad,  and  the  firing  was  then  con- 
tinned.  The  wire  breechings  of  No.  2  6-inch  gun  (starboard)  were  carried  away  near 
the  end  of  the  firing.  The  lock  of  No.  3  6-inch  (port)  was  disabled  and  a  spare  one 
substituted.  The  vent  of  the  port  after  6-inch  became  choked  up  about  the  end  of 
the  first  engagement,  and  a  spare  mushroom  was  substituted.  At  7.35  the  fleet 
hauled  off  for  a  rest  and  consultation.  The  enemy's  ship  Beina  Christina  and  the 
smaller  vessels  had  withdrawn  behind  the  point  and  were  on  fire.  The  Caatilla-waa 
apparently  aground.    This  latter  vessel  was  set  on  fire  and  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 

The  action  was  resumed  at  11.10  a.  m.,  the  starboard  battery  being  first  engaged. 
The  reply  was  principally  from  the  forts,  but  these  were  soon  silenced.  Advantage 
had  been  taken  of  the  interval  to  put  the  battery  in  order  again.  The  breechings 
on  No.  2  6-inch  were  replaced  by  the  gunner's  mate  of  the  division.  The  guns  were 
still  very  hot,  and  the  breech  plugs  became  still  harder  to  work.  The  forward  8-inch 
gun  was  put  out  of  commission  for  about  twenty  minutes  from  this  cause.  At  12.20 
the  ship  was  turned  around  and  the  port  battery  brought  into  play.  At  12.40  p.  m. 
"cease  firing"  was  sounded,  a  white  flag  having  been  raised  at  Cavite. 

During  the  whole  engagement  the  ammunition  supply  was  kept  up  in  a  highly 
efficient  manner.  As  soon  as  a  gun  was  fired,  another  charge  was  on  hand.  It  was 
intensely  hot  on  the  berth  deck  and  in  the  magazines  and  shell  rooms.  Several  of 
the  after  powder  division  were  temporarily  disabled  from  this  cause,  and  men  had 
to  be  taken  from  the  second  and  third  divisions  to  fill  their  places. 

The  following  quantity  of  ammunition  remained  on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  action : 

8-inch  full  charges,  B.  L.  R , 31 

6-inch  full  charges,  B.L.R 93 

8-inch  reduced  charges,  B.L.R 89 

6-inch  reduced  charges,  B.L.R 137 

6-pounder  steel  shell,  R.  P 443 

3-ponnder  steel  shell,  R.  P 448 

1-ponnder  steel  shell,  R.P - 560 

3-pounder  common  shell,  R.  P 482 

47-millimeter  common  shell,  R.  P 513 

8-inoh  shell,  armor  piercing,  B.L.R 40 

6-inch  shell,  armor  piercing,  B.  L.R 60 

8-inch  common  shell,  B.  L.  R 99 

6-inch  common  shell,  B.  L.  R 210 

47-millimeter  steel  shell,  R.  P 480 

37-millimeter  steel  shell,  R.  P 520 

6-pounder  common  shell,  R.  P 406 

1-pounder  common  shell,  R.P 258 

37-miUimeter  common  shell,  R.  P 1, 192 

The  following  very  slight  injuries  resulted  from  the  enemy's  fire:  4-inch  shell 
pierced  foremast  13  feet  7  inches  above  the  upper  deck,  going  through  from  starboard 
to  port,  cutting  one  swifter  of  standing  rigging  on  port  side ;  one  2-inch  shell  pierced 
turtle  back  5  feet  forward  of  port  amidship  6-inch  gun,  5  feet  from  gun  deck ;  one 
2-inoh  shell  pierced  ship's  side  14  inches  above  load  line,  passing  through  stateroom 
No.  5  on  port  side,  exploding  berth  and  drawers ;  one  2-inoh  shot  pierced  the  outside 
shell  of  hammock  netting  on  port  side  abreast  after  end  of  cbart  room,  exploding  on 
inside  among  some  men's  clothing,  setting  it  on  fire ;  a  shell  grazed  after  part  of 
the  main  topmast,  just  above  the  lower  cap. 

The  discharge  of  the  after  8-inch  gun,  when  it  was  pivoted  to  port  and  fired  across 
the  deck,  caused  great  damage  in  the  rooms  below  on  the  port  side ;  the  seams  of  the 
deck  were  opened  to  some  extent. 

Toward  the  end  of  the  first  period  of  firing  the  electric-bell  system  of  communica- 
tion with  the  central  station  became  partially  disabled,  the  shock  of  the  discharge 
breaking  the  wires. 

The  ship's  boats  were  covered  with  canvas  with  their  saOs  disposed  on  the  inboard 
side.    They  received  injuries  from  the  discharge  of  guns  in  their  vicinity  ae  follows : 

Pirst  whaleboat :  Side  blown  out  and  back  broken ;  complete  wreck. 

First  cutter:  Starboard  quarter  blown  off;  8  timbers  and  gunwale  broken;  plank- 
ing all  over  opened  and  split ;  complete  wreck. 

Second  cutter :  Pive  planks  blown  out;  bow  timbers  started,  bow  sagged;  stem 
timbers  broken  away  from  fastenings  and  planking  started ;  seams  all  opened ;  com- 
plete wreck. 

Third  cutter:  Whole  port  quarter  broken  from  fastenings;  can  b«  repaired  on 
boaid. 
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Sailing  launch.  "Wliole  starboard  strake  on  port  side  blown  oflF;  one  after  frame 
broken;  can  be  repaired  on  board. 

Dingy :  Calking  started ;  can  be  repaired  on  board.  .j.  j  a, 

Steamlaunch :  Starboard  side  three  planks  blown  oif  bow ;  wood  ends  started  tto°i 
stem;  deck  planks  started;  boat  spread;  planking  on  starboard  side  started  from 
fastenings;  calking  generally  started;  can  not  be  repaired  on  board. 

There  were  no  casualties  among  the  crew.  The  shell  which  pierced  the  foremast 
did  not  explode,  but  scattered  small  pieces  of  iron  from  the  mast  which  slightly 
scratched  one  or  two  of  the  occupants  of  the  bridge. 

Too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  who  came 
under  my  observation.  Very  few  if  any  of  them  had  ever  been  under  fire  before,  but 
their  coolness  was  remarkable.  They  were  full  of  zeal,  energy,  and  enthusiasm,  and 
were  untiring.  Where  the  conduct  of  all  was  bo  commendable  it  would  be  impossi- 
ble to  single  out  any  indiyidual  for  special  praise.  One  noteworthy  feature  was  the 
conduct  of  the  Chinese  messmen  who  were  stationed  in  the  after  powder  division. 
While  they  are  usually  considered  entirely  alien  in  their  ideas  and  are  not  regarded 
as  good  fighters,  yet  in  this  case  they  displayed  as  much  zeal,  bravery,  and  energy  as 
any  other  person.  The  uninterrupted  ammunition  supply  in  the  after  part  of  the 
ship  was  largely  due  to  their  efforts. 

The  three  men,  William  Woods,  seaman ;  Charles  W.  Lenderman  and  William  E. 
White,  apprentices,  first  class,  sentenced  by  general  court-martial  to  terms  of  impris- 
onment and  who  were  made  prisoners  at  large  the  day  before  the  engagement,  dis- 
played the  same  zeal,  bravery,  and  energy  which  characterized  the  rest  of  the  crew. 
Very  respeotfally, 

J.  A.  Norms, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Mxecutive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Opficbr, 

C.  S.  S.  Boston,  Sd  Mate,  Manila  Bay. 
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TJ.  S.  Steamer  McOtjllooh, 

Manila  Bay,  May  3, 1898. 

SiB:  Eegarding  the  part  taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  naval  action  of 
Manila  Bay  at  Gavite,  on  Sunday  morning,  May  1, 1898,  between  the 
American  and  Spanish  forces,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report: 

Constituting  the  leading  vessel  of  the  reserve  squadron  the  MeGul- 
loch  was,  when  fire  opened,  advanced  as  closely  as  was  advisable  in 
rear  of  our  engaged  men  of  war,  in  fact,  to  a  point  where  several  shells 
struck  close  aboard  and  others  passed  overhead,  and  kept  steaming 
slowly  to  and  fro,  ready  to  render  any  aid  in  her  power,  or  respond  at 
once  to  any  signal  from  the  Olympia.  A  9-inch  hawser  was  gotten  up 
and  run  aft,  should  assistance  be  necessary  in  case  any  of  our  ships 
grounded.  At  a  later  hour  during  the  day,  just  prior  to  the  renewal 
of  the  attack  by  our  squadron,  I  intercepted  the  British  mail  steamer 
Esmeralda,  in  compliance  with  a  signal  from  the  flagship,  communicated 
to  her  commander  your  orders  in  regard  to  his  movements,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  resume  my  former  position  of  the  morning,  near  the  fleet, 
where  I  remained  until  the  surrender  of  the  enemy.  I  desire  to  state 
in  conclusion  that  I  was  ably  seconded  "by  the  ofBcers  and  crew  of  my 
command  in  every  eflbrt  made  to  be  in  a  state  of  readiness  to  carry  out 
l^romptly  any  orders  which  might  have  been  signaled  from  your 
flagship. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  D.  B.  Hodgsdon, 

Ga/ptain,  B.  0.  S.,  Commanding. 

Commodore  George  Dewet,  TJ.  S.  N,, 

Commanding  U.  S.  I^aval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
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[Aoooont  of  United  States  consul  at  Manila  of  battle  of  Manila  Bay.J 

Department  of  State, 
Washington,  June  17, 1898. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  an  unnumbered  dispatch  of  the  4th  ultimo  from  the  consul  at 
Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  giving  an  account  of  the  battle  of  Manila 
Bay. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  William  E.  Day. 

The  Seobetaet  of  the  Navy. 


[Special — U.  S.  S.  Saltvmore.} 

Consulate  of  the  United  States, 
Bay  of  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  May  4,  1898. 

SiE :  1  have  the  honor  to  briefly  report  to  you  concerning  the  battle 
of  Manila  Bay,  fought  on  May  1, 1898. 

Heeding  your  mandate,  and  by  repeated  request  of  Commodore 
George  Dewey,  of  the  United  States  Asiatic  Squadron,  I  left  Manila 
on  Saturday,  April  23,  and  on  Wednesday,  April  27,  at  about  1  o'clock 
p.  m.,  boarded  the  flagship  Olympia,  in  Mirs  Bay,  in  Hongkong.  After 
meeting  the  Commodore  and  his  captains  and  commanders  in  council, 
the  Commodore  at  once  ordered  his  fleet  to  start  at  2  p.  m.  for  Manila 
Bay. 

On  Saturday,  April  30,  Subig  Bay  was  reconnoitered  because  of 
reported  hiding  of  Spanish  fleet  in  its  inner  harbor,  but  no  fleet  being 
there  found,  the  Commodore  proceeded  at  once  to  the  south  channel 
entrance  to  Manila  Bay,  and  while  by  many  reports  mines,  torpedoes, 
and  land  defenses  obstructed  entrance,  yet  the  flagship  led  the  van, 
and  between  10  p.  m.,  April  30,  and  2  a.  m.,  May  1,  our  fleet  of  six 
war  ships,  one  dispatch  boat,  and  two  coal-laden  transports  passed  all 
channel  dangers  unharmed,  despite  shots  from  forts,  and  at  2  a.  m. 
were  all  safe  on  the  broad  expanse  of  Manila  Bay. 

After  my  departure  April  23,  and  by  drawing  flxe,  to  save  Manila  if 
possible,  all  Spanish  war  ships  went  to  their  strongly  fortified  naval 
station  at  Cavite,  where  the  inner  harbor  gave  refuge,  and  where  poten- 
tial support  could  be  had  from  several  forts  and  well-equipped  batteries 
which  extended  several  miles  right  and  left  from  Port  Cavite. 

At  about  5.30  a.  m.,  Sunday,  May  1,  the  Spanish  guns  opened  fire  at 
both  the  Manila  breakwater  battery  and  at  Cavite,  from  fleet  and  forts. 

With  magnificent  coolness  and  order,  but  with  the  greatest  prompt- 
ness, our  fleet,  in  battle  array,  headed  by  the  flagship,  answered  the 
Spanish  attack,  and  for  about  two  and  a  half  hours  a  most  terrific  fire 
ensued. 

The  method  of  our  operations  could  not  have  shown  greater  system, 
our  guns  greater  effectiveness,  or  our  ofilcers  and  crews  greater  bravery; 
and  while  Spanish  resistance  was  stubborn  and  the  bravery  of  Span- 
ish forces  such  as  to  challenge  admiration,  yet  they  were  outclassed, 
weighed  in  the  balance  of  war  against  the  methods,  training,  aim,  and 
bravery  shown  on  our  decks,  and  after  less  than  three  hours'  perilous 
and  intense  combat  one  of  Spain's  war  ships  was  sinking,  two  others 
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were  burning,  and  all  others,  with  land  defenses,  had  severely  suffered, 
when  our  squadron,  with  no  harm  done  its  ships,  retired  for  breakfast. 

At  about  10  o'clock  a.  m.  Commodore  Dewey  renewed  the  battle,  and 
with  effects  most  fatal  with  each  evolution. 

No  better  evidence  of  Spanish  bravery  need  be  sought  than  that, 
after  the  castigation  of  our  first  engagement,  her  ships  and  forts  should 
again  answer  our  fire.  But  Spanish  efforts  were  futile.  Ship  after  ship 
and  battery  after  battery  went  to  destruction  before  the  onslaught  of 
American  energy  and  training,  and  an  hour  and  a  half  of  our  second 
engagement  wrought  the  annihilation  of  the  Spanish  fleet  and  forts, 
with  several  hundred  Spaniards  killed  and  wounded  and  millions  in 
value  of  their  Government's  property  destroyed.  While  amazing, 
almost  unbelievable,  as  it  seems,  not  a  ship  or  gun  of  our  fleet  had 
been  disabled,  and,  except  on  the  Baltimore,  not  a  man  had  been  hurt. 

One  of  the  crew  of  the  Baltimore  had  a  leg  fractured  by  slipping  and 
another  hurt  in  the  ankle  in  a  similar  manner,  while  four  received  slight 
flesh  wounds  from  splinters  thrown  by  a  6-inch  projectile,  which  pierced 
the  starboard  side  of  the  cruiser. 

But  in  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay  the  United  States  squadron  of  six 
war  ships  totally  destroyed  the  Spanish  fleet  of  eight  war  ships,  many 
forts  and  batteries,  and  accomplished  this  work  without  the  loss  of 
a  man! 

History  has  only  contrasts.  There  is  no  couplet  to  form  a  compari- 
son. The  only  finish  fight  between  the  modern  war  ships  of  civilized 
nations  has  proven  the  prowess  of  American  naval  men  and  methods, 
and  the  glory  is  a  legacy  for  the  whole  people.  Our  crews  are  all  hoarse 
from  cheering,  and  while  we  suffer  for  cough  drops  and  throat  doctors, 
we  have  no  use  for  liniment  or  surgeons. 

To  every  ship,  officer,  and  crew,  all  praise  be  given.  As  Victoria  was 
answered  years  ago,  "Your  Majesty,  there  is  no  second,"  so  may  I  report 
to  your  Department  as  to  our  war  ships  conquering  the  Spanish  fleet  in 
the  battle  of  Manila  Bay — there  is  no  first — "there  is  no  second,"  The 
cool  bravery  and  efflciency  of  the  commodore  was  echoed  by  every  cap- 
tain and  commander  and  down  through  the  lines  by  every  ofiicer  and  man, 
and  naval  history  of  the  dawning  century  will  be  rich  if  it  furnishes  to 
the  world  so  glorious  a  display  of  intelligent  command  and  successful 
service  as  must  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  United  States  Asiatic 
Squadron  under  date  of  May  1, 1898. 

It  was  my  lot  to  stand  on  the  bridge  of  the  Baltimore  by  the  side  of 
Captain  Dyer  during  the  first  engagement,  and  to  be  called  to  the  flag- 
ship Olympia  by  the  commodore,  at  whose  side,  on  the  bridge,  I  stood 
during  the  second  engagement,  and  when  the  clouds  roll  by  and  I  have 
again  a  settled  habitation,  it  will  be  my  honor  and  pleasure  to  transmit 
a  report  showing  service  somewhat  in  detail  and  for  which  commanders 
promise  data. 

Meanwhile  our  commodore  will  ofiicially  inform  you  of  events  which 
will  rival  in  American  history  the  exploits  of  Paul  Jones. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

OsoAR  P.  Williams, 
U.  8.  Consul,  Manila,  Philippine  Islands. 

Hon.  Judge  Day,  (Not  acting.) 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  Washington,  D.  C. 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  89 

THE  BATTLE   OP  OAVITB. 
Spanish  Official  Ebpokt, 
departuke  fob  subic. 

On  the  25tli  of  April,  at  11  p.  m.,  says  Senor  Montojo,  I  left  the  bay 
of  Manila  for  Subic  with  a  squadron  composed  of  the  cruisers  Beina 
Gristina,  Don  Juan  de  Austria,  Isla  de  Guba,  Isla  de  Luzon,  dispatch 
boat  Marques  del  Duero,  and  the  wooden  cruiser  Gastilla.  This  last 
could  merely  be  considered  as  a  floating  battery,  incapable  of  maneuver- 
ing, on  account  of  the  bad  condition  of  her  hull.  The  following  morn- 
ing, being  at  Subic,  I  had  a  conference  with  Captain  Del  Eio,  who, 
though  he  did  not  relieve  my  anxiety  respecting  the  completion  of  the 
defensive  works,  assured  me  that  they  would  soon  be  finished. 

In  the  meanwhile  the  cruiser  Gastilla,  even  on  this  short  cruise,  was 
makiug  much  water  through  the  bearings  of  the  propeller  and  the  open- 
ing astern.  They  worked  day  and  night  to  stop  these  leaks  with  cement, 
finally  making  the  vessel  nearly  water-tight,  but  absolutely  impossible 
to  use  her  engines. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  I  sailed  with  the  vessels  to  cover  the 
entrance  to  the  port  of  Subic.  The  Gastilla  was  taken  to  the  northeast 
point  of  the  island  of  Grande  to  defend  the  western  entrance,  since  the 
eastern  entrance  had  already  been  closed  with  the  hulls  of  the  San 
Quintin  and  two  old  merchant  vessels  which  were  sunk  there. 

With  much  disgust,  I  found  that  the  guns  which  should  have  been 
mounted  on  that  island  were  delayed  a  month  and  a  half.  This  sur- 
prised me,  as  the  shore  batteries  that  the  navy  had  installed  (with  very 
little  difBculty)  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  Manila,  under  the  intelli- 
gent direction  of  colonel  of  naval  artillery,  Senor  Garces,  and  Lieutenant 
Beneavente,  were  ready  to  fight  twenty-four  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work. 

I  was  also  no  less  disgusted  that  they  confided  in  the  efllcacy  of  the 
few  torpedoes  which  they  had  found  feasible  to  put  there. 

The  entrance  was  not  defended  by  torpedoes  nor  by  the  batteries  of 
the  island,  so  that  the  squadron  would  have  had  to  bear  the  attack  of 
the  Americans  with  its  own  resources,  in  40  meters  of  water  and  with 
little  security.  Our  vessels  could  not  only  be  destroyed,  but  they  could 
not  save  their  crews.  I  still  held  a  hope  that  the  Americans  would  not 
go  to  Subic,  and  give  us  time  for  more  preparations,  but  the  following 
day  I  received  from  the  Spanish  consul  at  Hongkong  a  telegram  which 
said:  "Enemy's  squadron  sailed  at  2  p.  m.  from  the  bay  of  Mira,  and 
according  to  reliable  accounts  they  sailed  for  Subic  to  destroy  our 
squadron,  and  then  will  go  to  Manila." 

This  telegram  demonstrated  that  the  enemy  knew  where  they  could 
find  my  squadron  and  that  the  port  of  Subic  had  no  defenses. 

The  same  day,  the  28th  of  April,  I  convened  a  council  of  the  captains, 
and  all,  with  the  exception  of  Del  Eio,  chief  of  the  new  arsenal,  thought 
that  the  situation  was  insupportable  and  that  we  should  go  to  the  bay 
of  Manila  in  order  to  accept  there  the  battle  under  less  unfavorable 
conditions. 

THE  RETUIN  TO  UANILA. 

I  refused  to  have  our  ships  near  the  city  of  Manila,  because,  far  from 
defending  it,  this  would  provoke  the  enemy  to  bombard  the  plaza,  which 
doubtless  would  have  been  demolished  on  account  of  its  few  defenses. 
It  was  unanimously  decided  that  we  should  take  position  in  the  bay  of 
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Oana  Oao,  in  the  least  water  possible,  in  order  to  combine  our  Are  with 
that  of  the  batteries  of  Point  Sangley  add  TJUoa. 

I  immediately  ordered  Del  Eio  to  concentrate  his  forces  in  the  most 
strategic  point  of  the  arsenal,  taking  every  disposition  to  barn  the  coal 
and  stores  before  allowing  them  to  fall  into  the  power  of  the  enemy.  I 
sent  the  Don  Juan  de  Austria  to  Manila  to  get  a  large  number  of  light- 
ers filled  with  sand  to  defend  the  water  line  of  the  Castilla  (which  could 
not  move)  against  the  enemy's  shells  and  torpedoes.  At  10  a.  m.  on  the 
29th  I  left  Subic  with  the  vessels  of  my  squadron,  towing  the  Castilla  by 
the  transport  Manila. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  we  anchored  in  the  Gulf  of  Oanacao 
in  8  meters  of  water.  On  the  following  morning  we  anchored  in  line  of 
battle,  the  Christina,  Castilla,  Don  Juan  de  Austria,  Don  Juan  de  Ulloa, 
Luzon,  Cuba,  and  Marques  del  Duero,  while  the  transport  Manila  was 
sent  to  the  Eoads  of  Bacoor,  where  the  Velasco  and  Lezo  were  undergoing 
repairs. 

At  7  p.  m.  I  received  a  telegram  from  Subic  announcing  that  the 
enemy's  squadron  had  entered  the  port  at  3,  reconnoitering,  doubtless 
seeking  our  ships,  and  from  there  they  sailed  with  course  for  Manila. 

The  mail  steamer  Isla  Mindanao  arrived  in  the  bay.  I  advised  her 
captain  to  save  his  vessel  by  going  to  Singapore,  as  the  enemy  could 
not  get  into  the  entrance  probably  before  midnight.  As  he  was  not 
authorized  from  the  trans-Atlantic  he  did  not  do  so,  and  then  I  told  him 
that  he  could  anchor  in  shallow  water  as  near  as  possible  to  Bacoor. 

At  midnight  gun  fire  was  heard  off  Oorregidor,  and  at  2  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1st  of  May  I  received  telegraphic  advices  that  the  American 
vessels  were  throwing  their  search  lights  at  the  batteries  of  the  entrance, 
with  which  they  had  exchanged  several  shots.  I  notified  the  command- 
ing general  of  the  arsenal,  Senor  Sostoa,  and  the  general-governor  of 
the  plaza,  Oapt.  Senor  Garcia  Pana,  that  they  should  prepare  them- 
selves. I  directed  all  the  artillery  to  be  loaded,  and  all  the  sailors  and 
soldiers  to  go  to  their  stations  for  battle,  soon  to  receive  the  enemy. 

This  is  all  that  occurred  since  I  sailed  to  Subic  until  the  entrance  of 
the  American  squadron  in  the  bay  of  Manila. 

THE  ARRIVAI,  OF  THE  ENEMY. 

The  squadron  being  disposed  for  action,  adds  Senor  Montojo,  fires 
spread,  and  everything  in  proper  place,  we  waited  for  the  enemy's 
arrival. 

All  the  vessels,  having  been  painted  dark  gray  color,  had  taken  down 
their  masts  and  yards  and  boats  to  avoid  the  effects  of  projectiles  and 
the  splinters,  had  their  anchors  buoyed  and  cables  ready  to  slip 
instantly. 

At  4  a.  m.  I  made  signal  to  prepare  for  action,  and  at  4.45  the  Austria 
signaled  the  enemy's  squadron,  a  few  minutes  after  which  they  were 
recognized,  with  some  confusion,  in  a  column  parallel  with  ours,  at 
about  6,000  meters  distant  j  the  flagship  Olympia  ahead,  followed  by 
the  Baltimore,  Raleigh,  Boston,  Concord,  Helena,  Petrel,  and  McGulloch, 
and  the  two  transports  Zafiro  and  Nanshan. 

The  force  of  these  vessels,  excepting  transports  that  were  noneom- 
batant,  amounted  to  21,410  tons,  49,290  horsepower,  163  guns  (many 
of  which  were  rapid  fire),  1,750  men  in  their  crews,  and  of  an  average 
velocity  of  about  17  miles.  The  power  of  our  only  five  effective  ships 
for  battle  was  represented  by  10,111  tons,  11,200  horsepower,  76  guns 
(very  short  of  rapid  fire),  1,875  crew,  and  a  maximum  speed  of  12  miles. 
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THB  FIRE  FROM   SHORB. 

At  5  the  batteries  on  Point  Sangley  opened  Are.  The  two  first  shots 
fell  short  and  to  the  left  of  the  leading  vessel.  These  shots  were  not 
answered  by  the  enemy,  whose  principal  object  was  the  squadron. 

This  battery  only  had  two  Ordonez  guns  of  15  centimeters  mounted, 
and  but  one  of  these  could  fire  in  the  direction  of  the  opposing  fleet. 

In  a  few  minutes  one  of  the  batteries  of  ManUa  opened  fire,  and  at  5.15 
I  made  signal  that  our  squadron  open  fire.  The  enemy  answered 
immediately.  The  battle  became  general.  We  slipped  the  springs  and 
the  cables  and  started  ahead  with  the  engines,  so  as  not  to  be  involved 
by  the  enemy. 

TEE  BATTLE. 

The  Americans  fired  most  rapidly.  There  came  upon  us  numberless 
projectiles,  as  the  three  cruisers  at  the  head  of  the  line  devoted  them- 
selves almost  entirely  to  fight  the  Gristina,  my  flagship.  A  short  time 
after  the  action  commenced  one  shell  exploded  in  the  forecastle  and  put 
out  of  action  all  those  who  served  the  four  rapid-fire  cannon,  making 
splinters  of  the  forward  mast,  which  wounded  the  helmsman  on  the 
bridge,  when  Lieut.  Jose  Nunez  took  the  wheel  with  a  coolness  worthy  of 
theg  reatest  commendation,  steering  until  the  end  of  the  fight.  In  the 
meanwhile  another  shell  exploded  in  the  orlop,  setting  fire  to  the  crews' 
bags,  which  they  were  fortunately  able  to  control. 

The  enemy  shortened  the  distance  between  us,  and,  rectifying  his  aim, 
covered  us  with  a  rain  of  rapid-fire  projectiles.  At  7.30  one  shell  de- 
stroyed completely  the  steering  gear.  I  ordered  to  steer  by  hand  while 
the  rudder  was  out  of  action.  In  the  meanwhile  another  shell  exploded 
on  the  poop  and  put  out  of  action  9  men.  Another  destroyed  the  mizzen 
masthead,  bringing  down  the  flag  and  my  ensign,  which  were  replaced 
immediately.  A  fresh  shell  exploded  in  the  officers'  cabin,  covering  the 
hospital  with  blood,  destroying  the  wounded  who  were  being  treated 
there.  Another  exploded  in  the  ammunition  room  astern,  filling  the 
quarters  with  smoke  and  preventing  the  working  of  the  hand  steering 
gear.  As  it  was  impossible  to  control  the  fire,  I  had  to  flood  the  maga- 
zine when  the  cartridges  were  beginning  to  explode. 

Amidships  several  shells  of  smaller  caliber  went  through  the  smoke- 
stack and  one  of  the  large  ones  penetrated  the  fire  room,  putting  out 
of  action  1  master  gunner  and  12  men  serving  the  guns.  Another 
rendered  useless  the  starboard  bow  gun ;  while  the  fire  astern  increased, 
fire  was  started  forward  by  another  shell,  which  went  through  the  hull 
and  exploded  on  the  deck. 

The  broadside  guns,  being  undamaged,  continued  firing  until  there 
were  only  one  gunner  and  one  seaman  remaining  unhurt  for  firing  them, 
as  the  guns'  crews  had  been  firequently  called  upon  to  substitute  those 
charged  with  steering,  all  of  whom  were  out  of  action. 

THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  OUR  SHIPS. 

The  ship  being  out  of  control,  the  hull,  smoke  pipe,  and  mast  riddled 
with  shot  or  confused  with  the  cries  of  the  wounded ;  half  of  her  crew  out 
of  action,  among  whom  were  7  officers,  I  gave  the  order  to  sink  and 
abandon  the  ship  before  the  magazines  should  explode,  making  signal 
at  the  same  time  to  the  Cuba  and  Luzon  to  assist  in  saving  the  rest  of 
the  crew,  which  they  did,  aided  by  others  from  the  Duero  and  the 
arsenaJ. 
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I  abandoned  the  Gristina,  directing  beforehand  to  secure  her  flag,  and 
accompanied  by  my  staff,  and  with  great  sorrow,  I  hoisted  my  flag  on 
the  cruiser  Isla  de  Cuba. 

After  having  saved  many  men  from  the  unfortunate  vessel,  one  shell 
destroyed  her  heroic  commander,  Don  Luis  Oadarso,  who  was  directing 
the  rescue. 

The  Ulloa,  which  also  defended  herself  firmly,  using  the  only  two 
guns  which  were  available,  was  sunk  by  a  shell  which  entered  the 
water  line,  putting  out  of  action  her  commander  and  half  of  her  remain- 
ing crew,  those  which  were  only  remaining  for  the  service  of  the  two 
guns  stated. 

The  Gastilla,  which  fought  heroically,  remained  with  her  artillery 
useless,  except  one  stern  gun,  with  which  they  fought  spiritedly,  was 
riddled  with  shot  and  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy's  shells,  then  sunk,  and 
was  abandoned  by  her  crew  in  good  order,  which  was  directed  by  her 
commander,  Don  Alonzo  Algado.  The  casualties  on  this  ship  were  23 
killed  and  80  wounded. 

The  Austria,  very  much  damaged  and  on  fire,  went  to  the  aid  of  the 
Oastilla.  The  Luzon  had  three  guns  dismounted,  and  was  slightly 
damaged  in  the  huU.  The  JDuero  remained  with  one  of  her  engines  use- 
less, the  bow  gun  of  12  centimeters  and  one  of  the  redoubts. 

At  8  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  enemy's  squadron  having  suspended 
its  fire,  I  ordered  the  ships  that  remained  to  us  to  take  positions  in  the 
bottom  of  the  Eoads  at  Baccor,  and  there  to  resist  to  the  last  moment, 
and  that  they  should  be  sunk  before  they  surrendered. 

THE   SINKING. 

At  10.30  the  enemy  returned,  forming  a  circle  to  destroy  the  arsenal 
and  the  ships  which  remained  to  me,  opening  upon  them  a  horrible  fire, 
which  we  answered  as  far  as  we  could  with  the  few  cannon  which  we 
still  had  mounted. 

There  remained  the  last  recourse  to  sink  our  vessels,  and  we  accom- 
plished this  operation,  taking  care  to  save  the  flag,  the  distinguishing 
pennant,  the  money  in  the  safe,  the  portable  arms,  the  breech  plugs  of 
the  guns,  and  the  signal  codes. 

After  which  I  went  with  my  staff  to  the  Convent  of  Santo  Domingo 
de  Oavite,  to  be  cured  of  a  wound  received  in  the  left  leg,  and  to  tele- 
graph a  brief  report  of  the  action,  with  preliminaries  and  results. 

THE  JUDGMENT  OF  THE  ADMIRAL. 

It  remains  only  to  say  that  all  the  chiefs,  officers,  engineers,  quarter- 
masters, gunners,  sailors,  and  soldiers  rivaled  one  another  in  sustaining 
with  honor  the  good  name  of  the  navy  on  this  sad  day. 

The  inefficiency  of  the  vessels  which  composed  my  little  squadron, 
the  lack  of  all  classes  of  the  personnel,  especially  master  gunners  and 
seamen  gunners;  the  inaptitude  of  some  of  the  provisional  machinists, 
the  scarcity  of  rapid-fire  cannon,  the  strong  crews  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  unprotected  character  of  the  greater  part  of  our  vessels  all  con- 
tributed to  make  more  decided  the  sacrifice  which  we  made  for  our 
country  and  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  the  horrors  of  the  bombard- 
ment of  the  city  of  Manila,  with  the  conviction  that  with  the  scarcity 
of  our  force  against  the  superior  enemy  we  were  going  to  certain  death 
and  could  expect  a  loss  of  all  our  ships. 

Our  casualties,  including  those  of  the  arsenal,  amounted  to  381  men 
killed  and  wounded. 
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[Tifuulation.] 

Oppioe  op  the  Stapp  of  the  Commander  in  Cheep 
OP  THE  Station  and  Squadron  op  the  Philippines, 

Manila,  April  24, 1898. 

It  having  been  resolved  to  go  out  witli  the  squadron  for  the  port  of 
Subic,  not  only  for  the  defense  of  that  important  port  but  also  as  a 
strategic  harbor  for  operations  which  may  occur,  the  staff  is  placed  in 
charge  of  the  necessary  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

As  commandant  of  the  Cavite  arsenal  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  your 
excellency  concerning  its  defense,  as  the  chief  commander  and  oflBcers 
will  know  how  to  defend  the  interests  of  the  nation,  trusting  the  valor, 
zeal,  and  intelligence  of  all  those  who,  with  the  slight  and  feeble 
resources  upon  which  we  can  count,  wUl  do  everything  possible  to  guard 
the  honor  of  the  flag  and  the  navy. 

Go  on,  sir,  in  the  ordering  and  equipping  as  much  as  you  think  neces- 
sary for  the  common  purposes  which  concern  our  interests. 

You  will  use  the  telegraph  to  report  to  me  all  that  you  think  impor- 
tant for  your  affairs  in  all  departments,  as  weU  as  the  cable  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Government. 

As  long  as  possible  communicate  by  way  of  Paranaque  and  Malate 
and  also  with  the  batteries  of  the  coast  by  signals  as  well  as  by  boats. 

If  yon  need  merchant  vessels  to  equip  with  torpedo  tubes,  which  may 
be  effective  in  such  vessels,  you  wiU  also  equip  them,  etc. 

MONTOJO. 

The  Commandant  op  the  Cavite  Aesenal. 

April  25. — Copy. 

SiGUlLLT,  Secretary, 
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OPERATIONS  ON  THE  ASIATIC  STATION, 

INVESTMENT  AND  PALL   OF  MANILA. 

Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong,  China: 

In  case  of  attack  by  a  superior  force,  would  you  desire  submarine 
mines?  If  so,  how  many,  and  what  length  of  cable,  et  cetera?  About 
fifty  mines  with  equipments  in  readiness  here.  Whereabouts  of  four 
Spanish  armored  cruisers  is  uncertain.  Left  Cape  Verde  Islands  on 
April  29. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  May  12, 1898. 
Seoketaet  op  N"ATT,  Washington: 

There  is  little  change  in  the  situation  since  my  last  telegram.  I  am 
transferringto  transports  steel  breech-loading  rifles  from  sunken  Spanish 
men-of-war ;  also  stores  from  arsenal  in  my  possession.  1  am  maintaining 
strict  blockade.  Add  Argos  to  the  list  of  destroyed  vessels.  El  Gorreo 
probably  ^Z  Camo.  I  sendthistelegram  to  Hongkong.  *  »  •  It  has 
been  reported  at  Manila  that  Pelayo  and  another  vessel  are  en  route  to 
Philippine  Islands. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  May  15, 1898.    (Gavite,  May  12.) 
Seoeetaby  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

I  thank  the  President  for  my  promotion.  Forcibly  recommend  that 
Commander  Lamberton,  chief  of  staff;  Captains  Wildes,  the  commander 
of  the  Boston;  Coghlan,  the  commander  of  the  Raleigh;  Gridley,  the 
commander  of  the  Olympia;  Dyer,  the  commander  of  the  Baltimore; 
Walker,  the  commander  of  the  Concord;  Wood,  the  commander  of  the 
Petrel— without  whose  aid  I  could  have  done  nothing,  each  to  be  advanced 
ten  numbers. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  May  15, 1898.    (Cavite,  May  13.) 
Seoeetaby  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

The  squadron  thanks  the  President  for  his  message  in  your  telegram 
of  May  7.  I  am  maintaining  strict  blockade  of  Manila  by  sea,  and 
believe  rebels  are  hemming  in  by  land,  although  they  are  inactive  and 
making  no  demonstrations.  Great  scarcity  of  provisions  in  the  city. 
I  believe  the  Spanish  Governor-General  will  be  obliged  to  surrender 
soon.  I  can  take  Manila  at  any  moment.  To  retain  possession  and 
thus  control  Philippine  Islands  would  require,  in  my  best  judgment, 
5898 7  97 
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well-equipped  force  of  5,000  men,  although  United  States  troops  sent 
by  Peicin  will  be  very  useful  to  relieve  the  Oh/mpia  of  guarding  Oavite. 
United  States  troops  should  make  provision  for  extremely  hot,  moist 
climate.  Spanish  force  is  estimated  10,000  men.  The  rebels  are  reported 
30,000  men.  I  should  suggest  the  Charleston  or  PeUn  bring  a  few 
ofiQcers  and  about  100  men,  partly  Engineers  Department,  to  man  trans- 
port Manila  and  captured  vessels.  I  am  loading  Manila  with  ordnance 
from  the  Spanish  man-of-war.  I  propose  to  assign  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Singer  to  command.  Captured  on  May  12  the  Spanish  gun 
vessel  Gallao  attempting  to  run  blockade;  released  on  parole  offtcers 
and  men.  I  have  plenty  of  coal  for  the  present  and  can  purchase  more 
in  Chinese  ports.  Will  hold  frequent  communication  with  Hongkong. 
One  British,  one  French,  two  German,  one  Japanese  men-of-war  here 
observing.  Baltimore  requires  immediately  one  Mark  lY  mount  for 
one  6-inch  B.  L.  E.,  a  supply  of  extractors  for  Hotchkiss  3-pounders 
and  for  Hotchkiss  6  pounders;  also  locks  most  recent  design  for  main 
battery. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  May  15, 1898. 
Dewey,  SongTcong: 

Following  is  quotation  from  joint  resolution  tendering  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Commodore  George  Dewey,  U.  S.  N.,  and  to  ofllcers  and  men 
of  squadron  under  his  command : 

Besolvid  iy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentativea  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  the  thanks  of 
Congress  and  of  the  American  people  are  hereby  tendered  to  Commodore  George 
Dewey,  United  States  Navy,  commander  in  chief  of  the  United  States  naval  force 
on  the  Asiatic  Station,  for  highly  distinguished  conduct  in  conflict  with  the  enemy, 
as  displayed  by  him  in  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet  and  batteries  in  the  har- 
bor of  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  May  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  ninety-eight. 
That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the  American  people  are  hereby  extended,  through 
Commodore  George  Dewey,  to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command  for  the  gal- 
lantry and  skill  exhibited  by  them  on  that  occasion. 

This  act  having  been  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
on  May  10,  you  have  been  commissioned  a  rear-admiral.  Department 
takes  great  pleasure  in  transmitting  this  information  to  you,  which  you 
will  convey  to  ofiicers  and  men  under  your  command. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  16, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honglcong : 

Eeceipt  of  your  telegram  of  May  13  is  acknowledged.  The  Depart- 
ment will  send  officers  and  men  for  transport,  etc. ;  also  ordnance  arti- 
cles for  Baltimore.  About  1,200  United  States  troops  will  leave  on 
board  Pekin  about  May  21.  The  Charleston  will  leave  about  May  18. 
If  the  Spanish  guns  are  serviceable  and  have  projectiles,  could  not  they 
be  mounted  at  Caroline  Islands?  It  is  advisable,  perhaps,  to  destroy. 
There  are  rumors  of  possible  Spanish  expedition  to  operate  about  the 
Philippine  Islands. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  16, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong  : 

Following  information  requested  as  soon  as  possible  by  General  Mer- 
ritt,  who  will  command  troops  for  Philippines:  First,  what  is  total 
strength  of  Spanish  forces  in  island?  Second,  how  much  of  this  force 
in  or  about  Manila?  Third,  what  proportion  of  troops  is  Spanish  and 
what  native?  Fourth,  what  amount  and  caliber  of  field  artillery  have 
they?  Fifth,  can  we  operate  field  artillery,  or  will  mountain  artillery 
alone  be  practicable?  Sixth,  what  number  of  horses  can  be  had  in  or 
near  Manila?  What  work  are  they  equal  to?  Seventh,  what  food 
supplies  are  imperative  to  bring  ?  Eighth,  will  bridge  trains  be  needed, 
and  how  much?    Answer  in  cipher. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  19, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong  : 

Have  received  information  to  the  effect  that  10,000  tons  of  coal  are  at 
Tap  Island,  Carolines. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  19, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong : 

Following  rule  enforced  in  blockade  of  Cuban  ports :  AUow  thirty 
days  from  establishment  of  blockade  to  neutral  vessels  lying  in  any 
blockaded  Philippine  port  to  issue  therefrom  with  innocent  neutral 
cargo.  Cases  of  British  ship  Ancaios,  Marion  Woodwide,  Austria, 
Oweenee,  iJelcairnie,  bound  for  American  or  British  ports,  specially 
brought  to  notice  of  this  Government.  Ton  may  extend  the  time  a 
few  days,  if  necessary,  on  account  of  delay  in  cabliug. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong: 

Pekin  and  Charleston  proceed  at  once  to  Manila,  touching  at  Guam, 
Ladrone  Islands,  where  will  capture  fort,  Spanish  ofBcials,  and  garri- 
son and  act  at  discretion  regarding  coal  that  may  be  found. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong : 

Eeports  are  current  to  the  effect  that  Carlos  V,  Pelayo,  Alfonso  XII, 
and  some  transports  sailing  to  the  Philippine  Islands  with  large  body 
troops.  Other  reports  say  they  are  bound  for  the  east  coast  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  report  states  they  have  sailed  for  the  latter 
destination;  but  as  our  means  of  receiving  intelligence  from  Spain  are 
_very  untrustworthy,  you  are  given  this  information  for  what  it  may  be 
worth. 

Long. 
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Hongkong,  May  19, 1898.    (Eeceived  Washington,  May  19.) 
Day,  Washington: 

This  answers  Long's  cable  to  Dewey.  Prom  best  information  obtain- 
able, Dewey  can  not  reply  under  week.  Twenty  (one?)  thousand 
Spanish  troops,  of  which  4,000  native  and  2,000  volunteers.  All  but 
1,000  at  Manila.  They  have  ten  mountain  guns,  no  large  field  artillery, 
proven  last  rebellion  not  practicable.  Plenty  good  ponies,  12  hands 
high.  No  food  Phillippines,  but  rice.  Large  supply  should  be  taken 
for  insurgent  allies. 

WiLDMAN. 


Washington,  May  21, 1898. 
Dewey,  Honglcong: 

Steamship  Pekin,  1,200  men,  400  tons  ammunition,  and  other  sup- 
plies, accompanied  by  army  transports,  City  of  Sydney  and  Australia, 
with  several  thousand  troops,  will  leave  San  Francisco,  May  24,  for 
Philippine  Islands,  via  Honolulu,  stopping  there  for  coal.  Should 
arrive  off  Cape  Engano,  northeast  corner  island  Luzon,  in  about 
twenty-four  days.  Have  one  of  your  vessels  there  to  convoy  them  to 
Manila.    They  are  unarmed. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  22, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honglcong : 

Have  private  information  the  Spanish  are  using  cable  Bolinao  to 
Hongkong.    Inland  line  intact  from  Manila  to  Bolinao. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  24, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  HongTcong : 

Tou  will  report  guns  of  recent  design  captured,  the  number  of,  kind, 
ammunition  supply,  and  generally  the  availability  of  mounting  in- 
shore battery. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  May  24, 1898.    (Oavite,  May  20.) 
Seoketaky  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Situation  unchanged.  Strict  blockade  is  continued.  Great  scarcity 
prevails  at  Manila.  Foreign  subjects  fear  an  outbreak  of  the  Spanish 
soldiers.  Arrangements  have  been  made  lor  them  to  be  transferred  to 
Oavite  by  the  foreign  men-of-war,  if  necessary.  Aguinaldo,  the  rebel 
commander  in  chief,  was  brought  down  by  the  McGulloch.  Organizing 
forces  near  Oavite  and  may  render  assistance  that  will  be  valuable.  1 
do  not  consider  submarine  mines  practicable  here,  on  account  of  great 
depth  and  width  of  bay  and  entrance.  If  attacked  by  superior  force, 
the  squadron  will  endeavor  to  give  good  account  of  itself.  The  Ameri- 
can bark  Saranac  was  captured  off  Iloilo,  Philippine  Islands.  Upon 
the  arrival  of  the  Charleston  with  ammunition,  I  propose  to  recapture 
and  to  clear  the  island  of  smaU  Spanish  gun  vessels.  When  is  Charles- 
ton expected  to  arrive?    I  request  you  will  send  to  the  Asiatic  Station 
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the  Bennington  and  the  Forlctotcn,  if  possible.    Will  be  more  mefijln'rq 
than  the  Philadelphia,    How  many  troops  coming  here  Pefct»j?\  "when 
expected  to  arrive?    I  request  send  provisions  for  the  sqTiadron\2,05 ' 
men  for  three  months.    Also  small  stores.  ' 

Dewey. 


■Washington,  May  26, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  SongTcong  : 

Ton  must  exercise  discretion  most  fully  in  all  matters,  and  be  gov- 
erned according  to  circumstance  which  you  know  and  we  can  not  know. 
Tou  have  our  confidence  entirely.  It  is  desirable,  as  far  as  possible, 
and  consistent  for  your  success  and  safety,  not  to  have  political  alli- 
ances with  the  insurgents  or  any  faction  in  the  islands  that  would  incur 
liability  to  maintain  their  cause  in  the  future. 

Long, 


Washington,  May  27, 1898. 
Dewey,  SongJcong: 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  send  Monterey  to  the  Asiatic 
Station.    May  be  expected  at  Manila  at  the  end  of  July. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  May  27,  1898.    (Cavite,  May  29.) 
Secretaey  of  Navy,   Washington: 

No  change  in  the  situation  of  the  blockade.  Is  effective.  It  is  im- 
possible for  the  people  in  Manila  to  buy  provisions,  except  rice.  The 
French  men-of-war  must  go  to  Saigon  for  provisions.  It  is  important 
that  I  should  know  as  early  as  possible  whereabouts  and  strength  of 
the  possible  Spanish  expedition  to  the  Philippines,  and,  if  possible,  that 
the  squadron  should  be  reinforced  with  a  battle  ship  or  armored  cruiser. 
The  captain  of  the  Olympia  (Giidlej)  condemned  by  medical  survey;  is 
ordered  home;  leave  by  Occidental  and  Oriental  Steamship  Company's 
steamer  from  Hongkong  on  May  28.  Commander  Lamberton  has  been 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Olympia.  Steamer  has  just  arrived 
from  Amoy  with  3,000  Mauser  rifles  and  great  amount  ammunition  for 
Aguinaldo,  whose  force  is  increasing  constantly.  *  *  *  Bark 
Saranac  is  sailing  under  the  British  flag;  is  loading  with  sugar  at 
Iloilo  for  New  York. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  SongTcong: 

The  orders  of  Commander  Lamberton  to  the  Olympia  approved. 
There  is  no  Spanish  force  en  route  to  Philippine  Islands.  Tou  will  be 
notified  of  the  departure  of  such.  Twenty-five  hundred  men.  United 
States  troops,  left  May  25  from  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  for  Manila. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  30, 1898. 
Dewe"!  (care  American  consul),  HongJcong: 

It  is  the  intention  of  tlie  Department  to  send  Monadnook  to  Asiatic 
Station. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  May  30, 1898. 
Seobbtaet  op  NAvr,  Washington: 

Aguinaldo,  revolutionary  leader,  visited  the  Olympia  yesterday.  He 
expects  to  make  general  attack  on  May  31.  Doubt  ability  to  succeed. 
Situation  remains  unchanged. 

Dbwet. 


Hongkong,  June  6, 1898. 
Seoeetaby  op  Katt,  Washington: 

The  following  telegram  has  been  received,  addressed  United  States 
consul,  Hongkong : 

Direct  Captain  Hodgson,  McCuUoch,  turn  over  command  Foley ;  retnm  home, 

Ckidlkb. 

I  request  to  be  informed  is  this  offtciall 

Dewey. 


Washington,  June  6, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  HongTcong: 

Cold  storage  steamer  from  Australia  is  due  about  June  20  at  Manila, 
with  fresh  provisions  for  the  squadron.    Orders  Hodgson  official. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Hongkong,  June  6, 1898.    (Oavite,  June  3.) 
Seoeetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Eeceipt  of  telegram  of  May  26  is  acknowledged,  and  I  thank  the 
Department  for  the  expression  of  confidence.  Have  acted  according 
to  the  spirit  of  Department's  instructions  therein  from  the  beginning, 
and  I  have  entered  into  no  alliance  with  the  insurgents  or  with  any 
faction.  This  squadron  can  reduce  the  defenses  of  Manila  at  any 
moment,  but  it  is  considered  useless  until  the  arrival  of  sufficient 
United  States  forces  to  retain  possession. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  June  6, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

There  are  no  guns  of  recent  design  available  to  mount  upon  shore, 
being  without  breech  mechanism,  mounts,  or  ammunition.  There  is  no 
telegraphic  communication  Bolinao  to  Hongkong.  Have  just  received 
4,500  tons  of  coal;  I  have  sufficient  coal  for  two  months.  Insurgents 
have  been  engaged  actively  within  the  province  of  Oavite  during  last 
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week;  they  have  won  several  small  victories,  taking  prisoners  abont 
1,800  men,  50  ofiflcers;  Spanish  troops,  not  native.  I  am  preparing 
arsenal  and  Oavite  for  the  occupation  United  States  troops,  and  will 
have  vessel  off  Gape  Engano  to  meet  United  States  transports. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  June  10, 1898. 
Admiral  Dewey,  Honglcong: 

Cabled  May  19  to  allow  neutral  vessels  lying  in  any  blockaded  Phil- 
ippine port  thirty  days  from  blockade,  and  more  if  necessary,  to  depart 
with  innocent  neutral  cargo,  and  mentioned  five  British  ships,  Ancaicos, 
Marion  Woodside,  Austria,  Oweenee,  Delcairnie,  Department  requests 
instruction,  because  informed  you  did  not  receive  original. 

AiiLEN,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  14, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  SongTcong: 

Eeport  fully  any  conferences,  relations,  or  cooperations,  military  or 
otherwise,  which  you  have  had  with  Aguinaldo,  and  keep  informed  the 
Depaoctment  in  that  respect. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  June  27, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Eeceipt  of  telegram  of  June  14  is  acknowledged.  Aguiualdo,  insur- 
gent leader,  with  thirteen  of  his  staff,  arrived  May  19,  by  permission, 
on  Nanshan.  Established  self  Oavite,  outside  arsenal,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  our  guns,  and  organized  his  army.  I  have  had  several  con- 
ferences with  him,  generally  of  a  personal  nature.  Consistently  I  have 
refrained  from  assisting  him  in  any  way  with  the  force  under  my  com- 
mand, and  on  several  occasions  I  have  declined  requests  that  I  should 
do  so,  telling  him  the  squadron  could  not  act  until  the  arrival  of  the 
United  States  troops.  At  the  same  time  I  have  given  him  to  understand 
that  I  consider  insurgents  as  friends,  being  opposed  to  a  common  enemy. 
He  has  gone  to  attend  a  meeting  of  insurgent  leaders  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  civil  government.  Aguinaldo  has  acted  independently  of  the 
squadron,  but  has  kept  me  advised  of  his  progress,  which  has  been 
wonderful.  I  have  allowed  to  pass  by  water  recruits,  arms,  and  ammu- 
nition, and  to  take  such  Spanish  arms  and  ammunition  from  the  arsenal 
as  he  needed.  Have  advised  frequently  to  conduct  the  war  humanely, 
which  he  has  done  invariably.  My  relations  with  him  are  cordial,  but 
I  am  not  in  his  confidence.  The  United  States  has  not  been  bound  in 
any  way  to  assist  insurgents  by  any  act  or  promises,  and  he  is  not,  to 
my  knowledge,  committed  to  assist  us.  I  believe  he  expects  to  capture 
Manila  without  my  assistance,  but  doubt  ability,  they  not  yet  having 
many  guns.  In  my  opinion,  these  people  are  far  superior  in  their  intel- 
ligence and  more  capable  of  self-government  than  the  natives  of  Cuba, 
and  I  am  familiar  with  both  races. 

Dewey. 
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130060. 

[Proclamstlons  issned  by  General  Aguinaldo.] 

ISo.  307  D.]  D".  S.  I^ATAL  FOKCB  ON  ASIATIC  STATION, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Gavite,  Philippine  Islands,  June  12, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  for  the  information  of  the  Depart- 
ment, copies,  with  translations,  of  three  proclamations  issued  by  Gen- 
eral Aguinaldo,  the  insurgent  leader  in  the  Philippines. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  Dewet, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  If., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 

The  Sbceetaey  of  the  Kavy, 

Washington,  D.  G. 
(Bureau  of  Navigation.) 


[TTsnslation.] 

Filipinos  : 

The  great  North  American  Nation,  the  cradle  of  gennine  liberty,  and  therefore  the 
friend  of  our  people,  oppressed  and  enslaved  by  the  tyranny  and  despotism  of  its 
rulers,  has  come  to  us  manifesting  a  protection  as  decisive  as  it  is  undoubtedly  dis- 
interested toward  our  inhabitants,  considering  us  as  sufficently  civilized  and  capable 
of  governing  for  ourselves  onr  unfortunate  country.  In  order  to  maintain  this  high 
estimate  granted  us  by  the  generous  North  American  Nation  we  should  abominate 
all  those  deeds  which  tend  to  lower  this  opinion,  which  are  pillage,  theft,  and  all 
sorts  of  crimes  relating  to  persons  or  property,  with  the  purpose  of  avoiding  inter- 
national conflicts  during  the  period  of  oar  campaign. 

I  decree  as  follows : 

Articlb  I.  The  lives  and  property  of  all  foreigners,  Chinese  being  included  in  this 
denomination,  shall  be  respected,  as  well  as  that  of  aU  Spaniards  who  neither 
directly  or  indirectly  contributed  to  carry  on  war  against  us. 

Akticub  II.  Enemies  who  lay  down  their  arms  must  also  be  respected  in  like 
manner. 

Articub  in.  All  hospitals  and  ambulances  must  likewise  be  respected,  as  well  as 
all  persons  and  goods  found  therein,  including  the  staff  on  duty,  unless  they  manifest 
hostility. 

AsTiCLl!  IV.  Those  who  disobey  what  is  prescribed  in  these  preceding  articles 
shall  be  tried  by  summary  process  and  put  to  death  if  the  said  disobedience  has 
resulted  in  murder,  robbery,  or  rape. 

Given  in  Cavite,  the  24th  of  May,  1898. 

Emujo  AaniKAiJ)o. 


[TranBlation.] 

My  Beloved  Fellow-Cotjntrymbn  : 

I  accepted  the  treaty  proposed  by  Don  Pedro  H.  Paterno,  agreeing  with  the  Cap- 
tain-General of  these  islands  under  certain  conditions,  and  laying  down  arms  and 
dismissing  the  forces  under  my  immediate  control,  because  I  believed  it  better  for 
the  country  than  to  carry  on  the  insurrection  for  which  resources  were  lacking,  but 
since  the  failure  to  fulfill  any  of  the  said  conditions,  certain  bands  were  dissatisfied 
and  remained  under  arms,  and  since  a  period  of  five  months  has  elapsed  without 
any  step  toward  the  reforms  which  "we  demand  to  advance  our  country  to  the  rank 
of  a  civilized  nation,  like  our  neighbor,  Japan,  which  in  little  more  than  twenty 
years  has  advanced  to  a  satisfactory  position,  and  demonstrated  her  power  and 
vigor  in  the  late  war  with  China,  while  the  Spanish  Government  remains  powerless 
to  contend  with  certain  obstacles  which  constantly  arrest  the  progress  of  our  country 
with  a  deadly  influence  which  has  been  a  principal  factor  in  causing  the  uprising  of 
the  people.  Now  that  the  great  and  powerful  North  American  Nation  have  come 
to  offer  disinterested  protection  for  the  effort  to  secure  the  liberation  of  this  coun- 
try, I  return  to  assume  command  of  all  the  forces  for  the  attainment  of  our  lofty 
aspirations,  establishing  a  dictatorial  government  which  will  set  forth  deorees  under 
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my  sole  TesponBiliility,  assisted  by  the  advice  of  eminent  persons  until  these  islands 
are  completely  conquered  and  able  to  form  a  constitutional  convention  and  to  elect 
a  president  and  a  cabinet  in  whose  favor  I  wUl  duly  resign  the  authority. 
Given  in  Cavite  the  24th  of  May,  1898. 

Emllio  Aguinajux). 


[Tranelation.} 

FrLBPiNOs: 

This  dictatorial  government  proposes  to  begin  ■within  a  few  days  our  military 
operations,  and  being  informed  that  the  Spaniard  intends  to  send  us  a  Parliamen- 
tary oommission  in  order  to  open  negotiations  for  restoring  Spanish  authority,  and 
being  resolved  to  admit  no  negotiations  of  that  sort  in  view  of  the  collapse  of  a 
former  treaty  by  default  of  the  same  Spanish  Government,  and  noting,  moreover, 
the  presence  in  this  place  of  certain  persons  coming  in  the  capacity  of  spies  for  the 
said  Spanish  Government,  as  general  in  chief  of  this  region  I  decree  as  follows : 

Akticlb  I.  Civilians  or  soldiers  who  enter  this  territory  with  authority  to  nego- 
tiate, but  without  presenting  themselves  under  a  flag  of  truce  as  provided  for  such 
eases  by  international  law,  and  also  those  lacking  credentials  and  documents  for 
their  due  recognition  of  character  and  personality,  shall  be  considered  guilty  of 
serving  as  spies  and  put  to  death. 

Article  II.  Any  Filipino  who  undertakes  the  aforesaid  service  shall  be  considered 
as  a  traitor  to  his  country,  and  there  shall  be  imposed  upon  him  the  penalty  of  hang- 
ing by  the  neck  in  a  public  place  for  the  period  of  two  hours  with  a  label  attached 
bearing  the  statement  that  ne  is  a  traitor  to  his  country. 

Article  III.  Any  soldier  or  civilian  found  within  our  territories  seeking  to  pass 
over  to  the  enemy  bearing  secrets  of  war  or  plans  of  fortifications  shall  also  be  reck- 
oned as  a  traitor  and  put  to  death. 

Given  in  Cavite  the  24th  of  May,  1898. 

Emilio  Aguinaldo. 


130043. 

[Efficiency  of  Captain  Hodgadon,  U.  S.  E.  C] 

Ko.  306  B.]  TJ.  S.  Natal  Force  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Oh/mpia,  Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  June  12, 1898. 
SiE :  I  take  pleasure  in  bringing  to  the  attention  of  the  Department 
the  zeal  and  efficiency  of  Oapt.  Daniel  B.  Hodgsdon,  E.  0.  S.,  com- 
manding the  McGulloch,  while  serving  in  the  squadron  under  my 
command. 

The  McCulloch  steamed  from  Hongkong  to  Manila  Bay  in  the  squad- 
ron formation,  and  ran  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  with  the  squadron, 
and  while  not  placed  in  the  line  of  battle  at  the  battle  of  Manila  Bay, 
was  kept  near  by  and  in  readiness  to  assist  any  vessel  that  might  be 
disabled. 

Since  joining  my  command,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  detachment. 
Captain  Hodgsdon  has  kept  the  McCulloch  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency, 
and  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  and  has  made  her  a  valuable 
auxiliary  to  the  squadron. 

I  request  that  the  Department  will  communicate  this  report  to  the 
honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

George  Dewey, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Seoeetaey  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
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Hongkong,  June  17, 1898.    (Oavite,  Jtme  12.) 
Sboeetart  of  Navy,  Washington: 

There  is  little  change  in  the  situation  since  my  telegram  of  June  3. 
Insurgents  continue  hostilities  and  have  practically  surrounded  Manila. 
They  have  taken  2,500  Spanish  prisoners,  whom  they  treat  most 
humanely.  They  do  not  intend  to  attack  city  proper  until  the  arrival 
of  United  States  troops  thither;  I  have  advised.  Twelve  merchant 
vessels  are  anchored  in  the  bay  with  refugees  on  board  under  guard  of 
neutral  men-of-war;  this  with  my  permission.  Health  of  the  squadron 
continues  excellent.  The  German  commander  in  chief  arrived  to-day. 
Three  German,  two  British,  one  French,  one  Japanese  men-of-war  now 
in  port;  another  German  man-of-war  is  expected.  I  request  the 
departure  of  the  Monadnock  and  the  Monterey  be  expedited. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  June  17, 1898.    (Gavite,  June  13.) 
Sbceetaey  op  Navy,  Washington: 

I  request  the  Department  will  send  six  months'  supplies  in  aH  depart- 
ments, including  medical,  for  the  squadron,  including  McGulloch,  Zafiro, 
Namshan,  Manila,  complement  about  50  men,  and  Gallao,  complement 
about  25  men.  It  is  practically  impossible  to  obtain  further  supplies 
within  the  limits  of  the  station  during  the  war. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  June  17, 1898.    (Oavite,  June  12.) 
Seceetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

I  request  the  Department  send  350  men  and  20  marines  to  fill  vacan- 
cies existing  to  replace  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have  expired  or 
will  expire  before  October  1. 

Dewey. 


Oavite,  June  17, 1898. 
Seceetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

No  change  since  my  telegram  of  June  12.  Have  sent  the  Baltimore, 
Cape  Engano,  Luzon  Island,  to  meet  American  transports.  The  health 
of  the  squadron  continues  excellent.  Another  French  man-of  war  has 
arrived. 

Dewey. 


Oavite,  June  17,  1898. 
Seceetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Commanding  ofl&cers  have  no  recommendation  to  make  under  Revised 
Statutes,  sections  1407  and  491.  All  officers  and  men  did  their  whole 
duty  nobly,  but  the  nature  of  the  action  did  not  admit  of  any  individual 
display  of  personal  heroism. 

Dewey. 
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Washington,  June  18, 1898. 
Dewey  (caie  American  consul)  Honghong : 

The  Spanish  fleet,  two  armored  cruisers,  six  converted  cruisers,  four 
destroyers,  reported  off  Oeuta,  sailing  to  the  east,  by  the  United  States 
consul  at  Gibraltar.  If  they  pass  Suez,  Egypt,  will  cable  yon.  The 
Monterey  and  the  collier  sailed  [for]  Manila  from  San  Diego  on  June  11. 
The  Monadnock  and  the  collier  will  follow  June  20,  if  possible.  Could  not 
you  have  a  vessel  at  Hongkong  to  receive  notice  concerning  Spanish 
fleet  passing  Suez?  Second  division  of  the  army  expedition,  about 
3,500  men,  in  four  steamers,  sailed  from  San  Francisco  [at]  noon  on  June 
16.  The  army  estimates  they  will  make  average  speed  10  knots  per  hour, 
and  touch  two  days  at  Honolulu.    Sustained  sea  speed  seems  doubtful. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  21, 1898. 
Dbwet  (care  American  consul),  MongTcong: 

Message  June  12  is  received.  Impossible  to  furnish  petty  officers  or 
experienced  men.  Are  authorized  to  retain  those  on  board  by  United 
States  Bevised  Statutes,  sections  1422  and  1572.  Will  this  maintain 
efficiency? 

Long. 


Washington,  June  22, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honglcong: 

Our  special  agents  report  Oamara's  fleet  at  Cartagena,  Spain.  It  is 
thought  reliable  information.  His  future  destination  not  ascertained 
yet. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  23, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honglcong: 

Permit  the  Chinese  subjects  in  Manila  to  leave  if  they  desire.    Grant 
permission  to  charter  vessels  if  necessary. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  24, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  EongTcong: 

The  Department  did  not  send  convoy  with  four  transports  [which] 
sailed  June  15  from  San  Francisco.  Have  been  informed  the  army 
touch  at  Honolulu.  Guam  was  not  mentioned  in  their  orders.  Average 
speed  10  knots  per  hour.  If  it  is  considered  best,  send  vessel  for  them 
Gape  Engano. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  24, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  SongTcong: 

Send  PeMn  to  San  Francisco  for  supplies  as  soon  as  she  can  be 
spared. 

Long. 
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Washington,  June  25, 1898- 
Dewbt  (care  American  consul),  HongJcong: 

Second  army  division,  Gen.  F.  V.  Greene  commanding,  left  San 
Francisco  to  toucli  at  Honolulu  and  Guam.  Estimated  to  arriye  Guam 
July  10  and  expects  meet  convoying  vessel  from  you  at  Guam.  If 
practicable,  send  one.  If  you  can  not  do,  then  charter  vessel  and  send 
naval  ofiBicer  Guam.  Inform  commanding  officer  expedition  to  come  to 
Engando  or  Manila  without  convoy.  The  War  Department  stated 
Greene  would  not  touch  Guam,  but  now  announces  he  will  touch  there. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  25, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong: 

The  Spanish  fleet  from  Cadiz  passed  Cape  Bon,  going  to  the  east, 
June  22, 3  p.  m.  Expected  to  go  to  Manila.  Comprise  Pelayo,  Umperor 
Carlos  y,  three  torpedo-boat  destroyers,  three  auxiliary  armed  steam- 
ers, and  seven  transports.    In  all,  15  sail. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  27, 1898. 
Dewbt  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong  : 

The  Mona&nock  sailed  June  25  from  San  Francisco,  accompanied  by 
collier  Nero.  Was  ordered  to  proceed  at  utmost  speed  safely  possible, 
and  stops  as  short  as  possible,  and  to  make  best  of  way  to  a  point  600 
nautical  miles  east  true  from  Cape  Engano,  and  thence  to  run  to  the 
west  true  until  up  to  Cape  Engano.  If  then  she  has  not  received  from 
you  a  message  to  the  contrary,  she  will  proceed  at  once  to  Manila.  This 
enables  you  to  meet  the  Monadnock  or  to  send  a  message  to  her  within 
600  nautical  miles  of  Cape  Engano,  if  you  desire  to  do  so.  Further- 
more, General  Merritt's  third  division  of  transports  will  leave  about 
June  27  from  San  Francisco  with  about  4,000  men  and  not  convoyed, 
but  he  has  been  advised  to  make  and  to  sail  the  600  knots  east  and 
west  line  as  described  for  the  Monadnock. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  27, 1898. 
Dbwet  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong: 

Camara's  fleet  arrived  off  Port  Said  June  26,  and  is  reported  by  our 
agent  there  as  follows:  Pelayo,  Carlos  V,  Audaz,  Osada,  Proserpina, 
Patriota,  12  guns,  and  three  unarmed  transports.  Colon,  Covadonga,  and 
8an  Francisco.  They  will  coal  immediately — to  be  supplied  by  Cory 
Brothers,  whose  agents  are  Savon  Bazui.  The  bottom  of  ships  appar- 
ently foul.  A  telegramfrom  Lieutenant  Sims  at  Paris,  June  25,  says  that 
special  agent  now  at  Cartagena  reports  one  transport  carries  munitions 
of  war,  Aires  and  Panay  each  one  regiment  of  infantry,  and  San  Francisco 
one  battalion  marine  infantry.  Auxiliary  fleet  has  20,000  tons  of  coal. 
All  cruisers  unarmed  except  Bapido,  Patriota,  and  Aires.    *     *    * 

Bofpido  and  Patriota  were  formerly  Normannia  and  Golurnbia,  and 
reported  each  to  carry  four  6.2-inch,  four  4.8-inch,  two  3J-inch,  and  four 
revolving  cannon.  Other  reports  say  more,  but  that  is  doubtful.  We 
have  not  the  particulars  of  Aires's  battery.    •    •    • 

Long, 
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HoNG-KONG.    (Keceived  June  27, 1898.) 
Seceetart  of  Natt,  Washington: 

No  change  in  the  situation  since  my  telegram  of  June  17,  Five  Ger- 
man, 3  British,  1  French,  1  Japanese  men-of-war  in  port.  Insurgents 
constantly  closing  in  on  city.  The  United  States  transports  and  the 
Charleston  have  not  yet  arrived.  The  Baltimore  is  at  Cape  Engano 
awaiting  them.  Have  received  information  Cadiz  squadron  passed 
Gibraltar  Friday  morning,  June  17,  bound  eastward.  Shall  the  Monad- 
nock  and  the  Monterey  arrive  in  time?  In  my  judgment,  if  the  coast  of 
Spain  was  threatened,  the  squadron  of  the  enemy  would  have  to  return. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-one  ofBcers,  United  States  Navy,  6  paymaster's 
clerks,  and  1,709  men  were  engaged  battle  of  Manila  Bay. 

Dewey. 

Washin&ton,  June  28, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honghong  : 

If  the  service  so  requires,  you  are  authorized  to  purchase  or  to 
charter  one  or  two  steamers  suitable  for  dispatch  vessels.  This  might 
be  important  to  you  in  case  Camara  goes  to  the  Philippines. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  29, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Honghong : 

The  different  reenforcements  sent  to  you  are  as  follows:  First  army 
detachment  and  the  Charleston  sailed  May  21  from  San  Francisco  via 
Honolulu  and  Guam.  Estimated  sea  speed,  10  knots.  The  Monterey 
sailed  June  11  from  San  Diego,  Oal.,  via  Honolulu  and  Guam,  probably 
estimated  sea  speed,  10  knots  per  hour.  The  MonadnocTt  sailed  June  25 
from  San  Francisco  for  Honolulu,  and  then  direct.  Estimated  sea 
speed,  6  knots  per  hour;  perhaps  more.  Third  army  detachment  sailed 
June  27  from  San  Francisco ;  was  recommended  to  go  direct.  Squadron 
under  Watson,  the  Iowa  and  Oregon,  the  Yanhee  and  the  Dixie,  the 
Newaric  and  the  Yosemite,  and  four  colliers  preparing  with  all  possible 
dispatch  to  start  for  Spanish  coast.    The  Spaniards  know  this. 

Long. 


Washington,  July  l,  1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  HongTcong: 

It  would  be  well  to  ascertain  the  possibility  of  landing  the  United 
States  troops  in  Binangonam  anchorage,  east  side  of  Luzon,  or  at  some 
other  point  on  Luzon,  and  thence  marching  to  Manila  by  sea,  as  it 
might  become  necessary  to  hold  Luzon  with  troops  pending  your  con- 
centration with  the  monitors. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  July  1, 1898. 
Sboretaby  of  Nats',  Washington: 

Eeferring  to  your  telegram  of  June  21,  the  crew  now  on  board  is 
more  efficient  than  new  men  would  be.  I  consider,  however,  that  in 
justice  to  them,  and  to  prevent  discontent,  if  not  dissatisfaction  in  the 
squadron,  men  whose  terms  of  enlistment  have  expired  should  be 
relieved  ixom  duty  in  this  hot  and  unhealthful  climate  as  soon  as 
possible. 

Dewey. 
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Hongkong,  July  l,  1898.    (Gavite,  June  26.) 
Seoeetaet  of  K'avt,  Washington: 

I  shall  have  vessel  at  Hongkong  on  or  about  July  1.    The  Charleston 
and  transports  have  not  yet  arrived. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  July  l,  1898. 
Secbbtab.y  op  Navy,  Washington: 

The  British  bark  Austria  has  gone  to  Hongkong  without  cargo.  In 
my  opinion  allowing  to  return  to  load  might  give  cause  for  complaint 
to  other  neutral  nations  whose  ships  have  been  warned  off. 

Dewey. 

Washington,  July  5, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongleong: 

Oamara  reported  to  have  passed  Suez  Oanal  July  6,  July  6,  after 
having  partly  coaled  in  Mediterranean  Sea.  Intends  to  coal  again  in 
Eed  Sea  and  thence  direct  to  Philippine  Islands.  Supposed  will  coal 
from  his  own  colliers.  His  ships  are  as  stated  in  Department's  tele- 
gram of  June  27,  except  that  Spanish  destroyers  Audaz,  Osado,  and 
Proserpina  have  returned  to  Spain,  which  would  indicate  that  he 
expects  to  make  speed. 

Long. 

Hongkong,  July  7, 1898.    (Cavite,  July  4.) 
Sbobbtauy  op  Navy,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  is  acknowledged.  The  United  States  troops 
have  landed  and  have  been  comfortably  housed  at  Cavite,  Luzon 
Island.  Insurgents  are  still  active.  The  Chinese  subjects  have  been 
permitted  to  leave  freely.  Cold-storage  steamer  has  not  yet  arrived. 
Aguinaldo  proclaimed  himself  president  of  the  revolutionary  republic 
on  July  1. 

Dewey. 


.  Washington,  July  8, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  HongJcong: 

The  Monterey  and  Brutus  reported  anchored  outside  bar  off  Honolulu 
June  29,  making  slight  repairs  of  the  machinery  of  the  Brutus,  and  they 
hoped  to  sail  on  same  night  for  Manila,  via  such  intermediate  places 
as  might  be  necessary.  The  Monterey  has  not  orders  to  run  down  the 
600-mile  line  drawn  east  true  from  Cape  Engano.  They  have  made  7 
knots  per  hour  from  San  Diego  to  Honolulu. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  July  13,  1898. 
Seoretaky  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Aguinaldo  informed  me  his  troops  had  taken  all  of  Subic  Bay  except 
Isla  Grande,  which  they  were  prevented  from  taking  by  the  German 
man-of-war  Irene.  On  July  7  sent  the  Raleigh  and  the  Concord  there; 
they  took  the  island  and  about  1,300  men,  with  arms  and  ammunition; 
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no  resistance.  The  Irene  retired  from  the  bay  on  their  arrival.  I  shall 
send  the  Boston  Gape  Engano  about  July  16  to  meet  second  army 
detachment.  It  is  not  practicable  to  send  Guam.  No  chartered  vessel 
available. 

Dewey. 


Cavitb,  July  14, 1898.    (Eeceived  "Washington  July  18.) 
Secret  AET  of  IS  any,  Washington: 

No  change  in  situation.  I  will  send  United  States  dispatch  vessel 
to  Hongkong  within  the  next  few  days.  British  ship  Ellen  A.  Read 
arrived  yesterdaij  from  Cape  of  Good  Hope;  2,600  tons  of  coal  for  us. 

Dewet. 


Baoooe,  July  15, 1898. 
His  Excellency  the  Admiral  of  the  Squadron  of  the  United  States  in  the 

Islands. 

Sir  :  The  revolution  having  taken  possession  of  the  various  provinces 
of  the  archipelago,  this  government  has  found  it  necessary  to  adopt  the 
form  and  organization  best  suited  to  the  popular  will.  I  have,  there- 
fore, the  pleasure  and  honor  of  placing  in  your  hand  the  inclosed  decrees, 
which  contain  the  organization  referred  to,  begging  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  your  Government  that  the  desires  of  this  government 
are  to  remain  always  in  friendship  with  the  great  North  American 
nation,  to  which  we  are  under  many  obligations. 

I  beg,  also,  that  your  excellency  will  have  the  kindness  to  forward 
the  inclosed  package  to  H.  B.  M.  consul,  with  a  request  from  me  that 
he  will  forward  them  to  their  respective  destinations. 

For  which  favor  the  Filipino  people  and  your  humble  servant  will  be 
most  deeply  grateful  to  your  excellency. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Bmilio  Aguinaldo. 

Indorsement  to  the  above. 

[PiiBt  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Olympia, 

Gavite,  July  17, 1898. 
Eespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department. 

George  Dewet, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 


decrees. 

[Translation.] 

To  the  People  of  the  Philippines: 

Acts  of  Providence  have  placed  me  in  a  position  for.  which  I  can  not  hut  recognize 
my  natural  inefSoiency,  hut  aa  I  have  no  right  to  violate  the  laws  of  Providence, 
nor  to  decline  the  duties  which  honor  and  patriotism  impose  upon  me,  I  greet  you, 
my  heloved  people,  from  that  position. 

In  the  face  of  the  whole  world  I  have  proclaimed  that  the  aspiration  of  my  whole 
life,  the  final  ohjeot  of  all  my  wishes  and  efforts,  is  your  independence,  hecanse  I 
have  the  inner  conviction  that  it  is  also  your  constant  longing,  since  independence 
for  us  means  the  redemption  from  slavery  and  tyranny,  the  recovery  of  lost  liberty, 
and  the  admission  to  the  concert  of  civilized  nations. 
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I  understand,  moreover,  that  the  first  dut  j;  of  any  government  is  to  interpret  faith- 
fully the  aspirations  of  the  people;  -with  this  in  view,  although  the  abnormal  cir- 
cnmstamces  of  the  war  have  compelled  me  to  constitute  this  dictatorial  government 
which  assumes  full  civil  and  military  power,  my  constant  desire  is  to  surround 
myself  with  the  most  prominent  people  from  each  province  who  by  their  conduct 
deserve  its  confidence,  so  that,  learning  from  them  the  true  needs  of  each,  I  may  be 
enabled  to  adopt  the  most  efficacious  means  for  filling  such  needs  and  curing  defi- 
ciencies in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  all. 

I  understand,  moreover,  the  urgent  necessity  of  establishing  in  each  town  a  solid 
and  substantial  organization,  a  stronger  bulwark  of  public  security  and  the  only 
means  for  insuring  the  union  and  discipline  which  are  indispensable  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  republic — that  is,  the  government  of  the  people  by  the  people — and  for 
settling  international  conflicts  which  may  arise. 

In  virtue  of  the  above  considerations  I  decree  as  follows : 

Article  1.  The  inhabitants  of  each  town  where  forces  of  the  Spanish  Government 
are  still  in  existence  shall  agree  as  to  the  most  feasible  means  for  defeating  and  anni- 
hilating them  with  the  means  and  resources  at  their  disposal,  according  to  the  pris- 
oners of  war  such  treatment  as  is  in  conformity  with  the  sentiments  of  humanity 
and  the  custom  observed  by  civilized  nations. 

Art.  2.  As  soon  as  a  town  shall  be  free  from  Spanish  dominion,  the  citizens  thereof 
who  are  most  prominent  owing  to  their  social  position  and  honorable  conduct,  in  the 
center  as  well  as  in  the  wards,  shall  assemble  in  a  junta  magna  and  shall  then  pro- 
ceed tp  the  election,  by  a  majiority  of  votes,  of  the  chief  of  the  town  and  of  a  "head  " 
for  each  ward,  as  wards  shall  be  considered  not  only  those  hitherto  known  as  such, 
but  also  the  center  of  the  town. 

Any  inhabitant  having  the  qualifications  above  set  forth  shall  be  entitled  to  attend 
such  jnnta  and  to  be  elected,  provided  always  that  he  is  a  friend  of  the  Philippine 
independence,  and  that  he  is  at  least  21  years  of  age. 

Art.  3.  In  said  junta  shall  be  elected,  also  by  a  majority  of  votes,  three  delegates, 
one  of  police  and  internal  order,  one  of  justice  and  civil  records,  and  one  of  revenues 
and  property. 

The  delegate  of  police  and  internal  order  shall  assist  the  chief  in  the  organization 
of  the  armed  force  which  each  town  must  maintain  for  its  own  security,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  resources  at  its  command,  for  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the  health  of 
the  people. 

The  delegate  of  justice  and  civil  records  shall  assist  the  chief  in  the  organization 
of  tribunals,  of  books  for  the  recording  of  births,  deaths,  and  marriages,  and  of  the 
census. 

The  delegate  of  revenues  and  property  shall  assist  the  chief  in  the  collection  of 
taxes,  the  administration  of  public  funds,  the  preparing  of  books  for  the  registration 
of  real  estate  and  cattle,  and  in  all  work  relating  to  the  development  of  all  classes 
of  industry. 

Art.  4.  The  presiding  chief,  together  with  said  heads  of  wards  and  delegates, 
shall  constitute  the  people's  junta,  which  shall  watch  over  the  strict  execntion  of 
the  orders  in  force  and  the  particular  interests  of  each  town. 

The  head  of  the  center  of  the  town  shall  be  vice-president  of  the  junta,  and  the 
delegate  of  justice  shall  be  secretary  of  the  same. 

The  heads  of  wards  shall  be  delegates  of  the  chief  in  their  respective  wards. 

Art.  5.  The  chiefs  of  each  town,  after  consulting  the  opinion  of  their  respective 
juntas,  shall  assemble  and  elect,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  the  chief  of  the  province 
and  three  councilors  for  the  three  departments  referred  to. 

The  chief  of  the  province  as  president,  the  chief  of  the  capital  of  the  province  as 
vice-president,  and  said  councilors  shall  constitute  the  provincial  council,  which 
shall  watch  over  the  enforcements  of  the  orders  of  this  government  in  the  territory 
of  the  province  and  over  the  general  interests  of  the  same,  and  shall  suggest  to  this 
government  measures  to  be  adopted  for  the  public  good. 

Art.  6.  Said  chiefs  shall  elect,  also  by  a  majority  of  votes,  three  representatives 
for  each  one  of  the  provinces  of  Manila  and  Cavite,  two  for  each  of  the  provinces 
classified  "de  t^rmmo"  in  the  Spanish  legislation,  and  one  for  each  of  the  other 
provinces  and  "political-military  commands"  of  the  Philippine  Archipelago. 

Said  representatives  shall  watch  over  the  general  interests  of  the  archipelago  and 
the  particular  interests  of  the  respective  provinces  and  shaU  constitute  the  revolu- 
tionary congress,  which  shall  suggest  to  this  government  measures  pertaining  to  the 
preservation  of  internal  order  and  the  external  security  of  the  islands,  and  shall  be 
heard  by  said  government  on  all  serious  and  important  questions,  the  decision  of 
which  admits  of  delay. 

Art.  7.  Persons  elected  for  any  ofBce  whatsoever  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
foregoing  articles  can  not  take  charge  thereof  without  previous  confirmation  by  this 
goverament,  which  shall  grant  such  confirmation  upon  consideration  of  the  records 
of  election. 

The  representatives  shall  prove  their  identity  by  the  exhibition  of  such  records. 
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Akt.  8.  The  military  chiefs  appointed  by  this  government  in  each  province  shall 
not  take  part  in  the  government  or  the  administration  of  the  same,  but  are  limited 
to  asking  the  chiefs  of  provinces  and  towns  for  such  assistance  in  the  way  of  funds 
and  forces  as  may  be  required,  and  such  chiefs  shall  not  refuse  the  same  in  case  of 
real  need. 

Nevertheless,  when  a  province  should  be  menaced  or  occupied,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  the  enemy,  the  highest  military  chief  of  the  same  may  assume  the  powers  of  the 
chief  of  province  until  the  danger  disappears. 

Art.  9.  The  government  shall  appoint  for  each  province  a  commissioner,  whose 
special  duty  it  shall  be  to  establish  therein  the  organization  provided  for  in  this 
decree,  conformable  to  the  instructions  hereafter  to  be  issued  by  said  government. 
Military  chiefs  who  free  the  towns  from  Spanish  dominion  shall  be  commissioners 
by  virtue  of  such  fact. 

Such  commissioners  shall  preside  over  the  first  j  untas  to  be  held  in  each  town  as 
well  as  in  each  province. 

Art.  10.  As  soon  as  the  organization  provided  for  in  this  decree  shall  have  been 
established,  all  former  appointments  to  any  civil  office,  whatever  its  origin  and  by 
whomsoever  made,  shall  be  without  effect,  and  all  orders  conflicting  with  this  decree 
shall  be  abrogated. 

Done  at  Cavite,  June  18,  1898. 

Emilio  Aguinaxdo. 

Then  follow  instructions  concerning  the  government  of  provinces  and  towns, 
dated  June  20,  1898,  signed  by  Emilio  Aguinaldo,  giving  special  regulations  for— 

1.  The  holding  of  sessions  of  the  different  juntas  and  councils. 

2.  The  organization  of  police  forces,  and  the  character  and  duties  of  the  same. 

3.  The  organization  of  tribunals,  oivU  records,  and  the  census. 

4.  Taxes  and  registration  of  property. 


[Translation.] 
MESSAGE  OF  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  THE   PHIIXPPINB  REVOLUTION. 

If  it  is  true — and  it  is  true — that  a  political  revolution,  well  conceived,  is  the  vio- 
lent means  which  a  people  employs  in  order  to  recover  the  sovereignty  which  nat- 
urally belongs  to  it  and  which  has  been  usurped  and  trampled  upon  by  a  tyrannical 
and  arbitrary  government,  then  the  Philippine  revolutiou  could  not  have  been  more 
just,  for  the  people  have  had  recourse  to  it  after  exhausting  all  peaceful  means 
counseled  by  reason  and  experience. 

The  former  Kings  of  Castile  bound  themselves  to  regard  the  Philippines  as  a  sister 
nation,  associated  with  Spain  in  perfect  unison  of  views  and  interests,  and  by  the 
constitution  of  1812,  promulgated  at  Cadiz  on  the  occasion  of  the  war  of  Spanish 
independence,  these  islands  were  represented  in  the  Spanish  Cortes ;  but  the  inter- 
ests of  the  monastic  corporations,  which  have  always  met  with  unconditional  sup- 
port from  the  Spanish  Government,  have  taken  from  them  this  sacred  duty  and  the 
Philippines  have  been  excluded  from  the  Spanish  constitution  and  the  people  left 
to  the  mercy  of  the  discretionary  and  arbitrary  powers  of  the  general  government. 

Under  such  circumstances  the  people  clamored  for  justice,  and  asked  of  the 
mother  country  the  recognition  and  restitution  of  their  secular  rights  by  means  of 
reforms  which  would  gradually  assimilate  them  with  Spain.  But  their  voices  were 
promptly  drowned  and  the  reward  of  their  abnegation  was  exile,  martyrdom,  and 
death.  The  religious  corporations,  with  whose  interests — always  opposed  to  those 
of  the  Philippine  people — the  Spanish  Government  has  identified  itself,  jeered  at 
these  claims  and  answered,  with  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  that  same  Govern- 
ment, that  the  liberty  of  Spain  had  cost  blood. 

What  other  recourse  was  there  left  to  the  people  to  recover  their  lost  rights? 
They  had  no  other  means  but  force,  and,  convinced  of  this,  they  have  had  recourse  to 
the  revolution. 

And  now  they  no  longer  limit  their  claims  to  the  assimilation  with  the  political 
constitution  of  Spain,  but  ask  for  definite  separation  from  her;  they  are  fighting 
for  their  independence,  firmly  convinced  that  the  time  has  come  when  they  can  and 
must  ffovern  themselves. 

So  they  have  constituted  a  revolutionary  grvernment,  based  upon  wise  and  just 
laws,  adapted  to  the  abnormal  conditions  through  which  they  are  passing,  and  at 
the  same  time  preparing  them  to  become  a  true  republic.  Taking  reason  as  the  only 
guide  for  their  actions,  justice  as  the  only  end,  and  honorable  work  as  the  only 
means,  they  call  upon  all  their  Philippine  sons,  without  distinction  of  class,  to  unite 
firmly  together  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  society  of  nobility,  not  nobility  of  birth 
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or  pompons  titles,  but  of  wort  and  personal  merit  of  each  one — a  free  society  wbere 
there  shall  be  no  egotism  and  personal  politics  that  crush  and  annihilate,  no  envy 
and  favoritism  that  debase,  no  bragging  and  charlatanry  that  make  ridiculous. 

And  it  could  not  he  otherwise:  a  people  which  has  given  proofs  of  valor  and  long 
suffering  in  time  of  trouble  and  danger,  and  of  industry  and  diligence  in  time  of 
peace,  is  not  intended  for  slavery;  such  a  people  is  called  to  be  great,  to  be  one  of 
the  strongest  arms  of  Providence  to  direct  the  destinies  of  humanity;  such  a  people 
has  sufficient  resources  and  energy  to  free  itself  from  the  ruin  and  annihilation  into 
which  the  Spanish  Government  has  plunged  it,  and  to  claim  a  modest  but  honorable 
seat  in  the  concert  of  free  nations. 

Given  at  Cavite,  June  23,  189». 

Emllio  Agtjinaldo. 


[Translation.] 

BMILIO  AGUINALDO  T  FAMT, 

President  of  the  revolntlonary  goveriunent  of  the  Philippines  and  general  in  chief  of  Its  army. 

This  government  being  desirous  of  demonstrating  to  the  people  of  the  Philippines 
that  one  of  its  objects  is  to  oppose,  with  a  firm  hand,  the  inveterate  vices  of  the 
Spanish  administration,  by  substituting  for  a  government  of  personal  luxury  and 
ostentatious  pomp,  rendering  its  movements  lazy,  heavy,  and  torpid,  one  that  shall 
be  modest  and  simple  and  prompt  in  the  execution  of  public  services,  I  decree  as 
folltiws : 

Chapter  I. — The  revolutionary  government. 

Articub  1.  The  dictatorial  government  shall  hereafter  be  known  as  the  revolu- 
tionary government,  whose  aim  it  shall  be  to  fight  for  the  independence  of  the  Philip- 
pines until  it  shall  be  expressly  recognized  by  the  free  nations,  including  Spain,  and 
to  prepare  the  country  for  its  organization  as  a  true  republic. 

The  dictator  shall  hereafter  be  known  as  the  president  of  the  revolutionary  gov- 
ernment. 

Art.  2.  There  shall  be  created  four  government  secretaryships :  One  of  foreign  rela- 
tions, marine  and  commerce;  one  of  war  and  public  works;  one  of  police  and  inter- 
nal order,  justice,  instruction,  and  hygiene;  and  one  of  the  treasury,  agriculture, 
and  manufactures. 

The  government  may  increase  this  number  of  secretaryships  if  it  should  be  found 
in  practice  that  this  distribution  is  not  sufiScient  for  the  manifold  and  complicated 
needs  of  the  public  service. 

Art.  3.  Each  secretaryship  shall  assist  the  president  in  the  discharge  of  business 
relating  to  the  respective  departments  comprised  in  such  secretaryship. 

At  the  head  of  each  there  shall  he  a  secretary  who  shall  not  be  responsible  for  the 
decrees  of  the  president,  but  who  shall  sign  such  decrees  with  the  president  for  the 
purpose  of  authentication. 

But  if  it  shall  appear  that  a  decree  has  been  issued  at  the  suggestion  of  the  secre- 
tary of  a  certain  department,  he  shall  be  responsible  for  the  same  jointly  with  the 
president. 

Art.  4.  The  secretaryship  of  foreign  relations  shall  be  divided  into  three  centers, 
one  of  diplomacy,  one  of  marine,  and  one  of  commerce. 

The  first-named  center  shall  consider  and  transact  all  business  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  diplomatic  negotiations  with  other  powers  and  the  correspondence  of  this 
government  with  them;  the  second  shall  have  charge  of  all  business  relating  to  the 
formation  and  organization  of  our  war  navy,  and  the  organizations  of  any  expedi- 
tions which  the  needs  of  the  revolution  may  require ;  and  the  third  shall  have  charge 
of  everything  relating  to  home  and  foreign  commerce  and  of  all  preliminary  work 
necessary  for  making  commercial  treaties  with  other  nations. 

Art.  5.  The  secretaryship  of  war  shall  be  divided  into  two  centers,  one  of  war 
proper,  and  one  of  public  works. 

The  center  of  war  shall  be  divided  into  four  sections :  of  campaigns,  of  military 
justice,  of  military  administration,  and  of  military  sanitation. 

The  section  of  campaigns  shall  have  charge  of  the  appointment  and  enlistment  of 
all  who  may  serve  in  the  revolutionary  militia ;  of  the  conduct  of  campaigns,  the 
making  of  plans  and  works  of  fortifications,  and  the  issuing  of  announcements  of 
battles;  of  the  study  of  military  tactics  for  the  army,  and  the  organization  of  the 
corps  of  the  general  staff,  artillery  and  cavalry ;  and,  finally,  of  the  transaction  of 
any  other  business  relating  to  the  work  of  campaigns  and  military  operations. 

The  section  of  military  justice  shall  have  charge  of  everything  relating  to  councils 
of  war  and  courts-martialj  of  the  appointment  of  auditors  and  assessors,  and  of  all 
business  pertaining  to  military  law. 
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The  section  of  military  administration  shall  have  charge  of  furnishing  provisions 
and  other  things  necessary  for  the  nse  of  the  army. 

The  section  of  military  sanitation  shall  have  charge  of  everything  relating  to 
sanitary  matters  of  the  militia. 

Art.  6.  The  other  secretaryships  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  centers  as  they 
comprise  different  departments,  and  each  center  may  be  subdivided  into  sections,  in 
accordance  with  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  work. 

Art.  7.  The  secretary  shall  inspect  and  superintend  all  the  work  of  his  office  and 
transact  all  business  with  the  president  of  the  government.  At  the  head  of  each 
center  there  shall  be  a  director,  and  in  each  section  there  shall  be  an  official  having 
charge  of  the  necessary  number  of  assistants  and  clerks. 

Ar,t.  8.  The  president  shall  appoint  the  secretaries  of  his  own  free  choice,  and 
together  with  them  he  shall  appoint  the  whole  subaltern  personnel  of  each 
secretaryship. 

But  in  the  choice  of  such  persons  favoritism  shall  be  avoided,  for  it  must  be  well 
understood  that  the  good  name  of  the  country  and  the  triumph  of  the  revolution 
require  the  services  of  truly  competent  persons. 

Art.  9.  The  secretaries  may  take  part  in  the  revolutionary  congress,  provided  they 
have  some  motion  to  make  in  the  name  of  the  president  or  are  publicly  summoned 
by  any  of  the  representatives;  but  when  the  question  which  is  the  object  of  the 
motion,  or  for  which  they  have  been  summoned,  is  put  to  a  vote  they  shall  leave  and 
can  not  take  part  therein. 

Art.  10.  The  president  of  the  government  shall  be  the  personification  of  the  Phil- 
ippine people,  and,  in  this  conception,  he  can  not  be  held  accountable  while  he  holds 
that  office. 

This  will  be  until  the  revolution  triumphs,  unless,  through  special  circumstances, 
he  should  be  compelled  to  present  his  resignation  to  congress  before  that  time,  in 
which  case  the  latter  shall  elect  whom  tliey  may  deem  best  fitted  for  the  office. 

Chapter  II. — The  revolutionary  congress. 

Art.  11.  The  revolutionary  congress  is  the  assembly  of  representatives  of  the  prov- 
inces of  the  Philippine  Islands  elected  as  provided  for  in  the  decree  of  the  18th  of 
this  month. 

Nevertheless,  if  any  province  has  not  been  able  to  elect  representatives,  for  the 
reason  that  the  greater  part  of  the  population  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  freeing  itself 
from  the  Spanish  dominion,  the  Government  may  appoint,  as  temporary  represent- 
atives of  the  same,  the  most  prominent  men,  to  the  number  provided  for  in  said 
decree,  who  shall  be  natives  of  the  province  in  question  or  have  resided  therein  for 
a  long  time. 

Art.  12.  When  the  representatives  shall  be  assembled  in  the  town  where  the  rev- 
olutionary government  resides,  and  in  the  building  designated  by  it,  they  shall  pro- 
ceed to  the  preliminary  work  of  appointing,  by  a  plurality  of  votes,  a  committee 
composed  of  five  men,  who  shall  examine  the  credentials  of  each  member,  and 
another  committee  of  three  men,  who  shall  examine  the  credentials  submitted  by 
the  five  of  the  former  committee. 

Art.  13.  The  day  following  the  said  representatives  shall  again  assemble,  and  the 
two  committees  shall  read  their  respective  reports  as  to  the  legitimacy  of  such 
documents,  and  the  character  of  any  which  may  appear  doubtful  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  an  absolute  majority  of  votes. 

They  shall  then  proceed  to  the  election,  also  by  absolute  majority,  of  a  president, 
vice-president,  and  two  secretaries,  to  be  chosen  from  among  said  representatives. 
Congress  shall  then  be  considered  constituted  and  shall  notify  the  government  of 
the  result  of  the  election. 

Art.  14.  The  place  where  the  congress  is  being  held  shall  be  considered  sacred 
and  inviolable,  and  no  armed  force  shall  be  allowed  to  penetrate  into  it,  unless  the 
president  of  said  body  shall  ask  for  it  in  order  to  reestablish  order,  which  may  have 
been  disturbed  by  some  who  do  not  understand  their  own  honor  nor  that  of  their 
august  office. 

Art.  15.  The  powers  of  congress  are :  To  watch  over  the  general  interests  of  the 
Philippine  people  and  to  enforce  the  revolutionary  laws;  to  discuss  and  vote  on 
such  laws;  to  discuss  and  approve,  prior  to  their  ratification,  all  treaties  and  loans; 
to  examine  and  approve  the  accounts  of  general  expenses  annually  submitted  to  it 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  as  also  special  taxes  and  any  others  which  may  be 
imposed  in  the  future. 

Art.  16.  Congress  shall  also  be  heard  on  all  matters  of  a  serious  and  important 
nature  the  decision  of  which  admits  of  delay;  but  the  president  of  the  government 
may  solve  those  of  an  urgent  nature,  advising  said  body,  by  means  of  a  message,  of 
the  decision  arrived  at  by  him. 

Art.  17.  Any  representative  may  submit  to  congress  drafts  of  laws,  as  may  also 
any  of  the  secretaries,  by  order  of  the  president  of  the  government. 
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Art.  18.  The  sessions  of  congress  shall  be  public,  and  only  in  cases  requiring 
secrecy  shall  secret  sessions  be  held.  , 

Art.  19.  For  the  order  of  deliberations  and  the  internal  government  of  the  body 
such  regulations  shall  be  observed  as  said  body  may  formulate.  The  president  shall 
preside  over  the  deliberations,  and  shall  not  vote;  but  in  case  of  a  tie  he  shall  oast 
the  decisive  vote. 

Art.  20.  The  president  of  the  government  shall  not  have  power,  m  any  manner 
whatsoever,  to  impede  the  assembling  of  congress,  nor  to  prevent  its  sessions. 

Art.  21.  Congress  shall  appoint  a  permanent  committee  of  justice,  over  wticn 
the  vice-president  shall  preside,  assisted  by  one  of  the  secretaries,  such  committee 
to  be  composed  of  said  two  persons  and  seven  members  elected  from  among  the 
representatives  by  a  plurality  of  votes.  .    .     ,  .    , 

Said  committee  shall  constitute  a  court  of  second  instance  in  all  criminal  judg- 
ments rendered  by  the  provincial  councils;  and  shall  have  sole  and  original  juris- 
diction in  all  suits  brought  against  secretaries  of  the  government,  provincial  and 
municipal  chiefs,  and  provincial  councils. 

Art.  22.  In  the  office  of  the  secretaries  of  congress  a  book  of  honor  shall  be  kept, 
upon  which  shall  be  entered  great  services  rendered  to  the  country  and  considered 
such  by  said  body.  Any  Philippine  citizen,  military  or  civil,  may  ask  congress  for 
entry  upon  said  book  upon  submitting  documents  in  proof  of  the  acts  claimed  to 
have  been  done  by  him  for  the  good  of  the  country  since  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent revolution.  For  special  services  which  may  be  rendered  hereafter  the  govern- 
ment shall  propose  such  entry,  accompanying  such  proposal  (motion)  with  tne  neces- 
sary proofs. 

Art.  22.  Congress  shall  also,  upon  the  motion  of  the  government,  grant  rewards 
in  money,  to  be  made  in  one  payment,  to  the  families  of  those  who  have  been 
victims  of  their  duty  and  patriotism  in  performing  heroic  acts. 

Art.  24.  The  acts  of  congress  shall  not  become  obligatory  until  the  president  of 
the  government  has  ordered  their  execution.  If  the  president  shall  deem  any  act 
unfit,  improper,  or  pernicious,  he  shall  state  to  congress  the  reasons  opposed  to  the 
execution  of  the  same,  and  if  congress  insists  on  its  act  the  president  may  oppose 
his  veto  under  the  strictest  responsibility. 

Chapter  III. — Military  prosecution. 

Articles  25  to  28,  Inclusive,  set  forth  by  whom  military  offenses  shall  be  tried 
according  to  the  grade  of  the  offender.  All  cases  may  be  appealed  to  the  "superior 
council,"  composed  of  six  members  having  at  least  the  grade  of  "general  of  bri- 
gade" (or  if  at  anytime  there  is  not  a  sufficient  number  of  such  officers  in  the 
Philippine  army  then  congress  may  appoint  representatives  to  complete  the  num- 
ber), the  senior  general  to  preside  over  such  council,  which  shall  also  have  original 
and  sole  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  involving  officers  of  the  grade  of  commanders 
and  above. 

Art.  29  sets  forth  what  shall  constitute  military  offenses. 

Art.  30.  Any  person  committing  any  of  the  offenses  enumerated  shall  be  consid- 
ered an  enemy  of  the  revolution,  and  shall  be  punished  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Spanish  penal  code. 

If  the  offense  is  not  contained  in  said  code  the  criminal  shall  be  locked  up  until 
the  revolution  triumphs,  unless  such  irreparable  injury  shall  result  from  such  offense 
as  in  the  judgment  of  the  tribunal  may  be  a  justifiable  reason  for  imposing  the  penalty 
of  death. 

Additional  clauses. 

Art.  31.  The  government  shall  establish  abroad  a  revolutionary  committee,  com- 
posed of  an  indefinite  number  of  the  most  competent  persons  of  the  Philippine 
Islands.  This  committee  shall  be  divided  into  three  delegations — of  diploniacy,  of 
the  navy,  and  of  the  army. 

The  delegation  of  diplomacy  shall  strive  for  and  negotiate  with  foreign  cabinets 
the  recognition  of  the  belligerency  and  independence  of  the  Philippines. 

The  delegation  of  the  navy  shall  have  charge  of  studying  and  organizing  the  navy 
of  the  Philippine  war,  and  prepare  such  expeditions  as  may  be  required  by  the  needs 
of  the  revolution. 

The  delegation  of  the  army  shall  study  military  tactics  and  the  best  form  for  organ- 
izing the  corps  of  the  general  staff,  of  artillery,  and  of  engineers,  and  everything 
that  may  be  required  to  endow  the  Philippine  army  with  the  conditions  made  nec- 
essary by  modem  improvements. 

Art.  32.  The  government  shall  issue  the  necessary  instructions  for  the  proper  exe- 
cution of  this  decree. 

Art.  33.  All  decrees  of  the  dictatorial  government  conflicting  with  this  decree  are 
hereby  abrogated. 

Given  at  Cavite,  June  23,  1898. 

Emilio  Aguinaldo. 
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INSTRUCTIONS. 


Under  this  heading  are  given  certain  regulations,  signed  by  Emilio  Aguinaldo, 
nnder  date  of  June  27,  1898,  for  the  establishment  and  organization  of  the  national 
(central),  provincial,  and  municipal  offices  of  the  government,  making  temporary 
provisions  for  the  transaction  of  public  business  until  the  various  departments  of 
the  administration  shall  have  been  fully  organized. 


Hongkong,  July  20, 1898.    (Cavite,  July  17.) 
Sbcebta-rt  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Situation  unchanged.  Second  army  detachment  arrived  today.  All 
well  on  board.  The  health  of  the  squadron  continues  good.  No  sick- 
ness whatever.  I  have  taken  the  coal  of  the  British  ship  Honolulu  and 
I  am  retaining  her  until  the  port  is  opened.  Have  provisions  for  six 
months.  The  receipt  of  telegram  of  July  7  is  acknowledged ;  in  view 
of  the  information  therein  shall  retain  PeTcin  and  China  as  auxiliaries. 
I  do  not  expect  the  Monterey  before  August  5,  and  the  Monadnock  ten 
days  later.  If  necessary,  shall  proceed  with  the  squadron  to  meet  the 
Monadnock  to  the  east  Cape  Bngano,  Luzon.  Shall  return  other  trans- 
ports to  the  United  States  as  soon  as  possible. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  July  20, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong: 

Has  blockade  of  Manila  been  so  modified  as  to  permit  neutral  ves- 
sels to  enter  the  port?    Information  is  desired  by  Treasury  Department. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  July  22, 1898. 
Secebtaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 
The  following  is  for  the  Secretary  of  War : 

Aguinaldo  declares  dictator(ship)  and  martial  law  over  all  islands.     The  people 
expect  independence.     Becommend  China  ponies. 

Anderson,  Commanding. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  July  22,  1898.    (Cavite,  July  19.) 
Sbceetaet  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  letter  of  June  12  is  acknowledged.  I  do  not  know  to 
what  collier  it  refers  to.  General  Greene's  brigade  landed  yesterday 
near  Malate. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  July  26, 1898. 
Detvey  (care  American  consul),  Hongkong: 

Do  you  want  another  fresh  provision  ship  or  anything  else  from 
Australia? 

Long, 
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Hongkong,  July  30,  1898.     (Oavite,  July  26.) 
Seoeetaet  of  Naty,  Washington: 

Merritt  arrived  yesterday  in  the  HeicpoH.  The  remainder  of  the 
expedition  is  expected  within  the  next  few  days.  Situation  is  most 
critical  at  Manila.  The  Spanish  may  surrender  at  any  moment.  Mer- 
ritt's  most  difficult  problem  will  be  how  to  deal  with  insurgents  under 
Aguinaldo,  who  has  become  aggressive  and  even  threatening  toward 
our  Army.  The  Monadnoch  was  at  Honolulu  on  July  8;  expected  to 
leave  four  days  later.    »    #    • 

Dewey. 

Washington,  August  l,  1898. 
Dewey,  JEonglcong : 

Eeported  here  that  monks  and  other  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
insurgents  at  Oavite  are  in  danger  of  being  unjustly  put  to  death.  This 
should  not  be  permitted,  if  you  are  in  position  to  prevent  it. 

Long. 


Hongkong,  August  1,  1898.    (Oavite,  July  29.) 
Seceetaey  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Eeferring  to  your  telegram  July  20,  strict  blockade  continues.  The 
neutral  vessels  are  not  allowed  to  enter.  From  information,  which  I 
consider  reliable,  Spanish  Governor-General  would  surrender  to  United 
States  forces  at  once,  if  it  was  not  for  insurgent  complication.  In  any 
event,  they  must  capitulate  very  soon,  Merritt  and  I  are  working 
together  to  this  end.  The  remainder  of  Merritt's  forces  has  not  yet 
arrived.    Pelcin  wUl  leave  to-morrow  for  San  Francisco,  Gal. 

Dewey. 


Hongkong,  August  9, 1898.    (Oavite,  August  4.) 
Seceetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  of  July  26  acknowledged.  Have  provisions 
for  three  months,  fresh;  also  plenty  of  coal.  Do  not  need  provisions 
from  Australia.    The  Monterey  and  Brutus  arrived  to-day. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  August  12, 1898. 
Dewey,  HongTcong: 

Peace  protocol  signed  Dy  President.     Suspend  all  hostilities  and 
blockade. 

Allen. 


Washington,  August  12, 1898. 
Dewey,  HongTcong: 

The  protocol,  signed  by  the  President  to-day,  provides  that  the 
United  States  will  occupy  and  hold  the  city,  bay,  and  harbor  of  Manila 
pending  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  shall  determine  the 
control,  disposition,  and  government  of  the  Philippines.  This  is  most 
important. 

Allen,  Acting. 
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135047. 


[Valuable  services  of  British  consul  at  Manila.] 


No.  412  D.J  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Cavite,  Philippine  Islands,  July  37,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  Mr.  E.  H. 
Kawson  Walker,  Her  Britannic  Majesty's  consul  at  Manila,  has  per- 
formed the  trying  duties  of  acting  United  States  consul  during  the  last 
three  months  in  a  most  able  and  painstaking  manner,  and  has  been  of 
invaluable  assistance  to  me,  being  my  only  means  of  communicating 
with  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  the  chief  agent  in  the  protection  of 
foreign  residents. 

I  trust  the  United  States  Government  will  see  fit  to  inform  Her 
Britannic  Majesty's  foreign  office  of  my  deep  appreciation  of  Mr.  Eaw- 
son  Walker's  valuable  services. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

George  Dewet, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  2f., 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0. 


Manila,  August  13,  1898. 
Secretary  oe  the  Navy,  Washington : 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  surrendered  today  to  our  land  and  naval 
forces  after  a  combined  attack.  A  division  of  the  squadron  shelled  the 
forts  and  intrenchments  at  Malate,  on  the  south  side  of  the  city,  driving 
back  enemy,  our  army  advancing  on  that  side  at  the  same  time.  City 
surrendered  about  5  p.  m.,  the  American  flag  being  hoisted  by  Lieu- 
tenant Brumby.  About  7,000  prisoners  of  war  were  taken.  The 
squadron  has  no  casualties;  no  vessel  injured.  On  August  7  General 
Merritt  and  I  formally  dema.nded  surrender  city,  which  the  Spanish 
governor-general  refused.    The  Monadnoch  has  not  yet  arrived. 

Dewey. 


Manila,  August  14, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

I  desire  to  recomm  end  stron  gly  for  promotion  Flag  Lieutenant  Brumby, 
who  has  been  indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  from  the  begin- 
ning. He  has  represented  me  frequently  in  important  negotiations,  and 
has  contributed  much  to  the  success  of  the  Olympia.  Also  Lieutenant 
Tappan  and  Cadet  White,  who,  rommanding  the  American  gun  vessel 
Callao  and  launch  Barcelo,  respectively,  accompanied  the  army  advanc- 
ing on  Manila,  protecting  flank  under  fire  at  short  range.  Also  Ensign 
Caldwell,  who  again  volunteered  to  command  division.  Also  Ensign 
Scott,  who  did  excellent  work  as  signal  officer  in  both  engagements. 
Wildes,  commander  of  the  Boston,  desires  to  return  home.  Will  relief 
be  sent? 

Devtey, 
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Fo.  610-D.] 

United  States  N"aval  Foeob  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  3£anila,  P.  I.,  September  16, 1898. 
Sib:  In  addition  to  the  officers  recommended  for  advancement  in 
my  telegrams  of  May  12  and  August  14,  I  have  the  honor  to  recom- 
mend that  the  following-named  executive  ofBcers  and  chief  engineers 
of  the  squadron  under  my  command  at  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
squadron  and  batteries  at  Oavite  on  May  1,  1898,  be  given  similar 
advancement  to  those  of  the  fleet  which  destroyed  the  Spanish  squadron 
at  Santiago  de  Cuba: 
Lieut.  Commander  F.  Singer,  executive  officer  TJ.  S.  S.  Raleigh. 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  B.  Briggs,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  Baltimore. 
Lieut.  Commander  G.  P.  Colvocoresses,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  Con- 
cord. 
Lieut.  Commander  J.  A.  Korrls,  executive  officer  TJ.  S.  S.  Boston. 
Lieut.  E.  M.  Hughes,  executive  officer  U.  S.  S.  Petrel. 
Lieut.  C.  P.  Eees,  executive  officer  U.  S.  Flagship  Olympia. 
Chief  Engineer  J.  Entwistle,  fleet  engineer  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Olympia. 
Chief  Engineer  J.  D.  Ford,  U.  S.  S.  Baltimore. 
Chief  Engineer  E.  Inch,  U.  S.  S.  Boston. 
Chief  Engineer  G.  B.  Eansom,  U.  S.  S.  Concord, 
Chief  Engineer  F.  H.  Bailey,  U.  S.  S.  Raleigh. 
Chief  Engineer  E.  T.  Hall,  TJ.  S.  S.  Petrel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

George  Dewey, 
Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  W., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 

The  Secretary  of  tub  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  1).  0. 


141623. 

[Correspondence  in  connection  with  demand  for  the  snrrender  of  the  city  of  Manlln.] 

No.  437-D.]  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  August  16,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that — 

On  August  7,  1898,  Major- General  Merritt  and  I  sent  to  the  Spanish 
Governor-General  and  Captain- General  at  Manila  a  joint  notice  that 
operations  might  begin  against  the  city  at  any  time  after  forty-eight 
hours.    A  copy  is  inclosed,  marked  A. 

On  the  same  date  a  reply  was  received,  a  copy  of  translation  of  which 
is  inclosed,  marked  B,  the  original  being  in  the  possession  of  General 
Merritt. 

On  August  9  General  Merritt  and  I  sent  a  joint  formal  demand  for 
the  surrender  of  the  city  and  Spanish  forces."  A  copy  is  inclosed 
marked  C.  * 

On  the  same  date  a  reply  was  received,  declining  to  surrender  but 
requesting  the  time  necessary  to  communicate  with  Madrid.  A  copy 
of  translation  is  inclosed,  marked  D,  the  original  being  in  the  posses- 
sion of  General  Merritt. 

On  August  10  we  replied,  declining  to  grant  the  time  requested.  A 
copy  is  inclosed,  marked  E. 

All  of  these  communications  were  sen-t  and  received  from  Manila 
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through  the  kindness  of  Captain  Chichester,  of  H.  B.  M.  S.  Immortalite, 
and  Mr.  H.  A.  Eamsden,  British  and  United  States  acting  consul. 

Ou  August  13  the  United  States  land  and  naval  forces  made  a  joint 
attack  on  Manila,  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  that  city  on  the  same 
date.    This  is  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  report. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

Gboege  Dewey, 
Rear  Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Sboeexary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington  D.  0. 


Hbadquartebs  United  States  Land  and  Naval  Forces, 

Manila  Bay,  Philippine  Islands,  August  7,  1898. 
Sm :  We  have  the  honor  to  notify  your  excellency  that  operations  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  United  States  against  the  defenses  of  Manila  may  begin  at  any 
time  after  the  expiration  of  forty-eight  hours  from  the  hour  of  receipt  by  you  of 
this  communication,  or  sooner  if  made  necessary  by  an  attack  on  your  part. 

This  notice  is  given  in  order  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  remove  all  nonoom- 
batants  from  the  city. 

Very  respectfully,  Wesley  Merritt, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  A., 
Commanding  Land  Faroes  of  the  United  States. 
George  Dewev, 

Eear-Admiral,  U.  S.  R., 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  General  in  Chief, 

Commanding  Spanish  Forces  in  Manila. 

B. 

[Translation.] 

Manila,  August  7, 1898. 
Gentlemen  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  eicellencies  that  at  half-past  12 
to-day  I  received  the  notice  with  which  you  favor  me,  that  after  forty-eight  honrs 
have  elapsed  you  may  begin  operations  against  this  fortified  city,  or  at  an  earlier 
hour  if  the  forces  under  your  command  are  attacked  by  mine. 

As  your  notice  is  sent  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  safety  of  noncombat- 
ants,  I  give  thanks  to  your  excellencies  for  the  humane  sentiments  you  have  shown, 
and  state  that  finding  myself  surrounded  by  insurrectionary  forces,  I  am  without 
places  of  refuge  for  the  increased  numbers  of  wounded,  sick,  women,  and  children 
who  are  now  lodged  within  the  walls. 

Very  respeotfnlly,  and  kissing  the  hands  of  your  excellencies, 

FORMIRE  JaUDBNES,* 

Governor-General  and  Captain-General  of  the  Philippines. 
The  Major-General  of  the  Armt  and 
The  Ebar-Admiral  of  the  Navy, 

Commanding,  respectively,  the  Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States. 


C. 

Headquarters  United  States  Land  and  Naval  Forces, 

Manila  Bay,  Philippine  Islands,  August  9,  1898. 
Sir:  The  Inevitable  suffering  in  store  for  the  wounded,  sick,  women,  and  children, 
in  the  event  that  it  becomes  our  duty  to  reduce  the  defenses  of  the  walled  town  in 
which  they  are  gathered,  will,  we  feel  assured,  appeal  successfully  to  the  sympathies 

*  The  disciepanoy  in  the  spelling  oi  the  signatures  to  B  and  D  exists  in  the  copies 
in  the  hands  of  the  Department. 
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of  a  general  capable  of  making  the  determined  and  prolonged  resistance  which  youi 
excellency  has  exhibited  after  the  loss  of  your  naval  forces,  and  without  hope  ot 
succor.  .         ,       „ ,  J  J   +^ 

We  therefore  submit,  without  prejudice  to  the  high  sentiments  of  honor  and  ouxy 
which  your  excellencv  entertains,  that  surrounded  on  erery  side  as  you  are  by  a 
constantly  increasing  force,  with  a  powerful  fleet  in  your  front,  and  deprived  ot  all 
prospect  of  reinforcement  and  assistance,  a  most  useless  sacrifice  ot  lite  would  resuiT 
in  the  event  of  an  attack,  and  therefore  every  consideration  of  humanity  makes  it 
imperative  that  you  should  not  subject  your  city  to  the  horrors  of  a  bombardment. 
Accordingly  we  demand  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Manda,  and  the  bpanish  torces 
under  your  command. 

Very  respectfully,  Wesley  Mbrritt, 

M(yor-General,JJ.S.A., 
Commanding  Land  Forces  of  the  United  Stafet. 
George  Dbwkt, 

Rear-Admi/ral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  If.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Goveknob-Genebal  and  Captain-Geneeal  of  the  Philippines, 


D. 

[Translation.] 

Gentlemen  :  Having  received  an  intimation  from  your  excellencies  that,  in  obedi- 
ence to  sentiments  of  humanity  to  which  you  appeal,  and  which  I  share,  I  should  sur- 
render this  city  and  the  forces  under  my  orders,  I  have  assembled  the  council  of 
defense,  which  declares  that  your  reciuest  can  not  be  granted,  but  taking  account 
of  the  most  exceptional  circumstances  existing  in  this  city,  which  your  excellencies 
recite  and  which  I  unfortunately  have  to  admit,  I  would  consult  my  Government  if 
your  excellencies  will  grant  the  time  strictly  necessary  for  this  communication  by 
way  of  Hongkong. 

Very  respectfully,  Feemust  Jaudenes,* 

Governor-General  and  Captain-General  of  the  Philippines. 
The  Major-Genbral  op  the  Army  and 
The  Eeab-Admieal  op  the  Navy, 

Commanding,  respectively,  the  Military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  State*. 


£. 


Headquaeters  United  States  Land  and  Naval  Forces, 

Manila  Bay,  August  10,  1898. 
Sir  :  We  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  communication  of  your  excellency  of 
the  8th  instant,  in  which  you  suggest  your  desire  to  consult  your  Government  in 
regard  to  the  exceptional  circumstances  in  your  city,  provided  the  time  to  do  so  can 
be  granted  by  us. 

In  reply  we  respectfully  inform  your  excellency  that  we  decline  to  grant  the  time 
requested. 

Very  respectfully,  Wesley  Mbrritt, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  A., 
Commanding  U.  S.  Land  Forces. 
George  Dewey, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  Asiatic  Station. 

The  Governok-Genbral  and  Captain-General  op  the  Philippines. 


Washington,  August  13, 1898. 
Dewey  (care  American  Consul),  MongTcong : 

The  President  desires  to  receive  from  you  any  important  information 
you  may  have  of  the  Philippines;  the  desirability  of  the  several  islands; 
the  character  of  their  population ;  coal  and  other  mineral  deposits ;  their 

•  The  discrepancy  in  the  spelling  of  the  signatures  to  B  and  D  exists  in  the  copies 
In  the  hands  of  the  Department. 
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harbor  and  commercial  advantages,  and  in  a  naval  and  commercial  sense 
which  would  be  the  most  advantageous.  If  you  have  other  informa- 
tion which  may  be  of  value  to  the  Government  in  their  negotiations, 
the  President  may  desire  your  presence  here.  If  he  should  request  you 
to  come,  take  the  quickest  route  of  travel. 

Allen. 


Manila,  August  20, 1898. 
Sbceetart  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Referring  to  the  Department's  telegram  of  August  13,  important 
islands  are:  Colon,  Luzon,  Panay,  Cebu,  Negros,  Leyte.  Others,  owing 
to  the  nature  of  the  inhabitants,  have  a  small  amount  of  civilization, 
want  of  cultivation.  They  maybe  neglected,  especially  isles  of  southern 
group.  Luzon  is  in  all  respects  the  most  desirable  to  retain.  Contains 
most  important  commercial  ports.  Manila  is  farthest  north.  Produces 
all  of  the  good  tobacco.  Friendly  natives.  Civilization  somewhat 
advanced.  Not  yet  developed.  Possible  rich  minerals.  Population, 
825,000,  Subic  Bay  best  harbor  for  coaling  purposes  and  military. 
Water  deep;  landlocked;  easily  defended.  Strategically,  command  of 
bay  and  city  of  Manila,  with  arsenal  at  Cavite,  most  valuable.  Panay, 
Cebu,  Negros  thickly  populated,  most  civilized,  and  well  cultivated. 
Iloilo  second  commercial  port;  center  of  sugar  trade;  a  good  harbor 
strategically;  in  view  of  the  situation,  good  for  defense.  Cebu  third 
commercial  port ;  a  good  harbor,  very  desirable.  No  coal  of  good  qual- 
ity can  be  procured  in  Philippine  Islands.  Some  has  been  mined  on 
Cebu,  English  company.  I  trust  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  order  me 
to  Washington.  Should  regi-et  very  much  to  leave  here  while  mntters 
remain  in  present  critical  condition. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  August  27, 1898. 
Dewey,  Manila: 

The  President  has  received  your  telegram,  and  will  respect  your 
wishes  and  not  direct  you  to  leave  your  present  duty.  He  desires  you 
to  communicate  to  General  Merritt  your  views  upon  the  general  ques- 
tion of  the  Philippines,  with  such  information  as  you  have,  and  to 
transmit  to  the  President  in  writing  by  the  quickest  method  (possibly 
by  hand  of  Merritt)  the  substance  of  your  suggestions  to  Merritt. 

Allen. 


[Mutilated  in  transmisBion.] 

Hongkong,  August  17, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  op  the  Navy,  Washington. 

Send  the  following  telegram: 
To  Adjutant-General: 

Insurgents  demand  joint  occupation  of  the  city.  Inform  me  how  far  I  shall  pro- 
ceed in  forcing  obedience  of  the  insurgents  in  this  matter  and  others  that  may  arise. 
Is  the  Government  willing  to  use  all  means  and  »  *  *  the  natives  to  submit  to 
authority  of  United  States  1    Merritt. 

Dewey. 
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Washington,  August  17, 1898. 
Dewey,  Hongkong : 
Answering  your  joint  cable,  the  President  directs  as  follows: 
There  must  be  no  joint  occupation  with  the  insurgents.    The  United 
States,  in  the  possession  of  city,  bay,  and  harbor  of  Manila,  must  pre- 
serve peace,  protecting  persons  and  property  in  the  territory  occupied 
by  their  military  and  naval  forces.    Insurgents  and  all  others  must  rec- 
ognize the  military  occupation  and  authority  of  the  United  States  and 
the  cessation  of  hostilities  proclaimed  by  the  President.    Use  any  mean  s 
in  your  judgment  necessary  to  this  end.    All  law  abiding  people  must 
be  treated  alike. 

Allen. 


Manila,  August  23, 1898. 
Secrbtaet  of  the  Navt,  Washington: 

A  large  number  of  vessels  of  all  classes  in  bay  and  river  when  Manila 
was  taken.  All  were  registered  as  Spanish  property,  and,  as  such, prizes 
of  the  fleet.  Have  control  of  all  of  them,  but  allow  some  to  be  used  by 
former  possessors  to  facilitate  commerce.  Shall  prizes  be  appraised 
and  bonded  and  put  in  regular  trade,  or  held  in  port  pending  appoint- 
ment by  the  President  of  prize  commissioners? 

Dewey. 


Washington,  August  23, 1898. 
Dewey,  Manila: 

Shipping,  when  taken  in  consequence  of  joint  operation  of  land  and 
naval  forces,  not  subject  to  condemnation  as  prize  under  the  statutes. 
Supreme  Court  so  decided.  Private  shipping  belonging  to  enemy  may 
be  taken  for  use  of  Government,  but  our  policy  is  not  to  take  unless 
needed  for  public  purposes. 

Allen. 


Manila,  August  26, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Important  that  commerce  should  commence.  There  are  a  number  of 
registered  Spanish  steamers  here  that  are  ready  to  begin  trading.  Will 
the  Government  authorize  that  they  sail  under  neutral  flags  ?    Answer. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  August  27, 1898. 
Dewey,  Manila: 

Keplying  to  your  telegram  of  26th,  there  is  no  objection  to  Spanish 
steamers  trading,  in  a  legitimate  way,  under  their  own  flag,  or  the  flags 
of  such  nations  as  the  vessels  may  be  legally  transferred  to.  Spanish 
vessels  are  being  allowed  to  trade  in  American  waters  now,  sailing 
under  their  own  flag.  There  is  no  reason  why  the  same  practice  should 
not  prevail  in  Manila,  subject  to  such  supervision  as  the  situation  may 
require. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 
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Washington,  August  27, 1898. 
Dewey,  Monglcong: 
Trausmittiug  telegram  received  by  State  Departnient: 

Large  number  Spanish  priests  and  civil  officers,  aa  element  dangerous  to  United 
States,  wish  to  leave  for  Hongkong.  No  means  of  transportation.  Army  authori- 
ties willing  to  send  transports  same  via  Hongkong,  but  lack  authority.  Will  War 
Department  cable  me  authorization?  No  expense  to  Government.  Officers  all 
advise  measure. 

Williams,  Consul. 

The  President  desires  your  views  and  suggestions  upon  this  subject. 

Allen. 


Manila,  August  28, 189S. 
Sbcebtaey  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Am  advised  that  in  addition  to  Spanish  civil  authorities  there  are 
about  750  priests,  who  are  anxious  to  leave  the  country.  Strongly 
advise  that  they  be  given  passage  to  Hongkong,  as  they  are  heartily 
disliked  by  the  insurgents,  and  their  departure  would  tend  to  appease 
latter  and  to  promote  harmony. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  August  29, 1898. 
Dewey;  Manila : 

At  the  instance  of  the  French  ambassador,  information  concerning 
treatment  of  Spanish  prisoners  by  insurgents  is  requested. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Manila,  August  31, 1898. 
Sbceetary  of  the  Navy,  Washington : 

Eeferring  to  your  telegram  of  August  29,  from  my  observation  and 
that  of  my  officers,  the  Spanish  prisoners  are  not  treated  cruelly  by 
the  insurgents,  but  they  are  neglected,  not  from  design,  but  owing  to 
want  of  proper  food  supply,  medical  outfit,  and  attendance. 

Dewey. 


Washington,  September  7, 1898. 
Dewey,  Manila: 

By  direction  of  the  President,  you  will  exert  your  influence  during 
suspension  of  hostilities  between  United  States  and  Spain  to  restrain 
insurgent  hostilities  toward  Spaniards,  and  while  maintaining  a  posi- 
tion of  rightful  supremacy  as  to  the  insurgents  to  pursue,  so  far  as  pos- 
sible, a  conciliatory  course  to  all. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 


141625. 

[Servicefl  rendered  by  Belgian  consul  at  Manila.] 

No.  440  D.]  U.  S.  Naval  Foece  on  Asiatic  Station, 

Flagship  Olympia,  Manila,  August  17, 1898. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  of  the  services 
rendered  by  Mr.  Edouard  G.  Andr6,  the  Belgian  consul  at  Manila,  who, 
knowing  that  the  fall  of  the  city  was  inevitable,  has  been  most  assidu- 
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ous  in  his  endeavors  to  bring  about  its  surrender  witliout  loss  of  life  or 
property. 

This  gentleman  has  acted  as  intermediary  between  the  two  Governor- 
Generals  on  the  one  hand  and  General  Merritt  and  myself  on  the  other, 
carrying  several  important  communications,  among  them  a  message  from 
me  to  the  Governor-General  to  the  effect  that  if  the  numerous  batteries 
on  the  water  front  of  the  walled  city  kept  silent  the  city  would  not  be 
shelled.  The  effect  of  this  was  the  capture  of  this  rich  and  populous 
city  without  loss  of  life  to  the  squadron  or  to  noncombatants  and  with 
little  or  none  to  our  army. 

It  may  be  mentioned  here  that  the  Governor- General  and  Captain- 
General,  Don  Basilio  Augustin,  was  relieved  of  command  and  authority 
on  the  4th  instant  by  Don  Permin  Jaudenes,  the  former  second  in  com- 
mand. This  change  was  made  under  orders  from  Madrid  and  the  cause 
was  said  to  have  been  that  Don  Basilio  Augustin  was  disposed  to  sur- 
render without  a  struggle. 

The  new  Governor- General  being  thus  committed  to  make  a  strong 
resistance,  it  is  much  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Andr6  that  his  counsel  pre- 
vailed, and  that  in  the  attack  the  city  batteries  did  not  fire. 

I  trust  that  the  Government  will  see  fit  to  make  some  acknowledg- 
ment of  Mr.  Andre's  valuable  services. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

George  Dewey, 
Rear-Admiral,  V.  S.  -ST., 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 

The  Sbcebtart  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


141451. 

[Seizure  of  steamer  Abby.^ 
[Eeoeived  at  WaaWngton,  D.  C,  September  27,  1898.] 

Sbceetary  of  the  Kavy,  Washington: 

Having  received  information  American  steamer  A&6y  left  Macao  Sep- 
tember 21  with  cargo  of  arms  for  Batangas  sent  McGulloch. 

Arrived  Batangas  23d,  found  her  in  harbor  having  arrived  three  days 
earlier  and  landed  cargo.  Only  Philippinos  on  board.  They  refused 
to  give  any  information  and  had  no  papers  whatever.  Seized  and 
brought  her  here,  where  now  hold  her.  This  steamer,  formerly  Pasig, 
registered  American  vessel.  Uuited  States  consulate.  Canton,  have 
information  she  made  one  voyage  of  same  kind  before 

Dewey. 
7.12  A.  M. 


147192. 

Uniteb  States  Naval  Poece  on  Asiatic  Station 

Flagship  Olympia,  Gavile,  P.  /.,  September  19, 1898. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  /;  article  260,  United  States 
Navy  Eegulatious,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  United  States  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station 
during  the  period  from  July  1, 1897,  to  August  31, 1898: 

The   squadron  was  under  the  command  of  Eear-Admiral  P.   V. 
McNair,  U.  S.  N.,  until  January  3, 1898,  when  I  relieved  him. 
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It  has  included  the  following  vessels  during  the  period  covered  by 
this  report : 

Olympia,  flagship. 

Boston. 

Monocacy. 

Petrel. 

Torktown;  left  the  station  (at  Yokohama)  October  2, 1897. 

Machias;  left  the  station  (at  Aden)  January  9, 1898. 

Concord;  arrived  on  station  (at  Yokohama)  February  9, 1898. 

Raleigh;  arrived  on  station  (at  Aden)  January  5, 1898. 

McGulloch,  revenue  cutter;  attached  to  station  (at  Hongkong)  April 
17, 1898. 

Baltimore;  arrived  on  station  (at  Yokohama)  April  11, 1898. 

Nanshan,  collier;  purchased  (at  Hongkong)  April  6, 1898. 

Zafiro,  supply  vessel;  purchased  (at  Hongkong)  April  11,  1898. 

Manila;  captured  (at  Cavite)  May  1, 1898. 

Gallao  ;  captured  (at  Cavite)  May  1, 1898. 

Charleston;  arrived  on  station  (at  Cavite)  June  30, 1898. 

City  of  Peking,  transport  and  storeship ;  arrived  on  station  (at  Manila) 
June  30, 1898;  left  station  (at  Manila)  June  30, 1898. 

Monterey;  arrived  on  station  (at  Manila)  August  4, 1898, 

Brutus,  collier ;  arrived  on  station  (at  Manila)  August  4, 1898. 

Monadnooh;  arrived  on  station  (at  MauDa)  August  16, 1898. 

Nero,  collier;  arrived  on  station  (at  Manila)  August  16,  1898. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  fiscal  year  the  routine  work  of  the 
squadron  was  carried  on,  nearly  all  the  ports  on  the  China  and  Japan 
coasts  being  visited,  and  especial  attention  being  paid  to  Chemulpo  on 
account  of  the  disturbed  condition  of  Korea. 

On  February  26, 1898,  orders  from  the  Department  were  received 
to  assemble  the  squadron  at  Hongkong,  and  all  the  vessels  except  the 
Monocacy  were  sent  there  with  the  greatest  possible  dispatch.  The 
Nanshan  and  Zafiro  were  purchased  and  filled  with  coal  and  provisions, 
and  all  vessels  were  kept  ready  to  move  at  twenty-four  hours'  notice. 

On  April  25  the  squadron,  now  consisting  of  the  Olympia,  Boston, 
Raleigh,  Baltimore,  Concord,  Petrel,  McGulloch,  Nanshan,  and  Zafiro, 
proceeded  to  Mirs  Bay,  China,  in  consequence  of  the  neutrality  procla- 
mation of  the  governor  of  Hongkong,  and  on  the  27th  sailed  for  the 
Philippines. 

On  the  night  of  April  30  the  squadron  entered  Manila  Bay  through 
the  Boca  G-rande,  ineffectively  opposed  by  the  batteries  at  that  entrance, 
which  fired  only  a  few  shots. 

At  daybreak  on  May  1  engaged  the  Spanish  squadron  at  Cavite 
and  the  shore  batteries  at  Cavite  and  Manila,  the  engagement  resulting 
in  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron  and  the  capture  of  the 
Cavite  batteries  and  naval  arsenal  with  the  armed  transport  Manila 
and  numerous  small  vessels  and  tugs. 

On  May  3  the  Raleigh  and  Baltimore  proceeded  to  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  and  took  the  batteries  there  without  resistance,  paroling  the 
garrisons. 

A  strict  blockade  of  Manila  was  now  established,  the  squadron  hav- 
ing complete  possession  of  the  bay,  with  headquarters  at  Cavite,  where 
the  arsenal  was  occupied  and  put  in  order  and  the  workshops  used  for 
small  repairs. 

This  arsenal  contains  excellent  machine  shops,  with  good  facilities 
for  making  repairs  of  small  extent;  also  numerous  storehouses  and 
living  quarters  in  good  condition.    There  are  two  slips  for  hauling  out 
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small  vessels.  The  arsenal  has  been  put  in  excellent  order  by  Com- 
mander B.  P.  Wood,  U.  S.  ITavy,  and  has  been  made  a  valuable  adjunct 
to  the  fleet,  being  used  for  repairs  to  the  vessels  of  the  fleet,  the  trans- 
ports, and  the  numerous  tugs  and  launches.  Native  laborers  and 
mechanics  have  been  employed.  Much  credit  is  due  to  Chief  Engineer 
E.  T.  Hall,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  steam  engineering 
Department  and  has  conducted  it  with  energy  and  ability. 

On  May  12  the  Spanish  gunboat  Gallao-  entered  the  bay  and  was 
taken,  her  Grew  being  paroled.  The  Gallao  and  Manila  were  commis- 
sioned as  tenders  to  the  flagship. 

The  first  detachment  of  the  army  arrived  on  June  30,  convoyed  by 
the  Baltimore,  which  had  been  sent  to  Cape  Engano  for  that  purpose. 
The  Charleston  accompanied  this  expedition,  having,  on  June  21,  taken 
possession,  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  of  Guam  and  the  Ladrone 
Islands,  The  troops  of  this,  as  of  the  other  expeditions,  were  landed 
with  the  assistance  of  the  squadron. 

On  July  7  the  Raleigh  and  Concord  proceeded  to  Subic  Bay  and  cap- 
tured Isla  Grande,  at  its  entrance,  without  serious  resistance. 

There  being  no  cable  communication  the  McCulloch  and  Zafiro  made 
frequent  voyages  to  Hongkong  with  dispatches. 

On  August  13,  having  previously  summoned  the  Spanish  governor- 
general  to  surrender,  the  army  and  the  fleet  under  my  command  made 
a  joint  attack  upon  the  city  of  Manila,  resulting  in  its  capture  without 
loss  or  damage  to  the  fleet. 

The  blockade  was  then  raised  and  the  port  opened  to  commerce. 
The  Pasig  Eiver,  which  had  been  obstructed  with  sunken  vessels  by 
the  Spanish,  was  cleared,  and  the  lights  and  aids  to  navigation  rees- 
tablished. This  work  was  carried  on  by  Captain  Glass,  of  the  Charles- 
ton, who  had  been  appointed  captain  of  the  port. 

The  Baleif/h,  Olympia,  Concord,  and  Boston  have  been  sent  to  Hong- 
kong to  dock;  the  other  vessels  to  follow  shortly. 

Detailed  statements  of  the  movements  of  the  various  vessels  are  con- 
tained in  the  cruising  reports  on  file  in  the  Department, 

The  number  of  tons  of  coal  consumed  and  cost  thereof  are  as  follows : 


Vessel. 

Tons. 

Cost. 

Number 
of  tons 
of  which 
cost  not 
glTcn. 

7.  376.  5 
4,947 
2,568.7 
1, 784.  8 
1,114 

367.5 
4, 001.  9 

794 
3,035 
1,  002.  4 
6,  921.  6 

$96,  802.  04 
49,  978. 23 
33,  566. 18 
20,769.38 
10,  799.  96 

3,  722.  54 
34,698.48 

7,366.00 
24,  375.  70 

9,341.52 
38,  640.  68 

Baltimore 

1, 143. 3 

Charleston 

378.2 
669.6 
427.3 

KcCallocli 

Monocacy 

Monterey 

101 

130 

1,252.2 

Petrel 

Ealeigh 

Total 

32,813.4 

330.060.71 

4,001.6 

The  vessels  generally  are  in  excellent  condition.  They  have  been 
docked  at  the  interval  required  by  regulations,  except  when  war  service 
has  interfered.  The  boiler  tubes  of  the  Boston  give  out  frequently  and 
the  boilers  are  limited  to  70  pounds  pressure.  The  Monooaoy  is  in  the 
same  condition  as  at  last  report,  and  by  order  of  the  Department  she 
is  kept  in  the  Yangtse  Eiver.  The  Raleigh  is  in  good  condition,  except 
the  engines  and  boilers,  which  have  been  under  almost  constant  repair. 
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Owing  to  tlie  faulty  construction  of  her  fire  rooms,  the  heat  below  is 
such  that  she  will  never  be  efficient  in  this  regard.  The  Baltimore  is 
in  good  condition,  except  the  boilers,  which  are  only  fair. 

The  efUciency  of  the  vessels,  as  shown  by  their  behavior  in  action,"  is 
excellent. 

The  squadron  routine  has  been  carried  out,  except  when  war  service 
interfered.  Eegular  target  practice  was  held  according  to  prescribed 
methods  during  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year,  after  which  it  was  dis- 
continued, the  ammunition  being  needed  for  war  purposes.  Especial 
attention  has  been  paid  to  subcaliber  practice.  The  marksmanship  in 
action  was  excellent. 

Discipline  has  been  very  good.  The  following  table  shows  the  num- 
ber of  enlistments,  discharges,  desertions,  general  and  summary  courts- 
martial,  and  petty  punishments : 


Vessel. 


Enlist- 
ments. 


Dis- 
charges. 


Deser- 
tions. 


General 
courts- 
martial. 


Special 
courts- 
martial. 


Petty 
punish- 
ments. 


Olvmpla . . . 
Baltimore.  - 

Boston 

Charleston . 
Concord  ..- 
McCnllooh. 
Honaunock 
Monocacy.. 
Monterey-. 

Petrel 

Saleigh 

Total 


963 
379 
4,30 
136 
154 
17 
395 
170 
484 
257 
849 


269 


204 


16 


4,234 


The  sanitary  condition  has  been  remarkably  good.  A  number  of 
the  vessels  were  for  some  time  in  a  port  where  smallpox  and  plague 
were  epidemic,  but  they  escaped  entirely,  although  the  contagiou  reached 
other  men-of-war  in  the  harbor.  During  four  mouths  in  Manila  Bay 
there  has  been  almost  no  sickness.  The  following  table  shows  the  per- 
centages of  sick,  number  of  deaths,  number  sent  to  hosi)ital,  and  number 
invalided  home: 


Vessel. 

Sick. 

Deaths. 

Hospital. 

Home. 

Olympia 

Per  cent. 
1.25 
1.24 
2.16 
2.88 
2.58 
8.80 
1.16 
2.17 
1.19 
2.48 
6.77 

4 
0 
2 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
1 
2 

36 
18 

9 
12 

3 

7 
22 
19 
18 

0 
15 

6 

2 

Boston 

4 

Charleston 

0 

McCnllooh 

4 

2 

Monocacy 

1 

Monterey    ......  .                  

1 

Petrel ■. 

2 

Baleigh 

2 

Total 

12 

159 

24 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

George  Dewey, 
Bear- Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  Asiatic  Station. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 
(Bureau  of  Navigation.) 
5898 9 
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Manila,  September  24, 1898. 
Secretary  IfAVY,  Washington: 

Following  former  Spanish  vessels  in  my  possession :  Manila,  commis 
sioned  July  20,  Lieut.  Commander  Frederic  Singer;  Gallao,  commis- 
sioned July  2,  Lieut.  Benjamin  Tappan ;  gunboat  Zej/^e,  also  one  gunboat, 
name  doubtful,  believed  [to  be]  Mindanao  ;  also  armed  launch  Baroelo, 
temporarily  commissioned  for  action  August  13,  Naval  Cadet  W.  E. 
White. 

Dewey. 


OPEEATIONS  IN  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN,  NOT  INCLUDING  OPERA- 
TIONS UNDER  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  ASIATIC  STATION. 

(1)  MISCELLANEOUS  OPERATIONS. 

(2)  SEIZUEE  OF  THE  LADEONE  ISLANDS. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE   PACIFIC  OCEAN,  NOT   INCLUDING  OPERA- 
TIONS UNDER  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  ASIATIC  STATION, 

MISCELLANEOUS  OPERATIONS. 

Acting  under  orders  of  the  Department,  Bear- Admiral  J.  N.  Miller, 
17.  S.  N.,  commander  in  cMef  Pacific  Station,  left  Honolulu  on  May  1, 
1898,  with  his  staff,  arriving  at  San  Francisco  on  May  9,  where  tem- 
porary headquarters  were  established. 

Washington,  April  27, 1898. 

Sir:  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Lieut. 
Commander  J.  F.  Moser,  U.  S.  N.,  regarding  the  scheme  of  defense  for 
the  Pacific  coast.  Please  consider  this  document,  and  propose  to  the 
Department  such  a  scheme  as  you  think  will  be  effective. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  it  will  probably  be  necessary  to  convoy 
vessels  from  the  outlet  of  the  Klondike  to  Puget  Sound ;  and,  of  course, 
in  this  case  those  vessels  must  be  assembled  and  have  regular  schedule 
time  for  sailing.  Would  it  be  worth  while  to  extend  this  system  to 
vessels  from  Panama?    The  Department  is  doubtful  about  this. 

Until  the  Department  gives  you  further  directions  you  are  at  liberty 
to  make  such  disposition  of  the  forces  for  the  defense  of  the  Pacific 
coast  as  may  seem  to  you  proper. 
Yery  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary, 

Rear- Admiral  J.  N.  Miller,  U.  8.  N. 


[InclosuTe  to  above  letter.] 

Washington,  April  SI,  1898. 
Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Nary  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
memoranda  relating  to  the  defenses  of  the  west  coast  of  the  United  States  and  Alaska, 
in  the  event  of  war  with  Spain : 

Considering  the  available  naval  force,  there  are  three  initial  stations  between 
Vancouver  Island  and  the  Mexican  boundary  at  which  able  fighting  vessels  should 
be  stationed  ready  for  call  to  any  point.  The  first  of  these  is  southern  California, 
the  second  San  Francisco,  and  the  third  Puget  Sound. 

For  the  defense  of  the  first  a  vessel  like  the  Monterey  stationed  at  San  Pedro,  with 
two  patrol  vessels  and  signal  stations  on  the  outer  islands,  would  suffice.  San  Fran- 
cisco  has  a.  number  of  modern  high-power  guns  mounted  for  the  protection  of  the 
entrance,  and  with  a  vessel  like  the  Charleston,  ready  for  a  call  at  any  moment,  and 
three  patrol  vessels  with  signal  stations  at  the  Farallones  and  communications  with 
the  light-honse  stations,  would,  with  our  present  means,  be  adequate.  For  the 
defense  of  Puget  Sound,  the  Monadnock,  stationed  at  Port  Angeles  or  PortTownsend, 
with  one  patrol  vessel  at  the  entrance  to  the  Strait  of  Fnoa  and  one  in  Washington 
Sound,  would  probably  be  the  best  disposition  of  the  available  force.  The  approaches 
to  the  Columbia  River  should  not  be  forgotten ;  a  large  cruiser  with  good  speed 
would  not  only  give  good  service  here  but  could,  if  necessary,  assist  in  defending 
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Puget  Sound.  The  salmon- canning  industry  at  Alaska  is  large,  having  an  onfpnt  of 
nearly  one  million  oases  per  year,  with  canneries,  repre.senting  a  large  investment, 
scattered  throughout  the  Territory  from  Dixon  Entrance  to  Bristol  Bay  in  Bering 
Sea.  From  Dixon  Entrance  to  the  head  of  Lynn  Canal  there  are  eight  operating 
canneries,  one  large  oil  and  guano  factory,  and  numerous  salteries.  For  the  protec- 
tion of  these  industries,  the  unprotected  towns,  the  line  of  steamers  plying  between 
Dyea  and  Skaguay  and  Puget  Sound,  a  large  vessel,  with  two  smaller  ones  for  patrol 
duty,  would  probably  be  sufficient. 

In  Prince  William  Sound  there  are  two  canneries,  in  Cooks  Inlet  two,  on  the 
Island  of  Kadiak  nine,  and  in  Chignik  Bay  four.  Two  vessc^ls,  with  headquarters  at 
Karluk,  could  probably  protect  the  district.  On  the  tributaries  to  Bristol  Bay  there 
are  nine  or  ten  canneries,  but  it  is  hardly  probable  that  they  would  be  in  danger,  as 
the  navigation  of  their  waters  is  very  hazardous. 

St.  Michael,  north  of  the  entrance  to  the  Yukon,  is  the  point  at  which  the  product 
for  the  Klondike  is  transshipped,  and  it  has  been  estimated  that  at  least  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  treasure  may  be  carried  from  St.  Michael  during  1898.  These  vessels  call  at 
Unalaeka,  where  it  is  reliably  reported  17,000  tons  of  coal  will  be  received  during 
the  season.  It  is  probable  that  the  treasure  vessels  will  ask  for  convoys,  and  I 
believe  that  two  vessels  like  the  Bennington,  with  sufficient  speed  to  keep  up  with 
the  convoyed,  and  two  patrol  vessels,  would  not  be  too  many  to  have  centered  at 
Unalaska  for  the  protection  of  the  coal  depot,  the  carrying  steamers,  and  the  can- 
neries. Scattered  through  Alaska  at  the  canneries  and  fisheries  there  will  be  from 
ten  to  fourteen  thousand  tons  of  coal,  and  that,  together  with  that  at  Unalaska, 
unless  protected,  can  easily  be  captured  by  an  enemy. 

As  there  is  no  telegraphic  communication  with  Alaska  and  out  of  Sitka,  only  a 
monthly  mail  service  to  Unalaska,  I  would  suggest  in  this  connection  that  a  senior 
ofiScer  with  wide  discretionary  powers  be  stationed,  one  at  Sitka  and  one  at  Una- 
laska. 

The  officer  commanding  the  Pacific  Station  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  stationed  at 
San  Francisco,  and  he  should  have  wide  discretion  as  to  the  disposition  of  his  forces. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jefferson  F.  Moshr, 
lAeutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N. 


WASHINGTON,  May  4,  1898. 
]^avt-Taed,  Mare  Island,  Gal. : 

Steamer  City  ofPeMn,  due  to  arrive  San  Francisco,  May  5,  has  been 
chartered  for  transport  for  Asiatic  Station  and  must  be  prepared  with 
utmost  dispatch  at  navy-yard  or  San  Francisco,  as  you  deem  most 
expedient,  to  carry  the  ammunition  you  have  been  directed  to  put  up 
for  Asiatic  fleet.  Other  bureaus  may  have  stores  to  send,  and  have  been 
directed  to  inform  you  as  to  kind  and  quantity.  Ordnance  wants  space 
for  about  400  tons  of  ammunition,  for  which  proper  provision  should 
be  made,  remote  from  fire  rooms  or  coal. 

Troops  may  be  sent  also.  Hi. .  many  can  vessel  carry  and  how  soon 
can  she  be  made  ready  to  receive  them? 

Owners  supply  everything  for  the  voyage  out  and  back  except  fuel 
and  other  steaming  necessaries,  which  Government  will  furnish;  vessel 
should  be  supplied  with  as  much  coal  as  she  can  carry  in  bunkers  and 
in  cargo  space  not  otherwise  needed,  and  owners  must  provision  her 
for  long  voyage.  A  naval  officer  will  go  in  her  to  look  out  for  interests 
of  the  Government  and  to  direct  her  movements. 

Department  desires  vessel  ready  not  later  than  May  15,  and  sooner 
if  possible.  If  no  troops  are  carried,  how  soon  can  she  be  made  readv? 
Do  not  arrange  for  troops  until  directed.  If  vessel  needs  docking 
owners  must  do  it  immediately.  The  necessary  authority  is  given  you 
to  haTe  such  work  done  and  supplies  obtained  as  pertains  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. How  many  tons  of  dead  weight  can  vessel  carry  exclusive 
of  coal  in  bunkers.  How  many  first  and  second  class  passengers  can 
she  carry  as  now  arranged.  What  speed  can  she  maintain  under 
ordinary  conditions  on  long  voyage  and  upon  how  much  coal  daily. 

Long. 
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Favy  Dbpaetmbnt,  Washington,  May  10,  1898. 
SiE:  As  soon  as  the  steamship  City  ofPeldng  is  ready  for  sea  you  will 
proceed  in  charge  of  that  vessel,  as  far  as  directing  her  movements  are 
concerned,  to  Manila,  Philippine  Islands,  first  touching  at  Honolulu, 
Hawaiian  Islands,  where  you  will  find  the  U.  S.  S.  Charleston  awaiting 
you. 

You  will  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  that  vessel,  and  from 
there  on  you  will  consider  yourself  under  his  orders. 

Tou  will  deliver  the  orders  inclosed*  herewith  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Charleston  immediately  upon  your  arrival  at  Honolulu. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D,  Long,  Secretary. 
Commander  William  0.  Gibson,  U.  S.  N., 

In  charge  of  chartered  steamer  City  of  Peking,  Mare  Island,  Gal. 


Washington,  May  21,  1898. 
Navt  Yabd,  Mare  Island,  Gal.: 

Inform  Commander  Gibson  orders  for  PeMng  are  so  modified  that  he 
will  not  be  convoyed  by  the  Charleston  bat  will  proceed,  in  company 
with  the  Sydney  and  Australia,  on  May  24,  or  soon  as  ready  for  sea,  to 
Honolulu,  and  after  filling  with  coal,  to  Cape  Bugano  off  the  northeast 
coast  of  Luzon,  where  he  will  await  a  convoy  from  Dewey  and  then 
proceed  to  Manila.  Convoying  vessel  will  be  off  Cape  Bngano  twenty- 
four  days  aftir  the  departure  of  Peking  from  San  Francisco. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  21, 1898. 
Navy  Taed,  Mare  Island,  Gal.: 

Send  orders  to  Charleston  by  Peldnq,  to  permit  Peking  to  proceed  from 
Honolulu  to  Philix^piue  Islands  without  convoy. 

Long. 


144988. 

[Transporting  of  troops  on  Pacific] 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  October  19, 1898. 

SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  telegram  of  the  14th  instant,  I  have  the 
honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  upon  the  transport  system  as 
observed  by  me  during  the  war  with  Spain: 

In  the  first  place,  the  system  in  use  at  present  has  no  merits  what- 
ever, and  I  have  attempted  briefly  to  outline  its  defects  and  to  suggest 
measures  for  their  relief. 

The  first  expedition  to  Manila,  consisting  of  the  City  of  Peking,  the 
Australia,  and  the  City  of  Sydney,  which  sailed  from  San  Francisco  on 
May  25, 1898,  was  partly  under  naval  control,  the  City  of  Peking  being 
chartered  by  the  Navy  Department  and  having  a  naval  officer  in  com- 
mand, while  the  other  two  ships  had  naval  officers  on  board  in  an 
advisory  capacity.  Few  complaints  have  been  heard  from  this  expedi- 
tion.   Being  joined  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Charleston  at  Honolulu,  they  thus 

*  Order  inclosed  is  on  page  151. 
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becamealmost  entirely  under  navalmanagement,  and  all  friction  between 
the  army  ofBcers  and  the  transport  captains  was  thereby  eliminated. 
Wise  regulations  adopted  by  the  naval  officers  on  each  of  these  vessels 
enabled  the  army  officers  on  board  to  keep  their  men  in  proper  discipline 
afloat  and  to  care  for  their  health  and  comfort. 

It  was  in  the  second  expedition,  composed  of  the  chartered  transports 
China,  Senator,  Zcelandia,  and  Colon,  and  the  third  expedition,  which 
included  the  steamers  Indiana,  Ohio,  City  of  Para,  Valencia,  and  Mor- 
gan City,  that  more  glaring  defects  came  to  light,  and  these  were  caused 
by  the  following  reasons : 

First.  The  absence  of  any  naval  officer  in  control. 

Second.  The  impossibility  of  the  army  to  understand  the  dividing 
line  between  the  military  control  of  troops  on  board  ship  and  the  nau- 
tical regulations,  which  consist  of  the  observance  of  such  rules  as  refer 
to  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops.  They  had  evidently  no  instruc- 
tions on  this  subject. 

Third.  The  assumption  by  military  men  of  nautical  control,  of  which 
they  are  absolutely  ignorant. 

Certain  of  these  vessels,  notably  the  Zeelandia,  were  unfitted  for 
carrying  troops  through  a  region  where  storms  are  so  frequent  as  in  the 
vicinity  of  Manila.  Note  the  heavy  weather  made  by  this  ship  in  a 
gale  while  proceeding  from  Manila  to  l^agasaki  on  her  return  trip  to 
San  Francisco. 

Friction  existed  between  the  army  officers  commanding  and  the  cap- 
tains of  the  transports  from  the  start,  because  neither  knew  at  first  the 
limit  of  their  authority,  and  the  captains  resented  interference  in  strictly 
nautical  matters. 

Then  again,  the  men  were  improperly  berthed.  They  should  have 
been  provided  with  hammocks,  instead  of  which  they  were  furnished 
with  bunks  of  the  crudest  kind,  which  they  used  very  little,  preferring 
to  sleep  on  deck  as  soon  as  they  arrived  in  the  Tropics,  which  they  were 
allowed  to  do  ofttimes  to  the  detriment  of  their  health. 

According  to  the  officers  of  the  Valencia,  it  was  simply  impossible  to 
keep  the  quarters  below  decks  in  a  cleanly  condition.  The  army  offi- 
cers were  advised  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  preserve  cleanliness, 
which  some  of  them  attempted  to  do,  but  were  unable  to  carry  out.  The 
bedding  soon  became  unfit  for  use  and  had  to  be  thrown  overboard. 

The  troops  were  not  clean  in  their  persons,  because  no  wise  bathing 
regulations  were  adopted  and  the  regular  "scrub  and  wash"  clothes 
was  unknown.  Lice  and  other  vermin  were  rampant.  The  men  spit 
on  the  deck,  threw  waste  food  on  deck,  and  defecated  there  without 
regard  to  the  expostulations  of  the  officers  of  the  transport.  The 
soldiers  ran  aloft  as  they  pleased  and  exposed  themselves  to  the  risk  of 
falling  overboard.  A  guard  was  mounted,  it  is  true,  in  certain  parts  of 
the  ship,  but  as  no  reports  were  made  to  the  officer  of  the  deck,  numer- 
ous accidents  might  have  happened  without  his  knowledge  in  time  to 
avert  them. 

The  men  were  lined  up  like  convicts  to  receive  their  food,  when  mess 
arrangements  might  easily  have  been  made. 

The  captain  of  the  Valencia  had  never  seen  the  contract  with  the 
Government,  and  was  furnished  with  no  written  orders  whatsoever. 
To  illustrate  a  misunderstanding  that  occurred :  At  San  Francisco  the 
quartermaster  in  charge  appeared  and  demanded  in  a  very  peremptory 
manner  to  know  why  the  transport  was  not  ready  for  sea,  as  he  had 
been  waiting  for  some  time  for  a  report  from  her.  The  captain  replied 
that  he  had  been  waiting  also  for  certain  army  stores  to  be  loaded  on 
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board,  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  quartermaster  himself  to  do,  and 
thus  the  transport  was  detained  at  a  critical  time,  each  one  not  under- 
standing the  extent  of  the  others'  province. 

Compelled  to  lie  some  days  outside  of  Honolulu,  the  captain  of  the 
Valencia  foresaw  that  his  fresh  water  would  be  short,  and  made  every 
effort  to  have  his  tanks  filled  before  sailing  for  Manila.  'So  one  in 
authority  evidently  understood  the  importance  of  this  necessity.  No 
water  was  furnished  and  the  troops  had  to  be  kept  on  short  allowance. 
Had  any  accident  happened  absolute  suffering  would  have  ensued. 

On  the  return  trip  from  Manila  water  unfit  for  use  was  furnished, 
and  only  by  the  most  stringent  precautions  were  passengers  and  crew 
kept  in  a  healthy  condition. 

It  is  vitally  essential  that  every  transport  should  have  a  condenser, 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  was  one  in  the  whole  fleet. 

Certain  captains  resented  the  control  of  nonnautical  men  until,  as 
they  confessed  to  me,  their  spirit  was  absolutely  mutinous  on  account 
of  the  character  of  the  orders  given. 

On  the  voyage  out  the  formation  was  defective.  Captains  misunder- 
Htood  signals  and  were  neglectful  in  carrying  out  orders. 

There  were  misunderstandings  about  the  discharging  of  the  trans- 
ports at  Manila,  the  quartermaster  at  first  thinking  it  the  duty  of  the 
captains,  and  upon  final  persuasion  made  separate  contracts  with  them 
to  discharge  their  ships  for  additional  compensation,  and  finally  putting 
matters  in  charge  of  a  general  stevedore.  All  this  caused  delay,  con- 
fusion, and  expense. 

The  detention  of  the  transports  at  Manila,  as  well  as  the  delay  in 
discharging  them,  should  be  made  the  subject  of  special  inquiry. 

For  lack  of  proper  management  these  transports  were  kept  day  after 
day  at  Government  expense,  even  after  they  were  discharged  of  their 
army  stores. 

The  Springfield  Eepublican,  in  an  editorial  in  its  issue  of  September 
30,  very  aptly  states  the  case,  and  inquires  why  the  transport  China 
was  kept  waiting  forty  days  in  Manila  Harbor,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500  a  day 
to  the  Government. 

The  transport  Valencia  was  detained  at  Honolulu  at  least  one  day 
and  a  half  longer  than  necessary,  at  a  cost  to  the  Government  of  $1,275. 
A  slight  advance  in  the  price  of  labor  would  have  enabled  her  to  coal 
Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday,  which  days  were  spent  in  idleness. 

The  army  officer  in  charge  of  coaling  transports  at  Honolulu  openly 
advocated  the  adoption  of  the  "  Queen's  Regulations,"  with  which  he 
was  familiar,  frankly  acknowledging  the  inability  of  the  army  authori- 
ties to  cope  with  this  matter. 

The  landing  of  troops  would  have  been  done  in  a  more  thorough  man- 
ner had  the  system  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Navy. 

The  problem  of  transporting  troops  far  away  from  our  own  coasts  is 
not  a  trivial  matter,  and  must  be  taken  in  hand  systematically  from  the 
start.  The  proper  arrangements  would  Include  such  a  system  as  will 
find  the  men  on  their  arrival  on  board  ship  properly  berthed  and  messed, 
regular  station  bills  being  made  out  for  this  purpose  to  avoid  confusion. 
Once  fully  on  board  ship  a  regular  routine  should  be  established,  and 
to  properly  carry  this  out  it  would  require  the  control  of  the  whole 
organization  for  the  time  being  by  the  captain,  and  under  him  the  officer 
of  the  deck  on  board  the  transport.  No  combination  system  can  carry 
out  the  proper  routine.  In  other  words,  while  on  board  ship  the  mili- 
tary must  be  subordinated  to  the  naval,  and  the  military  ofiicers  must 
acquiesce  in  that  control. 
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It  is  absolutely  essential  that  the  ship  officers  have  control  of  the 
berthing,  because  they  are  the  ones  familiar  with  their  ship,  and  this  can 
be  accomplished  by  the  cooperation  with  them  of  the  adjutant,  who 
should  visit  the  ship  a  reasonable  time  before  with  his  roster,  and  the 
executive  of&cer  of  the  transport  can  then  make  out  his  berthing  and 
messing  plans,  and  these  can  be  filled  out  so  that  when  the  men  come 
on  board  they  may  fall  right  into  their  places  without  confusion  of  any 
kind. 

The  present  system  or  lack  of  system  at  use  during  this  war  shows 
how  absolutely  lacking  were  all  arrangements  to  conduce  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  men. 

After  berthing  and  messing,  the  men  should ,  begin  a  regular  routine 
similar  to  that  in  use  on  board  of  a  man-of-w^r.  In  the  early  morning 
the  time  should  be  devoted  to  cleanliness  and  each  man  should  be 
required  to  bathe,  and  scrub  his  clothes,  and  then  breakfast;  then,  in 
good  weather,  the  companies  in  turn  should  drill  in  a  part  of  the  ship 
reserved  for  such  purpose;  then  dinner  should  be  had;  a  short  time 
devoted  to  rest,  if  in  the  tropics,  and  afternoon  drills  should  take  place. 
The  officers  of  the  guard  should  receive  minute  instructions  as  to  the 
police  regulations  of  lights  and  fires,  also  the  reporting  of  all  conduct 
contrary  to  cleanliness  and  good  order,  which  should  be  promptly  investi- 
gated and  an  example  made. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Navy  would  find  itself  severely  strained  by  the 
detail  of  officers  for  the  Army  transport  service,  and,  to  meet  this  sud- 
den expansion,  I  have  to  suggest  the  formation  of  a  national  naval 
reserve  somewhat  on  the  lines  of  the  English  naval  reserve.  This  is 
to  be  composed  of — 

First,  Graduates  of  the  H^aval  Academy  in  civil  life  who  are  willing 
to  put  in  the  proper  time  on  board  ship  to  keep  them  in  touch  with  the 
service. 

Second.  Officers  of  merchant  vessels,  of  excellent  character,  who  are 
able  to  pass  the  necessary  examinations  and  who  are  enabled  to  com- 
ply with  the  necessary  regulations  to  keep  them  in  touch  with  the 
service. 

In  the  first  place  I  will  instance  as  an  example  myself.  My  rank 
under  this  law  would  be  lieutenant,  United  States  naval  reserve.  I 
would  receive  no  pay  except  when  actually  on  duty  and  would  be 
required  to  perform  an  equivalent  of  two  months'  service  of  each  year 
on  a  regular  naval  vessel  on  this  coast.  I  would  advance  on  the  naval 
reserve  as  my  class  advanced  upon  the  active  list.  This  would  give 
you  a  class  of  officers  whom  you  could  employ  or  not  as  suited  your 
convenience.  And  if  you  had  but  one  efficient  officer  on  this  list,  you 
would  be  the  gainer  by  one.  I  can  instance  many  cases  of  officers  who 
would  be  willing  to  join  such  an  arrangement,  both  line  and  engineers. 
Inasmuch  as  the  expense  to  the  Government  would  be  small  and  the 
result  a  body  of  trained  men  ready  to  be  called  into  service,  I  do  not 
at  present  see  any  flaw  in  this  plan. 

Under  the  second  case,  I  would  instance  Mr.  Turner,  second  officer 
of  the  transport  Valencia.  Upon  unfolding  my  scheme  to  him  he 
agreed  with  me  in  every  particular,  and  stated  that  he  would  be  willing 
to  do  his  part  simply  for  the  honor  of  belonging  to  the  naval  reserve 
Starting  with  a  small  corps  of  officers,  a  gradual  development  might  be 
made  until  a  fine,  experienced  body  of  men  could  be  obtained. 

Officers  of  the  State  Naval  Militia  might  also  be  officers  of  tlie  United 
States  Naval  Reserve.  I  do  not  consider  that  retired  officers  can  be 
relied  upon  to  command  transports  as  they  are  in  the  English  naval 
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service,  becaase  in  our  service  their  disabilities  are  such  as  to  unfit 
them  from  going  to  sea,  and  in  the  English  naval  service  we  find  many 
retirements  in  the  list  of  lieutenants  due  to  the  age  limit  only.  To 
meet  any  sudden  expansion  in  the  duties  of  our  naval  officers  will 
require  outside  assistance,  and  this  can  best  be  arranged  with  a  reserve 
list  of  the  same  character  as  the  list  of  volunteers  in  our  last  l^avy 
Eegister. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Kandolph  H.  Miner, 
Lieutenant,  United  States  ^avy. 
The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Bu.  H'av.,  42.]  TJ.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 

Honolulu,  R.  I.,  September  9,  1898. 

Sib:  1.  In  compliance  with  article  260,  United  States  Navy  Eegula- 
tions,  1896,  and  the  Bureau's  telegram  of  August  3, 1898, 1  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report,  embracing  the  period  from  July  1, 
1897,  to  August  12,  1898,  the  date  of  suspension  of  hostilities  in  the 
war  with  Spain. 

2.  On  August  14, 1897, 1  relieved  Bear- Admiral  L.  A.  Beardslee,  U. 
S.  'S.,  in  command  of  the  Pacific  Station,  hoisting  my  flag  on  the 
rhiladelpMa, 

distribution  of  squadron  on  JULY  1, 1897. 

PhiladelpMa,  at  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Monadnock,  at  Portland,  Oreg. 

Monterey,  at  Portland,  Oreg. 

Bennington,  at  navy-yard,  Mare  Island,  Oal. 

Marion,  at  Honolulu,  H.  I. 

Alert,  at  Frederick  Sound,  Alaska. 

Oregon,  at  Tacoma,  Wash. 

changes  of  vessels. 

PMladelpMa. — Left  Honolulu,  H.  I.,  October  5, 1897,  for  navy- yard. 
Mare  Island,  to  be  placed  out  of  commission. 

Monadnock. — Detached  from  squadron  June  4, 1898.  Left  San  Fran- 
cisco for  Manila  on  June  23, 1898. 

Monterey. — Detached  from  squadron  on  May  24, 1898,  upon  arrival  at 
Mare  Island  Navy-Yard.    Left  San  Francisco  for  Manila  on  June  7. 

Bennington, — No  change.    Still  attached  to  squadron. 

Marion. — Detached  from  squadron  by  Department's  order  November 
4, 1897. 

AUrt. — May  23, 1898,  left  San  Francisco  for  Mare  Island  Navy-Tard 
to  be  placed  out  of  commission.  Placed  out  of  commission  June  4, 
1898. 

Oregon. — Detached  from  squadron  April  18, 1898,  in  accordance  with 
Department's  order  No.  100516,  of  April  7, 1898. 

Wheeling. — Eeported  for  duty  in  squadron  May  20, 1898. 

Baltimore. — Placed  in  commission  at  Mare  Island,  Gal.,  October  12, 
1897,  and  joined  the  squadron.  Detached  from  squadron  March  25, 
1898. 
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Philadelphia.— Flsiced  in  commission  Jnly  9,  1898,  at  Mare  Island, 
Cal.,  and  joined  the  squadron. 

Mohican.— Re^OTteA  for  duty  in  squadron  May  20,  1898. 

Marietta.— Joined  the  squadron  December  29, 1897.  Detached  from 
squadron  April  18,  1898,  in  accordance  with  Department's  order  No. 
lo0516,  of  April  7, 1898. 

CHARACTEE  OF  WORK  PERFORMED  BY  EACH  TESSEL,  WITH  CHANGES 
OF   COMMANDING   OFFICERS. 

Philadelphia. — Protecting  American  interests  at  Honolulu,  H.  I., 
from  June  30,1897,  till  October  5, 1897,  when  she  left  for  San  Francisco 
to  go  to  the  Mare  Island  Kavy-Yard  to  be  put  out  of  commission  and 
transfer  ofScers  and  crew  to  the  Baltimore. 

Oapt.  N.  M.  Dyer,  United  States  Navy,  relieved  Oapt.  G.  S.  Cotton, 
United  States  Navy,  September  1, 1897.- 

Alert. — Convoying  U.  S.  S.  Pinta  from  Sitka,  Alaska,  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, from  June  30, 1897,  till  July  17, 1897. 

Special  duty  with  peace  commissioners  of  Costa  Eica  and  Guatemala. 
Protecting  American  interests  at  San  Juan  del  Sur,  and  engaged  in 
surveying  Brito  Harbor ;  also  in  protecting  American  interests  in  Gua- 
temalan waters  until  detached  and  ordered  to  Mare  Island  to  go  out  of 
commission. 

Commander  B.  S.  Richards  relieved  Commander  F.  Hanford. August 
20, 1897.  Commander  B.  S.  Eichards  detached  on  December  18, 1897. 
Lieut.  L.  Young  left  in  command. 

Commander  B.  H.  C.  Leutze  assumed  command  January  7, 1898. 

Commander  E.  H.  0.  Leutze  detached  and  ordered  to  command  the 
Monterey  on  May  18, 1898. 

Marietta — Commander  F.  M.  Symonds,  commanding. — Eeported  for 
duty  in  squadron  on  December  29,  1897. 

Protecting  American  interests  in  the  vicinity  of  La  Libertad,  Salvador, 
from  February  7, 1898,  till  March  15, 1898,  when  she  was  directed  to 
proceed  to  Panama  and  coal. 

Detached  from  squadron  April  18,  1898,  upon  receipt  of  the  Depart- 
ment's order  No.  100516,  of  April  7, 189^8,  when  she  proceeded  by  way 
of  the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  join  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Wheeling— Commander  U.  Sebree,  commanding. — Reported  for  duty  in 
squadron  May  20,  1898. 

Took  Coast  Survey  party  from  Seattle  to  St.  Michaels,  Alaska. 
Engaged  in  patrolling  Bering  Sea  and  Alaskan  waters,  visiting  can- 
neries, etc. 

Marion — Commander  O.  M.  Boole,  commanding.— ^lig&g&d  in  pro- 
tecting Ameiican  interests  at  Honolulu,  H.  I.,  till  August  26, 1897,  on 
which  date  left  Honolulu  for  San  Francisco,  Cal.  Detached  from 
squadron  in  accordance  with  Department's  order  of  November  4, 1897. 

Bennington.— Aivived  at  Honolulu  from  San  Diego,  Cal.,  August  23' 
1897.  Engaged  in  survey  of  Pearl  Harbor  and  protecting  American 
interests  until  June  16, 1898,  on  which  date  left  for  San  Francisco. 
Investigating  reported  presence  of  Spanish  privateer  in  Alaskan  waters! 

Commander  H.  E.  Nichols  detached  (sick)  July  13,  1898,  on  which 
date  Lieut.  Commander  J.  F.  Moser  assumed  command. 

Ore^ore.— Cruising  in  Puget  Sound  until  March  6, 1898,  on  which  date 
left  for  San  Francisco.  Left  San  Francisco  March  19,  1898,  for  Callao 
Peru.  ' 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  143 

Detached  from  squadron  upon  receipt  of  Department's  order  No. 
100516,  of  April  7, 1898,  when  she  proceeded  by  way  of  the  Straits  of 
Magellan  to  join  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

Oapt.  A.  H.  McCormick  relieved  Oapt.  A.  S.  Barker  January  17,1898. 

Capt.  C.  E.  Clark  relieved  Oapt.  A.  H.  McCormick  March  17, 1898. 

Baltimore — Gapt.  N.  M.  Dyer,  commanding. — The  Baltimore  went  into 
commis^on  October  12, 1897,  Captain  Dyer  taking  command  October 
14, 1897. 

Engaged  in  protecting  American  interests  at  Honolulu  from  Novem- 
ber 7, 1897,  until  March  25, 1898,  on  which  date  left  for  Hongkong  with 
orders  to  report  to  commander  in  chief  Asiatic  Station.  Detached 
from  squadron  upon  departure  from  Honolulu. 

Monadnock — Gapt.  W.  M.  Whiting,  commanding. — Cruising  on  coast 
of  Oregon  and  in  Puget  Sound, 

Drilling  naval  militia  of  Eureka,  Cal.,  at  that  place.  Guarding 
approaches  to  Northern  ports,  being  stationed  at  Port  Townsend  for 
that  purpose.  Was  detached  from  squadron  June  4,  1898,  to  join 
Admiral  Dewey's  squadron  in  Asiatic  waters.  On  June  23, 1898,  left 
San  Francisco,  Cal.,  for  Manila. 

Monterey. — Cruising  on  coast  of  Oregon  and  in  Puget  Sound. 
Stationed  in  San  Francisco  Bay  at  beginning  of  hostilities.  On  May 
24,  1898,  left  San  Francisco  for  Mare  Island  Navy-Tard,  and  upon 
arrival  there  was  detached  from  squadron.  Left  San  Francisco  for 
Manila  June  7, 1898,  but  was  compelled  to  call  at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  to 
replenish  coal  supply.     Left  latter  port  June  11, 1898. 

Capt.  C.  E.  Clark  detached  from  command  March  15, 1898,  and  ordered 
to  command  the  Oregon. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Carlin  reported  for  duty  as  executive  officer, 
and  assumed  command  March  22, 1898. 

Commander  E.  H.'C.  Leutze  assumed  command  May  18, 1898. 

3.  The  dates  of  arrival  at  and  departure  from  each  port  visited  and 
the  miles  sailed  or  steamed  by  each  vessel  have  been  furnished  the 
Department  by  each  vessel  in  the  routine  cruising  reports.  The  coal 
consumed  and  the  cost  thereof  have  been  furnished  the  Department  in 
the  routine  reports  to  the  Bureau  of  Equipment.  The  information  in 
these  routine  reports  is  omitted  in  this  report  in  accordance  with 
Bureau's  letter  No.  75163,  of  July  29, 1895. 

4.  The  general  condition  and  efficiency  of  the  vessels  have  been  good. 
The  discipline  of  the  squadron  has  been  good.  Owing  to  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  squadron,  complete  data  in  regard  to  discharges,  enlist- 
ments, etc.,  are  not  at  hand. 

5.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  command  has  been  very  good. 

6.  The  following  vessels  were  inspected  by  me  during  the  period 
mentioned  in  this  report : 

Bennington,  December  20  and  21, 1897. 

Adams,  December  28  and  29, 1897. 

Baltimore,  February  16, 17,  and  18, 1898. 

Eeports  of  above  inspections  were  sent  to  the  Department. 

7.  Target  practice  has  been  held  in  accordance  with  the  Bureau's 
circular  of  July  22,  1897,  by  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  and  has 
generally  been  excellent,  and  I  must  congratulate  the  Bureau  on 
originating  a  system  which  has  produced  such  excellent  results  in  the 
late  war  with  Spain.  Eoutine  reports  have  been  made  of  the  parti- 
culars of  all  target  practice. 

8.  There  have  been  no  tactical  maneuvers  with  the  vessel  of  the 
squadron  during  the  period  embraced  in  the  report,  as  there  has  been 
no  opportunity  for  bringing  the  vessels  of  the  squadron  together. 
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9.  The  PMlaclelpMa  is  in  excellent  condition;  the  Bennington  is  in 
good  condition  considering  the  length  of  time  she  has  been  in  commis- 
sion, and  she  should  be  generally  overhauled;  the  Wheeling  is  short 
one  4-inch  gun,  which  is  at  Mare  Island,  and  should  be  installed  on  her 
as  soon  as  possible. 

10.  On  my  arrival  at  San  Francisco,  May  9,  1898,  the  Department 
placed  me  in  charge  of  the  auxiliary  naval  force  on  the  Pacifl^  coast. 
This  force  consisted  of  the  Albatross,  Eevenue-cutters  Perry,  Gorwin, 
Grant,  and  Bush,  and  tugs  Active,  Vigilant,  and  Iroquois.  On  my 
departure  for  Honolulu,  July  27,  the  command  of  this  force  was  turned 
over  to  Lieut.  Commander  0.  K.  Curtis,  U.  S.  N.  A  number  of  the 
Naval  Militia  of  California  were  enlisted  to  man  the  tugs  Active,  Vigi- 
lant, and  Iroquois,  and  the  auxiliary  force  was  stationed  along  the  coast 
in  accordance  with  a  plan  reported  to  the  Department. 

The  condition  of  affairs  on  the  Pacific  coast  rendered  it  inadvisable 
to  call  on  the  Naval  Militia  of  the  other  States  for  a  larger  force. 

11.  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  the  Department,  I  left  San 
Francisco  in  the  Philadelphia  on  July  27, 1898,  for  Honolulu,  to  take 
part  in  the  ceremonies  incident  to  the  change  of  sovereignty  of  the 
Hawaiian  Islands  and  the  hoisting  of  our  flag.  I  arrived  here  on 
August  3;  the  arrangements  were  discussed  and  finally  arranged 
between  the  United  States  minister,  the  Hawaiian  Government,  and 
myself,  and  the  ceremonies  took  place  at  noon  on  August  12,  1898,  as 
reported  in  detail  in  my  No.  54,  of  August  14,  1898. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  N.  MiLLiiE, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  iS.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief,  Pacific  Station, 
The  Sbceetaet  of  the  Navy, 

N^avy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C, 
(Bureau  of  Navigation). 


The  department  on  July  11, 1898,  issued  the  following  order  to  Eear- 
Admiral  J.  N.  Miller,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  the  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on 
the  Pacific  Station : 

125395. 

Navt  Department,  Washington,  July  11, 1898. 

Sir:  The  U.  S.  S.  Pltiladelphia  has  been  selected  as  the  vessel  apon  which  yon  are 
to  hoist  your  flag  for  the  purpose  of  your  coming  visit  to  the  Hawaiian  Islands.  As 
soon  as  the  commandant  at  Mare  Island  reports  her  ready  for  sea,  her  commanding 
officer  will  be  directed  to  report  to  you,  and  she  will  be  ordered  to  San  Francisco. 
You  will  then  hoist  your  flag  on  board  of  that  vessel  and  proceed  in  her,  immediately, 
to  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  that  port,  you  wiU  deliver  the  accompanying  instructions 
trom  the  btate  Department  to  the  American  minister,  and  you  will  consult  with 
that  officer,  and  also  with  the  general  officer  of  the  Army,  who,  it  is  understood, 
will  have  arrived  at  Honolulu  by  that  time,  in  regard  to  the  ceremonies  and  formal- 
ities attending  the  taking  possession  of  the  islands  by  the  United  States.  Particu- 
lar attention  will  be  given  to  the  formalities  attending  the  hoisting  of  our  flae  and 
the  assumption  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands  by  the  United  States 

Upon  the  completion  of  this  duty  you  will  remain,  with  the  Philadelphia  at  Hon- 
olulu until  further  instructed.  ' 

Very  reapeotfuUy,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

Paoifio  Station, 
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In  compliance  with  the  above,  the  Philadelphia,  ^'ith  Eear-Admiral 
Miller  on  board,  sailed  from  San  Francisco  July  27,  arriving  at  Hono- 
lulu August  3. 

The  reports  of  Eear  Admiral  Miller  on  the  ceremonies  connected  with 
the  annexation  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States  follow : 

135124. 

[Arrangements  for  flag'raising.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  August  11, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  confirm  my  telegram  of  the  4th  instant,  as 
follows : 

PMladelphia  arrived  Honolulu  3d. 

The  passage  from  San  Francisco  to  Honolulu  was  made  in  six  days 
twenty  hours  without  incident,  the  first  day  using  two  boilers  and  the 
remainder  of  the  trip  under  three  boilers. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  at  Honolulu  I  sent  the  two  State  Depart- 
ment inclosures  sent  in  my  care  for  the  American  minister  to  him,  and 
held  a  preliminary  consultation  with  him  and  Major-General  Otis, 
TJ.  S.  A.,  as  to  the  date  and  arrangements  for  the  flag  raising.  Major- 
General  Otis  left  on  the  4th  instant,  after  calling  upon  me,  informing 
me  that  he  could  not  remain  any  longer.  He  had  been  here  about  ten 
days.  His  departure  left  the  islands  without  a  representative  of  the 
Army,  but  on  the  6th  instant  the  8t.  Paul  arrived  with  troops  on  board, 
and  Colonel  Barber,  of  the  First  New  York  Volunteers,  the  ranking 
officer. 

After  further  consultation  with  the  American  minister  and  with  the 
Hawaiian  officials  the  day  for  the  flag  raising  was  fixed  for  Friday,  the 
12th  instant.  It  was  deemed  impracticable,  in  view  of  the  many  points 
to  be  decided  and  details  to  be  arranged,  to  set  an  earlier  date,  especially 
as  the  Hawaiian  Government  desired  time  in  which  to  direct  the  officials 
of  the  other  islands  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United  States 
on  the  same  day  the  flag  was  raised. 

I  have  arranged  for  a  Navy  representation  from  the  Philadelphia  and 
Mohican  of  a  battalion  of  four  infantry  companies  and  two  sections  of 
artiUery.  The  St,  Paul  having  left,  there  will  be  no  troops  here,  but 
the  Army  will  be  represented  by  Ool.  T,  H.  Barber,  First  New  York 
Volunteers,  with  whom  I  have  conferred,  and  four  other  officers. 

In  arranging  the  details  particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
formalities  to  attend  the  hoisting  of  our  flag,  as  directed  by  the  Depart- 
ment's No.  125395  of  July  11, 1898. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  N.  Miller, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief  Pacific  Station. 

The  Seorbtaky  op  the  Navy, 

Ifavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


135304. 

[Report  on  hoisting  of  United  States  iiag  over  the  Hawaiian  Islands.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Philadelphia, 
Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands,  August  11,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  partici- 
pation of  the  forces  under  my  command  in  the  ceremonies  attending 
the  change  of  sovereignty  of  the  Hawaiian  Islands,  which  took  place 
at  noon  on  Friday,  the  12th  instant : 
As  the  report  of  this  important  event  will  be  a  matter  of  record  in 
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the  files  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  as  occasion  may  occur  hereafter 
to  refer  to  it  to  know  what  was  done  by  the  naval  force  on  that  occa- 
sion, it  is  made  more  in  detail  than  it  would  otherwise  be. 

The  force  under  arms  from  the  Philadelphia  and  Mohican  attending 
the  ceremonies  consisted  of  four  companies  of  infantry  and  two  sections 
of  artillery.    (See  Appendix  A  for  organization  of  battalion.) 

The  Hawaiian  National  Guard  met  our  force  at  the  landing  and 
escorted  them  to  the  front  of  the  executive  building,  where  they  took 
position  in  column  on  the  driveway  leading  to  the  front  of  the  building, 
the  head  of  the  column  being  close  to  the  ofiQcial  stand.  The  Hawaiian 
troops  were  in  position,  a  battalion  on  each  side  of  the  head  of  column 
of  our  men.  (See  Appendix  B  for  position  of  troops  during  the  cere- 
mony.) 

The  official  stand  was  in  front  of  the  executive  building,  one  side  for 
the  Hawaiian  officials,  the  other  for  the  United  States  minister  and  his 
attaches  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army.  Colonel  Barber,  of 
the  First  New  York  Volunteers,  was  third  in  the  line  of  precedence,  as 
the  ranking  officer  of  the  Army  present,  and  next  to  me.  The  remain- 
ing officers  of  the  Navy  and  Army  were  seated  according  to  rank,  there 
being  in  all  twenty  officers  of  the  Navy  present  on  the  official  stand 
and  five  of  the  Army. 

All  the  officials  having  been  seated  except  the  president  and  his 
cabinet,  the  United  States  minister  and  his  attaches,  myself.  Colonel 
Barber,  and  four  of  the  ranking  naval  officers,  the  ceremonies  com- 
menced by  the  entrance  on  the  platform  from  the  executive  building  of 
the  president  and  his  cabinet,  followed  a  moment  later  by  the  United 
States  minister  and  the  American  officials  mentioned  above.  After  all 
were  seated  prayer  was  offered  by  the  Eev.  G.  L.  Pearson,  of  Honolulu. 
Minister  Sewall  then  rose,  and  addressing  President  Dole,  formally 
communicated  to  him  the  text  and  purpose  of  the  joint  resolution  of 
Congress  annexing  the  Hawaiian  Islands  to  the  United  States.  Presi- 
dent Dole  then  formally  tendered  the  sovereignty  of  the  islands,  with 
all  the  public  property  of  the  Hawaiian  Government,  to  the  United 
States  through  our  representative.  Minister  Sewall,  who  accepted  it  in 
the  name  of  the  United  States  Government.  The  actual  ceremony  of 
exchanging  flags  was  then  begun  by  the  Hawaiian  band  playing  Hawaii 
Ponoi,  the  national  anthem.  Colors  were  sounded,  and  a  21-gun  salute 
was  fired  by  the  shore  battery  and  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Mohican, 
after  which  the  Hawaiian  flag  was  slowly  hauled  down,  all  the  spec- 
tators standing  uncovered. 

Minister  Sewall  then  turned  to  me  and  requested  me  to  perform  the 
duty  intrusted  to  me,  of  hoisting  the  United  States  flag,  and  upon  sig- 
nal from  me,  as  had  been  prearranged,  colors  were  sounded,  the  flag- 
ship band  played  the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  and  the  United  States 
flag  was  slowly  hoisted  on  the  flagstaff  of  the  central  tower  of  the 
executive  building,  two  smaller  flags  being  hoisted  at  the  corners  of 
the  building  to  provide  for  the  possibility  of  the  main  halyards  carry- 
ing away;  and  21  guns  were  fired  by  the  Philadelphia  and  Mohican  and 
the  shore  battery  when  the  flag  had  reached  the  truck,  all  the  specta- 
tors standing  uncovered.  The  Hawaiian  flag  was  hauled  down  and 
the  large  United  States  flag  hoisted  by  four  men  from  the  Philadelphia 
and  Mohican,  two  from  each  ship,  directly  from  the  inner  corners  of  the 
platform. 
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After  the  United  States  flag  had  been  hoisted  and  the  salutes  had 
been  fired  Mr.  Sewall  made  a  short  address,  and  then  communicated 
the  directions  of  the  President  continuing  the  present  government  offi- 
cials in  office  until  Congress  should  provide  a  form  of  government  for 
the  islands. 

The  chief  executive  of  the  Hawaiian  government  was  then  sworn  in 
by  the  chief  justice,  followed  by  the  members  of  his  cabinet,  after 
which  our  men  and  the  local  troops  marched  to  the  drill  grounds,  where 
the  military  officers,  including  the  staff  officers  of  the  chief  executive, 
were  sworn  in. 

The  battalion  from  the  Philadelphia  and  Mohican  then  returned  to  the 
ships,  escorted  to  the  lauding  by  the  local  troops.  This  concluded  the 
participation  of  the  force  under  my  command  in  the  change  of  sover- 
eignty of  these  islands. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieut.  A.  G.  Winterhalter,  flag  lieutenant,  and 
to  Lieut.  Philip  Andrews,  flag  secretary,  for  their  assist  ance  in  arranging 
the  details  of  the  ceremonies  connected  with  the  raising  of  our  flag 
and  for  seeing  that  they  were  properly  carried  out. 

I  am  gratified  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  Department  that  the  cere- 
monies throughout  were  a  complete  success  in  every  particular,  and 
were  rendered  very  impressive  and  dignified  by  the  simplicity  and  lack 
of  ostentation  of  the  carefully  prepared  programme.  The  battalion  from 
the  two  ships  presented  a  fine  appearance,  and  it  gives  me  great  pleasure 
to  congratulate  the  Department  on  the  opportunity  given  the  Navy  to 
take  such  a  prominent  part  in  an  important  event  in  the  history  of  our 
country. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  N.  Miller, 

Bear-Admiral,  TJ.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  Pacific  Station. 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washingto7i,  £>.  C. 


APPENDIX  A. 

NAVAL  BATTALION,  AUGUST  tS. 

Lieut.  Commander  T.  H.  Stbvbns,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding. 

Ensign  D.  P.  Sellers,  U.  S.  N.,  adjutant. 

INFANTKY. 

Company  A,  marines,  First  Lieut.  C.  M.  Perkins,  commanding: 

From  Mohioan 16 

Prom  Philadelphia 38 

54 
Company  B,  blue  jackets,  from  Philadelphia: 

Lieut.  H.  A.  Field,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 54 

Company  C,  blue  jackets,  from  Philadelphia: 

Lieut.  P.  N.  Brown,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 54 

Company  D,  blue  jackets,  from  Mohican: 

Ensign  S.  P.  Fullinwider,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 54 
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AUTILLBRY. 

Lieut.  Guy  W.  Brown,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  platoon. 

First  section,  bluejackets,  from  Philadelphia: 

Naval  Cadet  K.  Morris,  U.  S.  N.,  commmanding 27 

Second  section,  bluejackets,  from  Mohican: 

Ensign  C.  England,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 27 

Pioneers,  Carpenter  J.  A.  Barton 9 

Ambulance  party,  P.  A.  Surg.  G.  A.  Lung,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding 6 

Signal  party,  chief  quartermaster,  Philadelphia,  in  charge 3 

Band,  De  Witt  C.  Smith,  bandmaster 15 

Bugler  and  aide 2 

Color  guard,  chief  boatswain  mate,  Philadelphia 4 

Ofacers 10 

Total 319 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN,  NOT  INCLUDING  OPERA- 
TIONS UNDER  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF  ASIATIC  STATION. 

(2)  SEIZURE  OF  THE  LADEONE  ISLANDS. 
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SEIZURE   OF   THE   LADEONE  ISLANDS. 

108414. 

[Orders  to  Charleston  to  capture  Island  of  Guam.] 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  May  10, 1898. 

Sir  :  Upon  tlie  receipt  of  this  order,  which  is  forwarded  by  the  steam- 
ship City  ofPekin  to  you  at  Honolulu,  you  wiU  proceed,  with  the  Charles- 
ton and  Gity  of  PeMn  in  company,  to  lUanila,  Philippine  Islands. 

On  your  way,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  stop  at  the  Spanish  Island 
of  Guam.  Tou  will  use  such  force  as  may  be  necessary  to  capture  the 
port  of  Guam,  making  prisoners  of  the  governor  and  other  officials  and 
any  armed  force  that  may  be  there.  Tou  will  also  destroy  any  fortifi- 
cations on  said  island  and  any  Spanish  naval  vessels  that  may  be  there, 
or  in  the  immediate  vicinity.  These  operations  at  the  Island  of  Guam 
should  be  very  brief,  and  should  not  occupy  more  than  one  or  two  days. 
Should  you  find  any  coal  at  the  Island  of  Guam,  you  will  make  such 
use  of  it  as  you  consider  desirable.  It  is  left  to  your  discretion  whether 
or  not  you  destroy  it. 

From  the  Island  of  Guam,  proceed  to  Manila  and  report  to  Eear- 
Admiral  George  Dewey,  TJ.  S.  N.,  for  duty  in  the  squadron  under  his 
command. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary. 

Commanding  Officer  D".  S.  S.  Charleston. 


134643. 

[Operations  at  Gnam  Island.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Charleston, 
At  Sea,  June  34, 1898,  Lat.  14°  37'  N.,  Long.  137°  58'  E. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  Depart- 
ment's telegraphic  order  of  May  24, 1898,  this  ship  sailed  from  Honolulu, 
Hawaiian  Islands,  on  the  4th  instant  for  Manila  with  the  transports 
Gity  ofFeMn,  Australia,  and  Gity  of  Sydney  under  convoy.  When  clear 
of  land,  I  opened  the  confidential  order  of  May  10, 1898,  and  changed 
course  for  the  Island  of  Guam,  next  day  informing  Commander  Gibson, 
in  charge  of  transports,  and  Brigadier-General  Anderson,  commanding 
expeditionary  force,  of  the  change  in  my  orders  and  that  the  transports 
would  accompany  the  Charleston. 

Arriving  off  the  north  end  of  the  island  at  daylight,  June  20, 1  first 
visited  the  port  of  Agaua,  the  capital  of  Guam,  and  of  the  Mariana 
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group,  and  finding  no  vessels  there  of  any  kind,  proceeded  to  San  Luis 
D'Apra,  where  it  was  expected  that  a  Spanish  gunboat  and  a  military- 
force  would  be  found,  a  rumor  to  that  effect  having  reached  me  while  at 
Honolulu.  Arriving  off  the  port  at  8.30  a.  m.,  it  was  found  that  Fort 
Santiago,  on  Orot6  Point,  was  abandoned  and  in  ruins,  and  I  steamed 
directly  into  the  harbor,  having  ordered  the  transports  to  take  a  safe 
position  outside  and  await  instructions.  A  few  shots  were  lired  from 
the  secondary  battery  at  Fort  Santa  Gruz  to  get  the  range  and  ascer- 
tain if  it  was  occupied.  Getting  no  response,  ceased  firing  and  came 
to  anchor  In  a  position  to  control  the  harbor,  and  it  was  then  found  that 
this  fort  also  was  abandoned. 

The  only  vessel  in  port  was  a  small  Japanese  trading  vessel  from 
Yokohama. 

An  officer  had  just  shoved  off  from  the  ship  to  board  the  Japanese 
vessel,  and  obtain  information  as  to  the  condition  of  affairs  on  shore, 
when  a  boat  was  seen  approaching  the  ship,  through  the  reefs  at  the 
head  of  the  harbor,  flying  the  Spanish  flag  and  bringing  two  oflBcers, 
the  captain  of  the  port,  a  lieutenant-commander  in  the  Spanish  navy, 
and  the  health  officer,  a  surgeon  of  the  Spanish  army.  These  officers 
came  on  board,  and,  in  answer  to  my  questions,  told  me  they  did  not 
know  that  war  had  been  declared  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
their  last  news  having  been  from  Manila,  under  date  of  April  14.  I 
informed  them  that  war  existed  and  that  they  must  consider  themselves 
as  prisoners.  As  they  stated  that  no  resistance  could  be  made  by  the 
force  on  the  island,  I  released  them  on  parole  for  the  day,  to  proceed  to 
Agana  and  inform  the  governor  that  I  desired  him  to  come  on  board 
ship  at  once,  they  assuring  me  that  he  would  do  so  as  soon  as  he  could 
reach  the  port. 

While  awaiting  the  return  of  these  officers,  an  examination  was  made 
of  the  harbor,  the  only  dangers  to  navigation  were  buoyed,  and  the 
transports  came  in  during  the  afternoon. 

At  5  p.  m.  the  governor's  secretary,  a  captain  in  the  Spanish  army, 
came  on  board,  bringing  me  a  letter  from  the  governor,  In  which  he 
stated  that  he  was  not  allowed  by  law  to  go  on  board  a  foreign  vessel 
and  requested  me  to  meet  him  on  shore  for  a  conference.  This  letter  is 
appended,  marked  A, 

As  it  was  then  too  late  to  land  a  party,  from  the  state  of  the  tide  on 
the  reef  between  the  ship  and  the  landing  place,  I  directed  the  secretary 
to  return  and  say  to  the  governor  that  I  would  send  an  officer  ashore 
"with  a  communication  for  him  early  next  day. 

A  landing  force  was  organized  to  be  ready  to  go  ashore  at  8.30  a.  m. 
next  day,  when  the  tide  would  serve,  the  force  being  composed  of  the 
marines  of  this  ship,  those  sent  out  in  the  PeTcin,  and  two  companies  of 
the  Second  Oregon  Infantry  Eegiment,  placed  at  my  disposal  by  Gen- 
eral Anderson. 

At  8.30  a.  m.  on  June  21  Lieut.  William  Braunersreuther  was  sent 
ashore,  under  flag  of  truce,  with  a  written  demand  for  the  immediate 
surrender  of  the  defenses  of  the  Island  of  Guam  and  all  officials  and 
persons  in  the  military  service  of  Spain.  (Copy  hereto  appended, 
marked  B.) 

Mr.  Braunersreuther  was  directed  to  wait  half  an  hour  only  for  a 
reply,  to  bring  the  governor  and  other  officials  on  board  as  prisoners  of 
war  lii  case  of  surrender,  or  in  case  of  refusal  or  delay  beyond  the  time 
giveri,  to  return  and  take  command  of  the  landing  force,  which  he  would 
find  in  readiness,  and  proceed  to  Agana.  (Copy  of  order  appended, 
marked  G.) 
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At  12.15  p.  m.  Mr.  Braunersreuther  returned  to  the  ship,  bringing  off 
the  governor  and  three  other  officers,  his  staff,  and  handed  me  a  letter 
from  the  governor  acceding  fully  to  my  demand.  This  letter  is  appended, 
marked  D. 

Mr.  Braunersreuther's  report  of  his  actions  on  shore  is  appended, 
marked  B.  Appended,  marked  F,  is  a  list  of  persons  and  property 
captured.  As  the  natives  are  quiet  and  inoffensive  and  thoroughly  well 
disposed,  I  approved  Mr.  Braunersreuther's  course  with  regard  to  them 
after  they  had  been  disarmed. 

Having  received  the  surrender  of  the  Island  of  Guam,  I  took  formal 
possession  at  2.45  p.  m.,  hoisting  the  American  flag  on  Fort  Santa  Cruz 
and  saluting  it  with  21  guns  from  the  Charleston. 

From  a  personal  examination  of  Fort  Santa  Oruz,  I  decided  that  it 
was  entirely  useless  as  a  defensive  work,  with  no  guns  and  in  a  partly 
ruinous  condition,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  expend  any  mines 
in  blowing  it  up. 

The  forts  at  Agana,  San  Luis  D'Apra,  and  TJmata  are  of  no  value  and 
DO  guns  remain  in  the  island  except  four  small  cast-iron  guns  of  obso- 
lete pattern  at  Agana,  formerly  used  for  saluting,  but  now  condemned 
as  unsafe  even  for  that  purpose.  Appended,  marked  G,  is  a  plan  oi 
Fort  Santa  Oruz. 

No  Spanish  vessel  of  war  has  visited  Guam  during  the  last  eighteen 
months. 

l»ro  coal  was  found  on  the  island. 

From  want  of  berthing  space  on  board  this  ship,  I  considered  it 
advisable  to  send  the  prisoners  to  the  army  transport  City  of  Sydney, 
which  vessel  had  ample  accommodations  for  the  officers  and  men,  and 
this  was  done  by  arrangement  with  Brigadier-General  Anderson.  (Copy 
of  my  letter  appended,  marked  H.)  Appended,  marked  I,  is  receipt 
from  Lieut.  Commander  T.  S.  Phelps,  jr.,  on  duty  on  the  Oity  of  Syclmey, 
in  whose  charge  the  prisoners  were  placed  for  transportation  to  Manila. 

Having  completed  the  duty  assigned,  the  Charleston  sailed  on  the 
22d  instant  from  San  Luis  D'Apra  for  Manila,  with  the  transports  in 
company. 

I  would  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
officer-like  conduct  and  excellent  judgment  displayed  by  Lieutenant 
Braunersreuther  in  his  discharge  of  the  important  duties  intrusted  to 
him. 

The  chief  engineer  of  the  ship  being  ill  at  the  time  she  reached  Guam, 
I  accepted  the  services  of  P.  A.  Engineer  H.  G.  Leopold,  who,  on  the 
probability  of  an  engagement,  volunteered  for  duty  in  charge  of  an 
engine  room  under  his  junior  Passed  Assistant  Engineer  McKean,  act- 
ing as  chief  engineer. 

Going  into  the  port  of  San  Luis  D'Apra,  Mr.  T.  A.  Hallett,  third  offi- 
cer of  the  steamer  Australia,  being  familiar  with  the  place,  volunteered 
to  act  as  pilot  and  performed  the  duty  efficiently. 
Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Glass, 
Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commamding. 

The  Sboeetaet  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Bepartment,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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[Translation.] 

[Private.]  Governmbnt  "P.  M."  of  the  Marianne  Islands, 

Agana,  June  SO,  1898. 
Mr.  Henry  Glass, 

Captain  of  the  North  American  Cruiser  Charleston : 

By  the  captain  of  the  port  in  which  you  have  cast  anchor  I  have  been  courteouBly 
requested,  as  a  soldier,  and,  above  all,  as  a  gentleman,  to  hold  a  conference  with 
you,  adding  that  you  have  advised  him  that  war  has  been  declared  between  our 
respective  nations,  and  that  you  have  come  for  the  purpose  of  occupying  these 
Spanish  islands. 

It  vrould  give  me  great  pleasure  to  comply  with  his  request  and  see  you  personally, 
but,  as  the  military  laws  of  my  country  prohibit  me  from  going  on  board  a  foreign 
vessel,  I  regret  to  have  to  decline  this  honor  and  to  ask  that  you  will  kindly  come 
on  shore,  where  I  await  you  to  accede  to  your  wishes  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  agree 
as  to  our  mutual  situations. 

Asking  your  pardon  for  the  trouble  I  cause  you,  I  guarantee  your  safe  return  to 
your  ship. 

Very  respectfully,  Juan  Marina. 


B. 


U.  S.  S.  Charleston, 
San  Luis  D'Apra,  Guam  Island,  June  SO,  1898. 
Sib:  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  this  date  I  have  now,  in  compliance  with 
the  orders  of  my  Government,  to  demand  the  immediate  surrender  of  the  defenses 
of  the  Island  of  Guam,  with  arms  of  all  kinds,  all  officials  and  persona  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  Spain  now  in  this  island. 

This  communication  will  be  handed  you  to-morrow  morning  by  an  officer  who  is 
ordered  to  wait  not  over  one  half  hour  for  your  reply. 

Respectfully,  Henrt  Glass, 

Captain,  U.  S.  2f.,  Commanding. 
SeQor  Juan  Marina,  Governor  of  Guam. 


C. 


U.  S.  S.  Charleston, 
San  Luis  D'Apra,  Guam  Island,  June  SI,  1898. 
Sir  :  Tou  will  take  command  of  a  landing  party  composed  of  the  marine  guard  of 
this  ship,  the  marines  from  the  steamer  City  of  Pekin,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Oregon  regiment  of  volunteers  from  the  steamer  Australia,  and  proceed  to  Agana, 
the  capital  of  this  island,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  the  governor  of  the  island, 
other  officials,  and  any  armed  force  found  there. 

You  will  bring  the  prisoners  captured  to  this  ship,  destroying  such  portions  of  the 
defenses  of  AgaHa  as  practicable  in  the  time  at  your  disposal  and  such  arms  and 
military  supplies  as  can  not  be  conveniently  brought  off. 

You  will  see  that  private  property  is  respected  as  far  as  possible,  consistently  with 
the  duty  assigned  you,  and  will  prevent  any  marauding  by  the  force  under  your 
command. 

The  greatest  expedition  must  be  used,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  men  of  the  land- 
ing party  will  be  able  to  return  to  their  ships  before  dark  to-day. 

The  men  landed  will  be  supplied  with  rations  for  one  day  and  be  equipped  in  lin-ht 
marching  order.  " 

Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Glass, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Lieut.  W.  Braunersreuther,  U.  S.  N., 

U.  S.  S.  Charleston. 
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D. 

[Translation.] 

Government  "P.  M."  of  the  Marianne  Islands, 

Pito  (Agana),  June  21, 1898. 
I  am  in  receipt  of  yonr  communication  of  yesterday,  demanding  the  surrender  of 
this  place. 

Being  without  defenses  of  any  kind  and  without  means  for  meeting  the  present 
situation,  I  am  under  the  sad  necessity  of  being  unable  to  resist  such  superior  forces 
and  regretfully  to  accede  to  your  demands,  at  the  same  time  protesting  against  this 
act  of  violence,  when  I  have  received  no  information  from  my  Government  to  the 
eifect  that  Spain  is  in  war  with  your  nation. 
God  be  with  you ! 

Very  respectfully,  Juan  Marina, 

T7ie  Governor  "P.  M." 
The  Captain  op  the  North  American  Cruiser  Charleston. 


E. 

U.  8.  S.  Charleston,  2d  Rate, 
San  Luis  D'Apra,  Guam  Island,  June  gl,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  mate  the  following  detailed  report  of  my  actions  in  com- 
pliance wiih  yonr  orders  dated  .June  21, 1898,  and  to  inclose  herewith  a  communication 
signed  by  Henry  P.  McCain,  first  lieutenant  and  adjutant  Fourteenth  Infantry,  act- 
ing assistant  adjutant-general.  Referring  to  this  communication,  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  it  was  handed  to  me  while  I  was  on  my  return  to  this  ship, 
after  having  in  my  possession  in  writing  the  complete  surrender  of  the  Spanish  ter- 
ritory under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Governor-General  of  Guam — who  was  (at  this 
very  time)  with  his  entire  staff  a  prisoner  of  war  in  my  boat  about  12  m. 

On  reaching  the  landing  at  Petey,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  I  was  met  by  the  Governor- 
General  with  his  staff,  and,  after  a  formal  introduction,  I  at  once  handed  to  the  gov- 
ernor your  ultimatum,  noting  the  time,  10.15  a.  m.  I  called  attention  to  the  fact 
that  but  one  half  hour  would  be  given  for  a  reply,  and  casually  informed  the  gov- 
ernor that  he  had  better  take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  we  had  in  the  hiirbor 
three  transports  loaded  with  troops  and  one  war  vessel  of  a  very  formidable  nature. 
He  thanked  me,  and  retired  to  a  building  near  by  with  his  advisers.  Twenty-nine 
minutes  later  he  reappeared,  and  handing  me  a  sealed  envelope  addressed  to  com- 
manding ofBcer  of  Charleston,  informed  me  that  that  was  his  reply.  I  broke  the  seal. 
While  doing  so,  he  again  and  very  hastily  remarked:  "Ah !  but  that  is  for  the  com- 
mandaute."  I  replied,  "  I  represent  him  here,"  and  requested  the  governor  to  read  his 
letter.  He  did  so,  and  after  studying  it  a  few  moments,  I  said :  "  Gentlemen,  you  are 
now  my  prisoners;  you  will  have  to  repair  on  board  the  Charleston  with  me." 

They  protested,  pleading  that  they  had  not  anticipated  anything  of  the  kind ; 
had  no  clothing  other  than  that  they  then  had  on ;  that  they  all  had  property  inter- 
ests and  families,  and  numerous  other  protests.  I  assured  them  that  they  could 
send  messages  to  their  families  to  send  clothes  and  anything  else  they  might  desire, 
and  that  I  would  have  a  boat  ashore  at  4  p.  m.  ready  to  take  off  for  them  anything 
sent  down.  I  would  even  secure  passage  for  such  of  their  families  as  they  might 
desire  and  give  them  a  safe  return  to  Petey. 

The  governor,  after  a  short  consultation  with  his  advisers,  protested  against  being 
made  a  prisoner,  saying  I  had  come  on  shore  under  a  flag  of  truce  for  an  inter- 
change of  ideas  on  the  condition  of  affairs,  and  that  he  now  found  himself  and  his 
oflScers  prisoners.  I  replied  I  came  on  shore  with  orders  from  my  commanding 
officer  to  deliver  to  him  (the  governor)  a  letter,  and  I  had  now  in  my  possession 
his  reply  thereto,  making  a  complete  surrender  of  the  entire  place  under  his  com- 
mand. This  alone,  if  it  meant  anything,  permitted  me  to  make  any  demands  I  desired 
and  deemed  proper  to  make.  He  agreed,  and  I  then  gave  him  ten  minutes  in  which 
to  write  an  order  to  his  military  authority  in  Agana,  directing  him  to  have  at  this 
landing  at  Petey  at  4  p.  m.  the  54  Spanish  soldiers  with  their  arms,  accouterments, 
and  all  ammunition,  together  with  all  the  Spanish  flags  in  the  place  (four  in  all), 
the  two  lieutenants  of  the  companies  to  march  the  soldiers  down.  This  letter  was 
written,  read  by  me,  and  sent  to  Agana.  A  general  demur  was  made  at  the  hour 
fixed  upon,  but  I  insisted  that  it  must  be  done. 

I  then  gave  all  the  ofScers  an  opportunity  to  write  letters  to  their  families,  which 
letters  were  by  me  considered  private,  and  which  left  their  hands  unread  by  anyone 
but  the  parties  concerned. 
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This  being  concluded  at  11.30, 1  embarted  with  the  governor  and  his  staff,  consist- 
ing of  a  doctor,  the  captain  of  the  port,  and  the  secretary  to  the  governor. 

On  my  return,  when  within  signal  distance  of  one  division  of  the  landing  party 
which  had  been  organized  for  use  in  case  of  emergency,  I  signaled  them  to 
"  Eetum."  When  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  ship  I  stood  to  the  windward  to  send 
the  same  message  to  the  second  division  of  landing  party  in  tow  of  steam  launch. 
In  reply  I  was  requested  to  come  alongside  to  receive  a  message  from  Brigadier- 
General  Anderson— appended,  marked  A — making  signal  "Surrendered"  to  Charlei- 
ton  as  soon  as  I  came  within  signal  distance. 

Having  returned  on  board  with  prisoners  and  reported  verbally  my  actions,  I  was 
directed  to  hold  myself  in  readiness  to  carry  out  the  remainder  of  the  conditions  of 
surrender  at  4  p.  m. 

Leaving  the  ship  with  four  boats  and  all  the  marine  guard  of  this  ship,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Myers,  U.  S.  M.  C,  and  with  Ensign  Waldo  Evans,  U.  S.  N.,  as  my  aid, 
I  left  the  ship  at  3.30  p.  m.  for  Petey,  disarming  the  Spanish  soldiers  and  embark- 
ing them  in  a  scow  pressed  into  service  for  their  transportation  to  the  Charleston. 
The  native  soldiers,  a  couple  of  whom  brought  down  the  rifles  of  two  absentees, 
supposed  to  be  ill,  manifesting  such  great  joy  at  being  relieved  of  their  arms  and 
giving  away  to  men  in  my  force  buttons  and  ornaments  on  their  uniforms,  thereby 
conveying  to  me  the  impression  that  they  were  equally  glad  to  be  rid  of  Spanish 
rule,  were  allowed  by  me  to  return  to  their  homes  without  any  restrictions  what- 
ever, which  action  on  my  part  will,  I  trust,  meet  with  your  approval.  Fifty-four 
Spanish  soldiers  and  two  lieutenants  were  brought  on  board  at  7  p.  m. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  articles  captured:  7,500  ball  cartridges,  7  millimeter 
clips,  Mauser;  2,000  ball  cartridges,  Eemington;  52  belts,  Mauser  rifles ;  45  bayonets 
and  scabbards  for  same;  64  cartridge  boxes,  Eemington;  45  leather  belts,  Eeming- 
ton; 60  bayonet  scabbards,  Eemington;  52  Mauser  rifles,  3  swords,  62  Eemington 
rifles,  4  Spanish  flags. 

In  closing  my  report  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  absolute  obedience  and  splen- 
did discipline  of  all  the  force  (30  marines  and  16  sailors)  I  had  with  me,  particularly 
to  the  efficient  aid  received  from  Lieut.  J.  T.  Myers,  U.  S.  M.  C,  and  Ensign  Waldo 
Evans,  U.  S.  N.  '  >  & 

Both  of  .these  gentlemen  were  fully  alive  to  the  dangers  and  necessities  of  the  occa^ 
sion  and  rendered  most  valuable  assistance. 

A  casual  glance  at  the  class  and  number  of  the  rifles  captured,  together  with  the 
quantity  oi  the  ammunition,  will  demonstrate  the  care  that  had  to  be  exercised  in 
disarming  and  making  prisoners  of  a  force  of  men  more  than  double  the  number  I 
had  with  me,  and  will  also  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  entire  undertaking  was 
neither  devoid  of  danger  nor  risk. 

Very  respectfully,  Wm.  Braunbrseeutheh. 

<-,     .   TT  ^  T^  „  „  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  If. 

Capt.  Henry  Glass,  U.  S.  N.,  ' 

Commanding  V.  8.  S.  Charleston. 


[A.] 

Headquarters  First  Brigade, 

U.  S.  Expeditionary  Fokcbs, 

Steamer  Australia,  June  SO,  1898. 
The  Commanding  Officer  Second  Oregon  Infantry, 

United  States  Volunteers,  Steamer  Australia. 
,.S?„"„7''ffl  commanding  general  directs  that  you  prepare  companies  A  and  D,  one 
^?n  n  i,^,.^rl'.r«  °°^  ^"'P',^^^  K^^^  °^,y'"^^  regiment  to  go  ashore  to-morrow  at 
Im.  "J-' "°  l'^'^  tli«  f  ii'or  line  officer,  who  will  report  upon  landing  to  the  senior 
officer  of  the  landing  forces  from  the  Charleston.  This  force  will  be  used  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  commanding  officer  in  such  operations  on  land  as  may  be  neTessarv  to 
carry  out  orders  from  the  captain  of  the  Charleston  ^       necessary  lo 

The  troops  will  be  in  light  marching  order,  with  rations  for  one  day  in  the  haver- 
sacks, and  40  rounds  of  ammunition.  ^  nd,ver 
You  will  also  detail  from  your  regiment  25  rowers  to  take  this  detachment  to  and 
from  shore.    These  men,  under  the  command  of  a  first  lieutenant,  will  b^  equinned 
"etut TtLTaXigrc7^""^  ^  ^"'  ^'  ^°'  ^'''  ^^'"^^  -*^  *^«  boatsZtiS^he 
On  completion  of  the  above  duties  the  troops  will  return  to  this  shin 
Very  respectfully,                                                                             ^" 

Henry  P.  McCain, 
tirst  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Fourteenth  Infantry 

„  „  -Noting -Resistant  Adjutant- Genern.1 

Commanding  OFricsR,  ./       "  >^enerai. 

Landing  Force  from  the  Charleston. 
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F. 
Prisoners  and  property  captured  at  San  Luis  d'Apra,  Guam,  June  HI,  1898. 

Sefior  D.  Juan  Marina,  lieutenant-colonel,  Spanish  army,  governor  of  Guam. 
Don  Pedro  Duarte,  captain,  Spanish  army,  governor's  secretary. 
Don  Francisco  Garcia  Gutierrez,  lieutenant-commander,  Spanish  navy,  captain  of 
port. 
Don  Josfi  Eomero,  surgeon,  Spanish  army,  health  officer. 
Lieutenant  Eamos,  Spanish  naval  infantry. 
Lieutenant  Berruezo,  Spanish  naval  infantry. 
Fifty-four  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Four  Spanish  flags. 
Fifty-two  Mauser  rifles. 
Sixty-two  Remington  rifles. 
Three  swords. 

Forty-five  bayonets  and  scabbards  for  Mauser  rifles. 
Sixty  bayonets  and  scabbards  for  Remington  rifles. 
Fifty-two  belts  for  Mauser  rifles. 
Forty-five  leather  belts  for  Remington  rifles. 
Sixty-four  cartridge  boxes.  Remington. 
7,500  ball  cartridges,  7  millimeters  clips,  Mauser. 
2,000  ball  cartridges,  Remington. 


U.  S.  S.  Charleston, 
San  Luis  d'Apra,  Guam  Island,  June  SI,  1898. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  the  want  of  berthing  space  on  board  this  ship,  I  request 
that  the  prisoners  of  war  taken  at  this  port  to-day  be  received  on  board  the  trans- 
port steamer  City  of  Sydney,  for  passage  to  Manila,  where  orders  for  their  final  dis- 
position will  be  given  by  the  commander  in  chief.  United  States  naval  force  on 
Asiatic  Station. 
The  cost  of  subsisting  these  prisoners  wiU  be  borne  by  the  Navy  Department. 
I  transmit  herewith  list  of  the  officers  and  men  captured. 
Very  respectfully, 

Henry  Glass, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Brig.  Gen.  T.  M.  Anderson,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Manila  Expedition. 


U.  S.  S.  Charleston,  2d  Rate, 
Fort  San  Luis  d'Apra,  Island  of  Guam,  June  SI,  1898. 

List  of  officers  and  men,  prisoners  of  war. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Marina,  Spanish  army,  governor. 

Captain  Dnarte,  Spanish  army,  secretary. 

Lieutenant  Ramos,  Spanish  naval  infantry. 

Lieutenant  Berruezo,  Spanish  naval  infantry. 

Lieutenant  Commander  Garcia  Gutierrez,  Spanish  navy,  captain  of  port. 

Surgeon  Romero,  Spanish  army. 

Fifty-four  noncommissioned  officers  and  privates. 

Received  the  above-named  officers  and  men  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Charleston. 

T.  S.  Phelps,  Jr., 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N. 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

(1)  PKELIMINARY  ORDERS. 

(2)  BLOCKADE    OF   CUBA  AND    OF    SAN  JUAN,   POETO   RICO,   AND   THE 

OPERATIONS    INCIDENT    THERETO.       (DOES    NOT    INCLUDE    THE 
BOMBARDMENT  OF  SAN  JUAN,  PORTO  RICO.) 

(3)  GENERAL  REPORTS  PROM  CERTAIN  VESSELS;   PRINCIPALLY  THOSE 

COVERING  WHOLE  PERIOD  OF  THE  WAR. 

(4)  THE     CAMPAIGN    AGAINST    THE     SPANISH     FORCE     UNDER    REAR- 

ADMIRAL    PASCUAL    CERVERA,    INCLUDING   THE    BOMBARDMENT 
OF  SAN  JUAN,  PORTO  RICO. 

(5)  SUPPLEMENTARY   REPORTS    BEARING    UPON   THE    NAVAL   BATTLE 

OF  JULY  THIRD. 

(6)  OPERATIONS  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  ARMY. 

(a)  AROUND  CUBA. 

(b)  AROUND  PORTO  RICO. 

(c)  CONVOY,  TRANSPORTING,  AND  LANDING  OF  TROOPS. 


159 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

(1)  PRELIMINARY  ORDERS. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

PBBLIMINABT   ORDERS. 

[Circular  letters,  orders,  and  memoranda  issued  by  tlie  commander  in  chief.] 

[Circnlar  letter  No.  168.] 

XJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Key  West  Harbor,  Fla.,  February  23,  1898. 
Sir:  Until  further  orders  general  quarters  will  be  held  upon  ves- 
sels of  the  squadron  three  times  per  week — Monday,  Wednesday,  and 
Thursday. 

Every  opportunity  will  be  taken  by  vessels  lying  off  Key  West  and 
at  Dry  Tortugas  to  have  subcaliber  practice;  also  small-arm  practice. 
Very  respectfully, 

M.   SiCARD, 

Bear  Admiral, 
Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  OoMMANDraG-  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 


101026. 

[Squadron  General  Order  No.  1.] 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  Yokk,  1st  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  26,  1898. 

(1)  By  direction  of  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  assumed  command 
of  the  United  States  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station  and  hoisted  my  pen- 
nant on  board  of  the  armored  cruiser  Neio  York  at  3.10  p.  m.  to-day. 

(2)  All  regulations,  orders,  etc.,  of  my  predecessor,  Rear- Admiral  JVIontgomery 
Sicard,  will  be  complied  with  until  further  directions. 

(3)  Orders  to  the  fleet  will  be  issued  from  time  to  time  by  numbered  series  of 
general  orders,  circular  letters,  and  memoranda. 

(4)  The  staffs  of  the  commander  in  chief  will  be  composed  of  the  following  ofBcers : 
Personal  staff. — Capt.  F.  E.  Chadwicli,  chief  of  staff;  Lieut.  Sydney  A.  Staunton, 

assistant  chief  of  staff;  Lieut.  Charles  C.  Marsh,  flag  secretary;  Ensign  E.  L.  Ben- 
nett, flag  lieutenant. 

Fleet  staff. — Chief  Engineer  Charles  J.  JMcConnell,  engineer  of  the  fleet;  Pay 
Inspector  Arthur  Burtis,  paymaster  of  the  fleet;  Medical  Inspector  Michael  C. 
Drenuan,  surgeon  of  the  fleet. 

(5)  This  order  will  be  read  at  general  muster  on  board  all  vessels  of  the  station 
upon  its  receipt. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  TJ,  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
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101026. 

[Sqnadron  General  Order  No.  2.] 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  Yohk,  1st  Rate, 

•  Key  West,  Fla.,  March  HI,  1898. 

1.  The  attention  of  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the  Department's  letter  of 
March  24,  1898,  and  memorandum  for  the  commander  in  chief,  which  is  issued  lor 
their  information  and  guidance.  ,  i.  •  i,    j.  j. 

2.  Attention  is  particularly  called  to  that  part  of  the  memorandum  which  states 

what  the  Department  expects  of  the  officers  in  command  of  the  scouts,  picket  boats, 

and  torpedo  boats.  „    „ 

William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

[98136]  Navt  Department, 

Washington,  March  Z4,  1898. 
Sib:  There  is  forwarded  herewith  a  memorandum  containing  certain  suggestions, 
in  regard  to  the  manner  of  carrying  on  a  blockade  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  should  one 
be  established.  This  memorandum  is  based  largely  on  certain  suggestions  made  by 
Captain  Mahan.  In  case  of  a  blockade,  the  Department  expects  you  to  foUow  out 
only  such  details  as  in  your  judgment  you  deem  proper. 

The  Department  desires  that  yon  make  public  in  the  squadron  the  tenor  of  that 
part  of  the  memorandum  which  refers  to  what  the  Department  expects  of  the  officers 
in  command  of  the  scouts,  picket  boats,  and  torpedo  boats. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Memorandara  for  the  commandor  in  cMef  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron.] 

Navy  Department, 
Washington,  March  SS,  1398. 

In  time  of  war  the  commander  in  chief  must,  to  a  very  great  extent,  control  his  own 
vessels  and  act  on  his  own  responsibility ;  but  the  Department  deems  it  worth  while 
to  lay  before  him  certain  suggestions  for  his  consideration  in  connection  with  the 
probable  uses  to  which  the  fleet  will  be  put  in  the  event  of  war  with  Spain. 

Until  it  is  possible  to  concentrate  the  fleet  and  strike  a  telling  blow  at  the  Spanish 
fleet,  it  is  probable  that  much  of  its  work  will  be  in  blockading  Cuba.  The  Depart- 
ment will  endeavor  to  furnish  the  commander  in  chief  with  a  sufficient  number  of 
vessels  to  establish  a  strict  blockade,  particularly  of  the  western  half  of  the  island, 
and  of  the  ports  of  Havana  and  Matanzas  in  especial.  Off  much  of  the  coast,  and  off 
the  smaller  harbors,  a  single  vessel  cruising  to  and  fro  may  be  aU  that  is  needed; 
this  vessel  of  course  keeping  touch  with  the  rest  of  the  fleet  when  possible.  Off  an 
important  port,  and  notably  off  the  port  of  Havanai,  in  the  event  of  torpedo  vessels 
being  within  it,  there  should  probably  be  three  lines  of  blockade.  The  inner  line 
should  consist  of  small,  fast  vessels,  either  torpedo  boats  or  revenue  cutters,  tugs, 
and  the  like,  improvised  to  act  as  torpedo-boat  destroyers  and  scouts,  whose  station 
shall  be  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  These  vessels  would  of  course  stop  block- 
ade runners;  but  the  prime  object  of  their  being  would  be  to  prevent  the  egress  of 
torpedo  boats.  They  should  not  only  watch  the  latter,  but  should  unhesitatingly 
attack  them,  no  matter  what  the  odds  may  be  at  the  moment.  Even  if  sunk  they 
will  have  achieved  a  most  useful  end  if  they  cripple  a  torpedo  boat.  They  should 
fire  upon  and  chase  any  hostile  craft  leaving  port,  an*"  the  vessels  not  engaged  should 
at  once  steam  to  the  firing.  The  Department  will  gi/e  ample  recognition  to  gallan- 
try and  efficiency  displayed  by  the  commanders  of  these  craft,  and  the  men  in  com- 
mand of  them  will  be  expected  to  run  risks  and  take  chances.  Their  duty  ia  at  all 
hazards  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy's  torpedo  boats  upon 
the  battle  ships  and  squadron. 

The  second  line  will  be  placed  2  or  3  miles  outside  of  this  inner  one,  and  will  con- 
sist, so  far  as  is  possible,  of  vessels  like  the  Cincinnati  or  Detroit,  which  in  case  oi 


*  Date  undoubtedly  wrong     It  is  probable  that  this  order  should  have  been  dated 
March  27. 
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need  could  promptly  go  to  the  first  line  of  blockade.  Outside  of  this  second  line 
will  cruise  the  squadrou  of  battle  ships,  which  in  the  discretion  of  the  commander  in 
chief  may  lie  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  port,  and  may  change  position  after 
nightfall.  Of  course  no  definite  rule  can  be  laid  down  asto  the  position  of  this  squad- 
ron, for  the  commander  in  chief  must  be  guided  by  circumstances  as  they  arise;  but 
it  is  worth  calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  battle  fleet  must  keep  the  sea, 
so  as  to  make  the  blockade  technically  valid.  The  efficiency  of  the  blockade  does 
not  depend  upon  the  immediate  presence  of  the  fleet  itself,  but  upon  the  fact  that  its 
support  is  always  at  hand,  to  support  the  inshore  squadron  and  prevent  the  latter 
from  being  driven  oif  by  the  enemy  in  port.  A  distance  of  25  miles  may  be  near  enough, 
and  if  the  position  of  the  battle  fleet  can  always  be  changed  after  nightfall,  the 
chance  of  successful  assault  by  the  enemy's  torpedo  boats  will  be  minimized.  The 
Department  would  again  repeat,  however,  that  the  captains  in  the  inshore  squadrons 
must  understand  that  their  duty  is  at  any  hazard  to  prevent  hostile  torpedo  boats 
getting  by  them,  to  detect,  and,  more  than  that,  to  immediately  grapple  with  and 
fight  them  under  any  circumstances.  The  torpedo  boats,  and  even  the  torpedo-boat 
destroyers,  lose  nine-tenths  of  their  menace  when  detected;  and,  moreover,  they  are 
fragile  and  easily  destroyed. 

Each  man  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  inshore  squadron  should  have  in  him  the 
stuff  out  of  which  to  make  a  possible  Gushing;  and  if  the  man  wins,  the  recognition 
given  him  shall  be  as  great  as  that  given  to  Gushing,  so  far  as  the  Department  can 
bring  this  about. 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


[Circular  letter  No.  1.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  27,  1898. 
Sir:  All  vessels  except  torpedo  boats  will  be  painted  lead  color. 
Commanding  officers  can  obtain  a  sample  color  by  sending  to  flagship 
if  not  otherwise  supplied. 
Boats,  guns,  hand  rails  will  not  be  painted  at  present. 
The  order  applies  to  hull,  superstructures,  masts,  and  smokestacks,  etc. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain,  JJ.  8.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  8.  8. , 


^Circular  letter  No.  3.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  March  28,  1898. 
Sir:  Commanding  officers  of  ships  are  directed  to  land  at  Fort  Tay- 
lor, Key  West,  for  temporary  storage,  such  articles  of  equipment,  con- 
struction, etc.,  as  in  their  opinion  will  not  be  needed  on  board  during 
active  operations.  During  smooth  weather  a  landing  can  probably  be 
effected  on  the  sea  side  of  the  fort  near  the  breakwater. 

Very  respectfully, 

William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  8.  8. . 
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[Circular  letter  Ko.  5.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  1,  1898. 

8m :  A  cruiser  and  two  torpedo  boats  will  be  detailed  nightly  to 
proceed  on  picket  duty  about  10  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  flagship. 

The  torpedo  boats  will  be  assigned  stations,  one  to  the  eastward  and 
one  to  the  westward  of  the  cruiser,  at  a  distance  of  about  5  miles  from 
her.  The  boats  will  move  to  and  fro  from  the  cruiser  toward  the  reef, 
covering  a  distance  of  about  10  miles  from  her  and  sighting  her  fre- 
quently. 

The  cruiser  will  keep  her  running  lights,  but  the  torpedo  boats  will 
mask  theirs. 

In  case  a  suspicious  vessel  is  seen  standing  northward,  a  torpedo 
boat  will  approach  the  flagship  sufficiently  to  enable  rockets  to  be  seen, 
and  two  will  be  fired  simultaneously.  The  boat  will  then  run  in  for  the 
squadron  at  full  speed  and  communicate,  using  her  private  signal  as 
she  approaches  the  squadron. 

All  will  return  to  their  anchorage  in  the  inner  harbor  at  early  day- 
light. 

The  Cincinnati  will  take  this  duty  April  1,  her  commanding  ofiBcer 
arranging  with  the  commanding  offiicer  of  the  torpedo  boat  flotilla  as 
to  the  detail  of  torpedo  boats. 

This  duty  will  in  general  be  taken  successively  by  the  cruisers  in  the 
order  of  the  rank  of  their  commanding  officers. 

The  senior  officer  at  the  inner  anchorage  is  hereby  charged  with  the 
execution  of  this  order. 

Very  respectfully,  William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 


[Circular  letter  No.  7.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  1, 1898. 
Sir:  The  following  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  the  Bureau  of 
Navigation  is  published  for  your  information : 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  1,  1898. 
Sampson,  Key  Weal,  Fla.: 

Aiitliorized  to  waive  age  limits  on  enlistments  for  all  ratings  at  discretion,  but 
use  carefnl  judgment  in  so  doing.  Authorized  to  enlist  well-qualified  men  for  one 
year,  unless  sooner  discharged,  noting  on  enlistment  records  Department  will  grant 
discharge,  if  requested,  before  expiration  of  enlistment,  provided  exigencies  of  serv- 
ice permit.    What  progress  have  you  made  in  enlistments? 

Chowninshield. 
Very  respectfully,  William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  8.  S. . 
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[Circular  letter  No.  30.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  16, 1898. 
Sir:  In  order  to  aid  in  distinguishing  our  ships  in  time  of  action, 
etc.,  the  smoke  pipes  of  all  vessels  of  the  fleet  will  be  painted  with  a 
black  band  around  the  top,  varying  in  width  from  4  feet  for  the  larger 
to  2  feet  for  the  smaller,  as  tugs,  torpedo  boats,  etc. 

This  mark  has  been  adopted  by  the  Flying  Squadron,  and,  it  is 
believed,  will  serve  for  quick  recognition. 

Commanding  officers  in  complying  with  this  order  will  not  make  pub- 
lic the  reason  assigned. 

Very  respectfully,  William  T.  Sampson, 

Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  Zf.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 


[Circular  letter  No.  35.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  19,  1898. 
Sir  :  Immediately  upon  receipt  of  this  letter  you  will  have  the  war 
heads  (but  without  the  detonator)  placed  on  all  torpedoes. 
Very  respectfully, 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Captain,  Commander  in  Chief  Zf.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. 


104748. 
101026. 

[Squadron  Goueral  Order  No.  6.] 

NouTH  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tore,  1st  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  U,  1898. 
Having  received  the  following  telegraphic  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department : 

"You  are  assigned  to  command  of  the  United  States  forces  on  the  North  Atlantic 
Station,  with  the  rank  of  a  rear-admiral.  Hoist  the  flag  of  a  rear-admiral  imme- 
diate] v. 

Long." 

I  shall  hoist  the  flag  of  a  rear-admiral  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  the  22d 
instant. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S,  Naval  Force,, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


106367. 

[Squadron  General  Order  No.  7.] 

NoKTH  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Off  Bavana  Sarlor,  Cuba,  April  ^%,  1898. 
Sir  :  The  accompanying  is  a  proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
conceming  a  blockade  of  Cuban  ports. 

You  will  cause  a  copy  of  this  proclamation  to  be  delivered  to  the  captains  of  all 
neutral  vessels  boarded  and  entitled  to  such  notification,  i.  e.,  who  have  not  had 
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previous  notification— actual  or  constractive— of  the  existence  of  the  blockade,  and 
an  entry  made  in  said  neutral  ship's  log  that  a  copy  has  been  so  given  the  captain. 
Very  respectfully,  _    „ 

'  William  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Circular  letter.No.  38.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  ]^ew  York,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  April  35,  1898. 
Sir  :  There  have  been  received  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  "  ships' 
papers"  of  various  nationalities. 

One  copy  of  each  received,  or  that  is  received  subsequently,  Tvill  be 
found  on  the  ship  of  the  senior  officer  of  each  division  or  squadron  away 
from  the  commander  in  chief,  and  may  be  consulted  in  case  of  any  doubt 
as  to  the  papers  of  a  ship  boarded. 
The  supply  is  not  sufficient  to  furnish  each  ship  a  copy. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  8. . 


121913. 
101026. 

[Squadron  General  Order  No.  10.] 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  11,  1898. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  BLOCKADING   VESSELS   AND  CRUISERS. 
(To  replace  the  instructions  of  May  2.) 

1.  The  vessels  of  this  squadron,  ■while  engaged  in  blockading  and  cruising  service, 
■will  be  governed  by  the  rules  of  international  law  and  the  decisions  of  prize  courts 
laid  down  in  the  text-books  and  manuals  furnished  by  the  Navy  Department  to 
ships'  libraries,  and  by  the  provisions  of  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
other  powers. 

The  foUo^wing  brief  instructions,  based  upon  the  above  rules  and  decisions,  are 
established  for  convenient  reference : 

BLOOKADB. 

2.  A  blockade,  to  be  effective  and  binding,  must  be  maintained  by  a  force  sufBcient 
to  render  ingress  to  or  egress  from  the  port  dangerous.  If  the  blockading  vessels  be 
driven  away  by  stress  of  weather,  returning  without  delay  to  their  stations,  the 
continuity  of  the  blockade  is  not  thereby  broken;  but  if  they  leave  their  stations 
voluntarily,  except  for  purposes  of  the  blockade,  such  as  chasing  a  blockade  runner, 
or  are  driven  away  by  an  enemy's  force,  the  blockade  is  abandoned  or  broken,  and 
new  notice  as  to  the  port  or  ports  affected  becomes  necessary.  As  a  suspension  of  a 
blockade  is  a  serious  matter,  requiring  new  notification,  and  thereby  interfering 
with  the  efficiency  of  the  blockade,  commanding  officers  will  exercise'  special  care 
not  to  give  grounds  for  such  allegation. 

NOTIFICATIONS  TO  NEUTRALS. 

3.  Neutral  vessels  are  entitled  to  notification  of  a  blockade  before  they  can  be 
made  prize  for  its  attempted  violation.  The  character  of  this  notification  is  not 
material.  It  may  be  actual,  as  by  a  vessel  of  the  blockading  force,  or  constructive, 
as  by  a  pioclamation  of  the  Government  maintaining  the  blockade,  or  by  common 
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notoriety.  If  a  neutral  vessel  can  be  shown  to  have  had  notice  of  the  blockade  in 
any  way,  she  is  good  prize  and  should  be  seiit  in  for  adjudication ;  but  should  formal 
notice  not  have  been  given,  the  rule  of  constructive  knowledge  arising  from  notoriety 
should  be  construed  in  a  manner  liberal  to  the  neutral. 

4.  Vessels  appearing  before  a  blockaded  port,  having  sailed  without  notification, 
are  entitled  to  actual  notice  by  a  blockading  vessel.  They  should  be  boarded  by  an 
officer,  who  should  enter  in  the  ship's  log  the  fact  of  such  notice,  such  entry  to 
include  the  name  of  the  blockading  vessel  giving  notice,  the  extent  of  the  blockade, 
the  date  and  place,  verified  by  his  official  signature.  The  vessel  is  then  to  be  set 
free,  and  should  she  again  attempt  to  enter  the  same  or  any  other  blockaded  port, 
she  is  good  prize. 

5.  Should  it  appear  from  a  vessel's  clearance  that  she  sailed  after  the  notice  of 
blockade  had  been  communicated  to  the  country  of  her  port  of  dejiarture,  or  after 
the  fact  of  the  blockade  had,  by  fair  assumption,  become  commonly  known  at  that 
port,  she  should  be  sent  in  as  a  prize.  There  are,  however,  treaty  exceptions  to  this 
rule,  and  these  exceptions  should  be  strictly  observed. 

6.  A  neutral  vessel  may  sail  in  good  faith  for  a  blockaded  port  with  an  alternative 
destination  to  be  decided  u))on  by  information  as  to  the  continuance  of  the  blockade 
obtained  at  an  intermediate  port.  But  in  such  case  she  is  not  allowed  to  continue 
her  voyage  to  the  blockaded  port  in  alleged  quest  of  information  as  to  the  status 
of  the  blockade,  but  must  obtain  it  and  decide  upon  her  course  before  she  arrives  in 
suspicious  vicinity;  and  if  the  blockade  has  been  formally  established  with  due 
notification,  any  doubt  as  to  the  good  faith  of  such  a  proceeding  should  go  against 
the  neutral  and  subject  her  to  seizure. 

7.  In  accordance  with  the  rule  adopted  by  the  United  States  in  the  existing  war 
with  Spain,  neutral  vessels  found  in  port  at  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  a  block- 
ade will,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  United  States,  be  allowed  thirty  days  from 
the  establishment  of  the  blockade  to  load  their  cargoes  and  depart  from  such  port. 

8.  A  vessel,  under  any  circumstances,  resisting  the  visit  of  a  blockading  vessel, 
destroying  her  papers,  presenting  fraudulent  papers,  or  attempting  to  escape,  should 
be  sent  in  for  adjudication.  The  liability  of  a  blockade  runner  to  capture  and-con- 
demnation  begins  and  terminates  with  her  voyage.  If  there  is  good  evidence  that 
she  sailed  with  intent  to  evade  the  blockade,  she  is  good  prize  from  the  moment  she 
appears  upon  the  high  seas.  Similarly,  if  she  has  succeeded  in  escaping  from  a  block- 
aded port,  she  is  liable  to  capture  at  any  time  before  she  reaches  her  home  port,  but 
with  the  termination  of  the  voyage  the  offense  ends. 

9.  The  crews  of  blockade  runners  are  not  enemies,  and  should  be  treated,  not  as 
prisoners  of  war,  but  with  every  consideration.  Any  of  the  officers  or  crew,  how- 
ever, whose  testimony  before  the  prize  court  may  be  desired,  should  be  detained  as 
witnesses. 

10.  The  men-of-war  of  neutral  powers  should  be,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  allowed 
free  passage  to  and  from  a  blockaded  port. 

11.  Blockade  running  is  a  distinct  offense,  and  subjects  the  vessel  attempting  or 
sailing  with  the  intent  to  commit  it  to  seizure,  without  regard  to  the  nature  of  her 
cargo.  The  presence  of  contraband  of  war  in  the  cargo  becomes  a  distinct  cause  of 
seizure  of  the  vessel  where  she  is  bound  to  a  port  of  the  enemy  not  blockaded,  and 
to  which,  contraband  of  war  excepted,  she  is  free  to  trade. 

BIGHT  OF  SEABCH. 

12.  The  belligerent  right  of  search  may  be  exercised  without  previous  notice  upon 
all  neutral  vessels  after  the  beginning  of  war  to  determine  their  nationality,  the 
character  of  their  cargo,  and  the  ports  between  which  they  are  trading. 

13.  This  right  should  be  exercised  with  tact  and  consideration,  and  in  strict 
conformity  with  treaty  provisions  wherever  they  exist.  The  following  directions 
are  given,  subject  to  any  special  treaty  stipulations :  After  firing  a  blank  charge  and 
causing  the  vessel  to  lie  to,  the  cruiser  should  send  a  small  boat,  no  larger  than  a 
whaleboat,  with  an  officer  to  conduct  the  search.  There  may  be  arms  in  the  boat, 
but  the  men  should  not  wear  them  on  their  persons.  The  officer,  wearing  only  his 
side  arms,  and  accompanied  on  board  by  not  more  than  two  men  of  his  boat's  crew, 
unarmed,  should  first  examine  the  vessel's  papers  to  ascertain  her  nationality  and 
her  ports  of  departure  and  destination.  If  she  is  neutral  and  trading  between  neu- 
tral ports,  the  examination  goes  no  further.  If  she  is  neutral  and  bound  to  an 
enemy's  port  not  blockaded,  the  papers  which  indicate  the  character  of  her  cargo 
should  be  examined.  If  these  show  contraband  of  war,  the  vessel  should  be  seized; 
if  not,  she  should  be  set  free.  No  sealed  hatches  should  be  broken  nor  any  exnmina- 
tion  of  the  cargo  made. 

14.  Irrespective  of  the  character  of  the  cargo,  or  her  purported  destination,  a 
neutral  vessel  shonld  be  seized  if  she — 

I.  Attempts  to  avoid  search  by  escape;  but  this  must  be  clearly  evident. 
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II.  Resists  search  with  violence. 

III.  Presents  fraudulent  papers. 

IV.  Is  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  papers  to  establish  the  objects  of  search. 
V.  Destroys,  defaces,  or  conceals  papers. 

15.  A  neutral  vessel  carrying  hostile  despatches,  when  a  despatch  vessel  practi- 
cally in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  is  liable  to  seizure ;  but  not  when  she  is  a  mail 
packet  and  carries  them  in  the  regular  and  customary  manner,  either  as  a  part  of 
the  mail  in  her  mail  bags  or  separately  as  a  matter  of  accommodation  and  without 
special  arrangement  or  remuneration. 

16.  A  neutral  vessel  in  the  service  of  the  enemy,  in  the  transportation  of  troops  or 
military  persons,  is  liable  to  seizure. 

MEECHAUT  VESSELS  OF  THE  ENHMT. 

17.  Are  good  prize  and  may  be  seized  anywhere,  except  in  neutral  waters.  To 
this  rule,  however,  the  President's  proclamation  of  April  26, 1898,  made  the  following 
exceptions: 

"  (4)  Spanish  merchant  vessels  in  any  ports  or  places  within  the  United  States 
shall  be  allowed  till  May  21,  1898,  inclusive,  for  loading  their  cargoes  and  departing 
from  such  places,  and  such  Spanish  merchant  vessels,  if  met  at  sea  by  any  United 
States  ship,  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  their  voyage  if,  on  examination  of  their 
papers,  it  shall  appear  that  their  cargoes  were  taken  on  board  before  the  expiration 
of  the  above  term :  Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  apply  to  Spanish 
vessels  having  on  board  any  officer  in  the  military  or  naval  service  of  the  enemy,  or 
any  coal  (except  such  as  may  be  necessary  for  their  voyage),  or  any  other  article  pro- 
hibited or  contraband  of  war,  or  any  dispatch  of  or  to  the  Spanish  Government. 

"(5)  Any  Spanish  merchant  vessel  which,  prior  to  April  21, 1898,  shall  have  sailed 
from  any  foreign  port  bound  for  any  port  or  place  in  the  United  States,  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  enter  such  port  or  place  and  to  discharge  her  cargo,  and  afterwards  forth- 
with to  depart  without  molestation;  and  any  such  vessel,  if  met  at  sea  by  any 
United  States  ship,  shall  be  permitted  to  continue  her  voyage  to  any  port  not 
blockaded." 

ENEMY'S  PEOPKKTT  IN  NEUTEAI.  VESSELS  NOT  COHTaABAND  OF  WAB. 

18.  The  President,  by  his  proclamation  of  April  26,  1898,  declared : 

"(1)  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's  goods,  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of 
war." 

SBNDINQ  IN  PRIZE. 

19.  Prizes  should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication,  unless  otherwise  directed,  to  the 
nearest  home  port  in  which  a  prize  court  may  be  sitting. 

20.  The  prize  should  be  delivered  to  the  court  In  as  nearly  as  possible  her  condi- 
tion at  the  time  of  seizure;  and  to  this  end  her  papers  should  be  sealed  at  the  time 
of  seizure  and  kept  in  the  custody  of  the  prize  master.  Attention  is  called  in  this 
connection  to  articles  16  and  17  for  the  government  of  the  United  States  Navy. 

21.  All  witnesses  whose  testimony  is  necessary  to  the  adjudication  of  the  prize 
should  be  detained  and  sent  in  with  her,  and,  if  circumstances  permit,  it  is  preferable 
that  the  officer  making  the  search  should  act  as  prize  master. 

22.  As  to  the  delivery  of  the  prize  to  the  judicial  authority,  consult  sections 
4615,  4616,  aud  4617,  Revised  Statutes  of  1878.  The  papers,  including  the  log  book, 
of  the  prize,  are  delivered  to  the  prize  commissioners,  the  witnesses  to  the  custody 
of  the  United  States  marshal,  and  the  prize  itself  remains  in  the  custody  of  the 
prize  master  until  the  court  issues  process  directing  one  of  its  officers  to  take  charge. 

23.  The  title  to  property  seized  as  prize,  either  vessels  or  cargo,  changes  only  by 
decision  rendered  by  the  prize  court,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  practicable,  all  cap- 
tures should  be  sent  in  for  adjudication  intact,  in  the  condition  in  which  they  were 
seized.  But  if  the  vessels  tiiemselves  or  their  cargoes  are  necessary  for  immediate 
public  use,  they  may  be  converted  to  such  use,  a  careful  inventory  and  appraisal 
being  made  by  impartial  persons  and  certified  to  the  prize  court. 

24.  If  there  are  controlling  reasons  why  vessels  may  not  be  sent  in  for  adjudica- 
tion, as  unseaworthiness,  the  existence  of  infectious  diseases,  the  lack  of  a  prize 
crew,  they  may  be  appraised  and  sold ;  aud  if  this  can  not  be  done  they  may  be  de- 
stroyed. The  imminent  danger  of  recapture  would  justify  destruction  if  there  was 
no  doubt  that  the  vessel  was  good  prize.  In  all  such  cases  all  the  papers  and  other 
testimony  should  be  sent  to  the  prize  court  in  order  that  a  decree  may  be  duly 
entered,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale,  if  sold,  or  an  amount  equal  to  the  appraised  valua- 
tion, if  taken  for  Government  use,  must  be  deposited  subject  to  the  order  of  the 
court. 

William  T.  Sampson, 

Rear- Admiral, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Kaval  Force,  North  Atlantio  atation. 
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[Confidential.] 

Washington,  April  6, 1898. 
Sib  :  In  the  event  of  liostilities  with  Spain,  the  Department  wishes  you 
to  do  all  in  your  power  to  capture  or  destroy  the  Spanish  war  vessels 
in  West  Indian  waters,  including  the  small  gunboats    which    are 
stationed  along  the  coast  of  Cuba. 

2.  The  Department  does  not  wish  the  vessels  of  your  squadron  to 
be  exposed  to  the  flre  of  the  batteries  at  Havana,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  or 
other  strongly  fortified  ports  in  Cuba,  unless  the  more  formidable  Span- 
ish vessels  should  take  refuge  within  those  harbors.  Even  in  this  case 
the  Department  would  suggest  that  a  rigid  blockade  and  employment 
of  our  torpedo  boats  might  accomplish  the  desired  object,  viz,  the 
destruction  of  the  enemy's  vessels,  without  subjecting  unnecessarily 
our  own  men-of-war  to  the  flre  of  the  land  batteries. 

There  are  two  reasons  for  this: 

First.  There  may  be  no  United  States  troops  to  occupy  any  captured 
stronghold,  or  to  protect  from  riot  and  arson,  until  after  the  dry  season 
begins,  about  the  first  of  October. 

Second.  The  lack  of  docking  facilities  makes  it  particularly  desirable 
that  our  vessels  should  not  be  crippled  before  the  capture  or  destruc- 
tion of  Spain's  most  formidable  vessels. 

3.  The  Department  further  desires  that,  in  case  of  war,  you  will 
maintain  a  strict  blockade  of  Cuba,  particularly  at  the  ports  of  Havana, 
Matanzas,  and,  if  possible,  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Manzanillo,  and 
Oienfaegos.  Such  a  blockade  may  cause  the  Spaniards  to  yield  before 
the  rainy  season  is  over. 

4.  All  prizes  should  be  sent  to  Key  West  or  other  available  United 
States  ports  for  adjudication. 

5.  Should  it  be  decided  to  furnish  the  insurgents  with  arms  and 
ammunition,  the  Department  suggests  that  Nuevitas  and  Puerto  Padre 
would  be  the  most  suitable  places  to  land  them  and  establish  commu- 
nications with  the  Cuban  forces. 

6.  Should  the  Department  learn  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  gone  to 
Porto  Eico,  it  is  possible  that  the  Plying  Squadron  may  be  sent 
thither,  in  which  case  some  of  your  vessels  may  be  needed  to  reenforce 
that  squadron. 

7.  The  Department  hopes  to  be  able  to  cut  the  cable  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  even  if  it  has  to  employ  a  special  cable  vessel  for  this  purpose, 
and  it  also  has  under  consideration  the  practicability  of  cutting  the 
cable  near  Havana  and  connecting  the  end  to  one  of  the  vessels  of  your 
command,  so  that  you  can  always  be  in  communication  with  the  Depart- 
ment. Whether  or  not  this  plan  is  feasible  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined.   Please  consider  it. 

8.  The  Department  need  not  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  for 
stringent  sanitary  regulations.  It  leaves  this  matter,  as  well  as  the 
details  in  regard  to  conducting  operations,  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
in  whose  judgment  it  has  the  greatest  confidence. 

Wishing  you  every  success,  very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Commander  in  Chief, 

U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
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107181. 

[Importance  of  Immediate  and  vigorous  operations  against  Havana.] 

TJ.  8.  PiiAOSHiP  New  Tokk,  1st  Eate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  9,  1898, 

My  Dear  Mr.  Seobbtaey  :  I  have  received  your  confideutial  letter 
of  April  6. 

1  sympathize  with  all  you  say  about  guarding  our  big  ships  against  a 
possibly  serious  loss  while  the  enemy's  fleet  is  still  intact.  At  the  same 
time  I  regard  it  as  very  important  to  strike  quickly  and  strike  hard  as 
soon  as  hostilities  commence.  Havana  is  well  defended  by  three  or  four 
batteries  to  the  eastward  of  the  entrance,  mounting  guns  from  6  to  12- 
inch  caliber.  On  the  western  side  of  the  entrance  there  are  three  bat- 
teries, the  guns  varying  in  caliber  from  8  to  12-inch,  and  two  mortar 
batteries.  All  the  batteries  face  seaward,  and  those  to  the  west  of  the 
entrance  are  quite  near  the  shore.  All  are  open  batteries,  with  heavy 
traverses  between  the  guns.  The  guns  and  people  who  serve  them  are 
quite  unprotected. 

These  batteries  are  well  calculated  to  keep  off  a  fleet  from  seaward, 
which  approaches  to  within  a  moderate  distance  of  a  few  thousand  yards. 
I  do  not  think  they  are  well  placed  to  resist  an  attack  (for  instance,  the 
western  batteries)  from  the  westward  and  close  in  shore,  where  the 
batteries  would  be  exposed  to  a  flank  flre,  or  to  the  fire  of  our  big  ships 
at  short  range,  where  the  secondary  batteries  would  have  full  effect. 
Even  under  these  circumstances  the  ships  must  have  such  a  heavy  flre 
that  the  men  in  the  batteries  would  be  overwhelmed  by  its  volume. 
Before  the  Puritan  and  Amphitrite  arrived  I  was  not  entirely  sanguine 
of  the  success  of  such  an  attack.  Since  their  arrival  yesterday  I  have 
little  doubt  of  its  success. 

Although  the  monitors  are  weak  in  secondary  fire  I  expected  to  put 
a  cruiser  with  heavy  secondary  flre  in  the  interval  between  each  two  of 
them.  In  this  way  I  do  not  think  the  Spaniards  would  be  able  to  fire. 
They  would  be  driven  away  from  their  guns  and  kept  away,  while  the 
flre  of  the  ships  would  so  injure  the  guns  or  mounts  that  they  would  be 
unserviceable.  Although  the  defenses  west  of  the  entrance  are  stronger 
than  those  east,  the  flrst  has  the  advantage  for  us  that  all  the  projectiles 
which  miss  the  batteries  will  fall  in  the  city  and  furnish  an  additional 
inducement  for  the  surrender  of  the  city. 

In  the  memorandum  which  I  furnished  to  the  commanding  oflcers  of 
ships  I  provided  that  if  our  ships  were  not  numerous  enough,  or  the 
Spaniards  proved  better  than  I  expected,  we  were  at  once  to  haul  off  and 
substitute  for  the  direct  attack  a  close  blockade  of  the  port,  which  was 
to  be  extended  east  and  west  to  adjoining  ports  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Having  silenced  the  western  batteries,  it  would  be  quite  practicable  to 
shell  the  city,  which  I  would  do  only  after  warning  given  twenty-four 
hours  in  advance. 

I  see  theforceof  yourreasoningthat  we  would  have  no  troops  to  occupy 
the  city  if  it  did  surrender,  yet,  Mr.  Secretary,  it  will  be  very  unfortu- 
nate, besides  a  great  loss  of  time,  if  we  must  delay  until  the  rainy  season 
is  over.  Probably  a  close  blockade  would  terminate  the  trouble  before 
October. 

I  shall  do  my  utmost  to  carry  out  your  wishes  as  set  forth  in  your  let- 
ter.   At  the  same  time  I  hope  you  will  consider  the  plan  I  have  here 
outlined.    I  have  discussed  the  matter  freely  with  Captains  Evans 
Taylor,  and  Ohadwick,  and  all  unite  with  me  that  the  direct  attack  is 
sufficiently  promising  to  warrant  its  trial. 
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I  don't  think  the  plan  of  cutting  the  cable  at  Havana  a'nd  taking  the 
end  on  board  ship  would  succeed,  for  a  ship  could  not  anchor  off  Havana. 
I  have  already  telegraphed  you  to  send  means  for  grappling  a  cable, 
with  the  intention  of  cutting  those  at  Guantanamo  and  Santiago. 

I  will  try  [to]  keep  you  informed  of  our  doings  after  leaving  here  by 
a  cruiser  sent  here  to  the  telegraph  line. 

We  are  working  day  and  night  to  keep  the  ships  in  readiness  for  service. 
The  Helena  and  Puritan  are  now  under  repairs,  which  will  occupy  sev- 
eral days.    There  will  be  no  delay  in  moving  when  the  order  comes. 
KespectfuUy, 

"W.  T.  Sampson. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Kavy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


Washington,  April  7, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West : 

Double  row  torpedoes  placed  across  entrance  Havana. 

Long. 

Washington,  April  9, 1898. 
Fern,  Havana: 

All  United  States  vessels  are  to  leave  when  the  United  States  consul- 
general  leaves.    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

Long. 


Havana,  April  9, 1898. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

All  United  States  vessels  sailed  except  schooner  John  B.  Bergen. 
That  can  leave  Monday  noon,  and  schooner  Powell,  unloading  lumber, 
about  which  hope  satisfactory  arrangements  can  be  made. 

OOWLES. 


Havana,  April  9, 1898. 
Secretaby  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Pern,  United  States  consul-general,  and  Bache  leave  to-day  for  Key 
West. 

COWLES. 


Washington,  April  11, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

If  you  have  to  blockade  Cuba,  how  many  armed  auxiliaries  would 
you  desire,  and  what  size? 

Long. 


Washington,  April  20, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

French  cable  into  Guantanamo  passes  through  a  point  in  six  fathoms, 
nine  hundred  yards  south,  sixty  degrees  west  true  from  Fisherman's 
Point,  as  shown  on  H.  O.  Chart  No.  three  seventy-seven  B,  probably 
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marked  by  buoy.  In  eighteen  ninety  the  Madrid  hydrograpliic  office 
published  a  statement  that  line  of  cable  is  indicated  by  four  posts 
situated  on  land,  three  on  Cayo  Toro,  and  one  on  Cayo  Oaoba.  Western 
Union  has  beeii  asked  to  order  machinery  by  telegraph  turned  over  to 
you. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  31, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.  : 

You  are  assigned  to  command  of  the  United  States  naval  force  on 
the  North  Atlantic  Station,  with  the  rank  of  a  rear-admiral.  Hoist  the 
flag  of  a  rear-admiral  immediately. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  21, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Blockade  coast  of  Cuba  immediately  from  Cardenas  to  Bahia  Honda. 
Blockade  Cienfuegos,  if  it  is  considered  advisable.  Issue  a  proclama- 
tion of  blockade  covering  blockaded  ports.  Permit  neutrals  now  load- 
ing to  come  out.  Do  not  bombard,  according  to  terms  of  my  letter  of 
April  6. 

Long. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  April  21, 1898. 
Seceetaut  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Do  not  understand  instructions  to  issue  proclamation  of  blockade? 
Do  you  mean  notice  of  blockade?  I  am  ready  to  start.  Shall  I  await 
additional  instructions? 

Sampson. 


[Memorandum  for  the  information  of  Attorney-General.] 

Washington,  April  21, 1898. 

The  orders  sent  to  Eear- Admiral  Sampson  to-day  provide  for  a 
blockade  of  the  following  points  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  and  all 
points  on  the  coast  between  Cardenas  and  Bahia  Honda : 

Santa  Clara  Bay,  Cardenas,  Cardenas  Bay,  Port  Matanzas,  Matanzas, 
Jaruco  River,  Eiver  Cojimar,  Havana,  Chorrera,  Mariel,  Cabanas,  Bahia 
Honda. 

The  blockade  of  Cienfuegos  and  adjacent  waters  is,  for  the  time  being, 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

Long. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  April  23, 1898. 
Sboebtaey  op  the  Kavy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  J).  G.  : 
Blockade  established  at  following  ports:  Mariel,  Havana,  Matanzas, 
and  Cardenas. 

Sampson. 
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Natal  Station,  Key  West,  April  23, 1898. 
Sbceetabt  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  Admiral  left  yesterday  at  6.30  a.  m.  (April  22).  Off  Havana. 
According  to  the  last  order  our  fleet  is  reported  to  be  north  coast  of 
Cuba  iu  three  divisions  with  one  special  service  squadron.  Comman- 
der Lyon  cable  censor.  Torpedo  boats  remain  here  to  communicate. 
The  Dolphin  and  torpedo  boats,  three  tugs,  and  Hornet  at  Key  West. 

FOKSYTHE. 

Washington,  April  31, 1898. 

SiH :  The  Department's  instructions  of  April  6  are  modified  as  follows : 

Tou  will  immediately  institute  a  blockade  of  the  north  coast  of  Cuba, 
extending  from  Cardenas  on  the  east  to  Bahia  Honda  on  the  west; 
also,  if  in  your  opinion  your  force  warrants,  the  port  of  Cienfuegos, 
on  the  south  side  of  the  island.  It  is  considered  doubtful  if  the  pres- 
ent force  at  your  command  would  warrant  a  more  extensive  blockade. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  whenever  the  Army  is  ready  to 
embark  for  Cuba  the  Navy  will  be  required  to  furnish  the  necessary 
convoy  for  its  transports.  For  this  reason  it  does  not  seem  desirable 
that  you  should  undertake  at  present  to  blockade  any  more  of  the 
island  than  has  been  indicated.  It  is  believed  that  this  blockade  will 
cut  off  Havana  almost  entirely  from  receiving  supplies  from  the  outside. 

The  Navy  Department  is  considering  the  question  of  occupying  the 
port  of  Matanzas  by  a  military  force  large  enough  to  hold  it  and  to 
open  communications  with  the  insurgents,  and  this  may  be  done  at  an 
early  date,  even  before  the  main  party  of  the  Army  is  ready  to  embark. 
If  this  operation  is  decided  upon,  you  are  directed  to  cooperate  with 
the  Army  and  assist  with  such  vessels  as  are  necessary  to  cover  and 
protect  such  a  movement. 

If  you  obtain  any  information  of  the  movements  of  Spanish  ships  of 
war  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies,  you  will,  if  practicable,  inform 
the  Department  by  telegraph  of  such  movements. 

In  conducting  such  other  operations  as  you  may  deem  desirable, 
you  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  contained  in  the  Department's 
letter  of  April  6. 

The  Department  does  not  wish  the  defenses  of  Havana  to  be  bom- 
barded or  attacked  by  your  squadron. 
Yery  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commander  in  Chief, 

TJ.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


Washington,  April  21, 1898. 
Navy- YARDS,  Boston,  New  YorTc,  Norfolk,  Mare  Island : 

The  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station  are  blockading  Cuba. 
War  has  not  been  declared.    War  may  be  declared  at  any  moment. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  21, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Ma.: 

Allow  all  neutral  ships  twenty  days  in  which  to  leave  Cuba.  Give 
every  facility  and  assistance  to  representatives  of  foreign  Governments 
Who  desire  to  leave  Cuba. 

Long. 
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Washington,  April  25, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 
Telegraphic  cables  must  not  be  interfered  with  until  further  orders. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  27, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 

Referring  to  your  telegram  recables,  my  telegram  applies  to  all 
cables.  We  are  considering  the  advantage  of  declaring  telegraph 
cables  neutral. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  22, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Hydrographic  office,  New  York,  states  officially  Spanish  transport 
sailed  April  13  from  Canaries  for  Havana. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  22, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

A  communication  from  the  State  Department.  Spanish  merchandise 
vessel  will  leave  April  24  from  Vera  Cruz  to  deliver  supplies,  large 
quantities,  at  Havana. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  22, 1898. 
Naval  Station,  Key  West: 

Inform  Sampson,  if  practicable,  otherwise  blockading  vessel,  that 
Spanish  steamer  Garcia  left  Pensacola  this  afternoon  without  clearing 
at  custom-house.  Yaluable  ship  and  cargo,  2,000  tons.  Was  loading  for 
Havana,  but  now  believed  will  try  to  pass  between  Cape  San  Antonio 
and  Yucatan  Bank  to  morrow  night  or  Sunday  night,  close  to  Yucatan 
Bank. 

Ceowninshield. 


Washington,  April  25, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

New  Orleans  reports  two  Spanish  steamers  leaving  New  Orleans  and 
Galveston,  respectively ;  thought  to  be  bound  through  Yucatan  Channel. 

CEOWNINSHIELt*. 


Washington,  April  25, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Two  Spanish  steamers,  Pio  the  Ninth  and  Maria  Herrera,  have  arrived 
at  Yera  Cruz.  The  steamer  Villaverda  cleared  last  night  tor  Cuba. 
Valuable  cargo  of  provisions  for  Cuba. 

Ceowninshield. 
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Washington,  April  26, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 

The  orders  under  which  you  are  acting  do  not  prevent  the  use  of  some 
•  of  your  vessels  in  scouring  coast  of  Cuba  north  and  south  and  captur- 
ing or  destroying  such  Spanish  vessels  of  war  as  may  be  in  those 
waters.  It  would  be  within  your  discretion  to  send  monitors  with  these 
vessels  if  you  thought  proper.  While  the  Department  does  not  wish 
a  bombaidmeut  of  forts  protected  by  heavy  cannon,  it  is  within  your 
discretion  to  destroy  light  batteries  which  may  protect  vessels  you 
desire  to  attack,  if  you  can  do  so  without  exposure  to  heavy  guns. 

Long. 


Key  West,  April  27, 1898. 
IS'AVT  Depaetment,  Washington: 

Blockade  of  Cienfuegos  begins  to-day.    Can  not  continue  unless  col- 
liers are  sent  before  supply  approaches  exhaustion, 

Sampson. 


Washington,  April  28, 1898. 

Sib  :  The  Department  has  decided  to  send  you  two  commodores,  to 
serve  under  your  orders,  the  senior  to  command  the  naval  base  at  Key 
West,  which  will  include  the  naval  establishments  on  shore  and  all  the 
vessels  in  the  harbor  permanently  and  those  that  at  any  time  may  enter. 

In  a  general  way  his  duty  will  be  to  see  that  the  ships  of  your  squad- 
ron are  coaled,  provisioned,  and  supplied  with  ammunition  speedily, 
and  that  any  repairs  on  them  which  have  been  authorized  by  you  are 
pressed  with  all  the  dispatch  possible  with  the  facilities  on  the  ships 
themselves  and  at  the  station  on  shore.  It  will  also  be  his  duty  to  see 
that  the  coaling  and  provision  facilities  are  maintained  in  a  most  effect- 
ive condition  and  by  the  best  methods  practicable;  and  the  same  with 
the  arrangements  regarding  the  furnishing  of  ammunition.  He  is,  in 
fact,  to  maintain  a  general  command  over  the  Key  West  Station,  but  is 
entirely  under  your  orders.  This  control  on  his  part  will  extend  to 
Tortugas.  One  of  his  most  important  duties  will  be  to  complete  each 
vessel  that  you  send  him  or  that  comes  into  his  station  as  quickly  as 
possible  and  return  her  to  you. 

The  present  commandant  at  the  Key  West  ITaval  Station  will  continue 
to  execute  the  duties  which  he  is  already  charged  with,  but  of  course 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  commodore  who  commands  the  whole  base. 

The  junior  commodore  sent  you  is  to  be  employed  in  the  squadron 
operating  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  or  in  the  general  neighborhood.  You 
will  assign  him  a  ship  on  which  to  hoist  his  pennant  and  will  charge 
him  with  such  duties  suitable  to  his  rank  as  you  may  think  best.  The 
object  of  sending  him  is  to  assist  you  in  the  military  duties  devolving 
upon  you  in  connection  with  the  squadron  of  operations.  This  officer 
may  of  course  be  sent  on  any  detached  expedition  or  on  the  south 
side  of  the  island  of  Cuba,  or  where  it  seems  to  you  most  expedient  to 
have  him  go. 

If  for  any  reason  you  should  be  obliged  to  be  absent  from  the  sta- 
tion, the  senior  of  these  two  officers  will  succeed  to  temporary  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commander  in  Chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station, 
5898 12 
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Washington,  April  28, 1898. 
SCHLBY,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

Department  anxious  to  get  colliers  to  Sampson  as  soon  as  possible. 
Start  Saturn  and  Wiagara  as  soon  as  weather  permits.  Heavy  gale  off 
Carolina  coast  at  the  present  time. 

Long. 


Key  West,  Ajpril  28, 1898. 
Seobetaey  of  Navy,  Washington,  B.  0.: 

Shall  the  Indiana,  Detroit,  and  auxiliaries  drag  for  cable  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  Guantanamo  and  destroy  it? 

Tayloe, 


Washington,  April  28,  1898. 
Tayloe,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Not  to  cut  cables  till  further  orders. 

Long. 


Off  Havana,  April  28,  1898. 
Seoebtaey  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

I  find  that  a  large  number  of  fishing  schooners  are  attempting  to  get 
into  Havana  from  their  fishing  grounds  near  the  Florida  reefs  and 
coasts.  They  are  generally  manned  by  excellent  seamen,  belonging  to 
the  maritime  inscription  of  Spain,  who  have  already  served  in  the 
Spanish  navy,  and  who  are  liable  to  further  service.  As  these  trained 
men  are  naval  reserves,  have  a  semimilitary  character,  and  would  be 
most  valuable  to  the  Spaniards  as  artillerymen,  either  afloat  or  ashore, 
I  recommend  that  they  should  be  detained  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  I 
should  be  authorized  to  deliver  them  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
army  at  Key  West. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  April  -30, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Spanish  fishing  vessels  attempting  to  violate  blockade  are  subject, 
with  crew,  to  capture,  and  any  such  vessel  or  crew  considered  likely  to 
aid  enemy  may  be  detained. 

Long. 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 


(2)  BLOCKADE  OF  CUBA  AND  OF  SAN  JUAN,  POETO  RICO,  AND  THE 
OPERATIONS  INCIDENT  THERE  10. 

(Does  not  include  the  bombardment  of  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.) 
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BLOCKADE    OF     CUBA    AND     OF    SAN    JUAN,    PORTO     EICO     AND    THE 
OPERATIONS  INCIDBNT   THERETO. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  April  28, 1898. 
Seoretaet  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

The  New  TorJc,  Puritan,  and  Cincinnati  shelled  Point  Gorda,  at 
Mantanzas,  yesterday  to  prevent  the  construction  of  new  batteries 
which  they  were  commencing.  The  Puritan  has  been  ordered  to  pre- 
vent any  resumption  of  work. 

Sampson. 


107053. 

[Report  of  ehellingr  ofdefenBea  at  Point  Gorda,  Matanzas,  Cuba.] 

No.  59.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  April  28,  1898. 
Sir:  Having  received  information  through  Captain  Harrington  yes- 
terday morning  that  the  Spaniards  were  adding  to  the  defenses  of 
Matanzas  by  the  construction  of  batteries  at  Point  Gorda,  I  proceeded 
there  yesterday  afternoon,  and,  in  company  with  the  Puritan  and  the 
Cincinnati,  shelled  the  new  battery,  with  the  object  of  preventing  its 
completion. 

I  directed  Captain  Harrington  to  shell  the  new  battery  whenever  he 
thought  it  necessary  to  prevent  the  continuance  of  the  works. 

We  were  flred  upon  by  the  new  battery  and  by  the  old  one  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  bay,  but  without  effect. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear  Admiral,  If.  iS.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief,  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Sbceetaky  op  the  Nayy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


132901. 

[Engagement  with  Matanzas  batteries.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

At  Sea,  April  27,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  regarding  the  action  this 
day  with  the  Matanzas  batteries: 

The  ship  stood  eastward  at  10.40  from  the  blockading  position  for 
Matanzas,  and  at  11.55  stopped  near  the  Cincinnati  and  Puritan.  We 
stood  in  again  toward  Matanzas,  and  at  12.50  the  New  TorJc  opened  fire 
on  Morillo  and  Gorda  batteries,  at  the  entrance  of  Matanzas  Harbor. 
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The  fire  was  returned  from  the  batteries,  but  no  damage  was  experi- 
enced by  us.  Several  shell  passed  over  and  beyond  the  ship.  A  num- 
ber of  our  own  shell  fell  in  the  Gorda  Point  battery. 

Shortly  after  this  ship  began  firing  the  Cincinnati   and  Puritan 
requested  permission  to  open  fire,  which  was  granted. 

The  action  continued  until  1.19,  when  signal  "cease  firing"  was  made. 

As  this  is  the  first  time  the  ship  has  been  under  fire,  I  would  mention 
the  conduct  of  all  concerned  as  notably  excellent. 

I  herewith  inclose  report  of  the  executive  ofQcer,  showing  amount  of 
ammunition  expended,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Ohadwick, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  EST  CHIEP. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Coast  Cuba,  April  S7,  1898. 
Sir:  In  accordanoe  Tvith  paragra^ih  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  of  the  batteries  at  Matanzas : 

The  ship  opened  fire  on  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  at  12.50  p.  m. 
and  continued  until  1.19.  The  principal  fire  was  directed  against  the  Gorda  Point 
battery,  some  shots  falling  on  the  battery.  Several  shots  were  fired  at  the  battery 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  harbor. 

The  fire  was  returned  from  the  batteries,  several  shell  passing  over  the  ship. 
The  ship  was  not  struck  and  there  were  no  casualties. 

Total  ammunition  expended:  Fifteen  8-inch,   sixty-one  4-inch,  twenty-eight  6- 
pounder. 
The  conduct  of  all  coming  under  my  observation  was  exemplary. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Potter, 
lAeatem.ant-Gom/mander,  Executive  Officer. 
The  CoMMAi^DisrG  Officer. 


Note. — No  reports  received  from  Puritan  or  Cincinnati. 


128786. 
101026. 

[Report  of  capture  of  mail  steamer  Argonauto.] 

'So.  68,]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  3,  1898. 

Sir:  I  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  Commander  McCalla,  who 
was  sent  off  Oienfuegos  in  the  hope  of  intercepting  the  two  steamers 
Montserrat  and  Alicante,  which  the  Department  had  informed  me  had 
sailed  from  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  on  the  23d  April.  Unfortunately, 
the  information  was  received  too  late  to  effect  their  capture. 

As  appears  from  the  report,  this  vessel  captured  the  mail  steamer 
Argonauto,  with  a  number  of  officers  and  mail.  The  Marblehead  is 
towing  into  port  this  prize,  as  both  were  short  of  coal. 

Accompanying  these  papers  is  Captain  McCalla's  report  of  the  ground- 
ing of  his  own  and  one  other  ship  of  his  division.  Excepting  the  loss 
of  an  anchor  and  some  hawsers  the  vessels  have  apparently  sustained 
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no  injury ,    Aa  I  am  about  to  sail  I  have  not  time  to  order  a  board  of 
survey  before  1  return  from  the  expedition  to  the  eastward. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Sboebtaet  of  the  ISTavt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


No.  77.]  U.  S.  8.  Maeblbhead,  3d  Bate, 

At  sea,  Lat.  31°  42'  N.,  Long.  85°  8'  W.,  May  1,  1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders, 
the  Marblehead,  in  company  with  the  Eagle,  sailed  from  the  vicinity  of 
Havana  about  10  a.  m.  of  the  25th  ultimo,  delivering  the  mail  to  the 
different  vessels  to  the  westward  of  that  city.  I  instructed  Commander 
Maynard,  of  the  Nashville,  that  you  had  directed  him  to  accompany 
the  Marblehead  and  Eagle  on  the  special  duty  of  intercepting  the  Span- 
ish transports  Montserrat  and  Alicante,  which  had  left  St.  Pierre,  Mar- 
tinique, on  the  23d  ultimo  for  Cuba. 

In  consequence  of  an  undiscovered  deflection  of  the  standard  com- 
pass of  about  half  a  point,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  strand  both  the 
Marblehead  and  Eagle  at  3.46  on  the  morning  of  the  26th,  a  special 
report  of  which  I  have  submitted. 

The  division  was  delayed  twelve  hours  in  consequence  of  the  ground- 
ing above  mentioned. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  the  Eussian  bark  Verandi,  of  Wasa,  was 
boarded  and  given  a  copy  of  the  President's  proclamation  concerning 
the  blockade  of  Cuban  ports,  and  the  necessary  entries  were  made  on 
the  ship's  register  and  log  book. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Norwegian  steamer  Condor,  of 
Bergen,  from  Cienfuegos  to  New  York,  laden  with  molasses  and  carry- 
ing Cuban  refugees,  was  boarded,  and  the  necessary  entries  were  also 
made  on  her  register  and  log  book. 

About  11  a.  m.  of  the  28th  ultimo,  arriving  m  the  vicinity  of  the 
bank  discovered  by  the  cable  steamer  Silvertown,  it  occurred  to  me 
that  the  cable  might  possibly  have  been  laid  on  that  bank,  although  it 
is  usual  to  avoid  shoal  water  for  ocean  lines. 

I  accordingly  slowed  down  until  the  noon  observations  were  in,  and 
then  steamed  slowly  about  the  locality  for  an  hour,  expecting  to  find 
the  shoal ;  but  either  the  position  of  this  shoal  is  not  correctly  laid 
down  on  the  chart  or  else  the  strong  currents  in  the  vicinity  affected 
our  position,  for  it  could  not  be  located. 

Not  wishing  to  appear  off  Cienfuegos  until  the  following  morning, 
the  division  steamed  to  the  northeast,  near  to  Munos  Point,  with  the 
town  of  Trinidad  in  sight,  perhaps  15  miles  away,  and  during  the 
night  of  the  28th  to  the  southward  and  westward  to  clear  Xagua  Bank, 
standing  In  toward  Trinidad  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  29th,  thence  steaming 
along  the  coast  to  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos. 

Shortly  after  the  arrival  of  the  ships  off  the  entrance,  beyond  the 
range  of  the  shore  batteries,  a  torpedo  gunboat,  believed  to  be  the 
GaUicia,  came  out  from  the  inner  harbor  to  a  point  abreast  Punta  de 
la  Oocos. 

Believing  the  movement  of  the  torpedo  gunboat  might  be  an  attempt 
to  escape  to  the  eastward,  the  ships  were  placed  bo  as  to  cover  the 
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entrance  to  the  harbor,  after  which  she  steamed  back  into  the  harbor 
and  disappeared  behind  Punta  de  Pasacaballos. 

At  10.65  the  Nashville  having  signaled  that  a  steamer  was  in  sight 
to  the  westward,  Commander  Maynard  was  signaled  to  stop  or  chase 
the  steamer. 

This  steamer  proved  to  be  the  Spanish  steamer  Argonauto,  of  Oien- 
fuegos,  running  along  the  coast  between  Batabano  and  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  On  board  were  8  Spanish  officers  and  8  Spanish  soldiers  of  the 
army,  and  several  men,  4  women,  and  3  children  as  passengers. 

She  was  laden  with  provisions,  Mauser  rifles  and  ammunition,  and  a 
general  cargo,  but  a  portion  of  which  was  entered  in  the  manifest  of  the 
steamer.  Government  officials  having  at  the  last  moment  taken  space 
for  cargo  which  was  not  entered  on  the  manifest. 

There  were  also  12  bags  of  mail,  which  were  transferred  to  the 
Nashville. 

Ensign  Kuensli  and  a  prize  crew  from  the  Nashville  were  sent  on 
board,  and  the  civilian  passengers,  including  the  stewardess,  with  their 
baggage,  were  sent  into  the  harbor  in  two  of  the  Argonautd's  boats. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  Spanish  army  were  sent  on  board  the 
Nashville,  the  officers  and  men  of  the  steamer  being  retained  on  board 
to  work  her  into  port. 

All  those  on  the  Argonauto  were  treated  with  the  greatest  courtesy, 
and  nothing  unusual  occurred. 

At  about  12.10  p.  m.,  wishing  to  obtain  information  with  regard  to 
the  prize,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Eagle  was  directed  to  take  his 
position  off  the  mouth  of  the  river  while  the  Marblehead  steamed 
toward  the  Argonauto,  about  2  miles  away.  The  Marblehead  had 
hardly  reached  the  Nashville  and  prize  before  the  Eagle  signaled  that 
the  enemy's  torpedo  boat  was  coming  out  of  the  harbor. 

The  Marblehead  at  once  steamed  toward  the  Eagle,  which  shortly 
began  to  Are  into  the  entrance.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  torpedo 
boat,  having  placed  himself  close  in  to  the  Punta  de  la  Cocos  directly 
in  front  of  a  suburb,  apparently  of  Cienfuegos,  which  has  been  built 
about  the  castle  shown  above  Placido  Cove  and  on  the  heights  to  the 
northward  and  eastward  of  the  old  fort,  first  fired  on  the  Eagle.  When 
the  Marblehead  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Eagle,  fire  was  opened  on 
the  torpedo  gunboat,  which  shortly  afterwards  steamed  in  behind  Punta 
de  Pasacaballos.  In  finding  the  range  of  the  torpedo  gunboat  some  of 
the  shell  from  this  ship  passed  over  her,  two  being  seen  to  fall  in  the 
suburban  town  which  I  have  mentioned.  A  short  time  after,  the  tor- 
pedo boat  again  came  out  from  the  inner  harbor  and  lay  close  to  the 
land  behind  the  point  next  inside  Punta  de  la  Cocos.  Two  5-inch  shell 
were  then  fired  in  the  direction  from  which  the  smoke  from  his  funnel 
could  be  seen  above  the  lowland. 

A  battery  on  shore,  supposed  to  be  field  guns,  near  Punta  de  la  Cocos 
also  opened  fire  on  the  ships,  together  with  a  guard  of  infantry  at  the 
light-house,  who  fired  their  rifles  at  the  Eagle. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  there  were  no  casualties,  all  of  the  shots 
from  the  enemy's  guns  with  the  exception  of  two  falling  short,  the  two 
referred  to  passing  over  the  Marblehead. 

The  Spaniards  did  good  line  shooting. 

At  5  p.  m.  of  the  29th  the  division  left  the  vicinity  of  Cienfuegos  for 
the  fleet  off  Havana,  the  Marblehead  having  but  sufficient  coal  to  reach 
Tortugas  or  Key  West  without  taking  unnecessary  risk,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  prize  having  only  two  days'  coal  supply. 

On  the  30th  ultimo,  believing  that  valuable  information  might  be 
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found  in  the  official  mail  captured  in  the  Argonauto,  I  directed  Com- 
mander Maynard  to  steam  at  full  speed  to  the  flagship,  in  order  that 
you  might  be  in  possession  of  this  mail  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  need  scarcely  point  out  that  Tortugas  and  Key  West  are  far  from 
Cienfuegos,  and  that  a  blockading  force  will  require  coal  nearer  at  hand, 
unless  that  force  be  sufficiently  large  to  enable  the  ships  to  steam  in 
succession  to  the  distant  base  to  refill  their  bunkers. 

I  have  been  informed  that  but  one  line  of  mines  has  been  laid  across 
the  river  between  the  extremities  of  the  broken  line  on  the  harbor 
chart  showing  the  road  from  Havana  to  Trinidad,  and  that  there  are 
some  6  and  8  inch  modern  guns  at  hand,  but  not  yet  mounted.  It  is 
also  said  that  it  was  not  the  intention  to  put  another  line  of  mines 
farther  out;  but  I  give  this  information  for  what  it  is  worth. 

A  new  battery  could  be  seen  on  the  high  land  north-northwest  of  the 
castle  previously  mentioned,  and  with  glasses  two  large  guns  seemed 
to  have  been  mounted  in  embrasures. 

In  addition  to  the  Oallicia  it  is  reported  that  there  are  two  old  gun- 
boats and  11  armed  steam  launches  in  the  harbor  of  Cienfuegos. 

I  regret  to  add  that  the  Montserrat  is  reported  to  have  arrived  (and, 
I  believe,  with  truth)  in  Cienfuegos  Wednesday  morning,  the  27th 
ultimo.  If  so,  she  musthave  steamed  the  distance  from  St.  Pierre  at 
14  knots,  the  speed  assigned  to  her,  and  it  would  have  thus  been 
impossible  for  the  Marblehead,  Nashville,  and  Hagle  to  have  arrived  in 
time  to  intercept  that  transport,  even  had  two  of  the  ships  not  been 
stranded  on  the  Colorado  Eeef,  causing  a  delay  of  twelve  hours. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McCAiLA, 
Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Station. 


136666. 

[Engagement  with  enemy  off  Cienfuegos,  April  29, 1898,  and  damaging  of  Spanish  gnnboat  Oalicia.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  April  29, 1898. 

SiE:  At  12.30  p.  m.  of  this  date  I  received  orders  from  Commander 
McCalla,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  division  to  which  this  vessel  is 
now  attached,  to  proceed  oft'  the  mouth  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor 
of  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  and  attempt  to  discover  the  character  of  the 
vessels  within,  should  they  come  out. 

This  order  was  obeyed  at  once,  and  at  12.50  this  vessel  reached  the 
mouth  of  the  entrance,  her  lookouts  then  discovering  two  torpedo 
boats  and  what  appeared  to  be  a  torpedo  gunboat  lying  within  the 
harbor. 

Within  a  very  short  time  of  her  appearance  the  enemy's  vessels 
opened  flre,  two  of  them  starting  for  the  entrance.  The  first  shot, 
evidently  a  sighting  shot,  struck  the  water  in  line  and  about  100  yards 
short.  Immediately  after,  a  second  shot  struck  a  little  short  and  a 
little  ahead  of  us.  This  was  instantly  answered  from  our  port  forward 
6-pounder  H.  E.  F. 

Slowly  backing  the  vessel,  with  her  broadside  to  the  enemy,  in  order 
both  to  change  her  bearing  and  to  bring  as  many  guns  as  possible  to 
bear,  the  firing  became  rapid  for  a  few  minutes  and  apparently  effect- 
ive, as  the  enemy  turned  and  retired.  Appearances  indicated  that  one 
of  the  enemy's  vessels  had  been  struck. 
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Within  ten  minutes  the  torpedo  gunboat  appeared  as  though  coming 
out,  and,  with  a  shore  battery,  opened  Are  upon  this  vessel.  This  fire 
was  promptly  returned.  Within  a  minute  or  two  the  Marblehead,  which 
in  the  interval  had  been  coming  toward  us  at  full  speed,  opened  fire  with 
her  5-inch  E.  P.  B.  L.  rifles,  and  succeeded  in  silencing  both  battery  and 
gunboat. 

Two  of  the  enemy's  shot  passed  close  over  this  vessel,  another  close 
astern,  and  another  within  a  few  feet  of  the  bowsprit. 

There  were  no  casualties. 

Fifty-nine  6-pounder  armor  piercing  shells  were  expended. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHEELAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Eespectfully  forwarded. 

B.  H.  MoOalla,  Commander. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Port  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  June  23, 1898. 
Sir:  Referring  to  my  communication  of  April  29,  1898,  reporting  an 
engagement  with  enemy's  vessels  in  the  harbor  of  Cienfuegos,  in  which 
it  was  stated  "  appearances  indicated  that  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels 
had  been  struck,"  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  May  10  the 
English  steamer  Adula  came  out  of  Cienfuegos,  bound  to  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  with  refugees,  and  that  her  passengers  informed  the  boarding 
of&cer  from,  and  the  pilot  of,  the  Marblehead  (Lieutenant  Anderson  and 
Pilot  Laborde),  that  the  vessel  referred  to  was  the  torpedo  gunboat 
Qalicia,  and  that  a  6-pounder  projectile  from  the  Eagle  had  struck  her 
and  passed  through  her  boiler. 

At  that  date — May  10 — the  Oalioia's  injured  boiler  was  still  under 
repair. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  H.  H.  Southerland, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seosetart  of  the  Navt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 

[Pirst  mdorsement.] 

U.  S.  S.  Marblehead,  June  24, 1898. 
Approved  and  forwarded. 

A  second  shell  from  the  Eagle  was  reported  to  have  passed  through 
the  funnel  of  the  Qalicia. 

B.  H.  MoOalla,  Commander. 


111660. 

[Eeportg  cutting  of  cable!  off  Cienfnegbs.] 

No.  26.]  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead,  3d  Rate, 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 
Sir  :  Having  found  out  the  location  of  the  cables  leading  from  the 
south  and  west  into  the  cable  house,  near  the  light-house  at  the  entrance 
to  Oienfoegos  Harbor,  I  prepared  to  cut  them. 


—  tr.S.  S.  WindoT.L. 
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The  arrival  of  the  collier  Saturn,  with  the  Windom,  and  the  departure 
of  the  steamer  Adula  with  retrigees  from  Cienfuegos  yesterday  placed 
me  in  a  position  where  I  could  make  the  attempt  to  cut  the  cable,  sev- 
ering communication  with  Havana. 

For  this  purpose  Lieutenant  Southerland  was  directed  to  leave  the 
station  off  Cienfuegos  with  the  Uagle  sometime  last  night  and  steam 
to  the  westward,  where  the  cable  is  laid  in  shallow  water  near  the  light- 
ship off  Diego  Perez  Eey. 

He  was  directed  to  cut  the  cable,  burn  the  light-ship  mentioned  above, 
and  to  destroy  the  light-house  off"  Piedras  Eey. 

Lieut.  G.  McE.  Winslow  was  placed  in  command  of  the  steam  launches 
and  sailing  launches  from  the  Nashville  and  Marblehead,  with  Lieut. 
E.  A.  Anderson  second  in  command.  The  four  boats  were  to  be  used 
to  drag  for  and  to  cut  the  cables  off  Cienfuegos  under  the  protection 
of  the  guns  of  the  Nashville  and  Marblehead. 

The  details  were  carefully  explained  to  Commander  Maynard  and 
Lieutenant  Winslow  and  the  attempt  was  made  this  morning. 

An  infantry  and  cavalry  force  posted  about  the  cable  house  was 
driven  from  their  position  by  the  guns  of  the  l^ashville  and  Marblehead, 
and  the  four  launches  then  dragged  for  and  succeeded  in  cutting  the 
cables  leading  to  the  south  and  to  the  west.  The  cable  house  was 
destroyed  by  the  guns. 

Two  cables  were  cut  and  a  small  one  was  found  inshore,  but  before 
this  could  be  cut  the  fire  from  the  infantry  with,  evidently,  a  Maxim 
gun,  was  so  severe  as  to  compel  the  boats  to  withdraw,  as  they  were 
within  150  yards  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  was  so  sheltered  toward  the  last  by  the  gullies  and  ravines 
that  tbe  fire  from  the  ships  could  not  keep  down  their  fire  entirely. 

The  enemy,  having  concealed  themselves  in  the  light-house  and 
opened  fire  on  the  boats,  the  light-house  was  destroyed. 

I  regret  very  much  to  announce  that  the  following  of&cers  and  men 
were  wounded : 

Patrick  Eegan,  private  marine,  fatally,  and  has  since  died. 

Herman  W.  Kuchneister,  private  marine,  shot  through  jaw,  probably 
fatally. 

Harry  Henrickson,  seaman,  shot  through  Uver,  probably  fatally. 

Ernest  Suntzenich,  apprentice,  first  class,  fracture  of  right  leg. 

John  J.  Doran,  boatswain's  mate,  second  class,  gunshot  wound,  right 
buttock. 

Eobert  Volz,  seaman,  Nashville,  severely  wounded. 

John  Davis,  gunner's  mate,  third  class,  wound,  right  leg. 

William  Levery,  apprentice,  first  class,  wounded  left  leg,  very  slight. 

Lieutenant  Winslow,  slight  wound  of  hand. 

I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  ofQcers  and  men  engaged  in 
the  four  boats  in  cutting  the  cables.  Their  work  was  performed  with 
the  utmost  coolness  and  intrepidity  under  most  trying  circumstances, 
and  I  shall  later  have  the  honor  to  call  especial  attention  to  their 
conduct. 

I  have  directed  the  captain  of  the  Windom  to  return  at  the  earliest 
practical  moment. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McCalla, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N,,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0, 
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No.  29.]  TJ.  S.  S.  Maublbhbad,  3d  Eate, 

Off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  16,  1898. 
Sm :  Eeferring  to  my  No.  26,  of  May  11, 1898, 1  inadvertently  omitted 
to  mention  that  Ensign  Magruder  had  charge  of  the  two  steam  launches, 
and  I  beg  to  add  that  he  is  entitled  to  share  the  praise  given  to  the 
party  for  bravery,  gallantry,  and  intrepidity. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McOalla, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 
The  Secretaet  of  the  Navy, 

^avy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 
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[Eeport  of  cutting  of  cables  off  Cienfnegos.] 

No.  79.]  TJ.  S.  S.  Maeblehead,  3d  Eate, 

Off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  16, 1898. 

SiE:  Eeferring  to  my  No.  26  of  the  11th  instant,  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  now  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  detailed 
reports  of  the  cutting  of  two  cables  off  Colorados  Point  on  May  11. 

The  list  of  reports  is  as  follows : 

Report  of  Lieutenant  Nickels. 

Eeport  of  Lieut.  E.  A.  Anderson. 

Eeport  of  ordnance  oflScer  on  the  battery. 

Eeport  of  Pay  Clerk  Eoberts. 

Eeport  of  Commander  Maynard,  Nashville. 

Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Dillingham,  Nashville. 

Eeport  of  Lieutenant  Winslow,  Nashville. 

Eeport  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Pleadwell,  Nashville. 

I  also  forward,  marked  A,  a  copy  of  the  written  instructions  issued 
to  Commander  Maynard  with  the  object  in  view. 

Lieutenant  Winslow  in  his  report  refers  to  additional  verbal  iastruc. 
tions  which  I  gave  to  him  personally  from  the  deck  of  the  Marblehead- 

Eeferring  to  the  chart  which  accompanies  Lieutenant  Winslow's 
report,  I  beg  to  state  that  the  position  of  the  ships  on  that  drawing  can 
only  refer  to  the  position  they  occupied  at  one  time  from  his  point  of 
view,  and  must  not  be  accepted  as  an  accurate  representation  of  the 
positions  they  occupied  during  the  engagement.  The  fire  from  the 
ships  was  generally  crossed  at  a  right  or  at  a  large  angle. 

Even  in  shallow  water  the  great  weight  of  the  cables  rendered  them 
difficult  to  lift  with  the  launches,  while  their  great  diameters,  with  indif- 
ferent tools  for  cutting,  necessarily  rendered  the  operation  a  very  long 
one,  and  I  need  scarcely  point  out  the  desirability  of  having  a  vessel 
expressly  flitted  to  drag  for  and  to  cut  cables. 

I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  commander  in  chief  to  the  men 
who  have  been  specified  by  Lieutenants  Winslow  and  Anderson  as 
having  done  extraordinarily  well  under  fire,  and  respectfully  suggest 
that  they  may  be  reported  to  the  Department  as  especially  worthy  of 
reward,  should  the  suggestion  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  MoCalla, 
Commander,  U,  IS.  N".,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  OOMMANDEE   IN   CHIEF  NOETH  ATLANTIC   STATION. 
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[Report  of  cutting  of  cables  off  Clenfuegos.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Maeblehbad,  3d  Eate, 
Off  Oienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  10, 1898. 

Sra:  Be  pleased  to  be  ready  to  send  in  the  steam  launch  and  work 
ing  launch  at  6  o'clock  to-morrow  morning,  to  coojjerate  with  the  steam 
launch  and  working  launch  of  the  Marblehead  in  an  attempt  to  cut  the 
two  or  more  cables  leading  to  the  east  of  the  light-house  to  Golorados 
Point. 

The  four  boats  will  all  be  armed,  the  steam  launches  of  each  carry- 
ing 1-pounder  guns  in  addition.  The  steam  launches  are  to  cover  the 
men  in  the  working  launches. 

The  command  of  the  expedition  will  be  under  Lieutenant  Winslow, 
of  the  Nashville,  who  is  charged  with  the  execution  of  the  details  of  the 
expedition. 

Lieutenant  Anderson,  of  the  Marblehead,  will  be  in  command  of  the 
boats  irom  the  Marblehead. 

An  effort  will  be  made  after  cutting  the  cables  to  drag  them  into 
deep  water,  cutting  off  as  much  as  possible  of  the  end.  At  the  end, 
before  casting  off  the  cable  ends,  puncture  the  insulation  at  points  20 
or  30  feet  from  the  end  with  awls  or  sharp-pointed  instruments,  so  as 
to  destroy  the  insulation. 

The  Nashville  will  take  post  off  the  light-house  point  so  as  to  open 
fire  on  the  cable  (white  house,  east  of  the  light-house)  house  and  the 
bushes  in  the  vicinity.  Fire  also  on  the  soldiers'  hut  to  the  eastward 
of  the  lighthouse. 

It  is  not  intended  to  restrict  your  guns  to  these  points;  use  them  on 
any  forts  or  boats  in  the  harbor  should  our  operations  be  interfered 
with. 

The  Marblehead  will  take  post  between  the  two  points  of  the  river 
entrance,  with  the  broadside  facing  the  entrance. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  MoCalla, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Commander  Maynard, 

Commanding  Nashville. 
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[Report  of  bombardment  off  Oienfuegos  to  protect  work  of  cutting  cables.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Maeblehead,  3d  Eate, 
Off  Oienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  15, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  in  regard  to  the  bombard- 
ment off  Coloradus  Point,  near  entrance  to  Oienfuegos  Harbor,  on  the 
11th  instant: 

The  battery  and  ammunition  worked  well,  with  the  following  excep- 
tions: On  B  gun,  No.  71  mark  4,  mount,  70  mark  5,  mounted  on  poop, 
bracket  for  training  arm  and  elevating  worm  was  bent  out  of  shape, 
but  not  interfering  with  firing  of  gun,  although  making  it  much  more 
difficult  to  train.  This  was  caused  by  the  throwing  down  of  the  breech 
of  the  gun  on  the  recoil. 

Firing  pin  of  Ko.  9  gun,  Driggs-Schroeder  C  pounder,  was  broken, 
and  had  to  be  replaced. 
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At  A  gun,  one  5-inch  shrapnel  and  one  5-inch  shell  jammed  in  load- 
ing. No.  1  6-inch  gun,  port,  missed  fire.  No.  4  5-inch  gun,  port,  one 
missfire.  No.  4  5-inch  gun,  starboard,  two  missed  fire.  These  were  all 
thrown  overboard,  with  the  exception  of  shrapnel  and  shell  of  A  gun. 

At  No.  1  gun,  starboard,  and  No.  2  gun,  starboard,  electric-firing  bat- 
teries failed  to  work,  connections  between  cells  having  worked  loose, 
and  spare  batteries  were  put  in  use.  At  B  gun  one  5-inch  shell  missed 
fire  on  account  of  having  percussion  primer,  and  one  missed  fire  which 
was  discharged  on  second  trial. 

Stocks  of  two  6-millimeter  Lee  rifles  were  broken;  two  revolvers 
were  lost  overboard  from  sailing  launch. 

Damage  done  iy  B  gun. — Two  stanchions  in  captain's  ofllce  on  star- 
board side  and  two  in  staterooms  on  port  side  bent  badly;  the  pitch 
and  plugging  knocked  out  of  poop  deck;  skylight  frame  abaft  the 
gun  blown  to  pieces  and  overboard,  and  after  companionway  badly 
damaged;  the  bulkheads  and  doors  of  officers'  staterooms  knocked 
down  and  broken;  moldings  and  capping  of  electric  light  wires  in 
officers'  quarters  were  knocked  off  and  shattered  in  places;  stationary 
washstand  in  captain's  bathroom  broken,  and  one  leg  under  bath  tub 
broken. 

The  damage  was  caused  by  the  gun  being  fired  directly  aft  and 
slightly  on  starboard  quarter. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  H.  Nickels, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  OOMMANDEE, 
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[Beport  of  cuttiDg  of  cables  off  Cienfuegos.] 

U.  S.  S.  Maebleheab, 
Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  12, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work  of  the  launches 
of  this  vessel  while  cutting  the  telegraph  cables  off  the  eastern  side  of 
Oolorados  Point,  at  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos  Harbor,  Cuba,  May 
11,1898: 

Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  steam  and  sailing  launches  of 
this  vessel,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Cameron  McR.  Winslo  w,  U.  S.  N., 
who  was  also  in  charge  of  the  steam  and  sailing  launches  of  the  Nashville, 
I  reported  to  that  officer  about  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  11th  instant,  and  was 
directed  by  him  to  keep  off  his  starboard  hand  while  going  in. 

In  the  steam  launch,  in  addition  to  the  regular  crew  of  five  men, 
there  was  a  crew  of  three  men  in  charge  of  a  1-pounder  Hotchkiss  gun 
mounted  on  the  forecastle;  also  six  men  of  the  marine  guard,  armed 
with  rifles  and  selected  for  their  proficiency  in  marksmanship.  This 
boat  was  intended  to  cover  the  sailing  launch  while  at  work. 

In  the  sailing  launch,  which  was  used  to  pick  up  and  cut  the  cable, 
in  addition  to  crew  of  twelve  men  and  coxswain,  were  the  chief  car- 
penter's mate  and  blacksmith.  These  men  were  armed  with  rifles  and 
revolvers.    I  took  immediate  charge  of  this  boat. 

After  the  beach  had  been  shelled  by  the  Marblehead  and  Nashville 
and  the  cable  house  and  barracks  destroyed,  the  boats  approached  the 
shore  in  tow  of  the  steam  launches.  When  opposite  the  cable  house 
the  sailing  launches  were  cast  off,  and  the  steam  launches,  in  charge  of 
Ensign  Magruder,  took  position  about  150  to  200  yards  from  the  beach 
and  kept  up  a  fire  directed  on  the  supposed  position  of  the  enemy. 
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A  6-inch  armored  cable  was  quickly  picked  up  by  the  launch  from 
this  vessel,  and,  assisted  by  the  NashvUl^s  launch,  was  under-run  out 
to  12^  fathoms  of  water,  and  there  a  section  the  length  of  the  boat  was 
cut  out  the  cable.  This  cable  led  in  about  an  east- southeast  direction 
from  the  cable  house.  Eanges  were  taken  and  sketches  made  to  recover 
the  end  of  the  cable  if  desired. 

A  second  6-inch  armored  cable  was  found  by  the  Ufashville's  launch, 
leading  in  a  southerly  direction  from  the  cable  house.  This  cable  was 
also  picked  up  by  our  launch  about  30  yards  from  the  beach,  and,  after 
having  been  cut  by  us,  was  again  cut  by  the  Nashville's  launch  in  about 
5J  fathoms,  and  the  section  of  about  100  feet  coiled  down  in  our  launch. 

While  the  work  of  cutting  the  second  cable  was  going  on  the  enemy 
opened  a  slow  fire  on  us,  which  was  returned  by  such  men  in  the  launch 
as  were  not  actually  engaged  in  cutting  the  cable.  This  fire,  assisted 
by  the  steam  launches,  silenced  the  fire  of  the  enemy  for  a  time. 

A  small  cable  was  seen  leading  parallel  and  close  to  the  second  large 
cable.  An  effort  was  made  while  cutting  the  large  cable  to  pick  up  the 
small  one,  but  the  grapnel  fouled  the  bottom  and  was  lost. 

In  searching  for  the  small  cable,  after  cutting  the  second  large  one, 
either  a  third  large  cable  or  a  section  of  the  second  cable  nearer  the 
cable  house  was  found.  This  cable  had  been  lifted  within  a  foot  of  the 
rail  of  the  stern  of  the  launch,  when  the  enemy,  who  had  taken  a  posi- 
tion within  about  150  yards  of  the  water,  opened  on  the  boats  with  volley 
firing.  One  man  in  the  launch  was  badly  wounded  at  the  first  volley, 
and  having  been  ordered  by  Lieutenant  Winslow  to  cast  off,  the  cable 
was  slipped  and  the  launch  started  to  return. 

The  enemy,  who  were  evidently  in  force,  fired  very  rapidly  at  the 
boats  with  rifles,  machine  guns,  and,  from  some  shells  that  fell  near  the 
launch,  I  should  judge  with  1-pounder  guns. 

The  coxswain  having  been  wounded  just  as  the  launch  got  started,  I 
steered  the  boat  off  and  directed  the  crew  to  keep  down  between  the 
thwarts  as  much  as  possible.  In  spite  of  this  precaution  three  more 
men  were  wounded,  the  bullets  penetrating  the  sides  of  the  boat. 
Owing  to  the  bullet  holes  in  the  launch  she  was  making  water  freely 
while  going  off,  requiring  constant  bailing. 

A  heavy  ground  swell  made  the  work  of  lifting  the  cable  difficult, 
and  toward  the  end  a  fresh  onshore  breeze  sprang  up,  causing  the 
launch  to  ship  some  water  after  the  weight  of  the  cable  came  on  it,  and 
made  the  work  of  rowing  off  very  slow. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  was  worthy  of  all  praise.  They  worked 
intelligently  and  cheerfully  at  the  exhausting  labor  of  picking  up  and 
cutting  the  heavy  cables,  and,  when  under  a  heavy  fire  and  one  of  the 
crew  badly  wounded,  continued  to  work,  without  confusion,  until 
ordered  to  stop.  Where  every  one  did  their  whole  duty  it  is  difficult  to 
specify  particular  instances,  but  I  think  the  following  worthy  of  men- 
tion :  J.  J.  Doran  (boatswain's  mate,  second  class),  after  having  received 
a  very  painftil  wound,  encouraged  the  rest  of  the  crew  and  the  wounded 
by  his  cheerful  manner  and  talk.  J.  H.  Bennett  (boatswain's  mate, 
first  class)  and  A.  Bundquist  (chief  carpenter's  mate)  particularly  dis- 
tinguished themselves  by  the  intelligence  and  great  energy  they  dis- 
played in  the  work.  In  the  steam  launch  F.  Gill  (gunner's  mate,  first 
class)  and  L.  Ohadwick  (apprentice,  first  class)  remained  exposed  on 
the  forecastle  of  the  launch  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  served  the 
1-pounder  gun  until  ordered  by  me  to  cease  firing. 

I  regret  to  inform  you  that  the  following-named  men  were  wounded : 

In  the  steam  launch. — Patrick  Began  (private  marine),  shot  through 
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head;    fatally  wounded.    H.  W.  Kuchneister  (private  marine),  shot 
through  neck  and  jaw;  probably  fatally  wounded. 

In  sailing  launch. — H.  Henrickson  (seaman),  shot  through  liver;  prob- 
ably fatally  wounded.  Ernest  Suntzewick  (apprentice,  first  class), 
fracture  of  right  leg  above  knee.  John  Davis  (gunner's  mate,  third 
class),  wound  of  right  leg.  John  J.  Doran  (boatswain's  mate,  sec- 
ond class),  wound  of  right  buttock.  William  Severy  (apprentice,  first 
class),  small  wound  of  right  ankle. 

The  following-named  men  formed  the  crews  of  the  launches  engaged 
in  the  work : 

Sailing  launch. — J.  H.  Bennett  (chief  boatswain's  mate),  J.  E.  Wilke 
(boatswain's  mate,  first  class),  John  J.  Doran  (boatswain's  mate,  second 
class),  A.  Sundquist  (chief  carpenter's  mate),  J.  E.  Carter  (boatswain), 
W.  Oakley  (gunner's  mate,  second  class),  J.  Davis  (gunner's  mate,  third 
class),  F.  Williams,  W.  Severy  (apprentices,  first  class),  E.  Suntzewick 
(apprentice,  first  class),  H.  Henrickson  (seaman),  H.  L.  Foss  (seaman), 
A.  Vadas  (seaman). 

Steam  launch. — N.  Erickson  (coxswain),  P.  Gill  (gunner's  mate,  first 
class),  W.  Hart  (machinist),  J.  Maxwell  (fireman,  second  class),  P.  Kra- 
mer (seaman),  L.  Chadwick  (apprentice,  first  class),  W.  H.  Eussell 
(landsman),  J.  Meridith  (private),  H.W.  Kuchneister  (private),  P.  Regan 
(private),  W.  S.  West  (private),  E.  Sullivan  (private),  D.  Campbell 
(private). 

Respectfully  submitted. 

E.  A.  Andeeson, 

The  Commander,  Lieutenant,  V.  S.  N. 

U.  S.  S.  Marblehead. 
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[Eeport  of  cutting  of  cables  and  bombardment  oflF  CienfuegoB.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Maeblehead, 
Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11, 1898. 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  report  of  bombardment  of  Colorados  Point 
May  11,  1898,  recorded  by  me : 

Called  to  quarters  at  6.45. 

Nashville  signaled  "  Eeady"  at  6.46. 

Our  answer,  "  Execute  orders." 

We  signaled  Nashville  go  within  6  cables  of  light-house.    Time,  6.58. 

First  shot  fired  was  from  A  gun  at  cable  house  at  7.07.  At  7.10 
opened  fire  from  No.  1  port  gun  and  7-inch  No.  2  port  gun.  At  7.14 
cable  house  was  demolished.  At  7.20  general  firing  from  port  guns  on 
the  woods  beyond  and  to  the  left  of  cable  house.  At  7.40  firing-pin 
broke  on  No.  —  port  6pouuder  gun.  Was  fixed  and  ready  to  fire  at 
S.12.  At  8.24  manned  starboard  battery  and  commenced  with  the 
6-pounder  guns. 

8.20  signaled  to  Nashville,  "  Keep  up  slow  firing  on  the  woods." 

8.40  signaled  Nashville  not  to  hit  light- house. 

Commenced  firing  our  1-pounder  guns  at  8.42. 

9  o'clock  signaled  Nashville,  "  Can  you  haul  end  of  cable  out  to  deep 
water?"    (Failed  to  get  answer.) 

9.25  opened  fire  with  starboard  5-inch  guns.  Steam  and  sailing 
launches  under  hot  fire. 

9.30  signaled  Nashville,  "Go  in  closer." 

9.32  signaled  Nashville,  "Where  are  they  firing  from?"  Answer, 
"Enemy  firing  on  slope  in  line  with  lighthouse." 
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9.55  steam  and  sailing  launches  under  hot  fire  and  retreating. 

10.13  our  boats  came  alongside.  10.13  Nashville  signaled,  "We  are 
getting  out  of  small-arm  fire.  Captain  is  hurt."  We  signaled,  "Did 
you  cut  cable?"    Answer,  "Yes."    We  answered,  " Congratulations." 

10.13  Nashville  ceased  firing. 

10.25  signaled  to  Nashville,  "  How  many  hurt?"  Answer,  "  Captain, 
two  men  in  launch,  and  two  on  ships." 

10.28  secure.    10.28  B  gun  so  hot  ceased  firing  it. 

10.30  signaled  Nashville,  "Were  the  wounded  seriously  injured?" 
Answer.  "  One  badly.    Going  to  the  Window,." 

11  o'clock  Windom  came  up  and  signaled,  "Can  I  engage?"  Answer, 
"Tes;  open  fire  on  light- house,  1,300  yards."  At  11.14  signaled  from 
Windom,  "Are  engaged."  Answer,  "  Open  fire  on  light-house  tower, 
1,350  yards." 

11.20  signaled  Windom,  "Cease  firing."  Signaled  Windom,  "Well 
done." 

Eespectfully,  Ed  H.  Eobeets, 

Pay  Cleric  and  Acting  Recorder. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  8.  S.  Marblehead. 
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[Report  of  cuttiBg  of  cables  off  Cienfaegos.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Eatb, 
BlocTcade  off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  operations  of  to-day,  connected  with  the 
catting  of  the  cables  at  Oolorados  Point,  at  eastern  entrance  to  the 
port  of  Gienfuegos,  Cuba: 

At  6.46  a.  m.  the  steam  and  sailing  launches  of  the  Marblehead  and 
Nashville,  armed  and  prepared  for  grappling  and  cutting  cables,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  0.  McR.  Winslow,  TJ.  S.  If.,  left  their  respective 
ships  and  stood  in  for  the  reefs  off  Colorados  Point  under  cover  of  the 
guns  of  the  Nashville.  The  latter,  after  bringing  the  light-house  to 
bear  northwest  (magnetic),  headed  in  for  the  point,  and,  when  within 
1,200  yards  of  the  cable  house  to  the  eastward  of  the  light-house,  at 
7.45  a.  m.  opened  fire  with  the  starboard  battery  on  that  building  and 
a  number  of  the  enemy's  soldiers,  who  were  seen  in  a  small  earthwork 
near  that  house. 

The  Marblehead  took  position  to  the  westward,  at  the  entrance  of  the 
port,  and  opened  fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  cable  house  was 
destroyed  and  the  enemy's  troops  had  disappeared,  after  firing  a  few 
rounds  from  their  small  arms.  The  Nashville  continued  to  stand  in 
toward  the  point  until  within  from  600  to  800  yards  from  shore,  firing 
continuously  into  the  woods  and  bushes  to  the  right  of  the  light-house. 
The  enemy  not  returning  the  fire,  the  launches  proceeded  in  close  to 
the  shore  and  soon  grappled  and  raised  two  cables,  which  they  under- 
ran  and  cut. 

The  Nashville  continued  to  fire  rapidly  until  8.18  a.  m.,  after  which 
time,  as  there  was  no  response  from  the  enemy,  a  slow  fire  from  the 
rapid-fire  guns  was  maintained. 

Considerable  diflQculty  was  experienced  in  keeping  the  ship  in  posi- 
tion off  the  cable-house  point,  owing  to  the  wind,  which  was  blowing 
5898 1.S 
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directly  on  shore,  and  also  to  a  moderate  swell.  Aiming  was  much 
interfered  with  by  the  smoke  of  our  guns,  as  it  hung  between  the  ship 
and  the  shore. 

At  about  9,45  a.  m.  the  enemy,  evidently  much  reenforced,  suddenly 
opened  a  scattering  rifle  fire,  which  increased  to  a  heavy  fire  by  10  a.  m., 
on  our  boats  just  as  they  had  grappled  a  third  cable.  The  enemy  were 
firing  from  the  light-house  and  from  cover  and  bluffs  to  the  right  of  it. 
At  10.10  the  boats  retreated  toward  their  ships,  while  this  vessel 
steamed  in  between  them  and  the  enemy  until  they  were  covered  by 
this  ship,  and  at  the  same  time  opened  up  a  rapid  fire  on  the  light- 
house and  wherever  else  the  enemy  appeared  to  be. 

In  obedience  to  your  signal  and  previous  order,  we  had  been  careful 
not  to  hit  the  lighthouse,  but  at  this  time,  when  it  was  seen  that  the 
enemy  were  using  it  as  a  cover,  I  directed  the  fire  of  our  guns  against 
it  in  order  to  drive  them  out. 

The  boats  having  been  secured  alongside  of  the  ship,  on  the  side 
away  from  the  enemy,  we  stood  out  of  range,  and  after  discharging 
boats  hoisted  them  at  11  a.  m. 

The  ship  was  struck  by  many  rifle  bullets,  but  no  damage  was  done 
except  cutting  some  boat  falls  and  running  gear.  Several  persons  on 
board  were  struck,  but  not  seriously  injured. 

In  the  sailing  launch  of  this  vessel  Eobert  Volz,  seaman,  was  seri- 
ously wounded,  and  Lieutenant  Winslow  was  shot  through  the  fingers 
of  his  left  hand.  The  boats  received  several  bullets  through  them,  but 
were  not  much  injured. 

I  can  not  praise  too  highly  the  coolness  and  good  behavior  of  all  on 
board — of&cers  and  men.  Lieut.  A.  0.  Dillingham,  the  executive  offi- 
cer, deserves  great  credit  for  his  coolness  and  good  judgment  through- 
out the  affair,  and  especially  toward  the  close  of  the  engagement, 
when,  the  commanding  officer  being  temporarily  disabled  by  a  shock, 
caused  by  being  struck  over  the  heart  by  a  rifle  bullet,  he  handled  the 
ship  and  boats  admirably. 

I  inclose  herewith  reports  from  the  executive,  ordnance  officer,  and 
surgeon. 

The  battery  operated  without  difficulty  and  defects,  with  the  follow- 
ing exceptions : 

(1)  The  starboard  1-pounder  mount  started  its  securing  bolts  to  the 
deck  and  was  temporarily  out  of  action. 

(2)  The  elevating  arm  of  the  after  starboard  4-inch-gun  mount  was 
cracked  and  slightly  bent,  but  not  injured  so  as  to  render  the  gun  out 
of  action,  as  30  rounds  were  fired,  after  the  bending  was  noticed, 
without  further  bending.  The  casting  showed  a  flaw  in  the  metal  at 
the  point  of  bending,  evidently  a  blowhole  which  had  been  filled  with 
lead. 

Ammunition  and  firing  attachments  worked  perfectly. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  Maynaed, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Commander  B.  H.  MoOalla,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Marblehead,  and 

Fourth  Division  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 
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[Eeport  of  cnttiDg  of  cables  off  CienfuegOB.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Rate, 

Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  cutting 
of  the  ocean  telegraph  cables  at  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos  Harbor: 

Under  your  verbal  orders,  I  proceeded  about  7  a.  m.  to-day  with  the 
steam  cutter  and  sailing  launch  of  this  ship  and  the  steam  cutter  and 
sailing  launch  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Marblehead  to  execute  the  duty  assigned 
me.  After  the  ships  had  demolished  the  cable  house  and  had  appar- 
ently dislodged  the  enemy  from  the  chaparral,  hills,  and  riile  pits,  I 
proceeded  with  the  boats  under  my  command  directly  for  the  cable 
house,  opening  fire  from  the  Colt's  automatic  gun  in  the  bow  of  the 
Nashville's  steam  cutter  and  from  the  1-pounder  cannon  in  the  bow  of 
the  MarbleheaWs  steam  cutter,  also  from  the  sharpshooters  in  both  steam 
cutters.  We  cast  the  sailing  launches  off  from  the  steam  cutters  when 
about  300  yards  from  the  beach.  I  was  in  the  sailing  launch  of  this 
ship;  Lieut.  E.  A.  Anderson,  of  the  Marblehead,  in  the  Marblehead' s 
sailing  launch.  Ensign  T,  P.  Magruder  was  left  in  command  of  both 
steam  cutters,  with  orders  to  keep  up  a  fire  on  the  hills  and  chaparral. 
The  fire  from  these  two  boats  was  kept  up  incessantly  while  we  were 
engaged  in  the  work  of  cutting  the  cables.  The  cable  going  to  the  east- 
ward was  first  grappled,  and  was  under-run  by  both  sailing  launches, 
and  a  section  about  24  fathoms  in  length  was  cut  out  of  this  cable,  the 
sea  end  being  cut  in  about  13  fathoms  of  water.  The  section  of  this 
cable  cut  out  was  brought  to  this  ship  on  the  return  of  the  sailing 
launch.  After  cutting  the  first  cable  we  proceeded  in  both  sailing 
launches  to  the  southwestward  of  the  demolished  cable  house  and 
grappled  within  60  feet  of  the  beach  for  the  cable  leading  westward. 

After  about  one-half  hour's  work  we  succeeded  in  grappling  this  cable. 
Great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  lifting  this  cable,  and  we  were  only 
able  to  under-run  15  fathoms  of  it.  We  cut  a  section  out  of  this  cable 
about  15  fathoms  long  and  threw  it  overboard  in  deep  water,  leaving 
the  sea  end  of  the  cable  in  from  6  to  10  fathoms  of  water.  While  work- 
ing with  the  second  cable,  we  discovered  a  third  cable,  much  smaller 
than  the  other  two,  parallel  to  the  cable  leading  to  the  westward.  After 
cutting  the  second  cable  we  proceeded  to  grapple  this  third  cable. 

Up  to  this  time  the  enemy  had  from  time  to  time  opened  fire  upon  us, 
but  we  were  able  to  silence  his  fire  by  the  fire  from  our  steam  cutters 
and  the  continuous  heavy  fire  maintained  by  the  Marblehead  and  the 
Nashville.  While  grappling  the  third  cable,  the  enemy  apparently 
greatly  increased  its  force  and  opened  a  deadly  fire  on  our  boats. 
Believing  that  we  had  cut  the  two  important  cables,  and  knowing  that 
we  could  not  endure  the  terrific  fire  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  sailing 
launches  to  let  go  the  third  cable,  and  ordered  the  steam  cutters  to  take 
the  sailing  launches  in  tow.  We  manned  the  oars  of  the  sailing 
launches  to  keep  the  boats  clear  of  the  breakers  until  the  steam  cut- 
ters could  take  them  in  tow. 

At  the  same  time  we  opened  fixe  from  the  men  in  the  sailing  launches 
not  at  the  oars,  the  steam  cutters  keeping  up  their  fire.  We  continued 
firing  while  in  retreat,  under  a  very  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  our  men 
displaying  great  coolness.  Shortly  after  my  launch  was  taken  in  tow, 
while  I  was  reaching  for  a  fresh  rifle,  I  was  struck  by  an  enemy's  ball 
in  my  left  hand,  but  was  not  crippled,  and  I  was  able  to  continue  in 
command.    We  steamed  as  rapidly  as  possible  against  a  head  sea  for 
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the  Marbleliead  and  the  Nashville,  keeping  up  our  flre  as  we  retreated. 
One  man  in  my  boat,  Robert  Volz,  seaman,  was  shot  in  the  head  and 
badly  injured.  The  Marblehead?s  boats,  though  farther  from  the  beach 
than  the  Nashville's,  suffered  more  loss.  At  the  present  time  I  do  not 
know  the  extent  of  their  loss. 

No  one  in  the  Nashville^s  steam  cutter  was  injured. 

The  work,  owing  to  the  heavy  armored  cables  used,  If  inches  in 
diameter,  and  the  heavy  swell  rolling  in,  was  extremely  difficult.  The 
water  being  clear  we  were  able  to  see  the  cables  at  a  great  depth.  Had 
it  not  been  possible  to  have  seen  the  cables,  it  would  have  been 
extremely  diiflcult,  if  not  impossible,  to  have  grappled  them,  as  the 
uneven  formation  of  the  coral  bottom  continually  caught  our  grapples. 

The  boats  were  splendidly  supported  by  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Marble- 
head  and  the  Nashville.  Toward  the  end  of  the  action  the  Nashville 
took  a  position  to  the  eastward  and  close  in  on  the  reefs,  and  admirably 
covered  our  retreat,  crossing  her  flre  with  that  of  the  Marblehead,  and 
passing  quickly  between  our  boats  and  the  enemy.  Owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  enemy  had  excellent  cover  in  the  hills  and  chaparral,  and  to  the 
fact  that  they  used  smokeless  powder,  it  was  impossible  to  accurately 
locate  them.  At  the  last  part  of  the  engagement,  just  at  the  comple- 
tion of  our  work,  judging  from  the  very  hot  flre,  the  enemy  must  have 
been  in  large  force. 

I  have  to  state  that  I  was  ably  supported  by  Ensign  T.  P.  Magruder, 
in  command  of  the  steam  cutters,  who  displayed  great  coolness,  brav- 
ery, and  promptness  in  carrying  out  my  orders,  and  In  protecting  his 
men.  Lieut.  E.  A.  Anderson  commanded  the  sailing  launch  of  the 
Marblehead,  and  did  his  work  with  coolness,  bravery,  and  intelligence, 
continuing  the  work,  regardless  of  the  hot  flre  to  which  he  was  exposed, 
until  ordered  by  me  to  desist. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  in  the  Nashville's  boats:  E.  Krause, 
coxswain;  T. Hoban, coxswain;  A.J. Durney, blacksmith;  L.Nelson, sail- 
maker's  mate;  C.  H.  Neubert,  seaman;  R.  Volz,  seaman;  H.  H,  Miller, 
seaman;  J.  J.  Johansson,  ordinary  seaman;  B.  E.  Baker,  coxswain;  A. 
Beyer,  coxswain ;  W.  Meyer,  carpenter's  mate,  3d  class ;  H.  Van  Etten, 
seaman;  J.  Eglit,  seaman;  R.  Blume,  seaman;  W.  Miller,  seaman; 
D.  D.  Barrow,  ordinary  seaman;  J.  P.  Rilley,  landsman;  G.  W.  Bright, 
C.  P.;  P.  Gaughan,  flrst  sergeant,  U.  S.  M.  C;  P.  Hill,  private,  U.  S. 
M.  0.;  P.  Parker,  private,  U.  S.  M.  0.;  M.  Gibbons,  oiler;  J.  J.  Frank- 
lin, private,  U.  S.  M.O.;  O.  W.  Field,  private,  U.  S.  M.  0.;  J.  F.  Scott, 
private,  U.  S.  M.  0.;  M.  Kearney,  private,  U.  S.  M.  0. 

They  all  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  courage.  "While  I 
do  not  wish  to  discriminate,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  zeal 
displayed  and  hard  work  done  by  E.  Krause,  coxswain ;  B.  F.  Baker, 
coxswain;  T.  Hoban,  coxswain;  and  E.  Blume,  seaman.  Ensign 
Magruder  reports  to  me  that  the  men  and  the  marines  in  the  Nashville's 
steam  cutter  behaved  admirably,  without  exception.  While  the  men 
in  the  MarbleheaWs  boats  were  not  under  my  immediate  supervision, 
they  executed  their  duty  to  my  entire  satisfaction.  Lieutenant  Ander- 
son, who  had  them  under  his  direct  command,  will,  doubtless,  make 
report  to  you  as  to  their  courage  and  efficiency.  The  work  of  cutting 
cables  occupied  about  three  and  one-fourth  hours. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  state  that  I  was  ordered  particularly  to  cut 
two  cables,  one  leading  west  and  the  other  east.  This  was  accom- 
plished. The  flre  of  the  Marblehead  and  Nashville  completely  demol- 
ished the  cable  house  with  all  its  contents.  Unless  there  are  other 
cables,  all  communication  by  ocean  cable  with  Oienfuegos  must  con- 
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tinne  intemipted  antil  the  end  of  the  war.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
appliances  are  at  hand  at  Oienfuegos  to  repair  the  damage. 

The  loss  of  life  to  the  enemy  must  have  been  very  great.    The  fire 
from  oiTr  ships  was  terrific. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  McR.  Winslow, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 
Commander  B.  H.  McOalla,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Division, 


114013. 

[Report  of  cutting  of  cables  off  Oienfuegos.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Rate, 
Off  Oienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  12,  1898, 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  article  525,  United  States  Navy  Regulations,  1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  participated 
in  by  this  vessel  on  the  11th  instant : 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  divisional  commander,  we  had  pre- 
pared two  boats  (steam  cutter  and  sailing  launch),  armed  and  equipped, 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  cable  wires  at  this  place.  These  boats 
were  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  0.  McE.  Winslow,  with  Ensign  T.  P. 
Magruder  assisting;  their  crews  were  made  up  of  the  following  men: 

B.  Krause,  coxswain;  A.  J.  Durney,  blacksmith;  L.  Nelson,  S.  M.  M.; 

C.  H.  Neubert,  seaman;  J.  J.  Johansson,  ordinary  seaman;  E.  Volz, 
seaman;  J.  P.  Eilley,  landsman;  A.  Beyer,  coxswain;  D.  D.  Barrow, 
ordinary  seaman;  Gr.  W.  Bright,  G.  P.;  J.  J.  Franklin,  private, 
U.  S.  M.  0. ;  F.  Hill,  private,  U.  S.  M.  C. ;  P.  Parker,  private,  U.  S.  M.  0. ; 
T.  Hoban,  coxswain;  B.  F.  Baker,  coxswain;  W.  Meyer,  carpenter's 
mate,  third  class;  H.  Van  Etten,  seaman;  J.  Eglit,  seaman;  E.  Blume, 
seaman;  H.  H.  Miller,  seaman;  W.  Miller,  seaman;  M.  Gibbons,  oiler; 
P.  Gaughan,  first  sergeant,  U.  S.  M.  0,;  O.  W.  Field,  private, 
U.  S.  M.  0.;  J.  F.  Scott,  private,  TJ.  S.  M.  C;  M.  Kearney,  private, 
U.  S.  M.  C. 

This  vessel  took  up  its  position  for  firing  about  800  yards  southward 
and  eastward  of  the  light-house,  and  fired  its  first  shot  at  about  7  a.  m. 

While  steaming  into  position  I  saw  very  distinctly  about  two  compa- 
nies of  Spanish  troops  in  rifle  pits  just  back  of  our  objective  point,  the 
cable  house.    These  men  deployed  and  took  cover  as  we  approached. 

After  clearing  the  locality  of  fire,  the  expedition  of  boats  (2  steam 
cutters  and  2  sailing  launches)  went  in  to  their  work  under  cover  of  the 
guns  of  this  vessel  and  the  Marhlehead. 

The  difllcult  work  of  our  men  proceeded  until  about  10.15  a.  m.,  when 
there  arrived  reenforcements  for  the  enemy,  made  evident  by  the  firing, 
which  proved  to  be  a  very  severe  infantry  fire.  These  reenforcements 
arrived  without  being  seen  and  deployed  under  cover,  apparently  tak- 
ing excellent  positions. 

The  boat  work  had  up  to  this  time  proceeded  well ;  we  had  slackened 
our  fire  to  an  occasional  shot  into  the  bushes  and  hills,  but  with  the  fire 
of  the  enemy  renewed  the  Marhlehead  and  Nashville  began  again  rapid 
fire.    We  were  then  about  600  yards  from  shore  and  to  windward. 

The  enemy  had  smokeless  powder  and  fired  from  the  Mauser  rifle, 
caliber  .273.  Here  was  shown  one  great  advantage  of  smokeless 
powder.  Although  we  were  under  a  very  severe  fire  we  had  no  target 
but  the  country  we  saw.  Close  up  by  this  time,  to  within  500  yards  of 
the  shore,  not  a  Spaniard  could  be  seen,  with  our  smoke  rolling  down 
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to  leeward,  obscnring  the  enemy.  With  the  increasing  fire  oar  boats 
had  to  stop  work  and  seek  cover,  but  they  did  not  start  till  they  were 
absolutely  obliged  to,  under  a  very  severe  small-arm  fire. 

Just  about  this  time  Commander  Maynard  was  struck  in  the  region 
of  the  heart  by  a  spent  bullet  and  was  incapacitated  for  command.  It 
was  reported  to  me  that  the  captain  was  wounded.  I  at  once  took  tem- 
porary command  and  ran  the  vessel  close  inshore,  passing  between  the 
boats  (now  retreating)  and  the  enemy,  taking  their  fire.  Having  the 
boats  under  cover,  steamed  out  of  small-arm  range  and  hoisted  boats 
aboard. 

This  vessel  was  obliged  to  be  under  severe  infantry  fire  for  some 
time,  and,  with  the  people  so  exposed,  it  is  remarkable  that  so  few  were 
hit.  The  vessel  received  no  serious  damage;  a  few  falls  were  cut;  the 
boom  boats  have  many  bullet  holes  in  them  and  the  indications  of 
heavy  small-arm  fire  are  to  be  seen  all  over  the  upper  deck. 

Of  course,  the  enemy  could  only  fire  into  our  smoke,  the  position  of 
the  Nashville  surely  indicated  by  her  two  very  high  smoke  pipes  tower- 
ing above  all  smoke. 

The  men  on  the  upper  deck  not  actually  engaged  in  serving  the  guns 
were  ordered  under  cover,  and  here  was  displayed  the  good  use  of  the 
compressed  cotton  which  we  had  distributed  along  the  rail.  It  proved 
efflcient  for  it  was  often  struck. 

I  am  glad  to  report  excellent  fire  discipline,  and  that  ofilcers  and  men 
worked  with  coolness  and  intelligence. 

The  work  performed  by  the  people  in  the  boats  was  both  hazardous 
and  dififlcult,  and  too  much  credit  can  not  be  given  to  Lieutenant  Wins- 
low  for  his  excellent  judgment  and  consummate  coolness,  under  most 
trying  conditions  of  heavy  sea  and  destructive  fire  of  the  enemy.  As 
soon  as  Lieutenant  Winslow  had  seen  his  wounded  cared  for,  though 
wounded  himself,  he  came  to  the  bridge  for  duty. 

Lieutenant  Winslow  has  made  known  to  me  the  excellent  duty  per- 
formed by  Ensign  Magruder,  as  the  ofllcer  having  charge  of  the  steam 
launches. 

I  consider  that  having  our  upper  deck  flush  to  be  a  great  disad- 
vantage. 

This  vessel  performing  her  tactical  function  maybe  exposed  to  severe 
small  arm  firing.  There  is  absolutely  no  protection  for  the  people  on 
the  upper  deck ;  all  hands  stand  out  most  conspicuous  targets  for  the 
enemy's  fire. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  C.  Dillingham, 

Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Executive  Officer, 

The  Commanding  Offiobe. 


115267. 

niestmotlon  of  llght-lioiiaes  and  searoli  for  BTi1>marine  oablea.] 

U.  8.  S.  Eagle, 

At  Sea,  May  12, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  Eagle  reached  the  light-ship 
off  Diego  Perez  Island  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  11th  instant  and  at  once  com- 
menced a  search  for  the  submarine  cable  connecting  Batabano  with 
Cienfuegos. 

A  boat  was  sent  to  the  light-ship  and  the  keeper's  services  secured  to 
aid  in  the  search. 
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Six  lines  were  carefully  ruu  at  varying  depths  between  the  light-ship 
and  the  point  of  the  shoal  to  the  eastward,  now  marked  by  a  wreck,  the 
bottom  being  visible  most  of  the  time.  This  vessel  and  two  of  her 
boats  performed  this  duty,  but  without  a  satisfactory  result.  The 
strong  wind  and  rough  sea,  the  pilot's  assurance  that  no  good  holding 
ground  could  be  found  for  an  anchorage,  the  evident  fact  that  the 
chart  was  extremely  unreliable,  and  the  positive  statement  of  the  light- 
ship keeper  that  no  one  had  overhauled  the  cable  in  that  vicinity  for 
over  three  years  determined  me  to  abandon  the  search  at  4  p.  m.  as 
fruitless,  it  being  more  than  probable  that  the  cable  was  buried  deep 
in  the  sand  of  the  reefs. 

In  accordance  with  your  order,  the  light-ship  was  then  set  on  fire  and 
was  burning  fiercely  when  this  vessel  left.  Her  keeper  expressing  a 
desire  to  go  to  Gienfuegos,  took  him  on  board  this  vessel  with  his  per- 
sonal effects  and  his  own  small  boat,  and  will  drop  him  off  Gienfuegos 
when  you  so  direct. 

This  action  on  my  part  was  principally  due  to  the  fact  that  the  sea 
was  too  rough  for  him  to  get  ashore  unaided.  He  states  that  he  is  a 
Cuban  and  has  not  received  his  salary  from  the  Government  for  the 
last  seven  months. 

We  reached  Piedras  Cay  at  sunset.  Sent  an  armed  crew  on  shore 
and  destroyed  the  lighting  apparatus  and  what  pertained  thereto. 
Two  men  were  in  charge  of  the  light  and  with  them  a  small  boy.  These 
we  found  in  a  starving  condition,  in  consequence  of  which  it  became 
necessary  to  bring  them  on  board  for  removal  from  the  island.  They 
had  been  eight  months  without  pay,  three  weeks  without  any  commu- 
nication with  the  outside,  and  five  days  without  food. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHEELAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  If,,  Commanding. 
Commander  B.  H.  McCalla,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Division. 


111674. 

[Beport  of  men  -wounded  in  engagement  off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba.] 

U.  S.  S.  Makblbhbad, 
Off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 
SiE:  According  to  article  653,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  to 
report  the  following  men  wounded  in  an  engagement  which  took  place 
oft'  this  place  while  trying  to  cut  a  cable:  Patrick  Eeagan,  private 
marine,  shot  through  head;  Herman  W.  Kuchneister,  private  marine, 
shot  through  jaw;   Harry  Henrickson,  seaman,  shot  through  liver; 
Ernest  Suntzenich,  apprentice,  first  class,  fracture  right  leg;  John  J. 
Doran,  boatswain's  mate,  second  class,  gunshot  wound  right  buttock; 
John  Davis,  gunner's  mate,  third  class,  gunshot  wound  right  leg; 
William  Levery,  apprentice,  first  class,  small  gunshot  wound  left  leg; 
two  of  whom  will  probably  die,  viz,  Eeagan  and  Kuchneister. 
Respectfully, 

Andrew  R.  Wentworth,* 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  8.  N. 
The  Commanding-  Officer. 

Approved  and  forwarded. 

B.  H.  McCalla, 

Commander. 

*  Report  received  without  signature;  name  inserted  at  Department. 


200  BUEEAU   OP    NAVIGATION. 

XJ.  S.  S.  Machias, 
Off  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Wilmington  off 
this  place  and  the  receipt  of  your  order  to  proceed  oft'  Matanzas  this 
morning. 

Having  for  some  time  conceived  a  plan  to  attack  and  cut  out  the  three 
small  gunboats  inside,  but  not  having  suitable  ships,  the  arrival  of  the 
Wilmington  and  Winsloio  this  morning  induced  me  to  confer  with  Com- 
mander Todd,  of  the  Wilmington,  on  the  subject.  He  was  anxious  to 
participate. 

The  Machias,  Wilmington,  Hudson,  and  Winslow  proceeded  in  as  far 
as  the  obstructions  would  allow.  The  Machias  took  up  position  about 
2,100  yards  northeast  of  Diana  Cay.  The  Wilmington,  with  the  Hudson 
and  Winsloi€,  proceeded  to  enter  the  inner  harbor  between  Romero  and 
Blanco  cays,  where  I  felt  quite  certain  there  were  no  mines,  the  depth 
of  water  by  chart  bein  g  If  fathoms.  The  three  vessels  found  no  trouble 
in  entering  and  were  soon  steaming  into  Cardenas  Bay.  I  opened  fire 
on  Diana  Cay  signal  station  and  sent  the  launch  with  Ensign  Willard 
in  charge  to  take  possession  of  the  station  and  find  the  wires  and 
explode  the  mines,  if  possible,  or  cut  them.  N"o  wires  were  found, 
however,  although  strict  search  was  made  for  them  on  the  island  and 
by  dredging  around  it. 

Mr.  Willard  accomplished  the  work  in  a  very  excellent  manner, 
destroying  the  station  and  all  government  property,  which  had  been 
abandoned  in  a  very  hurried  manner;  and  as  a  signal  of  his  success 
hoisted  the  American  flag  on  the  signal  station,  and  brought  on  board 
the  Spanish  flag,  together  with  the  station's  signal  apparatus. 

At  1.40  p.  m.  fire  opened  from  the  Wilmington  and  Hudson  and  Win- 
slow,  and  was  continued  until  3  p.  m.,  when  the  three  vessels  com- 
menced the  return  to  the  outer  anchorage. 

Inclosed  please  find  the  report  of  Commander  Todd,  of  the  Wilming- 
ton, and  Lieutenant  jJernadou,  of  the  Winslow. 

I  regret  very  much  that  serious  casualties  occurred.  I  send  the 
Hudson  to  Key  West  to-night  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  as  soon 
as  I  can  repair  the  Winslow  and  get  her  in  a  seaworthy  condition  I  will 
send  her  to  Key  West,  either  under  her  own  steam  or  in  tow  of  the 
Wilmington  or  tow  her  with  this  ship. 

I  am  unable  to  forward  the  report  of  the  commanding  offlcer  of  the 
Hudson,  who  will  submit  it  in  person. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  P.  Merry, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Fatal  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  'Wilmington,  3d  Rate, 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 

Sir:  Upon  arrival  oflf  this  port  this  morning  to  relieve  tlie  Machias,  tiiree  Spanish 
gunboats  were  observed  inside  of  what  were  believed  to  be  mines.  Soon  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Wilmington  the  torpedo  boat  Winslow,  Lieut.  J.  B.  Bernadou  command- 
ing, appeared,  the  revenue-cutter  Hudson  being  already  at  the  station. 

A  careful  study  of  the  chart  showed  that  the  Wilmington  could  get  inside  the  bay 
through  another  channel.  With  the  approval  of  the  senior  officer,  this  vessel  the 
torpedo  boat  Winslow,  and  the  Hudson  proceeded  inside  the  bay,  in  off  the  city  of 
Cardenas,  to  capture  these  boats  if  possible.  It  was  not  possible  for  the  Wilmington 
to  approach  the  wharves  nearer  than  2,000  yards  or  more,  on  account  of  the  depth  of 
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the  -water,  the  pilot  being  on  board.  The  gunboats  could  not  be  made  ont  from  this 
ship,  and  the  IVinslow  was  directed  to  go  closer  in,  to  see  if  she  could  determine  where 
they  were  lying.  She  had  proceeded  probably  700  or  800  yards  inside  of  the  Wil- 
mington when  a  gun  was  fired  from  on  shore,  apparently  from  the  bow  of  a  gunboat 
moored.  The  fire  was  at  once  returned  from  this  ship  and  the  Winslow,  the  Hudson 
not  yet  being  within  range.  A  rapid  fire  was  kept  up  on  this  and  other  guns,  the 
location  of  which  could  not  be  determined,  whether  they  were  on  board  vessels  or 
not;  but  it  is  believed  there  was  a  battery  behind  some  of  the  shipping  lying  along 
the  water  front. 

After  a  rapid  exchange  of  shots  for  about  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  it  was  evident 
that  the  Winsloiv  could  not  steer.  In  the  meantime  the  Hudson  had  come  up  and 
opened  fire,  and  the  Winslow  aslred  to  he  towed  out,  as  her  steering  [gear]  had  been  dis- 
abled. The  fire  from  this  vessel  was  continued  until  the  Winslow  was  out  of  tlie  range 
of  the  shore  guns.  The  torpedo  boat  seems  to  have  been  the  main  target  at  which  the 
enemy  fired,  for  she  was  struck  several  times,  one  engine  disabled,  steering  gear 
shot  away,  and  one  boiler  disabled.  Her  commanding  officer,  Lieutenant  Bernadon, 
was  wounded,  but  not  seriously.  Ensign  Worth  Bagley  was  fatally  wounded,  and 
died  before  he  could  be  brought  on  hoard  the  Wilmington.  Two  enlisted  men,  John 
Varveres,  oiler,  and  John  Ueneefe,  fireman,  first  class,  were  killed  on  board  the  Wins- 
low; two  othi  T  men  were  fatally  wounded,  one  of  them,  J.  V.  Meek,  fireman,  first 
class,  died  in  a  boat  while  being  transferred  to  this  ship;  the  other,  Josiah  Tunell, 
ship's  cook,  first  class,  died  on  board  this  ship  after  having  been  brought  on  board. 
One  other  man  of  the  Winslow,  W.  J.  Patterson,  fireman,  first  class,  is  now  on  board 
this  ship  seriously  but  not  fatally  wounded. 

This  ship  was  struck  only  twice  so  far  as  can  be  determined  at  this  time,  although 
many  fragments  and  small  projectiles  flew  over  the  deck;  there  were,  however,  no 
casualties  on  board  this  ship  or  on  board  the  Hudson. 

With  your  approval,  I  will  send  these  men  and  bodies  to  Key  West  on  the  Hudson 
to-night,  and  will  take  steps  to  repair  and  take  charge  of  the  torpedo  boat  Winslow 
and  send  her  to  Key  West  as  soon  as  possible. 

No  estimate  of  the  damage  on  shore  can  be  made,  but  a  large  fire  was  observed, 
undoubtedly  having  been  caused  from  the  shells  fired  from  this  vessel.  The  city 
itself  was  not  fired  at,  but  the  vessels  and  battery  on  the  wharf.  As  soon  as  the 
wounded  were  transferred  to  this  vessel  I  proceeded  to  the  outer  anchorage. 

The  handling  of  the  Winslow  in  this  hot  fire  was  highly  meritorious. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Winslow,  throngh  me,  desires  to  commend  to  the 
Department  the  general  conduct  of  the  crew  of  the  Winslow,  and  especially  that  of 
Chief  Gunner's  Mate  Brady. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  C.  Todd, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commanding  Officer  U.  S.  S.  Machias, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


No.  53.]  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Rate, 

Off  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898. 

Slit:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning  the  U.  S.  S.  Winslow 
and  the  part  she  took  in  the  action  oil'  Cardenas  the  11th  instant: 

At  5  a.  m.  of  the  11th  instant  I  left  my  station  on  the  blockade  off  Matanzas,  my 
supply  of  coal  being  practically  exhausted,  after  seven  days  cruising,  and  proceeded 
to  Cardenas,  where  I  had  been  promised  an  additional  supply  of  coal  by  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Machias.  On  arriving  at  that  point  I  was  informed 
by  Captain  Merry  to  make  my  application  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Wilmington,  as  the  Machias  was  about  to  proceed  to  her  station  on  the  blockade  off 
Matanzas.  Captain  Merry  added  that  in  the  event  of  my  not  obtaining  the  coal  he 
would  furnish  the  same. 

Upon  visiting  the  mimington  I  was  requested  by  Captain  Todd  to  take  on  board 
a  Cuban  pilot,  already  upon  that  vessel,  to  follow  out  and  explore  for  torpedoes  a 
10-foot  channel  between  Romero  and  Blanco  Keys,  to  be  used  by  the  Wilmington  in 
entering  Cardenas  Harbor.  This  work  I  performed  and  completed  by  12  m.,  being 
assisted  therein  by  the  captain  of  the  U.  S.  revenue-cutter  Hudson.  At  this  time  I 
accompanied  the  Wilmington  through  the  said  channel  into  Cardenas.  No  steam  ves- 
sels were  sighted  in  close  proximity  during  entrance.  Upon  approaching  the  town 
*  *  *  at  a  distance  of  about  3,000  yards,  a  small  steamer  painted  gray  was  sighted 
moored  alongside  a  wharf  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town.  I  was  directed  by  Captain 
Todd  to  approach  the  vessel  and  examine  her  character.  I  thereupon  steamed  toward 
the  mole  at  full  speed.  On  approaching,  at  a  distance  of  about  1,500  yards,  the  gun- 
boat opened  fire  with  her  bow  gun,  and  at  the  same  time  a  large  number  of  shots  were 
fired  &om  the  same  locality,  making  very  little  smoke,  but  to  the  left  of  the  gunboat 
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(these  I  considered  used  smokeless  powder),  and  a  shore  battery  to  the  left  of  the 
gunboat.  The  Winsloxo  at  once  began  firing  and  maintained  fire  until  the  end  of  the 
action  of  these  ships.  She  was  soon  riddled,  the  steering  engine,  port  main  engine, 
and  forward  boiler  were  disabled;  one  compartment  set  on  tire.  Judging  from  the 
size  of  the  shot  holes  the  enemy  were  employing  guns  from  2|  to  3  moh  caliber. 
The  Winalow  finally  became  unmanageable  and  at  the  end  of  the  fight  was  towecl 
out  of  range  by  the  revenue-cutter  Hudson.    Casualties  were  as  follows : 

Killed:  Ensign  Worth  Bagley,  U.  S.  N. ;  Oiler  John  Varveres,  Firemen  (first 
class)  J.  Deneefe  and  J.  V.  Meek,  Cabin  Cook  Josiah  Tunell.        „,.  ,^,  ,, 

Wounded:  \\'illiam  Patterson,  seriously,  but  not  fatally.  Slightly  wounaed: 
Daniel  McKeown,  quartermaster,  first  class. 

I  myself  was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  splinter  at  the  beginning  of  the  action. 

The  enemy  had  placed  a  number  of  light  wooden  buoys  in  the  harbor  as  range 
marks. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  excellent  coolness  and  steadiness  of  the  whole 
ship's  company,  especially  the  following  men:  J.  Brady,  gunner's  mate;  Cox,  sea- 
man; Gunner's  Mate  (first  class)  F.  C.  Cooly;  Chief  Machinist  Hans  Johnson;  and 
Water  Tenders  O'Hearn  and  Madden. 

The  dead  and  wounded  were  kindly  taken  care  of  by  the  commanding  officer  and 
officers  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington  and  by  Surgeon  Cook,  of  that  vessel. 

I  desire  also  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  revenue- 
cutter  Hudson,  when,  being  under  a  heavy  fire,  he  towed  this  vessel  out  of  action.  As 
both  officers  of  the  Wivslow  were  disabled,  I  turned  the  command  of  the  ship  over  to 
Captain  Todd,  of  the  Wilmint/ton, 

In  my  opinion,  the  injuries  to  the  Winslow  can  soon  be  repaired,  so  as  to  render 
her  again  an  eificient  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  B.  Bernadou, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Winslow. 
Per  J.  V.  Klemann,  Ensign,  U.  S.  N. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navt, 

Jffavy  Department,  W  ashington,  D.  G. 


Convent  Hospitai.,  Key  West,  Fla.,  May  16,  1898. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action  off  Cardenas,  Cuba, 
as  participated  in  by  the  U.  S.  torpedo  boat  Winslow,  to  supplement  the  summarized 
statement  submitted  by  me  on  the  11th  instant,  the  day  of  the  fight. 

The  Winslow  arrived  off  Cardenas  from  Matanzas  at  9  a.  m.  on  the  11th,  having  left 
her  station  on  the  blockade  to  obtain  an  additional  supply  of  coal,  the  amount  of 
fuel  in  her  bunkers  being  reduced  to  5  tons.  The  U.  S.  S.  Machias  and  Wilmington 
wore  found  at  Piedras  Cay.  Upon  making  application  to  Captain  Merry,  the  senior 
officer  present,  I  was  directed  to  apply  to  Captain  Todd,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wil- 
mington, for  necessary  supplies. 

On  boarding  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington  I  was  informed  by  her  commanding  officer  of 
his  intention  to  enter  Cardenas  Harbor  on  the  afternoon  of  that  day.  Of  the  three 
channels  leading  through  the  cays  two  were  believed  to  be  mined.  There  remained 
unexplored  a  third  channel,  between  Romero  and  Blanco  Cays,  over  which  the  mini- 
mum depth  of  water,  as  shown  by  the  chart,  was  1}  fathoms.  As  the  rise  of  tide 
at  this  place  was  abont  li  feet,  and  as  the  Wilmington  drew  scant  10  feet,  I  was 
directed  to  receive  on  board  a  Cuban  pilot,  Santos,  to  take  with  me  the  revenue- 
cutter  Hudson  to  sound  this  channel,  and,  in  company  with  the  Hudson,  to  sweep  the 
channel  for  torpedoes.  This  work  I  completed  by  noon,  except  the  sweeping  of  the 
channel,  which  could  not  be  done  on  account  of  the  grounding  of  the  Hudson.  That 
vessel  touched  lightly,  but  managed  to  work  off  without  injury.  The  Winslow,  there- 
fore, dragged  the  channel  with  grapnels  and  returned  to  the  Wilmington,  reporting 
to  Captain  Todd  upon  the  practicability  of  the  entrance. 

The  entrance  was  begun  at  12.30,  high  tide,  the  Hudson  on  the  starboard  side  and 
the  Winslow  on  the  port  side  of  the  Wilmington  assisting  in  marking  out  shoal  water. 
No  vessels  were  in  sight  on  entering  Cardenas  Bay  save  two  square-rigged  merchant- 
men with  sails  unbent,  anchored  directly  off  the  town.  As  it  was  thought  possible 
that  gunboats  might  attempt  to  escape,  the  Hudson  was  sent  along  the  western  side 
and  the  Winslow  along  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay  to  intercept  them  in  event  of  such 
movement ;  not  finding  them  the  three  vessels  met  off  the  town  at  a  distance  of  about 
3,500  yards.  When  in  this  position  the  Winslow  was  signaled  to  approach  the  Wil- 
mington within  hail  and  I  was  directed  by  Captain  Todd  to  go  in  and  investigate  a 
small  gunboat  then  observed  for  the  first  time,  painted  gray  with  black  smokestack, 
apparently  not  under  steam  and  moored  to  a  wharf,  to  the  left  of  which  arose  a  com- 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  203 

pact  mass  of  buildings  close  to  the  water  front.  Torpecl  oes  were  set  for  surface  runs, 
the  fans  upon  the  war-noses  were  run  up  so  as  to  provide  for  explosion  at  short  range 
for  use  alongside  of  the  gunboat,  and  all  preparations  were  made  forimmediate  action. 

At  a  distance  of  about  1,500  yards,  at  which  time  the  Winslow  was  advancing  at 
about  12  knots,  which  seems  her  maximum  speed  in  quite  shoal  water,  the  first  gun 
of  the  engagement  was  fired  from  the  bow  of  the  Spanish  gunboat,  marked  by  a 
clear  puif  of  white  smoke.  This  shot,  which  passed  over  the  Winslow,  was  at  once 
replied  to  by  that  ship  and  was  the  signal  for  the  commencement  from  the  beach  of 
a  rapidly  sustained  fire,  characterized  primarily  by  a  total  absence  of  smoke.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  firing  I  received  a  flesh  wound  in  the  left  thigh.  As  the 
action  advanced  a  cloud  of  haze  collected  on  shore  at  the  location  of  this  battery 
and  when  closest  I  detected  one  or  two  gun  flashes  from  among  the  buildings  but  at 
no  time  could  I  detect  the  exact  position  of  the  guns.  My  uncertainty  as  to  the 
position  of  the  enemy  was  attested  to  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Hudson  and 
by  ofiicers  commanding  gun  divisions  on  the  Wilmington  who  inquired  of  me  shortly 
after  the  action  what  I  made  out  to  be  the  enemy's  exact  position. 

At  this  time  the  wind  was  blowing  from  the  ships  toward  the  shore.  The  first 
shot  that  pierced  the  Winslow  rendered  her  steam  and  hand-steering  gear  inoperative 
and  damaged  them  beyond  repair.  Efforts  to  work  the  hand-steering  gear  from  aft 
were  frustrated  by  the  wrecking  of  that  mechanism  and  the  rupture  of  both  wheel 
ropes ;  relieving  tackles  failed  to  operate  the  rudder.  For  a  short  time  the  vessel 
was  held  in  her  bows  on  position  by  use  of  her  propellers.  She  then  swung  broad- 
side to  the  enemy.  A  shot  now  pierced  her  engine  room  rendering  one  engine  inop- 
erative. I  directed  my  attention  to  maintaining  fire  from  her  1-pounder  guns,  to 
keeping  the  vessel  constantly  in  movement,  so  as  to  reduce  the  chances  of  her  being 
hit,  to  endeavoring  to  withdraw  from  close  range,  and  to  keeping  clear  of  the  line 
of  fire  of  the  Wilmington  and  Hudson.  The  use  of  the  remaining  engine,  however, 
had  the  effect  of  throwing  her  stern  toward  the  enemy  upon  backing,  while  going 
ahead  threw  her  bow  in  the  same  direction.  Under  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Wilmington 
the  fire  of  the  enemy  slackened.  The  Spanish  gunboat  was  silenced  and  put  out  of 
action  early  in  the  engagement. 

The  Winslow  now  being  practically  disabled,  I  signaled  to  the  Hudson  to  tow  ns 
out  of  action.  She  very  gallantly  approached  us,  and  we  succeeded  in  getting  a 
line  to  her.  Previous  to  this,  the  alternate  rapid  backing  and  steaming  ahead  of 
the  Winslow  had  had  the  effect  of  working  her  out  from  under  the  enemy's  batteries, 
and  in  this  way  a  distance  of  about  300  yards  was  gained.  Finding  that  we  were 
working  out  in  this  manner,  I  directed  Ensign  Bagley  to  concentrate  his  attention 
upon  the  movement  of  the  ship,  watching  the  vessel  so  as  to  keep  her  out  of  the 
Wilmington's  way,  and  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  man  at  the  reversing  gear, 
mechanical  communication  from  deck  to  engine  room  being  impracticable.  This 
necessitated  Mr.  Bagley  making  repeated  short  trips  from  the  deck  to  the  foot  of 
the  engine  room  ladder  while  directing  the  vessel's  course,  and  at  the  moment  of 
being  on  deck  he  stood  abreast  the  starboard  gun  close  to  a  gronp  of  men  who  had 
been  stationed  below,  but  who  had  been  sent  on  deck  from  the  disabled  machinery. 
A  shell  hitting,  I  believe,  a  hose-reel,  exploded  instantly,  killing  Ensign  Bagley  and 
two  others  and  mortally  wounding  two.  This  accident,  which  occurred  at  the  close 
of  the  action,  was  virtually  its  end ;  the  enemy  fired  a  few  more  shots,  but  was  soon 
completely  silenced  by  the  heavy  fire  of  the  Wilmington.  The  conduct  of  Ensign 
Bagley  and  the  men  with  him,  as  well  as  that  of  the  crew  who  survived  the  fight, 
is  beyond  commendation.  After  seeing  the  dead  and  wounded  removed  from  the 
Winslow  and  conveyed  on  board  the  Wilmington,  I  turned  over  the  command  of  the 
ship  to  Gunner's  Mate  G.  P.  Brady,  my  own  injury  preventing  me  from  perfoiming 
active  duty  for  the  time  being. 

I  haye  the  honor,  to  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Bernadou, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Navy. 

The  Secretakt  of  the  Navy. 


U.  8.  Steamer  Hudson  (2), 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  13,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honer  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  participation  by  this 
vessel  in  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  forces  at  Cardenas  on  the  11th  instant. 
At  11.30  a.  m.,  while  off  the  main  entrance  to  Cardenas  Bay,  the  Hudson  was 
ordered  by  the  senior  officer  present  to  accompany  the  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington  and  the 
U.  S.  S.  T.  B.  WiAislovi  inside.  All  three  vessels  started  immediately,  and  after  some 
preliminary  soundings  to  determine  the  best  water,  passed  through  Blanco  Channel 
into  the  bay  and  headed  for  Cardenas.    About  1  p.  m.,  when  abreast  of  Corajal  Point, 
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the  Hudson  was  ordered  by  commanding  officer  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington  to  "go  out  and 
look  at  small  craft."  Steamed  over  toward  Diana  Cay,  and  skirted  the  western 
shore  of  the  bay.  Discovered  no  vessels,  and  observing  that  the  Wilmington  and 
Winslov)  were  nearing  Cardenas,  at  1.35  p.  m.  steamed  toward  them  at  full  speed. 
At  1.45,  when  a  little  over  a  mile  distant  from  our  vessels,  saw  firing  commence  from 
the  shore  which  was  immediately  returned  by  our  ships.  At  1.50  when  within 
range  of  the  shore  guns,  the  Hudson  opened  fire  upon  them  with  her  two  6-pounders. 
Observing  that  the  Winslow  was  quite  close  inshore  and  exposed  to  the  full  strength 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  ran  up  alongside  of  the  Wilmington  and  asked  if  we  should  go 
to  her  assistance,  Winslow.  Eeceived  the  answer  "  Yes,"  and  immediately  steamed 
in  to  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Winslow,  keeping  up  a  constant  and  rapid  fire 
from  the  Hudson's  battery  upon  the  enemy's  guns  on  shore.  At  2.20  commanding 
officer  Winsloiv  reported  his  vessel  totally  disabled  and  requested  to  be  towed  out  of 
range.  Owing  to  the  shoal  water  and  the  rapid  drift  toward  shore  of  the  Winslow 
(the  wind  was  on  shore),  it  was  fully  thirty  minutes  before  the  Hudson  succeeded  in 
making  a  line  fast  from  the  Winslow  and  starting  ahead  with  her.  The  enemy  kept 
up  a  constant  fire  during  this  time,  which  appeared  to  be  especially  directed  toward 
the  Winsloxo,  which  was  returned  at  every  opportunity  by  the  Winslow  and  Hudson. 
The  Winslow  was  towed  alongside  the  Wilmington,  from  which  vessel  a  boat  was  sent 
with  a  medical  officer,  who  transferred  the  dead  and  wounded  from  the  Winsloiv  to 
the  Wilmington.  Finally,  at  about  3.30  p.  m.,  all  three  vessels  steamed  out  of  the 
bay,  the  Winslow  in  tow  of  the  Hudson.  At  about  dark  joined  the  U.  S.  S.  Machias 
outside,  when  the  Winslow  was  anchored. 

At  9.15  p.  m.  the  Hudson  started  for  Key  West  with  dispatches  for  the  senior  officer 
commanding  that  station,  and  carrying  the  dead  and  wounded  from  the  Winslow. 
Eeported  to  the  senior  officer  commanding  at  Key  West  at  7.10  on  the  morning  of 
the  12th  instant.  The  only  damage  resulting  to  the  Hudson  during  the  engagement 
were  a  few  slight  marks  from  small  projectiles  upon  two  of  the  fire  room  ventilators, 
and  a  few  bullet  marks  upon  the  outside  of  the  pilot-house  plating.  One  hundred 
and  thirty-five  shells  were  fired  from  the  two  6-pounder8  during  the  action. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Frank  H.  Newcomb, 
First  Lieutenant,  Beoenue  Cutter  Service,  Commanding. 

The  Sbcebtaet  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
(Through  senior  officer  commanding  naval  station,  Key  West,  Fla.) 


U.  S.  Revenue  Cutter  Hudson, 
At  Sea,  Cardenas  to  Key  West,  May  IS,  1898. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  state  the  following  in  addition  to  the  report  made  to  you  by  me 
from  Cardenas  yesterday: 

The  1-pounder  guns  of  the  Winslow  were  constantly  in  action  throughout  the 
fight.    Torpedoes  were  ready,  but  there  was  no  chance  to  employ  them. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Bernadou, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


Tebastjey  Dbpaetmbnt,  Office  of  the  Secretary, 

Washington,  B.  C,  June  22, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  information 
copy  of  supplementary  report  submitted  by  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  revenue  cutter  Hudson,  in  cooperation  with  the  naval  service,  giv- 
ing additional  particulars  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Hudson  in  the  action 
at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  on  May  11, 1898,  and  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
final  paragraph  of  said  report. 

EespectfuUy  yours,  O.  L.  Spaulding, 

Acting  Secretary. 
The  Seoretaet  op  the  Navy. 
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U.  S.  Steamer  Hudson, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  June  16,  1898. 

Sib  :  For  the  better  information  of  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  supplementary  report  containing  certain  facts  relating  to  the  part 
taken  by  this  vessel  in  the  late  engagement  at  Cardenas,  on  the  11th  ultimo,  which 
■were  omitted  in  the  hasty  preparation  of  my  report  of  the  Slst  ultimo. 

The  injuries  sustained  by  the  Hudson  from  the  enemy's  projectiles  were  as 
follows : 

The  hull  was  struck  in  two  places  below  the  guards  on  the  starboard  side  and  two 
places  on  the  port  side — one  below  the  guards  and  the  other  on  the  after  filling  piece 
between  the  guards,  evidently  bya  piece  of  a  large  projectile,  as  it  left  quite  a  deep 
dent  in  the  hard  wood.  No  damage  resulted  from  the  other  places  struck  beyond 
knocking  off  the  paint  and  scaling  the  iron  at  the  points  of  contact. 

The  rudder  on  the  port  aide,  where  it  joins  the  stock,  was  struck  once,  with  simi- 
lar results.  The  forward  fire-room  ventilator  on  the  starboard  side  above  the  upper 
deck  was  struck  four  times,  one  only  resulting  in  a  perforation,  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  in  diameter.  The  after  ventilator  on  the  same  side  was  struck  once  and  perfo- 
rated, the  hole  being  about  one-balf  of  an  inch  in  diameter. 

The  after  end  of  the  pilot  house  was  spattered  with  numerous  small  pieces  of  lead, 
each  of  which  was  buried  out  of  sight  in  the  wood.  The  light  joiner  work  of  the 
cabin  was  shaken  and  shattered  more  or  less  by  the  fire  of  the  after  6-pounder,  while 
windows,  lamp  shades,  and  other  fragile  articles  were  smashed. 

During  the  action  135  rounds  were  fired  from  the  two  6-pounder  guns.  The  Colt 
automatic  gun  on  the  upper  deck  was  not  used,  its  fire  being  reserved  for  short  range 
in  ease  the  vessel  became  disabled  and  drifted  near  the  shore. 

Second  Lieut.  W.  H.  Scott  was  in  charge  of  the  after  6-pounder  and  Third  Lieut. 
E.  E.  Mead  of  the  forward  one.  The  coolness  and  intrepidity  manifested  by  these 
gentlemen  in  handling  their  respective  gun's  crews,  and  taking  advantage  of  every 
favorable  opportunity  to  get  in  an  effective  shot  at  the  enemy,  and  their  ettorts  under 
the  most  trying  circumstances  to  run  lines  to  the  disabled  Winalow  are  deserving  of 
the  highest  commendation. 

The  professional  skill  and  promptness  displayed  by  Mr.  N.  E.  Cutohin,  the  engi- 
neer (first  assistant)  in  charge,  in  responding  to  the  constant  and  exacting  demands 
upon  the  machinery  in  maneuvering  the  vessel,  merit  unstinted  praise.  Not  the 
slightest  hitch  or  delay  of  any  kind  occurred  in  the  workings  of  his  department,  and 
the  successful  issue  of  the  day's  operations  was  undoubtedly  due  in  a  great  measure 
to  his  efforts  and  those  of  the  men  under  him. 

Whenever  the  services  of  Second  Assistant  Engineer  T.  D.  Lewton  could  be  spared 
from  the  engine  and  fire  rooms,  he  cheerfully  repaired  to  the  pilot  house,  where  his 
aid  in  locating  the  other  vessels  and  the  direction  of  the  enemy's  guns,  in  the  midst 
of  the  dense  smoke  from  the  Hudaon'a  guns,  which  at  times  prevailed,  was  of  the 
utmost  assistance. 

Each  and  every  member  of  the  crew,  from  the  boatswain  down  to  Moses  Jones,  the 
colored  boy,  who  attached  himself  to  the  after  gun  and  never  failed  to  have  a  shell 
ready  when  it  was  needed,  did  his  whole  duty  cheerfully  and  without  the  least  hesi- 
tation. This  appears  the  more  remarkable  in  view  of  the  fact  that  none  of  them 
had  ever  been  under  fire  before  and  that  the  guns  were  without  protection  or  shelter 
of  any  kind. 

They  deserve  the  most  substantial  recognition  in  the  power  of  the  Government  for 
their  heroic  services  upon  this  occasion. 

I  take  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the  remarkable  bravery  displayed  by  Lieutenant 
Bemadou  and  the  men  of  the  Winalow,  and  consider  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  privi- 
leges of  my  life  to  have  been  an  eyewitness  of  their  conduct  at  a  time  when  many 
men  would  have  felt  justified  in  abandoning  all  hope.  With  such  officers  and  such 
men  the  American  nation  may  well  be  proud  of  its  Navy. 
Eespeotfully,  youis, 

Frank  H.  Newcomb, 
Firat  Lieutenant,  Revenue- Cu Iter  Service,  Commanding. 

The  Seckbtaky  of  the  Treasury, 

Waahington,  D.  C. 


128506. 

[Commending  members  of  crew  for  bravery.] 

D".  S.  ToEPEDO  Boat  Winslow, 

Mobile,  Ala.,  July  20, 1898. 
Sib:  Under  departmental  orders,  in  accordance  with  the  provision 
of  section  '407  of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  the  following-named  members 
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of  the  Winslow's  crew  were  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  warrant  grades, 
viz: 

T.  O.  Cooney,  to  carpenter;  Hans  Johnsen,  to  gunner;  Gr.  O.  Brady, 
to  gunner. 

Paragraph  896  of  the  TJ.  S.  Navy  Eegiilations  states  that  men  so  pro 
moted  are  entitled  to  a  reward  of  $100  each  and  a  medal  of  honor, 
prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  above  rewards  be,  in  accordance  witli 
naval  regulations,  granted  to  them,  as  they  have  not  yet  been  received 
by  them. 

Very  respectfully, 

John  B.  Bernadotj, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  M.,  Commanding. 
The  Seoeetaey  of  the  Navy. 

[Pirst  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Navigation,  July  29, 1898. 
Eespectfolly  forwarded  to  the  Department. 

These  men  having  been  warranted  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
commanding  officer,  approved  by  the  flag  offlcer,  under  article  896  of 
the  Navy  Kegulations,  it  is  recommended  that  the  remainder  of  that 
article,  which  relates  to  their  gratuity  and  medals,  be  carried  into  effect. 

A.  S.  Okowninshibld, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Navy  Department,  August  4, 1898. 

Eeturned  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

Before  taking  action  upon  the  within  recommendation  of  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  U.  S.  T.  B.  Winslow,  the  Department  desires  to 
be  furnished  with  so  much  of  the  report  of  that  offlcer  regarding  the 
gallant  conduct  of  T.  (J.  Cooney,  Hans  Johnsen,  and  Gr,  0.  Brady  in 
the  action  at  Cardenas  containing  the  recommendation  that  these  men 
be  promoted  to  warrant  officers. 

This  extract  from  the  report  of  the  commanding  offlcer  of  the 
Winslow  should  show  the  date  of  the  action  and  the  enlisted  ratings 
held  by  these  men  at  that  time,  in  order  that  their  medals  may  be 
properly  engraved,  and  the  necessary  data  furnished  the  Treasury 
Department  upon  which  the  accounting  offlcer  can  make  the  necessary 
payment  of  the  gratuity  provided  for  in  section  1407,  Eevised  Statutes. 

John  D.  Long, 

Secretary. 

[Third  indorsement.] 

Department  op  the  Navy, 
Washington,  B.  C,  August  6, 1898. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Department. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  report  requested  in  the  second  para- 
graph of  the  second  indorsement: 

Convent  Hospital,  Key  West,  Fla.,  May  14,  1898. 

The  SSCRBTAIIT  OP  THE  NAVT. 

Sir:  During  the  recent  engagement  at  Cardenas,  in  which  the  Winslow  took  part, 
it  became  evident  that  the  efforts  of  the  enemy  were  directed  to  the  destruction  of 
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that  vessel,  a«  proven  by  the  concentration  of  fire  upon  her.  That  this  was  not 
effected  was  largely  due  to  the  efforts  of  her  crew,  and  especially  to  those  of  her 
chief  petty  officers,  G.  P.  Brady,  chief  gunner's  mate;  T.  C.  Cooney,  chief  machinist, 
and  Hans  Johnson,  ohief  machinist. 

I  respectfully  snbmit  that  these  men,  who  acted  coolly  and  fought  well,  were 
largely  instrumental  in  saving  the  Winalow,  thereby  preventing  the  enemy  from 
scoring  a  decisive  point,  the  moral  effect  of  which  might  have  proven  of  magnitude. 
The  particular  services  for  which  I  desire  to  commend  them  are :  Brady,  energy  in 
assisting  to  sustain  gun  fire,  promptness  in  maintaining  closed  water-tight  doors 
and  hatches,  efforts  to  repair  steering  gear  under  fire ;  Cooney,  extinguishing  fires 
under  boiler  pierced  by  shell  at  risk  of  severe  scalding ;  Johnson,  presence  of  mind 
in  shutting  off  steam  ftom  engine  wrecked  by  shell  bursting  in  cylinder. 

I  wonld  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following  list  of  positions  to  which  I 
believe  these  men  eligible  for  advancement,  viz : 

Brady,  from  chief  gunner's  mate  to  gunner. 

Cooney,  from  chief  machinist  to  carpenter.  He  is  a  blacksmith  and  a  skilled 
metal  worker. 

Johnson,  from  ohief  machinist  to  gunner.  He  is  fully  capable  of  performing  the 
duties  of  gunner,  having  been  trained  in  ordnance  duties  as  seaman  gunner  at 
Washington  and  Newport. 

I  am  able  to  attest  that  these  men  possess  the  physical  strength  and  mental  and 
moral  qualifications  requisite  to  enable  them  to  fill  creditably  the  positions  named. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

John  B.  Bernadou,  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Naval  Base,  Kby  Wbst, 
U.  S,  Flagship  Lancaster,  June  1,  1898. 
Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  the  commander  in  chief.  North  Atlantic 
Station, 

Geo.  C.  Rbmey, 
Commodore,  Commanding. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cula,  June  12,  1898. 
It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  forward  this  letter,  commending  the  members  of  the  crew 
of  the  Winslow  for  their  daring,  skill,  and  promptness  under  the  circumstances  men- 
tioned in  his  letter.  It  is  men  of  this  sort  who  deserve  the  Department's  recogni- 
tion and  encouragement.  When  such  men  have  shown  their  ability  to  fill  the  positions 
to  which  they  are  recommended,  and  at  the  same  time  have  displayed  the  one  quality 
under  fire  so  essential  to  success,  I  believe  that  the  Department  would  do  well  to  show 
its  appreciation  of  such  high  qualities. 
Respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Jdmiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Faroe  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Third  indorsement.] 
Approved,  Jnne  27,  1898. 


Navy  Department, 
Bureau  of  Navigation. 

A.  S.  Crowninshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 


These  men  were  warranted  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1898. 

A.  S.  Crowninshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 

[fonrtli  indorsement.] 

Favt  Department,  August  12, 1898. 
Eeturned  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation,  approving  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Bureau  and  of  the  commanding  ofiflcer  of  the  Winslow  in 
regard  to  the  award  of  medals  of  honor  and  the  payment  of  the  gratui- 
ties to  the  within-mentioned  members  of  the  crew  of  that  vessel,  who 
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have  been  promoted  to  warrant  officers,  in  accordance  with  section 
1407  of  the  Revised  Statutes. 

The  Department  has  given  directions  for  the  preparation  of  medals 
of  honor  for  these  men,  and  directed  the  pay  ofQcers  of  the  D.  S.  S. 
Lancaster,  the  naval  station,  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  the  navy-yard,  Pen- 
sacola,  Fla.,  to  which  Acting  Gunner  G.  P.  Brady,  Acting  Gunner 
Hans  Johnsen,  and  Acting  Carpenter  T.  G.  Cooney  are  respectively 
attached,  to  pay  to  each  of  these  officers  the  gratuity  of  $100  to  which 
they  are  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the  above-mentioned  section 
of  the  Eevised  Statutes,  and  the  Bureau  is  authorized  to  prepare  an 
appropriate  general  order  in  the  premises. 

Chas.  H.  Allen. 


115101. 

[Attempt  to  ont  Santiago-Jamaica  cables.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 

Off  Cuba,  May  18, 1898. 

SiK :  On  the  night  of  the  16th  I  made  an  attempt  to  cut  the  Santiago- 
Jamaica  cables,  going  myself  in  the  U.  S.  S.  Wompatuck.  Uiduckily 
we  were  discovered  by  a  patrol  boat,  and,  not  knowing  wbat  might 
be  the  resources  of  the  defense  in  guns  and  search  lights,  I  deemed  it 
prudent  to  withdraw. 

I  took  with  me  Lieutenant  Gatlin  and  8  marines,  Ghief  Officer 
Segrave,  Third  Officer  Smith,  Second  Engineer  Preston,  and  certain 
men,  as  per  inclosed  list,  from  the  St.  Louis  ship's  company,  under  Mr. 
Segrave's  orders,  for  the  purpose  of  picking  up  the  cable. 

It  is  a  pleasure,  as  well  as  a  duty,  to  speak  in  commendatory  terms 
of  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Garl  Jungen,  commanding  the  Wompatuck, 

Mr.  Segrave  and  his  associates  were  volunteers,  yet  they  did  not 
hesitate  to  incur  great  risks  and  to  expose  their  lives  to  attack  from  an 
unseen  foe  in  the  dark. 

It  was  a  simple  duty  discharged  by  the  officers  and  menof  the  Navy 
there  present.  We  merit  no  special  approval,  but  I  feel  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  suggest  that  for  this  dangerous  voluntary  service,  taken  in 
connection  with  the  sharp  action  of  the  18th  of  May  with  the  forts  of 
Santiago,  Mr.  Segrave  be  given  a  gold  and  the  others  each  a  silver 
medal  of  honor. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

O.  F.  GOODKICH, 

Captain,  TJ.  8.  JT.,  Oommandirig. 
The  CoMMANDEK  IN  Ghief  North  Atlantic  Station, 

United-  States  Flagship  New  York. 


[List  of  volunteers  from  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  to  cut  cable  off  Sautiago  de  Cal>a  May  16,  1898.1 

Preston,  Vernon  F.,  second  engineer. 
Koning,  M.,  oiler. 
Lindsay,  J.,  quartermaster. 
Albrecht,  F.,  quartermaster. 
Wickersham,  J.  B.,  quartermaster, 
Donaldson,  John,  seaman. 
Campbell,  George,  seaman. 
Wynn,  William,  seaman. 
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115101. 

[Catting  of  Santiago-Jamaica  cable.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Loris, 
Off  Santiago,  Cuba,  May  18, 1898. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  the  succesful  grappling  and  cutting 
of  one  of  the  Jamaica-Santiago  de  Cuba  cables,  under  circumstances 
which  I  am  convinced  will  receive  the  commendation  of  the  Navy  De- 
partment as  well  as  of  yourself. 

At  daylight,  being  then  some  7  miles  off  Santiago  light  and  the 
Morro  Castle,  I  steamed  with  this  ship  on  various  courses,  gradually 
approaching  the  fortifications.  The  water  is  so  deep  close  to,  that 
with  the  meager  and  improvised  appliances  at  my  command  I  was 
obliged  to  come  within  1.3  miles  of  the  castle.  I  had  no  sooner  hooked 
the  cable  in  over  500  fathoms  of  water  than  I  was  fired  upon  from  the 
Morro,  from  a  new  work  to  the  westward  of  the  harbor,  and  most  formi- 
dable of  all,  from  a  mortar  battery  on  Gasper  Point.  Of  course,  with 
the  very  modest  broadside  of  this  vessel,  aided  by  the  one  3-pouuder 
of  the  Wompatuck,  which  joined  me  just  as  the  firing  began,  it  was 
impossible  %o  do  much  execution  on  the  fortifications.  Nevertheless 
we  silenced  the  one  gun  on  the  Morro,  which  was  placing  its  shot 
dangerously  close,  both  over  and  short  of  us ;  the  crew,  as  could  be 
plainly  seen,  running  away  from  their  piece.  Similarly  our  fire  silenced 
the  western  battery.  From  the  mortar  battery  above  mentioned  the 
projectiles  came  with  singularly  good  aim,  both  as  to  direction  and 
distance,  falling  close  aboard,  some  not  100  feet  away,  and  rendering 
our  position  extremely  uncomfortable.  The  damage  of  which  one  of 
their  shells  is  capable  might  have  been  serious  even  to  wrecking  or 
completely  crippling  this  fine  and  costly  vessel.  Our  position  was  now 
extremely  uncomfortable,  but  we  held  firmly  on  to  the  cable,  firing  all 
the  time,  and  steamed  slowly  out  of  range,  where  we  could  pick  up  the 
cable  at  leisure.  We  cut  out  quite  a  length.  A  sample  accompanies 
this  letter.  It  may  be  said  with  absolute  exactness  that  we  not  only 
succeeded  in  our  undertaking,  but  had  to  fight  for  our  success  in  a  ship 
entirely  unsuited  to  fighting. 

The  action,  which  took  place  at  2,500  to  3,000  yards,  lasted  forty-one 
minutes.  I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  report  no  injuries  to  either  ship 
and  no  casualties  among  the  of&cers  or  men. 

Lieut.  Carl  W.  Jungen,  in  his  little  vessel,  the  Wompatwok,  added  a 
most  praiseworthy  display  of  coolness  and  pluck  in  battle  to  his  uni- 
formly zealous  and  intelligent  cooperation  with  me  previously.  He 
deserves  thoroughly  any  recognition  which  the  Department  may  see  fit 
to  accord  him. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Ensign  U.  S.  Payne,  TJ.  S.  N.,  and  to  Lieut.  A.  W. 
Catlin,  U.  8.  M.  C,  for  their  faithful  labors  in  preparing  a  set  of  raw 
recruits  for  battle  and  for  coolness  and  courage  under  fire. 

Tou  are  doubtless  aware  of  the  peculiar  conditions  under  which  the 
ofBcers  and  crew  of  this  vessel  are  now  serving  their  country.  The 
officers  are  not  appointed  in  the  Navy  nor  are  the  men  enlisted,  yet 
greater  bravery  in  action  or  more  devotion  to  their  flag  than  theirs 
could  not  have  been  shown.  With  shells  whistling  over  their  heads, 
the  gang  of  men  who,  under  Chief  Officer  Segrave,  were  employed  on 
the  forecastle  in  the  dangerous  task  of  heaving  up  the  telegraph  cable, 
never  flinched,  but  stuck  to  their  posts  to  the  end. 

The  Department  might  with  propriety  recognize  the  service  per- 
formed by  Captain  Eandle  and  his  subordinates  and  by  his  ship's 
5898 14 
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company  in  such  a  manner  as  it  deems  fit.  The  assurance,  whatever 
form  it  may  take,  that  they  have  earned  the  Department's  favor  will 
bring  gratification  to  them  during  their  lives  and  to  their  children  after 
them. 

If  I  have  seemed  to  unduly  magnify  a  trivial  affair,  I  can  only  wish 
that  you  had  been  present  in  person  to  witness  the  evidence  of  deter- 
mination shown  by  the  8t.  Louis  and  the  Wompatuelc,  two  vessels  as 
little  fitted  as  possible  to  stand  up  against  fortifications,  to  execute 
your  command  at  a  risk  which  it  is  not  becoming  in  me  to  characterize 
otherwise  than  as  grave. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

0.  F.  GOODEICH, 

Captain,  If.  S.  If.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDBE  IN  CHIEF  NOETH  ATLANTIC   STATION, 

United  States  Flagship  New  York. 


115101. 

[Attempt  to  cut  French  cable  at  Guantaiiamo.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
Windward  Passage,  May  19, 1898. 

Sir:  I  regret  to  have  to  report  my  failure  this  morning  early  to  cut 
the  French  cable  at  Guantanamo.  The  port  is  guarded  by  a  Spanish 
gunboat,  carrying  heavier  guns  than  the  6-pounders  of  this  ship;  she 
is  commanded  by  an  officer  who  did  not  hesitate  to  attack  us.  Doubt- 
less he  had  been  informed  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  of  the  light  nature 
of  our  batteries,  and  had  been  warned  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  us.  In 
addition  was  a  small  gun  on  shore. 

I  sent  the  Wompatuclc  into  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  to  drag  for  the 
wire,  while  I  lay  just  outside.  She  caught  the  cable  shortly  before  the 
action.  It  was  only  after  a  hot  engagement  of  forty  minutes,  in  which 
both  ships  took  part,  that  the  necessity  of  abandoning  my  enterprise 
in  that  locality  was  ibrced  upon  me.  To  have  remained  longer  might 
Lave  cost  the  loss  of  this  ship,  for  she  is  very  vulnerable,  as  you  know. 

Again,  it  is  my  agreeable  duty  to  speak  highly  of  Lieutenant  Juiigen 
in  battle.  Be  obeyed  my  signal  to  withdraw  with  great  reluctance 
after  a  very  pretty  fight.  Also  Chief  Officer  T.  J.  Segrave  deserves 
the  Department's  recognition  for  faithful  work  under  the  enemy's  fire. 
A  commission  as  lieutenant-commander  in  the  Navy  would  be  little 
enough  recompense  for  his  services  and  his  gallantry.  He  would  be  an 
ornament  to  any  navy  for  his  capacity  and  attainments. 

I  am  bound  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  where  I  shall  let  the  Wompatuch 
fill  up  with  fresh  water  and  thence  proceed  to  Key  West.  After  cut- 
ting the  French  cable  I  shall  proceed  to  work  of  Ponce,  Porto  I4ico. 

Possibly  both  Jamaica-Santiago  cables  were  damaged  yesterday.  If 
one  still  remains  in  good  order  I  must  ask  you  to  assign  me  the  Man- 
grove, fitted  with  apparatus  for  work  in  deep  water,  and  an  armed  ves- 
sel— say  the  Marblehead — for  our  protection.  My  own  appliances  are 
inadequate  for  this  duty,  and  I  am  too  weak  in  powers  of  offense. 

T  expect  to  be  in  Mole  St.  Nicholas  to  morrow,  the  20th,  off  Ponce  the 
21st  and  22d,  and  in  St.  Thomas  the  23d.  I  respectfully  request  that 
orders  be  wired  me  there  sending  me  to  New  York  to  coal  and  refit.  I 
can  take  the  fuel  on  board  in  thirty-six  hours,  and  moreover  secure  cer- 
tain articles  much  needef".  for  future  operations  in  cable  cutting. 
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In  ten  days  or  so  from  the  date  of  leaving  St.  Thomas  I  can  be  back 
at  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  ready  for  three  or  four  weeks'  duty  with  the  fleet. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

C.  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 
The  Commander  in  Chief,  North  Atlantic  Station, 

United  States  Flagship  New  York. 


[Cutting  of  French  cable.] 

115101. 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  37°  43'  If.,  Long.  72°  16'  W.,  May  27, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  May  20  and 
outside  the  marine  league  off  Mole  St.  Nicholas  I  broke  the  French 
cable  to  Cuba.  If,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  the  second  Jamaica 
cable  is  seriously  damaged,  the  island  of  Cuba  is  now  isolated,  tele- 
graphically speaking. 

Off  Tortuga  that  afternoon  I  spoke  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul  and  gave  her 
commanding  officer  important  information  concerning  the  batteries  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  which,  I  trust,  has  proved  of  benefit  to  Commodore 
Schley,  who,  I  was  given  to  understand,  was  bound  there. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  at  daylight  I  commenced  grappling  for 
the  cable  to  the  westward  of  Ponce,  Porto  Eico.  The  bottom  along 
the  south  shore  of  that  island  is  very  irregular  and  rocky,  requiring 
special  apparatus,  which  I  do  not  possess.  After  opening  out  my  two 
last  grapnels  I  abandoned  the  attempt  for  the  present  in  the  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  more  definite  information  as  to  favorable  points  at 
which  to  attack  this  cable  and  of  providing  myself  with  suitable  appli- 
ances. The  evidence  of  uncharted  dangers  to  navigation  were  but  too 
evident,  and  I  felt  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  risk  this  ship  in  such 
places. 

I  continue  to  hope  that  on  my  return  I  may  be  given  the  Mangrove, 
with  her  grappling  outfit,  and  a  cruiser  to  drive  off  the  smaller  vessels 
of  the  enemy,  which,  armed  with  better  guns  than  mine,  are  able  to 
interrupt  the  work.  I  venture  to  remind  you  also  that  cable  grappling 
is  a  very  slow  and  tedious  operation,  often  necessitating  repeated  drives 
over  the  same  ground.  The  good  fortune  which  has  attended  our 
efforts  so  far  is,  I  am  told,  quite  exceptional  in  cable  practice,  and  is 
due,  in  my  opinion,  to  the  unusual  skill  of  Chief  Officer  Segrave. 

I  reached  St.  Thomas  May  23,  where  I  found  your  dispatch  of  the 
21st,  and  immediately  left  for  New  York.  Personally,  I  should  have 
preferred  to  go  to  Hampton  Eoads,but  a  careful  study  of  the  questions 
of  coaling,  which  can  be  far  more  quickly  completed  at  New  "iork,  of 
laying  in  the  supplies  needed  for  the  next  cruise,  and  especially  of 
obtaining  certain  indispensable  appliances  for  cable  grappling  more 
likely  to  be  found  in  New  York  than  elsewhere,  left  me  no  choice.  I 
beg  your  approval  of  my  decision. 

Before  this  reaches  you  I  hope  to  have  received  your  instructions  by 
telegraph  and  to  have  sailed  to  execute  them. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

C.  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Station, 

United  States  Flagship  New  York, 
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115101. 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  37°  43'  If.,  Long.  73°  16'  W.,  May  27,  1898. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  track  chart  of  the  first  cruise  of 
this  ship,  also  copies  of  my  letters  to  the  commander  in  chief,  detailing 
the  services  performed. 

Inclosed  also  is  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  the  commander  in  chief, 
directing  me  to  proceed  to  the  point  where  most  dispatch  is  practicable. 
In  conversation  with  him  on  the  15th  instant,  I  had  explained  that  time 
could  be  saved  by  coming  to  Ifew  York  or  Hampton  Roads.  To  this 
he  agreed.  The  need  of  more  equipment  for  cable  cutting  decided  me 
to  select  'Sew  York  as  my  port  of  refit  rather  than  Hampton  Boads. 
Indeed  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  more  than  enough  time  can  be 
gained  here  in  coaling  to  offset  the  additional  distance  run. 

I  inclose  also  a  letter  prepared  for  the  captain  of  the  cable  ship 
Orappler,  but  not  delivered,  as  he  had  left  St.  Thomas  before  my  arrival. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

0.   P.   GOODEICH, 

Captain,  U.  S,  If.,  Commanding, 
The  Secebtabt  of  the  I^avt, 

Ifavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Copy  of  cablegram  from  commander  in  chief  to  Captain  Goodrich.] 
Proceed;  selecting  wMcliever  point  will  give  greatest  dispatch. 


Sampson. 


U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
St.  Thomas,  Danish  West  Indies,  May  S3, 1898. 

Sir:  It  is  my  duty  to  remind  you  that  a  state  of  war  exists  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Kingdom  of  Spain;  to  inform  you  that  attempts  on  the 
part  of  the  Grappler  or  other  similar  ship  to  repair  any  breaks  which  now  exist  or 
which  may  occur  during  the  war,  in  the  telegraphic  cables  of  any  company  which 
lead  to  the  Spanish  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  will  be  regarded  by  my  Govern- 
ment as  an  act  of  hostility;  and  to  warn  you  that  the  least  violation  by  you  of  the 
above  injunction  will  render  your  vessel  subject  to  capture  and  a  lawful  prize  wher- 
ever found  on  the  high  seas. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  my  Government  is  extremely  anxious  that  no  neutral  inter- 
ests shall  suffer  unnecessarily  on  account  of  the  war,  I  am  prepared  to  assure  the 
W.  I.  P.  T.  Co.  that  its  line  from  St.  Thomas  to  Jamaica,  via  Ponce,  Porto  Eico  will 
not  be  injured  by  any  vessel  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States,  on  the  sole'  con- 
dition that  the  cables  now  landing  at  Ponce  be  promptly  withdrawn,  the  station  at 
Ponce  be  abandoned,  and  Ponce  cut  out  from  direct  cable  communication  with  the 
outside  world  until  peace  is  declared.  I  am  also  prepared  to  offer  the  same  assurances 
as  to  the  other  line  from  St.  Thomas  to  Jamaica,  touching  at  San  Juan  Porto  Rico 
but,  it  must  be  understood,  on  similar  conditions,  and  that  Porto  Rico'be  left  com- 
pletely isolated,  telegraphically  speaking. 

An  answer  is  requested  at  your  earliest  convenience.  If  I  should  have  departed 
before  you  can  receive  instructions  from  your  home  office,  please  wire  this  letter 
complete  and  your  company's  propositions  relating  thereto  to  the  Secretarv  of  the 
Navy,  Washington,  D.  0.  j  ° 

Unless  I  hear  favorably  from  you  in  the  meantime,  I  shall  consider  mvself  ft-pn  tn 
act  after  sunset  of  May  25,  1898.  myseix  nee  to 

Very  respectfully,  C.  F.  Goodrich, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Covwiandivg. 

The  GoMMANDiNG  Officer  Cabi-e  Repair  Ship  Grappleb. 
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115101. 

[First  indorsement.] 

Depaktmbnt  op  the  Navy, 

Bureau  of  Kavigation,  June  6, 1898. 
Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Department.  It  appears  from  a  letter 
dated  May  20, 1898,  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic 
Station,  that  the  instructions  under  which  the  St.  Louis  operated  were 
issued  by  him,  but  the  report  of  the  operations  was  forwarded  direct 
to  the  Department,  and  does  not  bear  his  indorsement. 

The  Bureau  suggests  that  the  report  be  forwarded  to  the  commander 
in  chief  with  a  request  for  an  indorsement,  making  such  comment  as 
he  may  deem  proper. 

A.  8.  Oeowninshield, 

Ohief  of  Bureau. 

No.  8187. 

[Second  indorsement.] 

Kavy  Department, 

June  7, 1898. 
Eeferred  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  United  States  naval  force 
on  the  North  Atlantic  Station,  for  such  comment  as  he  may  deem 
proper,  attention  being  invited  to  the  first  indorsement  hereon  of  the 
Bureau  of  Navigation. 

Ohas.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary, 

[Third  indorsement.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  19,  1898. 
Eespectfully  returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  Captain  Good- 
rich from  the  first  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  in  severing  tele- 
graphic communication  between  Cuba  and  the  outside  world.  This  has 
been  difBcult  because  the  Cubans  had  placed  dummy  cables  so  that  it 
was  impossible  to  learn  when  a  cable  was  cut.  Every  cable  cut  between 
Cuba  on  the  south  side  was  cut  by  Captain  Goodrich.  The  Adria, 
which  was  sent  down  here  for  the  special  purpose  of  destroying  com- 
munication, did  not  succeed  in  cutting  a  single  live  cable  in  more  than 
a  month's  work. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief 

U.  8.  Naval  Force,  Worth  Atlantic  Station. 

^  Note. — The  three  foregoing  endorsements  refer  to  the  reports  pre- 
ceding them  numbered  115101. 


F.  S.  S.  Scorpion  (25), 
Daiquiri,  Cuba,  August  9, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  an  event  which 
occurred  two  months  ago  of  which  no  report  was  handed  in  at  the  time, 
because  it  did  not  culminate  in  an  engagement,  and  was  therefore  not 
called  for  in  the  regulations ;  but  having  recently  learned  on  board  your 
flagship  that  the  official  record  of  a  ship  depends  largely  upon  these 
reports,  I  ask  permission  to  submit  this  now. 

At  daybreak  on  June  9,  while  this  ship  was  convoying  the  ammuni- 
tion ship  Armeria  and  the  provision  ship  Supply  from  Key  West  to 
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Santiago,  a  steamer's  smoke  was  sighted  on  our  starboard  quarter  in 
the  direction  of  Nuevitas,  which  place  was  about  20  miles  off.  The 
Armerw  signaled  for  this  ship  to  take  station  astern;  but  considering 
it  advisable  to  meet  an  enemy  as  far  away  from  the  convoys  as  possible, 
we  turned  around  and  headed  for  the  steamer.  As  soon  as  she  was 
made  out  to  be  a  man-of-war,  went  to  general  quarters. 

She  ijroved  to  be  of  modern  type,  of  considerable  size,  and  painted 
like  the  Spanish  men-of-war  recently  seen  at  Havana.  It  was  impossi- 
ble to  make  out  her  flag,  being  dead  calm,  although  a  tinge  of  red  could 
be  plainly  distinguished.  As  far  as  I  am  able  to  say,  no  one  doubted 
that  she  was  a  Spaniard.  I  certainly  did  not.  When  about  1,000  yards 
of  each  other,  both  vessels  stopped  and  our  starboard  battery  was 
brought  to  bear,  but  numerous  orders  given  not  to  fire  until  the  word, 
A  very  few  minutes  after  this  the  flag  blew  out  a  little  and  was  made 
out  to  be  British.    The  vessel  was  the  Talbot. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  most  of  our  crew  looked  disappointed 
at  this,  although  I  myself  felt  differently,  for  we  would  have  had  a  very 
slight  chance  against  a  vessel  of  that  type  and  size,  and  it  was  only  the 
necessity  of  giving  the  convoys  under  my  charge  a  chance  to  escape 
that  I  decided  to  engage  such  an  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Makix, 

lAeutenant-Gommander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force, 

Worth  Atlantic  Station, 
U,  S.  F.  8.  New  York,  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 


122829. 

[Engagement  of  Yankee  oflf  Cienfuegoa  on  June  13,  1898.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Yankee  (50), 
Off  Gienfuegos,  Cuba,  June  14, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  1.15  p.  m.  yesterday,  while 
lying  8  to  10  miles  south  westward  from  San  Juan  Peak,  a  steamer  was 
seen  close  in  shore  to  the  eastward  of  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos,  head- 
ing to  the  eastward. 

The  ship  was  immediately  cleared  for  action  and  headed  for  the 
entrance,  with  the  crew  at  quarters,  when  the  steamer  turned  to  the 
westward,  and,  after  lying  dead  in  the  water  for  some  time  near 
Colorado  Point,  turned  toward  us. 

We  had  by  this  time  made  her  out  to  be  a  low  steamer,  about  200  feet 
in  length,  flying  the  Spanish  colors,  one  smokestack,  one  mast  between 
pilot  house  and  stack,  and  a  bridge  over  the  pilot  house.  Her  awnings 
were  spread  over  the  pilot  house  and  over  the  gangways  abreast  of  it. 

When  the  steamer  turned  toward  us  we  were  running  directly  toward 
the  mouth  of  the  harbor  at  full  speed.  When  we  had  approached 
within  2,000  yards,  we  being  at  the  time  within  about  5,000  yards  of 
the  batteries  at  the  entrance  and  approaching  them  rapidly,  I  put  the 
helm  aport,  hoisted  our  colors  for  the  first  time,  and  opened  fire  with 
the  port  forecastle  5-inch  gun,  followed  at  once  by  all  the  port  battery, 
whenever  they  could  see  the  enemy.  This  fire  was  Immediately  and 
spiritedly  returned  by  the  gunboat.  The  wind  was  very  light  at  the 
time,  and  she  was  almost  constantly  shut  out,  either  by  the  smoke  of 
our  guns  or  of  her  own.  This  was  notably  the  case  after  the  first  fire 
from  the  forecastle  gun. 

As  soon  as  our  helm  was  put  aport  the  gunboat  made  the  same  move, 
but  turned  at  once  toward  the  harbor,  going  very  fast.    We  ran  to  the 
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nortliwaid  and  eastward,  with  all  the  port  battery  bearing  on  and  firing 
at  him,  until  he  was  well  under  the  forts  to  the  westward  of  the 
entrance. 

Th  e  battery  to  the  eastward  of  the  entrance  of  the  h  arbor,  near  the  ruins 
of  the  light-house,  opened  on  us  as  soon  as  the  gunboat  sheered  out  of 
range,  we  being  at  the  time  within  4,000  yards  of  it.  As  the  steamer 
was  gradually  drawing  too  far  abaft  the  beam  to  use  our  port  guns,  the 
helm  was  put  hard  aport  and  the  ship  swung  around  to  the  northward 
and  westward,  heading  toward  the  gunboat  again,  which  was  lying  close 
under  the  land  near  the  entrance,  and  also  toward  the  battery  on  the 
hill  back  of  Sabanilla  Point. 

The  two  batteries  and  the  gunboat,  assisted  by  another  smaller  boat 
which  had  come  out  early  in  the  action,  kept  up  an  incessant  lire  on  us 
until  we  approached  within  from  4,000  to  5,000  yards  of  the  Sabanilla 
batteries,  when  I  swung  her  again  with  the  starboard  helm  so  as  to 
bring  all  our  starboard  guns  to  bear  on  the  steamers  again,  and  we  soon 
drove  both  of  the  enemy's  vessels  into  the  harbor. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  serious  interference 
of  the  smoke  with  the  fire  of  our  guns,  we  would  have  destroyed  the 
larger  gunboat,  notwithstanding  the  fire  of  the  batteries.  But  the  wind 
was  light  from  the  southward,  and  it  was  impossible  to  maneuver  the 
ship  so  that  the  smoke  did  not  hang  close  under  our  lee,  not  only  shut- 
ting out  the  object,  but  also  preventing  our  gun  pointers  from  seeing 
the  fall  of  their  shot. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  number  of  shell  which  dropped  near  the 
ship,  both  from  the  batteries  and  from  the  gun  vessels,  I  am  glad  to 
have  to  report  only  one  casualty — that  of  S.  P.  Kennedy,  landsman,  who 
was  struck  by  a  piece  of  shell  which  entered  the  port  of  No.  8  gun, 
striking  him  in  the  shoulder  and  inflicting  a  serious,  but  not  necessarily 
dangerous,  wound. 

From  the  firing  of  the  larger  vessel  it  could  be  seen  that  she  had  at 
least  four  guns  in  broadside,  one  forward,  one  aft,  and  two  in  waist. 
From  the  shell  which  dropped  near  us,  I  think  two  of  them  were  4-inch, 
or  4.7  guns.  The  battery  on  Sabanilla  Point  apparently  had  five  or  six 
guns,  caliber  unknown. 

The  last  shots  we  fired,  after  the  steamers  had  disappeared  up  the 
haibor,  were  directed  at  Sabanilla  battery,  and  one  of  them  landed 
directly  in  it.  From  a  large  volume  of  smoke  that  rose  a  few  minutes 
later,  when  there  was  no  evidence  of  a  gun  having  been  fired,  it  is 
thought  that  some  explosion  had  taken  place  in  the  battery. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  BROWNSOJ>f, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDBE  IN  CHIEF  U.  S.  NaVAL  FoECE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Naval  Base,  Key  West, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaster,  June  14, 1898. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith,  for  the  consideration  of 
the  Department,  an  extract  from  an  official  letter  from  Oapt.  H.  0.  Tay- 
lor, TJ.  S,  N.,  commanding  the  Indiana. 

Yery  respectfully,  Geo.  0.  Ebmbt, 

Commodore,  Commanding, 
The  Seoretaey  of  the  Navt, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
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U.  S.  S.  Indiana,  Ist  Rate, 

Off  Key   West,  Pla.,  June  12,  1898. 
Sir:    •    «    • 

1.  I  have  the  honor  to  report    •     •     • 

2.  *  *  *  The  iniZiana  looked  into  Sagna  la  Grande  at  a  distance  of  a  few  milea. 
This  port  is  not  at  present  covered  by  the  proclamation  of  blockade,  and  appears  to 
be  very  busy.  A  number  of  schooners,  small  steamers,  and  other  small  craft  lying 
inside  were  seen,  and  a  merchant  steamer  with  English  colors,  of  a  size  that  would 
indicate  12  to  14  feet  draft,  and  an  armed  tug  with  Spanish  colors  in  one  of  the 
entrances  were  also  seen.  The  town,  which  is  the  port  of  embarkation  of  Sagua  la 
Grande,  which  is  farther  inland,  connected  by  rail,  also  presents  a  busy  and  prosper- 
ous appearance.  I  respectfully  suggest  that  a  large  flotilla  of  small  craft,  well  armed, 
in  company  with  the  Helena,  Wilmington,  and  Naaliville  class,  whose  draft  would  be 
suitable,  and  with  one  or  two  heavier  armed  ships  to  lie  outside,  could  occupy  this 
port  without  great  loss,  and  its  occupation  would,  in  my  opinion,  do  much  to  assist 
in  such  further  operations  as  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  the  Government  may  con- 
template. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Taylor,  Captain,  Commanding, 
Commodore  Geo.  Remey,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandina  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 


128818. 

[Destraction  of  blockhonses  and  batteries.] 

U.  S.  S.  Dixie,  June  2i,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  Mlowiug  report  covering  the 
period  since  the  Dixie  left  the  flag  on  the  morning  of  the  19th. 

I  reached  Cape  Cruz  the  same  evening,  and  cruised  off  the  entrances 
to  Manzanillo  for  twenty-four  hours.  It  is  impossible  for  a  ship  of  this 
size  to  pass  inside  the  Gran  Esperanza  bank.  The  light-house  at  Cape 
Cruz  is  deserted  and  the  light  discontinued.  Owing  to  the  diflculty  of 
transporting  goods  over  rough  roads,  through  a  country  partly  infested 
with  insurgent  bands,  it  seems  to  me  extremely  unlikely  that  the  enemy 
will  attempt  to  land  any  considerable  cargoes  at  Manzanillo. 

I  left  Cape  Cruz  after  dark  on  the  20th.  The  next  day  I  drove  the 
garrisons  from  two  blockhouses— one  at  the  San  Juan  Eiver  and  the 
other  at  Guayximico  Eiver;  the  mouths  of  these  rivers  afford  harbors 
for  boats.  At  the  second  blockhouse  they  had  one  gun  mounted,  and 
at  both  there  seemed  to  be  a  numerous  garrison  of  riflemen.  I  was  off 
Cienfuegos  at  5  o'clock  the  21st.  There  is  an  unfinished  battery  on  the 
east  entrance,  constructed  from  the  debris  of  the  light-house.  There  is 
one  gunboat  under  the  Morro  (the  Galicia),  and  there  are  probably 
several  more  in  the  upper  harbor.  The  entrance  is  probably  mined 
above  the  forts.  There  is  a  new  battery  on  the  hill  above  the  Morro. 
These  batteries  did  not  fire,  although  I  stood  close  in. 

On  the  22d  this  ship  was  fired  on  by  a  gunboat  lying  inside  the  point 
at  Casilda.  I  returned  the  fire  with  a  few  shell,  but  owing  to  the  dis- 
tance was  unable  to  judge  of  the  effect.  Yesterday  I  stood  as  close 
in  to  Maria  Aguilar  Point  as  the  reefs  would  permit  and  got  within  2 
miles  of  the  harbor.  I  could  plainly  see  the  gunboat  over  the  tongue 
of  land ;  exchanged  shots  with  her  and  struck  her  once ;  but  it  was  very 
long  range  and  the  mark  was  indistinct.  In  the  meantime  another 
gunboat,  which  proved  to  be  a  very  fast  vessel,  of,  I  should  say,  500  or 
600  tons,  armed  with  six  guns,  stood  out  of  the  harbor  and  fired  at  me 
across  the  reefs.  Unfortunately  I  was  unable  to  get  within  less  than 
C,000  yards  of  him  on  account  of  the  reef,  but  as  soon  as  he  was  well 
clear  of  the  point  I  opened  on  him.    He  immediately  fled  inside  again. 
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I  think  lie  must  have  been  roughly  handled.  He  was  under  my  fire 
about  ten  minutes  and  one  of  my  shell  careened  him  so  far  that  I  could 
see  the  whole  flat  of  his  deck.  I  believe  this  gunboat  had  come  down 
from  Manzanillo  since  the  31st. 

I  have  been  in  daily  communication  with  Commander  Brownsou,  who 
leaves  to-day  for  Key  West. 
I  have  seen  no  vessels  approaching  the  coast. 

It  is  reported  that  there  is  a  considerable  fishing  industry  employing 
many  vessels  on  the  banks  inside  the  Isle  of  Pines.  Very  light-draft 
vessels  would  be  necessary  to  destroy  this  fleet,  on  which  the  enemy 
relies  for  a  supply  of  food.  The  fishermen  may  be  protected  by  gun- 
boats. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  Davis, 
Commander  Commanding, 
Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  F.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Station. 


125743. 

[Engagement  of  Yankee  off  Casilda  Harbor,  June  20,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee  (50), 
Off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  June  23,  1898. 

SiE :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  while  lying  to  the  southward  and  east- 
ward of  Cienfuegos  on  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  a  vessel  was 
sighted  to  the  eastward  in  the  vicinity  of  Casilda  Harbor. 

I  at  once  started  in  that  direction  and  soon  made  her  out  to  be  a  white 
steamer  with  one  smokestack  and  two  masts,  answering  very  much  to 
the  description  of  the  Purissima  Concepcidn,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that 
the  steamer  in  the  harbor  appeared  to  be  much  larger — she  appeared  to 
be  at  least  1,000  tons.  I  stood  in  within  half  a  mile  of  the  shore,  near 
Mulas  Point,  and  fired  a  shot  across  her  bows  with  a  view  to  making 
her  show  her  colors.  This  she  failed  to  do,  but  showed  signs  of  getting 
under  way,  when  I  opened  fire  on  her  at  a  distance  of  about  4,000  yards, 
which  was  the  nearest  I  could  approach  to  her.  She  at  once  got  under 
way  and  stood  to  the  eastward  among  the  shoals  and  was  soon  out  of 
range.  I  followed  down  the  reef  outside  for  some  distance,  but  could 
not  again  get  within  range. 

As  soon  as  I  opened  on  the  steamer  a  vessel  lying  alongside  of  the 
wharf  in  Casilda  Harbor,  apparently  a  hulk,  and  a  very  small  gun- 
boat which  had  come  out  around  the  point  at  the  end  of  Casilda  Harbor, 
opened  fire  on  us,  the  latter  at  such  long  range  that  I  did  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  reply  to  it,  as  it  was  only  a  waste  of  ammunition. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  Dixie  in  this  vicinity  on  the  21st  instant,  I  con- 
sulted the  pilot  whom  Commander  Davis  had  brought  with  him,  but  he 
said  it  was  impossible  to  go  to  Masio  Harbor — where  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  steamer  sought  refuge — without  the  buoys  to  mark  the  shoals. 
Yesterday,  however,  I  went  down  to  Blanco  Key  and  sent  in  a  boat 
with  a  view  to  sounding  out  the  channel  and  buoying  it,  but  after  some 
trial  decided  that  it  was  impracticable  to  so  mark  the  channel  that  it 
would  be  prudent  to  take  a  flat  floored,  unwieldy  steamer  of  this  size 
into  it. 

I  think  considerable  trade  is  carried  on  between  Casilda  and  the 
vicinity  and  Jamaica.  To  break  it  up  entirely,  light-draft  steamers  are 
necessary. 
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I  think,  however,  that  Cienfuegos  is  practically  closed  since  the 
arrival  of  the  Yankee  and  the  Dixie  off  the  port. 
1  am,  Admiral,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Brownson, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDEK  IN  CHIEF  tJ.  S.  NAVAL  FORCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


127253. 
125742. 

[Eeport  of  oaptare  of  fiahing  boats  off  Cape  Francis.] 

U.  S.  S.  Yankee  (50), 
Key  West,  Fla.,  June  27, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dixie,  under  command  of 
Commander  C.  H.  Davis,  arrived  off  Cienfuegos  on  the  evening  of  the 
21st  instant,  and  informed  me  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  proceed  at  once 
to  Key  West  for  coal.  Still  having  several  days'  supply  of  coal  on  the 
ship,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  take  advantage  of  this  until  the 
evening  of  the  24th  instant,  when  I  started  to  the  westward',  intending 
to  spend  twa  or  three  days  in  the  vicinity  of  the  shoals  to  the  westward 
of  the  Isle  of  Pines  and  in  the  Yucatan  Channel. 
'  On  the  morning  of  the  26th  instant,  the  second  day  after  my  arrival 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  a  serious  case  of  diphtheria  devel- 
oped among  the  crew,  and  for  this  reason  I  deemed  it  advisable  to 
proceed  at  once  to  Key  West,  arriving  there  at  12.35  p.  m.  today. 

While  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  in  the  forenoon  of  the  25th  instant,  I  dis- 
covered a  number  of  small  vessels  anchored  under  Cape  Francis,  at 
the  southwestern  extremity  of  the  island,  stood  in  as  close  to  the  reef 
as  possible,  when  one  of  them  got  under  way  and  attempted  to  escape 
to  the  northward  and  westward,  when  a  shot  across  her  bows  turned 
her  back,  and  she  again  anchored  near  the  others. 

Two  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Cutler  and  Acting  Ensign 
Dimook,  who  volunteered  for  the  purpose,  were  sent  in  well  armed  with 
the  object  of  bringing  these  vessels  out,  the  Yankee  standing  in  as 
close  to  the  shoals  as  it  was  possible  in  order  to  protect  them  in  case 
they  were  fired  upon.  They  met  with  no  opposition,  however,  and 
brought  out  the  five  vessels,  all  of  which  proved  to  be  fishing  boats 
from  Batabano,  their  catch  going  to  the  Havana  market. 

As  I  wrote  you  on  the  21st  instant.  Colonel  Zegueira,  governor  of 
Matanzas,  with  whom  I  communicated  15  miles  west  of  Cienfuegos  on 
that  day,  informed  me  that  this  fishing  trade  was  the  means  for  the 
principal  food  supply  of  Havana  at  present.  The  two  men  taken  in 
one  of  the  boats  told  me  that  they  were  fishing  for  the  Havana  mar- 
ket, and  that  all  their  fish  went  there.  Under  the  circumstances,  it 
being  impracticable  to  take  these  small  vessels  to  Key  West,  1  deter- 
mined to  destroy  them,  which  was  done.  They  had  no  ofiQcial  registers 
on  board,  and  their  names  were  the  Nemesia,  Luz,  Jacinto,  Massuelita, 
and  Amistad. 

While  cruising  along  the  reefs  between  the  Isle  of  Pines  and  the 
west  end  of  Cuba,  on  the  26th  instant,  quite  a  number  of  these  boats 
could  be  seen  far  up  on  the  shoals  beyond  the  reach  of  our  boats. 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  219 

I  again  renew  my  suggestion  tliat  a  light  draft  vessel,  of  some  power, 
with  oue  or  two  smaller  vessels  to  act  with  her,  be  sent  to  this  vicinity 
to  break  up  this  supply. 

On  the  evening  of  the  25th  instant,  about  sundown,  while  we  were 
destroying  the  fishing  vessels,  a  small  black  steamer  came  down  on  the 
shoals  within  5  or  6  miles  of  us.  She  appeared  to  be  either  a  torpedo 
boat  or  a  small  gunboat,  but  the  distance  was  too  great  to  determine 
definitely. 

I  shall  fill  with  coal  and  stores  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  resume  my 
station  off  Oienfuegos. 

I  am,  Admiral,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  Brownson, 
Commander,  Commanding, 

The  OOMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF  U.  S  NAVAL  POEOE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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[Blockade  of  Oienfuegos.] 

U.  S.  S.  Detroit,  3d  Rate, 
0^  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  July  10,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedieuce  to  your  order  of 
the  24th  ultimo  (No.  8),  modified  verbally  on  the  27th  ultimo,  I  pro- 
ceeded with  the  Detroit  on  the  last-mentioned  date  to  Baiquiri,  Cuba, 
and  filled  up  with  water.  As  the  buoys  and  dock  were  occupied  by 
transports,  which  the  quartermaster  in  charge  refused  to  move,  the 
water  was  brought  off  in  boats. 

Left  Baiquiri  late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  ultimo,  communicated 
with  the  Hornet  off  Cape  Cruz  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  and  with  the 
Dixie  and  Yankton  about  10  miles  from  the  entrance  to  Oienfuegos  at 
10  a.  m.  on  the  30th.  The  Dixie  returned  to  Cape  Cruz  and  the  YanMon 
accompanied  me  to  Cienfuegos,  where  the  Helena  was  found. 

The  Helena  was  sent  to  the  eastward  to  blockade  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Trinidad,  Tunis,  and  the  northern  entrances  to  passages  among  the 
reefs;  the  YanMon  to  take  habitual  station  to  the  westward  of  entrance 
to  Cienfuegos  with  occasional  trips  up  the  Gulf  of  Cazones  toward  the 
passages  to  Batabano. 

During  the  afternoon  I  made  as  close  an  inspection  as  practicable. 
From  aloft  could  detect  in  the  inner  harbor  four  large  steamers  flying 
Spanish  colors — one  with  four  masts  and  one  smokestack,  one  with 
three  masts  and  one  smokestack,  and  two  with  two  masts  and  one 
smokestack;  also  two  fair-sized  gunboats,  the  larger  being,  apparently, 
of  the  Ensenada  class.  I  have  since  learned  from  the  insurgents  there 
are  two  large  and  three  small  gunboats  in  the  harbor.  The  four-masted 
steamer  was  surrounded  by  lighters  and  appeared  to  be  discharging 
cargo. 

Work  was  being  pushed  on  the  fortification  on  the  bluff  back  of 
Castle  Angeles.  The  guns  could  not  be  detected.  The  work  is  too  dis- 
tant to  admit  of  effective  interference  with  our  5-inch  battery.  No  work 
was  in  progress  at  Colorado  Point.  The  works  now  there  are  little 
more  than  low  breastworks  for  infantry,  built  from  the  remains  of  the 
light-house  buildings;  ports  have  been  left,  however,  for  artillery.  I 
have  seen  only  three  guns;  these  seem  to  be  on  field  mounts,  and  can 
be  moved  from  place  to  place.    I  judge  there  is  an  army  post  in  the 
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thicket  back  of  the  point,  but  have  never  seen  more  than  half  a  dozen 
men  at  a  time. 

I  deemed  it  unwise  to  attack  Colorado  Point  unless  further  work 
on  the  defenses  was  attempted.  The  battery  could,  no  doubt,  be  quickly 
silenced;  a  few  Spaniards  would  be  killed,  and  a  few  stones  knocked 
about,  but  repairs  would  be  made  in  a  night,  and  the  mam  result,  it 
appears  to  me,  would  be  to  render  a  close  blockade  with  the  number 
of  vessels  now  here  impossible,  especially  at  night.  At  present  they 
manifest  no  disposition  to  fire,  although  we  are  almost  constaatly 
within  range. 

On  July  2,  during  a  rain  squall,  smoke  was  detected  to  the  south- 
ward and  westward,  and  the  YanMon  gave  chase.  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Adams  has  already  reported  the  facts.  His  description  of  the 
vessel,  so  far  as  she  could  be  seen,  corresponds  with  the  auxiliary 
cruiser  Alfonso  XII,  except  that  she  was  not  square-rigged  forward. 
She  probably  also  saw  this  vessel.  It  is  impossible  to  say  she  may  not 
have  been  one  of  the  unarmed  vessels  of  the  same  line.  Nothing  has 
been  seen  of  her  since,  and  nothing  heard  of  her  from  vessels  either  to 
the  eastward  or  westward.  This  is  the  only  vessel  not  of  a  friendly 
character  that  has  been  seen  outside. 

On  the  8th  the  German  cruiser  Oeir  appeared  and  requested  per- 
mission to  enter  the  harbor  to  take  on  four  German  refugees.  This  was 
granted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Dayton, 
Gommander,  U.  S.N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief,  XJ.  S.  Naval  Force, 

Worth  Atlantic  Station. 


124057. 

[BlocTrade  of  San  Juan  and  engagement  witli  Terror.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  30°  35'  If.,  Long.  73°  45'  W., 

June  28,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  recent  movements  and  operations 
of  the  St.  Paul,  including  an  engagement  with  the  enemy  off  San  Juan, 
Porto  Eico. 

On  June  19  the  St.  Paul,  having  transferred  many  of  her  own  stores 
and  some  arms  and  ammunition  to  other  vessels,  parted  company 
with  our  squadron  off  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Under  orders  from  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  I  proceeded  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  to  institute  a 
blockade  of  that  port.  My  orders  included  the  information  that  the 
Yosemite,  Commander  W.  H.  Emory,  would  soon  join  the  St.  Paul  off 
San  Juan,  thus  enabling  me  to  proceed  to  New  York  for  coal,  the  neces- 
sity for  which  would  soon  arise.  The  St.  Paul,  with  a  view  of  inter- 
cepting Spanish  vessels,  proceeded  at  a  moderate  speed  by  the  route 
south  of  Haiti  and  through  the  Moua  Passage.  She  was  unsuccessful 
in  her  search,  and  arrived  off  San  Juan  at  8  a.  m.,  Wednesday,  June  22, 
at  which  time  the  weather  was  clear,  a  strong  trade  wind  was  blowing, 
and  the  sea  was  moderately  rough. 

At  12.40  p.  m.  of  that  day  our  emergency  signal  for  manning  the 
guns  was  sounded  by  direction  of  the  officer  of  the  deck,  Lieut.  J.  A. 
Pattson.    I  went  at  once  to  the  bridge,  where  I  was  shown  a  bark- 
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rigged  Spanish  cruiser  making  slowly  out  of  the  entrance  of  San  Juan, 
with  her  head  to  the  eastward.  She  was  either  the  Infanta  Isabel  or 
Isabel  II,  which  are  sister  ships  of  the  Don  Juan  de  Austria,  sunk  at 
Manila.  The  St.  Paul  was  lying  without  headway,  head  to  the  wind, 
which  was  east.  She  held  her  position,  while  the  Spanish  cruiser 
steamed  slowly  seaward,  maneuvered,  and  opened  fire  at  long  range, 
under  close  protection  of  the  shore  batteries,  which  mount  a  large  num- 
ber of  modern  8-inch  and  10-inch  guns..  None  of  the  Spaniard's  shot 
reached  us  on  direct  fire,  although  several  may  have  passed  over  us  on 
ricochet.  The  St.  Paul  replied  only  by  an  occasional  shell  to  test  the 
range;  nevertheless,  the  Spanish  cruiser  continued  her  ineffective  fire. 

At  1  p.  m.  a  torpedo-boat  destroyer,  having  the  characteristic  marks 
of  the  Terror  and  believed  to  be  that  vessel,  came  out  of  the  harbor  and 
steamed  around  the  Morro  to  the  eastward.  The  St.  Paul  then  steamed 
very  slowly  to  the  eastward,  parallel  to  the  shore  line  of  the  city,  keep- 
ing the  Terror  on  such  a  bearing  that  in  making  a  dash  at  the  St.  Paul 
she  would  be  obliged  to  proceed  in  the  trough  of  the  sea.  Our  maneuver 
had  the  further  object  of  throwing  the  Spanish  cruiser  completely  out 
of  range  to  the  southward  and  westward  whilg  we  engaged  the  Terror. 
About  1.20  p.  m.  the  Terror,  then  nearly  in  reach  of  our  heavier  guns, 
the  fire  of  which  I  was  reserving,  suddenly  opened  fire  and  steamed  for 
us  at  high  speed,  with  the  evident  intention  of  making  a  dash  to  torpedo 
the  St.  Paul.  The  St.  Paul  held  her  position  practically  without  head- 
way, head  to  the  eastward,  and  awaited  the  attack.  When  the  Terror 
was  5,400  yards  distant,  the  St.  Paul  opened  fire,  the  accuracy  and 
volume  of  which  were  admirable.  Although  the  distance  was  great,  it 
was  apparent  that  our  heavier  shell  were  falling  rapidly  around  the 
Terror  and  close  to  her.  Suddenly  that  vessel  headed  up  into  the  wind, 
broadside  to  the  St.  Paul,  as  if  injured,  but  kept  up  a  fire  from  her 
battery,  her  shot  falling  short.  I  was  looking  at  her  from  the  upper 
bridge  with  binocular  glasses  of  great  power,  and  at  this  time  I  saw  a 
shell  explode,  apparently  against  her  hull  abaft  the  after  smokestack. 
She  immediately  turned  with  port  helm  and  stood  in  for  the  harbor  at 
considerable  speed,  her  behavior  giving  evidence  of  damage.  Instead 
of  standing  in  through  the  channel  close  to  the  Morro,  whence  she 
had  issued  to  begin  her  attack,  she  fell  a  long  distance  to  leeward. 
When  down  toward  Oabras  Island,  she  rounded  to  and  stood  to  the 
southward  and  eastward  toward  the  harbor,  apparently  not  under 
good  management.  The  Spanish  cruiser  showed  concern  by  standing 
in  after  her. 

I  have  since  been  informed  from  different  sources  that  the  Terror 
was  taken  in  tow  by  two  tugs  on  her  arrival  in  the  harbor,  and  that  she 
was  in  a  sinking  condition.  One  informant  said  that  she  was  grounded 
for  safety  and  her  crew  sent  ashore  and  pumps  sent  to  her  assistance. 
All  accounts  agree  that  she  was  struck  three  times,  and  that  one  of 
her  engineers  and  one  of  her  crew  were  killed.  I  have  also  been 
informed  that  others  of  her  crew  were  wounded,  that  much  damage  was 
done,  and  that  repairs  were  immediately  begun  and  were  continuing 
day  and  night.  One  shot  is  said  to  have  raked  her  deck  and  another 
to  have  gone  through  her  side  into  her  after  engine  room.  Her  rudder 
or  steering  gear  is  said  to  have  been  injured.  Although  my  informa- 
tion comes  from  persons  who  saw  the  exterior  of  the  vessel  after  her 
return  to  the  harbor,  I  have  naturally  not  been  able  to  get  a  technical 
description  of  her  Internal  injuries.  A  large  number  of  people  were 
assembled  on  the  high  bluff  of  San  Juan  to  see  the  engagement. 

After  %e  Terror  had  reached  the  harbor,  the  cruiser  reappeared 
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outside  accompanied  by  a  gunboat.  Both  stood  round  the  Morro  and 
continued  slowly  for  a  considerable  distance  to  the  eastward,  well 
inshore  and  far  beyond  the  range  of  the  St.  PauVs  guns.  So  well  within 
the  range  of  the  San  Juan  batteries  were  they  that  I  could  see  no  reason 
for  their  maneuver  except  to  decoy  the  St.  Paul  within  fire  of  the  bat- 
teries. At  this  time  the  St.  Paul  was  heading  west,  practically  in  her 
former  position,  but  occasionally  gathering  slight  headway  to  maintain 
the  wind  and  sea  directly  astesn.  At  4.45  p.  m.  the  St.  Paul  was  turned 
and  headed  east,  on  a  course  nearly  parallel  to  that  which  the  Spanish 
vessels  were  apparently  steering.  Those  vessels  immediately  turned 
and  then  retired  to  the  harbor.  During  the  entire  affair  the  St.  Paul 
maintained  her  position  near  the  city.    She  was  not  hit. 

The  Tosemite  arrived  off  San  Ju^n  on  the  afternoon  of  the  25th. 
I  had  intended  to  leave  the  blockade  on  the  night  of  the  27th  to  pro- 
ceed to  E"ew  York  for  coal,  but,  believing  the  blockade  should  be 
strengthened,  I  decided  to  so  inform  the  Commander  in  Chief  promptly 
while  the  Terror  was  repairing.  Had  I  proceeded  directly  to  New  York, 
as  intended,  there  would  have  been  a  long  delay  before  the  Tosemite 
could  be  reenforced  off  (San  Juan.  I  therefore  left  San  Juan  on  the 
26th,  a  day  earlier  than  intended,  and,  w^ith  the  coal  thus  reserved,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Mole,  Haiti,  and  communicated  my  recommendation  by 
cable  to  the  Department  and  to  the  Commander  in  Chief.  The  St.  Paul 
arrived  at  the  Mole  at  2.50  p.  m.  on  the  27th.  No  reply  having  been 
received  by  me  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  28th,  and,  having  been  informed  by  the 
operator  of  the  cable  line  at  the  Mole  that  no  reply  had  been  received 
in  New  York  up  to  8  o'clock,  I  put  to  sea  and  proceeded  north  for  coal 
and  supplies  according  to  my  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

The  rapid  and  accurate  fire  brought  to  bear  on  the  Terror  by  the 
St.  Paul,  whose  crew  has  been  under  drill  less  than  one  month  and  a 
half  against  adverse  conditions,  reflects  great  credit  on  the  executive 
officer,  Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  H.  Driggs,  and  on  the  divisional  ofiEi- 
cers,  iiieuts.  J.  M,  Poyer,  E.  Osborn,  Geo.  Touug,  H,  Dixon,  and 
Ensigns  C.  S.  Bookwalter,  W.  V.  N.  Powelson,  and  A.  L.  Co  well.  The 
St.  Paul,  by  reason  of  her  great  complexity  of  arrangement  and  the 
remoteness  of  many  of  her  parts  from  the  bridge,  is  a  difficult  and 
trying  command  in  her  present  sphere  of  action.  It  therefore  gratifies 
me  greatly  to  find  that  her  discipline  and  skill  have  bee^  demonstrated 
to  be  good  in  emergency. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  D.  Sigsbbb, 

Captain,  U,  S.  N,,  Commanding. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


135349. 

[Favorable  mention  of  names  of  certain  officers  ttIio  took  part  in  engagement  between  St.  Paul  and 

Spanish  torpedo  boat  Terror.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  August  25,  1898. 
Sir:  My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  in  my  report  to 
the  Department,  dated  June  28,  on  the  engagement  between  the  U.  S.  S. 
St.  Paul  on  the  one  side  and  a  Spanish  cruiser  and  a  Spanish  torpedo- 
boat  destroyer  on  the  other  side,  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  June  22, 
1898,  I  did  not  mention  the  names  of  certain  officers  who  were  on  the 
bridge.  It  is  but  natural  that  these  officers  should  desire  to  be  con- 
nected historically  with  that  event. 
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Therefore  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  following  gentlemen 
were  on  the  bridge  with  me  at  the  time,  in  readiness  for  service,  and  that 
their  bearing  was  entirely  admirable:  Lient.  J.  (J.  Gillmore,  D".  S.  N., 
navigator;  Lieut.  S.  Nicholson  Kane,  U.  S.  N.,  captain's  aid  and  signal 
officer;  Ensign  O.  P.  Jackson,  U.  S.  'N.,  assistant  navigator. 

Chief  Engineer  John  Hunter,  U.  S.  N.,  whose  position  was  one  of 
great  prospective  responsibility  under  the  circumstances,  should  also 
be  mentioned  most  favorably. 

Although  the  St.  Paul  is  an  enormous  ship,  she  has  not  a  great 
battery.    At  the  time  of  the  action  she  underwent  the  novel  experience 
of  receiving  and  accepting  the  dash  of  the  torpedo  boat  destroyer. 
•Very  respectfully, 

0.  D.   SiGSBBB, 

Captain,  U.  8.  W.,  Gommanding. 
The  Sbcketart  of  the  Navy. 


136434. 

[Damage  snBtained  by  Spanish  destroyer  Terrorin  engagement  with  St.  Paul.] 

U.  S.  S.  New  Orleans, 
San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  Septertiber  27, 1898. 

SiE :  In  compliance  with  the  Department's  letter  No.  136434, 1  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  reliable  information  in  regard  to  tlie 
condition  of  the  Spanish  destroyer  Terror  after  her  engagement  with 
the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul. 

This  information  was  obtained  from  an  English  engineer  in  charge 
of  the  gas  works  here,  an  intelligent  and  reliable  man,  who  personally 
inspected  the  Terror  after  the  engagement,  and  has  now  in  his  posses- 
sion various  shattered  pipes  and  pieces  of  plating  which  he  took  from 
the  vessel. 

The  Terror  was  hit  but  once  by  a  large  shell.  This  entered  the  star- 
board side  amidships,  about  1  foot  above  the  water  line,  passed  through 
the  vessel  and  emerged  about  1  foot  6e?ow  the  water  line  on. the  port  side. 
In  its  flight  it  completely  wrecked  the  intermediate  cylinder  of  the 
starboard  engine,  and  the  flying  pieces  of  machinery  instantly  killed 
the  chief  engineer.  An  assistant  engineer  had  his  legs  cut  off  by 
wreckage  and  died  soon  after  reaching  the  hospital  ashore. 

The  hole  in  the  port  side  caused  the  vessel  to  fill  and  list  rapidly  and 
she  headed  for  port  immediately  upon  receiving  this  shot,  making  about 
16  knots  with  her  uninjured  engine,  until  the  rising  water  began  to 
mal^e  her  settle.  As  she  came  into  the  harbor  a  tugboat  went  alongside 
to  help  her.  Finding  the  Terror  to  be  sinking  fast  she  was  run  upon  the 
Puntilla  Shoal,  which  lies  within  the  harbor.  Here  it  was  possible  to 
bring  the  shot  hole  above  the  water  line  and  to  plug  it.  She  was  then 
floated  and  pumped  out,  this  operation  taking  about  two  days.  The 
authorities  immediately  started  to  repair  her,  which  repairs  took  about 
one  month  to  complete. 

Her  total  loss  in  this  affair  was  2  officers  and  3  men  killed,  7  men 
wounded. 

During  this  engagement  the  Terror  did  not  have  her  12-pouuder 
rapid-fire  guns,  these  having  been  removed  from  her  when  she  was  at 
Martinique.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  cruiser  Isabel  II  at  no  time  dur- 
ing the  affair  came  close  enough  to  the  St.  Paul  to  be  able  to  use  her 
guns. 
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It  has  been  said  that  the  decks  of  the  Terror  were  several  times  swept 
by  fragments  of  shells  and  rapid-fire  projectiles. 

The  above  information  has  been  corroborated  by  other  reliable  per- 
sons resident  here  who  witnessed  the  engagement  and  saw  the  vessel 
after  her  return. 

Very  respectfully,  W-  ^-  •^-*-?' 

Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  JV".,  Commanding  Officer. 

The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navig-ation, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  B.  G. 

[Indorsement  ] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  Orleans, 
San  Juan,  Porto  Bico,  September  27, 1898. 
Forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  with  the  statement 
that  in  addition  to  the  injuries  mentioned  in  the  report,  the  steering 
gear  was  disabled,  probably  by  the  same  shot  that  wrecked  the  engine, 
and  it  became  necessary  to  steer  from  aft. 

W.    S.    SOHLET, 

Rear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N, 


124079. 

[Necessity  for  increasing  xmmber  of  blockading  vessels  off  San  Juan.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 
Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti,  June  27, 1898. 

Sir  :  Instead  of  leaving  the  blockade  of  San  Juan  to-night  to  pro- 
ceed direct  to  New  York  for  coal,  in  conformity  with  your  order  to  me 
to  proceed  when  necessity  arose,  I  decided  yesterday  to  come  here 
instead,  In  order  to  recommend  to  you  promptly  an  iucrease  of  the  block- 
ading force  off  San  Juan,  where  the  Yosemite  now  remains  alone,  and 
where  the  St.  Paul  was  alone  before  the  Yosemite  arrived.  Had  I 
remained  off  San  Juan  until  to-night  my  coal  would  not  have  brought 
me  here  and  permitted  me  to  go  to  Nevr  York  also ;  I  therefore  decided 
to  sacrifice  one  day,  in  order  that  my  recommendation  to  you  should  not 
be  delayed  for  a  number  of  days,  as  would  have  been  the  case  had  I 
proceeded  direct  to  New  York. 

It  was  immediately  demonstrated  to  the  St.  Paul  on  her  arrival  off 
San  Juan  that  she  would  not  be  permitted  to  approach  the  batteries 
undisturbed.  In  fact,  Spanish  war  vessels  endeavored  to  entice, her 
under  the  batteries,  which,  as  you  know,  are  very  heavy. 

I  beg  to  respectfully  suggest  that  the  difficulties  of  blockading  the 
single  port  of  San  Juan  are  greater  than  those  to  be  met  in  blockading 
Havana,  where  there  are  no  Spanish  war  vessels  and  no  torpedo-boat 
destroyers,  and  wliere  ports  are  blockaded  both  to  the  eastward  and 
westward,  thus  giving  flank  support.  Vessels  intending  to  run  the 
blockade  of  San  Juan  can,  owing  to  the  shoit  length  of  Porto  Rico 
east  and  west,  make  telegraphic  communications  with  San  Juan  for 
advice  with  reference  to  the  disposition  of  the  blockading  force,  and 
this  they  can  do  within  a  few  hours  of  their  expected  arrival  at  that 
port.  This  can  be  done  by  visiting  the  east  and  west  anchorages  of  the 
island  or  St.  Thomas.  San  Juan  being  well  to  windward  in  the  trade 
region,  and  having  no  land  influences  to  windward  of  it,  the  seas  ofl' 
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that  port  are  naturally  continuously  rough  day  and  night,  making  board- 
ing both  prolonged  and  difficult,  especially  for  auxiliary  crews.  When 
a  single  vessel  constitutes  the  blockading  force  she  will  oftentimes  be 
compelled  to  make  the  visit  close  in  to  the  port,  where  she  will  be 
uncommonly  exposed  to  attack  during  the  visit. 

I  was  the  more  impelled  to  leave  San  Juan  a  day  in  advance  of  my 
original  intention  by  my  belief,  based  on  reports  from  the  harbor  of  San 
Juan,  that  the  torpedo  boat  Terror  could  not,  within  the  single  day 
devoted  to  my  visit  here,  repair  the  damage  done  to  her  by  the  8t.  Paul, 
in  regard  to  which  I  refer  you  to  another  letter  of  this  date.  It  is 
advisable  to  constantly  keep  the  Terror  in  mind  as  a  possible  active 
force;  but  leaving  her  out  of  consideration,  the  services  to  be  performed 
by  the  Yosemite,  of  blockading  a  well-fortifled  port  containing  a  force  of 
enemy's  vessels  whose  aggregate  force  is  greater  than  her  own,  is  au 
especially  difficult  one.  If  she  permits  herself  to  be  driven  away  from 
the  port,  even  temporarily,  the  claim  may  be  set  up  that  the  blockade 
is  broken.  It  was  still  more  difficult  for  the  St.  Paul  when  she  was 
alone  on  the  blockade.  The  St.  PauVs  speed  was  reduced,  by  an  acci- 
dent to  her  starboard  engine,  within  two  knots  of  the  maximum  speed 
of  the  Yosemite.  That  made  but  little  difference,  except  in  chasing,  for 
the  reason  that  she  also  had  to  maintain  the  blockade  as  against  any 
force  of  the  enemy. 

I  venture  to  suggest  that,  in  order  to  make  the  blockade  of  San  Juan 
positively  effective,  a  considerable  force  of  vessels  is  needed  off  that 
port,  enough  to  detach  some  occasionally  to  cruise  about  the  island; 
West  of  San  Juan  the  coast,  although  bold,  has  outlying  dangers, 
making  it  easy  at  present  for  blockade  runners  having  local  pilots  to 
work  in  close  to  the  ijort  under  the  land  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

*  0.  D.   SiGSBEB, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Gommanding, 
The  Seoeetakt  of  the  Havy. 


128761. 

[Engagements  off  Point  Mn&o  and  Casilda.] 

No.  1.]  U.  S.  S.  Yankton, 

Off  Gienfuegos,  June  30, 1898. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on  June  29,  8.45  a.  m.,  while 
off  Oape  Muno,  Cuba,  making  passage  to  Casilda,  the  Eagle  was  passed 
close  inshore  and  she  was  fired  on  by  a  battery  of  artillery  masked  in 
the  hills.  This  ship  stood  in  to  her  assistance,  and  at  8.50  opened  fire 
at  a  distance  of  about  4,000  yards.  Firing  ceased  at  9.15,  the  enemy's 
fire  having  been  silenced.  This  ship  was  not  struck,  nor  did  any  shots 
fall  near  her.  Lieutenant  Southerland,  commanding  the  Eagle,  reported 
to  me  after  the  action  that  one  of  our  4-inch  shells  had  struck  in  the 
midst  of  the  battery  and  apparently  done  much  execution.  The  firing 
was  quite  deliberate  and  the  crew  seemed  to  be  cool. 

Expended  in  this  action  twenty-one  4-inch  common  shell,  sixty- 
eight  3-pounder. 

Casualties:  Charles  Wilson,  landsman,  slightly  burned  in  face  by 
hot  cartridge  case. 

*  Received  without  signature ;  name  inserted  at  Department. 
5898 15 
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On  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  in  company  with  the  Dixie,  we 
shelled  one  or  two  gunboats  lying  behind  the  reef  at  Casilda.  The 
fire  was  not  returned,  nor  could  I  see  that  any  damage  was  done  to 
the  enemy. 

Expended  in  this  action  four  4-inch  armor -piercing  shell,  twenty- 
three  3-pounder. 

Very  respectfully,  J.D.Adams, 

Lieutenant- Oommander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

COMMANDEE  IN  ChIEP  U.  S.  NATAI.  FOEOE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


130281. 

[Engagement  between  Eagle  and  Spanish  cavalry  off  Eio  Hondo.] 

U.  S.  S.  Ea&le, 
Off  Oienfvegos,  Cuba,  June  39, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  was  in  an  engagement 
with  a  force  of  Spanish  cavalry  off  the  mouth  of  Eio  Hondo  this  forenoon. 

At  6  o'clock  this  a.  m.  this  vessel  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Eio 
Hondo,  about  23  miles  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  Cienfdegos 
light-house,  for  the  purpose  of  landing  a  captain  and  two  privates  of  the 
Cuban  army,  by  order  of  Commander  0.  H.  Davis,  U.  8.  IS.,  command- 
ing TJ.  S.  S.  Dixie  and  senior  ofBcer  present. 

At  8.30,  while  cruising  back  and  forth  near  the  river's  mouth,  await- 
ing the  appearance  of  a  Cuban  force  in  answer  to  our  steam  whistle  sig- 
nals, shots  from  the  shore  were  heard  and  projectiles  were  seen  to  strike 
the  water  short  of  ns.  Ko  signs  of  an  enemy  could  be  seen  for  about  ten 
minutes,  several  shots  in  the  meantime  having  struck  the  water  within 
50  yards  of  us,  when  a  large  force  of  cavalry  was  sighted  on  a  plateau 
back  of  the  beach.  This  vessel  immediately  opened  fire  with  her  star- 
board forward  and  after  6-pounders  and  Colt's  automatic.  The  first 
shot  fell  in  the  midst  of  a  large  group  of  the  enemy  and  must  have  done 
considerable  execution.  It  caused  them  to  mount  and  proceed  at  full 
speed  toward  the  interior. 

In  the  meantime  the  YanMon,  which  was  passing  outside  of  this 
vessel,  bound  to  Trinidad,  was  signaled  as  to  what  was  going  on.  She 
joined  this  vessel  and  opened  fire,  making  very  good  shooting. 

The  fire  was  continued  from  both  vessels  until  the  enemy  disappeared 
over  a  ridge  some  5,000  yards  distant. 

Shortly  after  our  fire  ceased  the  Dixie  came  near  and  I  reported  all 
the  circumstances  to  Commander  Davis,  and  also  that  we  had  just  seen 
another  body  of  men  some  distance  back  of  the  beach. 

He  then  directed  me  to  land  the  Cubans  at  a  point  13  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Cienfuegos,  for  which  place  this  vessel  was  immediately 
headed. 

Shortly  after  leaving  the  Dixie  she  opened  fire  on  the  shore,  from 
which  I  presume  another  body  of  the  enemy  had  appeared. 

Eighty  six  6-pounder  A.  P.  shells  were  fired  during  the  action. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHBRLAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  K,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Kaval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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125793. 

[Beport  of  engagement  of  "  Hiat"  at  Manzanillo.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hist, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of 
the  29th  ultimo,  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  under  my  command  to 
Gape  Cruz,  south  of  Cuba,  arriving  there  early  the  next  morning.  The 
U.  S.  8.  WompatucTCjUnder  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Jungen,  arrived 
about  the  same  time. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Hornet,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Helm,  was 
cruising  oif  the  Cape. 

Finding  I  was  the  senior  officer  present,  I  opened  your  communica- 
tion in  regard  to  the  stopping  of  the  inside  traffic  west  of  Cape  Cruz 
and  in  Manzanillo,  and  to  make  a  reconnoissance  as  early  as  possible. 

With  an  excellent  Cuban  pilot  on  board,  I  immediately  made  plans 
accordingly,  and,  after  sending  the  Hornet  to  take  possession  of  a 
schooner  that  was  trying  to  make  her  way  inside,  the  three  vessels  were 
formed  in  column  at  half  distance,  with  the  Hist  leading  and  the  Hornet 
in  the  rear,  a  formation  that  was  maintained  throughout  the  day, 
except  as  hereinafter  mentioned. 

The  schooner  was  anchored,  and  found  to  be  the  Nickerson,  said  to 
be  English,  but  she  was  loaded  with  provisions,  and  had  four  Spanish 
subjects  on  board  in  addition  to  her  crew. 

The  Hornet  being  short  of  officers  and  men.  Ensign  McDougall  and 
one  man  from  this  ship  and  one  from  the  Wompatuck,  all  armed,  were 
placed  on  board  to  relieve  those  from  the  Hornet. 

Ensign  McDougall  was  given  instructions  to  take  possession  of  her 
log,  papers,  and  hold  all  on  board,  as  well  as  the  vessel,  untU  the 
arrival  of  another  of  our  ships,  or  until  our  return. 

In  the  meantime  Lieutenant  Percell  in  the  Osceola  had  been  given 
instructions  to  proceed  to  and  watch  the  entrance  to  the  Quatros 
Keales  Channel  to  prevent  any  vessel  from  escaping.  The  column 
then,  at  8.15  a.  m.,  entered  the  Azuraga  pass  at  a  uniform  speed  of  10 
knots.  Upon  turning  the  point  that  opened  out  Mguero  Bay,  I  made 
out  a  Spanish  gunboat  at  anchor  under  the  blockhouses  of  the  army  on 
shore.  There  not  being  enough  water  for  the  Wompatuclc  to  enter  the 
bay,  she  was  directed  to  remain  in  the  channel  to  prevent  the  gunboat's 
escape  behind  the  key.  The  Hornet  was  directed  to  follow  this  vessel 
at  close  distance,  and  we  headed  in. 

The  gunboat  made  an  effort  to  hide  behind  the  point  that  we  after- 
wards found  to  be  alive  with  soldiers,  our  approach  evidently  having 
been  signaled  from  the  heliograph  on  the  West  Cay. 

With  the  aid  of  the  pilot  and  the  lead,  we  succeeded  in  getting  well 
into  the  bay  and  uncovered  the  gunboat.  We  immediately  opened  fire, 
which  was  returned  by  a  machine  gun  aft  and  a  3-pounder  in  the  bow 
of  the  gunboat  at  a  distance  of  1,500  yards.  The  Hist  got  aground 
close  in,  as  did  the  Hornet,  which  at  first  interfered  with  the  range  of 
the  Hornet's  guns,  but  they  soon  got  afloat. 

The  third  gun  from  the  3-pounder  of  the  Hist  struck  her  stern  and 
silenced  the  machine  gun  aft.  By  this  time  a  perfect  fusillade  of  small 
arms  opened  on  us  from  the  wooded  point  at  a  distance  of  not  more 
than  400  yards,  but  they  were  soon  silenced  by  the  Maxim  37 -millimeter 
and  a  few  well  directed  shots  from  the  3  and  6  pounders. 

The  gunboat,  finding  she  could  not  make  her  escape  in  that  direction, 
steamed  deliberately  across  the  harbor,  under  cover  of  the  shore  and 
Hhnal  water^kgeping  np  a  cnntinnnns  fire  from  her  3-pounder.     She  was 
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hit  by  both  of  our  vessels  repeatedly,  and,  in  a  crippled  condition,  got  ii 
behind  one  of  the  smaller  keys,  which,  however,  did  not  conceal  her, 
and  a  shot  from  the  3-pounder  of  this  vessel  striking  her  amidships  she 
blew  up.  , 

The  fire  of  the  gunboat  was  too  high,  but  during  the  action  both  ot 
our  vessels  were  repeatedly  struck  by  the  smaU-arm  fire  from  the 
ambuscade. 

We  had  no  casualties. 

Having  completed  the  destruction  of  this  vessel,  the  column  re-tormed, 
and,  after  passing  through  Balandras  Channel,  headed  for  Manzamllo. 

The  heliograph  tower  on  the  key  was  shelled  in  passing. 

On  the  way  up,  a  sloop  with  soldiers  on  board  was  discovered  close 
inshore,  and  a  few  shells  drove  them  on  shore  and  to  the  bush. 

Passing  to  the  left  of  Giva  Keys,  we  headed  in  and  opened  up  the 
harbor  of  Manzanillo.  Upon  a  nearer  approach,  we  discovered  that 
instead  of  four  small  gunboats,  as  mentioned  in  your  instructions,  we 
found  a  crescent  formation  of  nine  vessels  stretched  across  the  harbor, 
close  inshore.  A  large  torpedo  boat,  on  the  right  in  entering,  and  a 
good-sized  gunboat  on  the  left,  with  three  smaller  gunboats  in  the  mid- 
dle, all  armed  with  machine  guns  and  3  and  6  pounders.  On  the  right 
the  line  was  flanked  by  a  big  smoothbore  gun  on  Oaimanera  Point,  and 
ou  the  left  by  four  large  pontoons,  armed  with  6-inch  smoothbore  guns 
that  did  effective  work  in  the  fight  which  followed. 

To  the  rear  the  line  was  supported  by  a  heavy  battery  of  field  artil- 
lery on  the  water  front  and  several  big  guns  in  a  fort  on  the  hill,  while 
the  shore  line  for  over  2  miles  in  length  was  lined  with  soldiers,  who 
kept  up  a  fusillade  of  small  arms  during  the  entire  fight. 

1  rounded  Oaimanera  Point  and  headed  directly  into  the  harbor,  and 
when  within  1,000  yards  of  the  large  torpedo  boat  I  opened  the  fight 
with  the  bow  3-pounder,  and  putting  the  helm  astarboard,  and  just 
turning  over,  brought  the  broadside  guns  into  action,  and,  followed  by 
the  other  two  vessels,  passed  along  the  entire  front. 

We  commenced  action  at  3.20  p.  m.  and  came  out  at  5,  thus  being 
under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy  for  one  hour  and  forty  minutes. 
Most  of  the  enemy's  shot  passed  over,  while  ours  had  a  tendency  to  fall 
short.  However,  they  had  our  range  very  accurate,  and  succeeded  in 
striking  this  vessel  eleven  times,  one  of  which  passed  clear  through  the 
engine-room  hatch  and  another  exploded  inside  the  hatch,  both  taking 
effect  within  a  few  inches  of  the  main  steam  pipe,  which  certainly  would 
have  been  damaged  had  it  not  been  well  protected  by  bales  of  waste 
and  a  lot  of  cork  fenders.  Another  shot  plowed  up  the  deck  of  the 
bridge. 

The  Hornet  was  struck  a  number  of  times,  one  shot  cutting  the  main 
steam  pipe  shortly  after  going  into  action,  disabling  her.  ifotwith- 
standing  this  accident  she  gallantly  kept  up  an  uninterrupted  fire  after 
and  during  the  time  she  was  being  towed  out  by  the  Wompatuck. 

In  this  crippled  condition  she  succeeded  in  sinking  one  gunboat  and 
a  sloop  loaded  with  soldiers. 

The  Wompatuclc  was  struck  several  times,  once  near  the  water  line, 
going  clean  through  her. 

As  soon  as  I  saw  the  steam  escaping  from  the  Hornet  I  signaled  the 
Wompatuck,  that  was  close  to  her,  to  take  her  in  tow,  and  Lieutenant 
Jungen  deserves  great  credit  for  the  coolness  and  manner  in  which  he 
handled  his  vessel  under  a  galling  fire  as  he  came  to  the  rescue. 

The  Hist  backed  down  to  render  assistance,  and  was  signaled  "K"o 
further  aid  needed,"  whereupon  she  was  headed  in  for  the  large  pou- 
toou  that  was  doing  serious  work  with  the  old  6-inch  smoothbore  guns, 
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and  in  a  short  while  we  landed  a  shell  that  set  fire  to  the  old  pontoon 
and  burned  her. 

With  the  exception  of  the  above-mentioned  damages  sustained,  we 
suffered  no  further,  and  the  only  casualties  are  three  men  scalded  by 
escaping  steam  on  the  Hornet,  while  the  enemy  lost  one  gunboat,  a 
sloop  loaded  with  soldiers,  and  a  pontoon,  with  the  large  torpedo  boat 
disabled  and  several  gunboats  seriously  injured,  and  without  doubt 
they  sustained  quite  a  loss  of  life.  I  made  a  careful  reconnoissance  of 
the  harbor,  and  found  the  Purisima  Goncepcion,  a  large  steamer,  tied 
up  to  one  of  the  two  very  large  side-wheel  transports,  the  names  of 
which  are  the  Gloria  and  Jose  Garcia.  These  three  vessels  were  inside 
the  line  of  boats  and  flew  no  flags.  Inside  of  them,  and  close  inshore, 
were  a  number  of  schooners  and  smaller  craft. 

Our  approach  to  Manzanillo  had  undoubtedly  been  reported  by  tele- 
graph from  Niguero,  and  they  were  prepared  to  meet  us,  and  as  we 
slowly  steamed  off  to  the  northward  a  gun  concealed  on  one  of  the  Man- 
zanillo keys  opened  fire  on  us,  but  was  soon  silenced  by  a  few  well- 
directed  shots.  The  enemy,  though  keeping  up  a  continuous  fire  as  we 
drew  off,  made  no  efiort  to  follow  us,  and  I  leisurely  proceeded  to  an 
anchorage  for  the  night,  the  Hornet  being  in  tow  of  the  Wompatuck. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  suggest  that  in  order  to  put  an  efficient  stop 
to  the  inside  traffic  in  those  waters  this  stronghold  of  Manzanillo  should 
be  destroyed,  and  it  will  take  a  much  larger  force  than  I  had  at  my 
command  to  accomplish  it. 

I  would  further  suggest  that  an  attacking  squadron  should  approach 
the  harbor  from  the  Quatro  Eeales  Channel,  as  by  that  route  fully  20 
feet  can  be  carried,  whereas  only  18  feet  can  be  carried  through  the 
Balandras  Channel;  besides  through  the  latter  there  is  means  of  tele- 
graphing from  Mguero  to  Manzanillo  the  approach  of  any  vessel, 
whereas  the  northern  shore,  from  nearby  Santa'Cruz  del  Sur  to  Jobabo, 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  insurgents. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  plan  of  the  disposition  of  the  forces  at  the  battle 
of  Manzanillo. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  the  Department  to  the  brave,  energetic,  cool,  and 
efficient  manner  in  which  all  the  officers  and  men  acted  under  fire,  for 
which  they  deserve  not  only  the  praises  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  and 
the  Department,  but  the  plaudits  of  the  American  people. 

We  had  two  engagements  in  one  day  with  the  enemy,  the  latter  of 
which  was  as  hard  a  fight  as  ever  vessels  engaged  in,  and  without  the 
loss  of  a  single  man  we  fully  accomplished  the  task  designated  by  your 
order  of  the  29th  ultimo. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Ltjoien  Totjng, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

Eear-Admiral  W,  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  F., 

Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces  on  N.  A.  Station. 


127210. 

[Eeport  of  engagemeut  at  Limoves  and  ManzaniUo.] 

U.  S.  S.  HOENBT, 

Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuha,  July  1,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  compliance  with  United  States  Navy  Eegulations,  paragraph 
No.  437, 1  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows: 
Yesterday  morning,  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  Lieut.  Lucien 


230  BUREAU    OP   NAVIGATION. 

Young,  TJ.  S.  'N.,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hist,  and  then  senior  otiBcer 
present  off  Cape  Cruz,  the  Hornet  proceeded  in  rear  of  Mist  and  Woin- 
patucTc  to  the  northward  and  eastward  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  cays,  etc.,  as  far  as  Manzanillo. 

Arriving  off  Nequero  Bay,  a  small  Spanish  gunboat  was  sighted 
coming  from  behind  one  of  the  cays.  The  Hist  and  Hornet  headed  in 
for  her  and  were  fired  on  by  musketry  from  woods  of  cay.  Both 
ships  proceeded  as  far  in  as  their  draft  would  permit  and  opened 
fire  on  woods  and  gunboat.  The  musketry  fire  was  soon  silenced. 
The  gunboat  headed  along  shore,  firing  on  us  all  the  time.  Several 
shots  from  both  ships  were  observed  to  strike  her,  and  she  was  run  in 
behind  a  point  and  apparently  beached,  perhaps  blown  up.  The  Span- 
ish flag  was  conspicuous  till  near  the  end,  when  it  could  not  be  seen. 
The  Hornet  fired  forty-seven  6-pounder  shells  and  about  one  hundred 
rounds  from  rifles. 

Proceeding  on  to  Manzanillo,  the  three  vessels  entered  harbor  in 
original  order. 

Some  five  to  six  armed  vessels,  drawn  up  in  column,  were  observed, 
also  numerous  soldiers  on  shore  at  many  points  apparently  manning 
field  batteries,  and  others  with  rifles. 

The  Hornet  opened  fire  on  all  as  soon  as  in  position,  and  some  three 
or  four  6-pounder  shots  were  observed  to  strike  gunboats. 

When  opposite  center  of  lines  afloat  and  ashore  and  shells  were  strik- 
ing thick  and  fast  all  around,  our  main  steam  pipe  was  cut  by  a  shell 
and  the  whole  inside  of  vessel  filled  with  hot  steam. 

Notwithstanding  the  then  helpless  condition  of  ship  the  fire  of  the 
battery  was  not  slackened,  the  men  passing  ammunition  through  the 
steam,  and  soon  a  6-pounder  shell  was  seen  to  strike  and  sink  one  of 
the  small  gunboats.  Ensign  Earle,  Chief  Teoman  Pierce,  Chief  Master- 
at-Arms  Smith,  and  several  others  seeing  her  go  down  stern  first. 

Another  6-pounder  shell  was  seen  to  strike  a  second  gunboat,  appar- 
ently silencing  her  fire. 

While  firing  toward  shore  with  starboard  battery  a  small  sloop  loaded 
with  soldiers  sailed  up  on  port  side  and  opened  fire  on  us  with  rifles. 
A  shot  from  port  6  pounder  struck  her  fairly  amidships  and  sent  her  to 
the  bottom. 

The  Hornet  was  then  drifting  near  shoals.  The  Wompatnch  turned, 
came  alongside,  and  towed  Hornet  out  of  action,  Ibllowing  lead  of  senior 
officer  present.  The  Wompatuch  and  Hornet  all  the  time  firing  every 
gun  that  would  bear  on  enemy. 

Lieut.  Carl  Jungen,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  Wompatuclc,  can  not  be 
given  too  much  credit  for  this  performance. 

The  Hornet  fired  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  6pounder  shells,  ninety- 
three  47-millimeter,  and  one  hundred  seventy-four  1-pounders,  and 
about  four  hundred  rounds  of  rifle  ammunition. 

All  of  our  gun  captains  being  expert  shots,  I  think  the  Spaniards 
know  where  some  of  it  landed. 

The  Hornet  was  struck  many  times— once  through  bulwarks,  hatch 
combing,  and  steam  pipe,  once  in  after  deck  house,  once  starboard 
quarter,  twice  through  bridge  screen,  and  several  times  on  armor  belt 
by  ricochet  or  expended  shells. 

F.  Madsen,  fireman,  first  class;  S.  Bakke,  fireman,  second  class, 
and  P.  Griffln,  oiler,  were  scalded ;  Bakke  seriously.  Madsen  has  his 
feet  and  legs  badly  scalded ;  Griffln's  arm  slightly.  Otherwise  there 
were  no  casualties,  though  a  shell  struck  ammunition  box  under  one  of 
the  gun  captains,  and  a  shell  passed  through  bridge  screen  between 
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Ensign  Earle  and  myself,  who  were  not  3  feet  apart,  and  equally  near 
men  at  wheel. 

The  Sornet  was  short  1  officer  and  6  men,  who  had  been  sent  to  Key 
West  in  prizes. 

Ensign  Fewel  had  charge  of  the  battery.  Ensign  Earle  conned  ship. 
I  can  not  mention  others  without  mentioning  all.  All  are  deserving  of 
praise. 

The  Wom'patuck,  in  coming  alongside,  smashed  a  boat  and  rail  slightly, 
I  deeming  it  better  to  let  boat  go  than  take  men  from  guns  "to  rig  in. 
Our  light  bulwarks  and  deck  houses  are  dilapidated  from  concussion 
of  our  own  guns. 

I  estimate  that  Hornet  was  in  action  about  forty-five  minutes.  Her 
steam  pipe  was  cut  about  ten  minutes  after  action  began,  but  used  her 
battery  to  the  end  of  the  fight. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  M.  Helm, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N,,  Commanding. 

Eear- Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  8tation, 
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[Engagement  of  Wompatuck  at  Manzanlllo,  Jnne  30,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wompatuok, 
Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898. 

SiE :  In  accordance  with  article  437  of  the  United  States  Navy  Reg- 
ulations, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  partici- 
pation of  this  vessel  in  the  reconnoissance  made  on  June  30,  1898,  in 
company  of  the  Mist  and  Hornet,  in  the  harbor  of  Manzauillo,  Cuba,  viz : 

The  WompatucTc  followed  the  lead  of  the  Hist  into  the  harbor  of 
Manzauillo,  arriving  at  the  entrance  at  3.15  p.  m. 

The  vessels  noted  by  me  as  being  in  the  harbor,  and  evidently 
prepared  to  receive  us,  were  one  torpedo  boat  and  three  small  gun  ves- 
sels, mounting  a  bow  and  stern  gun  each.  These  were  under  way. 
One  old  steam  cruiser  and  one  old  sailing  vessel  (probably  a  guard  ship) 
were  moored  so  that  their  batteries  commanded  the  harbor  entrance 
and  front.  The  gun  vessels  and  torpedo  boat  were  under  way  and  in 
column,  heading  about  in  the  same  way  that  we  headed  when  we  ran 
by.  In  addition  to  the  floating  defenses,  a  number  of  field  pieces  had 
been  run  down  to  the  water  front — exact  number  I  could  not  state, 
but  four  were  seen  before  any  firing  began.  From  the  reception  we 
met  with,  I  judged  that  twenty  guns  of  3  and  6  pounder  caliber,  were 
directed  upon  us,  in  addition  to  one  6-inch  B.  L.  E.  and  some  8  or  9  inch 
smoothbores. 

As  soon  as  the  Hist  got  within  range  of  the  gun  vessels  they  opened 
fire,  to  which  she  promptly  replied.  The  Womyatuch  opened  fire  at 
2,000  yards,  the  range  varying  from  that  to  1,800  yards,  never  less. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  a  galling  one  and  very  fair,  as  the  hits 
which  the  vessels  on  our  side  received  prove. 

After  firing  seven  rounds  from  the  bow  3-pounder  of  this  vessel, 
the  pedestal  siieared  the  rivets  of  the  holding-down  flange,  throwing 
this  gun  out  of  action.  In  order  to  bring  both  of  the  stern  guns  to 
bear,  starboard  helm  had  to  be  used,  and  the  risk  of  grounding  had  to 
be  taken.  This  threw  the  Wompatuch  out  of  column,  but  it  enabled 
her  to  keep  up  a  brisk  fire  and  a  well  directed  one. 
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The  firing  began  at  3.25  p.  m.  and  practically  ceased  at  4.20,  as 
after  that  time  only  a  few  scare  shots  were  fired  to  discourage  the 
enemy  from  pursuing  us. 

Shortly  after  the  Hornet  got  well  into  action  she  received  a  shell 
through  her  steam  pipe  disabling  her,  though  she  continued  turning 
her  engines  over  and  ranged  ahead. 

Seeing  that  she  was  disabled,  I  stopped  and  backed  down  to  her 
and  handed  her  a  towline  which  I  had  prepared  on  clearing  for  action. 
The  towline  was  not  well  secured  on  the  Hornet,  and  as  soon  as  a  strain 
was  brought  upon  it  it  rendered  around  the  capstan,  and  the  Wompa- 
tuck  was  obliged  to  stop  and  back  again,  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
Lieutenant  Helm,  the  Womj^aUick  was  placed  alongside  of  the  Hornet, 
though  this  masked  nearly  all  the  guns  on  her  engaged  side.  During 
this  performance  the  Wompatuck  fired  her  stern  guns  all  the  time,  as 
did  the  Hornet. 

While  taking  the  Hornet  in  tow  the  Wompatuclc  grounded,  but  easily 
got  off. 

When  the  enemy  discovered  that  the  Wompatuclc  was  taking  the 
Hornet  in  tow,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  was  concentrated  upon  these  two 
vessels.  Until  the  tow  could  be  got  under  way  the  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  hot  and  very  uncomfortable,  and  it  was  during  this  time  that  the 
Wompatuch  was  hit  three  times  and  a  6-inch  shell  exploded  near  her 
quarter.  The  hits  were  as  follows :  One  shell,  3  or  6  pounder,  struck  pilot- 
house rail,  bending  it  and  cutting  half  way  through  and  exploding; 
one  shell  passed  over  deck  house,  within  4  feet  of  where  I  was  stand- 
ing, and  through  the  port  metallic  boat,  ripping  out  two  thwarts  and 
cutting  the  oars  and  boat  hooks  in  two;  a  third  shell  struck  the  star- 
board quarter  above  the  guard  and  glanced  off;  neither  of  the  last  two 
exploded. 

As  the  tow  was  steaming  away,  a  sloop  loaded  with  soldiers  appeared 
on  the  unengaged  side  from  under  the  key  and  opened  small  arm  fire  on 
the  two  vessels.  A  well-directed  6-pounder  from  the  Hornet  sunk  her. 

During  the  action,  which  lasted  55  minutes,  one  gun  vessel  was  sunk 
and  one  disabled. 

The  WompatucJc  received  no  damage,  except  to  her  port  boat,  and  there 
were  no  casualties. 

In  closing  this  report,  it  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  commend  to 
your  favorable  notice  the  conduct  of  Mate  Frederick  Muller  for  his 
coolness,  and  for  the  prompt  execution  of  all  orders  at  a  critical  time. 
Nor  can  I  speak  too  highly  in  praise  of  the  crew,  every  man  of  which 
stood  to  his  post,  and  that  under  a  most  galling  fire.  They  conducted 
themselves  with  honor  to  themselves,  their  country,  and  their  flag. 

The  hull  and  equipment  of  the  vessel  are  in  a  generally  good  condi- 
tion, but  the  boiler  and  engine  require  a  general  .overhauling  as  soon 
as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Ammunition  expended  yesterday,  221  rounds  3-pounder. 
Very  respectftdly, 

0.  W.  JxJNGEN,  Commanding. 

Commander  in  Ohief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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128727. 

(Part  taken  by  Scorpion  in  engagement  at  HanzaniUo  July  1.] 

TJ.    S.    S.  SCOEPION  (25), 

Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4  p,  m.  to-day,  and  imme- 
diately after  our  arrival  off  this  port,  the  Scorpion  and  Osceola  entered 
the  harbor  to  attack  the  four  Spanish  gunboats  that  were  seen  inside. 

After  entering  the  harbor  between  the  second  and  third  southern- 
most of  the  Manzanillo  cays,  we  went  ahead  full  speed;  and  when 
about  2,000  yards  from  their  vessels  and  about  1,400  yards  from  the 
shore  abreast  of  us,  5  vessels,  5  shore  batteries,  and  musketry  all 
along  the  shore  opened  fire  upon  us  simultaneously,  and  kept  up  an 
incessant  fire  throughout  the  whole  engagement.  They  seemed  to  have 
plenty  of  ammunition. 

The  firing  of  the  enemy  was  good  throughout;  too  high  at  first,  but 
rapidly  improving.  After  we  had  been  under  fire  about  twenty  min- 
utes they  had  evidently  got  our  range,  and  shot  aud  shell  struck  all 
around  and  between  both  vessels.  At  this  time  I  decided  to  turn 
around  and  steam  out.  We  were  then  less  than  1,000  yards  from  the 
shore,  and  the  Gatling  gun  of  the  Osceola  was  doing  good  work  to  keep 
down  the  musketry  fire. 

Our  firing  was  deliberate,  and  must  have  done  considerable  damage ; 
but  we  could  not  get  at  the  gunboats  because  they  kept  in  shoal  water 
and  carefully  kept  bows  on,  presenting  very  small  targets.  One  of  our 
5-inch  shells  was  seen  to  strike  the  receiving  ship  square  in  the  bows. 
I  regret  that  we  could  not  steam  right  past  the  city  and  endeavor  to 
sink  the  gunboats  as  we  went  along;  but  we  knew  nothing  about  the 
channels  and  had  to  return  by  the  one  we  had  found  by  the  use  of  the 
lead  and  the  appearance  of  the  water. 

We  were  opposed  by  5  vessels,  viz,  1  receiving  ship,  housed  over, 
with  guns  forward,  1  gunboat  of  about  1,000  tons,  2  of  from  300  to 
400  tons,  and  1  very  small  gunboat.  On  shore  by  5  batteries,  the  prin- 
cipal one  being  above  the  city,  about  halfway  up  the  hill.  This  was 
the  only  one  we  made  out  before  we  entered  the  harbor.  Three  other 
batteries  were  along  the  water  front  between  us  and  the  city,  and  the 
fifth  one  abreast  of  our  entrance.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  had  any 
modern  guns  of  large  caliber;  but  they  certainly  had  some  large  guns 
and  quite  a  number  of  smaller  modern  guns. 

It  was  remarkable  that  no  one  was  struck  and  neither  ship  hurt. 
This  ship  was  struck  on  the  outside,  slightly,  in  twelve  places;  the 
nose  of  a  shell  entered  the  galley,  and  the  deck  was  torn  in  several 
places  by  pieces  of  shell. 

After  leaving  the  harbor  we  remained  outside,  close  to  the  entrance, 
until  dark,  but  they  did  not  come  out. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Maeix, 
Lieutenant- Oommancier,  JJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Sbnioe  Officer, 

Bloelcading  Station,  off  Gape  Cruz. 
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No.  1.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  Toek,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  13, 1898. 
SiE:  I  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  report  of  July  2,  and  desire 
to  commend  the  conduct  displayed  by  the  ofBcers  and  crew  ot  the 
Scorpion  during  the  engagement  in  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo. 

Yery  respectfully, 

'  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  TJ.  8.  N'., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
Commanding  Officer, 

TI.  S.  8.  Scorpion. 


128726. 

[Engagement^of  Osceola  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  Jnly  1.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  2, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement 
yesterday  with  the  batteries  and  gunboats  of  the  enemy : 

At  4.25  p.  m.  the  Osceola  passed  between  the  cays,  sounding  and 
heading  southeast  toward  Oaimanera  Point,  with  the  Scorpion  a  little 
on  her  port  quarter.  After  getting  inside  the  Manzanillo  Channel  the 
American  ensign  was  broken  at  the  fore  and  a  gun  fired  to  leeward. 

The  Scorpion  then  took  the  lead.  At  this  time  four  Spanish  gunboats 
were  close  in  shore  along  the  southwest  water  front  of  the  city.  A 
Spanish  receiving  ship  was  moored  a  short  distance  northwest  of  them. 
No  batteries  ashore  were  visible.  A  sharp  lookout  had  been  main- 
tained to  observe  this. 

At  4.28  p.  m.  we  went  ahead,  in  company  with  the  Scorpion,  at  full 
speed  steering  directly  for  the  gunboat  nearest  Caimanera  Point. 

At  4.32  p,  m.  that  vessel  opened  fire  and  was  immediately  followed 
by  the  other  war  vessels  and  five  masked  batteries  from  shore.  Three 
of  them  along  the  water  front,  one  back  of  the  city,  and  another  at 
Oaimanera  Point.  The  order  was  at  first  given  to  fire  at  the  gunboat 
at  1,500  yards  range.  The  engines  were  then  slowed,  stopped,  and 
backed,  then  stopped  and  moved  afterwards  at  various  speeds.  The 
first  shot  fell  short  and  the  range  was  increased  to  2,000  yards  and  so 
maintained  until  we  retired  at  4.55  p.  m.,  firing  until  the  enemy  ceased 
firing. 

The  two  6-pounders  forward  and  3-pounder  aft  were  directed  against 
the  gunboats  and  city  battery  nearest  us.  The  gatling  was  directed 
against  the  battery  at  Caimanera  Point,  and  common  shells  from  the 
3-pounder  were  also  fired  there  at  1,000  yards  range.  After  14  shells 
had  been  fired  from  the  3pounder  it  became  disabled. 

The  through-deck  bolts  of  gun  mount  were  nearly  all  broken  off,  and 
the  lagging  bolts  barely  kept  the  gun  mount  from  toppling  over  after 
firing  had  ceased  at  that  gun.  These  broken  iron  bolts  were  replaced 
last  night  by  new  steel  bolts. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  was  well  directed,  and  incessant  shot,  shell, 
and  shrapnel  fell  about  this  vessel  continuously,  but  no  hits  were  made. 
No  one  was  injured.  In  company  with  the  Scorpion  the  Osceola  with- 
drew at  4.55  p.  m.,  as  it  was  quite  evident  we  could  not  induce  the  gun- 
boats to  fight,  except  under  cover  of  masked  shore  batteries.  The 
batteries  are  evidently  equipped  with  a  few  4-inch,  some  6-inch,  and 
6-pouuder  E.  F.  guns. 
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The  Caimanera  battery  was  compelled  to  cease  firing.  A  sixth  bat- 
tery, on  one  of  the  cays  southwest  of  where  we  entered,  fired,  but  the 
shots  fell  short. 

The  Osceola  fired  78  A.  P.  shell  from  the  6-pounders  and  M  common 
shell  from  the  3-pounder.  The  gatling  fired  one  cylinder  of  .45  caliber 
at  the  Caimanera  battery. 

I  saw  one  screw  and  two  large  side-wheel  steamers  alongside  the 
wharves,  and  about  twenty  smaller  vessels,  mostly  two-masted  schooners. 

I  am  of  the  opinion  that  with  two  additional  vessels  of  about  the 
same  battery  as  the  Scorpion  and  Osceola  they  can  capture  or  destroy 
all  the  vessels  in  the  harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  L.  Pueoell, 

Lieutenant,  IF.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  8.  Scorpion. 

No.  2.]  TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  Yoek,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  13, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  report  of  July  2,  and  desire  to 
commend  the  conduct  displayed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Osceola 
during  the  engagement  in  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Admiral,  JJ.  S.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief, 

U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
Commanding  Ofpicbe, 

U.  8.  8.  Osceola. 


128762. 

[Report  of  chase  of  eteamer  off  Cienfuegoa.] 

No.  3.]  U.  S.  S.  Yankton, 

Off  Gienfuegos,  July  3, 1898. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  July  2,  about  3.30  p.  m.,  I 
sighted  a  smoke  bearing  south-southwest  and  gave  chase.  At  4  p.  m. 
the  steamer,  which  up  to  this  time  had  been  heading  for  Cienfuegos, 
turned  at  first  to  the  eastward  and  then  to  the  southward  and  west- 
ward, and  steamed  away  from  us.  I  was  able  plainly  to  see  that  she 
had  four  masts,  and  two  smokestacks  between  the  second  and  third 
masts.  The  two  forward  masts  seemed  to  have  heavy  crosstrees.  I 
chased  her  for  two  hours,  but  she  was  evidently  making  about  15  knots, 
while  we  were  making  only  12.  As  there  was  no  possibility  of  our 
overhauling  her  I  turned  back  and  reported  the  occurrence  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Detroit. 

This  vessel  answers  to  the  description,  furnished  me  by  Commander 
Dayton,  of  the  Spanish  auxiliary  cruiser  Alfonso  XII,  but  I  am  at  loss 
to  understand  why,  if  this  were  the  case,  she  did  not  show  fight,  unless 
she  mistook  us  for  a  heavily  armed  gunboat. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  D.  4^4ms. 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  O&mm^ding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Poece,    ^-  '- 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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130306. 

[U.  S.  S.  Sajle  •■  Eeport  of  having  sighted  and  chased  a  4-iiiasted  steamer.l 

TJ.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Off  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba,  July  3, 1898. 

Sir:  At  5.05  tliis  morning,  when  about  10  miles  west  of  Cape  Pepe, 
Isle  of  Pines,  bound  to  Eosario  Channel,  a  large  4-masted  steamer 
with  two  smokepipes  was  sighted  to  the  southward,  standing  to  the 
northward  and  westward. 

The  Eagle  gave  chase  immediately,  and  a  few  moments  later  the 
steamer  altered  her  course  to  the  southward  almost  at  right  angles 
and  commenced  to  run  away.  She  continued  on  this  southerly  course 
for  over  10  miles,  when,  it  becoming  apparent  that  she  was  slowly 
dropping  the  Eagle,  she  commenced  to  edge  away  to  the  westward,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  chase  was  heading  about  west  by  north,  a  good  course 
for  San  Antonio. 

The  Eagle  chased  her  for  a  distance  of  59  miles. 

There  was  nothing  shown  to  indicate  her  nationality. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  if,.  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  of  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


126014. 
125996. 

[Keport  of  destrnction  of  a  blockade  mniier  at  Mariel.] 

U.  S.  S.  Prairie, 
Off  Havana,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  half  past  10  on  the  morning 
of  July  5, 1898, 1  being  the  senior  oflicer  present  of  the  Havana  block- 
ading force,  the  commanding  officer  of  U.  S.  S.  Satck  came  on  board 
and  reported  to  me  that  on  the  preceding  night  a  large  four-masted 
steamer  was  observed  by  him  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  and 
enter  Havana;  that  as  soon  as  she  caught  sight  of  the  Bawk  she 
turned  and  steamed  down  the  coast  to  the  westward,  pursued  by  the 
RawJc.  Upon  reaching  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Mariel  she 
attempted  to  enter  the  harbor,  and  in  so  doing  ran  high  and  dry  on  the 
beach  on  the  west  side  of  the  entrance.  The  commanding  offlcer  of  the 
Hawk  sent  a  boat  toward  her,  but  the  boat  was  fired  upon,  both  from 
the  shore  and  from  the  steamer,  and  was  forced  to  return.  The  com- 
manding oflQcer  of  the  Hawk  reported  the  circumstances  to  the  com- 
manding offlcer  of  U.  S.  S.  Castine,  the  nearest  blockading  vessel,  and 
was  ordered  to  report  to  me  by  him.  The  commanding  oificer  of  the 
Castine  immediately  proceeded  to  the  spot  and  shelled  the  vessel,  set- 
ting her  on  fire.  Upon  receiving  the  report  from  the  commanding  offi- 
cer of  the  Hawk  I  proceeded  with  this  vessel  to  the  place  and  found 
the  steamer  burning  fiercely,  and  opened  fire  upon  her  with  my  port 
battery  tocomplete  her  destruction.  While  so  doing  I  was  fired  upon 
by  a  sm^itl  ganboat  from  the  port  of  Mariel,  but  her  guns  were  too 
small  to  do^any  harm. 

It  was  impossible  to  obtain  the  name,  nationality,  or  cargo  of  the 
vessel,  as  the  beach  was  guarded  by  several  companies  of  soldiers,  with 
some  pieces  of  light  artillery. 
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I  directed  the  commandiug  officer  of  the  Gastine  to  remain  until  the 
steamer  was  totally  destroyed. 

While  she  was  burning  there  was  a  heavy  explosion  in  the  forward 
part  of  the  vessel,  from  which  I  conclude  that  she  had  some  explosive 
material  in  her  cargo. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  HawTc  deserves  to  be  commended  for 
his  watchfulness  and  celerity. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  J.  Train, 

Gommander,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Sbcretaky  op  the  Navy. 


125996. 

[Report  of  destmction  of  blockade  runner  off  Mariel.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hawk, 
Off  Havana,  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  chase  and 
destruction  of  a  large  steamer  of  about  6,000  tons,  painted  black,  with 
four  masts  and  two  smokestacks,  that  attempted  to  run  the  blockade 
on  the  night  of  July  4 : 

At  11.45  p.  m.,  July  4,  when  about  7  or  8  miles  west  of  Moro,  the  HaicTc 
was  just  turning  to  the  westward  when  a  large  steamer  was  sighted 
directly  astern,  heading  in  for  Havana.  The  steamer  appeared  to  sight 
Hawh  about  the  same  time,  and  immediately  turned  and  made  off  at 
full  speed  along  the  coast  to  west-southwest. 

The  Hawk  put  after  steamer  under  full  power,  but  after  about  ten  min 
utes,  appearing  to  lose  ground,  I  had  a  shot  fired  close  to  her  from  the 
bow  6-pounder.  Instead  *of  heaving  to,  however,  she  only  continued 
the  faster. 

After  that  every  effort  was  made  to  increase  the  HawVs  speed,  but 
we  barely  succeeded  in  holding  our  own,  with  perhaps  a  slight  gain  on 
the  part  of  the  steamer,  and  I  then  had  6-pounder  shell  fired  at  her  at 
intervals  till  about  1.30  a.  m.,  when  she  seemed  to  become  stationary 
off  Port  Mariel. 

Knowing  there  was  a  battery  of  some  kind  at  Port  Mariel,  but  not 
knowing  its  nature,  the  HawJc  approached  cautiously  till  within  about 
a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  harbor's  mouth,  to  make  observa- 
tions. 

The  steamer  could  be  plainly  seen  stationary  just  at  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor,  and  various  signal  lights  were  seen  on  shore.  I  then  had  four 
6-pounder  shells  fired  toward  her  at  intervals,  to  compel  her  to  come 
out,  but  no  movement  was  made,  only  a  continuous  blowing  off  of  steam 
on  the  part  of  the  steamer. 

After  the  fourth  shot  was  fired  a  white  light  was  shown  over  the 
side  of  steamer,  which  I  took  to  be  a  sign  of  submission  and  concluded 
the  steamer  was  aground  or  disabled,  and  ceased  firing. 

Further  observation  convinced  me  that  the  steamer  was  aground, 
and,  the  white  light  continuing  to  be  shown,  I  decided  to  send  an  armed 
boat's  crew  in  to  investigate,  and  take  possession  if  possible.  Accord- 
ingly at  2.30  a.  m.  an  armed  crew  of  8  men,  in  charge  of  Ensign  F.  H. 
Schofleld,  was  sent  in  with  orders  to  approach  with  caution  and  to 
return  immediately  if  fired  on.  The  gallantry  of  Ensign  Schofleld  and 
this  crew  is  a  subject  of  special  report,  inclosed  herewith. 
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The  boat  approaclied  to  within  about  a  ship's  length  of  the  steamer 
without  any  sign  being  made,  and  hailed  her.  'No  reply  was  made;  and 
almost  immediately  afterwards  a  volley  was  fired  at  the  boat  from  the 
ship,  while  another  volley  was  fired  from  the  shore,  about  150  or  200  yards 
distant  on  the  other  side;  and  then  volley  after  volley  was  fired  at  the 
boat  alternately  from  ship  and  shore.  Meantime  the  boat  started  back 
for  the  Maij)lc  and  immediately  opened  fire  with  an  automatic  Colt 
mounted  in  the  bow,  alternately  silencing  the  ship  and  shore  fire. 

Meantime  the  Eaiclc  moved  in  to  about  half  a  mile  of  the  ship  and  pre- 
pared to  open  fire  as  soon  as  the  boat  was  clear;  but  the  boat  pulled 
back  directly  in  the  line  of  our  fire,  so  that  fire  was  held  till  the  boat 
was  picked  up,  with  neither  boat  nor  crew  touched.  The  shore  and 
ship  ceased  fire  when  the  boat  had  gotten  about  400  yards  away. 

Ensign  Schofleld  reported  that  the  ship  was  hard  aground  by  the 
head,  but  that  he  thought  she  could  be  gotten  off  with  the  assistance 
of  another  vessel;  so  I  did  not  open  fire  on  her,  not  wishing  to  damage 
the  prize,  if  she  could  be  saved,  and  stood  in  front  of  the  port  till  day- 
light, one  gun  being  fired  at  the  Hawh  from  a  snaall  shore  battery. 

At  daylight  I  saw  the  ship  was  high  up  on  a  reef  at  the  entrance  of 
Mariel  Harbor,  having  evidently  run  ashore  full  speed  in  an  attempt  to 
enter  the  harbor,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  her  off,  and 
that  the  only  course  open  was  to  destroy  her  to  prevent  her  cargo  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Having  only  6-pounder  guns  with  which  to  do  this,  I  steamed  up 
toward  the  Havana  blockade  and  signaled  the  Gastine  to  come  to  my 
assistance.  This  she  immediately  did,  and  we  both  steamed  back  to 
Mariel  and  opened  fire  at  long  range,  about  7  a.  m.,  on  the  stranded 
steamer  and  shore  batteries.  This  fire  was  kept  up  till  8  a.  m.,  when 
the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  Gastine  ordered  the  HawTc  to  return  to 
Havana  and  report  the  state  of  affairs  to  the  senior  officer  present, 
while  the  Gastine  remained  and  completed  the  destruction  of  the 
steamer. 

It  was  impossible  to  determine  the  name  of  the  steamer,  nor  did  she 
show  any  flag  after  daylight  on  the  morning  of  July  6;  but  from  her 
actions  and  the  fact  that  she  had  soldiers  on  board,  who  fired  on  the 
MawWs  boat,  her  nationality  was  most  probably  Spanish. 

The  steamer's  crew  proper  most  probably  left  the  ship  at  once  as 
soon  as  she  struck,  as  Ensign  Schofleld  reports  that  all  her  boats  on 
the  starboard  side,  that  was  next  him,  were  lowered  and  away  when  he 
came  near  the  ship, 

Yery  respectfully,  John  Hood, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  if.,  Gommanding. 

Senior  Officer  Present, 

Gommanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  off  Havana,  Cuba. 


The  four  foregoing  reports  all  refer  to  the  Alfonso  XII. 
125997. 

[Commending  coolneaa  and  bravery  of  Ensign  F.  H.  Schofleld.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hawk, 
Off  Havana,  Guba,  July  5, 1898. 
Sir:  I  take  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  unusual 
coolness,  skill,  and  courage  shown  by  Ensign  F.  H.  Schofleld,  U.  S.  N. 
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and  a  crew  of  eight  men  under  Ms  command,  off  Port  Mariel,  Cuba,  on 
the  night  of  July  4, 1898. 

On  the  night  in  question  the  Hawlc  had  chased  a  large  4-masted, 
2-smokestacked  steamer,  attempting  to  run  the  Havana  blockade  from 
near  Havana,  till  she  was  run  aground  just  at  the  west  side  of  the 
entrance  of  Mariel  Harbor. 

l^ot  being  able  to  determine  in  the  darkness  whether  the  ship  was 
aground  or  disabled,  and  wishing  to  get  possession  of  her,  if  possible, 
I  determined  to  send  in  an  armed  boat's  crew  to  investigate  and  board 
her,  if  possible. 

Knowing  there  were  batteries  and  a  garrison  on  shore  and  the  expedi- 
tion somewhat  hazardous,  I  called  for  volunteers,  and  the  crew  was 
promptly  made  up,  with  Ensign  Schofleld  in  command. 

Our  only  boat  for  such  service  is  one  of  the  dingeys  of  the  Iowa.  In 
the  bow  of  this  Mr.  Schofleld  ingeniously  rigged  an  improvised  mount 
for  an  automatic  Colt  gun,  and  with  the  crew  well  armed  with  rifles  the 
expedition  left  the  ship,  with  orders  to  return  at  once  if  flred  on,  while 
the  guns  of  the  ship  were  got  ready  to  support  any  attack. 

The  boat  had  about  a  mile  to  pull,  and  approached  to  within  a  ship's 
length  of  the  steamer  without  any  demonstration  being  made,  and  found 
the  steamer  hard  aground  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  shore.  Mr. 
Schofleld  then  hailed  the  steamer  and  received  no  reply,  but  almost 
immediately  afterwards  a  volley,  as  from  well-trained  soldiers,  was  flred 
at  the  boat  from  the  steamer,  quickly  followed  by  another  volley  from 
the  shore  line,  about  150  yards  distant,  the  men  in  the  boat  distinctly 
hearing  the  words  of  command.  After  this,  volley  after  volley  was  flred 
at  the  boat  at  close  range  from  both  the  steamer  and  the  shore. 

Mr.  Schofleld  and  his  crew,  being  thus  placed  at  close  range  between 
two  flres,  behaved  in  a  manner  beyond  all  praise.  He  promptly  headed 
for  the  Hawlc,  and  at  the  first  volley  opened  fire  with  his  Colt  gun  on 
the  part  of  the  ship  from  which  the  volleys  came,  the  ship  being  the 
nearer,  till  they  were  temporarily  silenced,  and  then  turned  it  on  the 
shore  line,  from  whence  the  other  volleys  proceeded,  with  the  same  suc- 
cess. Meantime  the  ship  opened  again  and  the  Colt  was  trained  on  her, 
and  thus  continued  to  be  alternated  from  ship  to  shore  till  the  boat 
pulled  oat  to  a  safe  distance. 

Meantime  the  Hawk  steamed  in  to  meet  the  returning  boat  to  within 
about  half  a  mile  of  the  steamer  and  shore,  but  did  not  open  fire,  as  the 
boat  continued  to  return  in  a  direct  line  to  the  ship,  and  picked  up  the 
boat  and  crew. 

Though  shots  fell  all  about  the  boat,  and  about  ten  volleys  were  flred 
at  her  at  close  range,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  neither  a  member  of  the 
crew  nor  the  boat  was  touched. 

This  was  the  flrst  time  any  of  the  men  concerned  had  ever  been  under 
flre  and  I  consider  their  coolness  and  steadiness  in  a  very  dangerous 
position  as  worthy  of  special  mention  and  commendation. 

The  names  of  the  people  engaged  in  the  expedition  are  as  follows : 
F.H.  Schofleld,  ensign,  in  command;  L.  C.  Hull,  gunner's  mate,  first- 
class  apprentice;  William  Blasie,  quartermaster,  second  class;  G.M, 
Brstad,  quartermaster,  third  class;  John  Ehoades,  ship's  clerk,  first 
class;  A.  Hanson,  ordinary  seaman ;  A.  Riggin,  ordinary  seamen;  F.  B. 
Ohappell,  ordinary  seaman;  H.  G.  Parrent,  coal  passer. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  Hood, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

COMMANDEK  IN  OHrEP, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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130292. 

[BepoTt  of  operations  against  Fort  Tunas  m  aid  of  Cuba  expedition.] 

U.  S.  S.  Helena,  3d  Eatb, 
Gienfuegos  Blockade,  off  Trinidad,  Guha,  July  4, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  operations  of  this 
vessel  during  the  past  three  or  four  days : 

While  cruising  off  the  chain  of  cays  to  the  southward  of  Trinidad  on 
the  night  of  June  30,  a  search-light  was  observed  playing  throughout 
the  night  in  the  direction  of  Zarza,  or  Port  Tunas. 

As  this  place  is  mentioned  particularly  by  Consul  Dent  in  connec- 
tion with  the  blockade  running,  I  decided  to  go  in  and  find  out  the 
source  of  the  light. 

On  the  morning  of  July  1,  as  soon  as  the  sun  was  high  enough  to  show 
the  shoal  spots,  I  moved  in  and  soon  discovered  a  steamer's  smoke,  which 
later  proved  to  be  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Peoria  with  two  steamers  in  convoy, 
close  inshore  a  little  to  the  westward  of  the  town  of  Tunas. 

Lieutenant  Eyan,  in  command  of  the  Peoria,  came  within  hail  and 
reported  that  the  larger  transport  (the  Florida)  was  aground  and  that 
an  attempted  landing  the  night  before  by  a  small  force  of  Americans 
and  Cubans  from  the  transports  had  been  repulsed  by  the  Spaniards 
with  some  loss,  the  brother  of  General  Nunez,  commanding  the  Cuban 
force,  being  killed,  and  Mr.  Winthrop  Ohanler,  in  charge  of  the  American 
contingent,  being  among  the  wounded.  Luckily  they  had  been  able  to 
bring  off  their  wounded,  and,  owing  to  Lieutenant  Eyan's  constant 
patrol  during  the  night,  the  transport  had  so  far  been  unmolested,  but 
that  they  were  greatly  in  need  of  assistance.  I  moved  in  at  once  up  to 
a  large  block-house,  with  intrenchnients  on  either  side,  to  westward  of 
transports,  and  fired  a  few  well-directed  shots,  to  deter  the  enemy  from 
attempting  any  further  attack,  and  then  anchored  astern  of  the  Florida 
and  took  a  line  from  her,  by  which  at  high  water  (5.45  p.  m.)  she  came 
off  quite  easily. 

We  then  moved  down  about  4  miles  and  anchored  for  the  night,  as 
the  Florida  had  to  restore  many  weights  which  had  been  removed  to  the 
Fanita,  the  smaller  transport. 

The  next  morning,  July  2,  Lieutenant  Johnson,  Tenth  Cavalry,  who 
is  in  charge  of  the  expedition,  came  on  board  in  consultation.  He 
reported  that  they  had  decided  to  attempt  another  landing  at  Palo 
Alto,  about  47  miles  to  the  eastward,  and  desired  that  I  would  make  a 
demonstration  on  the  town  of  Tunas  to  deceive  the  enemy. 

At  7.30  a.  m.  I  started  in  (the  Peoria  following  shortly  after  to  help 
me  off  in  case  of  grounding),  and  moved  in  slowly  until  I  got  the  ship 
broadside  to  the  town  at  1,600  yards.  I  was  able  to  make  out  a  small 
earthwork  with  emplacements  for  four  guns  close  to  the  western  dock 
and  a  section  of  field  artillery  to  the  eastward,  near  the  railroad  dock. 
After  careful  study  of  the  place  I  opened  fire  on  the  earthwork  with 
the  forward  4-inch,  which  was  replied  to  iustantly  by  the  enemy,  so  that 
I  am  now  satisfied  that  they  were  waiting  to  get  us  in  line  of  range- 
flags  planted  in  the  channel,  which  my  want  of  knowledge  of  the  deep 
water  kept  me  clear  of. 

The  projectiles  from  the  earthwork  battery  appeared  to  be  shell,  and 
all  went  over,  landing  from  two  to  three  hundred  yards  beyond.  The 
projectiles  from  the  field  battery  appeared  to  be  mostly  shrapnel,  and 
the  range  better.  One  burst  in  the  water  just  under  the  starboard 
four-inch  gun,  throwing  water  over  forecastle  and  bridge.  Several  hem- 
ispherical lead  balls  from  shrapnel  were  picked  up  on  board,  one  passing 
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through  the  bridge  screen,  and  one  striking  a  musket  case  on  the  fore- 
castle.   No  damage  to  crew  or  ship. 

After  twenty-eight  minutes  of  excellent  firing  from  our  battery  the 
enemy's  fire  ceased  and  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing,  and  signaled 
same  to  Peoria.  The  earthwork  was  a  shapeless  wreck,  one  building 
near  was  in  flames,  and  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  engaged  in  removing 
their  dead  and  wounded.  After  waiting  fifteen  minutes,  with  no  return 
of  fire,  I  moved  back  to  my  anchorage. 

Attherequestof  Lieutenants  Johnson  and  Ryan  the  Peoria  and  Helena 
made  a  short  demonstration  against  the  blockhouse  at  5  p.  m.,  and  the 
transports  moved  off  under  convoy  of  Peoria  at  10  p.  m. 

During  the  evening  and  night  an  extensive  conflagration  was  seen  in 
Tunas  in  what  appeared  to  be  the  railroad  wharf. 

Sunday,  July  3,  at  1  p.  m.,  I  decided  to  run  in  near  enough  to  the 
town  to  ascertain  what  the  conflagration  of  the  night  before  meant, 
and  incidentally  help  the  Cuban  expedition  by  keeping  up  the  idea  of 
activity  here. 

As  I  stood  in  I  soon  saw  that  whatever  had  been  burned  had  been 
sacrificed  to  clear  away  the  wharf  for  fire  from  troops  and  battery;  that 
the  batteries  (field)  had  been  increased  in  number,  new  intrenchments 
for  troops  built,  and  guns  remounted  in  the  earthwork  we  had  knocked 
down.  What  appeared  to  be  new  range  flags  had  been  put  in  the 
channel,  and  the  force  of  men  in  the  town  largely  increased. 

A  Cuban  pilot,  who  came  off  from  the  town  to  the  Peoria  the  night 
they  arrived  with  a  message  from  General  Gomez,  stated  that  there 
were  2,500  troops  in  the  town  and  blockhouse.  Lieutenant  Johnson, 
who,  as  a  cavalry  offlcer,  should  be  an  authority,  reported  to  me  that 
during  the  absence  of  the  Peoria  to  communicate  with  me  the  cavalry 
at  blockhouse  took  advantage  of  the  chance  to  bathe  their  horses,  and 
he  counted  what  appeared  to  him  eight  troops  as  they  lined  up.  If 
these  numbers  are  at  all  correct,  I  believe  there  were  not  less  than  4,000 
troops  of  all  kinds  in  the  town  and  vicinity  on  Sunday. 

When  I  arrived  within  2  miles  I  stopped  and  backed  to  turn  the  ship 
in  the  narrow  channel,  thinking  I  was  out  of  range,  but  no  sooner  was 
our  broadside  presented  than  the  enemy  opened  on  us  with  a  more  rapid 
and  rather  more  accurate  fire  than  the  day  before,  though  still  shooting 
high  even  at  this  'range.  Having  accomplished  my  purpose,  I  turned 
the  ship  and  stood  back  for  my  anchorage,  firing  as  I  went. 

1  regret  exceedingly  that  I  should  have  drawn  their  fire  on  this 
occasion,  as  I  feel  that  I  could  ill  afford  the  ammunition,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  be  gained.  Shell  fell  quite  near  us  as  we  came  out,  but  no 
damage  was  done.  I  returned  to  my  anchorage  (about  6  miles  south 
of  Tunas)  again  for  the  night  and  am  now  on  my  way  to  report  to  Com- 
mander Dayton,  off  Cienfuegos,  for  orders. 

In  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  on  Saturday  Lieutenant  Ryan 
followed  me  in  with  the  Peoria  at  his  own  request  to  assist  me  in  case 
of  grounding,  and  rendered  very  effective  service  with  his  3-pounder 
battery. 

Yery  respectfully,  W.  T.  Swinburne, 

Gommander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

OOMMANDEE  IN  CHIBP  U.  S.  NAVAL  FoECE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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[First  indorsement.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tobk, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  16, 1898. 
Subject:  Helena.— 'Re^oxt  of  operations  against  Port  Tunas  in  aid  of 
Cuban  expedition. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Department,  with  recommendation 
that  no  further  action  be  taken  in  this  matter. 

W.  T.  SAMPSON, 
Bear- Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


128821. 

(Eeport  of  capture  of  schooner  OdClito.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Off  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  schooner  Gallito  was 
captured  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Eagle  on  the  morning  of  July  5, 1898,  under 
the  following  circumstances : 

About  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  July  5,  1898,  a  schooner  was 
observed  under  sail  south  of  the  Isle  of  Pines.  The  Hagle  gave  chase 
immediately,  and  at  6.30,  when  within  abouthalf  a  mile  of  the  schooner 
and  within  less  than  a  mile  of  the  beach,  upon  which  there  was  a 
small  settlement,  sent  a  boat  ip.  charge  of  Ensign  J.  H.  Eoys,  U.  S.  K., 
to  exercise  the  right  of  search.  In  the  meantime  the  schooner  had  been 
anchored  and  her  crew  had  deserted  her. 

As  Ensign  Eoys  boarded  the  vessel  a  sharp  fire  was  opened  upon 
him  and  his  boat's  crew  from  the  beach,  two  shots  going  through  a  sail 
and  another  passing  between  two  members  of  the  boat's  crew.  This 
fire  was  promptly  returned  and  quickly  silenced  by  the  Eagle. 

The  schooner  was  found  to  contain  mahogany,  railroad  ties,  white 
pine,  honey,  and  tobacco.  No  ship's  papers  could  be  found.  Some 
private  papers  were  found,  which  were  sealed,  and  will  be  delivered  to 
the  district  attorney. 

As  the  Uagle  will  have  to  start  for  Key  West  this  evening  to  replen- 
ish her  coal  supply,  I  shall,  if  wind  and  sea  permit,  make  an  effort  to 
deliver  the  Gallito  at  that  port;  otherwise  it  will  be  necessary  to 
destroy  her. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHEELAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBB  IN   CHIEF  U.  S.  NAVAL   FORCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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(Beport  of  arrival  of  HagU  with  captured  schooner  Gallito.] 

No.  3.]  U.  s.  s.  Eagle, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  July  7, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  announce  the  arrival  of  the  Fagle  with  the 
captured  schooner  Oallito  in  tow  at  this  port  to-day,  thirty-five  hours 
from  off  Cape  Francis,  the  western  limit  of  her  blockading  station. 
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This  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  Commander  O,  H.  Davis, 
TJ.  S.  N.,  the  senior  officer  present  off  Cienfaegos,  upon  mj  reporting 
there  for  duty,  who  also  directed  that  the  Eagle  should  return  to  her 
station  when  coaled. 

The  Eagle  had  but  4  tons  of  coal  in  her  bunkers  upon  her  arrival 
here. 

When  off  Cape  Corrientes  a  bright  light  was  seen  on  the  shore  several 
miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  point.  This  light,  which  was  visible  over 
10  mUes,  became  alternately  dim  and  bright,  and  bore  a  general  resem- 
blance to  Cape  San  Antonio  Light.  It  is  possibly  the  work  of  wreckers, 
but  whether  so  or  not  is  a  danger  to  any  approaching  vessel  whose 
actual  position  is  not  known. 

I  report  this  for  the  benefit  of  our  own  vessels  which  may  have  to 
round  Cape  Antonio,  and  wiU  make  an  attempt  to  investigate  the 
matter  upon  the  return  of  this  vessel  to  her  station. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.   H,  H.   SOTJTHBELAND, 

Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF   OF  U.   S.  ]S"AVAL,   POKCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


128824. 

[Report  of  events  on  Cape  Cruz  blockade.] 

U.  S.  S.  ScoEPiON  (25), 

Off  Gape  Oruz,  July  5, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  arrived  off  Cape  Cruz 
at  11  a.  m.  June  30,  and  found  the  St.  Louis  there.  Eeceived  orders  to 
board  a  schooner  well  inshore,  and  then  report  to  the  senior  officer. 
About  two  hours  later  the  Osceola  communicated  with  us,  and  said  we 
could  proceed  to  Manzanillo  in  company  with  them  and  the  Hornet. 

The  schooner  proved  to  be  the  E.  B.  NicTcerson,  with  a  prize  crew  on 
board  from  the  Hornet;  and  we  learned  that  the  Hist,  Hornet  (with  a 
pilot  on  board),  and  the  Wompatnck  had  gone  up  to  ManzanUlo  that  day. 
We  endeavored  to  procure  a  pilot,  but  failed  to  do  so,  and  at  daylight 
the  following  morning,  July  1,  the  Scorpion  and  Osceola  started  for 
Manzanillo,  arriving  off  the  harbor  at  4  p.  m.,  and  entering,  as  reported 
by  me  in  my  letter  of  July  1. 

We  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  entrance,  very  close  at  times, 
until  Tuesday  morning,  the  5th  instant.  During  that  time  we  captured, 
within  sight  of  the  city,  a  fishing  schooner,  which  we  let  go;  a  sloop, 
having  on  board  provisions;  and  a  large  steel  lighter,  loaded  with  pro- 
visions. The  sloop  was  an  old  hulk,  containing  a  miserable  crew,  both 
of  which  I  considered  it  best  to  get  rid  of.  The  owner,  a  Spaniard, 
had  misinformed  me  about  the  nature  of  his  freight,  so  I  compelled  him 
to  throw  the  provisions  overboard  before  I  let  him  go.  They  were  of  a 
very  poor  kind  of  salt  provisions. 

The  small  tug  which  had  towed  the  lighter  which  we  captured 
escaped  over  the  shoals,  where  there  is  only  4  feet  of  water,  and 
dropped  the  lighter  on  the  shoals.  We  learned  from  the  sloop  that  the 
name  of  the  tug  was  the  Manita,  sailing  under  English  colors,  and  under 
the  command  of  a  German  captain. 

This  lighter  is  apparently  new,  of  steel,  marked  97.44  tons,  and  filled 
up  with  salt  pork,  flour,  and  corn,  as  far  as  we  could  ascertain.    The 
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pork  is  of  American  packing  and  had  been  shipped  to  Kingston.  There 
were  also  on  her  deck  8  tons  of  good  Cardiff  coal,  probably  for  the  use 
of  the  tug.  This  coal  was  taken  on  board  the  Scorpion,  thus  permitting 
us  to  remain  an  additional  day.  The  Osceola  furnished  this  ship  with 
1,200  gallons  of  fresh  water,  and  both  vessels  are  so  very  short  of  this 
(and  this  ship  of  coal)  that  we  were  compelled  to  leave  this  morning. 
The  Osceola  is  towing  the  lighter  to  this  place  in  company  with  us. 

I  learned  from  persons  on  board  the  sloop  that  three  of  our  vessels 
had  been  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Santa  Cruz.    These  probably  were  the 
Hist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatuch. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Maeix, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Kaval  Foece, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York. 


128819. 

U.  S.  S.  Hist, 
Off  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  July  11, 1898. 

Sir  :  It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  report  the  successful  cut- 
ting of  the  cable  connecting  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  Trinidad,  Cienfuegos, 
and  Havana  with  the  stronghold  of  Manzanillo  and  the  east  of  Cuba. 

In  obedience  to  your  verbal  instructions  I  got  under  way  in  the  after- 
noon of  July  10,  and,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Hornet  and  Wompatuch  in  com- 
pany, proceeded  by  way  of  the  Cuatros  Eeales  Channel  to  an  anchor- 
age for  the  night  behind  the  keys  just  east  of  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur.  I 
was  informed  by  the  pilot  that  the  cable  was  laid  in  the  San  Juan 
Channel,  and  to  the  eastward  between  the  two  keys  Guizaro  and 
Calabra,  and,  believing  it  lay  in  the  deepest  water,  I  got  under  way 
early  in  the  morning  and  all  three  vessels  commenced  to  drag  midway 
between  the  two  keys  in  10  fathoms  of  water,  muddy  bottom. 

In  about  fifteen  minutes  I  succeeded  in  hooking  on  twice,  but  the 
very  hght  grapnel  slipped  and  the  third  time  the  light  line  parted  in 
lifting  the  cable. 

The  Wompatuclc,  being  provided  with  a  heavy  grapnel  and  line,  was 
more  successful,  and  the  third  time  slipping  the  grapnel  brought  up  a 
piece  of  the  insulation,  which  showed  I  had  properly  located  the  cable, 
and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  from  the  time  we  commenced  to  drag  the 
Wompatuclc  succeeded  in  picking  it  up  and  a  length  of  30  fathoms  cut 
oft;  which  will  leave  it  extremely  difQcult  to  repair  should  the  enemy 
attempt  it.  The  work  having  been  accomplished,  I  returned  with  the 
three  vessels  to  the  statiop  off  Cape  Cruz.  In  conclusion,  I  believe  the 
cutting  of  this  cable  will  not  only  prevent  telegraphic  communication 
between  the  points  above  mentioned,  but  will  have  the  great  moral 
effect  of  checking  th*  inland  trafiflc  with  Manzanillo,  and  will  certainly 
prevent  the  calling  of  reenforcements  now  in  the  west  to  resist  our  ulti- 
mate attack  and  capture  of  Manzanillo. 

I  herewith  submit  a  sketch  of  the  locality  and  the  lay  of  the  cable 
as  cut. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

*LuciEN  Young, 
Lieut.,  U.  8.  Navy,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

Bear- Admiral  "W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S,  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Forces,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


'  Name  inserted  at  Department. 
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TJ.  S,  S.  WOMPATUOK, 
Off  Oape  Gruz,  July  11, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows,  viz :  .         „  ^,     „ . , 

1.  The  Womjpatuck  arrived  off  Cape  Cruz  on  the  morning  ot  the  »th 

instant.  .  .       ^       t  i.  j 

2.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  Eist  being  senior  officer  I  reported 
to  him,  having  delivered  dispatches  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Dixie  at  6  p.  m.  on 
the  previous  evening.  ,        .     ■, 

3.  On  the  nights  of  the  8th  and  9th  instant  the  Wompatuck  cruised 
between  sunset  and  sunrise  to  the  northward  and  westward,  off  the 
entrances  to  the  channels  between  the  cays,  returning  to  anchorage  m 
the  morning  to  the  northwest  of  Cape  Cruz  light. 

At  1  p.  m.  on  the  10th  instant,  in  obedience  to  signal,  and  in  com- 
pany with  the  Hist  and  Hornet,  proceeded  to  the  Quatros  Eeales  Chan- 
nel, and  after  passiug  through  this  channel  anchored  at  7.30  p.  m.  inside 
the  cays,  off  Media  Luna,  in  10  fathoms  of  water. 

5.  At  daylight  to-day  this  vessel,  with  the  Hist  and  Hornet,  got  under 
way  and  steamed  between  Cay  Media  Luna  and  Cay  Loma,  and  began 
at  about  7  a.  m.  to  drive  for  the  cable  between  Manzanillo  and  Santa 
Cruz  del  Sur. 

6.  On  the  first  drive  to  north-northwest  hooked  the  cable,  as  was  evi- 
denced by  the  insulation  which  was  brought  up  on  the  hooks  of  the 
grapnel. 

7.  A  second  and  third  drive  were  attended  with  the  same  results. 

8.  The  fourth  drive  was  rewarded  with  better  results,  although  using 
two  15-pound  grapnels  lashed  together  and  a  2f-inch  line. 

9.  Being  unable  to  weigh  the  cable  with  so  small  a  line,  I  made  signal 
to  the  Hornet  to  send  me  her  best  grapnel.  She  promptly  sent  me  a 
40-pound  grapnel,  to  which  I  bent  a  5-inch  line  and  dropped  under  the 
bight  of  the  cable. 

10.  The  remainder  of  the  operation  consisted  in  heaving  the  cable  up 
to  the  ship's  side  and  securing  it  with  slip  ropes,  so^s  to  get  at  it  and 
cut  it. 

11.  Cable  was  cut  at  8.55  a.  m.,  and  a  length  of  about  200  feet,  after 
towing  out  to  seaward,  was  cut  out,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  forward 
herewith  about  a  foot  of  this  cable. 

12.  Before  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  call  to  your  attention  the 
prompt  and  ready  assistance  rendered  me  by  Lieutenant  Helm,  of  the 
Hornet.  Owing  to  the  total  unpreparedness  of  this  vessel  for  such 
work,  we  had  no  grapnels  capable  of  taking  a  heavy  enough  line  to 
lift  the  cable,  and  he  promptly  sent  me  a  40-pound  grapnel  which 
enabled  me  to  do  it. 

13.  Again  I  take  great  pleasure  in  commending  Mate  Fred  Muller 
for  his  readiness  of  resource  and  his  prompt  response  to  and  execution 
of  my  orders.  I  also  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  Boat- 
swain Mate  First  Class  Alfred  Woodruff,  than  whom  there  is  none 
better  in  the  service  as  seaman  or  gunner.  Seaman  WiUiam  Burgess 
is  deservihg  of  special  mention  for  his  prompt  response  for  a  diver  to 
carry  a  hawser  down  and  bend  on  to  the  cable.  Although  he  made 
two  fruitless  efforts  in  9  J  fathoms  of  water,  I  consider  him  worthy  for 
his  efforts  and  deserving  of  consideration. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  JUNGEKT, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Gomanding  U.  8.  8.  Wompatuch 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  8tation,  off  8antiago  de  Guba. 


128470. 
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[Destruotlon  of  Spanisl  armed  Bteamer  Santo  Dotningo.'] 


TJ.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Off  Gape  Pepe,  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba,  July  19, 1898. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  article  15  of  the  Articles  for  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a 
complete  list  of  the  of&cers  and  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Eagle,  with  the 
rating  and  quality  of  each  person  on  July  12, 1898,  on  which  day  the 
Spanish  steamer  (Santo  Domingo  was  taken  possession  of  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Eagle  as  a  lawful  prize  off  Piedras  Point,  in  the  bight  to  the  westward 
of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  southwest  coast  of  Cuba. 

This  communication  is  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  for  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Eagle  an  award  of  prize  money  in  case  the  Santo 
Domingo  shall  be  adjudged  a  lawful  prize,  and  also  to  request,  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  4625  of  the  Eevised  Statutes, 
that  you  will  direct  proceedings  for  adjudication  in  the  Key  West  dis- 
trict, to  the  prize  court  in  which,  of  necessity,  I  am  compelled  to  send 
the  documents  and  other  articles  found  on  and  taken  from  the  Santo 
Domingo  during  the  time  she  was  in  possession  of  a  prize  crew  from 
this  vessel. 

The  circumstances  were  as  follows : 

At  11.05  a.  m.,  July  12,  when  off  Mangle  Point,  southwest  coast  of 
Cuba,  a  large  steamer  was  sighted  in  the  bight  between  the  Isle  of 
Pines  and  Cape  Francis  standing  to  the  northward  and  westward  at 
good  speed. 

The  Eagle  immediately  gave  chase,  heading  to  cut  the  steamer  off, 
and  in  less  than  an  hour  noticed  that  she  had  run  aground  on  a  point 
of  a  spit  about  2  miles  B.  ^  S.  (magnetic)  from  Piedras  Point.  (See 
Hydrographic  OfSce  Chart  947.) 

I  do  not  think  her  grounding  was  intentional,  as  it  seems  most  proba- 
ble that  she  was  bound  for  an  anchorage  off  a  small  town  near  Piedras 
Point.  In  his  haste  to  escape  the  Eagle,  her  pilot  probably  missed  the 
channel  by  only  a  few  hundred  yards. 

A  white  side-wheel  steamer — similar  to  our  river  boats — which  had 
apparently  been  lying  off  the  town  above  referred  to,  immediately  ran 
alongside  the  Santo  Domingo,  presumably  to  transfer  the  Santo 
Domingo's  cargo  to  Batabano. 

The  Eagle  soon  ran  into  shoal  water,  with  an  uneven  coral  bottom  of 
varying  depth,  and,  with  boats  sounding  ahead,  made  slow  progress 
until  within  about  2,000  yards  of  the  steamer,  when  an  anchor  was 
dropped  under  foot,  at  which  time  the  river  steamer  left  the  Santo 
Domingo  and  steamed  about  near  to  her,  apparently  with  the  intention 
of  returning  alongside  in  case  the  Eagle  ran  aground  or  was  forced  to 
retire.    The  river  steamer  had  a  large  number  of  people  on  board. 

Immediately  upon  anchoring  the  Eagle  fired  a  blank  charge.  This 
not  being  responded  to  even  by  a  show  of  the  colors,  a  rapid  fire  was 
opened  upon  both  steamers.  The  river  steamer  started  away  at  great 
speed  in  the  direction  of  the  channel  north  of  the  San  Felipe  Cays,  and 
was  soon  out  of  range.  One  hundred  and  four  6-pounder  shell  were 
fired,  and  although  a  large  number  hit,  and  all  apparently  burst,  the 
steamer  was  not  set  on  fire. 

As  no  answer  was  returned,  and  as  no  people  could  be  made  out  on 
the  steamer's  deck,  I  concluded  that  she  had  been  abandoned  by  the 
majority  of  her  crew,  and  decided  to  board  her. 

The  Eagle  was  gotten  underway,  and  a  volunteer  armed  crew  sent 
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ahead  in  the  whaleboat,  in  which  was  mounted  a  Colt's  antomatic,  on 
an  improvised  mount,  in  charge  of  the  executive  officer,  Ensign  Powers 
Symington,  with  instructions  to  board  and  take  possession  of  the 
steamer  as  prize  master,  if  not  opposed,  and  if  opposed  to  keep  so  clear 
that  the  Eagle  could  open  fire.  At  the  same  time  the  cutter,  in  charge 
of  Ensign  T.  T.  Craven,  was  sent  ahead  to  sound,  and  the  Eagle  fol- 
lowed both  boats  until  within  600  yards  of  the  steamer,  when,  as  Ensign 
Symington  was  seen  to  board  without  opposition,  the  anchor  was  dropped 
in  17  feet  of  water  at  about  3.25  p.  m.  Prior  to  this  it  had  been  observed 
that  the  steamer  had  two  guns  mounted  forward. 

Ensign  Craven,  in  charge  of  an  additional  gang  of  men,  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  aid  the  first  party  and  to  carry  instructions  to  Ensign 
Symington  to  the  effect  that  if  the  steamer  was  hard  and  fast  aground, 
with  no  possibility  of  release  by  our  own  small  vessel  and  crew,  he  was 
to  make  every  attempt  to  get  her  two  4.72-inch  rifled  guns,  with  their 
ammunition,  the  small  arms  and  other  small  guns,  if  any,  and  such 
other  things  as  he  could  handle,  and  then  to  set  the  vessel  on  fire. 

Upon  boarding,  the  prize  master  found  the  fires  under  all  boilers 
going  full  blast,  and  steam  blowing  off  at  170  pounds.  The  midday 
meal  had  been  served  in  the  forward  saloon  and  but  partly  eaten,  and 
there  was  every  indication  of  the  vessel  having  been  deserted  in  great 
haste. 

I  directed  the  prize  master  not  to  fire  her  until  sundown,  and  to  make 
every  effort  to  get  the  4.72-inch  guns,  at  the  same  time  sending  the 
chief  gunner's  mate  to  help,  and  a  quantity  of  kerosene  oil  to  be  used 
in  firing  the  vessel. 

These  4.72-inch  guns  had  been  found  loaded  and  the  vessel's  maga- 
zine open.  Every  effort  was  made  to  get  these  guns,  but  without  suc- 
cess. They  were  completely  dismantled  and  the  breech  plugs  brought 
on  board  this  vessel. 

I  do  not  think  I  am  far  wrong  in  stating  that  if  the  vessel  and  cargo 
could  have  been  saved  and  brought  into  port  the  appraised  value  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo  would  have  fallen  but  little  short  of  $1,000,000. 

The  reasons  which  controlled  me  in  a  determination  to  burn  the  Samto 
Domingo  were  as  follows : 

(1)  As  the  8anto  Domingo  was  drawing  61  centimeters  (24  feet),  and 
was  aground  on  an  irregular  coral  bottom,  in  not  more  than  20  feet  of 
water,  I  was  convinced  that  the  Eagle  could  not  pull  her  off.  In  addi- 
tion, she  had  one  shot  through  her  under- water  hull,  if  not  more. 

(2)  The  possibility  of  an  attempt  at  recapture,  which  I  think  the  Eagle 
could  have  resisted  had  it  been  possible  to  maneuver  a  12-foot  vessel  on 
those  unknown  coral  shoals  at  night  with  rapidity  and  safety. 

(3)  The  possibility  of  the  Spanish  auxiliary  steamer  Montevideo  arriv- 
ing at  any  time  (this  being  surmised  firom  information  obtained  from 
papers  found  on  the  Santo  Domingo),  and  the  Eagle  not  being  in  a  posi- 
tion to  intercept  and  possibly  destroy  her. 

(4)  The  certainty  of  my  duty  to  make  it  impossible,  at  any  risk,  for 
the  enemy  to  obtain  the  munitions  of  war  and  the  immense  amount  of 
food  supplies  contained  in  this  large  steamer. 

Two  12- inch  guns  were  seen  lying  on  skids  in  her  hold,  but  they  could 
not  be  reached. 

The  live  stock  was  shot,  and  the  vessel  set  on  fire  at  6.25  p.  m. 

Within  an  hour  she  was  one  complete  mass  of  flames,  and  was  burn- 
ing brightly  all  that  night. 

The  vicinity  of  the  prize  was  visited  on  each  of  the  three  succeeding 
days  and  the  wreck  found  still  burning. 
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On  the  17th  instaDt,  five  days  after  firing  her,  the  wreck  of  the  Santo 
Domingo  was  boarded  by  an  ofQcer  and  crew  from  this  vessel.  The 
after  part  of  the  vessel  was  still  burning,  the  forward  part  filled  with 
water,  and  the  entire  vessel  a  complete  wreck,  frames  and  beams  being 
bent  and  twisted  in  all  directions  and  many  plates  separating  and 
cracked. 

The  screw  threads  of  the  4.72-inch  guns  were  irreparably  injured. 
On  the  19th  instant  the  afterpart  of  the  vessel  was  still  burning. 

The  Santo  Domingo  was  literally  packed  with  food  supplies  and  cloth- 
ing— corn,  potatoes,  bacon,  ham,  onions,  bales  of  blankets,  having  been 
brought  to  view  by  the  prize  crew.  Even  the  spare  staterooms  were 
packed  full. 

For  the  information  of  the  various  bureaus  concerned,  I  inclose  an 
inventory,  survey,  and  appraisal  of  certain  articles  taken  from  the 
Santo  Domingo  for  the  United  States,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  certified 
to  the  prize  court  at  Key  West.  These  articles  will  be  kept  on  the 
Uagle  pending  orders  from  the  Department. 

The  papers  and  some  other  articles  found  on  the  prize  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  custody  of  the  same  prize  court,  and  the  4.72-inch  breech 
plugs  turned  in  to  the  general  storekeeper  at  Key  West. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seceetaet  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Key  West,  Fla.,  July  22,  1898. 

SiE:  Referring  to  my  communication  of  the  19th  instant,  detailing 
the  circumstances  of  the  seizure  and  destruction  of  the  Spanish  armed 
steamer  Swnto  Domingo,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
received  from  Lieut.  S.  M.  Blount,  TJ.  S.  N.,  prize  master  of  the  prize 
schooner  Three  Bells. 

From  this  letter  it  also  appears  that  the  Eagle's  presence  in  that 
vicinity  probably  saved  the  Three  Bells  from  recapture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Sbcretaet  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


U.  S.  S.  Niagara, 
Een  West,  Fla.,  July  SI,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  answer  to  yonr  inquiry,  it  is  my  belief  that  the  steamer  to  which  I  directed 
your  attention  on  the  morning  of  July  12  was  standing  out  to  intercept  the  vessels 
under  my  command.  When  first  sighted,  we  were  between  Cape  Frances  and  Mangle 
Point,  and  she,  under  full  steam,  was  bearing  down  on  us.  She  came  in  plain  sight 
of  us. 

About  the  time  we  made  out  her  hull  distinctly  from  the  deck  we  saw  your  smoke 
ahead.  Shortly  after  your  smoke  became  visible,  she  seemed  to  stop,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  changed  her  course.  We  then  rounded  Mangle  Point  and  in  a  very  short 
time  were  spoken  by  you.  We  had  a  lookout  in  the  rigging,  with  glasses,  trying  to 
find  out  the  character  of  the  steamer,  and  I  am  confident  she  was  the  only  steamer 
in  sight  at  the  time. 
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Personally,  I  am  convinced  that  tlie  steamer  we  saw  bearing  down  on  us  and  the 
one  you  chased  immediately  after  was  the  same. 

Very  respectfully,  _ 

Saml.  M.  Blount, 
Lieutenant,  U.  IS.  N. 
Lieut.  W.  H.  H.  Southerland, 

U.  S.  S.  Magle. 


130306. 

[Report  of  prize  master  of  Spanish  steamer  Santo  Domingo,  captured  by  Eagle.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eagi.15, 
Off  Cape  Francis,  Cuba,  July  m,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  I  left 
the  ship  at  2.30  p.  m.  to-day  in  the  whalehoat,  together  with  a  volunteer  crew  of  8 
men:  C.  Smith,  cockswain;  C.  Griffin,  seaman;  J.  E.  Ellsworth,  boatswain's  mate, 
second  class;  Wm.  Gregory,  seaman;  W.  E.  Shaffer,  ordinary  seaman;  J.  Hood,  ordi- 
nary seaman;  P.  C.  Rasmussen,  ordinary  seaman;  T.  P.  Sweeney,  landsman,  for  the 
purpose  of  boarding  the  steamer  sighted  in  the  forenoon.  After  a  sharp  pull  of 
about  1  mile,  at  which  distance  the  ship  was  when  I  left  her,  I  went  alongside  the 
steamer  and  boarded  her.  She  proved  to  be  the  Spanish  ship  Santo  Domingo,  of 
Barcelona,  of  the  Campagnia  Transatlantica. 

After  a  complete  search  fore  and  aft,  I  found  her  to  be  deserted,  and  took  posses- 
sion of  her  as  a  prize.  I  then  proceeded  to  investigate  her  condition  and  the 
chances,  if  any,  of  getting  her  into  port  for  adjudication  by  a  prize  court.  She  was 
lying  easily  and  in  an  upright  position,  her  port  bow  was  in  19  feet  of  water,  and 
all  around  her  elsewhere  there  was  20  feet.  She  was  drawing  about  24J  feet,  and  a 
ship's  length  astern  of  her  there  was  plenty  of  water  to  float  her.  I  considered  it 
possible  to  get  her  off  if  time  permitted,  and  she  could  be  lightened  of  part  of  her 
cargo. 

The  engine  room  was  next  examined,  and  I  found  that  all  fires  were  going  full 
blast,  the  steam  blowing  off  at  170  pounds,  and  no  water  showing  in  gauge  glasses. 
Fires  were  hauled  immediately  and  danger  from  this  source  prevented.  The  engines 
and  boilers  were  in  remarkably  fine  condition,  and,  except  for  water  in  the  bilge 
which  was  making  rapidly  through  a  shot  hole,  could  have  been  used  for  any  service. 

The  effect  of  our  6-pound  shot  was  remarkable.  I  saw  some  twelve  or  fifteen  hits, 
and  in  every  case,  apparently,  the  shell  had  exploded.  Two  shots  were  vital,  one 
through  her  port  side,  between  wind  and  water,  passed  through  the  side  and  burst  in 
her  shaft  alley.  She  was  making  water  fast  through  this  hole,  but  it  could  easily 
have  been  plugged  with  a  shot  plug.  The  other  must  necessarily  have  delayed  her, 
as  it  struck  the  steering  engine  fair,  and,  exploding,  wrecked  the  whole  connection, 
rendering  it  useless.  Other  shots  were  merely  destructive,  one,  in  particular, 
through  the  after  saloon,  doing  more  damage  than  I  thought  possible  by  so  small  a 
shell.  I  consider  the  shooting  done  by  our  crew  as  excellent.  The  prize's  crew  had 
deserted  her  in  great  haste,  very  few  private  effects  having  been  taken  out  and 
apparently  no  ship's  property  removed.  Dinner  was  served  and  half-eaten  in  the 
forward  saloon,  the  galley  fires  were  going  and  food  cooking ;  in  fact,  nothing  to 
show  that  the  ship  was  not  in  commission  with  a  full  crew  on  board. 

On  her  forecastle  were  mounted  two  12-centimeter  rapid-fire  guns  built  by  Portilla 
White  y  Cia.,  of  Sevilla.  They  were  loaded,  but  the  breechblocks  had  been  removed. 
They  were  subsequently  found  aft.  A  small  amovint  of  ammunition,  not  more  than 
100  rounds,  was  found  for  these  guns,  as  also  one  case  of  small-arm  ammunition. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  cargo  was  of  great  value  to  the  enemy  at  the  present 
time,  it  seemed  probable  that  some  attempt  at  recapture  would  be  made,  and  I  con- 
cluded that  such  attempt  might  be  successful  if  properly  conducted,  and  that  it  was 
essential  from  a  military  point  of  view  that  no  possible  chance  be  left  open  for  these 
munitions  to  reach  Havana.  Also,  after  a  thorough  examiu  ation  of  her  engine,  ground 
tackle,  winches,  etc.,  the  position  in  which  she  lay,  and  the  water  around  her,  it 
seemed  to  me  that  it  would  take  more  time  than  could  properly  be  spared  from  the 
duty  the  ship  was  then  on  to  float  the  prize,  and  I  concluded  it  was  best  to  destroy 
her  and  not  attempt  to  get  her  off,  although  I  had  no  doubt  the  latter  could  be  dona 
in  time  if  the  weather  were  favorable  and  the  enemy  made  no  effort  at  recapture. 

Her  12-centimeter  guns  being  very  valuable,  I  made  every  effort  to  dismount  them 
and  bring  them  off,  spending  two  hours  in  the  attempt,  but  without  success,  owing 
to  the  lack  of  facilities  for  rigging  proper  purchases. 

While  engaged  in  this  work  1  sighted  several  columns  of  smoke  to  the  northward, 
and  knowing  the  paramount  importance  of  seeing  that  the  prize  was  not  recaptured 
decided  to  destroy  her  then  and  there,  and  so  signaled  you. 
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I  disabled  both  guns,  and  securing  what  papers  I  could  find,  both  public  and 
private  (the  log  book  could  not  be  found),  I  set  the  prize  on  fire,  both  forward  and 
aft,  remaining  until  the  fire  was  well  under  way,  and  then  at  6.30  p.  m.  returned  to 
the  ship.     The  live  stock  on  board  was  shot  before  the  ship  was  fired. 

Quite  a  sea  was  running  alongside  the  ship,  and  owing  to  the  smallness  of  our  boats 
it  was  necessary  to  pass  the  arms  in  rather  hurriedly.  In  doing  so,  a  bunch  of 
revolver  belts  came  adrift  and  the  following  were  lost  overboard :  Two  leather  waist 
belts  with  revolvers,  holsters,  and  cartridge  boxes,  and  one  cutlass  and  frog. 

The  prize  had  begun  to  discharge  into  her  consort,  but  had  made  scarcely  any 
impression  on  the  cargo  at  all. 

Ensign  Craven,  who  was  sent  with  a  working  party  to  assist  in  disposing  of  the 
prize,  in  company  with  myself,  made  a  survey,  inventory,  and  appraisal  of  the  vessel 
and  cargo,  which  ie  attached. 

Very  respectfully,  Powers  Symington, 

Ensign,  U.  S.  N. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Eagle. 


[Memorandom  for  Commodore  Bemey  for  information  of  Navy  Department.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 

At  Sea,  July  16, 1898. 

The -EajZe  sighted  and  chased  and  caused  the  Spanish  steamer  jSanto -Domingo  to 
run  ashore  off  Piedras  Point,  in  the  bight  westward  ol'the  Isle  of  Pines,  on  July  12, 1898. 

A  white  river  steamer  ran  alongside  her,  apparently  to  discharge  her,  but  was 
driven  oflf  by  the  Eaglefs  fire,  and  went  to  Batabauo  with  officers,  passengers,  and 
crew  of  the  Santo  Domingo,  but  none  of  her  stores. 

San  to  Domingo  was  taken  possession  of  as  a  prize,  but  being  hard  and  fast  aground, 
Eagle  set  her  completely  on  fire  that  night,  and  visited  her  each  of  the  three  suc- 
ceeding days,  and  found  her  stiU  burning. 

On  the  17th  instant,  five  days  after  the  Santo  Domingo  was  fired,  this  vessel,  in 
company  with  the  Nashville,  visited  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  the  Eagle  boarding  her. 

Her  entire  after  part,  which  was  filled  with  grain,  was  one  burning  coal,  flaming 
up  in  spots. 

The  forward  part  was  no  longer  burning,  but  was  fiUed  with  water,  the  12-Lnch 
guns  having  apparently  fallen  from  the  burned  skids  to  the  vessel's  bottom.  The 
frames  and  beams  of  the  vessel  were  marked  in  all  directions,  and  she  was  as  com- 
plete a  wreck  as  could  be  imagined. 

The  screw  threads  of  the  breech  of  each  4.72-inch  breech-loading  rifle  were  almost 
entirely  hacked  away. 

She  was  armed  with  two  4.72-inch  Hontoria  breech-loading  rifles,  and  had  a  crew 
of  4  officers  and  78  men,  and  carried  66  passengers.  She  had  two  12-inch  breech- 
loading  rifles  in  her  hold,  and  was  literally  packed  with  munitions  of  war,  live 
stoct,  and  food  supplies  and  clothing,  corn,  wheat,  potatoes,  bacon,  bam,  onions, 
blankets,  etc. 

Her  guns  were  loaded  and  magazines  open  when  boarded. 

A  large  number  of  the  Eaglets  6-pounder  shells  struck  her,  creating  great  havoo, 
but  not  setting  her  on  fire. 

Vessel  and  cargo  could  not  have  been  valued  at  much  under  $1,000,000. 

A  detailed  report  will  be  made  when  Eagle  arrives  tu  port. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SODTHERLAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding, 
Commodore  Eemey,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  of  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 


[Memorandum  for  Commodore  Eemey  for  information  of  Navy  Department.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 

At  Sea,  July  17,  1898. 
Unless  ruined  by  the  salt  water,  a  wrecking  steamer,  under  convoy,  could  save 
the  two  12-inch  guns  in  th-e  wreck  of  the  Santo  Domingo,  if  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance 
considers  them  worth  saving. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.    H.    H.    SOUTHEKLAND, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Commodore  Eemby,  U.  S.  N., 

Commandant  of  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 
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Key  West,  Fla..,  July  SI,  1898. 
Navigation,  Navy  Dbpaktmknt, 

Washington,  D.  C: 
Destruction  of  Santo  Domingo  by  Eagle  true.    Two  12-inoli  guns  are  on  bottom  in 
bow  of  steamer,  under  20  feet  water.     Can  be  recovered  by  suitable  wrecking 
apparatus  if  worth  expense, 

Maynakd. 


Ko.  132.]  U.  S.  S.  Maeblehbad,  3d  Kate, 

Ouantanamo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  reports  of  the  com- 
mander and  executive  officer  of  the  Annapolis  relating  to  the  situation 
at  Baracoa. 

On  the  14th  instant  I  directed  Commander  Hunker  to  proceed  to 
Cape  Maysi  and  Baracoa  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  schooner 
Maria  Louise,  which  was  carrying  supplies  into  Baracoa  from  Port  au 
Prince. 

His  instructions  authorized  him  to  be  gone  three  days  and  to  act  at 
his  own  discretion  in  front  of  Baracoa. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McCalla, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBE   IN   CHIBP, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Eatb, 

Ouantanamo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898. 

SiE:  In  compliance  with  article  275,  Navy  Eegulations,  I  respect- 
fully report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant,  while  blockading 
the  port  of  Baracoa,  Cuba,  I  ran  in  and  anchored  the  ship  on  the  east- 
ern side  of  Miel  Bay,  at  a  point  about  1,200  yards  from  Matachin  Bat- 
tery, at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town,  in  order  to  communicate  with  a 
party  of  Cubans  encamped  on  the  shore  of  the  bay.  Shortly  afterwards 
an  officer  ,and  several  Cubans  came  on  board,  informing  us  that  the 
Spanish  soldiers,  some  800  in  all,  were  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  city, 
the  insurgents  holding  the  outside  roads. 

After  having  been  anchored  about  thirty  minutes  the  enemy  opened 
fire  upon  us  with  field  pieces  from  Matachin  Battery.  Fire  was  returned 
at  once  from  No.  6  gun,  the  anchor  lifted,  and  the  port  broadside 
brought  to  bear.  A  lively  cannonade  ensued,  with  the  result  that  the 
barracks  in  the  rear  of  the  fort  were  set  on  fire  and  the  guns  silenced. 
The  sea  was  running  so  high  that  accurate  firing  was  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and,  not  wishing  to  damage  the  town,  which  is  peopled  by  Cuban 
sympathizers,  we  hauled  off  out  of  range. 

The  ship  was  struck  several  times  by  fragments  of  bursting  shell, 
3J-inch,  but  no  damage  was  done;  no  one  was  hurt. 

The  officers  and  men  behaved  with  great  steadiness,  the  latter  aiming 
and  firing  the  guns  with  coolness  and  deliberation. 

The  report  of  Lieut.  G.  W.  Mentz,  the  executive  officer,  is  forwarded 
herewith. 

Yery  respectfully,  J.  J.  Hunkee, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDBE  IN  CHIBP, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron,  Flagship  New  York. 
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130306. 

[Report  of  engagement  of  Annapolis  with  the  Matachin  Battery  at  Baracoa,  July  15,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 
Off  Baracoa,  Cuba,  July  15,  1893. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  article  No.  525,  United  States  Nayy  Regulations,  1896, 1 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  this  vessel  with 
the  IilatacUin  Battery  at  Baracoa  this  a.  m. 

About  10.30  a.  m.  this  vessel  anchored  in  Miel  Bay,  about  1,200  yards  from  Matachin 
Battery,  in  6  fathoms  water,  with  20  fathoms  chain  on  starboard  anchor,  and  swung 
stern  to  the  battery. 

About  11.25  a.  m.  I  noticed  that  a  Spanish  flag  was  being  hoisted  on  the  battery, 
and  had  the  orderly  report  the  fact  to  the  commanding  officer.  About  five  minutes 
afterwards  (11.30  a.  m.)  a  well-directed  shot  from  that  battery  passed  over  this  ship, 
and  the  commanding  officer  at  once  gave  orders  to  get  under  way,  to  go  to  general 
quarters,  and  to  return  the  fire  with  No.  6  gun  (the  after  4-inch  R.  F.),  and  the  alarm 
was  given. 

The  crew  responded  to  the  call  with  alacrity,  the  guns  were  loaded,  and  the  anchor 
lifted  in  almost  an  inappreciable  length  of  time,  but  there  was  a  short  delay  in 
answering  the  fire  of  the  battery.  There  was  a  missfire  on  the  first  shot,  the  proba- 
ble cause  of  which  was  a  short  circuit,  as  it  was  raining  quite  hard  at  the  time. 
(The  firing  batteries  had  been  tested  just  a  few  hours  previous  and  were  apparently 
in  good  working  order.)  After  this  mishap  a  spirited  fire  was  kept  up  by  this  gun. 
No  other  gun  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  battery  until  the  ship  was  under 
way. 

As  soon  as  the  anchor  was  off  the  bottom  the  ship  was  turned  with  the  starboard 
helm,  and  as  the  guns  of  the  port  battery  could  be  brought  to  bear  they,  too,  were 
fired. 

There  was  a  very  rough  sea  and  it  was  impossible  to  fire  No.  1  guns,  as  they  were 
submerged  when  the  ship  pitched  into  the  sea,  and  after  three  shots  it  was  necessary 
to  close  their  ports  and  send  their  crews  to  other  guns. 

After  the  first  few  discharges  the  smoke  became  very  dense,  and  that,  together 
with  the  rough  sea,  prevented  good  marksmanship.  When  the  starboard  battery 
was  brought  to  bear,  the  smoke  cleared  away  somewhat  and  much  better  shooting 
was  done.  Two  shots  were  Seen  to  set  fire  to  something  within  the  fort,  but  the  fire 
was  soon  extinguished.    At  12.05  p.  m.  the  battery  was  secured. 

The  total  number  of  shots  fired  was  two  hundred  and  seventy-five — one  hundred 
and  one  4-inoh,  fifty-two  6-pounder,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  1-pounder. 
The  shots  were  fired  with  rapidity,  and  much  damage  must  have  been  done,  as  the 
battery  was  silenced  soon  after  our  men  got  the  range. 

The  enemy  kept  up  a  continual  fire  while  the  ship  was  getting  under  way  and  for 
some  time  after,  and  several  fragments  of  shell  (apparently  shrapnel)  landed  on 
board,  spent  pieces  striking  two  of  the  crew  without  injury.  These  men  were  on  the 
spar  deck,  one  aft  and  one  forward,  and  were  struck  at  the  same  time,  showing  that 
if  they  were  shot  from  a  shrapnel  its  explosion  was  such  as  to  scatter  some  of  its 
balls  fore  and  aft  the  ship.  Each  of  these  pieces  is  of  lead,  flattened  out,  and  about 
1  inch  in  diameter.  A  piece  of  iron  shell  2^  inches  long  by  IJ  wide  hit  the  sailing 
launch's  strong  back,  struck  the  deck  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge  ladder,  making 
quite  an  indentation,  struck  the  steam  launch,  and  fell  to  the  deck.  The  shell  from 
which  this  piece  came  was  seen  to  explode  about  50  feet  from  the  ship,  and  most  of 
its  fragments  passed  over  the  ship. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  excellent.  Even  the  men  on  the  sick  list 
voluntarily  rushed  to  their  quarters.  This  is  the  first  time  the  crew  has  been  under 
fire  at  such  close  range,  and  there  was  no  flinching,  although  the  shot  fell  close  to 
and  passed  over  the  ship.  All  were  cool  and  eager  to  do  their  duty.  No  one  is 
deserving  of  censure,  nor  is  anyone  specially  deserving  of  praise. 

The  battery  worked  satisfactorily,  and  the  supply  of  ammunition  was  ample. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  Mkntz, 
Lituttnant,  U.  S.  2f.,  Ejceculice  UJJieer, 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  A^napolU, 
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130306. 

[MoTements  of  Scorpion  on  Cape  Cmz  blockade.] 

F.  S.  S.  Scorpion, 
Off  La  Ouayabal,  Cuba,  July  15,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Scorpion  arrived  on  this 
station  oif  Gape  Cruz  on  Sunday  night  last,  and  was  joined  by  the  Hist, 
Hornet,  and  Wompatuck  on  Monday  and  the  Osceola  on  Wednesday. 
The  Hist  was  sent  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  for  coal  on  Monday.  A  strict 
blockade  of  Manzanillo  has  been  kept  up.  It  seems  impossible  to  guard 
all  the  entrances  to  Manzanillo  at  night,  there  being  so  many,  and  still 
more  impracticable  to  guard  all  the  channels  to  these  inner  waters. 
Therefore  at  night  one  ve§sel  was  stationed  near  Colorado  Point,  that 
being  sufllcient  to  guard  the  approach  to  the  Balandras  Channel,  and 
the  other  vessels,  2  miles  apart,  in  the  channel  between  Sevilla  Cays 
and  the  Great  Bank  of  Buena  Esperanza.  During  the  daytime  these 
vessels  have  gone  close  under  the  land  to  watch.  By  this  method 
Manzanillo  has  been  completely  isolated,  not  only  from  the  sea,  but 
from  all  the  towns  in  these  waters. 

On  Wednesday  the  British  schooner  Edmund  Blunt,  bound  from  Man- 
zanillo to  Lucea,  Jamaica,  with  68  refugees,  mostly  women,  was  boarded 
and  allowed  to  proceed.  The  captain  of  the  schooner  reported  that  the 
people  of  Manzanillo  were  in  a  deplorable  and  famishing  condition,  all 
the  food  obtainable  being  appropriated  by  the  4,000  troops  there. 
Nothing  could  be  learned  from  him  in  regard  to  the  fortifications  or 
gunboats,  except  that  the  receiving  ship  Ponto  Maria  was  armed  with 
six  guns,  two  of  them  being  8-inch  smooth  bore.  He  also  said  that  the 
harbor  had  lately  been  mined,  but  I  doubt  whether  he  knows  anything 
about  it.  He  furthermore  informed  the  boarding  ofScer  that  on  July 
1  one  shell  struck  the  Maria  in  the  bow  and  killed  13  men  at  the  guns; 
also  that  another  shot  struck  her  near  the  water  line  and  sunk  her,  but 
that  she  had  only  1  foot  to  go  down. 

I  regret  to  say  that  some  houses  had  also  been  struck,  but  this  could 
not  be  helped,  as  they  attacked  us  from  both  shore  and  gunboats. 

On  Wednesday  we  steamed  in  near  La  Guayabal  to  open  communi- 
cation, if  possible,  the  pilot  having  informed  me  that  it  was  a  fortified 
Cuban  village.  The  commandante,  Gervacio  Sabio  came  off  at  once  to 
communicate,  and  from  him  I  learned  that  there  were  about  200  men 
under  his  command,  guarding  the  coast  between  Santa  Cruz  and  Man- 
zanillo; that  the  roads  between  those  places  were  impassible  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  rivers,  and  that  frequent  attempts  were  being  made 
to  send  provisions  from  smaller  places  to  Manzanillo  by  water,  espe- 
cially by  small  boats  close  along  the  shore ;  that  his  men  were  very  badly 
armed  and  short  of  ammunition.  This  ship,  at  his  request,  furnished 
him  with  10  rifles  and  1,000  rounds  to  assist  in  preventing  this  traffic. 
No  more  arms  could  be  spared  on  board  here,  and  the  Hornet  and  Osceola 
could  not  spare  any. 

We  procured  three  native  pilots,  one  for  each  vessel,  through  the 
commandante.  They  are  not  regular  pilots,  but  will  be  of  great  help  in 
these  waters.  No  agreement  has  been  made  with  them,  and  any  com- 
pensation for  them  you  may  direct  will  undoubtedly  be  satisfactory. 

This  morning  we  captured  the  schooner  Carmita,  of  20  tons,  with  men 
and  women  on  board,  said  to  be  refugees,  and  the  schooner  Farragut,  of 
10  tons,  with  respectable  looking  passengers  on  board.  Both  schooners 
have  been  anchored  off  La  Guayabal,  and  the  women  from  the  first 
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schooner  allowed  to  land,  that  being  their  desire.  The  captains  of  both 
these  schooners  verify  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Manzanillo  as  reported 
by  the  captain  of  the  schooner  Edmund  Blunt. 

I  considered  it  unadvisable  to  permit  any  others  to  land  at  present 
and  communicate  onr  movements. 

Toward  noon  the  Scorpion  steamed  to  Ouatro  Eeales  Channel,  having 
made  her  rendezvous  at  that  place  for  that  afternoon,  and  there  reported 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Wilmington  what  is  contained  in  this 
report.  He  directed  me  to  return  to  the  other  vessels,  hold  the  schoon- 
ers for  the  present,  continue  the  present  system  of  blockading,  and 
await  his  arrival,  making  La  Guayabal  the  rendezvous.  He  further- 
more informed  me  that  he  did  not  wish  to  go  to  Manzanillo  until  he 
could  do  so  in  force. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Marix, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  JT.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDEE  IN   CHIEF  17.  S.  NAVAL  FORCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba. 


130306. 

[Report  of  arrival  of  Wilmington  at  blockade  station.] 

No.  21.]  U.  S.  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Eatb, 

Ouayabal,  Cuba,  July  17, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  the  13th  instant,  I  have  to  report 
the  arrival  of  the  Wilmington  off  Cape  Cruz,  on  the  14th,  for  blockade 
duty  in  the  vicinity  of  Manzanillo  and  the  ports  west  of  it. 

After  communicating  with  the  Wompatuck,  guarding  the  southern 
entrance  of  Manzanillo,  I  proceeded  to  Cuatro  Eeales  Channel  to  guard 
that  entrance  to  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur  until  the  arrival  of  the  Helena  and 
the  Mist. 

On  the  16th,  after  overhauling  two  small  craft  found  cruising  around, 
which  proved  to  be  simple  charcoal  burners,  I  proceeded  to  Santa  Cruz 
to  observe  the  situation  there  at  the  water  front.  Going  close,  no  ship- 
ping was  found  save  small  fishing  craft.  This  being  completed,  and 
having  ascertained  from  one  of  the  charcoal  men  the  probable  location 
of  the  cable  running  from  Santa  Cruz  to  Jucaro,  I  proceeded  to  the 
location,  grappled  for,  caught,  and  cut  the  cable;  then  proceeded  to  the 
anchorage  at  Cuatro  Eeales. 

The  Selena,  Wompatuck,  and  Hist  anchored  outside  of  the  Cuatro 
Eeales  Channel  at  dark  that  day.  They  having  no  pilot  on  board  any 
of  their  vessels,  and  this  vessel  having  a  pilot  on  board,  I  went  out 
this  forenoon  and  showed  them  the  way  through,  proceeding  on  to  El 
Guayabal,  some  20  miles  northwest  of  Manzanillo,  where  we  found 
the  Scorpion,  Hornet,  and  Osceola,  which  had  been  guarding  the  inshore 
exits  from  Manzanillo.  Here  preliminary  plans  were  made  for  an 
expedition  to  Manzanillo  to  destroy  any  transports,  gunboats,  or  other 
shipping  belonging  to  the  Spanish. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  0.  Todd, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Gommamding, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Natal  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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128510. 

U.  S.  Flagship  SaIi  Francisco, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  July  19, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  me  to  the  commander 
in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  trafftc  existing 
from  Sagua  la  Grande  and  adjoining  ports  to  Havana.    A  thorough 
blockade  of  Havana  is  impossible  while  this  continues,  a;nd  I  respect- 
fully request  that  means  be  given  me  suflacient  to  break  it  up. 
Yery  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Howell, 
Commodore,  TJ.  IS.  If., 
Commanding  First  Squadron,  Forth  Atlantic  Fleet. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Natt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


128510. 

[Efficiency  of  bloctade  on  north  coast  of  Cuba.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Francisco, 

Off  Nuevitas,  Cuba,  July  17,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  the  following  in  regard  to  the  blockade  of  the 
north  coast  of  the  Island  of  Cuba : 

In  obedience  to  your  telegraphic  order  of  the  9th  instant,  forwarded 
to  me  through  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Key  West  Naval  Base,  I 
have  extended  the  Cuban  blockade  throughout  the  entire  northern 
coast  of  the  island,  as  far  as  the  number  of  vessels  under  my  control 
will  admit. 

The  vessels  in  question  are  at  this  date  stationed  as  follows : 

Between  Porto  Tanamo  and  Punta  Gorda:  Topeha  and  Maple. 

Gibara  and  vicinity:  Frairie. 

Nuevitas  and  vicinity :  Badger. 

Cardenas  and  Matanzas:  Fompey,  Tineas,  and  Hudson. 

Havana,  Mariel,  and  Bahia  Honda:  I  left  Havana  on  July  11,  leaving 
Captain  Ludlow,  of  the  Terror,  in  charge  there,  so  that  I  can  not  give 
the  exact  distribution  of  the  vessels  in  that  vicinity. 

In  my  opinion  this  distribution  is  not  sufBcient  to  give  a  thorough 
blockade  of  the  coast,  and,  if  possible,  ships  should  be  assigned  as 
follows : 

In  vicinity  of  Baraooa 1 

Between  Porto  Tanamo  and  Punta  Gorda X 

Gibara  and  vicinity 1 

Porto  Padre,  Porto  Malagueta,  and  Porto  Manatl 1 

NuevitaB  and  vicinity 1 

Boca  de  Caravela  and  Boca  de  Guajaba 1 

From  Santa  Maria  Cay  to  Fragoso  Cay 1 

FromFragoso  Cay  to  Dromedary  Cay 1 

From  Dromedary  Cay  to  BaMa  de  Cadiz  Cay 1 

From  Bahia  de  Cadiz  Cay  to  Piedras  Cay 1 

Matanzas  and  vicinity 2 

Havana 10 

Mariel  and  vicinity 1 

Bahia  Honda  and  vicinity 1 

Pass  of  Jutias  to  Pass  of  Buena  Vista 1 

Pass  of  Bnena  Vista  to  Cape  San  Antonio 1 

Total 26 
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Of  tlie  vessels  ofi'  Havana  four  sbould  have  a  draft  of  not  more  than 
10  feet;  if  possible,  two  more  should  be  heavy  ships,  and  the  remainder 
should  be  vessels  of  good  speed.  All  present  efforts  seem  to  be  toward 
running  the  blockade  at  this  port  by  creeping  along  the  shore,  especially 
from  the  westward,  and  small,  light-draft  vessels  are  necessary  to  detect 
and  stop  this,  while  some  ships  of  higher  speed  should  be  on  hand  to 
take  up  the  chase.  The  heavy  ships  should  be  kept,  there  because  of 
the  moral  effect,  to  serve  as  a  rallying  point  for  the  lighter  ships,  to  run 
under  the  batteries,  to  destroy  blockade  runners,  if  necessary,  and  to 
respond  to  the  fire  of  the  batteries  if  desired. 

At  least  six  small  vessels  of  not  more  than  6-feet  draft  and  of  con- 
siderable size,  similar  to  those  used  on  the  rivers  during  our  civil  war, 
should  be  kept  inside  the  keys  between  Cardenas  and  Nuevitas,  and 
two  or  three  more  inside  the  keys  to  the  westward  of  Babia  Honda. 

I  find  that  ships  can  be  on  their  stations  for  a  really  greater  length 
of  time  if  they  are  able  to  go  into  Key  West,  or  some  other  port  wliere 
they  can  get  water  for  their  boilers,  about  once  in  three  weeks,  than 
they  can  if  coaled  inside  the  keys,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  that  method  of 
coaling  and  watering  wherever  it  is  possible.  The  better  condition  of 
the  machinery  resulting  from  the  use  of  fresh  water  in  the  boilers  makes 
the  ships  more  serviceable  where  this  method  can  be  followed.  To  do 
this  would  of  course  call  for  about  a  third  more  ships  than  those  actu- 
ally on  station,  so  that  they  could  be  relieved  in  turn. 

Thus  a  force  of  40  ships  and  12  of  the  craft  for  work  inside  the  keys 
would  make  a  complete  and  perfect  blockade  possible,  keeping  27  ships 
on  station  all  the  time. 

Eealizing  that  probably  this  number  of  vessels  can  not  be  sent  to 
the  duty,  and  that  some  parts  of  the  coast  will  therefore  probably  have 
to  be  neglected,  I  have  to  recommend  as  specially  worthy  of  care  the 
following: 

Havana  and  vicinity,  including  Mariel  and  Bahia  Honda. 

Cardenas  to  Nuevitas. 

Nuevitas  to  Porto  Tanamo.  The  importance  of  this  last  section  will 
be  very  largely  diminished  after  the  conquest  of  the  Province  of  San- 
tiago, and  the  blockade  could  probably  be  discontinued  there  before 
very  long. 

Assuming  that  the  main  object  of  the  blockade  is  to  facilitate  the 
fall  of  Havana  by  preventing  titie  ingress  of  stores  into  that  city,  there 
are  two  sections  of  the  north  coast  to  be  considered.  Blockade  run- 
ning at  Bahia  Honda  and  Mariel  can  be  easily  prevented,  especially  as 
lack  of  railroad  connections  with  Havana  makes  the  transportation  of 
stores  from  these  points  difficult.  Havana  itself  is  easily  closed  if 
only  ten  vessels  of  proper  description  can  be  kept  there.  Two  ships  at 
Matanzas  will  fully  close  that  port.  Thus  the  ships  in  hand  can  easily 
guard  this  first  section. 

The  second  section,  from  Piedras  Cay  to  Nuevitas,  is  much  more 
difficult  to  handle,  and  at  present  is  the  principal  source  of  supplies  to 
Havana.  According  to  our  best  information,  there  is  rail  connection 
to  the  eastward  from  Havana  as  far  as  San  Juan  de  los  Remedios. 
Cargo  landed  anywhere  inside  these  keys  can  be  readily  transshipped 
by  boat  and  rail  to  Havana,  and  my  reports  show  that  much  of  this 
traffic  has  been  going  on.  I  have  as  yet  been  able  to  do  nothing  to 
stop  it,  from  lack  of  ships,  but  I  will  give  my  attention  to  the  matter 
as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  here  that  the  very  light  draft  vessels  are 
needed,  and  this  matter  is  of  prime  importance  if  the  supply  of  pro- 
5898 17 
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visions  to  Havana  is  to  be  stopped.    Fuevitas  should  be  blockaded  for 
the  same  reason. 

I  do  not  fear  that  supplies  introduced  to  the  eastward  of  Kuevitas 
or  to  the  westward  of  Bahia  Honda,  on  the  north  coast,  can  be  gotten 
into  Havana. 

While  off  Port  Nipe  I  communicated  with  some  Cuban  insurgents  at 
Port  Banes.  There  were  about  25  of  them  there,  and  no  Spaniards, 
but  they  reported  about  1,000  Spanish  troops  at  Port  Nipe.  There  is 
a  small  gunboat  at  Nipe,  but  I  could  not  find  out  whether  there  were 
any  batteries  or  not.  Apparently  there  was  one,  but  it  would  not  open 
fire,  although  the  Topelca  stood  in  close  enough  to  exchange  shots  with 
the  gunboat  without  effect. 

I  have  endeavored  to  find  some  ports  of  refuge  to  be  used  in  case  of 
hurricanes,  especially  for  the  smaller  craft.  Port  Banes  is  available 
for  the  small  vessels,  but  that  is  the  only  one  I  have  been  able  to  find. 
There  seems  to  be  absolutely  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the  vicinity  of 
Havana. 

The  Cubans  at  Banes  offer  to  furnish  pilots  to  take  vessels  into  that 
port,  and  I  have  directed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Topeka  to 
ascertain  whether  that  port  is  available  for  larger  vessels,  and  whether 
it  is  possible  to  coal  there  from  a  collier. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Howell, 
Commodore,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding  North  Cuba  Blockade. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  Off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


130301. 

No.  4-'98.]  TJ.  S.  Flagship  San  Feancisoo, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  July  27, 1898. 

SiE :  After  some  weeks  in  charge  of  the  blockade  of  the  north  coast 
of  Cuba,  I  desire  to  make  the  following  report,  and  to  urge  most  strongly 
that  steps  be  taken  to  keep  ships  enough  engaged  on  the  duty  to  remedy 
the  present  very  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs  now  existing. 

It  is  evidently  the  desire  that  Havana  shall  be  closely  blockaded, 
and  if  this  can  be  thoroughly  done  during  the  summer,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  much  time  and  money  and  many  lives  will  be  saved  when  opera- 
tions are  undertaken  in  this  vicinity,  if  such  operations  are  intended. 
******* 

There  are  now  here  2  small  revenue  cutters,  2  tugs,  1  converted  yacht, 
2  gunboats,  and  this  ship.  The  powerful  batteries  compel  the  ships  in 
the  center  to  remain  at  least  6  miles  away  in  the  daytime,  while  those 
at  the  ends  must  keep  at  least  10  miles  from  the  Morro.  The  arc  to  be 
covered  includes  over  seventeen  points  of  the  compass.  Thus  in  the 
present  state  each  ship  has  far  more  ground  to  cover  than  she  should. 
There  should  never  be  less  than  10  ships  here,  and  12  would  be 
far  better.  At  one  time  the  blockade  here  was  reduced  to  only  4 
small  ships,  and  at  another  time  the  Mayflower  was  the  largest  ship 
here.  Our  best  reports  give  at  least  4  vessels  of  war  inside  Havana, 
among  them  the  Gonde  de  Venadito,  one  of  the  Finzons,  and  another 
ship  similar  to  her,  and  an  armed  merchantman.  The  risk  run  by 
reducing  the  number  of  ships  on  the  blockade  under  these  circumstances 
is  manifest,  as  is  also  the  incompleteness  of  the  blockade. 
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At  Piedras  Cay  and  Matanzas  I  now  have  4  ships — the  collier  Pompey, 
the  Uncas,  the  Hudson,  and  the  Mangrove — and  these  should  keep  up 
a  fair  blockade  of  the  port  of  Matanzas  and  vicinity,  as  well  as  of  the 
immediate  entrance  to  Cardenas. 

I  have  80  far  been  able  to  keep  a  single  vessel  off  Bahia  Honda  and 
Mariel  only  about  half  the  time.  The  Woodbury  is  now  there,  but  she 
must  soon  go  into  port  for  repairs  and  I  have  no  vessel  with  which 
to  replace  her.  This  station  is  important  not  only  for  the  blockade  of 
the  ports  to  the  westward,  but  because  most  of  the  attempts  to  enter 
Havana  come  from  that  direction,  it  being  the  direct  route  from  Yera 
Cruz  to  Havana.  A  good,  fast  vessel  should,  therefore,  be  kept  on  that 
station. 

As  represented  in  my  last  letter  to  you,  a  large  trafflc  is  going  into 
Sagna  la  Granda  and  similar  ports.  No  efforts  have  been  made  to  stop 
this  trade,  nor  have  I  received  any  orders  to  stop  it,  nor  have  I  received 
any  proclamation  that  that  portion  of  the  coast  was  under  blockade.  I 
consider  that  a  blockade  of  Havana  is  of  very  little  practical  use  as  long 
as  these  ports  are  left  open.  I  can  not  too  strongly  urge  the  necessity 
for  estabUshing  a  complete  blockade  of  the  whole  line  of  northern  keys. 

Commodore  Kemey  has  done  everything  in  his  power  to  send  me 
ships,  and  is  still  continuing  his  efforts,  but  the  results  are  not  satis- 
factory. To  properly  shut  all  supplies  out  of  Havana  from  the  north 
side,  the  entire  coast  from  Bahia  Honda  to  Neuvitas,  a  coast  line  nearly 
400  miles  in  length,  must  be  closely  blockaded.  To  do  this,  I  have  at 
my  disposal  to-day  13  vessels,  mostly  tugs,  etc. 

At  least  10  of  these  vessels  should  be  kept  before  Havana.  The  inade- 
quacy of  the  force  is  apparent. 

1  respectfully  request  that  you  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  help  mo 
to  better  the  condition  of  affairs  on  the  north  coast.  Fearing  that  you 
may  be  now  on  the  way  to  Porto  Eico,  and  consequently  out  of  reach 
of  mail,  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  direct  to  the  Department  with 
a  similar  request  for  more  ships. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  letter  No.  28-'98,  this  day  mailed  by  me  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  A.  Howell, 

Commodore,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  First  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  Nobth  Atlantic  Fleet, 

Key  West,  Fla. 


No.  28-'98.1  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Francisco, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  July  27, 1898. 
Sib  :  Since  writing  my  letter.  No.  4,  of  July  27  to  the  commander  iu 
chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith 
inclosed,  I  have  received  from  Commodore  Eemey,  in  command  of  the 
Key  West  naval  base,  a  copy  of  the  Department's  letter  of  July  19,  in 
regard  to  the  trafflc  between  Mexico  and  Cuba,  and  in  general  to  fail- 
ures in  the  blockade.  My  best  efforts  will  be  given  to  stopping  such 
trafftc  as  exists,  but  1  can  do  very  little  unless  I  can  get  more  ships. 
In  this  connection  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  my  letter  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  No.  l-'98,  of  July  17,  in  regard  to  these  matters,  a 
copy  of  which  was  for\v;irded  to  the  Department  on  July  19,  with  my 
letter  to  the  Secretary,  No.  2«-'98. 
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The  matters  discussed  in  these  two  letters  are  vital,  and  must  be 
attended  to  at  once  if  an  eificient  blockade  of  Havana  is  desired. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  incomplete- 
ness of  the  orders  under  which  I  am  now  acting. 

When  commander  in  chief  of  the  northern  patrol  squadron,  at 
Provincetown,  I  received  the  following  telegram  on  June  25 : 

Proceed  as  soon  as  practicable  ia  the  San  Francisco  to  Key  West.  Assemble  all 
thevesselsof  the  squadron  under  your  command  except  the  Minneapolis  at  Key  West. 

Long. 

I  arrived  at  Key  West  in  the  San  Francisco  on  July  1,  and  had 
the  ship  coaled  and  fitted  out.  Eeceiving  no  orders,  I  requested  Com- 
modore Eemey  to  report  the  ship  ready  for  sea,  stating  that  there  were 
no  orders  for  me.  He  did  so,  and  in  answer  received  the  following 
telegram : 

Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 

Replying  to  your  telegram  of  to-day  Commodore  Howell's  duty  is  that  formerly 
performed  by  Commodore  Watson  as  inspector  of  blockade.  The  mail  address  of  the 
Fulcan  and  St.  Paul  is  Santiago;  of  the  Mohawk,  Norfolk  yard. 

Long. 

Proceeding  to  the  Havana  blockade  I  relieved  Captain  Barclay  as 
senior  officer  of  the  blockade,  but  found  no  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
matter  other  than  Commodore  Watson's  directions  to  the  ships  actually 
off  the  port  of  Havana.  I  inspected  the  blockade  between  Bahia  Honda 
and  Cardenas,  as  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  those  are  the  limits  of 
the  blockade  as  established  by  the  President  in  his  original  proclama- 
tion, as  far  as  the  north  coast  of  the  island  is  concerned. 

While  off  Havana  on  July  11  I  received  a  cipher  telegram  from 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  North  Atlantic  Station  directing  me  to 
establish  a  special  blockade  from  Port  Mpe  to  Nuevitas  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  the  communications  of  the  Spanish  troops  at  Santiago,  should 
they  retreat  to  Holguin.  The  same  telegram  directed  me  to  so  divide 
the  rest  of  my  force  as  to  blockade  the  north  coast  as  far  as  my  means 
would  permit.  I  did  not  have  enough  ships  to  maintain  the  blockade 
between  Nuevitas  and  Port  Nipe  and  between  Bahia  Honda  and  Car- 
denas, so  I  have  not  been  able  to  carry  out  this  order  to  its  implied 
length. 

The  July  Naval  Eegister  states  that  I  am  "commanding  First 
Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet,"  but  I  have  never  received  any  orders 
in  regard  to  the  matter. 

In  order  that  I  may  fully  understand  what  my  duties  are,  I  respect- 
fully request  information  on  the  following  points: 

a.  What  are  the  limits  of  my  command? 

6.  What  portion  of  the  Cuban  coast  is  supposed  to  be  blockaded? 
If  the  blockade  has  been  extended  beyond  the  original  limits,  I  respect- 
fully request  to  be  furnished  with  copies  of  the  proclamations  and  cor- 
responding instructions  to  blockading  officers. 

Calling  attention  to  the  inclosed  letter  to  the  commander  in  chief, 
I  respectfully  request  the  Department's  aid  in  securing  ships  enough  to 
enable  me  to  establish  and  maintain  an  efficient  blockade  of  the  north 
coast  of  Cuba. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  A.  Howell, 

Commodore,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  First  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Dej^artment,  Washington.  D.  0. 
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D".  S.  S.  Scorpion  (25), 
On  Blockade,  off  Gape  Cruz,  Cuba,  July  11,  1898. 
Sir  :  As  the  Hist  Las  only  three  days  more  coal,  and  can  not  possibly 
remain  later  than  Friday,  I  am  sending  her  to  the  Admiral  to  coal  up 
and  I  trust  return  as  soon  as  she  can. 

I  have  consulted  with  the  commanding  ofBcers  of  the  Hist,  Hornet, 
and  Wompatuch,  that  little  fleet  having  just  arrived  after  cutting  the 
cable,  and  they  all  strenuously  advise  not  to  attempt  another  hit  at 
Manzanillo  until  we  have  at  least  one  protected  man-of-war  here. 

As  they  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am  with  all  the  forces  around 
these  ports,  I  have  concluded  to  forward  to  you  their  suggestions. 

They  say  that  in  case  the  Scorpion  should  be  knocked  out  by  a  chance 
shot  in  her  steam  pipe,  or  any  other  vulnerable  part,  the  whole  thing 
would  be  brought  to  a  standstill;  whereas  if  we  had  at  least  one  proper 
man-of  war,  like  the  Helena,  we  could  make  the  round  of  all  the  places 
and  knock  them  all  out;  which  seems  to  be  a  very  desirable  result. 

I  am  therefore  willing  to  give  up  the  opportunity  of  being  in  com- 
mand of  the  expedition,  in  order  to  insure  success ;  expecting,  of  course, 
that  I  am  to  remain  and  be  a  part  of  it. 
The  other  three  also  make  special  request  to  the  same  effect. 
TJntil'I  hear  from  the  Admiral  we  will  keep  a  vigilant  blockade  here, 
and  I  think  I  can  assure  you  that  nothing  will  get  into  Manzanillo. 

Lieutenant  Toung  will  explain  to  you  the  ditterent  forces,  afloat  and 
ashore,  at  each  place. 

I  trust  you  will  understand  that  I  am  willing  and  anxious  to  pro- 
ceed without  any  additional  force,  if  the  Admiral  does  not  approve  of 
sending  a  regular  man-of-war,  or  even  the  Manning;  but  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  right  to  forward  this  communication  first. 
Yery  respectfully, 

A.  Maeix, 
Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
Capt.  P.  B.  Chadwick, 

Chief  of  Staff,  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

.  North  Atlantic  Station, 


130306. 

[BepoTt  of  engagement  at  Manzanillo,  Jnly  18,  1898.] 

No.  22.]        •  U.  8i  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Kate, 

Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898. 

Sir:  At  7  a.  m.  this  morning  the  vessels  on  blockade  duty  in  this 
vicinity,  consisting  of  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet, 
Wompatuck,  and  Osceola,  approached  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo  from  the 
westward,  having  rendezvoused  at  Guayabal  last  evening. 

At  7.30  the  Wilmington  and  Helena  entered  the  northern  channel 
toward  the  city;  the  Scorpion  and  Osceola  the  mid-channel  between  two 
cays  not  shown  on  the  chart;  the  Hist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatuck  entered 
by  the  south  entrance,  the  movements  of  the  vessels  being  so  timed  as 
to  come  within  effective  range  of  the  shipping  about  the  same  time.  At 
7.50  fire  was  opened  on  the  shipping  as  the  vessels  came  into  position ; 
and  after  a  deliberate  Are  lasting  during  two  and  a  half  hours,  three 
transports,  HI  Gloria,  JosS  Garcia,  and  El  Purissima  Concepcidn  were 
burned  and  destroyed ;  the  Ponton,  which  is  the  harbor  guard  and  store- 
ship,  probably  for  ammunition,  was  burned  and  blew  up;  three  gun- 
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boats  were  destroyed ;  one  other  driven  ashore  and  sunk,  and  another 
driven  ashore  and  believed  to  have  been  disabled. 

The  fire  was  maintained  at  a  range  that  was  believed  to  be  without 
the  range  of  the  shore  artillery  known  to  be  here,  and  continued  up  to 
the  close  of  the  engagement,  by  which  time,  by  gradually  closing  in,  the 
shore  batteries  and  field  artillery  opened  fire  at  comparatively  close 
range,  and  the  vessels  were  recalled,  the  object  of  the  expedition  hav- 
ing been  accomplished  and  the  ideas  of  the  commander  in  chief  carried 
out,  as  I  understood  them ;  that  is,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  shipping,  but 
not  engage  the  field  batteries  or  forts. 

Ko  casualties  occurred  on  board  any  of  the  vessels.  One  3-pounder 
gun  mount  on  board  the  Wompatuck  was  disabled,  the  reason  being  that 
it  was  not  properly  secured.  The  starboard  forward  4-inch  mount  on 
board  this  vessel  was,  for  a  few  minutes,  disabled  by  reason  of  the  ele- 
vating arm  being  cracked. 

The  present  force  will  remain  in  this  vicinity  over  night  to  guard 
against  possible  attempts  to  escape  on  the  part  of  the  shipping  here. 

There  being  quite  a  large  force  of  Cuban  soldiers  in  the  vicinity,  the 
opportunity  will  be  used,  if  possible,  to  communicate  with  them  and 
get  definite  information  as  to  the  status  of  the  force  on  shore. 

Great  care  was  taken  in  directing  the  fire  that  as  little  damage  as 
possible  be  done  to  the  city  itself;  and,  as  far  as  could  be  observed,  little, 
if  any,  was  done. 

Further  movements  of  the  force  will  depend  upon  circumstances 
which  may  arise  and  of  which  the  commander  in  chief  will  be  notified. 

All  the  vessels  were  handled  with  sound  discretion  and  excellent 
judgment  by  their  several  commanding  officers,  which  was  to  have  been 
expected  from  the  men  commanding  the  vessels  of  this  force.  They 
appreciated  in  full,  as  shown  by  the  handling  of  the  several  vessels,  the 
wishes  of  the  commander  in  chief  in  the  operations  now  going  on  in 
these  waters ;  that  is,  not  to  expose  the  vessels  unnecessarily,  but  to 
burn  and  destroy,  where  practicable,  any  shipping  that  may  prove  of 
use  to  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  C.  Todd, 

Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Kaval  Force, 

l^orth  Atlantic  Station. 


133585. 

[Part  taken  by  Scorpion  in  engagement  at  Manzanillo  July  18, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Scorpion  (25), 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  19, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Article  437  of  the  Navy 
Eegulations,  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the 
part  taken  by  the  Scorpion  during  yesterday's  engagement  in  the  harbor 
of  Manzanillo. 

My  orders  from  the  senior  officer  were  to  enter  the  harbor,  accom- 
panied' by  the  Osceola,  by  a  channel  discovered  by  us  on  July  1,  nearly 
abreast  of  the  city,  and  to  open  fire  upon  the  gunboats  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Wilmington  opened  fire  upon  the  transports  and  the  ponton 
Maria,  but  as  far  as  possible  to  keep  out  of  range  of  the  shore  batteries. 

In  obedience  to  this  order  we  entered  the  harbor  at  7  a.  m.,  firing 
the  6-pounders  and  machine  guns  into  the  cays  on  the  port  side  as  we 
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passed  in,  and  then  approached  the  gunboats,  opening  fire  upon  the 
southernmost  one  at  the  same  time  that  the  Wilmington  commenced 
firing. 

After  running  this  gunboat  on  shore,  to  all  appearances  destroyed, 
this  ship  backed  in  and  took  the  other  three  gunboats,  which  were 
south  of  the  city,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  lying.  It  was  advis- 
able to  back  in  so  that  our  port  battery  would  be  brought  to  bear,  one 
of  our  starboard  5-inch  guns  being  disabled.  In  succession  another 
gunboat  was  sunk  and  a  third  was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up.  She  had 
considerable  ammunition  on  board. 

So  far  the  gunboats  had  made  very  slight  resistance,  and  as  far  as 
we  could  see  there  had  been  no  reply  from  any  of  the  shore  batteries. 
Not  being  able  to  reach  the  fourth  gunboat  where  she  lay,  close  inshore 
and  near  the  city,  without  having  the  houses  in  range,  the  Scorpion 
was  turned  around,  steamed  in,  and  placed  in  position  abreast  of  and 
close  to  this  vessel.  Orders  were  given  to  obtain  the  range  with  two  of 
the  6-pounder8,  after  which  the  first  shell  from  the  5-inch  gun  blew  her 
up,  apparently  having  struck  the  boilers.  Either  this  or  our  close 
proximity  seemed  to  decide  the  enemy  at  the  fortifications  and  the 
artillery  batteries  to  open  fire,  which  they  did,  concentrating  their  fire 
at  first  upon  this  ship. 

We  were  so  close  inshore  that  our  sharpshooters  endeavored  to  pick 
off  the  officers  on  horseback  who  were  riding  around  issuing  orders  to 
the  different  batteries. 

As  soon  as  the  shore  batteries  opened  fire  upon  us  we  returned  it, 
and  continued  firing  until  we  had  steamed  out  of  range,  having,  in 
obedience  to  a  signal  from  the  senior  officer,  retired. 

There  were  no  casualties  on  board  this  ship,  nor  was  she  hit. 

In  my  opinion  the  successful  result  of  this  engagement  is  due  to  a 
large  extent  to  the  system  of  "  gun  captains"  lately  established  in  the 
Navy.  The  four  on  board  this  ship  did  splendid  firing,  with  decisive 
results.  No  doubt  the  want  of  a  similar  system  in  the  Spanish  navy 
accounts  for  the  few  casualties  we  have  had  during  the  present  war. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  Maeix, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

OOMMANDEE   IN  OhIEF  U.  S.  NAVAX,  FoEOE, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  TorTc. 
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[Engagement  of  Somet  at  Manzanillo,  July  18,  1898,  and  destruction  of  small  Spanish  vesselB.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Hornet, 
Off  Manzanillo,  July  18, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  article  475,  U.  S.  Navy  Eegulations,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  as  follows : 

About  3  a.  m.  July  18, 1898,  the  Hornet  left  Guayabal  in  company 
with  squadron  under  command  of  Commander  0.  0.  Todd,  TJ.  S.  N.,  and 
composed  of  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet,  Wompa- 
tuck,  and  Osceola. 

At  about  6.45  a.  m.  signal  was  made  to  separate  by  preconcerted 
plan,  the  Wilmington  and  Helena  entering  Manzanillo  by  north  channel. 
Scorpion  and  Osceola  by  middle  channel,  Hist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatuch 
hj  south  channeL 
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The  ffist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatucjc  fired  on  adjacent  keys  while  enter- 
ing, to  clear  out  soldiers.  All  arriving  within  firing  distance  of  Manza- 
nillo  about  same  time,  fire  was  opened  on  shipping  about  8.20  at  long 
range,  the  range  being  reduced  gradually. 

The  following  vessels  were  destroyed:  Gun  vessels  Maria  Ponton, 
Delgado  Per  ado,  Jose  Garcia,  and  Cuba  Hspanol  burned;  also  trans- 
port Gloria  and  merchant  steamer  Purissima  Goncepcidn.  The  Estralia, 
Guantanamo,  Guardien,  and  Sentinel  Delgado  destroyed  and  beached  in 
shallow  water;  perhaps  other  vessels  that  I  do  not  know  of. 

It  was  not  intended  to  do  any  damage  to  the  city,  but  vessels  being 
anchored  close  in,  considerable  injury  was  probably  done  to  water  front 
by  shells  going  high. 

The  Hornet  fired  at  and  is  known  to  have  struck  each  and  all  of  these 
vessels  several  times,  the  aim  of  the  gun  captains  being  remarkably 
good. 

According  to  plans  of  senior  oflQcer,  there  was  to  be  no  attempt  made 
to  reduce  the  shore  batteries,  but  toward  close  of  the  engagement  the 
Hornet,  being  close  in,  was  opened  on  by  them  with  a  vigorous  fixe. 
The  Hornet  returned  same  briskly. 

At  11.20  Wilmington  hoisted  general  recall,  and  all  vessels  retired  by 
same  channels  which  they  entered,  the  Hornet  turning  under  fire  of  the 
batteries. 

The  Hornet  fired  four  hundred  and  twenty -nine  6-pounder  shells,  two 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  1-pounder,  and  sixty  .303  caliber  from  Hotchkiss 
automatic  guns. 

There  was  no  damage  either  to  vessel  or  personnel.  Ammunition 
and  guns  worked  weU.  Wind  west-northwest  and  light.  Sea  smooth. 
Ship  worked  well. 

Ensign  Fewel  commanded  forward  division,  and  had  general  super- 
vision. Ensign  Earle  conned  ship.  Naval  Cadet  Owen  commanded 
after  division. 

Every  ofQcer  and  man  did  his  duty  as  I  understand  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  M.  Helm, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  2f.,  Commanding. 

Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  8.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
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[Participation  In  attack  on  enemy's  vessels  in  Manzanillo  Jnly  18, 1898.} 

TJ.  S.  S.  WOMPATtTCK, 

Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  19, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  article  437,  United  States  Navy  Eegulations, 
I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  vessel  participated  in  the  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  war  vessels  and  shipping  in  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo 
yesterday  with  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet  and 
Osceola. 

Firing  by  our  vessels  began  at  about  7  a.  m.  and  continued  until 
10.30  a.  m. 

This  vessel,  in  company  of  the  Hist  and  Hornet,  entered  the  harbor 
by  the  south  channel. 
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This  vessel  passed  through  the  harbor,  leaving  it  by  the  north  chan- 
nel, having  crossed  the  range  of  the  shore  batteries. 
During  the  engagement  the  following  vessels  were  destroyed,  viz: 

(1)  Gunboats:  Maria  Ponton,  Ustrella,  and  Delgado  Perrado — burned 
and  sunk. 

(2)  Gunboats:  Guantanamo  and  Guardian — forced  ashore  and  de- 
stroyed. 

(3)  Transports:  Gloria  and  Jose  Garcia — ^burned  and  sunk. 

(4)  Supply  steamer  Purissima  Conc&pcidn — burned  and  sunk  at  dock. 
This  vessel  expended  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  3-ponnder  shell  and 

one  hundred  and  one  47™™  shell. 

Forward  3-pounder  gun  mount  sheared  rivets  after  eighteenth  shot 
and  was  thus  disabled. 

No  casualties  or  damages  to  ship. 

The  supply  of  ammunition  is  now  reduced  to  351  rounds  3-poundcr, 
261  of  which  is  armor-piercing,  and  to  133  rounds  47°""  common  shell. 
Ammunition  has  been  required,  but  so  far  none  has  been  obtainable. 

Two  6-pounders,  mounts,  and  ammunition  are  requested  by  this 
vessel. 

Yery  respectfully,  0.  W.  Jttngen, 

Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  N,,  Commanding. 

COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF  TJ.  S.  NAVAL   FOBCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


133692. 


[Beport  of  engagement  at  ManzaniUo,  July  18, 1893.] 


U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Guayabal,  Cuba,  July  19, 1898. 

SiE :  The  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  yesterday  at  Man- 
zaniUo is  respectfully  submitted : 

At  3.20  a.  m.,  July  18,  this  vessel,  in  company  with  the  Wilmington, 
Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatucic,  got  underway  from 
Guayabal  and  headed  for  ManzaniUo.  About  7  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to 
signal,  the  rear  division.  Hist,  Hornet,  and  Wompatucic,  headed  for  the 
southern  entrance  to  ManzaniUo;  the  center  division.  Scorpion  and 
Osceola,  headed  for  the  entrance  between  the  cays  and  abreast  of  Caina- 
mera  Point.  The  leading  division,  Wilmington  and  Helena,  headed  for 
the  northern  entrance.  At  7,30  a.  m.  this  vessel  began  shelUng  the 
cays  on  the  starboard  side  of  entrance;  the  Scorpion  at  the  same  time 
opened  fire  on  the  port  side.  Both  vessels  entered  the  channel  together, 
after  which  the  Scorpion  forged  ahead  and  took  up  a  position  inside 
the  cays.  This  vessel  kept  her  position  to  starboard  or  southward  of 
the  Scorpion  inside  the  cays.  The  Wilmington  and  Helena  had  mean- 
while attained  their  positions  at  the  north  entrance  and  the  Hist,  Hornet, 
and  WompatitcJc  had  arrived  to  southward  of  the  center  division.  Our 
position  brought  us  about  1,000  yards  from  the  nearest  point  of  land, 
and  the  firing  was  maintained  with  the  Gatling  and  6-millimeter  Colt 
at  ranges  varrying  from  1,000  yards  to  1,500  yards  along  the  shore. 
The  6-ponnders  and  3-pounders  were  fired  at  the  enemy's  armed  vessels 
at  ranges  varying  from  1,800  yards  to  3,200  yards.  On  entering  the 
harbor  we  found  the  enemy's  vessels  disposed  as  follows :  Beginning  at 
north  end  of  harbor,  three  transports  were  moored  to  a  wharf  next  a 
gunboat  close  inshore;  then  the  Ponton  Marie;  then  two  gunboats, 
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together  and  close  to  the  wharf;  just  inside  of  Cainamera  Point  lay  the 
fifth  gunboat.  All  of  these  vessels  were  set  on  fire  and  destroyed  except 
three  of  the  gunboats,  that  were  sank  or  stranded.  A  deliberate  fire 
was  maintained  until  the  general  recall  and  signal  to  cease  firing  was 
made  at  11  a.  m.,  with  the  exception  of  fifteen  minutes  allowed  the  crew 
for  coffee  just  after  9  a.  m.  The  gun  captains  did  excellent  shooting. 
The  enemy's  vessels  did  not  offer  much  resistance.  Toward  the  end  of 
the  engagement  this  vessel  closed  in  with  the  Scorpion  on  the  enemy, 
when  he  opened  a  well-sustained  fire  on  us  from  his  shore  batteries. 
No  casualties  occurred.  At  the  end  of  the  engagement  a  careful 
examination  was  made  to  ascertain  if  a  Spanish  flag  could  be  seen. 
We  saw  none. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  L.  Pubcbll, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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[Report  of  engagement  of  Annapolis  &t  Wipe  Bay,  Cnba.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Eate, 

Port  Wipe,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th 
instant,  I  steamed  into  and  took  possession  of  the  Bay  of  Nipe  this 
forenoon,  in  company  with  the  Wasp,  Leyden,  and  Topeka.  The  latter 
vessel  I  found  on  the  blockade  outside. 

Arriving  inside,  we  found  the  Spanish  cruiser  Jorge  Juan  at  anchor 
near  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  After  returning  our  fire  for  a  short 
time  she  began  to  sink,  and  was  soon  after  deserted  by  her  crew.  She 
now  lies  in  6J  fathoms,  the  water  reaching  above  her  hammock  rail. 

Before  we  steamed  in,  Lieutenant-Commander  Cowles,  commanding 
the  U.  8.  S.  Topeka,  told  me  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the  insur- 
gents in  the  neighborhood  that  the  bay  was  held  by  800  Spanish  troops, 
and  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  was  closed  by  30  mines,  electric  and 
contact.  Either  the  water  was  too  deep  or  the  mines  were  out  of  order, 
for  no  explosion  took  place,  although  one  contact  mine  was  seen  float- 
ing on  the  surface  by  the  commanding  offtcer  of  the  Dupont  when  he 
entered  the  harbor. 

Everybody  on  the  ship,  both  ofllcers  and  men,  behaved  well,  the 
crew  firing  the  guns  with  coolness  and  deliberation. 

I  will  forward  the  report  of  the  commanding  officers  of  the  other  ves- 
sels when  they  are  handed  in. 

I  have  received  the  order  to  proceed  to  Cape  San  Juan  with  the  Wasp, 
the  order  to  direct  the  Leyden  to  deliver  instructions  for  the  monitors, 
and  to  then  proceed  to  the  same  place. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  J.  Hunker, 

Commander,  U.  S.  W.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
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[Beport  of  engagement  at  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 

At  Sea,  September  3,  1853. 
SiB:  In  compliance  witli  your  letter  of  August  10,  1898, 1  have  care- 
fully revised  tile  report  upon  the  actiou  at'  Nipe  Bay,  and  respectfully 
return  it  herewith,  with  the  more  specific  information  requested. 

When  1  gave  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  orders 
to  approach  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and  develop  the  strength  of 
the  battery  at  Eoma  Point  under  cover  of  the  heavier  vessels,  each 
was  so  anxious  to  lead,  although  I  had  given  Lieutenant  Ward  orders 
to  do  so,  that  they  raced  forward  at  full  speed  and  drew  ahead  a  mile 
or  more,  or  further  than  I  had  intended,  before  they  were  stopped  by 
the  Jorge  Juan.  They  began  firing  at  4,000  yards,  we  at  6,000  yards, 
five  or  six  minutes  later.  They  therefore  sustained  the  enemy's  fire, 
with  their  comparatively  light  batteries,  for  fully  six  minutes  before 
we  came  within  effective  range.  I  sincerely  hope  that  their  dash  and 
courage  will  be  properly  appreciated  and  well  rewarded. 

I  inclose  the  revised  report  of  the  executive  officer  of  this  ship  and 
the  report  of  the  executive  officer  of  the  Wasp,  which  last  was  received 
some  time  after  I  had  forwarded  my  original  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  Hunker, 
Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  OoMMANDEK  IN  Ohief  U.  S.  Naval  Foeoes, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 
Port  Wipe,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  respectfully  report  that,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  18th 
instant,  the  Annapolis  this  afternoon  steamed  into  and  took  possession 
of  the  Bay  of  Nipe  in  company  with  the  Wasp,  Leyden,  and  TopeTca; 
the  latter  vessel  I  found  on  the  blockade  outside. 

Before  we  entered,  Lieutenant-Commander  Oowles,  commanding  the 
TJ.  S.  8.  Topeka,  reported  that  he  had  been  informed  by  the  insurgents 
in  the  neighborhood  that  the  bay  was  held  by  800  Spanish  troops  5  that 
there  was  a  battery  on  the  bluff'  at  the  entrance;  that  there  were  three 
Spanish  war  vessels  in  the  port — one  third-class  cruiser  and  two  gun- 
boats— and  that  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  was  closed  by  30  mines,  elec- 
trical and  contact.  As  it  turned  out,  in  passing  through  we  were  either 
lucky  enough  to  avoid  them  or  the  mines  were  inefficient,  for  no  explo- 
sion took  place,  although  one  contact  mine  was  found  floating  in  the 
channel  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Bupont  when  he  entered  the 
harbor,  a  few  hours  later,  and  two  were  seen  by  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  Wasp  and  Leyden,  while  on  our  way  out,  moored  from  8  to  10 
feet  below  the  surface — mines  of  the  same  pattern  as  those  found  in 
Guantanamo  Harbor. 

All  preparations  being  completed,  I  sent  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  ahead 
to  reconnoiter  the  battery  on  Eoma  Point,  the  bluff'  to  the  right  of  the 
channel,  with  orders  to  report.  At  12.20  p.  m.,  as  they  neared  the  turn 
in  the  entrance  and  opened  the  bay,  the  Wasp  signaled  "Enemy's 
vessel  in  sight."    The  moment  the  signal  was  made  out  the  Annapolis, 
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directing  tlie  Tojpelca  to  follow,  iucreased  her  speed  and  under  forced  draft 
pushed  rapidly  into  the  harbor.  As  the  Wasp  aTid  Leyden  approached 
Eoma  Point,  they,  at  12.30  p.  m.,  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  earthworks 
visible  there,  developing  the  fact  that  the  guns  had  been  withdrawn. 
As  we  steamed  through  the  channel  after  the  two  leading  vessels,  shots 
were  fired  from  the  6-pounders,  1-pounders,  and  Colt's  automatic  gun 
in  the  top,  to  clear  thebeaches  and  woods  of  sharpshooters,  and  ten  4-inch 
shells  were  fired  at  the  signal  station  battery  on  the  bluflf. 

At  12.45  p.  m.  the  enemy  was  seen  to  open  fire  upon  the  Wasp,  This 
was  at  once  returned  by  both  Wasp  and  Leyden  at  4,000  yards.  Then 
separating,  the  Wasp  moving  to  starboard  and  the  Leyden  to  port, 
apparently  to  clear  the  way  for  our  fire,  they  appeared  to  slow  down  as 
if  waiting  for  the  heavier  vessels.  For  a  short  interval,  from  five  to 
six  minutes,  they  sustained  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  guns  unsupported ; 
but  by  12.51  the  Annapolis  had  cleared  the  channel  and  was  within 
range.  We  promptly  opened  fire  with  the  4-inch  rapid-fire  on  the  fore- 
castle at  6,000  yards,  making  good  practice.  As  we  closed,  all  the  guns 
of  the  port  battery  were  brought  into  play,  fire  being  kept  up  until  the 
action  was  over.  As  we  drew  nearer,  the  enemy's  vessel  was  struck  in 
the  bow  by  a  4-inch  shell  from  the  Annapolis,  causing  her  to  sink.  (See 
also  report  of  commanding  officer  of  Leyden.)  About  this  time  the 
crew  began  deserting  her,  escaping  to  the  shore  and  up  the  Mayari 
River  in  boats,  one  of  them  a  steam  launch.  A  little  later  her  colors 
were  shot  away.  The  Leyden  then,  at  1.15  p.  m.,  signaled  that  the 
enemy  had  surrendered.  The  smoke  from  our  guns  was  so  thick  that  we 
did  not  ourselves  discover  it  at  the  moment,  although  we  were  within 
1,700  yards.  All  the  vessels  ceased  firing,  and  it  was  seen  that  the 
enemy  was  sinking.  Our  last  round  was  fired  at  1.18  p.  m.,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  1,700  yards.  Thirty  4-inch  and  ten  6-pounder  shells  were  fired 
at  her  from  this  ship.  At  1.45  p.  m.  she  went  down,  bows  first,  and  now 
rests  on  the  bottom,  standing  upright  in  6  fathoms  of  water.  She 
could  be  easily  raised. 

The  TopeJca  followed  us  in,  firing  at  the  earthworks  on  Boma  Point 
and  afterwards  at  what  appeared  to  be  a  fort  on  Port  Tobacco;  but  as 
the  three  leading  vessels  lay  between  her  and  the  enemy  she  was  un- 
able at  anytime  to  direct  her  guns  on  the  Spanish  cruiser.  She  remained 
in  the  harbor  until  6  o'clock,  when  she  left  for  Key  West  with  dispatches. 

The  enemy's  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  Bon  Jorge  Juan  (displace 
ment,  935  tons;  draft,  15  feet;  armament,  three  6.2  Palliser  rifles;  two 
3-incli  Krupp  guns,  and  two  revolving  cannon ;  complement,  146  men), 
was  anchored  in  the  bay  3  miles  from  the  entrance  with  no  steam  up, 
and  was  evidently  not  expecting  an  attack.  They  seemed  convinced 
that  the  mines  planted  in  the  channel  leading  into  the  harbor  rendered 
them  safe  from  outside  attack. 

The  Wasp  and  Leyden  were  then  sent  on  a  scouting  expedition.  After 
a  thorough  search  they  returned  and  reported  that  there  were  no  other 
vessels  in  the  bay. 

Although  the  ships  were  exposed  for  some  time  to  a  sharp  rifle  fire 
from  the  Spanish  troops  stationed  on  the  bluff  to  the  right  of  the  en- 
trance and  to  the  fire  of  the  guns  of  the  Jorge  Juan  for  about  thirty 
minutes,  there  were  no  casualties ;  none  of  the  vessels  were  struck.  We 
were  unable  to  learn  the  extent  of  the  enemy's  losses. 

After  the  Dupont  sailed  for  Guantanamo  we  were  told  by  insurgents 
on  shore  that  the  Spaniards  had,  upon  our  appearance  in  the  harbor, 
taken  a  small  gunboat  or  steam  launch,  of  about  60  tons,  armed  with 
two  Nordenfeldt  guns,  up  the  Mayari  Eiver  abreast  the  anchorage,  and 
sunk  her. 
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The  aext  morning  the  mayor  of  Nipe  informed  me  that  all  the  Span- 
ish soldiers  in  the  vicinity,  together  witli  the  crews  of  the  two  vessels, 
had  left  the  bay  the  night  of  our  arrival  and  gone  to  Holguin.  He  told 
me  also  that  he  knew  where  fourteeU  of  the  mines  were  located. 

Upon  leaving  the  port  this  morning  we  could  plainly  see  the  buoys 
and  connections  and  the  signal  ranges  on  shore  marking  the  position 
of  the  torpedoes.  We  counted  twelve  of  them.  These  mines  can  be 
easily  found  and  lifted.  They  lie  in  the  center  of  the  entrance  along 
the  narrow  part  of  the  channel,  and  are  arranged  zigzag.  By  hugging 
the  southern  shore,  as  we  did  in  coming  out,  they  can  be  plainly  seen 
and  readily  avoided. 

I  can  not  too  highly  praise  the  spirit  shown  by  the  commanding  oflQ- 
cers  of  the  Topeka,  Wasp,  and  Leyden  in  taking  their  vessels  through 
the  mine  fields  into  Nipe  Bay,  the  courage  exhibited  by  Lieutenant 
Ward  and  Ensign  Crossly  in  engaging  the  more  heavDy  armed  Spanish 
cruiser,  for  a  time  unsupported,  or  the  eagerness  with  which  the  com- 
manding ofiftcers  of  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  thanked  me  when  I  gave  them 
the  order  to  enter.  Sucli  zeal  and  courage  deserve  special  commenda- 
tion and  reward. 

On  board  the  Annapolis  Lieutenant  Mentz,  the  executive  officer,  who 
most  coolly  and  effectively  directed  the  gun  fire,  and  Lieutenant  Bousli, 
the  navigator,  who  skillfully  conned  the  ship  through  the  channel  and 
into  action,  deserve  special  commendation,  and  their  services  will,  I 
hope,  be  rewarded.  Everybody  on  board,  both  officers  and  men, 
behaved  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  courage,  and  all  deserve  the 
greatest  praise. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  J.  Hunker, 

Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Foecbs, 

Xortli  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 
Newport,  R.  I.,  September  6, 1898. 
Sib  :  I  forward  herewith  Lieutenant  Mentz's  report  of  the  action  at 
Hipe  Bay,  Cuba,  overlooked  in  sending  the  other  reports  yesterday. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  J.  Hunker, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 
At  Sea,  off  Cape  Fear,  North  Carolina,  September  Z,  1898. 

Sib:  My  report  of  the  engagement  of  this  vessel  with  the  Spanish  cruiaer  Don 
Jorge  Juan  on  July  21,  1898,  having  heen  returned  to  me  for  revision,  with  instruc- 
tions to  be  more  explicit,  particularly  as  to  times  and  distances,  I  have  the  honor  to 
Bubmit  the  following  supplementary  report: 

At  12.20  p.  m.  this  vessel  went  to  general  quarters.  We  had  then  entered  the  bay 
and  were  not  more  than  1  mUe  astern  of  the  leading  vessels,  the  Leyden  and  Wasp, 
and  were  close  to  the  Topeka.  We  at  that  time  (12.20  p.  m.)  were  steaming  at  full 
speed,  and  the  speed  was  not  decreased  until  we  were  less  than  2,000  yards  from  the 
Jorge  Juan.  We  opened  fire  at  the  beaches  and  bluffs  when  opposite  Punta  Roma 
with  No.  5  gun,  and  at  an  elevation  of  1,500  yards,  at  12.30  p.  m. 

When  nearly  opposite  Punta  de  la  Saetia,  2  miles  farther  on,  I  saw  the  Jorge  Jimn 
open  fire  ou  tlie  Wasp,  which  vessel  was  inside  of  the  harbor  on  the  starboard  side 
of  the  channel  about  1  mile  ahead  of  us,  and  apparently  stopped  or  slowed  down. 
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The  Leyden  was  also  inside  of  the  harbor,  about  the  same  distance  ofiF,  on  the  port  side 
of  the  channel.     She  also  had  apparently  stopped.    Time,  12.45  p.  m. 

We  were  at  this  time,  when  the  Jorge  Juan  opened  fire,  about  3  miles  from  that 
vessel  and  within  range  of  our  4-inch  guns,  so  I  ordered  the  gun  captains  to  fire  on 
her  at  an  elevation  of  6,000  yards.  As  soon  as  the  forecastle  gun  was  aimed  it  was 
fired,  and  the  shell  fell  close  to  the  enemy's  ship.  This  was  before  he  had  tired  his 
second  shot,  and  was  about  12.49  p.  m. 

From  this  time  (12.49  p.  m.)  the  4-inch  and  the  6-ponnder  guns  of  the  port  battery 
fired  rapidly,  bat  with  careful  aim,  at  the  Jorge  Juan,  each  gun  discharging  shell  as 
follows  (the  firing  was  excellent):  No.  6  (4-inch  gun),  four  shell;  No.  5  (4-inch bow 
gun),  twenty -one  shell;  No.  4  (4-inch  gun),  one  shell;  No.  2  (4-iuch  gun),  four  shell; 
No.  1  (6  pounder,  port),  ten  shell.  The  remainder  of  the  ammunition  expended  was 
fired  at  the  bluffs  and  at  the  beaches.  We  ceased  firing  at  1.18  p.  m.,  when  within 
2,000  yards  of  the  Jorge  Juan,  the  last  elevation  of  sights  being  1,700  yards. 

I  add  a  list  of  the  officers  and  their  stations,  having  neglected  to  do  so  in  my 
previous  report : 

Lieut.  G.  J.  Boush,  U.  S.  N.,  navigator,  on  the  bridge  and  in  the  top. 

Lieut.  6.  W.  Kline,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  ammunition  supply. 

Ensign  H.  J.  Ziegemeier,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  the  first  and  second  divisions  of 
guns  on  the  gun  deck. 

Ensign  J.  T.  Tompkins,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  the  third  division  of  guns  on  the 
spar  deck. 

P.  A.  Engineer  G.  E.  Salisbury,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  engine. 

Asst.  Paymaster  J.  Fyffe,  U.  S.  N.,  in  charge  of  after  part  of  powder  division,  as  an 
assistant  to  Lieutenant  Kline. 

Cadets  Sales,  Matthews,  and  Lewis,  assistants  to  ensign  Ziegemeier  on  the  gun 
deck. 

Cadet  Miller,  assistant  to  Ensign  Tompkins  on  the  spar  deck. 

Asst.  Surg.  S.  B.  Palmer,  U.  S.  N.,  sick  bay. 

The  officers  in  charge  of  the  divisions  have  at  all  times  cheerfully  aided  me  in  the 
execution  of  my  duties,  and  the  excellent  firing  and  general  efficiency  of  the  crew 
is  largely  due  to  their  valuable  assistance. 

My  original  report  is  hereto  attached. 

Very  respectfully,  6.  W.  Mbntz, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Annapolis. 


U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  3d  Rate, 

Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  SI,  1898. 

SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  this 
vessel  this  afternoon  with  the  Spanish  cruiser  Jorge  Juan. 

Although  the  ship  is  more  or  less  cleared  for  action  at  all  times,  there  are  still  many 
things  to  be  done  just  before  going  into  action  which  take  up  time,  and  the  ship  was 
thoroughly  cleared  in  the  morning  watch. 

During  the  forenoon  and  when  still  some  distance  from  Nipe  Bay,  orders  were  given 
the  Leyden  and  Wasp  to  reconnoiter,  and  at  12.20  p.  m.  these  vessels  having  entered 
so  far  that  they  could  see  past  Roma  Point  up  the  bay,  signaled  "  Enemy's^vessel  in 
sight." 

Our  crew  was  at  dinner.     The  alarm  for  "General  quarters"  was  at  once  sounded 
and  In  an  instant  all  were   at  their  stations,  the   guns  having  been    previously 
provided. 

We  went  alongside  the  Topeha  and  the  commanding  officer  gave  to  that  vessel  the 
order  to  "Follow  me."  Being  asked  by  the  Topelca  if  he  saw  "that  vessel  astern," 
the  commanding  officer  replied:  "No;  follow  me,  sir;"  and  we  started  ahead  full 


The  vessel  astern  proved  to  be  the  U.  S.  S.  Panther,  but  in  the  repetition  of  this 
order  "  Follow  me,  sir,"  there  was  the  acceptance  of  a  possible  danger  astern  and  of 
a  known  and  hidden  danger  immediately  in  front  (torpedoes  and  mines),  and  it 
inspired  both  officers  and  crew  with  confidence  and  enthusiasm,  and  a  determination 
to  cheerfully  follow  where  the  commanding  officer  would  lead;  and,  sir,  you  have 
^ust  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  zeal,  coolness,  and  eagerness  to  do  their  duty  displayed 
ay  your  subordinates  upon  this  occasion,  when  they  knew  that  they  might  be  blown 
up  at  any  moment. 

As  we  passed  through  the  channel  where  the  mines  were,  the  1-pounder  rapid-fire 
and  Colt's  automatic-gun  in  the  top,  and  the  sharpshooters  on  deck,  the  two  6-pounder8 
on  each  side  of  the  gun  deck,  and  the  remaining  l-pounder  on  the  spar  deck  shelled 
the  beaches  on  each  side  to  disconcert  any  of  the  enemy  statioued  tliere  to  explode 
the  mines,  while  all  the  4-incli  guns  directed  their  lire  higher  up  on  the  bluffs. 
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A  flag  liaving  been  hoisted  high  up  on  the  bluff  at  Roma  Point,  a  fe-w  well-aimed 
shell  were  exploded  there,  and  the  vicinity  was  quickly  deserted.  So  also  were  the 
beaches  lower  down,  and  the  enemy's  musketry  fire  proved  but  a  feeble  resistance  to 
our  passage.    No  mines  exploded. 

Passing  Eoma  Point,  the  Waap  and  Leyden  already  in  position  on  each  side  of  the 
channel,  with  a  clear  passage  ahead  for  this  vessel,  the  enemy's  vessel  was  seen  to 
open  fire.     Her  shell  fell  short. 

We  had  now  come  within  range  of  our  4-inch  guns.  Keeping  the  enemy  a  little 
on  our  port  bow,  No.  5  gun  was  fired  with  deliberation,  and  as  we  were  approaching 
at  full  speed  the  distance  was  decreasing  rapidly ;  so  its  captain.  Boatswain  Mate 
Moran,  soon  did  excellent  firing. 

The  enemy  then  directed  his  fire  at  this  vessel,  but  all  his  shot  fell  short  and  no 
damage  was  done  to  this  vessel. 

It  was  seen  that  he  was  caught  unprepared;  he  was  at  anchor,  with  no  springs  on 
his  chain,  had  his  awnings  spread,  his  main  yard  across,  the  fore  and  mizzen  toii- 
masts  housed,  boats  lowered  alongside,  and  was  getting  up  steam,  smoke  issuing 
from  his  smokestack.  He  was  headed  out  and  could  only  use  some  of  his  guns,  and 
was  in  an  almost  perfect  position  to  be  raked. 

Having  decreased  our  distance  from  2,500  yards  to  2,000  yards,  the  helm  was  pjit 
to  port,  and  all  the  port  guns  brought  to  bear  and  fired.  Afterwards  it  was  seen 
that  his  flag  was  down,  though  his  pennant  still  flew  at  the  main.     We  ceased  firing. 

The  enemy  was  sinking,  and  boats  from  all  our  vessels  were  at  once  lowered  and 
sent  to  her.  She  sank  slowly,  going  down  first  by  the  head  with  a  heavy  list  to 
port,  and  finally  settled  upright  in  6  fathoms. 

When  our  boats  arrived  there  was  no  living  person  on  board;  her  men  were  seen 
in  their  boats  pulling,  and  some  swimming,  to  the  shore  on  her  starboard  side.  They 
were  not  pursued,  being  far  in  the  lead  and  making  up  the  river. 

The  enemy's  ship  proved  to  be  the  Don  Jorge  Juan.  Her  dimensions,  taken  from 
Notes  of  the  Navies  of  Lesser  European  and  South  American  States  (Office  of 
Naval  Intelligence,  Navy  Department,  August,  1887,  confidential)  are:  Displacement, 
935  tons;  length  between  perpendiculars,  203  feet  5  inches;  breadth,  29  feet  7 
inches ;  draft,  11  feet  forward,  15  feet  aft ;  ram  bow.  Armament,  three  6.3  M.  L.  K., 
Palliaer^-one  on  forecastle,  one  on  each  side  on  sponsons ;  two  3-inch  Krupp  guns — 
one  on  each  quarter;  and  two  revolving  cannon.  One  of  the  Krnpp  guns  is  now 
aboard  the  Annapolis.  Weight  of  fire  in  pounds,  ahead,  240;  broadside,  160; 
astern, . 

Her  complement,  from  the  same  authority,  is  146  men ;  number  of  officers  not  given, 
but  from  papers  recovered  from  the  wreck  the  total  complement  is  157  officers  and 
men. 

The  Wasp  and  Leyden  were  sent  up  farther  in  the  bay,  around  Point  de  Tabaca, 
and  upon  their  return  the  battery  was  secured.  In  the  meantime  (at  2.40  p.  m.)  this 
vessel  was  anchored  in  6  fathoms,  with  30  fathoms  on  port  chain,  ready  for  slipping. 

The  service  of  ammunition  and  the  firing  on  board  this  vessel  was  excellent.  Two 
of  our  4-inch  shells  were  seen  to  hit  the  enemy's  bow,  and  were  the  cause  of  her  sink- 
ing. These  shots  were  from  Nos.  2  and  5  guns.  No.  4  gun  also  did  excellent  shooting, 
and  all  the  guns  were  well  served  and  aimed.  In  all  there  were  86  shots  fired — forty 
4-inch  rapid-fire,  twenty-two  6-ponnders,  and  twenty-four  1-pounder. 

None  of  my  subordinates  deserve  censure,  and  all  deserve  praise ;  but  I  wish  to  call 
your  attention  particularly  to  the  follow  i  ng-named  men  and  to  commend  them  to  your 
favorable  consideration,  who,  by  their  firing,  added  much  to  onr  success,  and  by  their 
coolness  and  zeal  were  constant  examples  of  devotion  to  duty  to  the  remainder  of 
the  crew.  If  it  is  possible  to  reward  them,  I  would  recommend  that  it  be  done  in  a 
substantial  manner  and  as  follows:  Moran,  Henry,  boatswain's  mate,  first  class; 
Nitschke,  Albert,  boatswain's  mate,  second  class,  be  given  permanent  appointments 
in  the  ratings  in  which  they  are  serving  at  present;  Ryan,  Francis,  corporal,  U.  S.  M.  C, 
to  be  rated  sergeant.  Ryan  has  had  charge  of  the  guard  since  almost  the  first  day 
the  marines  came  on  board.  He  is  much  respected  by  the  men  and  is  a  compe- 
tent man. 

Some  articles  of  daily  use  that  must  be  placed  below  where  they  are  less  likely  to 
catch  fire  or  do  damage  as  splinters,  should  not  exist  on  board  ship  in  time  of  war, 
much  as  they  add  to  the  comfort  of  the  crew  and  officers.  I  refer  to  such  articles  as 
ditty  boxes,  mess  tables,  and  benches.  Ditty  bags  and  mess  cloths  should  be  sub- 
stituted for  them  in  time  of  war.  Of  course  such  articles  could  be  thrown  overboard, 
but  that,  too,  takes  time,  and  it  is  hardly  right  to  destroy  articles  usually  kept  in  a 
ditty  box — articles  of  much  value  to  the  owner,  though  of  no  intrinsic  value.  Lock- 
ers for  the  maiines  and  chief  petty  officers  take  time  to  knock  down  and  throw 
overboard,  and  for  war  times  could  be  dispensed  with,  and  there  would  still  remain 
on  board  sufficient  wood — indispensable  wood — to  give  anxiety  about  fire  and  splin- 
ters, and  detract  from  the  service  of  the  guns,  which  should  have  the  undivided 
attention  of  their  crews  and  officers. 


272  BUREAU    OF   NAVIGATION. 

This  vessel  could  be  made  more  efficient  in  the  protection  of  the  machinery  by  a 
plating  of  1  inch  thickness  outside  of  the  wardroom  pantry,  abreast  of  which  the 
engine  above  the  water  line  is  exposed.  There  are  no  coal  bunkers  here,  and  the 
pantry  was  packed  with  tightly  lashed  hammocks  from  deck  to  deck.  A  plating  a 
foot  or  even  2  feet  deep  and  1  inch  thick  around  the  bottom  of  the  engine-room  hatch 
on  the  gun  deck  would  be  a  protection  for  the  tops  of  the  cylinders.  I  had  at  this 
point,  on  the  starboard  side,  wetted  hammocks,  four  hammocks  deep  and  six  high, 
bound  tightly  together,  and  on  the  port  side  some  kentledge,  4  inches  in  the  square. 
I  have  now  added  to  this  side  the  3-inch  Krupp  gun  taken  from  the  Jorge  Juan.  I 
had  previously  calculated  what  one  of  the  bower  chains  would  do  for  protection  at 
this  point,  and  found  it  insufficient,  so  adopted  the  method  mentioned. 

In  my  report  of  the  action  at  Baracoa,  your  attention  was  called  to  the  useless- 
ness  of  the  forward  6-pounders,  No.  1  guns,  as  now  placed,  in  a  seaway.  To-day  the 
water  was  smooth  and  these  guns  did  good  service,  but  they  could  be  relied  upon  to 
give  good  service  at  all  times,  in  rough  sea  as  well  as  in  smooth  water,  if  they  were 
mounted  on  the  spar  deck. 

The  gun  ports  for  the  waist  6-pounders,  No.  3  guns,  are  so  small  it  is  impossible 
to  point  (aim)  the  guns  quickly;  it  is  difficult  to  see  the  target,  and  althongh  these 
are  rapid-fire  guns,  they  can  not  be  served  as  such. 

The  battery  worked  satisfactorily  in  other  respects. 

Very  respectfully,  G.  W.  Mentz, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Annapolis. 
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[Eeport  of  operations  of  Wasp  at  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba.] 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp, 
Port  Mpe,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898. 

Sir:  At  11.40  this  a.  m.,  oeing  then  about  9  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
the  entrance  of  Port  Mpe,  I  received  verbal  orders  from  you  to  lead 
into  that  port,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  8.  Ley  den,  to  examine  the  bay 
and  to  return,  U.  S.  S,  Topelca  and  the  vessel  under  your  command 
being  designated  to  cover  the  approaches. 

The  U.  S.  8.  Leyden  having  already  received  her  instructions  and 
proceeded,  we  started  ahead  at  full  speed  for  the  bay;  met  and  passed 
the  Leyden  at  12.20.  Immediately  afterwards  observed  a  Spanish  cruiser 
at  anchor  in  the  bay  about  4J  miles  from  the  signal  station  at  the 
entrance. 

Made  general  signal  "the  enemy  is  seen  ahead,"  which  was  repeated 
to  you  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Topeka,  and  proceeded,  firing  three  shots  at  the 
signal  station,  which  was  making  signals  to  the  enemy's  vessel  and 
which  then  ceased  signaling. 

At  12.44  the  enemy's  vessel  opened  fire  upon  us,  which  was  imme- 
diately returned  at  4,500  yards  range;  continued  at  a  speed  of  8  knots 
into  the  bay,  closely  followed  by  the  U.  8.  8.  Leyden,  and  gradually 
reducing  the  range  trom  3,500  yards  to  1,600  yards.  The  practice  made 
by  Chief  Gunner's  Mate  James  Luvin  and  Boatswain's  Mate  (first  class) 
A.  E.  Weckstrom  was  exceptionally  good,  hits  being  frequent;  the 
Spaniard  returning  the  fire  at  intervals  of  about  three  minutes  with 
his  largest  (bow)  gun,  his  practice  being  good  as  to  range  only.  Dur- 
ing the  firing  observed  the  U.  8.  8.  Annapolis  and  U.  S.  S.  TopeJca  enter- 
ing the  harbor  in  our  wake  and  opening  upon  the  enemy. 

At  1.12  the  enemy's  colors  disappeared.  Made  general  signal  "the 
enemy  has  surrendered"  immediately  afterwards  and  ceased  firing  at 
the  ship,  opening  fire  with  the  starboard  bow  gun  upon  Point  de  Tobaco. 

At  1.21  observed  the  enemy  to  be  sinking  and  made  general  signal 
"Interrogatory,  permission  to  board 'J"    Answer,  negative. 
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Closed  in  upon  the  sinking  vessel,  which  proved  to  be  the  cruiser  JDon 
Jorge  Juan,  and  which  sunk  at  1.42  p.  m. 

Proceeded  thereafter  in  company  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Leyden,  making  a 
thorough  examination  of  the  southern  and  western  part  of  the  bay. 
Keturned  at  6.45  and  reported  to  you  verbally  in  obedience  to  signal. 
At  7.30  anchored  for  the  night  in  Port  Nipe. 

I  beg  to  commend  Lieut.  Eoger  Welles,  jr.,  TJ.  S.  N.,  and  the  oflcers 
of  this  ship  for  their  zeal  and  gallant  behavior  in  action.  The  conduct 
of  the  crew  was  fully  up  to  the  United  States  Navy  standard. 

Expended  163  rounds  of  6-pounder  ammunition. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  a  memorandum  of  the  various  evolutions  from 
the  moment  of  going  to  quarters  to  time  of  return  from  examination  of 
bay;  also  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  on  board  at  time  of  action. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Aaeon  Waed, 
Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Commander  J.  J.  Hunker,  U.  8.  TS., 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Annapolis,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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[Keport  of  operations  in  Nipe  Bay.] 

[Inclosure  A.} 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp, 
Port  Nipe,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898. 

MEMORANDUM  Or  TIMES  TO  ACCOMPANY  REPORT  ON  ACTION  OE  THIS  DATE. 

P.M. 

12.12.  All  hands  to  quarters. 

12.26.  Touched  bottom  slightly  SE.  of  Pta  Eoma. 

12.28.  Made  general  signal,  "The  enemy  is  seen  ahead." 

12.30.  Fired  first  shot  at  500  yards  at  Eoma  signal  station. 

12.31.  Second  shot. 
12.40.  Slow  speed. 

12.44.  Half  speed  (8  to  9  knots) ;  enemy's  vessel  opened  fire. 

12.45.  Opened  fire  on  enemy's  vessel,  4,500  yards. 
12.47.  Enemy  fired. 

12.50.  Enemy  fired  again. 

12.56.  Eange  3,500  yards  (too  far). 

12.57.  Eange  3,000  yards  (smoke  interfering  greatly). 

12.58.  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis  and  Toptka  firing  at  Eoma  signal  station. 

1.00.  Eange  2,500  yards. 

1.01.  Eange  2,300  yards. 
1.06.  Eange  1,600  yards. 

1.11.  Enemy  fired.* 

1.12.  Enemy's  colors  down. 

1.13.  Stopped;  enemy  distant  1,200  yards. 

1.16.  Made  general  signal,  "The  enemy  has  surrendered." 

1.17.  Ceased  firing  on  enemy's  vessel. 
1.19.  Hauled  down  signal. 

1.19.  Going  ahead  slow. 

1.21.  Opened  fire  on  Point  de  Tobaoo. 

1.27.  Enemy  sinking; "made  signal,  " Int. permission  to  board  the  enemy." 

1.30.  Answered  negative;  hauled  down  signal ;  stopped. 

1.33.  Went  ahead  slow. 

1.34.  Ceased  firing  at  Point  de  Tobaoo. 

1.35.  Spanish  gunboat  sinking;  stopped. 

*  Mistake. 
5898 18 
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1.38.  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis'  boat  away. 
1.38.  U.  S.  S.  Leyden'i  boat  away. 

1.40.  Spanish  gunboat  sinking  fast. 

1.41.  Leyden'a  boat  secures  Spanish  flag. 

1.42.  Spanish  gunboat  sinks. 

1.43.  Spanish  gunboat  boarded  by  boats  of  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis  and  Teyden. 

2.44.  Proceeded  up  the  harbor  in  obedience  to  orders  from  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  Leyden 

following. 
3.25.  Slowed  down. 
4.00.  Encircling  the  harbor,  with  Leyden  in  company. 

5.45.  Ketnmed;  spoke  .^nnopoZis;  commanding  officer  went  on  board  that  vessel. 
Very  respectfully, 

Aaron  Ward. 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 


137725. 


[Report  of  action  "with  Spanish  crnieer  Don  Jorge  Juan] 


U.  S.  S.  Wasp, 
Port  Nipe,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  article  No.  525,  U.  S.  Naval  Regulations,  1896,  I  submit 
the  following  report  of  the  action  with  the  cruiser  Don  Jorge  Juan  on  July  21,  1898: 

At  12.12  p.  m.,  the  ship  being  cleared  for  action,  all  hands  were  called  to  quarters. 
At  12.26  the  ship  touched  bottom  slightly,  well  aft,  on  a  ledge  making  out  from  Point 
Roma,  but  after  a  careful  examination  of  her  inner  bottom,  no  damage  whatever  was 
discovered. 

Upon  opening  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Port  Nipe,  a  Spanish  gunboat  was 
made  out  lying  at  anchor  off  and  beyond  Mangles  Point.  General  signal  "  The 
enemy  is  seen  ahead "  was  immediately  hoisted  and  repeated  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Topeka 
to  the  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis. 

The  ship  then  continued  into  the  inner  harbor  at  about  8  knots  speed.  As  we 
passed  through  the  narrow  channel  leading  into  the  harbor,  signals  were  noticed 
flying  from  the  station  on  Point  Roma.  Gun  No.  1  of  the  first  division  was  ordered 
to  fire  at  the  flag  pole  at  a  range  of  500  yards.  The  first  shot  was  fired  at  12.30,  and 
three  shots  in  all  were  fired.  There  being  no  return  fire  and  the  signaling  having 
ceased,  no  more  shots  were  fired.  At  12.44,  when  well  within  the  harbor,  the  gun- 
boat opened  fire  with  his  forecastle  gun,  a  shell  falling  a  little  aft  of  our  port  beam, 
to  the  southward  and  beyond  the  Leyden.  Our  port  forward  gun  was  ordered  to  fire 
on  the  enemy  at  extreme  elevation,  4,500  yards.  The  first  shots  were  seen  to  go  over 
the  enemy  and  the  range  was  at  once  reduced  to  4,000  yards.  At  12.47  and  12.50  the 
enemy  was  seen  to  fire  the  same  forecastle  gun.  As  far  as  could  be  made  out  from 
this  ship  no  other  gun  was  used  by  her. 

This  vessel  continued  up  the  bay  on  course  west-northwest  (magnetic),  the  range 
being  reduced  gradually  to  1,600  yards,  the  port  guns  always  bearing  upon  the  enemy 
and  were  the  only  ones  used,  the  smoke  from  our  guns  interfering  greatly  with  the 
firing. 

At  12.58  the  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis  and  U.  S.  S.  Topeka  were  seen  entering  the  channel 
leading  into  the  harbor  and  opening  fire  on  the  signal  station  at  Point  Koma.  Some 
of  the  shells  from  the  Topeka  a  gnus  passed  over  the  hills  and  fell  rather  near  this 
ship  on  her  starboard  beam.  Soon  after  the  Annapolis  opened  tire  on  the  gunboat 
and,  later  still,  the  Topeka. 

At  1  o'clock  it  was  observed  by  some  on  this  ship  that  the  crew  of  the  Spanish 
gunboat  were  leaving  the  ship  and  making  for  the  entrance  of  Mayari  Kiver.  1  also 
noticed  that  the  enemy  had  ceased  firing  at  about  1.02.  From  1  o'clofk.  Mangles 
Point  bearing  on  the  port  beam,  the  course  of  this  ship  was  changed  rapidly  to  port 
(toward  the  enemy)  until  we  ceased  firing  at  distance  of  l,60ii  yards,  alwavs  keeping 
both  port  guns  beariny;  on  the  enemy.  At  1.12  thi-  enemy's  colors  were  seen  to  fall 
and  at  the  same  time  it  was  noticed  from  this  ship  that  tiie  gunboat  took  a  decided 
list  to  port. 

At  1.16  made  general  signal  "The  enemy  has  surrendered," and  at  1.17  we  ceased 
firing.  We  then  headed  for  the  Spaniard  and  opened  tire  with  our  starboard  bow 
gun  on  Point  de  Tabaco.  At  1.27,  seeing  that  the  enemy  was  settling  forward  rap- 
idly, and  hoping  to  save  her,  made  "  Int.  permission  to  board  the  enemy,"  which  was 
promptly  answered  by  the  negative.  We  steamed  slowly  toward  the  sinking  gun- 
boat, and  at  1.42  she  sunk.  At  2.44,  in  obedience  to  verbal  orders  fmm  the  Annapo- 
lis, we  proceeded  to  examine  caiefully,  in  company  with  the  Leyden,  the  head  of  the 
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harbor  and  all  indentations.  During  this  examination  of  the  harbor  fiTe  empty- 
wooden  shell  boxes  were  counted  by  me,  which  leavee  me  to  believe  that  the  enemy 
fired  but  5  or  6  shots  from  her  bow  gun.  As  our  record  shows  she  fired  this  gun  once 
in  three  minutes,  it  is  probable  that  her  last  shot  wag  fired  before  1  o'clock:.  The 
conduct  and  behavior  of  all  the  officers  and  crew  deserve  every  commendation  and 
praise. 

Very  respectfully, 

BoaxR  Wbixhs,  Jr., 
Lieutenant,  JJ.  S,  N.,  and  Executive  Officer, 
Lieut.  Aahon  Ward,  0.  S.  N., 

Commanding  JJ.  S.  S.  Wa»p. 


140757. 

[Boiaeeta  Mimetloii  of  noord  of  actt<»  at  mpe  Bay  Jnly  21.] 

lifAVY  DBPABTMENT, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  September  22, 1898, 
Ste  :  Upon  arrival  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp  at  Hampton  Eoads,  Yirginia, 
September  20,  1898,  I  was  famished  with  a  copy  of  the  amended  report 
of  Commander  J.  J.  Hunker,  U.  S.  F.,  dated  "  U.  8.  S.  AnnapoUs  at 
sea,  September  3, 1898,"  and  relating  to  the  participation  of  the  afore- 
said vessel  under  my  command  in  the  action  at  Nipe  Bay  on  July  21, 
current  year. 
In  this  report  the  following  passage  occurs : 

When  I  gave  the  commanding  officers  of  the  Wasp  and  Leyde/n  orders  to  approach 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and  develop  the  strength  of  the  battery  at  Boma  Point 
under  cover  of  the  heavier  vessels,  each  was  so  anxious  to  lead,  etc. 

In  my  own  report  upon  this  action,  dated  July  21, 1898,  at  Port  Mpe, 
my  statement  is  as  follows: 

I  received  verbal  orders  from  you  to  lead  into  that  port,  accompanied  by  the  U.  S.  S. 
Leyden,  to  examine  the  bay  and  to  return. 

To  be  more  specific,  when  I  went  alongside  of  the  Annapolis  to  receive 
my  orders  on  the  morning  of  July  21,  Commander  Hunker's  exact 
words  were,  as  far  as  I  remember  them:  ''I  want  you  and  the  Leyden 
to  go  in  and  examine  that  bay.  The  Topeka  and  this  vessel  will  cover 
the  approaches,"  or  "cover  the  point."  I  replied, "  Shall  I  lead?"  Com- 
mander Hunker  said,  "What  is  that?"  I  repeated,  "I  am  the  senior 
oflflcer;  may  I  lead?"  To  which  he  replied,  "Tes."  I  thereupon  pro- 
ceeded at  the  utmost  speed  to  overhaul  the  Leyden,  which  had  already 
received  her  orders  and  proceeded,  and  which  at  that  time  was  2  or  3 
miles  ahead  of  me.  For  subsequent  events  please  see  my  official 
report. 

The  Department  will  no  doubt  appreciate  the  great  difference  which 
it  makes  in  my  professional  record,  and,  what  is  more  important,  in  the 
record  of  my  ship  and  crew,  to  have  it  established  that  we  knowingly 
and  gladly  obeyed  orders  directing  us  to  proceed  in  broad  daylight  over 
a  known  mine  field,  from  which  we  had  orders  to  remove  the  torpedoes, 
and  at  the  end  of  which  we  were  met  by  a  hostile  vessel,  much  superior 
in  force  to  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  combined,  but  which  we  nevertheless 
concluded  to  engage  unsupported. 

If  it  is  impossible. to  reconcile  the  difference  between  Commander 
Hunker's  statement  and  my  own  in  any  other  way,  then,  in  order  to  find 
out  just  what  orders  I  did  receive,  I  would  request  that  the  testimony 
of  any  one  of  the  men  named  in  the  inclosed  list  be  obtained  in  support 
of  what  I  believe  to  be  correct.    The  orders  from  Commander  Hunker 
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were  given  by  megaphone,  and  I  have  ascertained  by  inqniry  that  the 
men  I  name  heard  the  orders  given.  I  did  not  consider  it  proper  to 
inquire  what  they  had  heard. 

In  addition  to  the  members  of  the  crew  mentioned  in  my  list,  I  would 
also  refer,  if  necessary,  to  the  officers  who  were  under  my  command  at 
that  time,  and,  for  corroboration,  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Leyden, 
who  state  that  they  received  orders  to  go  into  the  bay  and  over  the  tor- 
pedoes substantially  identical  with  mine. 

Very  respectfully,  Aaron  Wakd, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  -AT.,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wasp. 

The  Sbcrbtart  op  the  Navy. 

(The  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation.) 


[Inclosnre  A.] 

List  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  XT.  S.  5.  Wasp  who  state  that  they  heard  the  orders  given  hy 
Commander  Bunker,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Annapolis,  by  megaphone  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Wasp  on  July  SI,  1898,  about  11.40  a.  m.,  9  miles  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  entrance  to  Nipe  Bay. 


K"am6. 

Bate. 

'Same. 

Bate. 

C.M.-a.-A. 
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C  P 

W.E.  S. 

F.  I.  Kaplinger 

W  E.C. 

E.E.Prest 

M.  att. 
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[Keport  of  engagement  at  Nipe  Bay.] 

U.  S.  S.  TOPEKA, 
Making  Passage  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  July  22,  1898. 

Sir:  Since  the  Maple  left  me,  day  before  yesterday  at  daylight, 
changes  have  come  rapidly,  and  I  am  now  on  my  way  to  Key  West 
with  dispatches  for  you. 

The  morning  of  the  21st,  I  sighted  three  steamers  headed  from  the 
sea  toward  my  station.  Upon  exchanging  numbers  I  found  them  to 
be  the  Annapolis,  Commander  Hunker;  the  converted  yacht.  Wasp, 
Lieutenant  Ward;  and  the  tug  Leyden,  Ensign  Crosley. 

Upon  going  on  board  the  Annapolis,  in  obedience  to  orders,  the  cap- 
tain showed  me  orders  fiom  the  commander  in  chief,  North  Atlantic 
fleet,  to  take  Port  Nipe,  the  idea  being  that  it  was  to  be  held  as  a  base 
instead  of  Santiago  and  vicinity. 

I  told  him  all  I  knew  of  the  place,  and  we  went  in  at  once  and  cap- 
tured the  place  with  little  or  no  opposition.    We  found  no  mines,  and 
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the  gunboat  Jorge  Juan,  after  firing  a  few  shots  from  her  anchorage, 
was  deserted  by  her  crew,  scuttled  [on]  purpose  or  sunk  by  our  fire,  as 
we  hit  her  several  times. 

We  then  anchored,  after  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  had  searched  the  inner 
harbor.  Santiago  having  fallen,  and  all  of  eastern  Cuba  having  sur- 
rendered, may  have  induced  such  a  feeble  defense. 

Before  anchoring,  some  shell  were  thrown  into  the  barracks  or  fort 
near  the  town,  as  they  appeared  to  be,  and  shortly  after  a  white  flag 
was  hoisted  in  the  town,  and  the  Annapolis  hoisted  the  same. 

As  we  steamed  in  we  exchanged  numbers  with  the  Prairie.  She  did 
not  come  in,  but  sent  in  by  the  Dupont  (which  came  into  Port  Mpe  just 
as  we  anchored)  the  inclosed  communication  for  you;  and  in  obedience 
to  her  orders  I  got  underway  and  stood  out  at  sunset.  Passing  near 
the  Prairie  outside,  I  exchanged  numbers  with  her  and  asked  permis- 
sion to  proceed. 

I  tried  to  discover  what  the  Bupont  came  for,  but  all  they  said  was 
that  Nipe,  as  a  base,  was  changed. 

To-day  I  have  met  the  Puritan,  the  Cincinnati,  the  Terror,  and  the 
Detroit,  all  bound  east. 

My  expenditure  of  ammunition  was  fifty  4-inch  and  thirty-three 
3-pounders.    There  were  no  casualties. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  S.  Cowles, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

Blockading  Squadron,  North  Coast  of  Cuba, 


139189. 

[Seport  of  operations  of  the  Leyden  at  Nipe  Bay.] 

U.  S.  8.  Leyden, 
Bay  of  Nipe,  Cuba,  July  21, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  duty  per- 
formed by  this  vessel  under  your  orders  this  day  at  this  place: 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  approached  the  entrance  to  this  bay, 
closely  followed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp,  and  entered  it  at  11.30  a.  m. 
The  first  indication  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  was  from  the  high  hill 
to  the  right  of  the  first  turn  in  the  channel,  where  a  blockhouse  and 
signal  station  were  seen.  Several  signals  were  made,  as  follows:  An 
American  flag  was  hoisted  and  quickly  run  down ;  a  black  ball  or  shape, 
surmounted  by  a  red  pennant,  was  next  run  up ;  this  was  quickly  run 
down,  and  the  same  shape,  surmounting  a  square  blue  flag,  replaced  it; 
this  was  in  turn  replaced  by  a  Spanish  flag  with  the  same  ball  under  it. 

The  Wojsp  fired  some  shots  at  this  station,  but  my  orders  as  received 
from  you  did  not  allow  me  to  fire  until  fired  upon.  The  Leyden  was 
fired  upon  from  this  station  by  small  arms,  many  shots  striking  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  the  vessel,  but  none  striking  her.  At  the  same 
time  a  bright  lookout  was  maintained  for  mines  or  torpedoes,  but  noth- 
ing to  indicate  the  presence  of  anything  of  the  kind  was  seen,  except 
six  floats,  such  as  are  generally  used  for  fishing  pots.  At  the  time  the 
shots  were  fired  from  the  shore,  I  discovered  a  vessel  at  anchor  within 
the  bay,  and  was  able  to  make  out  a  man  of- war  flying  the  Spanish 
colors. 

Almost  immediately  I  was  able  to  communicate  this  discovery  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  Wasp,  who,  in  turn,  signaled  to  you.    At 
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the  same  time  I  found  a  stake  in  the  water  with  "3,000"  marked  upon  a 
white  board  secured  thereto,  and  a  puff  of  smoke  was  seen  to  Issue  from 
the  Spanish  vessel.  The  shot  fell  near  the  Leyden,  and  was  immediately 
followed  by  two  more  which  fell  equally  near. 

By  this  time  both  the  Wasp  and  the  Leyden  were  firing  rapidly,  at 
the  same  time  steaming  toward  the  Spaniard.  I  began  firing  at  4,000 
yards  and  continued  firing  till  the  vessel  under  your  command,  which 
had  entered  while  the  Wasp  and  Leyden  were  engaged,  ceased  firing. 
Many  shots  from  the  Leyden  were  seen  to  strike  the  vessel,  the  total 
number  fired  being  as  follows:  6-pounder,  50;  l-pounder,  108. 

I  kept  on  toward  the  Spaniard,  shifting  the  helm  to  fire  the  6  pounders 
alternately,  and  ceased  firing  at  1,000  yards,  when  she  was  seen  to  have 
a  list  to  port  and  to  be  down  by  the  head. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the  Leyden  commenced  firing,  two  boats  filled 
with  men  were  seen  to  leave  the  vessel  and  pull  ashore. 

Three  more  shots  were  fired  from  her  forward  guns  and  another  boat 
also  filled  with  men  left  the  vessel.  The  fourth  and  last  seen  to  leave 
was  a  steam  launch,  and  it  was  apparently  well  filled  with  men. 

I  was  able  to  see  that  the  Spaniard  was  sinking,  and  at  once  steamed 
in  close  to  her,  sending  a  boat  for  the  purpose  of  getting  her  colors  before 
she  sank.  Her  flagstaff  had  been  shot  away  about  the  time  her  last 
shot  was  fired,  and  the  Leyden's  whaleboat  succeeded  in  getting  the 
colors  before  the  ship's  stern  went  under  water.  This  flag  was  turned 
over  to  the  boat  sent  from  the  vessel  under  your  command. 

From  the  position  in  which  the  Leyden  was,  I  am  positive  that  a  4-inch 
shell  from  the  AnMapolis  struck  the  bow  of  the  Spaniard,  and  from  the 
fact  that  she  went  down  bows  first,  it  would  seem  that  this  shot  was 
instrumental  in  sinking  her. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  splendid  behavior  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  Leyden,  for  while  she  was  being  fired  upon  from  astern 
by  small  arms  and  from  ahead  by  the  guns  of  the  Spanish  vessel,  there 
was  nothing  but  an  eagerness  to  fire  her  own  guns  with  greater  accu- 
racy visible  among  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions*  received  from  you,  I  did  not 
commence  firing  from  the  Leyden  until  I  was  fired  upon  from  the  Spanish 
vessel,  the  Jorge  Juan. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  S.  Oroslet, 

Unsign,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Commanding  Ofpioee, 

U.  S.  8.  Annapolis,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


131252. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Badger, 
Tortugas,  Fla.,  August  3, 1898. 
SlE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  regarding  my 
seizure  of  three  Spanish  vessels  leaving  the  port  of  Nuevitas,  Cuba: 

About  3.40  p.  m.  on  the  26th  ultimo,  while  blockading  the  port,  it 
was  reported  that  three  vessels  were  coming  out  of  the  harbor.  Steam- 
ing toward  them  I  found  them  to  be  a  large  seagoing  steam  tug, 
Eumberto  Bodrigues,  towing  a  barge,  apparently  once  a  steamer  {8an 
Fernando),  and  a  brigantine  {8afi).  Each  vessel  was  fiying  the  Spanish 

•No  ineh  instrnotionB  were  given.  Mr.  Crosley  is  mistaken.— J.  J.  Hunker,  com- 
Bumder,  U.  S.  N.,  oommanding  [Annapolis], 
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flag  and  Geneva  Cross  flag,  the  two  in  tow  having  in  addition  a  quar- 
antine flag. 

As  they  evidently  intended  to  pass  me  without  stopping,  I  fired  a 
blank  charge,  which  brought  them  to.  I  then  sent  a  boarding  oflicer, 
who  reported  that  they  had  no  papers  except  a  letter  from  the  captain 
of  the  port  (a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed),  and  that  the  vessels  were  full 
of  soldiers,  some  invalid,  many  apparently  well.  The  surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  party  stated  that  he  had  been  ordered  by  General  Salcedo,  in 
command  of  the  district,  to  take  them  to  Havana  by  sea,  but  showed 
no  written  orders  to  that  effect. 

Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Simpson,  TJ.  S.  N.,  who  was  sent  to  the 
tug  with  the  boarding  officer,  informed  me  that  in  the  tug,  besides  the 
crew,  medical  officer  in  charge,  and  his  assistants,  there  were  six 
Spanish  army  officers  (captains,  first  and  second  lieutenants)  and 
about  thirty-five  soldiers.  These  were  all  represented  as  wounded  or 
invalid,  but  the  medical  officer  of  the  Badger  reported  that  three  of  the 
officers  and  many  of  the  men  were  apparently  well. 

The  barge  and  brigantine  were  not  boarded  because  of  a  statement 
by  the  surgeon  in  charge  that  they  carried  six  cases  of  yellow  fever. 
After  a  critical  examination  by  Dr.  L.  L.  Williams,  in  charge  of  quar- 
antine station,  I  am  informed  by  him  that  there  are  no  cases  of  yellow 
fever  on  board  of  either  vessel,  nor  are  there  any  other  contagious 
cases.  The  surgeons  on  board  the  barge  and  brigantine  state  that 
there  were  no  such  cases,  and  that  there  was  no  yellow  fever  at 
Nuevitas.  This  accords  with  information  I  had  from  refugees  and 
deserters  at  that  port.  The  surgeon  in  charge  of  the  party  has  also 
admitted  to  me  since  arrival  here  that  there  had  been  no  such  cases. 

As  there  seemed  no  proper  authority  for  flying  the  Geneva  Cross 
flag,  as  there  were  officers  and  many  men  on  board  apparently  well, 
and  as  no  permission  had  been  requested  to  pass  the  blockade  at  Nue- 
vitas  or  Havana — in  fact  it  was  admitted  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
ask  permission — I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  take  charge  of  the  vessels  and 
accompany  them  to  Havana  to  report  the  facts  to  Commodore  Howell. 
Upon  my  report  he  directed  me  to  proceed  to  this  place  with  the  three 
vessels  and  make  such  arrangements  as  possible  for  the  retention  and 
treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded  on  board. 

On  board  the  Mumberto  Bodrigues,  including  a  crew  of  20  men,  there 
are  65  people.  On  board  the  San  Fernando  there  are  207,  soldiers  and 
crew,  the  latter  numbering  10.  On  board  the  brigantine  Lafi  there  are 
127  persons,  a  crew  of  10,  the  remainder  military.  The  whole  party 
was  in  charge  of  Maximo  Martinez  Morales,  chief  surgeon. 

The  vessels  were  provisioned  for  four  days  and  the  tug  had  coal  for 
the  same  period.  No  arms  or  ammunition  have  been  found  except  side 
arms  and  revolvers  belonging  to  the  officers,  and  there  is  no  cargo. 

Upon  arrival  at  this  station  I  found  it  quite  unprepared  to  take  care 
of  so  large  a  party,  and  in  a  telegram  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  (July  31),  I  so  reported,  giving  at  same  time  a  statement  of  the 
case,  and  asked  for  instructions. 

On  the  1st  instant  I  received  a  telegram  from  the  Department  to  put 
the  prisoners  on  board  of  the  least  valuable  vessel,  or  to  use  two  if  neces- 
sary, and  send  them  to  Havana,  and  to  place  a  prize  crew  on  board  the 
other  and  send  her  to  New  York.  As  there  is  considerable  sickness, 
dysentery,  consumption,  etc.,  on  board,  I  consider  it  absolutely  neces- 
sary in  the  crowded  state  of  the  vessels  to  use  both  the  barge  and 
brigantine  for  this  purpose.  And  as  they  have  insufficient  sail  power 
to  make  the  passage  without  assistance,  I  have  directed  the  prize  mas- 
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ter,  Lieut.  Edward  McO.  Peters,  U.  S.  N.,  to  tow  them  to  the  blockad- 
ing lines  with  the  Humberto  Bodrigues,  and  after  reporting  the  facts  to 
the  commodore  commanding,  or  senior  ofQcer  present,  to  proceed  to 
New  York  with  the  tug  in  accordance  with  the  Department's  order. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  give  the  tug — a  large,  modern  vessel  in  good 
condition — suflflcient  coal  for  this  purpose,  also  provisions.  It  has  also 
been  necessary  to  furnish  the  prisoners  with  provisions.  This  has  just 
been  completed,  the  vessels  will  be  ready  to  start  in  a  few  hours,  and 
the  Badger  will  leave  for  Key  West  in  accordance  with  orders  from 
Commodore  Howell.  The  Badger  is  now  very  short  of  coal  having 
only  enough  for  ballast,  and  will  also  need  provisions  before  making 
any  extended  cruise. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  S.  Snow, 
Commander,  XT.  8.  N".,  Commanding  Badger. 
To  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  B'avigation, 

If^avy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


[Seizure  of  Manonbla.] 

tr.  S.  S.  Dixie, 
Off  Porto  Eico,  July  26, 1898. 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  25th  instant  I 
seized  the  French  steamer  Manoubia,  of  Marseilles,  from  Martinique 
bound  for  Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba,  and  sent  her  into  Charleston  with  a 
prize  crew  for  adjudication. 

I  am  not  aware  that  Sagua  la  Grande  is  included  in  the  present  block- 
ade of  the  island  of  Cuba,  but  the  circumstances  in  the  case  were  sus- 
picious and  I  judged  it  expedient  to  give  the  United  States  the  benefit 
of  the  doubt.  There  was  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the  vessel  was 
acting  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Dates, 
Commander,  Commanding. 
Commodore  J.  0.  Watson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  Eastern  Squadron. 


130613. 

[Condltloii  of  affairs  at  Gibara.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  bate, 

Gibara,  Cuba,  July  27, 1898. 

Sie:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  arrived  off  this  port  about 
8  a.  m.  July  26,  and  found  the  Cuban  flag  flying  over  the  fort  and  pub- 
lic buildings. 

A  boat  came  off  to  the  ship  in  which  were  M.  Jose  H.  Beola,  former 
commercial  agent  of  the  United  States,  a  pilot,  and  a  press  reporter. 
Mr.  Beola  informed  me  that  all  Spanish  troops  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Moreno  left  Gibara  for  Holguin  at  6  a.  m.  on  the  25th  instant 
and  that  at  9  a.  ni.  on  the  same  date  600  Cuban  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Eojas  of  the  Ocujal  regiment  of  infantry 
marched  into  and  took  possession  of  the  town. 
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The  Prairie  had  left  Gibara  during  the  night  of  the  24th  and  25th, 
but  it  was  not  known  where  she  had  gone. 

I  entered  the  harbor  with  the  Nashville  and  anchored  off  the  town. 
Captain  Delgado,  of  Colonel  Eojas's  staff,  came  on  board  and  brought 
me  a  letter  from  Colonel  Eojas,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed.  At  about 
2  p.  m.,  General  Feria,  commanding  this  military  division  of  the  Cuban 
army,  entered  the  town  with  an  escort  of  100  cavalry.  He  sent  two  of 
his  aides  on  board  to  inform  me  that  he  would  call  in  person  to-day. 

About  4.30  p.  m.  Colonel  EoJas,  with  numbers  of  his  staff  and  an 
interpreter,  an  American  citizen  by  the  name  of  Frank  Gomez,  and  a 
Spanish  surgeon,  who  had  been  left  by  General  Luque  in  charge  of  the 
military  hospital  here,  made  an  official  visit. 

The  surgeon  brought  a  letter  from  General  Luque,  a  copy  of  which  is 
inclosed.  He  informed  me  that  there  are  536  sick  Spanish  soldiers  in 
the  hospital,  2  surgeons,  1  pharmacist,  34  nurses,  and  4  Spaniards  who 
feigned  to  be  sick  and  were  left  by  the  Spanish  commander  in  the  hos- 
pital. Of  the  sick,  6  have  the  yellow  fever,  12  the  smallpox  (all  conva- 
lescent), and  the  remainder  dysentery  and  malarial  fevers.  Eice,  beans, 
and  peas  for  ten  days  were  left  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  and  a  good  sup- 
ply of  medicines,  but  they  have  no  milk  of  any  kind,  which  is  most 
needed  for  the  sick.  I  informed  the  surgeon  in  charge,  as  also  did 
Colonel  Eojas,  at  my  suggestion  and  in  my  presence,  that  he  and  the 
sick  under  his  charge  should  be  protected  under  the  terms  of  the  Geneva 
Convention. 

Colonel  Eojas  informed  me  that  he  had  appointed,  on  the  25th,  Mr. 
Frank  Gomez  captain  of  the  port  ad  interim,  and  a  committee  of  nine 
citizens  of  the  town  to  assist  in  preserving  order.  There  has  been  no 
disturbance  of  any  kind  up  to  the  present  time. 

The  town  contains  about  6,000  inhabitants,  from  600  to  700  of  whom 
are  Spaniards  loyal  to  Spain.  About  50  Spanish  citizens  have  left  the 
place  recently.  The  families  of  several  of  the  officers  in  General  Luque's 
army  were  left  in  Gibara.  General  Luque  sent  his  family  to  Spain  in 
the  French  steamer  Chateau  Lafitte  some  time  ago.  The  health  of  the 
town  is  generally  good,  though  the  smallpox  is  epidemic. 

Provisions,  especially  flour,  lard,  rice,  bread,  and  bacon  are  greatly 
needed  here,  both  for  the  Cuban  troops  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town.  The  supplies  for  the  Spanish  sick  will  not  last  more  than  eight 
or  ten  days.  The  Spanish  troops  seized  and  took  away  with  them  most 
of  the  stock  of  provisions  on  hand. 

The  Cubans  claim  to  have  between  3,000  and  4,000  troops  in  this 
vicinity  and  Holguin ;  to  have  torn  up  the  railroad  in  two  places  between 
Gibara  and  Holguin,  and  to  have  all  the  approaches  to  Holguin  guarded. 
The  two  locomotives  belonging  to  the  railroad  were  taken  to  Holguin 
by  the  Spanish  troops,  but  there  is  a  small  steam  hand  car  here. 

I  found  in  the  harbor  two  schooners,  the  Uxpreso  de  Gibara  and  the 
Gibara,  of  153  and  155  tons,  respectively,  belonging  to  Antonio  Lamella, 
of  Havana.  They  have  been  here  for  four  months.  Being  enemy's 
property,  I  have  taken  possession  of  them.  They  are  both  in  ballast 
and  were  in  charge  of  a  captain  and  a  crew  of  7  men  each.  The  Gibara 
I  send  to  Key  West  in  charge  of  Ensign  C.  F.  Snow,  U.  S,  N.,  with  a 
prize  crew  and  this  dispatch. 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions, 
of  the  kinds  which  I  have  mentioned,  be  sent  here  as  soon  as  practicable 
for  distribution  to  the  Spanish  soldiers  in  the  hospital,  the  poorer  classes 
of  the  citizens  of  Gibara,  and  the  Cuban  troops.  Also  that,  as  there 
are  foreign  residents  here,  among  them  a  French  and  Portuguese  vice 
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consul,  who  will  look  to  the  United  States  Government  for  protection, 
the  United  States  force  here  be  increased,  and  that  I  may  be  given 
fuller  instructions  with  respect  to  my  relations  with  the  Cuban  forces 
and  the  civil  authorities  of  the  town. 

General  of  Division  Luis  Peria  and  Brig.  Gen.  Joaquin  Planes,  of 
the  Cuban  forces,  have  just  made  an  oflQcial  visit  on  board,  I  told  them 
that  as  the  representative  of  the  naval  forces  of  the  United  States  at 
this  place  I  should  require  a  list  of  the  civil  authorities  appointed  by 
them  to  be  first  submitted  for  my  approval  in  order  that  the  appointees 
might  understand  that  they. would  be  held  responsible  for  their  oflicial 
conduct  by  the  United  States  Government  as  well  as  by  the  Cuban 
authorities.  They  agreed  to  this  and  will  submit  all  appointments. 
Good  order  prevails  and  I  do  not  apprehend  any  trouble,  but  it  would 
be  well  if  I  could  be  given  fuller  and  more  definite  instructions  as  to 
my  duties. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Matnaed, 

Commander,  U.  8.  N'.,  Commanding. 
OoMMODOEB  Commanding, 

U.  8.  Blockading  Force,  North  Coast  of  Cuba, 
or, 
CoMMODOEB  Commanding, 

U.  8.  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 


[Translation.] 
OCtrjAL  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 

To  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  American  Navy  of  fhit  place,  Gihara: 

I  have  j  ust  taken  possession  of  the  town  of  Gibara,  with  the  forces  of  500  men  under 
my  command,  which  I  report  to  you  in  accordance  with  my  duty. 

EOJAS, 

lAeutenant-Colonel. 
P.  S. — I  send  my  chief  of  staff,  Capt.  Enrique  Casto  Delgado,  with  whom  you  will 
agree  as  to  the  answer. 


Gibara,  July  SO,  1898. 
To  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Army: 

Honorable  Sir  :  The  circumstances  of  the  war  compels  me  to  evacuate  this  town, 
and  as  there  exists  a  military  hospital  with  the  sick,  who  on  account  of  their  condi- 
tion can  not  be  taken  away,  I  leave  it  to  the  protection  of  the  Red  Cross,  whose 
humanitary  sentiments,  determined  in  the  treaty  of  Ginebra  [Geneva],  I  do  not  doubt 
that  you  will  make  your  troops  respect.  Besides  being  a  precept  of  humanity  which 
obliges  all  civilized  countries,  it  is  also  a  sentiment  of  nobility  that  gives  as  much 
splendor  as  solicitude  is  put  in  its  compliment. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Agustin  Luque. 
J. 
Army  of  Operations,  Division  of  Holguin,  Cuba.    General  Staff. 


131419. 

[Beport  of  blookading  operations  off  Isle  of  Pines.] 

U.  S.  S.  Banoeoft, 
Blockading  Squadron,  off  IsU  of  Pines,  August  2,  1898. 
SiE :  On  the  evening  of  July  25  the  Bancroft  left  Key  West,  under 
orders  from  the  commodore  commanding  naval  base,  to  proceed  to 
the  Isle  of  Pines  for  blockade  duty  between  the  western  shore  of  that 
island  and  Cape  Frances,  Cuba. 
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On  the  26th  instant,  boarded  the  German  barkentine  Donna  Antonio, 
from  Laguna,  Honduras,  to  Hamburg,  loaded  with  logwood;  also 
schooner  Golden  Hind,  of  Key  West,  no  cargo,  bound  to  Progresso, 
Mexico.  On  July  27,  after  chase,  brought  to  and  boarded  Norwegian 
steamer  Phoenix  Stavangel,  bound  to  New  Orleans  from  Boca  del  Toro, 
with  cargo  of  bananas;  also  boarded  Norwegian  bark  Pasteur,  with 
cargo  of  logwood,  bound  to  Alloa,  Scotland,  from  Belize,  Honduras. 
In  the  afternoon,  when  near  Cape  St.  Antonio,  a  steamer  was  sighted 
heading  along  the  coast  to  the  eastward.  A  course  was  laid  to  bead 
her  off  and  a  blank  charge  fired.  Later,  fired  a  shell  ahead  and  one 
astern  of  her,  when  she  hoisted  American  colors,  and  1  made  inter- 
national signal  "Heave  to"  and  fired  two  more  shells.  Dense  smoke 
coming  from  the  funnel  of  the  steamer  indicated  that  she  was  doing 
her  best  to  get  away.  She  was  gaining  on  us,  and  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  showing  of  the  United  States  flag  was  a  ruse  and 
that  she  was  an  enemy  escaping,  so  orders  were  given  to  feed  oil  in  the 
furnaces  and  open  fire  on  the  steamer  at  extreme  elevation ;  first  shot 
fell  short,  but  each  subsequent  shot  reaching  closer,  she  turned  toward 
us,  when  I  ceased  firing.  Upon  approaching  her  I  saw  she  was  the 
Advance,  from  Colon,  belonging  to  the  Panama  Line.  Upon  hailing  the 
steamer  and  asking  why  the  rules  of  war  had  not  been  observed,  the 
reply  was  made,  "  I  did  not  know  who  you  were  and  I  did  not  give  a 
damn."  To  which  I  replied  through  the  megaphone,  "Ton  are  not  fit 
to  command  that  ship.  You  have  endangered  the  lives  of  your  pas- 
sengers, and  I  shall  report  you.    Ton  can  now  proceed  on  your  course." 

On  the  morning  of  July  28  met  the  Uagle  off  Cape  Frances,  and  with 
her  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  a  Cuban  camp  about  5  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Cape  Frances.  Lieutenant  Del  Valle  came  on  board; 
stated  he  had  60  men  with  him,  and  that  there  was  another  smaller 
camp  inside  of  Cape  Frances.  I  sent  ashore  a  small  supply  of  provisions, 
and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Bancroft  should  return  on  the  evening  of 
Saturday,  when  we  would  meet  Colonel  Lazo,  the  Cuban  commander 
of  the  district,  and  there  would  be  a  local  pilot  ready.  The  Bancroft, 
with  the  Eagle,  then  proceeded  into  Cortes  Bay  and  anchored  about  3 
miles  from  the  entrance  of  the  lagoon,  where  the  town  of  Cortes  is,  and 
about  the  same  distance  from  the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Santo  Domingo, 
to  which  I  proceeded  immediately,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  South- 
erland.  I  found  that  the  work  of  destruction  had  been  very  thorough; 
the  entire  cargo  absolutely  destroyed,  and  the  ship  itself  rendered  by 
heat  a  gnarled  mass  of  iron.  The  only  things  that  had  seemingly 
escaped  were  the  5-inch  guns ;  the  threads  of  the  inside  of  the  breech 
of  the  guns  were  so  cut  by  Lieutenant  Southerland  before  firing  the 
ship  as  to  render  the  guns  useless,  at  least  until  handled  by  a  gun  fac- 
tory. The  gun  shields  are  in  good  condition.  No  vessel  here  has  appli- 
ances for  transferring  the  guns  or  shields.  The  12-inch  guns  doubtless 
broke  through  the  bottom  of  the  vessel,  as  the  hold  is  full  of  water.  It 
is  possible  that  the  engines  and  boilers  are  stiU  good.  Fire  was  still 
smoldering  in  parts  of  the  ship. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  July  29,  smoke  was  seen  to  southward  and 
eastward  of  anchorage,  and  on  giving  chase  it  was  found  to  be  the 
Maple.  I  directed  her  to  proceed  into  Cortes  Bay,  and,  with  the  Bam- 
eroft  and  Eagle,  proceeded  to  Siguanea  Bay,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Isle 
of  Pines.  This  location  is  likely  to  prove  one  of  importance,  as  it  will 
afford  an  anchorage  during  a  hurricane,  and,  with  Cortes  entrance, 
affords  the  only  passages  for  communication  with  Batabano,  to  the 
westward  of  the  Isle  of  Pines.    Its  present  drawback  is  want  of 
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knowledge  of  a  safe  passage  in;  you  run  from  very  deep  -water  mto 
fathoms,  and  then  with  uncertain  depth,  hard  bottom,  untU  you  are 
into  a  large  area  of  4  to  6  fathoms,  good  holding  ground.     Upon  drop- 
ping anchor  on  outer  ledge,  sighted  a  schooner  inside  the  bay,  about  4 
miles  distant;   lowered  the  steam  launch  with  a  1-pounder  gun  ana 
armed  crew,  in  charge  of  Ensign  W.  W.  Phelps,  who  captured  ana 
brought  her  out.     She  was  quite  small  and  named  the  Nipe.     Another 
vessel  was  seen  farther  in  and  the  Eagle  pursued  her,  but  was  unable 
to  follow  on  account  of  darkness,  though  Lieutenant  Southerland  ran 
boldly  till  he  was  in  14  feet  of  water.    During  the  night  experienced 
heavy  storms  and  the  Bancroft  dragged  off  the  shoal  ledge.    The  fol- 
lowing morning,  the  sea  being  too  rough  to  sound  out  a  deep  passage 
in,  the  Bancroft,  with  prize  in  tow  and  Eagle  in  company,  proceeded  to 
the  westward  to  communicate  with  Cuban  camp,  and  when  opposite  to 
Cortes  Bay  sent  prize  in  to  anchorage  with  two  armed  men,  so  that 
Nipe  people  should  not  have  information  of  the  location  of  the  Cubans; 
but  from  later  information  as  to  the  methods  of  campaigning  here, 
between  Spaniards  in  the  towns  and  the  Cubans  outside,  this  was 
found  to  have  been  an  unnecessary  precaution.    On  arriving  off  Cuban 
camp  the  sea  was  too  heavy  to  communicate,  so  in  company  with  the 
Maple,  which  had  come  out  to  meet  us,  proceeded  into  Cortes  Bay  for  a 
conference.    On  approaching  anchorage  was  surprised  to  see  our  prize 
well  in  shore  flying  the  Spanish  colors,  and  two  boats  approaching  her, 
and  a  few  minutes  later  I  distinguished  our  two  men — John  J^evis, 
gunner's  mate,  third  class,  and  Valdemar  Holmgren,  seaman — at  the 
stern  of  the  vessel  and  the  Spaniards  forward.    I  megaphoned  the 
Maple,  which  draws  but  8  feet  of  water,  to  go  to  the  rescue.    On  her 
return  I  found  that  our  two  men  had  captured  six  prisoners,  the  Span- 
ish flag  having  been  used  to  draw  them  within  range  of  their  rifles. 
These  prisoners  I  am  keeping  on  the  prize;  have  treated  them  weQ. 
and  have  gotten  valuable  information  from  them.    Expect   to  put 
them  ashore  to-day.     Sunday  I  sent  Lieutenant  Veeder  and  Ensign 
Vogelgesang  with  steam  cutter  and  armed  party  into  Cortes  Lagoon 
to  make  soundings  and   observations,  and  started   the  prize    with 
Ensign  Phelps  in  charge,  to  observe  along  the  outer  shore  with  a 
^fiew  of  subsequently  destroying  the  barracks,  where  about  a  hun 
dred    Spanish    troops    are    quartered.    On   Monday  morning   when 
interviewing  the  prisoners  I  got  the  invariable  reply  to  onestrnTT 
What  will  be  result  if  the  Spanish  garrison  is  driven  from  Cortes  ?th^ 
people  will  be  killed  by  the  Cubans.    Fearing  this  result  and  nnt  hJ^^ 
able  to  hold  the  place  permanently  with  my  breXit  foroA  T  ^«n-^  ^  / 
make  no  attack.    The  foUowine  descrinnLnf  *?!■?•!'     '^^'^i*^®*^  *° 
about  Cortes,  obtained  fromlTprSoS  wUi" V„^'  ,2  ^^''^  ^'^''^^^'^ 
tions  and  the  way  the  war  bXeen  Sn  and  thT  *^«  general  condi- 
carriedon.    Cort4  has  about  1700  ^nhKZ  cl^  -^"^^^^  ^?^  ^^^° 
for  the  rich  tobacco  distrLt.    S  pSwaf  L^lv 
mand,  and  over  1,000  troops  were  kent  h^re  hnt  .1  ^^  colonel  s  corn- 
all  but  100  were  sent  to  Pinar  rffl  T?^ ^..^ '      *  "'^"J'*  ®'^  ^^^^^  ago 
command  of  a  UeSnant    Tlearn  tha^ab^^^^^^^^  *^?.P"I*  ^^f*^° 

expedition  started  nearly  all  thrtroon.  in  th«  \  time  the  Santiago 
were  withdrawn  and  conc^nttSed TC^^^^ 

railroad  Pinar  del  Eio,  which  indicates  fW^^!.^^  1  *  \®.''4  ""^  *^® 
talk  of  our  forces  going  to  Santiago  was  a  rusf  ^Th«  ^l^^^  *^^,  °P'^ 
the  defenses  of  Cortes,  drawn  by  on^of  our  nrisone™  iil  °^  ?!*''  ""^ 
observation,  and  possesses  point^s  of  interest?  '  ^'*''  ^'^^  ^"^ 
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1  md  3,  blookhonses  occupied  by  voltmteeia. 

2  and  4,  blockhonses  occupied  by  Spanish  troops  only. 

5,  Special  observation  blockhouse  occupied  by  Spanish  troops. 

6,  Observation  tower,  heliograph,  oconpied  by  Spanish  troops. 
alUflepits. 

Watches  of  eight  men  are  kept  in  towers,  but  all  live  and  eat  in  the 
barracks. 

The  Cubans  have  their  camps  in  the  moors  and  along  the  coast,  and 
make  frequent  raids  on  the  towns,  where  the  Spaniards  are  content  to 
remain  and  allow  the  Cubans  to  rove.  One  prisoner  told  me  that  there 
were  1,200  Cubans  in  the  vicinity,  and  at  the  camp  where  Lieutenant  De 
Valle  was  there  were  300,  but  we  had  it  from  him  that  there  were  only  60. 
The  old  Spaniard,  the  captain  and  owner  of  the  schooner,  is  reticent, 
but  says  he  is  a  peaceful  citizen  and  the  sole  support  of  a  wife  and 
seven  children.  From  the  boy,  who  is  quite  bright,  I  have  gained  con- 
siderable information  regarding  affairs  about  the  Isle  of  Pines.  Nueva 
Gerona,  the  principal  place,  is  a  small  town  on  the  north  side,  where 
there  is  a  Government  hospital  to  which  they  send  their  wounded.  It 
is  considered  a  very  healthy  place,  but  they  now  have  some  yellow  fever 
and  smallpox  there.  A  small  steamer  named  the  Protector  makes  trips 
every  other  day  between  Nueva  Gerona  and  Batabano,  leaving  Nueva 
Gerona  at  3  p.  m.  and  arriving  at  8  a.  m.  A  small  gunboat  with  a 
1-pounder  makes  frequent  trips.  The  boy  says  provisions  are  very 
scarce,  that  flour  is  very  hard  to  get,  and  that  poor  people  die  in  the  street 
for  want  of  food  and  medicine;  tliat  formerly  there  was  a  very  large 
cattle  ranch  on  the  south  side  of  the  island,  and  that  cattle  were 
sent  over  to  Batabano,  but  that  the  cattle  were  nearly  all  gone  now, 
and  that  beef  was  50  cents  a  pound;  that  the  Bancroft  is  the  largest 
steamer  he  has  seen  at  the  island.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  the  story 
of  the  boy  and  that  no  large  shipments  of  provisions  are  getting  in  by 
way  of  the  Isle  of  Pines.  I  have,  however,  sent  the  Maple  to  Siguanea 
Bay  to  make  soundings  and  hope  to  enter  with  the  Bancroft  to-moTTow. 
I  shall  then,  with  the  Bancroft's  steam  launch  sounding  ahead,  go  with 
the  Maple  to  Nueva  Gerona  and  stop  all  traf&c  with  Batabano,  after 
which  I  shall  examine  closely  the  south  shore  of  the  island  to  see  if 
schooners  are  lauding  cattle  there.  The  prisoners  say  no  vessels  have 
come  into  Cortes  Bay  since  the  loss  of  the  Santo  Domingo.  They  say 
that  nothing  but  fruit  and  vegetables  can  be  gotten  ashore  to  eat,  and 
that  everybody  must  give  part  of  what  they  raise  to  the  army,  and  that 
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there  is  nmch  snffering  among  the  people  for  food.  To  maintain  an 
absolute  blockade  there  should  be  five  vessels  of  light  draft.  There  are 
good  reasons  why  they  should  work  in  pairs.  A  vessel  anchored  in 
Cortes  Bay  and  another  in  Siguanea  Bay,  ready  to  move,  would  give  a 
more  efficient  blockade  than  to  have  the  two  vessels  moving  outside, 
besides  saving  coal.  Were  there  two  vessels  at  each  place  one  could 
be,  as  a  rule,  outside,  and  a  fifth  vessel  of  deeper  draft,  with  senior 
officer,  could  cover  the  station.  The  schooner  Nipe  has  not  sufficient 
value  to  send  her  into  a  prize  court,  and  I  have  decided  that  all  inter- 
ests wUl  be  best  served  by  taking  her  back  to  Siguanea  Bay,  and  if 
the  old  Spaniard  behaves  himself  to  give  him  his  freedom  with  the  ves- 
sel. She  had  no  cargo  and,  the  captain  claims,  was  engaged  in  carrying 
wood  and  charcoal. 

The  Eagles  coal  supply  being  nearly  exhausted,  I  have  directed  her 
to  return  to  Key  West. 

Very  respectfully,  Eiohaedson  Oloter, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Seoeetabt  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  O. 
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[Beport  on  affairs  at  Glbaia.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Eate,- 

Off  Oibara,  Cuba,  August  9,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  occurrences  at  this 
place  since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  July  27, 1898. 

On  July  28  Gen.  Luis  Feria  left  the  town.  At  10.30  a.  m.  I  returned 
the  official  visit  of  Gen.  Joaquin  Planes,  who  had  been  left  in  command 
by  General  Feria.  Attended  by  three  officers  of  the  Nashville,  I  was 
received  at  the  landing  by  General  Planes  and  his  staff  and  a  military 
escort,  and  was  conducted  by  them  to  the  Casino,  where  I  found  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  the  city  and  preparations  for  a  reception  and 
luncheon.  A  deputation  of  citizens  met  us  at  the  Casino,  and  I  was 
informed  by  them  that  the  citizens  of  Gibara  desired  to  welcome  myself 
and  officers  and  to  tender  us  this  public  reception.  Ladies  to  the 
number  of  15  or  20  then  came  into  the  hall  and  were  introduced. 

The  hall  was  cleared  afterwards,  and  there  was  dancing  for  an  hour 
or  more. 

Major-General  Capote,  of  the  Cuban  army,  who,  I  was  informed,  was 
in  command  to  the  westward  of  Holguin,  arrived  in  Gibara  about 
sunset,  and  sent  aides  on  board  to  represent  him  and  to  say  that  he 
would  call  in  person  on  the  following  day.  Subsequently  he  sent  an 
aid  to  say  that  he  had  been  suddenly  summoned  away  and  to  apologize 
for  not  being  able  to  call. 

The  French  cruiser  jyEstaing  arrived  about  11  a.  m.  on  the  30th  of 
July  and  anchored.  I  sent  an  officer  on  board  at  once,  and  he  was 
informed  that  she  left  Havana  on  the  28th,  and  had  come  to  look  into 
the  matter  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  French  consular  agent  at  this 
place. 

It  appears  that  about  two  weeks  prior  to  the  evacuation  the 
French  consul  agent  was  arrested  by  the  Spanish  authorities  for 
attempting  to  send  a  letter  to  French  citizens  resident  at  Banes,  and 
was  imprisoned  for  twenty-four  hours,  but  afterwards  released  on  his 
making  a  protest. 
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He  contrived  to  get  a  letter  to  the  French  consul-general  at  Havana, 
which  was  the  occasion  of  the  sending  the  B^Estaing  to  this  place. 

The  commanding  oiticer  of  the  D'Estaing  notiiied  me  that  he  would 
call  after  luncheon,  but  as  a  fresh  north  wind  was  blowing  his  ship 
dragged,  and  about  12  m.,  after  getting  underway  and  apparently  try- 
ing to  find  a  better  anchorage,  he  steamed  out  of  the  bay  and  stood  to 
the  westward  without  having  made  a  visit  to  this  ship.  A  boat  from 
the  D'Estaing  left  the  ship  soon  after  she  had  anchored  and  started 
toward  the  town,  but  meeting  on  the  way  a  boat  in  which  was  the 
French  consular  agent,  the  boats  communicated  with  each  other  for  a 
few  minutes  and  then  separated,  the  ship's  boat  returning  to  the 
jyUstaing  and  the  consular  agent's  to  Gibara. 

At  5  p.  m.  of  the  same  date  the  Mayflower  arrived.  The  order  ftom 
the  commander  in  chief  detaching  Chief  Engineer  E.  R.  Freeman,  U. 
S.  N.,  from  this  ship  and  directing  him  to  proceed  in  the  Mayflower  to 
join  the  Indiana,  was  delivered  to  that  officer,  and  at  9  p.  m.  the  May- 
flower sailed,  having  that  officer  on  board. 

At  4  p.  m.  Gen.  Calixto  Garcia  arrived  in  Gibara,  eight  days  from 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  sent  three  of  his  aides  on  board  to  inform  me 
of  his  arrival  and  to  say  that  he  wished  to  cooperate  with  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  in  every  way. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  on  July  31 1  paid  an  official  visit  to  General  Garcia  at 
his  headquarters  on  shore.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  come  from 
Santiago  de  Cuba  to  take  charge  of  operations  in  the  district  of  Hol- 
guin,  and  that  he  would  remain  until  all  the  Spanish  troops  in  this  dis- 
trict had  either  evacuated  it  or  surrendered,  after  which  he  should 
proceed  to  the  westward.  The  General  informed  me  that  there  were 
about  8,000  Spanish  troops,  under  Gen.  Augustiii  Luque,  concentrated 
at  Holguin,  and  that  there  were  no  other  Spanish  troops  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  excepting  about  2,000  at  Manzanillo. 

On  August  2  General  Garcia  notified  me  officially  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  military  and  customs  authorities  for  this  district,  and  of  the 
election  of  a  mayor  and  council  for  the  city  of  Gibara.  Copies  of  these 
letters,  announcing  the  appointments  and  giving  the  names  of  the  offi- 
cials, are  herewith  inclosed;  also  printed  copies  of  proclamations  which 
have  been  issued  by  the  general  in  command. 

I  have  granted  permission,  at  General  Garcia's  request,  for  several 
small  sloops  and  boats  belonging  here  to  ply  between  Gibara  and  the 
small  places  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  Sama,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
in  fruits,  yams,  charcoal,  etc.,  after  being  properly  cleared. 

Word  having  been  received  from  Puuta  del  Padre  that  a  Cuban 
relief  expedition  was  landing  at  that  place,  I  permitted,  on  August  2, 
at  General  Garcia's  request,  a  small  steamer  which  belongs  here  to  go 
to  Punta  del  Padre  with  Colonel  Collazo,  of  General  Garcia's  staff,  to 
ascertain  what  the  expedition  was,  and  if  practicable  to  have  it  come 
here.  The  steamer  returned  on  the  4th  of  August.  Colonel  Collazo 
reported  that  he  found  the  steamer  Wanderer  at  Punta  del  Padre,  and 
that  she  had  nearly  completed  landing  her  cargo,  which  consisted  of 
provisions,  saddles,  shoes,  a  few  small  arms,  and  some  ammunition. 
As  most  of  her  cargo  had  already  been  landed,  the  captain  of  the 
Wanderer  was  unwilling  to  reload  her  and  to  bring  her  here,  so  after 
discharging  the  Wanderer  sailed  to  the  westward.  Most  of  the  sup- 
plies have  been  brought  here  in  small  sloops,  which  were  dispatched  to 
Punta  del  Padre  for  that  purpose. 

On  August  5  General  Garcia  returned  my  official  visit. 

On  August  6  a  small  sloop  arrived  from  Baracoa  and  Sagua  de 
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Tamano  loaded  with  cocoauuts,  and  having  some  letters,  both  official 
and  private,  from  the  Spanish  troops  at  Sagua.  I  have  examined  the 
official  letters,  but  fouud  no  important  information  in  them.  I  send 
herewith  both  the  official  and  private  letters.  The  sloop  had  been 
eight  days  in  coming  from  Baracoa,  and  four  days  from  Sagua,  The 
Spanish  troops  were  still  in  possession  of  both  places  when  she  sailed, 
and  were  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  this  place  had  been  evacuated  by 
General  Luque. 

On  the  same  date  a  small  sloop  arrived  from  Ifuevitas,  bringing  a 
Spaniard,  who,  when  arrested  and  examined,  stated  that  he  had  been 
sent  by  General  Salcedo,  commanding  the  Spanish  forces  at  Kuevitas, 
with  a  dispatch  for  General  Luque,  ordering  him  to  evacuate  Holguin 
and  to  retire  to  Puerto  del  Principe,  but,  on  seeing  that  Gibara  was  in 
possession  of  the  United  States  and  Cuban  forces,  that  he  had  torn  up 
and  thrown  overboard  the  dispatch. 

He  further  stated  that  General  Salcedo  had  burned  and  destroyed 
the  forts  near  the  entrance  to  Nuevitas  Harbor,  and  that  two  Spanish 
gunboats,  the  Pizarro  and  Ligera,  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel,  pre- 
paratory to  the  evacuation  of  Sfuevitas  by  the  Spanish  forces  and  their 
return  to  Puerto  del  Principe. 

General  Garcia  informed  me  that  he  had  received  on  the  7th  instant 
a  report  from  his  lines  around  Holguin,  that  General  Luque  was  col- 
lecting pack  animals,  horses,  and  carts,  which  was  thought  to  indicate 
that  he  was  contemplating  a  retreat  to  the  westward. 

The  U,  S.  S.  Badger  came  in  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th,  and  after 
communicating  sailed  for  Guantauamo.  Later  on  the  same  day  a  small 
boat  arrived  from  Nuevitas  in  charge  of  a  man  who,  I  am  informed,  has 
a  family  in  this  place,  but  who  has  been  employed  as  pilot  at  Nuevitas. 
He  was  taken  into  custody  by  the  Cuban  military  forces,  and  was  sent 
on  board  this  morning  by  General  Garcia  for  me  to  examine.  This  man 
states  that  there  were  from  1,200  to  1,500  Spanish  troops  at  Nuevitas 
when  he  left  there  two  days  ago ;  that  the  guns  have  been  removed 
from  the  forts  near  the  entrance  of  the  port,  and  the  latter  burned ;  that 
there  are  seven  contact  mines  in  the  channel  leading  to  the  town,  and 
that  three  Spanish  gunboats,  viz,  the  Fizaro,  the  Yumuri,  and  the 
Golondrina,  were  recently  sunk  by  their  crews  in  the  harbor.  The  man's 
statement  is  that  the  guns  of  these  gunboats  were  dismounted  and 
thrown  overboard  and  not  taken  away,  and  that  the  vessels  were  sunk 
by  opening  the  sea  valves. 

The  condition  of  affairs  here  at  Gibara  at  this  date  is  as  follows  : 

Good  order  and  quiet  have  prevailed  since  the  evacuation,  there  hav- 
ing been  no  disturbance  or  breaches  of  the  peace  of  any  kind. 

There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  food  of  all  kinds,  excepting  plantains, 
sweet  potatoes,  and  some  fruits,  and  the  poorer  classes  are  suifering  in 
consequence.    Clothing  and  kerosene  oil  are  also  much  needed. 

The  Spanish  soldiers  who  were  left  in  the  hospital  under  the  Red 
Cross  flag  are  nearly  out  of  provisions.  General  Garcia  has  furnished 
them  with  some  fresh  beef,  and  I  shall  issue  to  them  as  much  flour, 
hard  bread,  and  salt  meat  as  can  be  spared  from  the  ship's  stores,  as  it 
becomes  necessary,  but  the  supply  will  not  last  long,  and  there  is 
urgent  need  for  provisions  to  be  sent  here  as  soon  as  practicable. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  soldiers  who  are  in  the  hospital  are  now 
well  enough  to  be  discharged,  and  it  has  become  a  problem  how  to  dis- 
pose of  them.  General  Garcia  has  i)roposed  to  me  that  he  should  send 
them  to  Banes  (30  miles  by  land)  under  guard,  where  he  already  has 
some  prisoners  of  war,  and  where,  he  says,  he  can  have  them  guarded 


BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION.  289 

and  subsisted,  there  being  at  that  point  plenty  of  sweet  potatoes, 
bananas,  and  facilities  for  procuring  fresh  beef.  He  says  he  will  guar- 
antee their  safety  and  proper  treatment  as  prisoners  of  war.  He  fears 
that  there  may  be  trouble  with  them  if  kept  here  in  Gibara,  both  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  food  and  of  the  insufficient  number  of  troops  to 
guard  them  if  confined.  If  they  are  not  confined  there  is  danger  of  col- 
lision between  them  and  the  citizens. 

As  soon  as  Geiieral  Luque  evacuates  Holguin  or  surrenders — and  it 
appears  that  he  must  do  the  one  thing  or  the  other  soon,  if  one  can 
judge  from  the  reports — ^the  sooner  this  port  can  be  declared  open  the 
better  it  will  be  for  the  people  of  Gibara  and  the  surrounding  country, 
in  order  that  business  and  trade  may  be  established  and  the  people  be 
able  to  supply  themselves  with  food,  clothing,  and  other  necessary 
articles.    There  is  considerable  money  in  the  place,  I  am  told. 

I  send  this  by  the  captured  schooner  Expresso  de  Gibara,  under  the 
charge  of  Ensign  J.  E.  Walker,  U.  S.  If.,  as  prize  master. 

The  questions  of  the  supply  of  food,  and  the  disposition  of  prisoners, 
and  of  the  early  opening  of  the  port  appear  to  me  to  be  important  ones, 
and  to  require  early  action. 

I  have  coal  and  stores  sufficient  to  last  untn  about  August  23. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  Maynabd, 
Commander,  TJ.  8.  If.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBB  IN  CHIEF  FOETH  ATLANTIC   FLEET. 


tr.  S.  S.  Banoeopt, 
Blockade  Duty  off  Isle  of  Pines,  August  9, 1898. 

Sib:  Since  my  last  report,  dated  August  2,  the  operations  of  the 
blockading  west  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  has  been  as  follows : 

On  the  forenoon  of  August  2,  when  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wreck  of 
the  steamer  Santo  Domingo,  in  Cortes  Bay,  a  saU  was  seen  close  to  the 
land  about  10  miles  to  the  northward. 

The  Bancroft's  steam  launch  was  lowered,  with  1-pounder  gun  mounted 
in  bows,  and  a  crew  of  14  men,  under  charge  of  Lieut.  Henry  B.  Wilson, 
was  sent  to  intercept  her.  By  the  time  the  launch  reached  the  vicinity 
the  schooner  had  worked  into  a  port,  and  was  being  hauled  aground  by 
some  men  and  soldiers.  The  launch  stood  right  in,  opening  fire  and 
dispersing  the  crowd.  James  Munro  (apprentice,  first  class)  swam  to 
the  schooner  and  made  fast  a  line;  Valdemar  Holmgren  (ordinary  sea- 
man) swam  to  the  pier,  where  a  small  sloop-rigged  boat  was  made  fast. 
As  the  launch  was  trying  to  haul  off  the  schooner  the  line  parted,  and 
while  another  line  was  being  run  three  volleys  were  fired  from  the 
high  grass  on  the  left  bank.  Emmanouil  Koulouris  (coal  passer)  was 
instantly  killed,  being  shot  through  the  arm  and  breast.  A  rapid  fire 
was  started  with  rMes,  while  Lieutenant  Wilson  maneuvered  the 
launch  so  as  to  take  a  line  thrown  by  Holmgren  from  the  small  boat, 
which  he  had  shoved  off  from  the  wharf;  the  boat  was  pulled  out 
and  a  fire  opened  on  the  ambuscade  with  the  1-pounder,  wMch  routed 
the  party;  when  the  fire  of  the  1-pounder  was  then  turned  on  the 
schooner,  as  it  was  too  hard  aground  to  pull  off  under  the  circum- 
stances and  it  was  damaged  beyond  present  use.  The  party  then 
returned  to  the  Bancroft,  bringing  the  smaller  boat  with  them.  It  is 
quite  remarkable  that  the  enemy  got  in  only  one  effective  shot.    We 
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had  no  means  of  knowing  their  loss,  but  it  was  no  doubt  severe.  I 
can  not  say  too  much  in  praise  of  Lieutenant  Wilson  and  all  the  men 
in  the  party  for  their  coolness.  When  fired  upon  their  first  thought 
was  to  rescue  their  companion,  who  was  on  the  wharf.  It  was  admirably 
done  and  the  small  prize  carried  off.  I  send  copy  of  Lieutenant  Wil- 
son's report.  The  prisoners  I  had  on  board  spoke  of  the  place  as  if  it 
were  pronounced  Belin.  They  knew  nothing  about  it  except  that  it 
was  a  military  post  with  40  men ;  a  shipping  point,  and  that  the  wharf 
had  been  built  since  the  war.  They  said  the  schooner  had  come  out  of 
the  Cuama  Eiver  near  by,  up  which  there  is  a  very  fertile  country. 
This  place,  which  has  been  before  unknown  to  me  and  is  not  on  the 
chart,  consists  of  several  small  warehouses  and  a  pier,  on  which  is  a 
railroad  track.  Whether  this  track  is  merely  a  local  one  for  running 
goods  into  the  warehouses  or  is  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  to  Pinar  del 
Kio  I  am  unable  at  present  to  determine;  no  cars  were  seen.  None  of 
the  prisoners  I  had  on  board  had  been  there  for  six  months.  One  said 
positively  there  was  no  railroad  except  from  Batabano;  while  another 
thought  they  had  built  one  to  some  point,  probably  Ooloma,  since  the 
beginning  of  the  war. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  death  the  Bancroft  steamed  outside  and  the 
remains  of  Emmanouil  Koulouris  were  committed  to  the  deep  with  full 
ceremonies.  A  letter  has  been  written  to  his  father,  who  lives  on  the 
island  of  Siphno,  in  care  of  the  United  States  minister  resident  and 
consul-general  at  Athens,  Greece. 

The  following  morning  I  started  for  Siguanea  Bay,  where  the  Maple 
had  gone  two  days  previous,  to  maintain  blockade  and  sound  out  a 
passage.  Having  gotten  all  the  information  I  could  out  of  the  prisoners 
mentioned  in  last  report  I  let  them  go.  Arrived  off  Siguanea  Bay  about 
noon,  where  Maple  signaled  passage  with  Mount  Canada,  N.  80°  E.,  3J 
fathoms  least  water.  Started  in,  following  Maple,  and  for  some  time  got 
3  fathoms  and  twice  got  16  feet,  which  shows  how  uncertain  it  is. 
When  well  inside  found  a  well- protected  anchorage  in  7  fathoms;  good 
holding  ground.  Maple  reported  boarding  several  steamers  and  speak- 
ing the  Wilmington,  bound  to  Key  West.  Work  being  necessary  on  the 
Bancrofts  boiler  tubes,  in  the  early  morning  of  the  next  day,  Thursday, 
the  4th  instant,  I  went  on  board  the  Maple,  taking  the  BancrofVs  steam 
launch  with  a  1-pounder  gun  and  armed  crew,  in  charge  of  Ensign  Vogel- 
gesang,  and  started  for  Nueva  Gerona,  35  miles  distant,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  island,  the  principal  port  and  reported  place  of  a  large 
blockade  trade  with  Batabauo.  It  would  be  very  convenient  to  have  a 
local  pilot  in  these  waters,  but  between  the  launch  and  the  light  draft 
of  the  Maple  we  were  able  to  feel  our  way  about  with  a  fair  sense  of 
security.  Three  fathoms  was  the  least  water  we  got  going  in,  but  return- 
in  g  got  15  feet.  At  about  10  a.  m.  sighted  two  sloops  weU  inshore;  sent 
steam  launch,  which  brought  off  crews  and  reported  both  as  sponge 
fishers.  Being  satisfied  that  they  were  engaged  in  nothing  but  sponge 
fishing,  and  not  wanting  to  delay  further,  I  let  them  go.  As  we  turned  to 
the  eastward,  at  northwest  end  of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  saw  the  usual  warn- 
ing fires  burning  ahead  of  us.  When  in  front  of  Nueva  Gerona  steamed 
close  up  to  entrance  of  river  and  sent  launch  ahead  to  examine  bar,  and 
she  found  6  feet  on  it,  though  there  is  probably  deeper  water.  Seeing 
three  schooners  on  the  Batabano  side  of  reef,  about  10  miles  distant, 
being  lifted  in  mirage,  recalled  launch,  and,  steaming  over  till  3  fathoms 
were  reached,  sent  her  for  what  looked  to  be  an  opening  in  the  reef, 
through  which  she  passed  to  within  a  mile  of  the  vessels,  when  she 
struck  2  feet,  with  trees  growing  up  out  of  the  water.    To  have  gone 
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around  the  reef  would  have  been  15  miles,  so  launch  returned  to  the 
Maple  and  we  steamed  to  the  eastward.  Sighted  a  sjoop  which  stood 
inshore  to  where  a  large  schooner  wsls  anchored.  Sent  steam  launch 
in  to  inspect  the  boat,  and,  on  approach  of  which,  the  crews  of  the 
Spanish  vessels  took  to  their  boats,  the  sloop  having  been  run  aground. 
As  the  launch  was  about  to  board  the  sloop  a  lire  was  opened  from 
shore,  which  was  replied  to  from  the  launch,  the  Maple  also  opening  fire, 
and  the  beach  was  swept,  the  dense  foliage  giving  the  enemy  an  advan- 
tage which,  if  taken,  would  have  been  hard  to  deal  with.  No  one  was 
injured  in  our  party.  The  sloop  was  a  trading  vessel  with  no  cargo 
and  was  destroyed,  while  the  schooner,  which  was  loaded  with  wood 
and  charcoal,  was  hauled  out  and  we  anchored  till  morning,  when  we 
got  under  way  for  Siguanea  Bay,  towing  the  schooner  and  steam  launch. 
There  seems  to  be  quite  a  commerce  between  Batabano  and  Nueva 
Gerona,  but  as  far  as  I  have  yet  seen,  it  consists  of  wood,  charcoal,  and 
sponges,  with  chickens  and  fruit  in  small  quantities.  Nueva  Gerona  is 
beautifully  situated  between  the  mountains,  a  short  distance  up  a  river, 
where  we  saw  anchored  three  schooners.  Siguanea  Bay  is  an  excellent 
base  for  vessels  of  light  draft.  I  believe  eventually  20  feet  can  be  found 
over  bar,  but  until  such  a  channel  has  been  surveyed  and  buoyed,  ships 
must  run  in  a  straight  line,  and  no  ship  drawing  over  14  feet  should 
attempt  to  enter  at  present.  A  vessel  stationed  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Isle  of  Pines  would  cut  off  all  communication  with  Batabano.  I  have  as 
yet  seen  no  signs  of  any  foreign  products  getting  into  any  ports,  Bata- 
bano or  Ooloma,  nor  do  I  believe  any  have  gotten  in  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Isle  of  Pines.  On  reaching  Siguanea  Bay,  saw  Bancroft  coming  for 
us.  Lieutenant  Veeder  having  become  anxious  over  our  long  stay.  Saw 
a  vessel  outside,  which  we  took  to  be  one  of  our  converted  yachts,  and 
directed  Maple  to  go  out  and  meet  her.  It  proved  to  be  the  Hornet, 
which  thought  we  were  Spanish  vessels  coming  out.  She  had  come  from 
the  eastward  to  take  her  place  on  the  west-side  blockade,  and  I  directed 
her  to  Cortes  Bay.  On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  Bancroft  took  16 
tons  of  charcoal  from  the  prize  schooner  Garmita,  and  Maple  took  a  large 
quantity  of  wood.  The  same  day  the  Maple  returned  to  the  vicinity  of 
Nueva  Gerona  for  the  night,  while  the  Bancroft  proceeded  out  on  line 
Mount  Canada,  N.  81 E.  (mag.),  with  steam  launch  ahead  sounding,  least 
water  being  3  fathoms,  which  depth  we  carried  for  some  time.  Vessel 
was  anchored  on  extreme  edge  of  ledge,  where  within  a  ship's  length  it 
drops  from  7  to  12  fathoms,  and  then  into  the  deep  sea,  where  an  abun- 
dant supply  of  fish  of  the  finest  quality  was  caught.  Sent  armed  party 
in  steam  launch,  in  charge  of  Ensign  W.  W.  Phelps,  to  make  an  exam- 
ination of  Pedernales  Bay,  which  had  been  reported  as  a  shipping  point. 
Party  returned  at  5  p.  m.  and  reported  the  place  as  suitable  for  a  winter 
refuge,  one  or  two  huts  belonging  to  fishermen,  but  no  signs  of  anything 
else.  The  following  day,  Sunday,  at  noon,  the  Maple  returned  from 
vicinity  of  Nueva  Gerona  and  reported  all  quiet.  The  Maple  being  low 
in  coal  supply,  I  directed  her  to  return  inside  and  use  fuel  from  the  prize 
schooner,  while  Bancroft  proceeded  same  night  to  Cortes  Bay  to  com- 
municate with  Hornet,  my  intention  being  to  return  immediately  and 
send  Maple  to  Key  West.  Our  chief  engineer  reports  the  use  of  char- 
coal very  satisfactory  while  at  anchor,  but  we  were  not  able  to  ob  tain  very 
good  results  while  underway.  However,  it  gave  an  excellent  bed  for 
spreading  coal  and  was  a  great  saving  to  our  coal  supply.  The  follow- 
ing morning  met  Hornet  off  Cortes  Bay  with  a  small  schooner  as  a  prize, 
and  about  noon  we  anchored  in  Cortes  Bay.  Toward  evening  Helena 
and  Uagle  arrived  from  Key  West.    In  compliance  with  order  from  com- 
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modore  commanding  naval  base  Key  West,  brought  by  the  Helena  for 
Bancroft  to  return  at  once  to  Key  West  to  coal  and  report  for  duty  on 
blockade  north  side,  the  Bamcroft  left  Cortes  Bay  at  daylight,  August 
9,  and  arrived  at  Key  West  the  morning  of  August  11. 

Word  was  sent  by  Ihe  Hagle  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Maple 
to  use  his  judgment  as  to  whether  to  destroy  or  bring  to  Key  West 
the  prize  schooner  Oarmita. 

I  have  learned  from  a  pilot  furnished  the  Maple  by  the  Cuban  camp 
on  the  coast  east  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  that  the  name  of  the  town  where 
the  fight  was  on  August  2  is  Bail^n  or  Caray.  He  is  not  familiar  with 
the  waters  west  of  Batabano,  but  thinks  there  is  no  railroad  west  of 
Pinar  del  Eio,  and  that  goods  are  landed  at  Baildn  and  carried  by  road 
to  Pinar  del  Eio.  He  had  heard  that  when  the  steamer  Villaverde  landed 
her  cargo  some  time  ago  she  put  most  of  it  ashore  at  Port  Cortes  so  as 
to  reduce  her  draft,  and  then  proceeded  to  Coloma.  He  thinks  that 
the  Santo  Domingo  was  going  to  land  cargo  at  Bail^n  and  then  get  to 
Batabano  with  the  12-inch  guns. 

Since  we  have  had  the  last  supply  of  coal  (George's  Creek)  the  cruis- 
ing speed  of  the  Ba/ncroft  has  fallen  from  over  10  knots  to  about  6. 
Very  respectfully, 

EicHAEDSON  Clover, 
Gommam,der,  U.  S.  -ST.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forges, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


United  States  Steambk  Bancroft, 

Cortes  Bay,  Cuba,  August  S,  1898. 

Sir:  I  have  to  report  that  I  left  the  ship  this  morning  at  ahont  8.15  in  charge  of 
an  expedition  to  intercept  a  schooner  seen  under  way  about  10  miles  to  the  north- 
ward and  near  the  land.  The  steam  launch  was  fitted  with  a  1-pounder  and  manned 
by  fourteen  men  armed  with  rifles.  Upon  nearing  the  shore  a  small  settlement  of 
about  six  houses,  apparently  warehouses,  was  seen  situated  at  the  head  of  a  bend  or 
turn  near  the  shore  line,  and  some  men  were  hauling  a  schooner  in  near  the  beach. 
Seeing  soldiers  in  the  party,  I  opened  fire  with  the  1-pounder  and  drove  them  off  to 
the  right.  They  having  taken  refuge  in  the  tall  grass  there,  the  firing  was  contin- 
ued until  the  place  was  well  cleared.  The  left-hand  shore  was  also  shelled.  In  the 
village  itself  I  satisfied  myself  no  armed  person  was  lurking.  The  steam  launch 
then  slowly  steamed  in  toward  the  schooner,  the  riflemen  keeping  up  the  fire  on 
both  sides.  The  schooner  was  found  aground,  with  a  cargo  of  green  com,  grain,  and 
rum.  J.  Munro  (apprentice,  first  class)  swam  to  her  with  the  end  of  a  line  and  the 
launch  was  started  ahead.  The  whole  time  the  firing  was  being  kept  up  by  the 
riflemen  on  each  side.  The  line  parted,  and  while  endeavoring  to  run  another  the 
launch  was  fired  upon  from  the  left-hand  shore  by  soldierB  concealed  in  the  shrub- 
bery, three  volleys  being  fired.  The  launch  was  then  turned  sufficiently  to  bring 
the  1-ponnder  to  bear  and  the  vicinity  shelled  effectually,  for  we  heard  no  more  vol- 
leys or  single  shots.  During  this  attack  E.  Koulouris  (coal  passer)  was  shot  in  the 
left  breast  and  killed  instantly;  fortunately  no  one  else  was  injured.  It  is  very 
probable  that  the  Spanish  met  with  severe  loss,  for  the  fire  of  the  riflemen  and  the 
1-pounder  was  well  directed.  Before  the  firing  of  the  volleys  Valdemar  Holmgren 
(ordinary  seaman)  swam  ashore  about  25  yards  to  pier,  on  which  was  a  railroad  track, 
cnt  adrift  a  small  sloop,  and  during  the  firing  so  handled  her  as  to  be  able  to  throw 
a  line  to  the  launch,  which  I  maneuvered  to  cover  him.  I  then  towed  her  out  as  a 
prize,  and  seeing  that  under  the  circumstances  it  would  be  impossible  to  get  the 
schooner  afloat,  I  swung  the  head  of  the  launch  toward  her  and  put  a  number  of 
shots  in,  effectually  disabling  her.    No  other  vessels  or  boats  were  seen. 

I  am  pleased  to  add  that  all  hands  conducted  themselves  in  a  most  exemplary 
manner  during  the  trying  moments. 

Respectfully  submitted.  H.  B.  Wilson, 

Lieutenant,  United  States  Navg. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Banoroft. 
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Woods. 


Woods, 


Tall'gras? 


o   Schoonet. 
••    Small  sloop. 

%    Position  of  Launch  ivhen  fired  upon, 
from  about  the  position  A.. 
^'--    Probable  3  fbot  line . 

Sketch  from  memory  of  Bail6n — place  Tisited  by  steam  laniicfi,  Bancroft,  Augast  2,  1898. 


131360. 


Fo.  32.1 


[Bepoit  of  aBslgnment  of  Teasels  on  north  Cnban  blockade.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Peanoisoo, 


Off  Havana,  Cuba,  August  3, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  make  the  following  report  of  assignment  of  the  ves- 
sels under  my  command  on  this  date : 

Off  Matanzas :  Siren  and  Uncas. 

Off  Sagua  la  Grande  and  vicinity :  Vilcing  and  Hawlc. 

Off  Cardenas:  Hudson. 

The  Pompey  has  been  sent  to  the  Isle  of  Pines,  the  Mangrove  has  just 
left  vl  atanzas  for  Key  West  for  important  repairs  to  her  machinery, 
which  will  keep  her  in  port  for  some  days,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Uncas  reports  that  his  ship  will  soon  have  to  have  important 
work  done  upon  her  machinery  which  will  necessitate  her  remaining  in 
port  for  some  days  also.  I  have  no  ships  with  which  to  relieve  these 
vessels. 

Off  Havana :  Piscataqua,  Marietta,  TopeTca,  Stranger,  San  Francisco, 
Woodbury,  Peoria,  Castine,  Oneida. 

The  Stranger  leaves  for  Key  West  for  coal  and  water  to-night,  but 
she  should  return  in  a  few  days. 
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Off  Blariel  and  Bahia  Honda:  I^othing.  The  Piscataqua  was  there 
on  August  l,but  the  departure  of  ships  from  this  station  compelled  me 
to  call  her  in. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  small  number  of  ships  with 
which  I  am  supposed  to  keep  up  an  efficient  blockade  of  over  400  miles 
of  coast,  and  also  to  the  fact  that  most  of  these  ships  are  of  low  speed, 
light  gun  fire,  and  would  be  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  a  hurricane.  In 
regard  to  the  low  speed  of  the  great  part  of  the  ships  I  wish  to  forward 
the  following  copy  of  a  paragraph  in  a  report  to  me  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  D".  8.  S.  Mangrove: 

We  were  alongside  the  Pompey  coaling  on  the  28th  (July)  until  5  p.m.,  when  we  got 
underway  and  stood  to  the  westward.  At  11.30  p.  m.  sighted  a  steamer  hound  in  for 
Matanzas ;  when  first  seen  she  was  distant  about  2i  miles ;  we  chased  her  for  two 
hours  at  our  best  speed  and  kept  up  fire  on  her  during  this  time,  but  she  was  too  fast 
for  us  and  escaped.  At  5  a.  m.  on  the  29th,  we  were  about  4  miles  off  the  entrance 
to  Matanzas  with  no  steamer  in  sight." 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  Mangrove  reported  verbally  that  since 
this  occurrence  there  have  been  two  steamers  in  Matanzas  which  have 
tried  to  escape  at  night,  but  that  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  that  port 
these  efforts  had  been  frustrated  by  his  ship  and  the  Uncas. 

I  have  to  forward  the  following  extract  from  a  report  made  to  me  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Pompey  on  July  31  last,  just 
before  leaving  Cardenas: 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  the  health  of  the  oflScers  and  crew  is  excellent. 

The  rainy  season  has  set  in  and  rain  squalls  frequently  extend  to  seaward  accom- 
panied by  thunder  and  lightning. 

The  gunboats  and  small  vessels  still  show  themselves  inside  the  cays  beyond  our 
reach,  but  since  our  late  captures  they  do  not  venture  out  so  far. 

The  couriers  from  the  insurgent  camp  report  that  many  of  the  troops  in  and 
around  Cardenas  have  been  withdrawn  and  sent  to  the  westward.  Colonel  Rojas 
had  a  slight  skirmish  near  Cardenas — losing  two  men,  killing  nine  men,  and  captur- 
ing one  officer.    He  then  took  his  force  to  the  mountains. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Howell, 
Commodore,  U.  8.  N., 
Commanding  First  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Jlifavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Kay  West,  Fla.,  August  3,  1898. 

Sir:  *  •  *  During  the  forenoon  of  July  26  a  Cuban  camp  was 
noticed  at  the  extreme  end  of  Maugh  Point,  from  which  signals  were 
being  made  with  a  Cuban  flag.  The  Fagle  ran  to  within  half  a  mile,  in 
rapidly  shallowing  water,  and  sent  an  officer  on  shore  to  communicate 
with  the  insurgents,  and  if  possible  to  obtain  a  pilot  for  the  waters  in 
this  vicinity. 

Information  was  obtained  as  follows :  The  Cuban  troops  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Pinar  del  Rio  numbered  about  600,  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Lasso,  and  were  well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition.  The 
force  at  Maugh  Point  (locally  known  as  Punta  de  la  Liana)  numbered 
4:5,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Dell  Valle,  in  addition  to  which  he 
had  a  force  of  16  men  close  to  Cape  Francis. 

The  town  in  Cortes  Lagoon  was  named  Cortes,  and  contained  a  popu- 
lation of  1,600,  all  of  whom  are  suffering  from  the  effects  of  the  war. 
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The  town  was  the  seat  of  the  tobacco  industry  of  the  neighboring  region, 
but  all  tobacco  had  been  removed  to  Havana  several  months  pi'evious. 
He  stated  that  about  30  Spanish  soldiers  guarded  the  town,  but  Com- 
mander Clover,  of  the  Bancroft,  has  since  learned  from  a  Cuban  resident 
that  this  number  should  be  about  100. 

Communication  between  points  on  this  part  of  the  coast  is  carried 
on  by  signal  lights  at  different  points,  and  by  heliographic  signals  from 
Cortes. 

A.  small  town  on  the  coast,  4J  miles  above  Cortes,  is  named  Baling. 
It  contains  one  blockhouse,  but  no  soldiers  are  now  located  there.  The 
town  of  Coloma,  some  16  miles  to  the  eastward,  at  which  it  is  supposed 
the  Villaverde  once  landed  a  cargo,  is  in  daily  communication  with 
Batabano  by  means  of  two  light-draft  paddle-wheel  steamboats.  No 
vessel  had  gone  to  either  of  these  towns  since  the  burning  of  the  Santo 
Domingo. 

A  force  of  about  50  Spanish  soldiers  is  stationed  at  Cape  San 
Antonio,  where  are  several  small  field  pieces. 

Lieutenant  Dell  Valle  was  kind  enough  to  send  for  a  Cuban  pilot  for 
the  JSagle,  but  circumstances  prevented  his  arrival  before  the  Eagle's 
departure. 

The  same  afternoon  the  Eagle  visited  the  wreck  of  the  Santo  Domingo, 
and  found  the  forward  and  after  parts  still  smouldering. 

On  the  morning  of  July  28  the  Bancroft  arrived  on  the  blockade,  and 
that  day,  with  the  Eagle  in  company,  visited  the  Cuban  camp  herein 
referred  to,  and  the  wreck  of  the  Santo  Domingo. 

As  the  Eagle  was  afterwards  in  company  with  the  Bancroft,  all  sub- 
sequent events  will  be  reported  upon  by  the  commander  of  the  Ban- 
croft. 

I  wish  to  state  that  I  believe  the  12-inch  guns  on  the  Santo  Domingo 
can  be  saved  by  wreckers  if  the  Department  so  desires.  In  my  opin- 
ion they  fell  from  the  skids,  which  burned  from  under  them,  to  tlie  hold 
of  the  vessel,  crushing  the  bottom  plating  and  allowing  the  vessel  to  fill 
with  water.  The  breech-screw  threads  of  the  4.72-inch  guns  are  niinod, 
but  they  can  easily  be  turned  at  a  gun  factory  to  take  a  slightly  larger 
breechblock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOUTHEELAND, 

Lieutenant  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF   OF   U.  S.  NAVAL   FORCES, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  Key  West,  Fla. 


132959. 

[Beport  on  blockade  of  Sagna  la  Grande,  Cuba.] 

No.  33.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Feanoisco, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  August  7, 1898. 
SiE:  Upon  my  arrival  here   yesterday  I  received  the  following 
telegram  : 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  5, 1898. 
Howell, 

(Through  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.) : 
Tonr  telegram  of  2d  instaut  la  received.    Apache,  Sylvia,  and  Frolic  prohably  now 
with  you.    Others  will  be  sent  when  practicable.     Your  remarks  about  seagoing 
ahipa  with  strong  batteries  for  blockade  off  Havana  are  noted.    Any  blockades  to 
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the  east  of  Cardenas  may  be  discontinued  during  the  hurricane  season  unless  near 
port  of  refuge  is  available,  like  Gibara  or  Nipe  Port.  Department  has  thus  far  been 
unable  to  secur*  vessels  of  maximum  draft,  5  feet,  of  requisite  structural  strength  to 
insure  safe  passage  even  in  moderate  weather.  Dolphin  available  10th.  WiU  then 
be  sent. 

I  have  just  come  from  an  inspection  of  the  blockading  operations 
now  going  on  at  Sagua  la  Grande  and  the  vicinity.  I  have  so  far  had 
the  Viking,  Siren,  and  Hawh  engaged  there  and  they  have  succeeded 
in  putting  a  stop  to  the  entry  of  steamers  to  any  of  the  ports  in  that 
vicinity.  The  torpedo  boats  Foote,  Gushing,  and  McKee  are  now  there 
and  the  Talbot  is  expected  to  go  in  a  few  days.  Although  not  the  best 
form  of  vessel  for  this  work,  these  torpedo  boats  can  go  inside  the  keys 
and  do  much  toward  breaking  up  the  trade  inside.  This  trade,  how- 
ever, was  dependent  upon  the  arrival  of  steamers  with  freight  for  trans- 
portation, so  that  the  shutting  out  of  these  steamers  has  practically  put 
an  end  to  the  work  inside  the  keys.  I  shall  endeavor  to  maintain  two 
or  three  small  vessels  outside  the  keys  there,  with  two  or  more  torpedo 
boats  inside,  and  I  am  confident  that  this  will  constitute  a  perfect 
blockade  as  far  as  freight  for  Havana  is  concerned.  These  vessels  are 
all  able  to  seek  shelter  behind  the  keys,  so  that  they  can  get  under 
cover  in  case  of  a  gale. 

The  place  at  which  there  is  the  most  danger  to  the  small  vessels  is 
the  Havana  blockade.  There  is  no  shelter  to  be  found  there  in  case  of 
bad  wea*her,  and  vessels  would  have  to  run  across  the  channel  to  seek 
shelter. 

Yery  respectfully,  J.  A,  Howell, 

Commodore,  U.  8.  N., 
Oommcmding  First  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

The  Seoebtabt  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  J).  0. 


No.  35.]  U.  S.  Flagship  San  Francisco, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  August  12, 1898. 

ISiE :  I  have  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  operations 
connected  with  the  blockade  recently  established  by  me  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sagua  La  Grande : 

Ou  July  11,  while  lying  off  Havana  in  this  ship,  I  received  a  telegram 
from  Admiral  Sampson,  the  text  of  which  is  given  below  in  my  tele- 
gram to  you  of  the  8th  instant,  directing  me  to  station  a  force  on  blockade 
between  Nuevitas  and  Port  Nipe,  in  order  to  hamper  the  Spanish  forces 
at  Santiago  should  they  endeavor  to  retreat  in  that  direction  or  to  be 
provisioned  by  that  route.  These  orders  also  further  directed  me  to 
blockade  as  much  of  the  rest  of  the  north  coast  of  Cuba  as  possible 
with  the  force  under  my  command. 

Many  of  the  ships  of  my  command  being  needed  between  Cardenas 
and  Bahia  Honda,  I  was  only  able  to  muster  force  to  blockade  one 
other  section  of  the  coast,  and  I  accordingly  went  at  once  to  the  east- 
ward, and  on  July  13  established  a  blockade  of  that  portion  of  the 
coast  lying  between  Nuevitas  and  Port  Nipe.  Eeturning  to  Key  West 
after  the  establishment  of  this  blockade,  and  learning  later  of  the  fall 
of  Santiago,  I  saw  that  this  blockade  had  ceased  to  be  important,  and 
so  allowed  it  to  lapse. 

Perceiving  that  no  blockade  of  Havana  could  be  efficient  as  long  as 
Sagua  La  Grande  was  left  open,  and  knowing  from  reports  received 
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from  commanding  officers  of  ships  that  a  large  trade  was  going  on  there, 
I  at  once  proceeded  to  establish  a  blockade  between  Cardenas  and  Nue- 
vitas  in  accordance  with  Admiral  Sampson's  orders.  This  blockade 
was  efficiently  maintained,  and  the  traffic  was  quickly  and  thoroughly 
broken  up. 

During  the  course  of  these  operations  I  corresponded  with  the 
Department  regularly  in  regard  to  the  necessity  for  breaking  up  this 
trade,  as  well  as  the  corresponding  traffic  in  small  boats  and  lighters 
inside  the  keys,  and  received  several  replies  bearing  on  the  subject. 

In  this  connection  T  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  following  let- 
ters written  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Favy,  copies  of  which  are 
inclosed  herewith:  No.  26,  of  July  19;  No.  28,  of  July  27;  No.  30,  of 
August  1,  and  the  telegrams  which  it  acknowledges  and  confirms ;  No. 
32,  of  August  2,  and  No.  33  of  August  7.  Also  to  my  letter  No.  4,  of 
July  27,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  a  copy  of  which  I  forwarded  to  the 
Department.  These  letters  gave  the  Department  full  information  in 
regard  to  my  operations. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  recfeipt  of  the  following  telegram : 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  8,  1898. 
Howell,  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Ma.: 

By  what  authority  are  you  blockading  Sagna  La  Grande  t  It  ia  not  included  in 
the  President's  proclamation.  Sampson  has  not  informed  Department  that  he  has 
blockaded  it,  and  therefore  no  proclamation  has  been  issued.  Courts  are  releasing 
vessels  captured.  Claims  for  damages  wiU  be  heavy.  Protests  from  three  Govern- 
ments already  received  at  State  Department.  Furnish  all  information  in  your  posses- 
sion immediately  that  proclamation  may  be  issued  if  found  advisable.  Meantime 
you  are  not  authorized  to  capture  vessels  going  there. 

liONO. 

In  answer  to  this  I  sent  the  following  telegram : 

Kbt  West,  Fla.,  August  8,  1898. 
Secketakt  Navt,  Washington,  D.  G.: 

Telegram  asking  authority  for  blockade  north  coast  Cuba  received.  In  reply 
state  that  on  July  10  received  telegram  from  Sampson  as  follows : 

"Howell,  Key  West: 

"  You  will  please  assume  command  of  the  blockade  force  on  the  north  coast  of 
Cuba,  and  as  the  forces  defending  Santiago  de  Cuba  are  expected  to  capitulate  off- 
hand, to  abandon  place  (position),  and  to  march  toward  Holguin,  where  it  would 
be  convenient  either  to  remove  the  troops  by  boat  through  the  keys  on  the  north 
coast,  or  to  provision  them  by  the  same  route.  You  will  please  station  between  Port 
Nipe  and  Nuevitas  snflcient  force  to  prevent  any  expedition  reaching  Holguin 
between  these  two  points,  and  make  other  disposition  of  the  force  under  your  com- 
mand that  will  blockade  north  coast  of  Cuba  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  do  so  with 
the  force  under  your  command. 

"Sampson." 

I  established  blockade  north  coast  Santiago  de  Cuba  from  Nuevitas  to  Nipe  at 
once,  but  when  Santiago  fell  allowed  blockade  there  to  lapse,  and  started  work  at 
Sagua  la  Grande  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible.  Call  attention  to  my  letter  to 
Secretary  Navy,  No.  28,  of  July  27,  paragraph  7,  in  regard  to  this  matter.  Soon 
after  that  was  written  succeeded  in  establishing  an  efficient  blockade  of  Sagua  la 
Grande,  and  can  maintain  present  efficient  blockade  from  Cardenas  to  San  Juan  de 
los  Eemedios,  inclusive.  Shall  I  maintain  this  blockade,  warning  off  neutral  vessels, 
or  shall  I  abandon  itf  District  of  Sagua  la  Grande  and  vicinity,  as  defined  above, 
must  be  kept  closed  to  efficiently  blockade  Havana. 

Howell. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  telegram  in  answer 
to  the  above: 

Washlngton,  D.  C,  August  9,  1898. 
Howell,  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.^ 
Beferring  to  the  middle  part  of  Department's  telegram  of  5th  instant,  also  the  lattei 
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part  of  your  telegram  8th  instant,  are  there  near  ports  of  refuge  for  the  hlockaders 
on  the  section  you  mention,  from  Cardenas  to  San  Juan  Bemedios,  inclusive? 

Long. 

In  reply,  I  answered : 

Kkt  West,  Fla.,  August  9,  1898. 
Secretaet  Navy,  WaahJmgton,  D.  G.: 

Answering  telegram  of  this  date,  state  that  light-draft  gunboats  can  do  the  work 
and  always  find  shelter  around  the  keys. 

HOWBLL. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  following  telegram  in  answer 
to  the  above : 

Washington,  D.  C,  August  10, 1898. 
HowBLL,  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Replying  to  the  last  three  lines  of  your  telegram  of  the  8th  instant,  it  is  considered 
best  for  a  few  days  not  to  extend  blockade  beyond  what  has  already  been  proclaimed. 
Beyond  these  limits  be  very  careful  not  to  seize  vessels,  unless  Spanish  or  carrying 
contraband  of  war,  as  neutrals  have  right  to  trade  with  ports  not  proclaimed  block- 
aded, 

AiXHN,  Acting  Secretary. 

I  at  once  sent  orders  to  withdraw  the  ships  of  the  blockading  force 
from  Sagua  to  Matanzas,  where  they  now  are,  and  sent  the  following 
telegram : 

Kbt  West,  Fla.,  August  10, 1898. 
Secretaky  Navt,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Telegram  received.    Have  directed  withdrawal  of  blockade  of  ports  mentioned. 

HOWBLL. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  A.  Howell, 
Commodore,  U.  8.  If., 
Commanding  First  Squadron,  Worth  Atlantic  Fleet. 

The  Sbcrbtart  of  the  Natt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


135892. 

TJ.  S.  S.  Hist, 
Off  Gape  Cruz,  Cuba,  August  10, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  have,  in  this  vessel  tinder  my 
command,  made  during  the  last  four  days,  from  the  6th  to  the  10th, 
inclusive,  a  thorough  reconnoissance  of  the  inland  waters  from  Ouarto 
Eeales  Channel  and  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur  to  this  cape. 

At  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur  I  steamed  close  in  and  made  a  circuit  of  the 
harbor  within  rifle  shot  of  the  forces  on  shore,  and  was  therefore  able 
to  obtain  a  good  view.  I  found  the  blockhouse  to  the  eastward  of  the 
city,  the  one  partially  destroyed  in  the  bombardment  of  July  20,  had 
not  only  been  rebuilt,  but  materially  strengthened  with  a  stone  and 
sand  redoubt;  that  between  the  city  and  this  blockhouse  a  considerable 
sand  fort  had  been  thrown  up,  and  upon  its  face  I  could  make  out  two 
small  guns.  Both  of  these  strongholds  were  heavily  garrisoned  by 
troops  who  could  be  distinctly  seen  on  the  ramparts,  and  from  a  not 
too  reliable  source  I  was  informed  that  the  town  was  garrisoned  by 
about  300  Spanish  soldiers,  the  place  being  practically  deserted  by  the 
usual  inhabitants  and  noncombatants.  The  day  before  a  schooner 
loaded  with  provisions  from  Manzanillo  bound  for  Juoaro  in  tow  of  a 
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small  steamer,  said  to  be  German,  stopped  here  and  took  on  a  lot  of 
meat  and  then  passed  on  to  the  westward.  This  small  steamer  that  had 
her  in  tow  has  for  some  time  been  doing  similar  work,  all  the  while 
flying  the  German  flag. 

At  Guayabel,  supposed  to  be  a  Cuban  port,  I  found  a  handful  of 
sickly  so-called  insurgents,  who  reported  much  sickness  and  distress 
on  shore.  They  could  give  me  little  or  no  information,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  a  young  lieutenant,  they  all  appeared  to  be  in  favor  of 
anyone  who  came  along,  a  surmise  that  was  borne  out  upon  a  close 
cross-questioning  and  later  information.  They  have  been  in  constant 
communication  with  Manzanillo  and  apparently  on  friendly  terms  with 
the  enemy  of  that  place,  and,  while  pretending  to  give  us  information, 
I  have  no  doubt  they  have  reported  all  our  movements  and  gave  such 
information  to  the  enemy  they  could  obtain.  These  and  all  Cubans 
back  of  Santa  Cruz,  having  access  as  they  do  with  their  native  province, 
Puerto  Principe,  a  cattle-raising  district,  have  been  the  means  of  sup- 
plying beef  at  all  times  to  the  enemy  at  Manzanillo  and  the  east.  Only 
a  few  hours  before  my  arrival  a  small  boat  sailed  from  this  place  to 
Manzanillo,  and  I  tried  to  intercept  it,  but  failed. 

At  Manzanillo  I  entered  the  harbor  from  the  northern  passage  and 
approached  close  to  the  city,  making  a  circuit  out  and  around  the  upper 
cays,  thence  through  the  middle  or  western  entrance.  From  this 
entrance  I  approached  the  front  of  the  city  and,  with  the  helm  a-port, 
steered  round  close  to  the  southern  side  well  inside  of  the  range  of  the 
batteries  on  shore,  being  careful  to  keep  well  clear  of  any  range  buoys. 
In  this  way  I  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  most  excellent  view  of  the  harbor 
and  shipping  from  all  sides.  I  found  anchored  in  the  harbor  and  along- 
side the  dock  two.  rather  large  and  three  small  steamers,  five  schooners, 
and  a  number  of  small  craft,  two  cargo  barges,  and  several  hulks, 
besides  the  wreckage  of  those  vessels  sunk  in  the  bombardment  of 
July  18.  Steam  was  up  in  all  the  steamers  and  from  two  of  the 
smaller  ones  steam  was  escaping,  and  from  most  reliable  information 
two  guns  have  been  mounted  upon  each  of  the  small  steamers.  As  I 
passed  close  to  the  southern  battery  I  could  distinctly  make  out  a  num- 
ber of  Spanish  soldiers  manning  the  five  guns  mounted  there,  but  they 
did  not  fire  a  shot,  and  prudence  forbade  my  doing  so.  A  few  days 
before  Colonel  O'Eyan,  after  evacuating  Niquero,  succeeded  with  his 
forces  in  making  Manzanillo,  part  of  the  way  by  land  and  the  rest  by 
water.  When  he  left  Niquero  he  had  under  his  command  nearly  400 
armed  guerrillas,  and  at  San  Eamon  picked  up  125  Spanish  soldiers, 
and  again  at  Campechuela  175  more,  which,  together  with  a  lot  of  camp 
followers,  made  a  sum  total  of  nearly  1,000  men,  well  armed  and  pro- 
visioned and  with  an  abundance  of  ammunition.  These  forces,  added 
to  those  already  in  Manzanillo,  would  make  nearly  5,000  armed  troops 
in  the  city,  including  the  volunteers  and  civic  guards  that  have  recently 
disarmed  but  again  taken  into  the  ranks,  but  they  are  very  short  of 
ammunition.  Manzanillo  now  is  the  only  place  on  the  coast  of  Cuba 
from  Santa  Cruz  east  that  is  occupied  by  Spanish  troops,  and  I  am  cred- 
itably informed  that  they  are  anxious  to  surrender  to  us,  provided  a 
suflflcient  force  is  presented  that  will  protect  them  from  future  Spanish 
trial.  Should  such  an  event  take  place,  I  desire  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  conduct  of  this  Colonel  O'Eyan  and  his  cut  throat  guerrillas, 
mainly  recruited  from  the  criminal  class.  My  principal  informant  in 
regard  to  these  men  is  Mr.  Beattie,  an  English  gentleman  and  owner  of 
the  Media  Luna  estate.  He  says  that  from  the  very  beginning  of  the 
war  up  to  the  present  time  this  man  has  been  committing  atrocities  of 
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all  kinds,  pillaging  villages  and  robbing  the  inhabitants,  killing  In  cold 
blood  all  paciflcos,  young  and  old,  not  even  sparing  children,  and  shoot 
ing  all  prisoners  of  war.  Mr.  Beattie  supplemented  his  statement  witl 
quite  a  list  of  the  unfortunate  and  inoffensive  beings  who  have  fallen 
victims  to  the  cruelty  of  this  man  and  his  gang.  I  also  learned  from  a 
reliable  source  that  the  Spanish  forces  in  Manzanillo  are  desirous  of 
forming  a  junction  in  the  province  of  Puerto  Principe  with  the  forces 
from  Holguin,  and  as  they  are  cut  off  from  the  rear  by  the  Cuban  bush- 
whackers their  only  alternative  is  by  water  to  Santa  Cruz  or  Jucaro, 
and  that  they  were  making  preparations  for  such  a  move.  This  infor- 
mation has  confirmation  in  the  fact  that  they  have  recently  been  ship- 
ping provisions  west  and  for  several  days  actively  engaged  in  cutting 
all  the  corn  and  destroying  the  vegetable  patches  in  and  about  Man- 
zanillo, even  planted  by  themselves.  With  the  five  steamers  to  tow 
and  the  two  large  barges  and  other  craft  in  the  harbor  they  have  suifi- 
cient  means  of  transportation  through  the  shallow  channels  behind 
the  cays. 

At  Oalcito,  about  6  miles  south  of  Manzanillo,  I  communicated  with 
the  Cuban  forces  of  150  encamped  at  that  place,  and  near  by  in  the 
neighborhood,  scattered  about,  are  500  more  troops  on  leave  from  San- 
tiago, all  well  armed  and  with  plenty  of  ammunition,  but  short  of  food. 
Here  I  learned  that  the  Cuban  General  Eios  about  five  days  before  had, 
with  a  few  hundred  troops,  formed  a  junction  with  General  Eabi  with 
a  few  hundred  more,  making,  in  all,  500,  at  Cano,  and  the  two  had 
advanced  to  and  taken  possession  of  Blanquizal,  only  IJ  miles  to  the 
eastward  of  Manzanillo  and  commanding  the  roads  from  that  city  to 
the  interior. 

General  Eabi  is  the  commander  of  the  second  Cuban  army  corps, 
which  includes  two  divisions,  the  first  under  General  Eios  and  the  sec- 
ond under  General  Lova,  and  his  eastern  district  extends  from  the  Eiver 
Bayamo  to  the  coast,  from  Cape  Cruz  to  the  Eiver  Contramiestro,  and 
they  hold  all  the  towns  and  villages  in  that  district  except  Manzanillo. 
A  few  days  ago  they  had  a  fight  with  the  Spanish  forces  in  the  suburbs 
of  that  city,  in  which  they  killed  7  Spaniards  and  taok  11  prisoners,  with 
a  loss  of  1  officer  and  2  men  killed  and  1  wounded.  The  prisoners  taken 
in  this  engagement  are  treated  with  consideration. 

All  along  the  coast  there  is  much  suffering  and  distress  from  the 
want  of  food  and  proper  nourishment,  and  a  little  back,  stretching 
toward  the  interior,  it  is  pitiful,  and  can  only  be  relieved  by  either  the 
evacuation  of  Manzanillo  by  the  Spanish  forces  or  its  capture  and 
occupation  by  our  forces. 

At  Oalcito  I  gave  the  surgeon  in  charge  a  barrel  of  pork  for  the  sick 
women  and  children,  all  of  whom  are  suffering  for  the  want  of  greasy 
food. 

At  Media  Luna  I  placed  in  Mr.  Beattie's  hands,  for  proper  distribution 
of  a  similar  nature,  a  barrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  of  salt  beef,  and  some 
bread,  all  that  I  could  spare  from  my  limited  supplies,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident that  even  this  little  will  be  the  means  of  alleviating  some  of  the 
great  suffering  I  have  found  to  exist  in  these  places. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Ltjoian  Yottng, 
Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  If.,  Gommcmding. 

Eear  Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  IF.  8.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  8tation. 
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132966. 

[Damage  sustained  by  firing  from  Itforro  Castle.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  San  Francisoo, 
Off  Havana,  Ouba,  August  12,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  respectfully  report  that  this  morning,  at  about  6  o'clock,  while 
on  the  inside  blockade,  the  batteries  located  on  and  near  Morro  Castle 
opened  fire  on  this  vessel,  firing  about  twenty  shots,  one  of  which 
struck  the  ship  in  the  stern  and  inflicted  the  following  damages : 

The  midship  frame  was  sheared  off  in  two  places,  the  piece  cut  off 
being  2J  feet  long.  The  next  frame  on  the  starboard  side  was  twisted 
about  2  inches.  The  outside  plating  and  butt  straps  were  ripped  open, 
making  an  oblong  hole  2  feet  by  11  inches. 
All  of  the  damage  done  is  above  the  spar  deck. 
The  joiner  work  in  wake  of  the  hole  was  carried  away,  damaging  the 
panel  work  in  the  after  cabin. 

Four  air-port  battle  plates,  which  were  stowed  back  of  the  transom, 
were  twisted  out  of  shape. 

EespectfuUy,  E.  P.  Leaey, 

Captain,  U.  8.  If.,  Commanding. 

COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF  FlEST  SQTJADEON, 

North  Atlamtic  Fleet. 


135895. 

[Keport  of  bombardment  of  Ifanzanillo.] 

TJ.  S,  S.  Nbwaek, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  13, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments and  operations  of  this  vessel  and  her  consorts  up  to  8  o'clock  this 
morning : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  9th,  the  NewarTc  left  Guantanamo  and  was 
joined  shortly  after,  off  the  entrance  to  that  port,  by  the  TJ.  S.  ^.Resolute, 
carrying  the  battalion  of  marines  under  Colonel  Huntington.  We  pro- 
ceeded to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  we  communicated  with  the  St.  Louis, 
and  then  continued  to  the  westward.  On  Wednesday  afternoon,  the 
10th  instant,  we  fell  in  with  the  Hist  and  Suwanee  off  Cape  Cruz.  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Delehanty,  of  the  Suwanee,  having  preceded  us  to 
this  point,  communicated  with  the  Hist,  and  learned  from  her  com- 
manding officer,  Lieutenant  Toung,  that  the  condition  of  affairs  at  Man- 
zanillo was  such  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  an  attack  by  the  force 
under  my  command  would  result  in  a  speedy  capitulation  of  the  garri- 
son and  city.  This  he  reported  to  me  as  being  in  entire  accordance 
with  a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  Commander  Todd,  of  the  Wilmington, 
which  he  had  been  permitted  to  read  on  board  your  flagship.  Lieu- 
tenant Young,  who  had  on  board  a  competent  pilot,  assured  me  that  it 
was  entirely  practicable  to  approach  to  within  about  2  miles  of  Manza- 
nillo in  a  ship  drawing  as  much  water  as  does  the  JVeworfc. 

Inasmuch  as  the  force  detailed  by  you  for  the  contemplated  opera- 
tions at  the  Isle  of  Pines  was  not  all  at  hand,  and  as  the  Wompatuck 
could,  in  all  probability,  not  leave  Guantanamo  until  the  12th  or  possi- 
bly the  13th,  it  appeared  to  me  well  to  occupy  this  time  of  waiting  in 
an  attempt  at  securing  Manzanillo  and  its  garrison. 


302  BUEEAU   OF   NAVIGATIOH. 

We  waited  off  Cape  Cruz  that  night  in  order  to  be  joined  by  the 
Alvarado  and  Osceola,  and  then,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th,  started 
forCnatro  Eeales  Channel,  the  following  ships  accompanying  the  New- 
ark: Resolute,  Suwanee,  Hist,  Osceola,  and  Alvarado.  In  order  to  min- 
imize the  chances  of  accident  that  would  be  incurred  in  navigating 
waters  only  imperfectly  charted,  I  sent  the  Sist,  with  her  pilot,  ahead. 
On  her  starboard  beam  was  the  Suwanee.  In  rear  of  these  two  came 
the  Osceola.  In  rear  of  the  Osceola  came  the  Resolute,  and  lastly  the 
Newark,  with  the  Alvarado  close  aboard;  all  keeping  the  lead  going 
constantly.  By  a  preconcerted  system  of  signals  the  presence  of  shoal 
water  or  other  danger  could  be  instantly  communicated  itoiu  the  lead- 
ing ships  in  ample  time  to  stop  the  progress  of  the  Resolute  and  New- 
ark, heavy-draft  vessels. 

We  experienced  no  difflculty  whatever  in  getting  through  Cuatro 
Eeales,  the  least  water  found  by  the  Newark  being  5J  fathoms.  At 
dark  that  day  we  anchored  inside  of  the  Great  Barrier  Eeef  in  10 
fathoms  of  water,  about  40  miles  distant  from  ManzaniUo. 

Yesterday  morning,  the  12th  instant,  my  little  flotilla  got  under  way  at 
half  past  4,  and  proceeded  to  the  vicinity  of  ManzaniUo.  The  Resolute, 
Suwanee,  Hist,  and  Osceola  anchored  well  outside  of  the  northern 
entrance.  I  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce  on  the  Newark  and  proceeded  to  an 
anchorage  about  3  miles  distant  from  the  town,  whence  I  sent  the  Alva,- 
rado,  also  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  to  present  to  the  military  comman- 
dant a  demand  for  surrender,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose. 
This  demand  was  placed  in  his  hands  by  Lieutenant  Blue  at  thirty-five 
minutes  past  noon.  The  reply  was  to  the  effect  that  the  Spanish  mil- 
itary code  forbade  a  surrender,  except  as  the  sequence  of  a  siege  or 
other  military  operation. 

The  town  being  fortified,  is  exempt  from  the  privileges  and  immuni- 
ties attached  to  defenseless  places.  Nevertheless,  as  you  will  perceive 
from  my  demand,  sufficient  time  was  given  to  permit  noncombatants 
to  leave  the  city.  At  3  o'clock  I  signaled  to  the  outlyiag  vessels  to  take 
the  stations  off"  the  town  which  had  been  assigned,  and  at  3.35  hauled 
down  the  flag  of  truce  on  the  Newark  and  proceeded  toward  Manza- 
niUo until  the  shoalness  of  the  water  forbade  her  further  approach. 
At  3.40  fire  was  opened  from  this  ship  on  the  batteries  and  was  main- 
tained with  tolerable  steadiness  until  4.15  o'clock,  with  an  accuracy 
surprising  in  view  of  the  short  time  during  which  she  has  been  com- 
missioned.   The  other  vessels  followed  shortly  after. 

At  4.15  p.  m.,  having  seen  supposed  white  flags  hoisted  on  the  Span- 
ish gunboat  Guha  Espanola  and  the  commandant's  quarters,  I  made 
signal  "  Cease  firing,"  and  sent  the  Alvarado  in  under  flag  of  truce.  At 
the  same  time  the  Suwanee,  Hist,  and  Osceola,  all  under  the  immediate 
orders  of  Lieutenant-Commander  Delehanty,  were  approaching  the 
town  from  the  southward  through  the  middle  channel.  When  these 
vessels  were  within  1,000  to  1,500  yards  of  the  batteries  the  Spanish 
authorities  opened  fire  on  them  at  4.35,  paying  no  attention  to  the  flag 
of  truce  on  t\y&  Alvarado,  which  (as  I  have  since  been  informed)  they  failed 
to  perceive.  The  Alvarado  hauled  down  her  flag  of  truce  and  joined 
the  other  gunboats  m  returning  the  fire.  At  4.50  opened  fire  again 
from  the  Newark.  The  Cuban  forces  at  this  time  appeared  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  town  and  began  discharging  volleys,  which  were  returned 
apparently  by  Spanish  artillery.  The  Newark  threw  a  number  of  6-inch 
shells  in  this  direction  in  order  to  assist  the  Cubans.  The  Suwanee 
Osceola,  Hist,  and  Alvarado  soon  returned  to  the  neighborhood  of  the 
flagship,  and  we  all  anchored  at  about  5.30  p.  m.  for  the  night.    From 
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that  time  until  daylight  this  morning  one  6-inch  shell  was  fired  from 
the  Newark  at  the  batteries  at  irregular  intervals,  one  shpt  being  fired 
during  each  half  hour.  Daylight  revealed  a  large  number  of  white 
flags  flying  over  the  blockhouses  and  batteries  of  Manzanillo  and  the 
approach  of  a  boat  from  shore  bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  The  captain  of 
the  port  came  off  and  delivered  to  me  a  cipher  dispatch  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  reading  as  follows:  "Protocol  of  peace  signed  by 
the  President;  armistice  proclaimed."  My  disappointment  was,  as  may 
be  imagined,  very  great,  for  I  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  gar- 
rison was  entirely  ready  to  surrender.  I  had  hoped  that  the  fleet  under 
your  command  might  have  won  one  more  laurel  and  gained  one  more 
important  victory  before  the  conclusion  of  peace. 

A  few  projectiles  fell  close  to  this  ship,  but  the  enemy's  attention  was 
naturally  directed  chiefly  against  the  gunboats.  I  am  happy  to  report 
no  casualties  or  injuries  beyond  three  shots  from  Mauser  rifles  through 
the  Suwanee's  ensign.  What  was  possibly  the  last  shot  of  the  war  was 
a  6-inch  projectile  fired  from  the  Newarlt  at  5.20  a.  m.  to-day.  It  gives 
me  great  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  officers  of  this 
ship  and  of  the  remarkable  gun  practice  she  displayed. 

I  inclose  reports  of  the  commanding  officers.  It  is  impossible  for  me 
to  exaggerate  their  loyalty,  zeal,  and  bravery,  which  have  been  too  often 
proved  during  the  war  to  render  eulogy  on  my  part  necessary.  Sub- 
jected as  they  were  to  close  fire  from  guns  of  various  calibers,  from  old- 
fashioned  smoothbores  to  Krupp  14-pounders,  and  volleys  of  Mauser 
bullets,  they  stuck  to  their  post  and  upheld  the  honor  of  the  flag.  I 
earnestly  commend  to  your  favorable  consideration  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Delehanty,  Lieutenants  Toung,  Pnrcell,  and  Blue,  commanding 
the  Suwanee,  Hist,  Osceola,  and  Alvarado,  respectively. 

A  part  of  the  contemplated  plan  of  operations  was  the  landing  of 
some  or  all  of  the  marines  of  Colonel  Huntington's  command.  This 
officer's  regret  at  the  loss  of  an  opportunity  to  win  additional  distinc- 
tion for  his  corps  and  himself  was  only  equaled  by  his  careful  study  of 
the  necessities  of  the  case  and  his  zealous  entrance  into  the  spirit  of  the 
enterprise. 

Commander  Eaton  was,  as  is  his  wont,  most  ready  and  eflBcient,  and 
with  his  ship  was  extremely  helpful  toward  others.    It  was  only  the 
nature  of  his  ship  and  her  personnel  which,  under  my  positive  orders, 
kept  him  from  a  more  prominent  place  in  the  action. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  P.   GrOODEIOH, 

Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Gommanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief, 

Flagship  New  York,  Guantanamo,  Cuba. 


XJ.  S.  S.  ZSTb-waek, 
TompMnsville,  N.  T.,  November  17, 1898, 
SiE :  (1)  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  the  following 
extract  from  a  private  letter  to  me  from  Lieut.  Lucien  Young,  United 
States  Navy,  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Hist,  dated  Santiago,  Cuba,  Novem- 
ber 7,  and  giving  important  information  as  to  the  attack  on  Manzanillo 
by  our  forces  on  August  12  last. 

(2)  Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  the  Spanish  commander  appointed  a  hoard  to 
determine  what  was  best  to  do,  and  they  recommended  an  immediate  surrender 
after  the  fight  in  which  we  were  fired  on,  and  the  general  signed  it.  In  order  to 
carry  it  oat  they  withdrew  all  their  forces  from  the  wharf  and  lauding,  so  as  to  per- 


304  BUEEAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

mit  the  landing  of  onr  forces,  and  that  was  the  troop  we  saw  marchmg  through  the 
street.  As  we  did  not  come  in  then  they  withdrew  all  their  troops  baclc  of  the  hills 
for  the  night,  and  signed  the  papers  to  present  to  you  at  8  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  accepting  all  your  demands  of  surrender,  and  to  permit  our  forces  to  occupy 
the  city. 

(3)  It  appears  from  this  letter  that  a  few  hours'  more  time  would  have 

gained  additional  laurels  for  the  Navy. 

EespectfuUy,  O.  F.  Goodrioh, 

Gaptain,  U.  8.  N. 
Seceetaey  of  the  l!]"AVT,  Washington,  B.  0, 
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[Report  of  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  12,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Newark, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  IS,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  report  of  the  bombardment  of  Manzanillo  by 
the  Newark  ; 

At  1.45  we  commenced  to  clear  ship  for  action  and  were  ready  at  3  p.  m.  The  first 
and  second  cutters,  in  which  were  placed  inflammable  stores,  and  two  whaleboats 
were  lowered  and  anchored.  This  was  done  to  prevent  possible  injury  to  them  from 
the  cuncussion  of  the  guns.  At  3.30  p.  m.  crew  was  sent  to  general  quarters.  At 
3.35  flag  of  truce  was  hauled  down  and  battle  flags  were  broken  at  the  mastheads. 
Previous  to  this,  the  officers  of  the  gun  divisions  were  assembled  by  your  orders  on 
flying  bridge  and  the  positions  of  the  commandant's  quarters,  the  land  batteries 
and  small  gunboats  were  pointed  out  and  instructions  given  to  fire  at  these  points. 
The  firing  commenced  at  3.35.  I  instructed  the  division  officers  to  fire  at  discretion, 
keeping  up  a  lively  bombardment.  This  was  done  until  about  4.15  when  our  fire 
was  stopped,  at  which  time  the  Alvarado  was  sent  under  a  flag  of  truce  toward  the 
city.  The  other  vessels  of  the  fleet,  excepting  the  Resolute,  were  approaching  Man- 
zanillo through  the  middle  passage.  Fire  was  opened  upon  them  and  upon  the 
Alvarado,  the  latter  hauling  down  her  flag  of  ianioe  and  participating  in  the  engage- 
ment. 

For  fifteen  minutes  there  was  a  rapid  exchange  of  shots  between  the  ships  and 
shores.  We  were  prevented  from  firing  at  this  time,  as  the  vessels  masked  our  line 
of  fire.  Upon  the  return  of  the  Suwanee,  Mist,  Osceola,  and  Alvarado  to  our  vicinity, 
we  again  opened  fire.  Orders  were  now  given  to  send  half  the  divisions  to  supper. 
Firing  was  continued  about  an  hour,  firing  at  irregular  intervals,  averaging  every 
half  hour  one  6-inch  shell  from  each  of  the  four  divisions.  This  was  continued 
until  about  6.40,  when  an  order  was  given  to  fire  one  6-Lnch  shell  every  half  hour, 
and  to  continue  the  firing  throughout  the  night. 

The  ranges  used  throughout  the  action  were  from  6,000  to  5,200  yards,  the  greater 
range  being  used  while  under  way,  reducing  range  when  we  anchored,  at  about 
5.30  p.  m. 

In  regard  to  the  working  of  the  battery,  the  firing  was  very  satisfactory,  being 
remarkably  accurate.  Probably  one-fourth  of  the  projectiles  did  not  burst.  Com- 
mon shell  with  base  fuses  were  used.  I  have  to  report  the  following  defects  noticed 
in  the  battery,  and  in  doing  so  incorporate  the  report  of  the  officers  of  the  gun 
divisions. 

I  respecfully  report  that  the  officers  and  assistants  in  charge  of  the  divisions  were 
zealous  and  efficient  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 
Very  respectfully , 

W.  H.  Turner, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 
The  Commanding  Officer. 


135895. 

[Part  taken  by  EetolvU  in  action  off  Manzanillo  August  12, 1898.] 

TJ.  S.  S,  Eesolutb, 
^0.  45.]  Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  13, 1898. 

SiE :  In  accordance  with  article  No.  275,  TJ.  S.  Navy  Eegulations,  I 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  conduct  of  this  ship  during  the  action 
of  August  12, 1898,  off  Manzanillo,  Cuba. 
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At  1.30  p.  m.  cleared  ship  for  action. 

At  3.30  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  IfewarTc,  got  nnder  way 
and  stood  in  toward  the  town,  stopping  the  engines  when  astern  of  the 
NewarTc. 

During  the  earlier  part  of  the  action,  although  the  crew  were  at 
quarters,  no  shells  were  fired  from  this  ship. 

At  4.18,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  Wewark,  the  firing  from  our 
ships  ceased,  and  as  far  as  our  observation  extended  no  shots  were  fired 
from  the  shore  batteries. 

During  this  time  a  white  flag  was  visible  flying  from  a  staff  on  a 
large  building  on  shore. 

At  4.40  the  Spanish  batteries  opened  again,  dropping  many  shells 
around  the  Alvarado  and  Suwanee. 

The  Resolute  then  steamed  ahead,  and  at  4.35  opened  fire  when  astern 
of  the  Newarli  with  the  starboard  guns. 

Three  of  the  shells  were  noted  as  falling  on  shore  in  the  town,  near 
the  batteries. 

Finding  our  shells  falling  short,  and  having  orders  not  to  go  into 
close  action  (the  decks  being  crowded  with  the  500  marines  on  board), 
ceased  firing  at  4.45  and  lay  to  just  outside  the  NewarTc. 

Several  of  the  enemy's  shell  fell  between  the  Newarh  and  this  ship, 
but  none  reached  the  ship  itself,  and  there  are  no  casualties  or  injuries 
to  report. 

During  the  action  the  boats  of  the  ship  were  in  constant  readiness 
to  land  marines. 

I  respectfully  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  executive  ofiBcer. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  ofl&cers  and  men  exhibited  excellent  spirit 
and  their  conduct  was  most  satisfactory.  . 

Careful  observations  were  made  of  the  WewarVs  practice,  and  1  report 
that  most  of  her  shell  struck  in  and  close  to  the  batteries  at  which 
they  were  aimed. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  G.  Eaton, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

Oapt.  O.  F.  GooDRiOH, 

Commander  U,  S.  S.  NewarTc,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
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U.  S.  S.  Resolute, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  13,  1898. 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  article  525,  Regulations  for  the  Government  of  the  Navy, 
I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Resolute  in  the 
action  of  yesterday  afternoon  at  this  port: 

At  1.25  p.  m.  the  Newark  signaled  Numeral  2,  "  Clear  for  action."  At  this  time  the 
Resolute  was  anchored  in  7i  fathoms  of  water,  the  east  end  of  East  Oay  bearing  S.  40° 
E.,  its  west  end  S.  6°  E.,  and  the  ship's  head  being  N.  87°  E,  When  the  signal  was 
hauled  down  the  ship  was  made  ready  for  battle,  following,  as  far  as  could  be  done 
with  a  vessel  of  this  class,  the  General  Instructions,  1896,  of  the  Bureau  of  Naviga- 
tion, for  "Clearing  ship  for  action."  Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  battery 
of  four  6-pounder8  and  three  Colt's  automatic  6-millimeter  rifles.  The  latter  guns 
belong  to  the  Marine  Battalion,  now  on  board,  and  were  placed  at  the  rail  on  each 
side  of  the  fore  hatch.  Awnings,  spare  sails,  hammocks,  and  other  pieces  of  canvas 
were  disposed  as  shelters  for  the  protection  of  guns'  crews.  Details  for  the  efSciency 
of  steering  arrangements,  stop  leaks,  and  hose  connections  were  carried  out  also 
with  special  care. 

At  3.15  we  weighed  anchor  and  took  position  to  the  northward  of  East  Cay, 
directly  off  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Manzanillo,  and  kept  it  under  steam  until 
the  end  of  the  action.  About  4.20  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  on  one  of  the  principal 
bnildings  of  the  city,  and  signal  to  cease  firing  was  made  by  the  Newark.    The 
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Alvarado  went  in  under  flag  of  truce  from  the  northward,  and  the  Osceola,  Sist,  and 
Suwanee,  which  had  entered  the  harbor  from  the  eastward  at  3.30,  prooeed.ed  up  the 
harbor  until  the  leading  vessel,  Suwanee,  was  off  the  middle  portion  of  the  city.  Fire 
was  then  opened  by  the  shore  batteries,  which  was  returned  with  great  spirit  by  the 
above-named  ships,  followed  by  the  Newark  and  Resolute.  Our  starboard  battery  of 
6-pounders  only  was  used,  the  shell  being  directed  against  the  more  northerly  bat- 
teries at  a  range  of  4,000  yards.  Five  armor  pieroing  and  six  common  shell 
(6-pounders)  were  expended. 
There  are  no  casualties  or  damages  to  report. 

Both  officers  and  men  showed  a  most  commendable  spirit  and  enthusiasm. 
Very  reepectfullv, 

Charles  C.  Rogers, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer, 
The  Commanding  Offigbb. 

135895. 

[Part  taken  by  Oiceola  In  engagement  off  ManzaniUo,  Angnst  12.] 

U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Off  ManzaniUo,  Cuba,  August  13, 1898. 

Sir  :  The  following  report  of  the  engagement  that  took  place  yester- 
day with  the  enemy  is  respectfully  submitted: 

At  3.15  p.  m.  we  got  under  way  and  stood  in  for  ManzaniUo  through 
a  channel  between  the  cays  abreast  of  Gaimanera  Point. 

Firing  was  commenced  at  3.42  p.  m.  by  shelling  the  beach  and  known 
position  of  a  battery  on  Cainamera  Point  at  a  range  of  4,000  yards. 
This  was  done  with  a  view  of  developing  the  enemy's  strength  and 
exact  position.    No  return  was  made  to  this  fire. 

At  4.07  p.  m.  we  saw  a  flag  of  truce  flying  from  a  building  occupied 
by  the  commandant,  and  firing  was  immediately  stopped.  In  company 
with  the  Suwanee  and  Hist  we  then  steamed  in  for  the  city  wharves,  and 
stopped  in  3  fathoms  of  water  directly  in  front  of  and  within  easy  range 
of  the  city  water  battery.  While  in  this  position  awaiting  the  arrival 
of  the  approaching  Alvarado,  flying  a  flag  of  truce,  and  when  she  had 
arrived  inshore  of  the  Suwanee,  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  city  water 
battery. 

A  shell  passed  across  this  vessel's  stern  from  starboard  to  port,  tear- 
ing the  lid  oflF  a  box  filled  with  3-pounder  ammunition  and  shattering 
the  box.  This  fire  was  immediately  returned  by  this  vessel,  the  Suwanee, 
Sist,  and  Alvarado.  This  occurred  at  4.33  p.  m.,  and  was  continued 
until  4.54  p.  m.,  when  we  withdrew  on  verbal  order  of  commanding 
offlcer  of  the  Suwanee.  The  riflemen  and  battery  on  Gaimanera  Point 
and  hillside  southwest  of  the  city  also  opened  fire,  lifo  one  was  hit  on 
board  this  vessel.  Ernst  Boeder,  seaman,  had  his  eardrum  broken 
from  concussion  of  firing  of  the  Spounder  aft,  at  which  he  was  sta- 
tioned. The  officers  and  men  did  their  duty  well. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.   L.   PUROBLL, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Newark,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


[Fait  taken  by  SwwavM  In  engagement  at  ManzaniUo,  Angnst  12.] 

U.  S.  S.  Suwanee, 
Off  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  12, 1898. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  instructions  of  this  date  concern- 
ing the  bombardment  of  the  batteries  at  ManzaniUo,  I  got  this  ship 
under  way  on  signal  at  3.15  p.  m.,  and  proceeded,  in  company  with  the 
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Osceola  and  Hist,  to  take  designated  position.    I  passed  through  the 
channel  between  the  keys,  the  Osceola  leading,  to  pilot  us  through. 

At  3.50,  having  passed  through  this  channel,  we  opened  fire  at  a  range 
of  4,500  yards.  This  ship  at  once  took  the  lead,  going  at  full  speed,  head- 
ing for  the  batteries,  keeping  up  continuous  fire  at  decreasing  ranges, 
until  we  were  within  2,500  yards  of  the  battery  on  the  hill  south"  of  the 
blockhouse,  until  4.10,  when  signal  was  made  from  the  Newark  to  cease 
firing. 

We  then  steamed  in  close  abreast  the  batteries  and  stopped  within 
1,000  yards  of  the  shore  battery.  The  Osceola  was  lying  at  least  300 
yards  outside  of  us  and  on  our  port  quarter;  the  Hist  about  800  yards 
outside  of  us  and  abaft  our  port  beam.  We  were  heading  about 
northeast. 

While  lying  in  these  positions  we  observed  the  Alvarado  steaming 
in  flying  a  flag  of  truce.  When  she  arrived  close  alongside  of  us  the 
shore  battery  opened  fire,  their  shells  striking  close  aboard. 

We  all  immediately  returned  this  fire,  and  a  spirited  fire  was  main- 
tained on  both  sides  until  4.50,  when  we  withdrew. 

During  this  engagement  a  sharp  fire  was  also  kept  up  by  the  troops 
on  shore,  the  shots  falling  close,  over  and  alongside,  three  Mauser  bullets 
passing  through  our  colors. 

For  fifteen  minutes  the  ship  was  under  a  heavy  fire  close  to  the  bat- 
teries, where  we  had  drifted  in  and  gotten  aground ;  but  as  the  bottom 
was  soft  I  was  enabled  to  get  her  off"  by  going  full  speed  ahead  on  the 
starboard  engine  and  backing  on  the  port. 

During  the  entire  engagement  the  of&cers  and  men  behaved  admira- 
bly, firing  with  coolness  and  precision. 

We  fired  the  following  number  of  projectiles:  Eighteen  4-inch  shell; 
one  hundred  and  thirty- two  rounds,  6-pounders;  six  rounds  of  6-miUi- 
meter.    Three  of  the  4-inch  base  fuse  exploded  prematurely. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  report  of  the  executive  officer.  Lieutenant 
Stone. 

Very  respectfiilly,  D.  Delbhantt, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Capt.  G.  F.  GooDEiOH,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  off  Manzanillo,  Cuba. 


135895. 

[Beportof  battle  off  Hanzaoillo,  Augast  12,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Hist, 
Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  13, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  vessel  in  the  attack  of  yesterday  upon  the  fortifications  of 
Manzanillo : 

The  vessel,  after  piloting  the  squadron  to  off  the  northern  entrance 
to  the  harbor,  proceeded  at  full  speed  to  Galcito,  about  6  miles  south 
of  Manzanillo,  in  order  to  communicate  with  the  Cuban  forces  at  that 
place,  consisting  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  Lieut.  Col.  Eodriguez  de 
Socoaras  was  brought  on  board  and  given  information  of  our  arrival 
and  intentions.  He  was  instructed  to  at  once  convey  such  knowledge 
to  Generals  Eabi  and  Eios,  the  two  Cuban  generals  encamped  with  about 
500  troops  at  Blenquizal,  and  to  further  instruct  them  that  should  they 
hear  our  guns  they  were  to  at  once  assault  the  Spanish  forces  from  the 
rear.  This  errand  having  been  accomplished,  the  vessel  returned  to 
anchorage  near  the  Suwanee,  oflf  the  northern  cay  of  the  harbor. 
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Cleared  ship  for  action  at  1.35  p,  m.,  in  accordance  with  general 
signal,  and  was  later  on  informed  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Suwanee  of  your  plans  of  action,  and  for  me  to  follow  in  his  wake  and 
his  movements,  the  Osceola  to  lead.  At  3.20  got  under  way  and  went 
to  general  quarters.  We  entered  the  harbor  by  the  western  entrance, 
between  the  keys,  and  when  clear  fired  one  shot,  for  range,  at  the  fort 
on  the  end  of  Caimanera  wharf,  but  it  fell  far  short. 

Turning  with  the  starboard  helm,  and  still  following  the  Suwanee,  I 
brought  the  fort  within  range  and  opened  fire  with  the  bow  3-pounder 
and  starboard  6-pounder,  and  continued  to  fire  upon  that  fort,  the 
blockhouse  to  the  rear,  and  fort  on  the  hill  until  the  signal  was  made 
to  cease  firing,  at  4.17.  Shortly  after  the  Newarh  opened  fire  1  saw  a 
gun  open  from  the  fort  on  the  crest  of  the  hill  and  also  one  from  the 
Saragossa  Battery,  but  did  not  see  their  fall ;  hence  was  unable  to  judge 
of  the  direction  of  their  fire.  From  where  we  were  the  shots  from  the 
Newark  could  be  well  marked,  and  they  were  doing  fine  work.  Off  the 
end  of  Oaimenara  wharf  and  in  mid-channel  this  vessel  ran  so  close  to  a 
triangular  wooden  buoy  anchored  with  a  large  rope  that  the  helm  had 
to  be  quickly  put  over  to  throw  the  stern  clear.  Close  to  and  farther 
on  were  three  more  buoys  exactly  similar,  and  I  was  unable  to  make 
out  whether  they  were  for  range  fiags  or  torpedoes;  more  likely  the 
latter,  from  their  appearance. 

After  the  vessels  had  ceased  firing  and  all  appeared  quiet  on  shore, 
the  white  flag  in  front  of  the  barracks  on  the  hill,  troops  moving  about 
the  streets,  and  the  Alvarado  approaching  the  city  flying  the  white 
flag,  we  were  suddenly  fired  upon  from  a  sand  battery  near  the  center 
of  the  town  at  a  range  certainly  not  in  excess  of  400  yards.  Three 
shots  were  fired,  apparently  one  at  each  of  our  three  vessels,  and  the 
one  aimed  at  this  vessel  passed  over  the  deck  house.  I  immediately 
gave  orders  to  open  fire  with  the  entire  battery  at  the  fort  and  build- 
ings to  the  rear.  In  a  few  seconds  the  fight  became  general,  all  the 
forts,  field  batteries,  and  troops  keeping  up  a  continuous  fusilade,  which 
was  returned  by  this  vessel,  first  by  the  starboard  battery  and  then 
winded  and  with  the  port  and  again  with  the  starboard  battery,  until 
5  p.  m.,  when  the  three  vessels  steamed  out  and  came  to  anchor,  as  per 
signal,  close  to  the  Newark,  at  the  northern  entrance.  Although  many 
shots  came  dangerously  close  to  this  vessel,  especially  those  from  a 
field  gun  on  the  end  of  Oaimenara  wharf,  not  one  struck  the  vessel,  and 
there  were  no  casualties. 

During  the  action  the  working  of  the  battery  was  extremely  unsatis- 
factory. In  the  first  place,  the  two  after  S-pounders  were  out  of  com- 
mission, owing  to  the  securing  bolts  having  been  sent  to  Guantanamo 
for  repairs  about  one  week  before  and  had  not  been  returned.  The  firing 
spring  of  the  forward  3-pounder  Hotchkiss  would  lose  its  tension  after 
about  three  shots,  and  necessitated  a  cessation  of  fire  from  that  gun 
while  it  was  being  taken  out  and  spread — a  serious  fault  I  have  expe- 
rienced with  this  gun  in  every  action  so  far.  The  automatic  Colt  jammed 
twice.  All  four  Maxim  s  failed  to  function  after  the  first  or  fourth  round, 
due  to  insufficient  play  of  the  lever,  made  so  by  strain  or  some  unknown 
cause  that  weakened  the  mechanism.  They  could  not  at  the  time  be 
made  to  work  either  automatically  or  single.  The  main  work  was 
performed  by  the  two  6-pounder  Driggs-Shrceder,  which  gave  entire 
satisfaction. 

The  number  of  shots  fired  during  the  engagement  were  deliberate, 
with  care  and  precision,  and  consisted  of  thirty-two  3-pounder  common 
shell,  forty-seven  6-pounder  armor-piercing,  and  four  37-millimeter  com- 
mon shell,  and  ninety  6-millimeter  cartridges  from  the  automatic  Colt. 
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The  officers  and  crew  acted  in  a  most  enthusiastic  and  commendable 
manner.  The  executive  officer,  Lieut,  (junior  grade)  O.  W.  Hazeltine, 
and  Asst.  Engineer  E,  S.  Kellogg  rendered  especial  assistance,  the  first 
in  the  general  workings  of  the  vessel  and  the  battery  and  the  latter  in 
admirable  handling  of  the  engines  while  winding  ship  twice  under  a 
galling  flre. 

In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  you  upon  having  fought  the  last  fight 
and  fired  the  last  gun,  I  hope,  of  this  war,  and  for  the  magnificent  work 
performed  by  all  the  vessels  under  your  command  against  such  a  supe- 
rior force.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  I  was  enabled  to  be  with  you  upon 
this  occasion. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Lucien  Young, 

Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Oapt.  O.  F.  GooDEiCH,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Newark,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


135895. 

[Beport  of  bombardment  of  Kanzanillo,  August  12,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Altarado, 
Off  Mamanillo,  Cuba,  August  13, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  part  this 
vessel  took  in  the  bombardment  of  Manzanillo  by  the  vessels  under  your 
command  Friday  the  12th  instant. 

Soon  after  the  Newarlc  commenced  firing,  at  3.35  p.  m.,  we  began  with 
the  6-pounder  at  its  extreme  range  of  5,000  meters.  The  first  few  shots 
falling  short,  we  stood  in  nearer  and  succeeded  in  landing  a  few  shells 
on  shore.  At  this  time  we  were  recalled  to  the  Newark  and  received 
orders  from  you  to  go  in  to  the  city  under  a  flag  of  truce  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  the  enemy  wished  to  communicate,  something  resembling 
a  flag  of  truce  having  been  seen  on  shore. 

About  4.10  p.  m.,  While  steaming  in  toward  the  city  under  flag  of 
truce,  we  were  fired  upon  by  the  water  battery,  about  800  yards  away. 
The  crew  of  the  Alvarado  was  immediately  called  to  quarters,  the 
engines  stopped,  and  the  helm  put  hard  astarboard.  The  flag  of  truce 
was  then  hauled  down,  and  we  began  firing  at  a  range  of  600  yards. 
The  enemy  kept  up  a  brisk  small-arm  fire  for  a  few  minutes,  until  they 
were  driven  from  the  rifle  pits  by  the  fire  of  our  ships,  the  Suwanee,  the 
Osceola,  and  the  Mist,  having  opened  a  vigorous  fire  immediately  after 
we  had  been  fired  on.  The  artillery  in  the  water  battery  did  not  flre 
more  than  three  shots.  One  gun  mounted  on  a  hill  and  another  to  the 
southward  of  the  city,  about  2,000  yards  away,  kept  up  a  spirited  flre 
during  the  entire  action. 

The  ammunition  we  used  was  found  on  the  Alvarado  when  she  was 
surrendered.  On  account  of  the  poor  quality  of  this  ammunition  it  was 
difficult  to  keep  up  an  effective  flre.  Many  cartridges  hung  flre  and 
many  failed  to  flre  at  all.  The  mechanism  of  the  automatic  1-pounder 
got  out  of  order  after  flve  shots  were  fired,  and  was  not  in  condition 
again  until  after  the  action. 

The  ship  was  not  hit,  and  there  were  no  casualties  on  board. 

I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  Naval  Cadet  J.  A.  Hand,  the  execu- 
tive officer.* 

Very  respectfully,  Yiotoe  Blue, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Oapt.  0.  F.  Goodrich,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  Newark,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

*  Not  received  at  Department. 
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133914. 

[Report  of  action  with  two  Spanish  gnnboats  oflF  Caibarien.] 

U.  S.  S.  Mangrove, 
Making  passage  to  Key  West,  August  15, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  commander  in  chief  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  an  action  in  which  the  Mangrove  was  engaged  with 
two  Spanish  gunboats  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  off  the  har- 
bor of  Oaibarien,  north  coast  of  Cuba. 

I  arrived  off  Oayo  Frances,  north  coast  of  Cuba,  at  about  7  p.  m.,  on 
the  12th  instant,  with  instructions  from  the  Commodore  commanding 
naval  base,  a  copy  of  which  1  have  appended  and  marked  A.  I  found 
no  sign  of  the  expedition  at  Oayo  Prances,  and  as  it  was  not  advisable 
to  proceed  further  that  night  I  anchored  inside  the  cayo;  we  got  under 
way  again  at  8.15  a.  m.,  on  the  13th,  and  after  going  5  miles  to  the' 
eastward  I  found  the  Bellie  anchored  inside  one  of  Santa  Maria  Oayo; 
she  came  outside  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  party  came  aboard 
the  Mangrove  at  my  request;  he  informed  me  that  Colonel  Bosa  had 
landed  his  party  from  the  Adams  the  day  before  and  had  gone  inland. 
The  party  from  the  Bellie  were  to  land  next  a.  m.,  and  I  told  their  com- 
manding officer  that  I  would  remain  inside  Oayo  Frances  until  noon 
the  next  day  and  prevent  the  Spanish  gunboats  at  Oaibarien  from 
interfering  with  them. 

I  made  an  attempt  to  get  up  to  Caibarien  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
13th,  but  the  tide  was  not  favorable,  so  I  returned  to  my  anchorage 
inside  Cayo  Frances.  At  sundown  on  the  13th  I  discovered  one  of  the 
gunboats  at  Oaibarien  under  way,  up  near  the  harbor.  At  8.15  a.  m. 
on  the  14th,  I  got  under  way  again  and  proceeded  to  Oaibarien.  I  had 
no  chart  of  the  locality  and  was  obliged  to  go  very  slowly  and  feel  my 
way  carefully  with  the  lead.  We  arrived  at  a  point  about  2J  miles  east 
of  the  harbor  at  10.55  and  found  a  large  Spanish  gunboat  (probably  the 
Herndn  GortSs)  moored  close  inshore  to  the  northward  of  the  harbor. 
She  had  a  spring  out  from  her  stern  so  that  her  port  broadside  was 
presented  to  us.  We  opened  fire  with  the  port  6  pounder,  and  the  flre 
was  promptly  returned  by  the  gunboat.  At  11.10  we  got  within  range 
and  stood  to  northward  and  westward  for  twenty  minutes,  keeping  up 
a  steady  flre  with  the  port  gun  during  this  time.  I  then  turned  the 
ship  and  stood  to  the  southward  and  eastward  and  fired  with  the  star- 
board gun,  and  kept  up  this  firing  until  11.45 ;  the  firing  from  the  enemy 
was  steady  and  continuous.  I  found  that  he  could  reach  and  flre  over 
us  with  his  4.7  inch  guns,  so  at  11.45  I  thought  it  well  to  move  out  far- 
ther from  the  shore  in  hopes  that  the  gunboat  would  get  under  way  and 
come  out  to  us  where  I  could  continue  the  action  with  him  on  more  even 
terms.  When  I  moved  out  he  ceased  firing;  the  small  gunboat  kept 
up  her  fire  until  12.30.  At  1.45  the  small  gunboat  started  out  from 
shore  with  a  iiag  of  truce  flying.  I,  also,  then  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce; 
she  arrived  near  us  at  2.10  p.  m.  A  small  boat  came  alongside  bring- 
ing a  naval  officer,  an  army  officer,  and  a  civilian  to  act  as  interpreter. 
The  naval  officer  informed  me  that  peace  had  been  proclaimed  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  and  that  his  captain  had  just  received  a 
telegram  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  corps  directing  him 
to  cease  the  action.  He  presented  to  me  a  Spanish  letter  from  his  com- 
manding officer,  a  copy  of  which  (with  translation)  I  inclose  and  mark 
B.  This  party  remained  on  board  the  Mangrove  about  twenty  minutes 
and  then  returned  to  the  gunboat.  About  an  hour  later  another  small 
gunboat  came  out  and  an  army  officer  came  aboard.    He  said  he  had 
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been  sent  by  his  commanding  officer  to  find  out  the  name  and  rank  of 
the  American  officer  commanding  the  troops  on  shore  in  that  province. 
I  informed  him  that  I  could  not  give  him  the  desired  information,  and 
he  then  returned  to  his  ship. 

In  moving  out  from  the  harbor  of  Oaibarien  (after  firing  had  ceased) 
the  Mangrove  got  aground  in  7  feet  of  water,  and  we  were  engaged  until 
6.10  p.  m.  in  getting  her  afloat.  It  was  too  late  to  attempt  the  passage 
out  ttiat  night,  so  I  remained  at  anchor  at  a  point  northeast  by  east  from 
the  harbor  entrance,  and  distant  about  4  miles.  At  early  daylight  to- 
day I  sent  a  boat  out  to  pick  up  two  anchors  which  I  had  used  yester- 
day in  hauling  the  ship  off.  We  got  the  anchors  on  board  and  were 
under  way  at  7  a.  m.  to- day,  and  outside  Gayo  Frances  f).bout  10.45  a.  m. 

I  beg  to  state  to  the  commander  in  chief  that  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Mangrove  behaved  well  while  under  this  hot  fire  of  gunboats;  and 
I  wish  to  specially  commend  Ensign  0.  A.  Brand  for  his  tireless  energy 
in  handling  the  crew  and  serving  the  battery;  Ensign  John  H.  Dayton 
for  his  excellent  piloting  of  the  ship  and  for  the  good  shooting  he  did 
with  the  6  pounders.  Mate  John  Peterson  proved  himself  to  be  the  best 
man  in  the  Mangroves  old  light-house  crew,  and  he  did  valuable  service 
in  laying  out  anchors  and  doing  boat  work  at  a  time  when  it  was  par- 
ticularly dangerous.  The  other  mate,  Phil.  L.  Oosgrove,  and  the  crew 
did  their  work  promptly  and  fearlessly. 

I  would  have  been  pleased  if  the  gunboat  had  elected  to  come  out 
and  fight  us  under  way,  when  the  chances  would  have  been  good  for 
a  fair  fight.  I  understand  she  is  armed  with  two  4.7-inch  rifles  besides 
three  small  guns,  while  we  had  to  do  all  our  work  with  one  6  pounder, 
as  we  could  not  bring  them  both  to  bear  at  the  same  time.  Our  1 
pounder  was  of  no  service,  as  it  would  not  carry  far  enough. 

At  6.05  this  afternoon  we  passed  the  Spanish  gunboat  Infanta  Isa- 
bella ofi'  Sagua  la  Grande.  I  passed  close  to  her  and  she  hoisted  a  flag 
of  truce  at  her  foremast  head,  then  made  an  international  signal,  which 
stated,  "Peace  has  been  proclaimed." 

We  expended  during  the  action  one  hundred  and  three  6-pounder 
armor-piercing  shell  and  three  1-pounder  armor-piercing  shell.  There 
were  no  casualties  on  board  the  Mangrove. 

In  compliance  with  paragraph  437,  Navy  Eegulations,  I  inclose  a 
report  of  the  executive  officer,  Ensign  O.  A.  Brand. 
Very  respectfully, 

Danl.  D.  Y.  Stuaet, 
Lieutenant-  Commander,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Naval  Base,  Key  West, 
U.  S.  Flagship  Lancaaier,  August  8,  1898. 
Sir  :  Prepare  the  vessel  yon  command  for  sea,  and  if  readj  proceed  with  her  to- 
morrow to  Cayo  Frances,  Cuba.     If  you  see  no  signs  there  of  a  Cuban  expedition, 
under  the  lead  of  Colonel  Bosa,  embarked  in  two  schooners,  the  DelUe  and  the  Ellen 
F.  Adams,  proceed  to  Santa  Maria  Cay,  10  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cay  Frances. 

Should  you  there  see  no  signs  of  this  expedition,  it  is  presumed  thatthe  expedition 

has  succeeded,  and  you  will  immediately  proceed  to  your  regular  blockading  station. 

If,  however,  you  fall  in  with  this  expedition,  and  they  are  in  need  of  assistance, 

you  will  stay  by  them  for  a  day,  rendering  such  aid  as  may  be  practicable.     You  will 

then  proceed  to  your  regular  blockading  station. 

Very  respectfully,  Geo.  C.  Ebmey, 

Commodore,  Commanding. 
The  Commanding  Officbb, 

U.  S.  8.  Mangrove,  Key  tfest,  Fla. 
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B. 

[TTanslatian.] 

COMANDANCIA   DE   ARMAS  DE   CaIBARIKN. 

The  Naval  Commander  at  Cailarien  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  United  Statee  man- 
of-war  off  this  port: 

His  excellency  the  commander  in  chief  of  this  army  corps  telegraphs  me  to-day 
as  follows : 

The  minister  of  war,  in  a  telegram  of  last  night,  says:  " The  preliminary  proto- 
col of  the  peace  negotiations  between  the  Government  of  Spain  and  the  United 
States  is  signed,  inconsequence  of  which  a  suspension  of  hostilities  has  been  agreed 
to  for  the  land  and  sea  forces,  and  orders  to  that  effect  have  already  been  transmitted 
to  those  of  the  United  States. 

"Your  excellency  will  order  immediately  the  necessary  arrangements  to  comply 
with  such  suspension  by  the  forces  of  the  Army  and  Navy  under  your  control,  and 
in  anticipation  of  the  insurgents  not  respecting  the  suspension,  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  chiefs  of  the  American  forces  for  action  in  such  case."     *     »    » 

I  send  this  to  you  for  your  information  and  in  compliance  with  orders  from  my 
superior.  jj    (Jonzaues, 

Caibaribn,  August  14, 1898.  El  Comandante  Mar. 


U.  S.  S.  Mangrovb, 

At  Sea,  August  15, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  of  the 
14th  instant,  in  obedience  to  paragraph  525,  United  States  Navy  Regulations. 

On  approaching  the  town  of  Caibarien,  all  preparations  for  going  into  action  being 
complete,  a  Spanish  gunboat,  probably  the  Hernan  Cortes,  was  made  out  anchored 
off  the  town,  with  her  broadside  bearing  on  the  entrance  to  the  harbor. 

At  10.55  a.  m.  we  opened  a  slow  fire  with  the  port  6-pounder,  to  get  the  range, 
while  standing  in  toward  the  town  on  a  southwesterly  course.  The  first  shot  was 
instantly  answered  by  the  Spanish  gunboat  with  her  entire  port  battery,  but  all 
shots  fell  short,  our  own  as  well  as  theirs.  A  slow  fire  from  the  port  6-pounder  was 
kept  up  for  about  five  minutes  and  then  the  starboard  6-pounder  was  used  until 
11.10.    It  was  impossible  to  bring  both  gnns  to  bear  at  once. 

At  11. 10,  having  come  within  range  and  the  ship  being  headed  to  the  northward 
and  westward,  at  right  angles  with  the  line  of  fire,  the  port  gun  was  used.  At  11.12 
a  small  gunboat  alongside  the  city  wharves  opened  fire,  although  out  of  range. 
About  this  time  we  fired  one  shot  at  her,  but  it  fell  short,  and  we  resumed  the  fire 
on  the  larger  gunboat.  At  11.25,  having  turned  to  stand  to  southward  and  eastward, 
we  shifted  to  the  starboard  6-ponnder.  At  11.27  we  fired  one  shot  with  the  1-pounder 
at  maximum  range,  but  it  fell  short,  so  no  more  shots  were  fired  from  this  gnn  during 
the  action. 

At  11.45  we  ceased  firing  and  stood  out  to  the  northward  and  eastward  a  short  dis- 
tance. The  large  gunboat  ceased  firing  at  once,  but  the  small  one  at  the  wharf  kept 
up  an  irregular  fire  until  12.30  p.  m. 

We  wore  in  range  of  the  large  guns  from  ll.lOuntil  11.50,  but  werenot  hit,  although 
many  shots  passed  near  us. 

The  battery  of  this  vessel  worked  perfectly,  without  the  slightest  delay  or  accident, 
except  that  the  6-pouuder  sights  repeatedly  jarred  down  and  required  constant  watch- 
ing. We  expended  one  hundred  and  three  6-pounder  armor-piercing  shells  and  one 
1-pounder  armor-piercing  shell. 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  while  under  fire  was  excellent,  and  I  wish  to 
particularly  commend  Mate  John  Peterson  for  coolness  and  energy. 

Very  respectfully,  ^    ^    ^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^_  _^_ 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  D.  V.  Stuart,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Mangrove. 


J.38970. 

[Conditioii  of  affairs  at  Gibara.] 

U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Rate, 

Gibara,  Cuba,  A  ugust  21, 1898. 
SiB :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  condition 
of  affairs  here  since  the  date  of  ray  last  report  of  August  19, 1898. 

The  tr.  S.  S.  Supply  sailed  for  Key  West  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  19th  instant, 
and  the  Spanish  cruiser  Infamta  Isabel  for  Havana  at  11  p.  m.  of  the 
same  date. 


BUREAU    OF   NAVIGATION.  313 

The  Britisli  steamer  Ardanmohr,  from  New  York,  cleared  for  Gibara, 
returned  here  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  about  5  p.  m.  August  19. 

Having  no  orders  or  instructions,  and  finding  the  situation  being 
somewhat  complicated  from  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  general,  at 
Holguin  refused  to  treat  with  the  Cuban  authorities,  and  that  one 
foreign  vessel  had  already  come  to  the  port,  I  decided  to  raise  the 
United  States  flag  on  a  small  fort  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  and 
over  the  custom  house,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  misunderstand- 
ing as  to  the  fact  that  this  port  is  under  the  control  of  the  United 
States.  After  communicating  my  intentions  to  General  Garcia,  who 
entirely  agreed  with  me  as  to  the  necessity  for  such  action,  this  was 
done  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  also  directed  Assistant  Paymaster  T.  S.  O'Leary,  U.  S.  N.,  of  this 
vessel  to  assume,  temporarily,  the  duties  of  the  collector  of  customs 
for  the  port  until  instructions  should  be  received  from  higher  authority, 
he  being  a  bonded  ofiScer  of  the  Government.  The  functions  of  collector 
of  customs  and  of  tax  collector  are  exercised  here  by  the  same  official. 
I  directed  Paymaster  O'Leary  to  exercise  only  those  of  collector  of  cus- 
toms and  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  those  of  tax  collector,  which  are 
eft  to  the  collector  appointed  by  the  Cuban  authorities  when  they  first 
took  possession  of  the  town,  as  reported  in  my  report  dated  August  9, 
1898.  A  copy  of  my  order  to  Paymaster  O'Leary  is  inclosed ;  also  copies 
of  letters  written  to  Generals  Luque  and  Garcia,  relative  to  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  in  regard  to  the  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  of 
General  Garcia's  reply  to  my  letter. 

A  small  schooner,  flying  the  Haitian  flag,  Avas  towed  here  by  the 
Infanta  Isabel  when  she  arrived  here  on  the  17th  instant.  The  captain 
of  the  cruiser  informed  me  that  he  had  found  her  at  sea,  about  20  miles 
west  of  this  place,  making  bad  weather  of  it  in  a  squall,  and  that  he 
had  therefore  given  her  a  tow.  On  subsequent  investigation  I  found 
that  the  schooner  had  a  Haitian  register,  had  been  properly  cleared 
from  Baracoa,  Cuba,  and  that  she  had  on  board  a  small  quantity  of 
provisions ;  these  had  been  transferred  to  the  Infanta  Isabel  previous 
to  her  arrival  at  this  place.  The  man  in  charge  of  the  schooner,  a 
Spainard,  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  running  the 
blockade  during  the  war,  but  that  on  hearing  of  the  suspension  of 
hostilities  at  Baracoa,  where  he  landed  a  part  of  his  cargo  of  pro 
visions,  he  had  come  here,  thinking  this  place  .to  be  in  possession  of  the 
Spainards.  Fearing  that  they  would  be  seized  by  the  Cubans  if  he 
brought  them  in  he  had  transferred  them  to  the  Spanish  cruiser. 

General  Luque's  chief  of  staff  informed  me  that  the  Spanish  troops 
are  badly  in  need  of  provisions,  and  asked  (after  he  had  visited  the 
Infcmta  Isabel)  permission  for  that  vessel  to  land  some  provisions  and 
to  have  them  forwarded  to  General  Luque  at  Holguin,  to  which  I 
assented,  supposing  the  provisions  mentioned  to  belong  to  the  stores 
of  the  Infanta  Isabel.  The  following  morning  the  Haitian  schooner 
went  alongside  the  Spanish  cruiser,  and  on  investigation  I  elicited  the 
foregoing  facts. 

Although  the  proceeding  of  the  schooner  and  cruiser  were  irregular 
and  there  was  an  attempt  at  concealment  and  deceit,  I  have  decided  to 
allow  the  provisions  to  be  passed  through  to  General  Luque  for  the 
following  reasons :  The  Spanish  troops  are  much  in  need  of  provisions, 
the  quantity  in  the  schooner  is  not  large,  and  I  have  assured  myself  by 
a  thorough  examination  that  she  has  provisions  only  and  of  the  kinds 
mentioned. 

As  ninety-three  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  who  were  in  the  Eed  Cross 
hospital  here  were  pronounced  fit  for  duty  by  the  surgeon  in  charge, 
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and  as  the  hospital  was  much  crowded,  I  arranged  with  General  Luque's 
chief  of  staff  to  send  them  to  Holguin  on  the  20th  instant.  I  thought 
it  unwise  to  have  them  adrift  in  the  town,  as  they  would  have  been  a 
disturbing  element.  There  have  been  a  few  new  cases  of  smallpox  at 
the  hospital,  but  no  additional  cases  of  yellow  fever. 

In  the  fight  which  took  place  between  the  Spanish  and  Cuban  forces 
on  the  16th  instant  near  Auras,  12  miles  from  Gibara,  8  Cubans  were 
killed  and  12  wounded.  The  Cubans  report  having  found  on  the  field 
30  dead  Spanish  soldiers.  The  Spanish  officers  report  that  General 
Luque  would  have  attempted  to  retake  Gibara  had  not  the  information 
regarding  the  suspension  of  hostilities  been  received. 

General  Garcia  informed  me  yesterday  that  he  had  resigned  his  com- 
mand of  the  Division  of  the  Orient  only,  but  that  he  is  still  second  in 
command  of  all  the  Cuban  forces  under  General  Gomez,  the  commander 
in  chief. 

I  send  this  to  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Kanawha,  which 
arrived  from  Key  West  this  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  Maynaed, 

Commander,  U.  8.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  D",  S.  Naval  Foecbs, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Nashville, 
Gibara,  Cuba,  August  18,  1898. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  for  your  information 
a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
declaring  a  complete  suspension  of  hostilities,  in  accordance  with  the 
protocol  concluded  and  signed  August  12, 1898. 

I  beg  you,  therefore,  to  withdraw  your  troops  from  the  near  neigh- 
borhood of  the  Spanish  lines  around  Holguin,  in  order  that  they  may 
not  serve  as  an  excuse  for  disturbances. 

If  in  any  way  I  can  be  helpful  to  you  and  the  men  whom  you  command 
I  beg  you  will  let  me  know. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Maynabd, 
Commander,  U.  S.  M.,  Commanding. 
Gen.  Caltxto  Garcia, 

Commanding  Cuban  Forces  in  the  Orient. 


Gibara,  August  18, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communi- 
cation of  to-day,  with  a  copy  of  the  proclamation  issued  by  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United   States  declaring  suspension  of   hostilities  in 
accordance  with  the  protocol  concluded  and  signed  August  12, 1898. 

I  have  already  given  the  necessary  orders  toward  withdrawing  my 
troops  from  the  near  neighborhood  of  the  Spanish  lines,  and  I  beg  to 
inform  you  that  there  will  be  no  occasion  for  any  disturbance  what- 
soever. 

I  gratefully  thank  yon  for  your  offer  to  help  us  in  any  way,  and  in 
case  that  we  should  need  your  valuable  aid  I  shall  readily  notify  you. 
I  am,  sir,  yours,  very  truly, 

Oalixto  Garcia, 
Major-  General,  Commanding  the  Eastern  Department. 
W.  Matnard, 

Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Nashville. 
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IT.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  Katt;, 

Gibara,  Cuba,  August  18, 1898. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  received  official 
notiflcatiou  of  the  proclamation  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  a 
suspension  of  hostilities  between  the  United  States  and  Spain. 

A  copy  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  this  effect  is  herewith  forwarded  for  your  information. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  through  your  chief  of 
staff,  of  the  information  that  you  have  been  notified  by  your  Govern- 
ment of  the  suspension  of  hostilities.  The  suspension  of  hostilities 
will  be  strictly  observed  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  desired  that  you  will  keep  your  forces  entirely  within  the  lines 
occupied  by  them  on  this  date.  Any  unauthorized  movement  of  your 
men  outside  of  such  territory  until  further  instructions  are  received 
from  our  respective  Governments  will  be  regarded  as  a  violation  of 
the  armistice. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  extend  to  you  any  facilities  for  communicating 
with  your  Government  within  my  power  and  to  be  of  any  service  to 
you  when  practicable. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  Maynaed, 
Commander,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Nashville, 

and  Senior  Officer  Present  at  Oibara. 
Gen.  Atjgustin  Luque, 

Commanding  Spanish  Forces  near  Holguin,  Cuba. 


U.  S.  S.  Nashville,  3d  eate, 

Oibara,  Cuba,  August  20,  1898. 
SiE :  Until  further  orders  you  will  assume,  temporarily,  the  duties  of 
the  collector  of  customs  for  the  port  of  Gibara,  Cuba,  in  so  far  as  to  enter 
and  clear  foreign  vessels  and  to  collect  duties  on  the  cargoes  landed 
from  them. 

In  collecting  duties  you  will  take  as  a  basis  the  rates  fixed  by  the 
United  States  Treasury  Department,  as  published  in  the  Washington, 
D.  C,  Evening  Star  of  August  12,  1898,  and  take  custody  of  and 
account  for  all  moneys  received  in  payment  for  customs  duties. 

You  are  authorized  to  employ  such  deputies,  clerks,  and  other  assist- 
ants as  you  may  deem  necessary,  from  the  force  which  you  may  find 
already  in  the  customhouse,  the  question  of  their  compensation  to  be 
decided  hereafter  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  United  States 
Government. 

EespectfuUy,  W.  Maynaed, 

Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Timothy  S.  O'Leaey,  U.  S.  K, 

Assistant  Paymaster. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  August  14, 1898. 
Sbceetaey  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C: 

North  coast  blockade  withdrawn  in  obedience  to  orders,  and  ships 
ordered  to  Key  West.  I  have  not  withdrawn  Nashville  from  Gibara. 
Is  it  Department's  desire  that  ship  should  remain  there T 

Howell. 
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List  of  prizes  captured  6j  vessels 

Note. — The  following  lists  are  made  up  almost  entirely  from  data  furnished  bj 
The  final  disposition  of  the  vessels  is  correct  only  in  so  far  as  it  was  known  to  that 
manding  officer  concerned. 


Vessels  claim- 
ing share  in 
prize  money. 

Name  of  ship 
captured. 

Nation- 
ality. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Cargo. 

Armed 
or  not. 

Cleared  from 
what  port. 

New  York 

Bnena  Ventura  . . . 

Spanish  - 

General 

do 

Not.... 
....do  .. 

Pascagorela  .. 

Havana 

New  York 

Buenos  Ayres. 
do 

do     -. 

do 

Armed. 
Not.... 
do  .. 

do 

Dry  beef 

Jerked    beef 
and  garlic. 

Carlos  F.  Rozes 

do     .. 

Almirante 

Oqnendo. 
Infanta  Maria 

Teresa. 

do 

Armed. 
do  .. 

....do.... 

do 

do 

...  do 

do  .. 

Plutou 

do  .  .. 

do 

....do  .... 

do  . 

Brooklyn 

Almirante 

Oquendo. 
Infanta  Maria 

Teresa. 

do 

do 

....do  .... 

.  do  .. 

....do  .... 

....do  .. 

Cristobal  Colon    . . 

do  .... 

do  . 

Pluton 

....do  .... 

....do  .. 

Furor 

....do  .... 

...  do  .. 

....do  .... 

....do  .. 

Keina  de  los  An- 
geles. 

..-.do  .... 

Not 

....do  .... 

do  . 

M«-iip.o 

....do 

do 

....do  .... 

..do  .. 

^nrtoro   

....do  .... 

..    do 

TndiaTift 

Buena  Ventura 

do 

Not  known 
do 

MiTKii 

do 

Pascagorela... 
New  ^ork.... 
BaenosAyres- 

do 1 

Santiago 

....do  .... 

do 

Armed. 
Not.... 
...do 

...do  .... 

do 

Dry  beef 

....do  .... 

do 

Maria  Teresa 

....do  .... 

6,890 
6,890 
6,840 
6,890 
400 
400 
4,000 

Armed. 
. . .  do  . 

....do.... 

do 

Cristobal  Colon  . . . 

....do  .... 

do   .. 

do 

do 

Visoaya 

....do  .... 

do 

do 

Furor 

....do  .... 

do     .. 

do 

do 

Pluton 

....do.... 

do 

do 

.-..do  .... 

do  . 

.  .  do 

Keina  de  los  An- 
geles. 
Tomas  Brooks .  -  -  - . 

....do  .... 

Not 

do 

....do  .... 

do 

do 

San  Juan 

....do.... 

...  do 

Mortera 

do  . 

do 

do 

do 

Mexico 

....do  .... 

do 

Alvarado 

....do.... 

100 
6,890 
6,890 
6,840 
6,890 
400 
400 
8,890 

6,890 
6,890 

6,840 
370 
370 

6,890 

6,890 
6,890 

«,840 
370 
370 

3,090 

None  .... 

do 

Iowa 

....do  .... 

do 

Oquendo 

....do.... 

do 

do 

Cristobal  Colon.... 

....do  .... 

do 

do 

do 

Viscaya 

....do.... 

do 

do 

do 

Furor 

....do  .... 

do    . 

Pluton 

....do  .... 

do 

do 

Hn 

Oregon  

Infanta  Maria 

Teresa. 
Viscaya 

....do.... 
....do.... 

do 

do 

Almirante 

Oquendo. 
Cristobal  Colon 

....do.... 
....do.... 

....do  .. 

do 

Pluton 

....do.... 

Furor 

....do.... 

do 

Texas 

Infanta    Maria 

Teresa. 
Viscaya 

....do.... 
....do.... 

do 

Almirante 

Oquendo. 
CrisliObal  Colon  ... 

....do.... 
....do.... 

do 

do 

Pluton 

....do.... 

do 

Furor 

....do.... 

do 

Keina  Mercedes... 

....do.... 

....do.. 

Onido 

do 

Bananas; 
money. 

Miscelianeoas, 
canned  goods, 
etc.,  general 
cargo. 

Not.... 
Not.... 

Gibara 

Liverpool, 
EngUuid. 
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of  the  North  Atlantio  Fleet. 

the  commander  in  chief  of  the  United  States  naval  forces  on  North  Atfantic  stations, 
officer.    In  the  column  of  "Remarks"  the  statements  are  often  those  of  the  com- 


Boundforwhat 
port. 

Sailing 
or  steam. 

Date  of 
capture. 

Towhatport 
sent. 

Condemned, 
released,  or 
destroyed. 

Kemarks. 

Barcelona 

do     

Steam  .. 
do  ... 

Apr.  22, 1898 

Key  West .. 

Condemned . 
do 

Havana 

do 

do 

....do... 

Sail 

....do... 

Steam  .. 

do  . 

Apr.  25, 1898 
May    5,1898 
May  17,1898 

July    3,1898 

do    

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do  . . . 

...  do 

do    . 

do       

do  ... 

do 

do  ... 

do 

Captured  and  destroyed  by  the 

....do  ... 

do 

squadron  off  Santiago,  July 

do  ... 

do 

3, 1898. 

....do... 

do 

do  ... 

do 

do    . 

do       .  . 

....do  ... 

do 

do  . . . 

July  17,1898 
do 

do 

....do... 

do 

Captured  Sunday  Jnly  17, 1898. 

...do  ... 

.  .    do    

....do... 

do 

do  ... 

do 

Barcelona 

....do... 
do 

Apr.  22, 1898 

Apr.  25, 1898 

May    5,1893 

do 

Key  ■West.. 
.do 

Condemned . 
do 

Cargo  released. 

do 

do        

Sail 

do  ... 

do 

do 

do 

do   .  ... 

Not  known  ... 
do     

Steam  .. 
do  ... 

Jnly     3,1898 

Beached.... 
Destroyed  . . 

Beached 

Destroyed . . 
do  .     ... 

do    . 

do    

do    

do  ... 

do 

do 

..  do  ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do  ... 

do 

Beached  

.  do 

Jnly  16,1898 
do 

do   . 

....do... 

do 

....do  .  . 

do 

..    do 

.    do 

....do    .. 

do 

do 

....do... 
....do... 

July    3,1893 

Beached 

Destroyed.. 

Beached 

Destroyed  .. 

do 

...do 

do   

do 

....do... 

do 

.  .  do 

do 

do 

....do... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Totally    or 
partially 
destroyed. 

Condemned. 
Condemned . 

do 

do 

do 

do    

do 

..  do 

do    .. 

do 

do 

do  . .    . . 

do  ... 

do 

....do... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

....do... 

do 

do 

do   

do  ... 

Jnly    4, 1898 
Apr.  26, 1898 

Apr.  27, 1898 

Havana    and 
other  Cuban 
ports. 

....do... 
Steam  .. 

Key  West . . 
Key  West .. 

It  is  understood  that  this  ves 
sel,  with  cargo,  was  con- 
demned and  sold. 

A  large  and  valuable  steamer. 
Its  exact  displacement  Is  not 
Icnown. 
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Zist  of  prizes  captured  hy  vessels 


YeBseU  slalm- 
ing  share  in 
prize  money. 


Name  of  ship 
captured. 


Nation- 
ality. 


Displace- 
ment. 


Cargo. 


Armed 
or  not. 


Cleared  from 
what  port. 


Terror. 


New  Orleans. 


Marblehead  . 


Montgomery  . 
Detroit ... 


Wilmington . 


Helena  . 


Nashville.. 


Castlne . . 
Maohias. 


Dolphin  ... 

Annapolis  b 
Vicksbnrg- 


BanoToft. . 


Aimansa. 


Ollnde  Sodrignes 


Argonanta . 
Adnla 


Cuban  - 


French  . 


Spanish 
British  . 


Small. 


Firewood - 


1,700 


Miscellaneons 
West  Indian 
products. 


Not. 


....do. 


Havana. . 


Pnerta  Plata, 
S.  D. 


General-. 
None  ... 


.do., 
.do.. 


Batabano . 
Kingston  - 


Lorenzo-.. 
Fras(^uito . 
Catalina... 


Spanish 
— do  ... 
...do... 


328 


Candito  . 
Sol 


Don   Francisco 

GandOD. 
Anita 


Miguel  Jover 

Quatro  de  Setiem- 

bre. 
Manatia 


.do. 
..do. 

..do.... 
..do. 
..do. 
.do. 
.do. 


100 
100 


Beef 

do 

Cotton,  staves, 
and  provi- 
sions. 

Charcoal 


.do. 

..do  . 
.do. 


Molasses  . 


..do. 
.do. 


La  Plata 

do 

New  Orleans. 


Sag  ua     la 

Grande. 
...-do 


Fish... 
do. 


Cotton   and 

staves. 
Fish 


None  . 


Bnena  Ventura. 
Argonauta 


.do.... 
.do.... 


Gibara... 

Expresode  Gibara. 


Paquette 

AlfbnsoXn  .... 
Buena  Ventura. . 
Tree  Hermanos . 

A.  Bolivar 

Guide 

Mascota 


.do... 
..do... 


.do. 

.do.... 

.do. 

.do. 

-do. 

.do. 

.do. 


1,165 
938 


163 
163 


Lumber 

General,    and 
mails. 


...do 

...do 

...do.. 

...do 

...do.. 


Not... 
...do.. 


Tncatan 

do 

New  Orleans. 

Havana 

CasUda 


Pascagoula  .. 
Batabano 


Firewood . 
--..do.... 


.do. 

..do. 


Live  fish. 


.do. 


Havana. 


Lola. . 


.do.... 


31 


Sngar 

Bananas ... 
Provisions. 
Bananas... 


Fish  and  salt 


Not... 
...do. 
...do  . 
...do. 
...do. 


Gibara. . . 
Corunna . 


.do. 


Havana. 


Oriente.. 


Femandito. 
Amapala ... 


Spanish. 


...do. 
Hondnras 


25 


46 
150 


Fish. 


Not.... 


Nlpeo 

Camistao. 


Spanish. 
...do... 


do 

Passengers. 
No  cargo  ex- 
cept provi- 
sions. 

None .. 


.do. 
.do. 


Gulf  of  Cam- 
peche. 

do 

Havana 


.do. 


"Wood    and 
charcoal. 


...do.. 


NuevaGerona 


Princjpeo  — 
Josephine  c. 
JosePilaric. 
Lalnlulao — 


.do. 

.do. 
.do. 
.do. 


None 

....do 

.-.do 

Green  com. 


do  ., None 


.do  .. 
-do., 
-do.. 
..do.. 

-do.. 


Batabano . 

do.... 

....do.... 


a  This  vessel  surrendered  to  Helena  off  Cienfuegos  voluntarily,  as  claimed  by  master,  as  Spanish 
authorities  intended  to  sink  her  in  channel  at  Casilda.  There  is  no  proof  of  this.  The  vessel  was 
sent  to  Guantanamo  and  turned  over  to  the  commander  in  chief  and  has  since  been  used  by  the  United 
States  Government  In  that  port.  No  claim  was  filed  for  prize  money,  as  the  peace  proi.;ool  was  siened 
before  report  of  prize  master  was  received. 
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Bound  for  irhat 
port. 


Sailins 
orBteam, 


Sate  of 
capture. 


To  what  port 
sent. 


Condemned, 
released,  or 
destroyed. 


Bemarks. 


Cardenas  . 


St.     Thomas, 
D.W.I. 


Clenfaegos  ... 

Santiago, 
Manzanillo, 
or  G-uanta* 
namo. 

Havana 

do 

,....do  ....... 


Sailing 


Steam  . 


...do  . 
...do  . 


Sail... 
--.do. 
Steam 


Apr.  25,1898 


Joly  17.1898 


Apr.  26,1 
June  29, 1 


Hay    6, 1 
do  ... 

Apr.  21,1 


Keleased. 


CHiarleston. 


Key  West .. 
Savannah 


Condemned, 
do 


Key  West . 

do 

do 


-do 

-do 


Sailing 
....do.. 


Apr.  26,: 
.....do.. 


-do  .. 


do..., 

do... 

Seleased. 


Condemned 
Beleased... 


.do. 
.do. 


Barcelona  via 

Havana. 
Havana 


Norfolk 

Cienfuegos  . 


....do 
....do 

Steam  .. 

Sail  soh': 

Steam 

tug. 
Steam  ., 
...do... 


Sail... 
...do. 


Apr.  27,1898 
do 

Apr.  23, 1898 

Apr.  27,1898 

July  29,1898 

Apr.  22,1898 
Apr.  29,1898 


July  26,1898 
do 


-do. 
.do. 


Key  West 

do.... 

Gnantanamo 

Key  West . 
do 


Condemned . 


Condemned 
do 


.do. 


Havana - 
....do.. 


...do  .. 


Cardenas  

Havana 

do  .... — 

....do 

Cnhan    coast 
ports. 


Steam  . 
Sail-.., 
Steam  , 
...do. 
Sail.... 


..do. 


Apr.  25, 1898 

July  5, 1898 

Apr.  22, 1898 

Apr.  24,1898 

Apr.  26,1898 

Apr.  27, 1898 

Apr.  30, 1898 

Apr.  27, 1898 


Key  West . 


Key  West . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

...do 


Condemned 
Destroyed  . 
Condemned 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...-do 


Havana. 


....do... 
Tmiillo. 


SaU. 


.do., 
.do.. 


Batahano . 


.do... 
.do. 


May    S,  1898 

May     7, 1898 
June  24, 1898 


Jnly  29,1898 
Aug.    4,1898 


Key  West . 


.do. 
.do. 


Condemned 


.do. 
.do. 


Sponge  fishing 
Nueva  G-erona 
Sponge  fishing 
Bailen 


. 


.do. 


...do. 
...do. 
...do. 
...do. 


.do. 


do.. 

do-. 

do.. 

Aug.    2, 

do.. 


Seleased... 
Ahandoned 


Beleased 

Destroyed  .. 

Beleased 

Scuttled  and 

ahandoned. 

Ahandoned . 


Very  small  and  of  no  value. 
Its  cargo  was  firewood ;  also 
of  no  value.  The  owner  was 
a  Cuban  and  the  vessel  was 
released. 

Her  destination  was  not  clear 
from  her  papers,  her  log  not 
heing  found.  Her  master 
claimed  to  be  bound  to  St. 
Thomas,  hut  this  was  doubt- 
ful. 


Sold. 

Beleased  by  commander  In 
chief. 

Took  both  vessels  in  tow  and 
tried  to  find  commander  in 
chief;  not  finding  him,  the 
cargoes  were  thrown  over- 
boa^  and  vessels  released. 


Cargo  released. 

Captured  on  board  the  Argo. 
nauta,  10  officers  and  10  non- 
commissioned officers  and 
grivates  of  the  regular  Span- 
harmy. 

These  schooners  had  been  ly- 
Ing  in  port  of  Gibara  for  some 
months  when  they  were  cap- 
tured. 


Most  of  the  fleet  present. 
Terror  aud  Foots  present. 

Do. 
Terror  present. 
Terror,    Poote,    and    Leyden 
present. 


Taken  in  Signanea  Bay.  Held 

until  Aug,  2. 
Wood  and  charcoal  used  in 

fire  rooms  of  Bancroft  and 

Maple.    Ahandoned  by  Ma. 

pie  in  Signanea  Bay. 


Held  till  Aug.  18. 


b  Tbe  Annapolis  did  not  captnre  any  prizes,  hut  she  participated  in  the  capture  of  prize  steamers 
Adula  and  Santiago  Apostol. 

c  None  of  these  vessels  were  of  sufficient  worth  to  send  in  for  adjudication  and  no  claim  has  been 
made  or  considered. 
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List  of  prizes  captured  by 


Vesaels  claim- 
ing sbare  in 
prize  money. 

Name  of  ship 
captured. 

Nation- 

aUty. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Cargo. 

Armed 
or  not. 

Cleared  from 
what  port. 

Schooner  Sofia 

Schooner  Matilde  . 

Not.... 

do     ...... 

....do  .. 

Footed 

do 

do 

do 

do 

. 

Ericsson  

Spanish.. 
British 

Not  known, 
abont  160. 

Fish 

Adnla 

The  Spanish  fleet. . 

Cashing 

do  . 

Charcoal. 

Not.... 

Sofia 

do     . 

....do  .. 

Gludado  de  Sagua . 

....do  .... 
....do  .... 

i 
4 

4 
4 
4 

4 
4 
20 

None  ......... 

....do  .. 

Cargo,  boats.. 

do 

....do  .. 

do 

do 

do  .. 

do 

S  F  22 

do 

do     . 

do  .. 

...    do 

do 

do   

....do  .. 

do 

....do  .... 

do 

....do  .. 

do 

do 

do 

do  .. 

do   

....do  .... 

do 

....do  .. 

At  anchor 

Tncatan 

Halifax 

Mayflower 

Vesuvius .... 

Santiago  Apostol. . 
Newfoundland 

None  uaDtured .... 

Spanish. 

Fish 

do 

Britisli .. 

600 

Flonr   and 
canned  foods, 
etc. 

....do.. 

Siren  e 

Franklin 

gian. 

1,800 

Bceadstnffand 
provisions. 

Not.... 

Vera  Cruz 

Leyden 

Tecuroaeh/ 

Wompatuolrg'. . 

Osceola 

Iron  lighter  in  tow 
of  steamer  Ma- 
nita.    Latter  es- 
caped. 

Spanish  . 
....do  .... 

Provisions 

Not.... 

Casilada    or 
Santa  Cruz. 

Havana 

Sagua  (?) 

Bella  Yulz 

....do  .... 

do 

Morrill 

Lafayette 

Espana 

Spanish  . 

a  None,  hut  was  present  when  Bnena  Ventura  was  captured  by  the  Nashville. 

b  The  Foote  shared  in  the  capture  of  these  vessels,  but  they  were  sent  into  port  by  other  vessels, 
and  I  can  not  send  the  other  oolumns. 

c  No  prizes  were  captured  by  the  Kodgers.  She  was,  however,  within  signaling  distance  of  the  Har- 
blehead  when  she  captured  the  S.  S.  Adala. 

d  This  vessel  was  captured  off  Havana  entrance  and  taken  out  to  the  fleet,  where  the  Cincinnati,  in 
response  to  request  made  by  signal  from  the  .Ericsson,  put  prize  crew  on  board.  Same  day,  by  order 
of  commander  in  chief,  she  was  sent  into  Havana. 

eThe  Siren  also  assisted  at  the  capture  of  the  Norwegian  steamer  Bergen  by  the  TT.  S.  S.  Viking, 
Lieutenant-Commander  Wilson,  commanding,  off  Ca;    Frances,  on  the  evening  of  A.ngugt  7,  1898. 
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Bound  for  what 
port. 

Sailing 
or  steam. 

Date  of 
capture. 

To  what  port 
sent. 

Condemned, 
released,  or 
destroyed. 

Bemarks. 

Havana 

do 

Sail 

....do... 

Steam  .. 

Sail 

....do  ... 

Apr.  23,1898 
Apr.  24,1898 

Apr.  22,1898 
Apr.  24, 1898 
Apr.  30,1898 
Apr.  27,1898 
Apr.  25,1898 

As  I  have  been  relieved  from 
command  of  the  Porter,  and 
have  no  data  with  wliich  to 
complete  return  as  demanded 
by  inclosed  blank,  1  can  only 
state  names  of  vessels  cap. 
tured,  and  give  the  date  of 
such  captui-e  firom  memory. 

do 

do 

do 

Condemned . 
do 

do 

do 

Steam  .. 
do    . 

do 

do 

.    do   

do 

Havana 

Sail, 
schooner 
rigged. 

Steam  .. 
....do  ... 

Apr.  23,1898 
June  29, 1898 

July    3,1898 
Apr.  24,1898 

do 

Aug.    7,1898 

Sent  into 
Havana  by 
Commander 
in  Chief. 

Condemned  . 

Savannah... 

The  Ericsson  was  in  company 
with  the  Marblehead  and 
lying  in  Gnantaoamo  Bay 
when  the  Adula  was  taken 
possession  of  by  the  Marble- 
head. 

Actionof  July  3. 

Captured  by  Wilmington, 
Cuehing  in  signaling  dis. 
tance. 

Captured  by  Porter,  Cushing 
in  signaling  distance. 

McKee  in  signaling  distance. 

Sail 

....do... 

....do... 
do  ... 

Key  West . . 
do 

Condemned . 

do 

Destroyed  . . 

Sagua  harbor . 

do  ... 

.  do  . 

do 

Do. 

do 

do  . . . 

do 

do 

Do. 

do  ... 

do 

do 

Captured  by  MoKee,  Cnshing 
in  signaling  distance. 
Do. 
Do. 

do 

do 

....do... 
do  ... 

Aug.    8,1898 
....  do    

do 

do 

Cardenas  Bay. 

Havana 

Kingston  and 
Vera  Cruz. 

....do... 

Sail 

Steam  .. 

Aug.  11, 1898 

May     8,1898 
July  19, 18!)8 

do 

Captured  by  Cusliing  and  T. 
B.  Gwin. 

Key  West.. 

Condemned . 

The  vessel  was  present  at  the 
time  of  the  sinking  of  the 
Spanish  cruiser  Eeina  Mer- 
cedes. 

Captnredwhile 
at anchor  in 
Cay  Frances 

9  miles  from 
Point     Cai- 
baricn. 

Steam  .. 

Aug.    2,1898 

Kev  West 

by  judge  of  the  court  with, 
out  condemnation   proceed- 
ings. 

The  Leyden   assisted  in  the 
destmction  of  the  Spanish 

21,  1898. 

July     3,1898 

May     3, 1898 
July  13,1898 

Gruantanamo 

Condemned . 
do 

Sail 

do  . . . 

fin  company  with  TT.  S.  S.  Hud. 

do 

do 

son,  commanded  by  J.  H. 
I    Newcomb,lieut.TJ.S.E.C.S. 

do 

Sail 

do 

Condemned  .1 

This  veesel  was  loaded  with  Mexican  produce,  and  waa  bound  into  Sagaa  la  Grande.  Sbe  was  sent  to 
Key  West,  and  was  released  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

/None.  Was  close  by  at  time  of  capture  of  schooner  Orients  by  Vioksburg.  Claim  was  duly  made 
in  accordance  with  regulations. 

^None.  Participated  in  the  capture  of  the  British  schooner  B.  R,  Nickersou,  June  30, 1898,  off  Cape 
Cruz, IT.  S.  S.  Hornet,  captor,  and  this  vessel  was  in  signal  distance  and  had  also  headed  for  prize. 

A  Two  sloops,  one  sunk  in  action,  one.coudemned  by  board  after  capture  and  then  destroyed ;  2  pris- 
oners, July  13. 

5893 21 
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List  of  prizes  captured  hy  veuelt 


Vessels  claim- 
ing share  in 
prize  money. 

Same  of  ship 
captured. 

Nation- 
aUty. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Cargo. 

Armed 
or  not. 

Cleared  from 
what  port. 

Sloop  Donna  Ynez . 

Fish 

ITot.... 
....do  .. 

Cardenas 

do 

.  do 

Rlnnn  Cristina 

do 

do 

....do  .. 

do 

... 

Eagleo 

Various 

Live    stock, 
lood  auppUes, 
grain,    2-12" 
B.  L.  B. 

Grain 

Not...- 

,,,.do 

5,600 

Armed. 

Not.... 
...do  .. 

Vera  Cruz 

Progreso 

Montego  Bay . 

Manzanillo... 
Montego  Bay . 
Manzanillo  ... 

Batabauo 

Cadiz 

do 

Hornet 

Emmanuel  Baoul.. 

British  .. 
.    do 

65 
385 

Light 

do  .. 

E  E,  Nilkeraon 

do  .  .. 

Provisions 

....do  .. 

Spanish.. 
do 

35 
29 

Light 

....do  .. 

i 

do 

....do  .. 

Hawk   

....do.... 

Provisions, 
guns,    and 
ammunition. 

In  ballast 

Armed. 

Not.... 
do 

S  agna    la 

Grande. 
Tabasco 

Vera  Cruz 

Barcelona  and 
various  Span- 
ish ports. 

Martinique... 

Jamaica 

Cardiff,  San 

Juan,  Cnra- 

coa. 

Stationed    at 
San  Juan. 

Santa  Cruz  ... 

Tobasqueno 

Aladdin 

Mexican . 



do  . 

Tale 

Bita         .     ... 

Spanish.. 

British... 

220 

Coal 

do 

St.  Lonia 

Twickenham 

do 

do 

....do  .... 

do  .. 

St.  P»nl   

do 

Coal 

do 

Torpedo  boat   de- 
stroyer   Terror : 
Disabled  and 
sunk  on  her  ar- 
rival in  San  Juan. 

Noname 

Spanish.. 

Spanish.. 
....do 

375 
100 

Armed. 

Not.... 
Armed. 
...do 

Scorpion....... 

Provisions 

Fonto  Maria  ...... 

....do  .... 

...do  .... 

do  .. 

Estrella 

....do  .... 

...do 

....do  .... 

....do  . 

....do  .... 

do 

Purissima  Concep- 

cion. 
Jose  Garcia 

....do  .... 

Not.... 

....do  .... 

..    do 

Gloria 

....do.... 

do 

Vixen 

....do  .... 

6,090 
6,090 
6,090 

6,840 
370 
400 

....do.... 

do 

Almirante  Oquen- 

do. 
Cristobal  Colon 

do 

...do.... 

do 

do 

Furor 

....do.... 

do 

Pluton 

....do.... 

do 

«  Tbere  irere  no  prizes  captured  by  the  Suwanee,  excepting  two  patrol  sloops,  which  were  taken  on 
the  north  side  of  Cuba.    One  of  these  was  given  to  the  insurgents,  and  the  other  was  sunk  at  target 

Sractice.    The  only  claim  for  prize  money  by  the  Suwanee  waa  for  the  vessels  of  Admiral  Cervera  b 
eet. 
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Bound  forwhat 
port. 

Sailing 
or  steam. 

Date  of 
captnre. 

To  what  port 

sent. 

Condemned, 
released,  or 
destroyed. 

Kemarks. 

Cardenas 

do 

Sail 

....do  ... 

Jnly  13,1898 

Key  West .. 

Not  known  . 
Destroyedoff 

Cardenas. 
Not  known . 

do 

...     do 

Key  West.. 

Isle  of  Fines.. 
New  York  Tia 
Havana. 

Batabano 

Manzanillo 

Fort  Antonio. 
Manzanillo  ... 

Snr. 
Havana 

Schooner 
Steam... 

Schooner 
Sail 

Steam... 

Sail 

....do  ... 

July    5,1898 
July  12,1898 

July  24, 1898 
June  25, 1898 

June  27, 1898 
June  30, 1898 
....do 

Key  West.. 

Condemned. 
Case  still  in 
court. 

do 

Driven  ashore,  captured,  and 
burned. 

Key  West . . 

do 

do 

Disposition 
unknown. 
do 

..  do    

do 

do 

do 

Left  in  charge  of  senior  officer 
at  Guabal  (Lieutenant-Com- 
mander Marix). 

Lost  on  reef  near  Sand  Key 
Light. 

Displacement  unknown,  but 
carries  6,000  tons  cargo. 

Displacement  unknown,  but 
carries  2,000  tons  cargo. 

Displacement   unknown,   but 
carries  350  tons  of  cargo. 
Do. 

Ship  was  acting  independently 
under  orders  from  the  De- 
partment direct;  on  scout 
duty. 

The  data  is  from  memory,  and 
may  be  in  error. 

....do... 

Steam... 

....do  ... 

Aug.    6,1898 
July    5,1898 

July  22, 1898 
July  30,1898 
Aug.    8,1898 

May    8,1898 

June  10, 1898 

July    1,1898 
May  25,1898 

Disabled 
June  22, 1898 

July    3,1898 

do 

Destroyed 
on  coast  of 
Caba. 

Waiting  ad- 
judication. 

Heleased 

Heleased  or- 
der Secre- 
tary Navy. 

Condemned. 

Key  West.. 

do 

do 

Charleston. . 
Key  West . . 

S  a  gn  a    la 

Giando. 
do 

San    Juan, 
Porto  Rico. 

Kingston 

....do... 
....do... 

....do... 
do  ... 

Manzanillo  ... 
Santiago 

Sail 

Steam... 

....do  ... 

do 

do 

Cargo  con- 
demned. 

The  vessel  is  said  to  have  been 
released.  The  commander 
in  chief  appealed  the  case. 
I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
the  final  result. 

Application  made  to  Navy  De- 
partment for  bounty. 

A  iteel  lighter  being  towed  by 
a  tug. 

Gruantanamo 

Condemned  - 
Destroyed . . 
do 

tationary 

Station- 
ary. 

do  ... 

do 

....do... 

do 

Lying  in  the  harbor  of  Manza- 

 do  ... 

do 

nillo;   they  were  destroyed 

....do... 

do 

during    an    engagement  at 
that  place  July  IS,  1898. 

do  ... 

do 

....do  ... 

do 

do  .. 

do 

do  ... 

July     3,1898 
do    .  .     . 

do 

do  ... 

.    do 

....do... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

The  Tixen  assisted  in  the  ac- 
tion of  July  3,  1898. 

do  ... 

do 

. . .    do 

....do... 

do 

do 

6  No  prizes  were  captured  and  retained  by  this  vessel.  Tliree  Spanish  brigantines  were  found  at 
Ponce,  July  27,  1898,  by  a  squadron  consisting  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Dixie,  Annapolis,  Gloucester,  and  Wasp. 
No  prize  crews  were  placed  on  board,  probably  because  the  senior  officer  present  did  not  consider  tlie 
vessels  worth  sending  Nortb . 

ein  addition  the  Eagle  was  present  at  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  steamer  Argonauta  by  the  Nash- 
ville near  Cieufuegos,  on  April  20, 1898. 
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List  of  prizes  captured  by  vessel' 


Vessels  claim- 
ing  share  in 
prize  money. 

Kame  of  ship 
captured. 

Nation- 
aUty. 

Displace- 
ment. 

Cajgo. 

Armed 
or  not. 

Cleared  from 
■what  port. 

Beina  de  los  An- 
geles. 

do 

do 

100 
100 

do 

do 

Yankee 

Spanish.. 

15 
20 

20 

20 

25 

4,000 

4,000 

Fish 

Not.... 
....do  .. 

Batabano 

do 

..do 

do 

do     

....do  .. 

do 

do 

do  .. 

do 

do 

do     

do  .. 

do 

Marie 

Norway  . 

British  .. 

Coal  or  pro- 
visions. 
Coal          ..... 

....do.. 
do  .. 

Gnadaloupe  .. 
do 

do  .. 

..     clo 

do 

do  .. 

3  Hfi-hters 

do 

..  do 

do  .. 

do  ... 

6,090 
6,090 
6,090 

6,840 

370 

400 

92 

2,265 

2,989 

do 

do  . 

Almirante  Oquen- 
do. 

...do.... 
....do  .... 

do 

do 

do  ... 

...    do  

....do.... 

do 

Dixie 

Three  Bells 

Britiah  .. 
....do 

Provisions 

do 

Not.... 
....do  .. 

Kingston 

do 

do 

do  .. 

Lncia,  Jamai- 
ca. 
Martinique 

Said  to  be  In 

ballast. 

....do.. 
....do  .. 

Sngar  lighters  and 
sailing     vessels 
in   the  Port  of 
Ponce. 

Hnmherto  !Ro- 
drigues.  a 

Spanish  . 
do 

Badger 

None  ......... 

.  do 

Nnevitas 

do 

....do  .... 

do 

....do  .. 

Safla 

do 

do 

.  do 

do     

a  These  vessels  came  out  of  port  flying  Geneva  Cross  with  400  people  on  board,  all  militaiy  except 
the  crewB,  three  surgeons,  and  attendants.  Claimedallweresickor  wounded,  bat  a  large  number  were 
found  to  be  well.  Hid  not  ask  permission  to  pass  blockade  and  did  not  intend  to  do  so.  By  order  of 
Navy  Department  the  priHoners  were  put  on  board  the  barge  and  brig  and  sent  into  Havana,  and  a  prize 
crew  was  put  on  board  steamer,  which  was  sent  to  New  "Sork.  These  vessels  ha4  no  papers  except-a 
letter  from  the  captain  of  the  port  of  Nnevitas  claiming  the  rights  of  the  Geneva  Cross.  The  surgeon 
in  charge  stated  there  were  six  cases  of  yellow  fever  on  board  the  two  sailing  veasels,  but  this  was 
found  to  be  not  true  upon  the  examiuation  at  quarantine  station,  Tortugaa.  A  written  report  of  the 
case  was  made  to  the  commodore  commanding  nrst  iquadrou,  and  to  the  Navy  Department. 
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of  the  Notih  A  tlantio  Fleet — Continued. 


Bound  for  what 
port. 

Sailing 
or  steam. 

Dat«  of 
capture. 

To  what  port 
sent. 

Condemned, 
released,  or 
destroyed. 

Bemarks. 

Steam  .. 
....do  ... 

July  16,1898 
do 

do 

The  Vixen  was  part  of  the  fleet 
blockading  Santiago  de  Cuba 

...  do  ... 

do 

do 

when  that  city  surrendered 
to  the  army.    The  escape  of 

....do  ... 

do 

do 

...  do  . . . 

do 

do 

any  vessel  in  the  port  was 

do 

.  ..do  ... 

Guantanamo 
do 

prevented   by  the  blockad. 

do  ... 

do 

ing  vessels. 

..  do  . 

do 

Condemned . 

Destroyed  .. 
do 

a  The  "Vixen  off  Guantanamo, 

Batabano 

Sail  .... 
do 

June  25, 1898 
do 

June  29,  hove  this  vessel  to 
by  firing  a  shot  across  her 
bow,  and  upon  inquiry  found 
she  was  going  into  Guanta- 
namo Bay,  and  being  ordered 
to  be  on  blockading  station 
by   nightfall    could    do   no 
more  than  wave  the  Adnla 
toward    Guantanamo    Bay, 
into  which  place  she   wag 
seen  to  go. 
No  papers. 

..      do     

do ... 

do 

do 

Do. 

do     

..  do 

do    . 

do 

Do. 

do 

do  ... 

do 

do 

Do. 

Steam  .. 
....do... 

Aug.    3,1898 
do 

Guantanamo 
do 

Released 

do 

July  25,  1898 

July  27,  1898 
Aug.   1,  1898 

July    3,1898 

Captured   in   Guanioa,  Porto 

Rico. 
Captured  in  Ponce,  Porto  Rico. 
C^tured   In    Arroyo,    Porto 

Steam  .. 
do  ... 

Destroyed  . . 

.    do   . 

do   

do 

do  ... 

do 

do 

action  of  July  3, 1898. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mauzanillo 

do 

do 

Sagu  a     la 
Grande. 

Schooner 
Sloop 

July    6,1898 
.    do 

Key  West .. 
do 

Steamer. 

Steam  .. 

Lighters 
and  sail- 
ing ves- 

Steam  .. 

July    7,1898 
July  25, 1898 
July  27,1898 

July  26,1898 
do 

do 

In  this  capture  there  were  67 
sugar  lighters  and,  approxi- 
mately, 22   sailing   vessels, 
ranging  from   a   good  siza 
barkentine  down  to  coasting 
schooners  and  fishing  craft. 

Havana 

do 

do 

New  York.. 

Not   acted 
upon. 

Eeleased 

do 

Brig 

do 

List  of  vessels  which  report  no  prizes  captured. 


Massaclinsets. 

Puritan. 

MiantonomolL 

Amphitrite. 

"Winalow. 

Alavarado. 

Stranger. 

Sylvia. 


Frolic. 

Fem. 

Algonqnln. 

Nezinscot. 

Samoset. 

McLane. 

Hamilton. 

Woodbury. 


■Windom. 

Eesolnte* 

Armeria. 

Yosemite, 

Potomac. 

Hist  •. 

Apache. 

Yankton. 

Prairie. 

Manning. 

£.  Boston. 

Harvard. 

Panther. 

No  reports  have  been  received  from  the  Cincinnati,  Newport,  G-win,  Talbot,  Aileen,  "Viking,  Maxk- 
grove.  Governor  Ruseell,  Dorothea,  Newark,  and  the  colliers. 

*  The  Resolute  and  Hist  were  both  within  signal  distance  during  part  of  the  actiuu  of  July  3  and 
are  probably  entitled  to  claim  share  in  bounty. 
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COVERING  WHOLE  PERIOD  OF  THE  WAR. 


327 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

GENERAL    REPORTS    FROM    CERTAIN   YBSSBLS,    PRINCIPALLY    THOSE 
COVERING  WHOLE   PERIOD   OF   THE   WAR. 

STJMMAKY  STATEMENT  OF  THE  CRUISE  OP  THE  U.  S.  S.  SCORPION  DURING  THE 
LATE  WAR,  SUBMITTED  BY  HER  COMMANDING  OFFICER. 

1.  Went  into  commission  April  11,  aad  reported  for  duty  at  Hamp 
ton  Eoads  as  one  of  the  Flying  Squadron  May  1 . 

2.  Proceeded  with  Flying  Squadron  to  Oienfuegos,  arriving  there 
May  22. 

3.  Left  that  night  for  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  dispatches  for  the  ves- 
sels scouting  off  that  port;  delivered  them  and  returned  to  Oienfuegos, 
arriving  on  the  evening  of  May  25. 

4.  Finding  squadron  gone,  took  up  blockade  of  that  port  until  the 
following  forenoon  when  the  Castine  arrived  and  ordered  this  ship  to 
Key  West  for  coal  and  water. 

5.  Detained  at  Key  West  until  June  7,  in  order  to  form  one  of  the 
convoy  squadron  to  the  army,  but  under  change  of  orders  left  Key 
West  on  that  day  to  convoy  the  ammunition  ship  Armeria  and  the 
provision  ship  Supply  to  Santiago. 

6.  On  the  morning  of  June  9  met  the  British  man-of-war  Talbot  and, 
taking  her  to  be  a  Spaniard,  turned  around  in  order  to  engage  her  and 
permit  the  convoys  to  escape.    (See  copy  of  report  marked  "  A.") 

7.  Arrived  off  Santiago  June  10  and  did  blockade  duty  off  that  port 
as  one  of  the  scouts  until  the  night  of  June  29.  During  that  time 
landed  an  expedition  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions  for  500  men 
at  Sigua;  on  June  22  assisted  in  clearing  the  beach  for  the  army  to 
land  at  Daiquiri,  taking  a  position  close  inshore  next  to  the  New 
Orleans;  on  June  23  again  assisted  in  clearing  the  beach  for  the  army 
to  land  at  Siboney. 

8.  Left  the  blockading  station  at  Santiago  on  June  29  and  arrived 
off  Cape  Cruz  on  June  30,  with  orders  to  report  to  the  senior  oflBcer 
off  that  station,  and  with  additional  verbal  orders  from  the  chief  of 
staff  to  try  to  capture  or  destroy  the  Spanish  gunboats  reported  to  be 
in  Manzanillo.  Further  information  from  him  made  me  expect  to  find 
the  Manning,  Hist,  Hornet,  and  WompatucTc  off  that  place  to  assist  in 
the  attack.  None  of  the  vessels  were  there,  but  when  the  Osceola 
arrived  that  same  forenoon  we  received  permission  from  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  St.  Louis  (who  was  there  temporarily)  to  go  up  and 
see  what  we  could  do. 

9.  On  July  1,  the  Scorpion  and  Osceola  arrived  off  Manzanillo,  entered 
the  harbor  and  attacked  the  Spanish  gunboats,  which  were  in  sight 
from  outside.  (See  copy  of  report  marked  "  B,"  and  copy  of  commend- 
atory letter  from  the  commander  in  chief  marked  "C") 

10.  Eemained  just  outside  of  Manzanillo  until  July  5,  and  while  there 
captured  a  valuable  provision  lighter  in  plain  sight  of  the  city  and 
vessels,  but  the  gunboats  did  not  venture  out.  Taking  coal  off  the 
captured  lighter  and  water  from  the  Osceola  enabled  me  to  remain  until 
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July  5,  when  I  was  compelled  to  go  to  Gruantanamo,  being  almost 
entirely  out  of  coal,  water,  and  provisions,  and  short  of  ammunition. 
We  had  left  Santiago  in  a  great  hurry  and  our  early  return  was 
anticipated. 

11.  Eeturned  to  Cape  Cruz  July  11,  and  met  the  Hist,  Hornet,  and 
Wompatuck.  My  orders  were  to  return  to  the  station,  but  the  chief  of 
staff  again  told  me  verbally  to  see  what  could  be  done  to  those  gun- 
boats. 

12.  After  consultation  with  the  several  commanding  offlcers  present, 
I  wrote  an  oflScial  letter  to  the  chief  of  staff  suggesting  the  advisa- 
bility of  reenforcements  before  another  attack  was  made,  a  copy  of 
which  letter  is  inclosed  marked  "D."  In  response  to  this  letter  the 
commander  in  chief  sent  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  and  Manning  to 
reenforce  us,  but  the  latter  vessel  arrived  a  few  hours  too  late  for  the 
engagement  on  July  18. 

13.  With  the  Scorpion,  Hornet,  and  Osceola,  which  vessel  arrived  the 
next  day,  went  inside  the  shoals  and  kept  up  the  blockade  until  the 
day  of  the  engagement,  July  18.  I  communicated  with  the  Wilmington 
and  was  told  that  more  vessels  would  arrive  soon,  and  not  to  go  in 
sight  of  Manzanillo  until  we  did  so  in  force. 

14.  On  July  18  the  attack  was  made  which  resulted  in  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  the  Spanish  Government  vessels.  The  Scorpion  was  in  the 
lead  of  all  the  smaller  vessels  during  the  whole  engagement,  and  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  destruction  of  four  gunboats.  (See 
copy  of  report  marked  "E.") 

15.  Eemained  on  this  blockade  until  August  3,  when  returned  to 
Guantanamo  and  did  various  dispatch  duties  until  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  was  declared. 

16.  Inclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  commendatory  letter  of  the  officers  of 
this  vessel,  marked  "F." 

Yery  respectfully,  A.  Maeix, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding, 
P.  S.  S.  Scorpion  (25), 

Ouantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  September  28, 1898. 


U.  S.  S.  SUWANEE, 

Navy-Yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  September  1, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  article  260,  United  States  Navy  Regula- 
tions, I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report: 

In  obedience  to  the  Department's  order,  No.  90911,  April  29, 1  assumed 
command  of  the  TJ.  8.  S.  Suwanee  on  May  3, 1898,  at  the  navy-yard, 
Norfolk,  Va.,  where  the  ship  was  being  fitted  out.  I  found  her  without 
guns,  amraunition,  crew,  or  stores;  but  having  received  verbal  orders 
from  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  to  hasten  her  departure,  everything  was 
hurriedly  got  on  board,  and  on  May  6,  the  ship  being  practically  ready 
for  sea,  we  dropped  down  to  Hampton  Eoads  and  at  once  proceeded  to 
get  things  in  shipshape  order. 

On  May  8  we  swung  ship  for  compass  error  and  that  evening  pro- 
ceeded to  Key  West  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  April  13,  No.  101804 
where  we  arrived  on  May  14,  having  stopped  one  day  at  Jacksonville^ 
Fla.,  for  coal. 

The  day  following  our  arrival  at  Key  West  I  reported  to  Commodore 
Bemey,  commanding  the  station,  that  the  ship  was  ready  for  duty  on 
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the  Cuban  coast.  He  informed  me  that  he  had  decided  to  retain  the 
Suwanee  as  his  flagship  until  the  arrival  of  the  Lancaster,  which  was 
expected  soon. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May  it  was  decided  to  send  the  transport  Oussie 
to  the  Cuban  coast,  and  there  to  land  a  large  supply  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  provisions  for  the  use  of  the  insurgent  forces.  J  was  directed 
to  convoy  the  Oussie  to  Cay  Frances,  on  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  as  the 
most  favorable  point  to  land  these  supplies,  and  to  communicate  with 
the  senior  officer  present  off  Havana  and  request  him  to  detaU  a  vessel 
to  accompany  us,  in  order  to  protect  the  Gussie  while  the  Suwa/nee  was 
making  the  mainland  inside  the  cays. 

On  the  evening  of  May  30  we  sailed  from  Key  West,  accompanied 
by  the  Gussie,  and  fell  in  with  the  blockading  squadron  the  following 
morning,  when  I  reported  to  Commodore  Watson,  on  board  the  Mont- 
gomery, his  flagship,  and  he  detailed  the  Newport  for  this  duty.  I  then 
proceeded  at  full  speed  for  Cay  Frances,  in  order  to  make  a  reconnois- 
saiice,  the  Newport  and  Gussie  following  at  slow  speed  in  order  to  join 
the  Suwanee  after  nightfall.  On  our  arrival  in  the  vicinity  of  Cay 
Frances  I  sent  an  armed  boat's  crew,  in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Blue, 
with  Cuban  pilot,  to  the  mainland,  20  miles  distant,  to  communicate 
with  General  Gomez's  forces,  and  to  notify  them  of  our  presence  and 
intentions  to  land  supplies  for  their  use.  There  being  no  reliable  charts 
of  this  part  of  the  Cuban  coast,  two  Cuban  pilots  were  assigned  for 
our  use,  and,  on  the  representations  of  the  one  on  board  that  he  was  a 
very  competent  pilot  in  the  waters  in  which  we  were  to  operate,  I  pro- 
ceeded inside  the  cays  under  slow  speed  with  the  lead  kept  constantly 
going,  but,  noth withstanding  all  precautions,  the  ship  suddenly  ran 
into  shoal  water  and  got  aground  for  about  30  feet  from  the  bow 
aft.  We  were  in  this  position  until  high  tide,  which  occurred  about  4 
o'clock  the  following  morning,  May  31,  when  the  ship  was  backed  oft', 
assisted  by  the  press  boat  Kanapaha.  During  the  night  the  enemy 
kept  constantly  signaling  by  means  of  the  heliograph,  and  having  been 
reliably  informed  that  three  Spanish  gunboats  were  stationed  in  the 
vicinity  the  ship  was  kept  ready  for  instant  battle.  On  the  arrival  of 
the  Newport  I  communicated  to  her  my  condition,  and  advised  that  she 
anchor  outside  with  the  Gussie  to  avoid  the  shoal  water.  About  noon 
this  day  Lieutenant  Blue  returned  to  the  ship  and  when  close-to  behind 
the  cays  he  fell  in  with  two  patrol  boats,  cabin  sloops,  having  on  board 
soldiers  and  signaling  outfit.  These  boats  were  captured  by  our  boat's 
crew,  the  enemy  escaping  on  shore.  One  of  these  boats  I  gave  to  the 
insurgents  for  their  use  and  later  in  the  day  we  destroyed  the  other  at 
target  practice. 

Lieutenant  Blue  reported  that  he  had  communicated  with  the  insur- 
gent forces,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  and  that  he  had  con- 
siderable difficulty  reaching  them  and  in  returning  to  the  ship  owing 
to  the  shoal  water.  The  pilot  then  expressed  a  doubt  as  to  his  ability 
to  take  the  Suwanee  to  the  mainland,  and  as  the  Gussie  was  of  greater 
draft  than  the  Suwanee,  it  was  impossible  to  land  the  supplies  at  this 
point  except  by  means  of  lighters.  I  learned  that  there  were  several 
suitable  lighters  at  Caimanero,  which  was  only  a  few  miles  from  the 
insurgent  camp,  and  I  urged  the  insurgents  to  make  an  attack  at  this 
point  to  capture  the  lighters,  and  that  I  would  then  load  them  with 
the  supplies.  This  they  refused  to  do,  as  they  claimed  it  might  cost  a 
large  loss  of  life.  I  stated  to  them  that  we  were  at  war  and  expected 
to  lose  life,  and  that  every  chance  should  be  taken  to  secure  important 
results,  but  they  refused  to  take  any  chances  j  and  after  consultation 
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with  Commander  Tilley,  of  the  Newport,  it  was  decided  that  he  should 
return  to  Commodore  Watson,  report  the  impossibility  of  landing  the 
supplies  with  the  means  at  our  disposal,  and  submit  to  him  as  to  the 
advisability  of  sending  to  Key  West  for  the  necessary  lighters.  While 
the  N'eioport  was  gone  I  took  the  Suwanee,  in  company  with  the  Gussie, 
and  anchored  on  the  Bahama  Banks,  June  1. 

On  the  following  day,  June  2,  the  Newport  returned,  with  instructions 
for  me  to  take  from  the  Gussie  as  large  a  quantity  of  the  supplies  as 
could  be  conveniently  carried  and  to  land  them  at  some  other  point  at 
my  discretion,  sending  the  Gussie  back  to  Key  West.  These  orders 
were  at  once  carried  out,  and  on  June  3  I  sailed  for  the  south  side  of 
Cuba,  reporting  to  Eear-Admiral  Sampson,  commander  in  chief,  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  Sunday,  June  5. 

I  was  directed  by  the  Admiral  to  land  the  supplies  on  board  in  the 
vicinity  of  Asseraderos,  or  wherever  I  might  find  forces  under  Colonel 
Cebreco,  but  as  the  fortifications  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  were  to  be 
attacked  on  the  following  morning,  June  6,  the  Suwanee  was  permitted 
to  take  part,  and  was  assigned  the  position  on  the  left  of  the  line,  which 
was  abreast  of  Cabanas.  During  this  engagement  a  brisk  fire  was 
being  maintained  from  the  Cabanas  batteries  located  in  a  small  lagoon 
about  400  yards  from  the  entrance.  The  Suwanee  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  this  lagoon,  which  she  was  enabled  to  do  owing  to  her  light 
draft,  and  by  a  steady  and  well-directed  fire  silenced  the  batteries, 
driving  the  enemy  from  the  ground.  The  only  casualty  on  board  was 
one  man  slightly  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  small  piece  of  shell. 

In  the  afternoon  of  June  6  opened  communication  with  the  insurgents 
a  few  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Asseraderos,  where  we  landed  a  small 
quantity  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  provisions,  and  then  proceeded  to 
Asseraderos,  where  the  main  force  under  Colonel  Cebreco  was  located. 
At  this  point  we  landed  all  the  supplies  on  board,  which  included  2,000 
machetes,  300  rifies,  250,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  and  a  large  supply 
of  provisions.  The  landing  of  these  supplies  was  finished  on  the  even- 
ing of  June  9. 

On  June  11  I  received  by  the  Yanlcee  a  memorandum  order  from  the 
commander  in  chief  to  get  in  immediate  communication  with  the  insur- 
gents, and  secure  without  delay  reliable  information  as  to  what  ships, 
if  any,  of  the  Spanish  navy  were  in  Santiago  Harbor.  Believing  that 
reliable  information  could  not  be  secured  through  the  insurgent  forces, 
I  detailed  Lieutenant  Blue  for  this  duty,  landing  him,  in  uniform,  with 
side  arms,  at  Asseraderos,  and  directing  him  to  request  Colonel  Cebreco 
to  furnish  him  with  horses  and  guides  in  order  to  reach  the  hills  near 
the  harbor.  This  duty  was  successfully  performed  by  Lieutenant  Blue, 
and,  by  prearrangement,  I  picked  him  up  on  the  coast  on  the  morning 
of  June  13.  He  had  seen  and  located  all  the  ships  of  Admiral  Cervera's 
command. 

On  June  15  I  received  verbal  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief 
to  proceed  to  Guantanamo  Bay  and  assist  the  Texas  and  Marblehead  in 
destroying  the  fort  on  Cayo  del  Toro  and  to  proceed  afterwards  up  the 
channel  toward  Oaimanera  and  to  capture  or  destroy  the  Spanish  gun- 
boat Sandoval. 

In  this  action  the  fort  was  completely  destroyed,  but  the  Suwanee 
was  not  allowed  to  proceed  farther  up  the  channel  in  search  of  the 
Sandoval  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  contact  torpedoes  planted 
there.  About  fifteen  of  these  torpedoes  were  afterwards  recovered  by 
the  crew  of  the  Marblehead.  On  our  return  to  Guantanamo  Bay,  and 
when  just  about  to  drop  anchor,  infantry  fire  was  opened  on  the  Mar- 
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bleheacPs  steam  cutter  from  Hicocal  Point.  I  at  once  proceeded  close 
in  to  this  point  and  thoroughly  shelled  all  parts  of  it,  using  also  the 
Colt's  automatic  gun. 

On  June  17  we  engaged  with  other  vessels  of  the  fleet  in  shelling 
Hicocal  Point  and  Cay  Hospital,  from  which  places  our  forces  had 
been,  on  several  occasions,  annoyed  by  infantry  fire.  After  this  there 
was  no  further  trouble  from  these  localities. 

On  June  20  the  commander  in  chief  directed  that  the  Suwanee  go 
in  that  night  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and 
drag  for  the  Cienfuegos  cable.  Eeceived  outfit  for  the  purpose  from 
the  St.  Louis,  consisting  of  hawsers  with  chain  ends  and  two  heavy 
grapnels.  The  commanding  officer  of  the  St.  Louis,  Captian  Goodrich, 
and  one  of  his  officers  who  had  been  employed  on  cable  steamers, 
accompanied  us.  At  8  o'clock  that  evening  we  went  close  in  and 
worked  under  the  west  battery,  and  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  until 
2  o'clock  the  following  morning.  On  account  of  the  rocky  bottom  we 
were  unable  to  find  the  cable.  We  were  obliged  to  stop  work  on 
account  of  the  arms  of  the  grapnels  being  so  bent  or  broken  that  they 
were  of  no  further  service.  We  were  frequently  within  200  to  300 
yards  of  the  west  battery,  and  after  the  surrender  of  Santiago  I 
learned  from  Lieutenant  Araouca,  of  the  Spanish  navy,  commanding 
the  Alvarado,  that  we  were  distinctly  heard  and  seen  by  him  and  those 
stationed  within  the  battery,  and  that  he  had  urged  them  to  fire  upon 
us,  but  they  refused  to  do  so  because  they  were  not  ordered  by  the 
proper  authority. 

On  June  22  assisted  in  covering  the  landing  of  the  United  States 
troops  under  General  Shafter  at  Daiquiri.  The  Suwanee,  leading  the 
boats  with  the  troops,  entered  close  into  the  beach  and  shelled  it 
thoroughly  before  the  troops  landed,  which  they  did  without  opposition. 

On  June  23  covered  the  advance  of  the  army  from  Daiquiri  to  Siboney, 
sheUing  the  beach  and  over  the  bluff  beyond. 

On  June  25  the  commander  in  chief  again  desired  information  con- 
cerning Oervera's  fleet  and  he  directed  me  to  send  Lieutenant  Blue  to 
ascertain  if  all  the  ships  were  still  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
I  immediately  proceeded  to  Asseraderos  and  landed  Lieutenant  Blue, 
giving  him  the  necessary  instructions.  He  was  furnished  guides  by 
Colonel  Cebreco  and  performed  the  duty  successfully,  returning  to  the 
ship  on  the  27  of  June,  reporting  the  presence  of  the  entire  fleet  under 
Admiral  Cervera. 

On  July  1  took  part  in  the  attack  on  Aguadores  to  cover  the  advance 
of  the  left  flank  of  our  army.  Shelled  the  beach,  rifle  pits,  and  the 
fort,  driving  the  enemy  from  these  positions.  On  the  signal  from  the 
commander  in  chief  to  "  cease  firing,"  we  signaled  back  for  permission 
to  knock  down  the  flag  on  the  fort.  The  flagship  answered  that  we 
might  have  three  shots.  We  were  a  distance  of  1,300  yards,  using  this 
range  and  a  4-inch  gun.  Lieutenant  Blue  sighted  the  gun  and  fired 
the  three  shots;  the  first  rent  the  flag,  the  second  struck  near  the  base 
of  the  staff,  inclining  it  about  20  degrees  from  the  vertical,  the  third 
shot  away  the  flag  and  staff'. 

On  the  same  afternoon  I  was  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  to 
take  on  board  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Resolute  two  submarine  mines  aTid  all 
attachments,  including  3  miles  of  insulated  wire,  with  the  view  to 
planting  the  mines  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  to  be  used  in 
the  event  of  the  Spanish  fleet  attempting  to  make  its  exit.  I  received 
both  these  mines  on  board  and  reported  the  same  night  that  I  was 
ready  to  enter  the  harbor  and  place  the  mines,  but  as  it  was  a  bright 
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moonlight  night  the  admiral  directed  me  to  wait  for  a  more  auspicious 
time,  and  ordered  me  to  proceed  at  3.30  the  next  morning  to  Guan- 
tanamo  for  coal,  the  bunkers  being  nearly  empty.  In  obedience  to  these 
orders  I  proceeded  the  following  morning,  July  2,  to  Guantanamo, 
where  we  arrived  with  two  tons  of  coal  in  the  bunkers.  Finished  coal- 
ing the  following  forenoon  and  was  on  my  way  out  of  the  harbor  when 
the  MarUehead  signaled  for  us  to  wait  outside.  She  got  up  anchor 
and  followed,  and  when  within  hailing  distance  informed  us  that  the 
Spanish  fleet  had  escaped  from  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  was,  in  all  prob- 
ability, on  its  way  to  this  port  to  destroy  unarmed  vessels.  That  the 
enemy's  ships  had  escaped  seemed  incredible,  but  Commander  McOalla 
stated  that  he  had  just  received  a  dispatch  from  Siboney  reporting  the 
fact,  and  he  directed  me  to  scout  to  the  southwest,  which  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  do.  While  in  the  execution  of  this  duty  I  called  all  the 
line  officers  on  the  bridge,  Lieutenant  Blue  and  Ensigns  Wittingill  and 
Gilpin,  and  explained  the  situation  to  them,  stating  that  a  month  ago 
the  Navy  Department  had  cabled  Commodore  Schley  that  if  Cervera's 
fleet  escaped  the  Navy  would  be  disgraced.  Apparently  that  misfor- 
tune had  come  to  it,  and,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  it  was  concluded 
that  we  would  do  all  in  our  power  to  help  redeem  its  reputation.  I 
thereupon  directed  these  officers  to  draw  the  common  charges  from  the 
guns,  to  load  with  armor-piercing  shell,  and  to  which  parts  of  the 
enemy's  ships  they  should  direct  their  fire.  I  can  not  speak  too  highly 
of  the  conduct  and  bearing  of  all  the  officers  and  men  on  this  special 
occasion.  It  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  We  were  in  a  small  gun- 
boat, with  a  maximum  speed  of  10  knots,  standing  out  to  meet  a  fleet  of 
heavily  armed  armored  cruisers  with  reputed  speed  of  more  than  double 
ours.  Under  other  circumstances  it  would  have  been  my  duty  to  avoid  so 
uneqal  a  conflict.  I  felt  the  full  responsibility  of  making  the  decision, 
and  I  record  with  pride  that  not  a  man  flinched  when  it  was  made 
known. 

We  steamed  about  10  or  12  miles  to  the  southwest,  when  volumes  of 
smoke  were  discerned  on  the  shore  side  of  the  horizon.  A  vessel  was 
standing  to  the  eastward  toward  Guantanamo  Bay,  and  from  her  great 
speed  I  concluded  it  was  the  torpedo  boat  Dupont,  and  finally  saw  her 
stop  near  the  Marblehead,  whose  masts  could  be  seen  above  the  horizon. 
We  presently  saw  two  puffs  of  white  smoke  which  I  rightly  concluded 
were  signal  guns  from  the  Marblehead  for  our  return.  I  at  once  put 
the  helm  over  and  stood  toward  her,  and  when  within  signal  distance 
read  the  signal  from  her  masthead,  "  The  enemy  is  destroyed."  When 
within  hailing  distance  Commander  McOalla  gave  us  the  particulars 
and  we  pushed  on  for  Santiago.  On  arriving  oft'  that  harbor  I  reported 
to  Captain  Evans  on  board  the  Iowa,  shortly  afterwards  proceeding  to 
the  eastward,  following  the  vessels  in  chase  of  the  Cristobal  Colon. 

Late  that  night  I  fell  in  with  the  flagship  New  Yorh,  and  was  directed 
by  the  admiral  to  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  the  destroyed  ships  and  to 
bring  off  any  of  the  crews  that  might  be  remaining  on  the  beach. 

On  the  night  of  July  4,  while  on  blockade  duty  off  Santiago,  fire  was 
opened  by  the  Massachusetts  and  Texas  on  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
and  at  about  11.30  p.  m.  we  were  hailed  by  the  flagship  and  directed  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  While  proceeding  to  comply  with 
this  order  the  shore  batteries  opened  fire,  shells  falling  ahead  and 
astern  of  us.  We  ran  in  between  the  Massachusetts  and  Texas,  and 
then  saw  a  large  ship  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  with  her  lights  burn- 
ing.   She  was  sunk  in  this  position,  the  port  side  only  of  her  spar  deck 
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being  submerged.  We  did  not  open  fire  on  her  because  of  the  large 
quantity  of  dry  gun  cotton  which  we  had  on  board. 

At  daylight  the  morning  of  July  5  we  stood  close  in  to  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor.  I  ascertained  that  the  sunken  ship  was  the  lieina  Mercedes, 
and  got  three  bearings  on  her  which  showed  that  she  did  not  obstruct 
the  channel.  This  I  at  once  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief.  The 
enemy  had  evidently  attempted  to  sink  her  at  the  mouth  of  the  channel 
to  prevent  our  fleet  entering. 

On  July  7,  8,  and  9  the  ship  was  engaged  with  the  board  appointed 
by  the  commander  in  chief  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  wrecked  Spanish  warships.  While  secared  alongside  the  Vizcaya 
on  the  8th  of  July  we  had  two  streams  of  water  pouring  into  her  coal 
bunkers  for  seven  hours  endeavoring  to  extinguish  the  fire. 

On  July  14  I  went  to  Siboney  for  Brig.  Gen.  Guy  Henry,  and  con- 
veyed him  to  a  point  about  three  and  a  half  miles  to  the  westward  of 
Morro  to  show  him  the  most  favorable  place  for  landing  troops  for  the 
contemplated  attack  on  the  "western  battery."  While  inspecting  this 
proposed  landing  place  the  U.  S.  S.  Wasp  passed  us,  steaming  to  the 
westward,  and  signaled  "Santiago  has  surrendered."  We  then  stood 
to  the  eastward  and  General  Henry  went  on  board  one  of  the  army 
transports  near  Siboney.  One  of  our  boilers  having  given  out,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  Guantanamo  to  make  repairs. 

On  July  18  left  Guantanamo  for  Santiago  de  Cuba.  On  reaching  the 
vicinity  of  the  harbor  the  commander  in  chief  directed  me  to  proceed 
in  and  make  arrangements  for  clearing  the  harbor  of  submarine  mines. 
Anchored  close  off  the  city  at  5  p.  m. 

On  July  18  commenced  work  of  raising  the  electric  mines,  assisted 
by  Lieutenant  Araouca,  of  the  Spanish  navy,  who  pointed  out  the  loca- 
tion of  each  mine. 

This  work  was  suspended  on  July  20,  when  the  Suwanee  was  ordered 
to  convoy  to  Guantanamo  the  steamships  seized  in  the  harbor  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  after  the  surrender. 

On  July  22  returned  to  Santiago  Harbor  and  resumed  work  on  the 
submarine  mines,  which  was  completed  on  the  27th.  All  these  mines 
were  recovered  excepting  one  located  under  the  Beina  Mercedes. 

On  July  28  returned  to  Guantanamo  Harbor. 

On  the  evening  of  August  9  sailed  for  the  Isle  of  Pines  in  company 
with  the  Newark  and  Resolute.  During  the  night  I  proceeded  in 
advance  of  these  ships  to  Cape  Cruz,  where  I  communicated  with  the 
Uist,  doing  blockade  duty  at  this  place.  I  learned  from  the  command- 
ing officer.  Lieutenant  Young,  that  the  city  of  Manzanillo  would  prob- 
ably surrender  on  the  appearance  of  a  strong  naval  force.  This  was  in 
accordance  with  information  I  had  obtained  from  the  chief  of  staff  on 
board  the  flagship  New  TorJc  just  previous  to  our  departure  from  Guan- 
tanamo. I  therefore  decided  to  wait  the  arrival  of  the  Newark  and 
represent  to  Captain  Goodrich,  her  commanding  ofQcer,  that  we  could 
force  the  capitulation  of  Manzanillo  before  proceeding  to  the  Isle  of 
Pines.  After  consultation  with  all  the  commanding  ofiScers  and  Colonel 
Huntington,  commanding  the  marine  battalion,  Captain  Goodrich 
decided  to  make  an  attack  at  this  point.  In  order  to  intercept  the 
Osceola  and  Alvarada,  both  of  which  vessels  were  on  way  to  join  forces 
with  us,  we  lay  off"  Cape  Cruz  that  night.  Both  of  the  above  vessels 
joined  us  before  daylight.  After  daylight  we  proceeded  inside  the 
Great  Barrier  Reef. 

On  the  following  morning,  August  12,  we  got  under  way  at  4.30  and 
proceeded  toward  Manzanillo,  anchoring  well  outside  the  northern 
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entrance  about  10  a.  m.  A  demand  for  the  surrender  of  the  place  hav- 
ing been  made  and  refused,  we  got  under  way  at  3  p.  m.  The  Newark, 
with  the  Resolute  and  Alvarado,  approached  the  city  by  the  northern 
entrance.  The  Suwanee,  Hist,  and  Osceola  approached  by  a  more  south- 
erly channel  between  the  cays.  These  latter  vessels  were  under  my 
immediate  command.  After  passing  through  this  channel  we  steamed 
full  speed  for  the  city  and  opened  fire  at  a  range  of  3,000  yards, 
decreasing  to  1,500  yards.  At  this  time  the  RewarTc  signaled  to  "  cease 
firing,"  that  the  city  had  hoisted  the  white  flag.  Shortly  afterwards 
the  Alvarado  stood  in,  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  and  reported  to  me  that 
the  city  had  surrendered.  The  Suwanee,  Mist,  and  Osceola  were  then 
close  to  the  city,  the  Suwanee  within  1,000  yards  of  the  batteries  and 
800  yards  of  the  beach.  The  wharves  and  streets  were  crowded  with 
the  soldiers,  to  the  number  of  several  thousand.  I  had  just  ordered 
the  Alvarado  to  proceed  to  the  wharf  with  the  flag  of  truce  when  fire 
was  opened  on  us  from  all  the  batteries  and  the  troops.  We  immedi- 
ately returned  the  fire,  and  for  some  time  a  hot  fire  was  maintaiued  on 
both  sides.  The  shots  from  the  Mauser  rifles  were  falling  all  around 
us,  and  the  shells  from  the  batteries  were  falling  close  alongside  and 
passing  over  the  ship  close  to  the  deck.  Finding  that  the  enemy  was 
rapidly  getting  our  range,  I  decided  to  change  our  position,  and  started 
the  starboard  engine  half  speed,  putting  the  helm  hard  astarboard. 
The  ship's  head  not  paying  off,  I  went  ahead  full  speed  on  starboard 
engine  with  no  better  result.  Finding  that  the  ship  was  aground,  I 
backed  the  port  engine  full  speed,  still  going  ahead  on  starboard 
engine,  which  had  the  effect  of  throwing  her  head  in  the  right  direction. 
The  bottom  being  of  soft  mud,  we  slowly  drew  into  deeper  water,  con- 
tinuing the  fire  until  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  the  NewarTc,  when  we 
were  directed  to  anchor  for  the  night.  An  examination  of  the  ship 
showed  that  she  had  suffered  no  damage,  the  only  effects  of  the  enemy's 
fire  being  three  shots  through  our  ensign. 

At  6.35  p.  m.  we  fired  two  shots  from  the  starboard  i-inch  gun  at  a 
range  of  5,200  yards,  the  shells  falling  in  the  battery  nearest  the  city. 
These  were  the  last  shots  fired  in  the  war  by  the  Suwanee,  as  at  day- 
light the  following  morningi,  August  13,  the  enemy  sent  out  a  flag  of 
truce  bearing  dispatches  from  the  Navy  Department  that  the  protocol 
of  peace  had  been  signed  and  an  armistice  proclaimed. 

On  August  14  at  daylight  we  left  Manzanillo  for  Guantanamo,  where 
we  arrived  at  noon  the  following  day,  August  15. 

On  August  17  received  orders  from  Commodore  Watson  to  proceed  at 
my  discretion  to  the  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va.,  with  the  Suwanee, 

On  August  18  sailed  in  obedience  to  these  orders.  Stopped  at  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  for  coal,  August  21,  and  to  avoid  threatened  hurricane. 

Arrived  at  Cape  Charles,  Ya.,  August  26,  anchoring  for  the  night  in 
Lynn  Haven  Bay. 

Proceeded  to  Hampton  Koads  the  following  morning,  August  27. 

On  Monday,  August  29,  proceeded  to  the  navy- yard,  Norfolk,  Ya. 

On  September  1  the  Suwanee  was  placed  out  of  commission. 

Throughout  the  cruise  the  health  of  the  ofiacers  and  crew  has  been 
very  good.  At  times,  malarial  fever  showed  itself,  but  never  to  any 
extent.  During  the  month  of  May  two  men  were  transferred  to  the 
hospital  at  Key  West  as  unfit  for  service,  and  while  off"  the  south  coast 
of  Cuba  two  men  were  transferred  to  the  hospital  ship  Solace,  but  both 
of  these  were  afterwards  returned  on  board. 

The  battery  of  the  ship  worked  well,  except  the  elevating  gear  of  the 
4-inch  guns,  which  showed  signs  of  weakness  and  had  to  be  repaired. 
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New  elevating  gear  was  received  on  board  and  snflPered  in  like  manner. 
The  ammunition  was  good,  excepting  a  number  of  4-incli  common 
shells  with  navy -base  fuse.    Bight  of  these  burst  prematurely,  but  with 
no  resulting  damage  to  the  guns. 
Very  respectfully, 

Daniel  Delehantt, 
Lieutenant- Oommander,  U.  S,  N.,  Commanding. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long, 
Secretary  of  the  N^avy, 

Navy  hepartment,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  S.  Osceola, 
Navy-yard,  Boston,  September  28, 1898. 

Sib:  The  following  summary  of  the  cruise  of  this  vessel  during  the 
months  of  April,  May,  and  June  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Osceola  was  commissioned  April  4, 1898,  at  the  uavy-yard,  New 
York,  with  a  crew  of  26  men.  The  battery  was  one  3-pounder  and  one 
Galling.  This  was  afterwards  increased  at  Key  West  by  the  addition 
of  two  6-pounders  and  one  Gmillimeter  automatic  Colt. 

Left  there  April  12  for  Norfolk,  Va.,  whero  she  arrived  on  the  14th 
instant.  Lefb  Norfolk  April  20,  with  a  coal  barge  in  tow,  for  Key 
West,  Fla.,  and  arrived  there  on  the  22d  instant.  Left  there  the  30th 
instant,  and  reported  to  the  commander  in  chief  commanding  the 
United  States  naval  forces  off  Havana  the  following  morning,  May  1. 

Eemained  on  blockade  duty  off  Havana  until  midnight  of  the  1  th 
Instant,  when  she  returned  to  Key  West  to  have  new  valve  put  in  air 
pump,  and  other  necessary  repairs  made  on  it. 

On  May  6,  off  Havana,  during  the  blockade,  she  was  fired  on  by 
eastern  sand  battery  near  Morro.  One  shell  struck  about  50  yards 
from  starboard  beam,  and  ricochetted  over  the  smokestack.  A  second 
sheU  burst  directly  overhead,  and  a  third  struck  close  astern  and  burst. 
No  hits  were  made.  The  secondary  batteries  then  opened  fire,  but  all 
shots  fell  short. 

May  13,  together  with  the -Ericsson,  engaged  in  firing  on  cavalry  and 
infantry  marching  along  the  beach  about  8  miles  east  of  Havana;  drove 
them  back  into  the  bushes,  where  they  disappeared. 

May  21,  left  Key  West  and  convoyed  the  chartered  steamer  Florida 
to  Port  Banes,  Cuba.  Went  by  way  of  Straits  of  Florida,  N.  W. 
Providence  Channel,  N.  B.  Providence  Channel,  thence  to  San  Salvador 
Island  and  Crooked  Island  Passage  to  Cay  Verde.  Left  there  3  p.  m. 
May  25  and  arrived  off  entrance  to  Port  Banes  at  11.15  p.  m.  Took  on 
board  a  Cuban  pilot  from  the  Florida  and  headed  in  on  course  W.  J  8., 
with  a  boatload  of  armed  Cubans  in  tow,  the  Florida  following.  At 
midnight  this  vessel  was  stopped  and  headed  offshore.  The  pilot  did 
not  have  any  knowledge  of  the  place.  The  next  morning  at  early  day- 
light we  headed  in  for  shore,  the  Florida  following.  At  6.30  a.  m.  the 
Florida  anchored  in  outer  harbor  near  channel  entrance.  The  armed 
Cubans'  boat  was  sent  ahead  to  land  scouts.  The  crew  of  the  Osceola 
were  then  called  to  quarters,  and  she  passed  through  the  channel  into 
Port  Banes  Harbor  and  across  it  in  a  northwesterly  direction  to  the 
ruins  of  the  old  town.  She  then  returned  for  the  Florida,  and  both  ves- 
sels started  in,  the  Osceola  leading.  At  the  first  bend  it  was  found 
necessary  to  take  the  Florida  in  tow,  and  she  was  towed  through  the 
channel  ai^d  across  the  harbor  to  an  anchorage. 
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By  the  afternoon  of  the  28th  the  Florida  had  succeeded  in  landing 
415  offlcers  and  men  and  50  horses  and  mules,  together  with  180  tons 
of  arms  and  ammunition  and  20,000  rifles.  The  Cubans  assisted  m 
doing  this,  and  soldiers  from  the  army  of  General  Gomez  came  daily  in 
detachments  to  receive  all  that  was  landed. 

About  5  p,  m.  the  Oceola  went  out  to  reconnoiter  and  ascertain  the 
conditions  of  the  current  in  the  cannel.  A  strong  current  was  found 
running  out  and  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  take  the  Florida  out 
that  night.  She  was  anchored  that  night  near  the  channel,  and  at  day- 
light next  morning,  May  29,  she  was  taken  in  tow.  The  current  was 
s'till  running  out  strong,  and  at  all  the  turns  there  were  strong  eddies. 
After  much  difQculty  she  was  towed  out  to  sea  safely  and  lines  cast  off 
at  6  a.  m. 

At  8.20  a.  m.  the  smoke  of  two  steamers  was  seen  NW.  by  N.  Ten 
minutes  later  one  was  made  out  to  be  a  man-of-war,  and  as  we  could 
not  make  out  her  colors  the  Florida  was  directed  to  return  to  Port 
Banes  and  the  Osceola  continued  on  her  course.  At  8.50  a.  m.  she  was 
recognized  as  the  New  Orleans.  The  Florida  was  then  recalled,  and  we 
proceeded  to  Key  West  by  way  of  the  Old  Bahama  Channel.  Arrived 
at  Key  West  May  31.  Eemained  there  coaling  and  repairing  until 
June  9,  when  the  Osceola  was  sent  to  Cardenas,  thence  to  Havana, 
and  reported  to  Commodore  J.  C.  Watson,  U.  S.  N.,  for  duty.  Ordered 
to  blockade  Matanzas.  Arrived  there  June  10  and  returned  under 
orders  to  Key  West  the  following  day.  Left  Key  West  on  June  14 
in  company  with  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Indiana  and  other  naval  vessels,  to  con- 
voy the  United  States  army  under  command  of  General  Shatter,  U. 
S.  A.  Eemained  on  convoy  duty  until  arrival  off  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
and  assisted  in  the  landing  of  the  army  on  June  22.  Detached  from 
this  duty  that  evening  and  proceeded  to  Guantanamo  for  coal.  Eeturned 
off  Santiago  25th  instant,  and  following  day  received  orders  to  report 
to  senior  ofiacer  present  off  Cape  Cruz  for  blockade  duty.  Arrived 
there  morning  of  the  26th  and  found  only  the  Hornet  in  that  vicinity. 
Went  to  blockade  duty  along  the  reefs  northwest  to  Cape  Cruz  and 
took  position  off  Cuatro  Eeales  Channel.  Spoke  the  St.  Louis  and 
the  Scorpion  off  Cape  Cruz  on  the  30th  instant.  Eeceived  orders  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  former  vessel  to  join  the  Scorpion  and 
Hornet  and  go  to  Manzanillo.  Anchored  that  night  near  Cape  Cruz, 
off  Cacimba  Point,  in  company  with  the  Scorpion,  to  await  daylight 
before  entering  the  narrow  channels  leading  to  Manzanillo  waters. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.   L.   PUBCELL, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
The  Chief  of  Bueeatj  of  Navigation, 

Navy  Depa/rtment,  WasMngton,  D.  0. 


U.  S.   S.  OSOEOLA, 
Navy  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  September  28, 1898. 
Sir  :  The  following  summary  of  the  cruise  of  the  Osceola  for  July  is 
respectfully  submitted : 

At  4.50  a.  m.,  July  1,  we  got  under  way  from  anchorage  off  Cainamera 
Point,  near  Cape  Cruz,  and  proceeded  to  sound  out  a  channel  to  Man- 
zanillo, the  Osceola  leading  and  Scorpion  following.  About  1  p.  m.  we 
passed  through  the  last  narrow  channel  near  Huevas  Cay.  We  found 
not  less  than  6J  fathoms  of  water  all  the  way  to  this  point.    At  4.25 
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p.  m.  we  passed  through  the  cays  and  abreast  of  Oaimanera  Point, 
close  to  Manzanillo,  and  had  a  severe  engagement  with  the  enemy's 
shore  batteries,  infantry,  and  gunboats,  lasting  about  one-half  hour. 
We  then  withdrew  to  the  channel  between  the  cays  and  remained  there 
until  dark.  Remained  on  blockade  duty  until  July  6,  when  we  returned 
to  Guantanamo  with  a  barge  load  of  provisions,  abandoned  in  chase  by 
the  steamer  Manati  off  Manzanillo  July  3.  We  remained  at  Guanta- 
namo and  Daiquiri,  making  repairs  and  taking  in  coal  and  water,  until 
July  12,  when  we  returned  to  the  station  off  Manzanillo.  Eemained  on 
blockade  duty  there  until  the  evening  of  July  29,  when  we  returned  to 
Guantanamo  for  repairs,  coal,  and  water.  July  18,  in  company  with 
the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Hist,  Hornet,  and  WompatuoJc, 
attacked  in  Manzanillo  Harbor  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy,  five  in 
number,  and  one  armed  storeship.  After  an  engagement  lasting  about 
three  and  a  half  hours  we  withdrew  on  signal  to  do  so.  Three  large 
transports  were  burned,  the  storeship  was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up, 
two  Spanish  gunboats  were  destroyed,  and  three  sunk  or  stranded. 
The  shore  batteries  and  infantry  opened  fire  on  us  at  the  end.  No 
casualties  occurred. 

July  20,  in  company  with  the  Wilmington,  Helena,  Scorpion,  Man- 
ning, and  Hist,  we  fired  on  blockhouses  and  barracks  at  Santa  Gruz. 
No  reply  was  made  to  this  fire.  July  26,  in  company  with  Helena,  we 
had  a  sharp  engagement  with  the  shore  batteries  and  infantry  at 
Tunas,  lasting  about  fifteen  minutes. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  L.  Pueobll, 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

The  Ghibp  op  Bueeati  of  Navigation, 

Ifavy  Department,  Washington,  I).  0. 


U.  8.  S.  Osceola, 
Wavy-  Yard,  Boston,  Mass.,  September  29, 1898. 

SiE:  The  following  summary  of  the  cruise  of  the  Osceola  for  the 
month  of  August  is  respectfully  submitted : 

The  Osceola  remained  at  Guantanamo  Bay  coaling  and  doing  special 
towing  duty  until  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant,  when  she  left  for 
Daiquiri  to  water.  During  her  stay  in  Guantanamo  the  commanding 
officer  published  a  letter  of  the  commander  in  chief,  commending  con- 
duct of  officers  and  crew  during  the  engagement  at  Manzanillo  July 
1, 1898.  Eeturned  to  Guantanamo  August  10,  and  left  immediately 
to  join  the  N'ewark,  Suwanee,  and  Alvarado,  convoying  the  Resolute,  a 
battalion  of  marines  on  board  for  the  Isle  of  Pines.  August  11,  at 
daylight,  came  up  with  the  NewarJc  and  other  vessels  off  Cape  Cruz, 
and  proceeded  with  them  to  Manzanillo,  where  we  arrived  at  10.50  a.  m. 
August  12, 

The  senior  officer  present  sent  a  demand  ashore  for  the  surrender  of 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  city  within  three  hours  from  the 
time  of  the  delivery  of  the  ultimatum.  The  ultimatum  was  delivered 
at  12.35  p.  m.,  and  the  conditions  were  refused.  At  1.25  p.  m.,  on  sig- 
nal, cleared  for  action,  and  proceeded  to  the  entrance  of  the  channel, 
between  Cays,  leading  to  Caimanera  Point.  At  3.35  p.  m.  entered  the 
channel,  Osceola  leading,  Suwanee  and  Hist  following.  About  3.45 
p.  m.  we  opened  fire,  shelling  the  beach  at  4,000  yards  range,  and 
gradually  closing.    At  4.07  p.  m.  we  saw  a  flag  of  truce  flying  from 
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the  commandant's  headquarters.  We  ceased  firing  and  communicated 
this  information  to  the  Suwanee.  The  latter  ordered  an  advance,  and 
■we  went  ahead.  A  signal  from  the  Newark  to  cease  firing  was  then 
flying.  We  went  ahead,  the  Suwanee,  Osceola,  and  Sist  in  the  order 
named,  and  went  close  abreast  of  the  city  water  battery,  where  we 
stopped  to  await  the  coming  of  the  Alvarado  flying  a  flag  of  truce. 
When  the  latter  had  arrived  inshore  of  the  Suwanee,  a  fire  was  sud- 
denly opened  on  us  from  the  shore  batteries,  supported  by  a  heavy 
infantry  fire.  A  general  action  followed,  lasting  about  twenty  minutes. 
This  vessel  remained  in  Sf  to  3  fathoms  of  water,  drawing  at  the  time 
about  14  feet.  One  shell  struck  across  our  stern  and  crushed  a  filled 
3-pounder  ammunition  box,  but  did  no  other  damage.  We  withdrew 
from  action  by  order  of  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  Suwanee. 

The  following  morning  a  notice  of  the  signing  of  the  protocol  was 
received  and  the  declaration  of  armistice  made  known.  We  left  that 
day  for  Cape  Oruz,  by  way  of  Manzanillo  channel,  and  the  day  follow- 
ing proceeded  under  orders  to  Cienfuegos,  to  notify  the  other  ships  of 
the  armistice,  and  then  proceeded  to  Key  West,  remaining  at  the  latter 
place  about  twelve  hours,  and  then  proceeded  to  Hampton  Eoads. 
Anchored  there  August  22,  about  noon.  August  24  proceeded  to  navy- 
yard  at  Norfolk  to  repair  pumps.  Eemained  there  coaling  and  sealing 
iboilers  with  ship's  force  and  repairing  pumps  the  rest  of  the  month. 
Yery  respectfully,  J.  L.  Ptjrcell, 

Lieutenant,  TJ.  S.  N,,  Commanding. 

The  Chief  of  Bueeatj  op  Navigation, 

Ifavy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


U.  S<  S.  Hamilton,  Norfolk,  Va.,  October  9, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  summary  report  of 
the  duty  performed  by  this  ship  from  August  1  to  17, 1898: 

August  1. — Arrived  in  Key  West  Harbor  and  anchored  at  7.50. 
Commanding  ofQcer  reported  to  Commodore  Eemey  and  reported  con- 
dition of  rudder.  Received  order  to  have  same  repaired  as  soon  as 
possible.  Naval  constructor  came  aboard  and  made  an  examination 
of  rudder. 

August  2. — Unshipped  rudder  and  sent  same  ashore.  Received  one 
Boughton  Telephotos. 

August  3. — Constructor's  department  repairing  rudder.  FUled  fresh 
water  tanks. 

August  4. — Repairing  rudder.  Engineer's  department  at  work  on 
boiler  man  hole  plate. 

August  5. — Repairing  rudder.    Electrician  working  on  dynamo. 

August  6. — Repairing  rudder. 

August  7. — Repairing  rudder. 

August  8. — Received  rations.  Slinging  rudder  preparatory  to  ship- 
ping.   Received  orders  to  proceed  to  sea  when  vessel  was  ready. 

August  9. — Diver  employed  to  step  rudder.  Reported  construction 
work  finished  to  commodore. 

August  10. — Coaled  ship  and  filled  boiler  and  tanks  with  fresh  water. 
Received  mail  for  ships  on  Havana  blockade.  At  6.30  under  way  and 
stood  for  Havana. 
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August  11. — At  6.15  arrived  off  blockading  fleet  and  commanding 
ofiQcer  reported  to  senior  ofQcer  on  the  Miantonomoh.  Received  orders 
to  deliver  mail  to  the  fleet.  The  same  being  finished,  the  vessel  was 
ordered  to  relieve  the  Peoria  on  station  4e  and  5e.  12.30  relieved 
Peoria. 

August  12. — Maintaining  position  on  blockade.  At  daybreak  Morro 
Castle  and  battery  east  of  Morro  opened  fire  on  fleet  in  front  of 
Havana.  As  some  of  the  shells  fell  near  the  vessel,  the  ship  steamed 
out  of  range,  no  answering  shots  being  fired. 

August  13. — At  10.30  received  signal  from  flagship.  Commanding 
officer  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Key  West.  Communicated  with 
Gastine  and  Fish  Hawk.  At  11  started  for  Key  West,  At  2.40  sighted 
vessel  making  signals  of  distress.  Proved  to  be  the  Oneida  carrying 
dispatches,  her  boiler  disabled.  Called  the  Fish  Hawk  and  she  con- 
sented to  carry  the  dispatches  to  Commodore  Howell,  the  Hamilton 
taking  the  Oneida  in  tow. 

August  14. — At  8  stood  into  Key  West  Harbor  and  anchored  the 
Oneida.  Commanding  ofQcer  reported  to  Commodore  Eeemy  and 
received  orders  to  proceed  to  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  Va.  At  2.15  under 
way  and  stood  up  the  coast. 

August  15. — Standing  up  the  coast. 

August  16. — Standing  up  the  coast. 

August  17. — Stood  in  for  Charleston  Harbor  and  anchored  off  custom- 
house. 

Eespectfully,  yours,  W.  D.  Eoath, 

Captain,  B.  G.  8. 

Chief  of  Buebau  op  lifAviGATioN, 

li'avy  Bepartment,  Washington,  D.  0. 


141370. 

U.  S.  S.  Alvarado, 
Ouantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  September  13, 1898. 
Sie: 

During  the  month  of  August  this  vessel  was  employed  as  follows: 

August  1  to  9. — At  anchor  in  Guantanamo  Bay.  Crew  engaged  in 
overhauling  machinery,  cleaning  ship,  making  necessary  repairs,  and 
in  getting  stores  on  board. 

August  10. — Got  under  way  and  stood  down  coast  for  the  Isle  ol  Pines 
to  join  the  Newark  and  other  vessels  on  the  blockade.  At  10  p.  m. 
joined  the  Newark  off  Cape  Cruz. 

August  11. — In  company  with  the  Newark,  Resolute,  Suwanee,  Hist, 
and  Osceola,  entered  Manzanillo  Bay  through  Quatro  Eeales  Channel. 

August  12. — Proceeded  off  Manzanillo  with  the  other  ships  of  the 
squadron.  Went  in  under  flag  of  truce,  taking  demand  from  Capt. 
C.  F.  Goodrich,  of  the  Newark,  to  the  officer  commanding  the  Spanish 
forces,  for  the  surrender  of  the  city.  Took  part  in  the  bombardment 
of  the  fortifications  around  the  city.  While  going  in  under  flag  of 
truce  in  order  to  ascertain  if  enemy  wished  to  communicate,  something 
on  shore  resembling  a  white  flag  having  been  seen,  was  fired  on  when 
withiu  a  range  of  600  to  800  yards  by  the  batteries  and  by  infantry  in 
intrenchments.    Hauled  down  flag  of  truce  and  returned  enemy's  fire. 

August  13. — At  Manzanillo.  Used  as  a  dispatch  boat  by  senior 
officer,  receiving  flags  of  truce  and  going  in  with  dispatches. 
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August  14. — Left  Manzanillo  for  Gruantanamo  Bay. 

August  15. — Arrived  at  G-uantanamo  Bay.  Towed  coal  schooner 
Augustus  Palmer  alongside  the  Resolute. 

August  iff.— Coaled  ship  from  Augustus  Palmer,  then  towed  her  from 
alongside  Resolute  to  her  anchorage. 

August  17  and  iS.— Engaged  in  cleaning  ship  and  in  making  minor 
repairs. 

August  19. — Took  Lieutenant  Blow  to  Oaimanera  and  returned  with 
dispatches  for  the  commander  in  chief. 

August  20, — Started  down  the  coast  for  the  wreck  of  the  Maria 
Teresa  with  Lieutenant  Blow  on  board.  After  proceeding  12  miles  put 
about  and  returned  to  Guantanamo  Bay  on  account  of  condenser  tubes 

leaking  badly. 

##  •  *  •  #  • 

Yery  respectfully,  Victoe  Blue, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  JV".,  Gommanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

Eastern  Squadron. 


139358. 

[Keport  of  movements  of  tlie  Yankee  to  August  3],  1898.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Yankee, 
Tomplcinsville,  Staten  Island,  September  5, 1898. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  Yankee,  under  my  command,  from  the  date  when  she  was 
placed  in  commission  to  arrival  at  League  Island,  August  31. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Yanhee,  one  of  the  Morgan  Line  steamers,  was  placed  in 
commission  at  the  navy-yard,  Bew  York,  on  April  14,  1898.  1  did  not 
join  her  until  April  19,  and  at  that  time  the  alterations  deemed  neces- 
sary to  transform  her  into  a  cruiser  had  already  been  decided  upon  and 
begun. 

A  much  better  disposition  of  battery  and  of  the  magazines  could 
have  been  made,  but,  as  the  Department  was  anxious  to  secure  the 
services  of  the  ship  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible  and  the  work  had 
already  been  begun,  very  few  changes  in  the  original  plans  were  sug- 
gested by  myself.  My  recommendations  regarding  the  ship  will  be 
made  the  subject  of  a  separate  report,  thinking  that  it  may  be  of  use 
to  the  Department  in  case  it  is  decided  to  retain  these  vessels  perma- 
nently in  the  service.  "With  very  few  alterations  and  at  a  compara- 
tively small  expense  they  could,  with  their  excellent  sea  qualities,  great 
stowing  and  berthing  capacity,  and  large  steaming  radius,  be  made 
efiQcient  cruisers  in  time  of  war.  While  their  speed  is  not  very  great — 
under  favorable  circumstances  and  for  short  distances  not  exceeding 
16  knots— a  constant  speed  of  14  to  15  knots  can  be  maintained  almost 
regardless  of  weather,  and  they  can  easily  carry  coal  for  a  distance  of 
at  least  10,000  miles  at  this  speed. 

It  had  been  decided  by  the  Department  that  the  ship  should  be  offi- 
cered and  manned,  with  the  exception  of  the  commanding  officer,  the 
executive,  and  the  navigator,  by  the  Naval  Militia  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  My  views  regarding  the  service  performed  by  and  the  efficiency 
of  this  organization  have  already  been  submitted  to  the  Department; 
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and  it  will  only  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  here  that  the  crew  showed 
great  zeal  and  intelligence  in  performing  their  duties — their  short- 
comings being  almost  entirely  due  to  their  inexperience  at  sea.  With 
a  skeleton  organization  of  petty  officers,  with  a  seaman  or  two  in  each 
part  of  the  ship  taken  from  the  Navy,  the  Naval  Militia  could  be  made 
into  a  most  efficient  crew ;  but  it  is  hardly  fair  to  them  or  to  the  serv- 
ice to  throw  them  in  a  mass  aboard  of  a  ship  of  war,  with  the  expec- 
tation that  they  wiU  at  once  fall  into  the  traces  like  a  lot  of  trained 
man-of-war's  men. 

On  April  19  I  was  directed  by  the  Department  to  report  to  Com- 
modore Howell,  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Northern  Patrol  Squad- 
ron, for  duty  under  his  command,  and  on  May  6  I  received  orders  to 
proceed  with  the  Yankee  under  my  command,  when  in  aU  respects 
ready  for  sea,  to  Provincetown,  Mass.,  for  that  purpose. 

The  ship  was  not  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  crew  until  May  7,  but 
on  May  9,  although  not  in  all  respects  ready  for  sea,  still  in  a  fair  con- 
dition of  preparedness  as  regards  the  battery  and  engines,  we  left  the 
yard  and  proceeded  to  the  anchorage  off  Tompkinsville,  where  we 
remained  until  May  11,  when,  after  seeing  the  people  properly  stationed 
at  their  quarters  for  battle,  we  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  Prov- 
incetown, Mass.,  arriving  there  on  the  evening  of  May  12.  The  same 
night  we  received  orders  from  the  commander  in  chief  to  proceed  with 
the  U.  8.  S.  Columbia  to  the  viciuity  of  Block  Island,  and,  together  with 
the  latter  vessel,  to  establish  a  patrol  from  Block  Island  to  Henlopen. 
This  duty  was  performed  by  the  YanTcee  in  conjunction  with  the  Colum- 
bia for  a  portion  of  the  time,  and  over  the  whole  route  from  Block 
Island  to  Henlopen  for  the  remainder,  until  May  26,  when,  under  the 
orders  of  the  commander  in  chief,  we  proceeded  to  New  York  for  coal. 

The  orders  under  which  we  were  acting  while  on  the  patrol  duty 
required  that  we  should  report  every  day  either  at  Block  Island  or 
Henlopen.  In  order  to  accomplish  this,  a  distance  of  220  miles  had  to 
be  run  daily  and  a  boat  sent  ashore  to  communicate  with  the  telegraph 
office.  This  made  it  necessary  at  times  to  run  in  fogs  and  thick  weather 
at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  and,  as  the  ship  was  not  supposed  to  show  her 
running  lights  or  to  sound  her  whistle,  the  duty  was  attended  with  great 
responsibility,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  only  two  of  the  watch 
officers  had  had  any  experience  at  sea. 

We  arrived  in  New  York  on  May  27  and  reported  to  the  commandant 
at  the  navy-yard.  The  same  evening  orders  were  received  from  the 
Department  detaching  the  Yankee  from  duty  with  the  Patrol  Squadron 
and  directing  me  to  proceed  to  the  blockade  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and 
to  report  to  the  senior  officer  there  for  duty.  The  coaling  was  rushed 
as  rapidly  as  possible,  it  being  put  in  by  our  own  crew,  who  were  entirely 
unaccustomed  to  such  work,  but  who  turned  to  most  cheerfully,  and  on 
May  29  we  got  underway  for  Cuban  waters,  stopping  at  St.  Nicholas 
Mole  on  the  way  to  communicate  with  the  Department. 

During  the  passage  south,  exercised  at  target  practice  with  either 
the  main  or  secondary  battery  almost  daily,  and  every  opportunity 
was  taken  to  put  the  ship  in  condition  for  battle.  In  all  this  work  the 
crew  showed  great  interest,  zeal,  and  intelligence. 

On  June  3  we  arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  reported  to  Admiral 
Sampson,  the  commander  in  chief,  and  were  at  once  assigned  to  the 
eastern  end  of  the  blockading  line,  inshore,  the  U.  S.  S.  New  Orleans 
being  just  outside  of  us.  At  12.20  a.  m.  the  same  night  the  N'ew 
Orleans  made  signal  that  a  torpedo  boat  was  escaping  from  the  harbor, 
and  almost  immediately  opened  fire  with  her  secondary  battery.    At 
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the  time  the  signal  was  given,  the  YanJcee,  having  drifted  by  the  cur- 
rent a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  of  her  station,  was  already  going 
ahead  at  a  rate  of  12  or  13  knots,  with  her  helm  hard  a- port,  to  turn  into 
position  again,  so  by  chance  the  ship  was  already  under  a  high  speed 
when  the  alarm  was  given.  We  continued  to  turn  with  the  port  helm 
after  the  signal  was  given,  until,  on  approaching  close  to  the  2few 
Orleans  and  discovering  that  she  was  already  turning  across  our  bows, 
we  stopped  and  backed,  and  as  soon  as  clear  of  her  stern,  again  started 
ahead  at  full  speed  for  the  beach,  with  a  view  to  cutting  off  the  torpedo 
boat,  had  there  been  one  there,  standing  either  to  the  eastward  or  west- 
ward. A  number  of  shots  were  fired  at  a  black  object  in  the  water, 
which  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  large  mass  of  seaweed.  N^o  vessel 
was,  however,  seen ;  but  the  opportunity  was  an  excellent  one  to  demon- 
strate the  eagerness  and  the  quickness  with  which  the  crew  could  get 
to  quarters  when  the  occasion  required. 

On  the  afternoon  of  June  4  the  Yanlcee  stood  in  with  the  fleet  under 
the  batteries,  with  a  view  to  drawing  their  fire;  but  as  the  latter  failed 
to  open,  the  fleet  withdrew. 

On  the  morning  of  June  6,  the  fleet  having  formed  south  of  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor,  again  stood  in  under  the  batteries,  at  an  esti- 
mated distance  of  3,000  yards,  which  was  afterwards  decreased  to  less 
than  2,000  yards,  the  TJ.  S.  F.  8.  Ifew  York  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
line  and  the  Yankee  next  outside  of  her.  At  7.30  o'clock  the  whole 
fleet  opened  on  the  batteries,  keeping  up  the  fire  until  10  o'clock,  when 
signal  was  made  to  cease  firing,  and  the  Jlfew  York  soon  after  withdrew 
from  the  line.  Shortly  afterwards  the  eastern  battery  again  opened  on 
the  ships  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  line,  and,  when  a  number  of  shots 
had  fallen  near  the  ship,  I  gave  the  order  to  open  with  our  guns  in 
order  to  silence  the  battery,  which  was  soon  accomplished.  Shortly 
afterwards  the  N'ew  Orleans  was  directed  by  the  flagship  to  come  inside 
and  take  the  latter's  place,  which  she  did,  pouring  in  with  her  quick- 
firing  battery  a  remarkably  well-sustained  fire,  and  the  batteries  did 
not  again  open  until  we  were  withdrawing,  when  they  fired  one  or  two 
shots. 

At  midnight  on  June  6  we  started  in  the  Yankee  with  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Guantanamo,  where  we  arrived  the  following  morning,  reported 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S,  S.  Marblehead,  and  proceeded 
after  him  into  the  harbor  to  protect  the  St.  Louis,  which  vessel  was 
engaged  in  dragging  for  the  cable  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  The 
Sandoval,  a  small  gunboat,  and  the  old  fort  near  Oaimanera,  in  the 
upper  bay,  opened  on  the  Marblehead  and  Yankee  shortly  after  we  entered, 
but  the  former  was  soon  driven  into  the  upper  harbor  and  the  fire  of 
the  latter  was  easily  silenced.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  give  our  men  more  practice  with  the  guns  in  firing  at  both  the 
fort  and  the  gunboat.  The  blockhouse  on  the  hill  at  Fishermans  Point 
was  also  fired  at  and  burned  by  the  shells  from  the  battery  of  this  ship. 
At  7.45  p.  m.,  the  work  of  the  St.  Louis  being  completed,  we  withdrew 
from  the  harbor  and  rejoined  the  fleet  on  the  blockade  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th,  at  9.30,  we  were  ordered  to  chase  a  strange 
vessel  to  the  southward  and  westward,  which  proved  to  be  a  collier  and 
on  the  same  evening,  at  11  p.  m.,  we  proceeded  under  orders  to  St. 
Nicholas  Mole  with  dispatches  for  the  Department,  carrying  Oolonei 
Allen,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  with  us  to  make  arrangements  for  opening 
telegraph  communication  at  Guantanamo.  On  June  9,  having  received 
a  number  of  dispatches  for  the  Admiral,  we  rejoined  the  blockade  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  arriving  there  at  6  a.  m.  of  June  10. 
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On  June  10  we  were  directed  to  proceed  to  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica, 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  dispatches  to  the  Department,  and  also  to 
inquire  into  the  movements  of  the  Purissima  Conception,  the  vessel  that 
was  reported  to  be  in  Kingston,  Jamaica,  ready  to  run  the  blockade 
into  Cuba.  We  arrived  at  Port  Antonio  at  8.30  p.  m. ;  communicated 
at  once  with  our  consul  there,  and  also  by  telegraph  with  our  consul  at 
Kingston,  and  from  information  received  from  the  latter  concluded  to 
proceed  to  Montego  Bay,  Jamaica,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  further 
information  regarding  the  latter  vessel. 

Upon  arrival  at  Montego  Bay  I  communicated  with  the  United  States 
consular  agent  there  and  again  with  our  consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica, 
by  wire,  and,  receiving  no  definite  information  regarding  the  movements 
of  the  Purissima  Conception,  started  to  rejoin  the  fleet  off  Santiago, 
arriving  there  and  reporting  to  the  Admiral  at  7.30  a.  m.  the  following 
day,  when  I  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Oienfuegos  and  keep  a  look- 
out for  the  Purissima  Conception  or  other  vessels,  in  case  any  attempted 
to  enter  that  port,  and  I  was  directed  at  the  same  time  to  convey  orders 
to  the  U.  8.  S.  Yosemite  to  proceed  to  the  west  end  of  the  Island  of 
Jamaica  to  head  her  off  in  case  she  went  in  that  direction.  I  started 
to  the  westward  at  once  and  arrived  at  our  station  on  the  forenoon  of 
June  13. 

Shortly  after,  about  1  p.  m.  of  the  same  day,  a  steamer  was  reported 
close  under  the  batteries  near  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  standing  off 
and  on.  I  at  once  cleared  ship  for  action  and  started  for  her  at  full 
speed,  and  as  we  approached  made  her  out  to  be  a  Spanish  gunboat  of 
the  Galetia  class.  When  we  were  about  3  miles  from  the  batteries  at 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor  she  turned  toward  us,  and  we  stood  in 
toward  her  at  full  speed  until  within  2,000  yards,  we  at  that  time 
being  about  4,000  yards  from  the  batteries  and  the  gunboat  within 
easy  range,  when  we  put  our  helm  to  port,  turned  about  four  points, 
still  approaching  the  gunboat  and  the  battery  on  Light-House  Point, 
and  opened  with  our  port  forecastle  5-inch  gun.  This  brought  us  within 
1,200  to  1,500  yards  of  the  former  and  about  3,000  yards  from  the  bat- 
tery. The  wind  at  the  time  was  light  and  blowing  directly  toward  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  as  we  were  using  brown  powder  1  knew 
that  I  should  blank  my  fire  by  smoke  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  but 
the  result  proved  much  worse  than  I  had  anticipated,  for  after  the  first 
shot  by  the  forecastle  gun,  which  missed  the  stern  by  a  short  distance, 
the  guns  of  the  gun  deck  battery  were  unable  to  pick  her  up  until  she 
had  turned  and  was  well  into  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  again.  The 
fire,  however,  was  kept  up  on  her  in  the  meantime  with  the  forecastle 
gun  and  the  6-pounders  on  the  spar  deck,  whenever  the  smoke  would 
permit.  The  course  which  we  were  then  steering  brought  us  within 
easy  range  of  the  battery  on  Light-House  Point,  and  one  of  our  crew 
was  badly  wounded  about  this  time  by  the  fragments  of  a  shell  which 
burst  outside  the  ship.  As  this  course  carried  us  no  nearer  the  gun- 
boat, I  put  my  helm  to  port,  swung  around,  and  again  stood  toward  her 
and  toward  the  battery  on  the  west  shore.  After  standing  some  dis- 
tance and  again  opening  fire  on  the  gunboat  with  all  broadside  guns, 
she  withdrew  into  the  harbor,  together  with  another  gunboat,  which 
had  come  out  to  assist  her.  The  gunboats  having  withdrawn,  we 
devoted  our  attention  to  the  battery  on  the  west  side,  landing  one  shell 
directly  in  it,  and  from  an  explosion  which  occured,  when  there  was  no 
evidence  of  a  gun  having  been  fired,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  we 
blew  up  one  of  their  ready-supply  magazines. 

I  attribute  the  fact  that  the  gunboat  was  not  destroyed  almost  entirely 
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to  the  bro  wn  prism  atic  powder  that  we  were  using,  which  not  only  caused 
considerable  smoke,  but  I  think  also,  &om  trials  made  both  before  and 
afterwards,  was  not  up  to  proof,  thereby  interfering  with  accuracy. 

The  fire  from  the  batteries  and  gunboats  was  spirited,  well  sustained, 
and  fairly  well  directed,  but  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  only  the 
fragments  of  one  shell  come  aboard.  The  men  showed,  as  they  had 
on  previous  occasions  under  fire,  remarkable  coolness  and  eagerness. 
A  week  later  I  was  informed  by  some  Cuban  oflBicers  with  whom  I 
commuicated,  15  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cienfuegos,  that  the  gun- 
boat which  we  had  engaged  was  the  Oalicia,  and  that  3  men  had  been 
killed  and  7  wounded  on  board  of  her  in  the  engagement,  and  that  they 
had  been  obliged  to  beach  her  to  prevent  her  from  sinking. 

On  the  following  morning,  June  19,  while  lying  off  San  Juan  Peak, 
10  to  12  miles  to  the  southward  of  the  harbor,  a  large  vessel,  evidently 
a  ship  of  war  of  some  kind,  was  seen  standing  out  of  the  harbor.  We 
again  cleared  ship  for  action  and  stood  in  toward  her  until  we  made  her 
out  to  be  the  German  cruiser  Geier. 

We  remained  off  Cienfuegos  until  June  15,  when,  under  orders  from 
the  commander  in  chief  to  return  to  the  blockading  squadron  by  June 
16,  we  stood  to  the  westward,  arriving  off  Cape  Cruz  on  the  morning  of 
that  day.  At  7  a.  m.,  fire  being  reported  in  the  starboard  bunker,  and 
nothing  being  in  sight,  we  started  for  the  blockading  fleet  off  Santiago, 
arriving  there  about  3.30  p.  m.  and  resuming  our  station. 

On  June  17  I  was  directed  by  the  commander  in  chief  to  proceed  to 
Guantanamo,  take  in  what  coal  I  could  get  before  the  evening  of  the 
following  day,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Cienfuegos  and  establish  a  blockade 
of  that  port.  I  received  further  instructions  to  remain  off  Cienfuegos 
until  the  arrival  of  another  vessel,  or  until,  in  my  opinion,  it  became 
necessary  to  fill  up  with  coal,  when  I  was  to  proceed  to  Key  West  for 
that  purpose.  We  arrived  at  Guantanamo  at  3  p.  m.  on  June  1 7  and 
began  coaling  at  once,  and  at  6.30  p.  m.  of  June  18  started  for  Cien- 
fuegos, in  accordance  with  orders,  arriving  off  San  Juan  Point  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th. 

About  8.30  on  the  morning  of  June  20,  a  steamer  being  reported  to 
the  eastward,  I  stood  off  toward  her,  and  made  her  out  to  be  a  white 
steamer  which  answered  to  the  description  of  the  Purissima  Conception, 
lying  in  the  port  of  Oasilda.  We  stood  in  close  to  the  land  at  Mulas 
Point  and  fired  a  shot  across  her  bows  to  make  her  show  her  colors, 
when  she  showed  signs  of  getting  under  way.  Began  firing  at  her  at 
about  5,000  yards,  the  nearest  we  could  approach  to  her  owing  to  shoal 
water,  and  continued  the  firing  until  she  was  out  of  range.  A  small 
gunboat,  lying  well  up  on  the  shoals,  opened  fire  on  us,  and  also  a  hulk 
inside  Casilda  Harbor,  which  had  a  battery  mounted,  their  shots  falling 
short.  As  the  Purissima  stood  to  the  eastward  over  the  shoals  we 
attempted  to  follow  outside,  but  she  soon  turned  behind  some  small  cays 
and  was  out  of  sight.  The  shoal  water  not  permitting  us  to  follow  her 
I  again  returned  to  our  former  position  off  Casilda  Harbor  and  opened 
fire  on  the  gun  vessel  at  the  wharf  inside,  but  apparently  effecting  no 
material  damage,  as  the  range  was  too  great,  1  hauled  off  and  resumed 
our  station  off"  Cienfuegos. 

On  the  morning  of  the  following  day  I  stood  to  the  eastward  and 
looked  into  Casilda  again,  and  not  seeing  the  Purissima  there  or  in  sight 
stood  to  the  westward,  off  Cienfuegos,  about  15  or  20  miles,  in  search 
for  a  party  of  Cubans  with  whom  the  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead  had  communi- 
cated some  weeks  before.  I  found  them  at  about  1  p.  m.  and  sent  a 
boat  ashore  which  brought  off  the  governor  of  Matanzas,  who  gave  us 
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considerable  information  regarding  the  condition  of  affairs  in  the 
vicinity  of  Isle  of  Pines  and  also  informed  us  of  the  damage  inflicted 
in  our  action  off  Cienfiiegos  on  June  13. 

The  goveruor  of  Matanzas  had  come  to  the  coast  in  order  to  put  him- 
self in  communication  with  our  forces  to  ask  for  arms,  provisions,  cloth- 
ing, medicines,  etc.,  for  the  insurgents.  We,  unfortunately,  had 
nothing  to  give  him  in  the  way  of  arms,  and  but  little  in  the  way  of 
medicines;  but  I  sent  a  boat  load  of  provisions  and  a  quantity  of 
tobacco  and  such  medicines  and  bandages  as  we  could  spare.  We  then 
stood  back  to  the  eastward  for  our  station,  and  when  off  Cienfuegos 
sighted  the  U.  S.  S.  Dixie,  which  had  come  to  relieve  us  on  the  blockade. 

On  the  following  morning  I  stood  to  the  eastward  of  Gay  Blanco, 
and  sighting  a  steamer,  apparently  the  Purissima  Conception,  well  up 
inshore  on  the  reef,  sent  our  boat  to  souad  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
ing if  it  were  possible  to  find  a  channel  which  would  take  us  up  to  her. 
The  surveys  were  very  imperfect,  and  the  channel,  if  any,  admitting  of 
our  draft,  very  narrow,  and,  the  pilot  in  the  DioBie  having  previously 
declined  to  consider  taking  the  ship  into  it,  there  being  absolutely  no 
marks  to  run  by,  I  abandoned  the  project. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  being  at  that  time  short  of  coal,  I  stood  to  the 
westward  and  started  for  Key  West  with  the  intention  of  examining 
into  the  condition  of  affairs  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  on  the  way  there. 
Arrived  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June  aud 
stood  in  toward  Cape  Francis,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  we  sighted  five 
large  fishing  vessels — four  at  anchor  and  one  under  way.  A  shot  from 
the  6-ponnder  across  the  bows  of  the  latter  sent  her  back  to  the  anchor- 
age, when  two  boats,  in  charge  of  Lieut.  W.  G,  Cutler  and  Ensign 
W.  De  W.  Dimock,  who  volunteered  for  the  work,  were  sent  in  to  bring 
them  out,  which  they  did  in  good  shape,  the  ship  standing  close  in  to 
the  reef  in  the  meantime  to  protect  them  in  case  they  were  fired  upon 
from  the  shore.  They  proved  to  be  five  fishing  vessels,  all  from  Bata- 
bano  and  all  the  property  of  Spaniards.  As  it  was  impracticable  to 
send  them  to  a  prize  court  for  adjudication,  I  destroyed  them. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  a  case  of  diphtheria  being  reported  among  the 
crew,  and  being  short  of  coal,  proceeded  directly  to  Key  West,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  27th  of  June.  Arrangements  were  made  for  coaling 
at  once,  and  at  the  same  time  received  instructions  to  hold  myself  in 
readiness  to  convoy  a  number  of  army  transports  to  Santiago  de  Oaba. 
We  finished  coaling,  and  were  ready  to  sail  at  a  moment's  notice,  when, 
on  the  3d  of  July,  one  of  our  crew,  who  had  been  sent  to  the  hospital 
with  appendicitis,  having  died  of  what  was  said  to  be,  by  the  medical 
ofllcers  ashore,  yellow  fever,  we  were  directed  by  the  Navy  Department 
to  sail  at  once  for  New  York,  retaining  on  board  all  the  mails  and  stores 
which  had  already  been  taken  on  board  for  the  fleet  off  Santiago. 

We  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  5th  of  July,  and  at  once  began  to 
prepare  the  ship  for  sea,  taking  on  board  there,  and  later  at  Norfolk, 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition  for  the  Eastern  Squadron,  and  on  the 
17th  of  July  started  for  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Arrived  off  Santiago  on  the  forenoon  of  July  21,  when,  learning  that 
the  commander  in  chief  was  in  Guantanamo,  proceeded  there,  and 
reported  to  him  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Transferred  the 
extra  supply  of  ammunition  to  the  various  ships  of  the  squadron,  and 
made  such  preparations  as  were  necessary  for  joining  the  fleet,  which, 
under  the  command  of  the  commander  in  chief,  was  bound  for  the  east. 

On  the  1st  of  August,  having  still  on  board  a  large  supply  of  ammu- 
nition for  the  Massachusetts,  and  she  being  off  the  island  of  Porto  Bico, 
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started  for  Ponce,  with  a  view  to  communicating  with  her  there;  but 
when  south  of  San  Domingo  spoke  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Dixie,  from  whom  we 
learned  that  the  Massachusetts  had  already  left  Ponce  for  Guantanamo, 
and  we  then  returned  to  the  latter  harbor. 

On  the  11th  of  August  we  were  ordered  to  proceed  to  the  northward 
of  the  island  of  Cuba  to  watch  for  a  steamer  that  was  supposed  to  be 
leaving  the  vicinity  of  Havana,  carrying  with  her  treasure  and  high  ofl- 
cials.  Kemained  in  the  vicinity  of  Mariguana  and  Crooked  Island 
passages  until  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  August  14,  when  [wej  started 
for  Guantanamo.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  we  sighted  a  fleet  to 
the  eastward  of  us,  and  on  approaching  and  communicating  it  was 
found  to  be  the  commander  in  chief  with  the  battle  ships  and  armored 
cruisers  of  his  fleet  bound  for  New  York. 

We  were  informed  by  signal  that  the  blockade  was  raised  and  hostili- 
ties suspended.  We  then  proceeded  to  Guantanamo,  arriving  there  on 
the  afternoon  of  August  15,  and  reported  to  Commodore  Watson,  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  remained  there  until  August  24,  when ,  under  orders, 
we  started  for  New  York.  We  arrived  at  New  York  on  August  28  and 
remained  there  until  the  30th,  when  we  sailed  for  League  Island.  We 
arrived  at  League  Island  on  August  31,  and  on  September  2  the  naval 
militia  crew  was  discharged  from  the  ship. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the 
zeal  and  intelligence  shown  by  all  the  ofiicers  throughout  the  cruise. 
The  great  bulk  of  the  work  of  breaking  in  a  new  and  inexperienced  crew 
fell  to  the  lot  of  Lieut.  John  Hubbard,  and  the  best  evidence  of  his  suc- 
cess was  the  condition  of  the  ship  and  the  efficiency  of  the  crew  at  the 
end  of  the  cruise. 

Yery  respectfully,  W.  H.  Beownson, 

Commander,  Commanding, 

The  Seceetary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


140059. 

[Operations  of  Eagle  from  April  17, 1898,  to  close  of  hostilities.] 

C.  S.  S.  Eagle, 
Hampton  Boads,  Va.,  September  15,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  article  260,  United  States 
Navy  Eegulations,  and  of  Squadron  Circular  letter  No.  83,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  vessel 
since  date  of  commissioning,  April  2, 1898. 

The  Eagle  left  the  New  York  Navy- Yard  on  the  afternoon  of  April 
17,  1898,  and,  after  swinging  ship  for  compass  deviations,  left  Sandy 
Hook  the  following  day,  arriving  at  Key  West  April  23,  1898. 

The  Eagle  left  Key  West  the  afternoon  of  April  24,  and  that  night 
boarded  the  Norwegian  steamer  Forjsa,  and  the  British  steamer  Myrtle- 
dene,  both  of  which  were  allowed  to  proceed. 

The  Eagle  proceeded  to  off  Havana,  Cuba,  where  I  reported  to  Eear- 
Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding  United  States  naval 
forces.  North  Atlantic  Station,  on  the  forenoon  of  April  25  and  was 
immediately  assigned  to  duty  with  the  division  under  the  command  of 
Commander  B.  H.  McCalla,  U.  S.  N. 

This  division,  which  was  composed  of  three  (3)  vessels — the  Marble- 
head,  Nashville,  and  Eagle — left  off  Havana  the  same  forenoon  bound 
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to  Cienftiegos,  Cuba,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  the  Spanish  armed 
transports  Montserrat  and  Alicante. 

The  Marblehead  and  Eagle  ran  aground  on  the  Colorados  reef  on  the 
morning  of  April  26,  getting  off  without  injury  the  same  forenoon. 

A  full  report  of  this  occurrence  was  made  to  the  Admiral  by  Com- 
mander B.  H.  McCalla,  upon  a  consideration  of  which  no  farther  action 
was  taken  by  the  Department. 

The  division  arrived  off  Cienfaegos  the  morning  of  April  29,  and  that 
forenoon  the  Nashville,  with  the  two  remaining  vessels  near  by  to  render 
aid,  if  necessary,  captured  the  Spanish  steamer  Argonauta,  bound  from 
Batabano  to  Oienfuegos. 

Immediately  after  this  capture,  the  division  commander  directed  the 
Uagle  to  proceed  off  the  mouth  of  Cienfuegos  Harbor. 

A  position  was  taken  abreast  of  and  about  1,500  yards  away  from  the 
light-house  on  Colorados  Point,  and  within  a  few  minutes  the  Spanish 
torpedo  gunboat  Galicia  and  a  small  gunboat  left  the  harbor  and  steamed 
out  toward  the  Uagle,  each  one,  in  addition  to  a  second  small  gunboat 
within  the  harbor,  commencing  a  well-directed  fire,  a  number  of  their 
shots  falling  quite  close  to  the  Uagle. 

This  attack  was  immediately  answered  from  the  Uagle's  6-pounders 
at  a  range  varying  from  4,000  to  2,200  yards  and  to  such  good  effect 
that  in  about  fifteen  minutes  the  enemy  retired,  the  Oalicia  having  been 
hit  twice,  once  through  her  smoke  pipe  and  once  through  her  boiler. 

Within  a  few  minutes  one  of  the  gunboats  again  appeared  and,  with 
a  fort  on  shore,  opened  fire  on  the  Eagle,  which  was  promptly  returned, 
this  vessel  in  the  meantime  having  steamed  a  little  closer  in  toward  the 
harbor  entrance. 

The  Eagles  fire  during  this  second  attack  was  of  short  duration,  as 
the  Marblehead,  which,  upon  the  firing  of  the  first  gun,  had  started  full 
speed  to  the  Eaglets  assistance,  arrived  within  a  few  minutes  and  with 
a  well  directed  fire  from  her  splendidly  handled  battery  soon  silenced 
the  enemy's  fire  both  ashore  and  afloat. 

The  first  of  these  attacks  on  the  Eagle  brought  on  the  first  naval 
engagement  afloat  of  the  war,  during  which  a  small  converted  yacht, 
armed  with  four  6-pounders  and  two  small  Colt's  automatic  guns, 
defeated  and  put  to  flight  an  enemy's  force  consisting  of  one  torpedo 
gunboat  and  two  small  gunboats. 

The  Galicia  was  of  superior  size  to  the  Eagle  and  was  armed  with 
two  4.72-inch  breechloading  rifles,  four  6pounder  rapid  fire  guns,  one 
machine  gun,  and  two  torpedo  tubes.  Information  received  later  from 
nearby  insurgents  was  to  the  effect  that  the  injuries  inflicted  on  the 
Galicia  by  the  Eagle's  fire  were  such  as  to  require  over  five  weeks  to 
repair. 

Commander  McCalla's  division  left  Cienftiegos  the  afternoon  of  April 
29  for  Key  West,  the  Eagle  being  temporarily  detached  north  of  Cape 
San  Antonio  with  dispatches  for  the  Admiral  off  Havana.  When  near 
Havana  it  was  learned  that  the  Admiral  was  off  Key  West,  at  which 
place  the  Eagle  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  May  3,  having  boarded  the 
British  barkentine  Daisy  en  route. 

The  Eagle  left  Key  West  in  the  early  morning  of  May  5  to  join  the 
other  two  ships  of  the  division  which  had  left  for  Oienfuegos  six  hours 
previously. 

Overhauled  and  boarded  the  Norwegian  steamer  Agnes  the'  same 
night  and  joined  the  Marblehead  the  next  morning,  both  vessels  arriv- 
ing off  the  harbor  of  Oienfuegos  during  the  forenoon  of  May  7. 
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On  blockade  duty  off  Oienfuegos  until  the  night  of  May  10,  during 
that  interval  boarding  the  British  brigantine  Harry  Stewart  and  the 
British  steamer  Adula. 

During  the  night  of  May  10  the  Uagle,  by  order  of  Commander 
McGalla,  parted  from  the  division  and  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  Gulf 
of  Oazones,  at  the  entrance  to  Diego  Perez  Channel,  the  following 
morning. 

During  the  day  a  thorough  search  was  made  by  this  vessel  and  two 
pulling  boats  for  the  cable  connecting  Batabano  with  Cienfuegos  but 
without  success.  From  information  received  from  the  light-ship  keeper 
and  a  Cuban  pilot  this  cable  had  not  been  seen  for  three  years,  and  was 
probably  buried  many  feet  deep  under  the  sand  on  the  shoal.  Our 
orders  did  not  permit  of  a  further  search. 

The  same  afternoon  the  light-ship  at  the  entrance  to  Diego  Perez 
Channel  was  burned,  the  keeper,  who  stated  he  had  received  no  pay 
from  the  Spanish  authorities  for  eleven  months,  being  taken  on  board 
this  vessel.  The  Uagle  arrived  off  Piedras  Cay  that  night  and  found 
the  three  light-house  keepers  at  that  place  on  the  verge  of  starvation, 
they  having  had  no  communication  with  the  authorities  for  five  weeks 
and  having  been  without  food  for  three  days.  The  lighting  apparatus 
was  completely  destroyed  and  the  keepers  taken  on  board  the  Eagle, 
which  joined  the  division  off  Cienfuegos  the  following  morning,  and 
during  that  day,  after  supplying  them  with  food  and  clothing,  landed 
the  light-house  keepers  at  a  point  on  the  coast  where  they  were  free 
from  molestation  by  the  Spanish  forces. 

On  blockade  duty  off  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos  Harbor  until  the 
night  of  May  16. 

During  the  afternoon  of  May  15  stood  out  and  picked  up  a  small 
boat  containing  five  Cubans  who  were  bringing  a  message  from  the 
senior  Cuban  military  oflcer  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cienfuegos.  These 
Cubans,  who  had  been  forty  hours  in  an  open  boat,  were  transferred  to 
the  Marblehead. 

On  May  16,  with  four  of  the  above-mentioned  Cubans  on  board  this 
vessel,  proceeded  to  a  Cuban  camp  located  13  miles  to  the  westward  of 
Cienfuegos.  After  landing  the  four  Cubans  and  6,000  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition and  communicating  with  Colonel  Eodrequez,  the  Cuban  oflScer  in 
command,  the  Uagle  rejoined  the  division  off  Cienfuegos  and  that  night, 
in  obedience  to  orders  from  the  E"avy  Department,  the  division,  with 
the  Saturn,  Hornet,  and  Vixen  in  company,  left  for  Key  West,  arriving 
there  May  19. 

On  the  passage  to  Key  West  the  Uagle  communicated  information  to 
the  Flying  Squadron,  and  also  boarded  the  American  barkentine 
Minevah. 

The  Uagle  left  Key  West  on  May  21  in  company  with  the  Marblehead 
and  Vixen,  all  bound  to  Cienfuegos,  and  boarded  the  British  steamer 
Specialist  on  May  23. 

The  division  arrived  off  Cienfuegos  on  the  morning  of  May  24  and 
found  the  Flying  Squadron  blockading  the  entrance  to  the  port.  That 
forenoon  the  Uagle  accompanied  the  Marblehead  to  the  Cuban  camp 
west  of  Cienfuegos  previously  visited  by  this  vessel.  Arms  and  sup- 
plies were  landed  for  the  Cuban  force  and  necessary  information  ob- 
tained, after  which  Commander  McCalla  directed  the  Uagle  to  return 
to  the  Flying  Squadron  at  full  speed  and  inform  the  commodore  com- 
manding that  Cervera's  fleet  was  not  in  the  harbor  of  Cienfuegos  and 
that  certain  small  vessels  were  the  only  ones  in  that  port,  which 
information  was  delivered  without  delay. 
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That  evening  the  Flying  Squadron,  accompanied  by  the  Marblehead, 
collier  Merrimac,  Uagle,  and  Vixen,  left  the  vicinity  of  Oienfuegos,  the 
commodore  commanding  signaling  that  the  squadron's  destination  was 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

In  latitude  19°  30'  north,  longitude  76°  36'  west  the  Uagle  was  di- 
rected to  proceed  to  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica,  for  coal,  at  which  port  she 
arrived  the  following  morning. 

Port  Antonio  was  left  on  the  morning  of  May  28,  and  Key  West 
reached  on  the  morning  of  May  31.  Key  West  was  left  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  3,  the  JEagle  carrying  mail  for  the  Nashmlle,  off  Havana, 
and  dispatches  for  Commodore  Watson,  who  was  found  on  the  Mont- 
gomery, west  of  Matanzas. 

The  two  following  nights  the  lEagle  passed  on  the  blockade  off  the 
port  of  Matanzas  in  company  with  the  Amphitrite,  and  then,  after  coal- 
ing from  the  Lebanon  off  Piedras  Cay,  proceeded  to  the  San  Mcolas 
Channel  and  kept  a  position  between  Cay  Sal  Bank  and  Cruz  del  Padre 
Light-House  to  await  the  arrival  of  a  convoy. 

On  June  5  the  British  steamer  Boath  was  boarded.  ^^ 

At  9  p.  m.  of  June  7  a  bright  white  light  was  seen  bearing  WNW. 
The  Uagle  was  headed  for  it  at  full  speed,  when  it  immediately  dis- 
appeared. After  running  some  time  without  seeing  anything,  the 
chase  was  abandoned.  At  9.45  p.  m.  a  similar  light  was  seen  bearing 
N.  by  E.  ^  E.  Again  the  Uagle  started  in  chase,  and  soon  made  the 
private  night  signal,  keeping  it  up  for  not  less  than  two  minutes,  dur- 
ing which  interval  the  white  light  disappeared  and  a  vessel's  hull  could 
be  distinguished. 

No  answer  was  made  to  the  signal  from  this  vessel.  After  running 
for  five  or  ten  minutes  longer  the  Uagle  again  made  the  night  signal  tor 
not  less  than  two  minutes,  but  again  received  no  reply.  Within  a  very 
short  interval,  however,  a  white  light  appeared  from  the  chase — appar- 
ently a  truck  light — and  was  immediately  answered  by  three  white 
lights  at  about  equal  distances  astern  (to  the  westward  of  the  first),  all 
then  going  out  almost  immediately.  The  Uagle  in  the  meantime  had 
been  going  toward  the  first  light  at  full  speed,  and  four  vessels  could 
now  be  made  out,  the  first  and  third  seeming  of  large  size,  the  second 
and  fourth  quite  small. 

The  Uagle,  now  fully  expecting  to  be  attacked,  headed  for  the  third 
vessel  in  the  line,  intending  to  attempt  to  destroy  the  last  one  if  attacked 
by  all.  When  abreast  the  third  vessel  and  within  a  distance  of  a  mile, 
the  last  vessel  of  the  four  moved  up  the  line  toward  the  first  one.  The 
Uagle  then  turned  toward  the  vessels  and  ran  parallel  with  them, 
within  less  than  a  mile,  for  over  half  an  hour,  during  which  it  was 
observed  that  the  first  and  third  vessels  carried  white  stern  lights,  and 
that  all  were  going  at  a  speed  of  not  much  over  7  knots.  During  this 
interval  the  moon  rose  and  these  vessels  could  be  quite  distinctly 
seen  by  all  on  board  the  Uagle. 

The  fact  that  the  private  night  signals,  which  must  have  been  plainly 
seen,  were  not  answered  (an  omission  which  would  have  been  almost 
criminal  on  a  United  States  man-of-war),  the  white  signals,  and  the 
white  stern  lights,  all  went  to  prove  these  vessels  to  be  possible  enemies, 
in  consequence  of  which  the  Uagle  turned  to  the  westward  and  hastened 
to  Key  West  with  this  information  for  the  benefit  of  the  convoying 
fleet,  speaking  the  collier  Lebanon  en  route,  and  thus  sending  word  to 
the  blockading  vessels  off  Havana.  When  some  distance  away  from 
these  vessels  the  lookout  aloft  reported  one  of  the  small  vessels  in 
chase,  but  it  could  not  be  seen  from  deck.    Shortly  after  the  arrival  of 
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the  Uagle  at  Key  West  tlie  TJ.  S.  S.  Besolute  arrived  and  reported  hav- 
ing been  chased  by  four  vessels  a  short  time  after  the  occurrence  nar- 
rated above  and  in  the  near  vicinity. 

Arrived  at  Key  West  the  morning  of  June  8  and  left  on  the  after- 
noon of  June  10  with  dispatches  for  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Indiana.  Delivered  the  dispatches  off  Cay  Francis  on  June  11  and 
returned  to  Key  West  on  June  12, 

Left  Key  West  on  the  afternoon  of  June  14  with  a  convoying  squad- 
ron under  the  command  of  Oapt.  H.  0.  Taylor,  and  proceeded  to  the 
vicinity  of  the  Dry  Tortugas,  joining  the  army  convoy  on  the  night  of 
the  15th,  and  acting  as  one  of  the  convoying  vessels  until  arrival  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba  on  June  20,  when  theUagle  was  sent  with  dispatches 
for  Rear- Admiral  Sampson,  who  was  found  about  15  miles  to  the  west- 
ward of  Santiago. 

On  June  22  the  ^a^te  joined  the  Gloucester  at  daylight,  and  from  8 
a.  m.  to  meridian  kept  up  a  fire  on  the  fort  at  Aguadores.  During  the 
early  afternoon  a  few  shots  were  fired  at  some  Spanish  soldiers  on  the 
beach. 

During  the  night  of  the  22d  the  Hagle  was  on  guard  on  the  sea  flank 
of  the  army  off  Baiquiri. 

On  June  23  the  JEagle  carried  dispatches  to  the  admiral  off  Santiago 
and  from  him  to  the  senior  officer  present  at  Guantanamo.  As  the 
Hagle  crossed  the  bow  of  the  Marblehead  in  Guantanamo  Harbor  the 
crew  of  that  vessel  appeared  above  the  rail  and  gave  three  hearty 
cheers  for  the  Eagle,  which  were  returned  from  this  vessel  with 
warmth. 

On  the  morning  of  June  24,  by  order  of  Commander  McCalla,  the 
senior  officer  present,  the  Eagle  relieved  the  Dolphin,  taking  position 
at  the  entrance  to  the  channel  into  the  inner  harbor  to  overlook  the 
enemy's  mine  field,  support  our  boats  which  were  engaged  in  counter- 
mining, and,  by  means  of  a  search  light,  to  guard  against  surprise  from 
and  to  observe  any  movements  of  the  enemy  at  night. 

Left  Guantanamo  in  the  early  afternoon  of  June  26  and  proceeded  to 
off  Baiquiri  and  Santiago  with  dispatches  for  General  Shatter  and  Eear- 
Admiral  Sampson.  In  the  eveningcarried  dispatches  from  Rear- Admiral 
Sampson  to  General  Shafter,  the  commanding  officer  delivering  them 
in  person  to  the  latter  on  the  transport  Sigurancia  off  the  harbor  at 
Siboney. 

Returned  to  Santiago  the  next  morning  with  dispatches  for  Rear- 
Admiral  Sampson. 

The  Eagle  left  Santiago  the  afternoon  of  June  27  and  arrived  off  Oien- 
fuegos  the  following  evening,  immediately  communicating  with  Com- 
mander O.  H.  Davis,  the  senior  officer  present.  An  officer  and  two  pri- 
vates of  the  Cuban  army  were  sent  on  board  the  Eagle  with  directions 
to  land  them  the  next  morning  off  the  Rio  Hondo,  provided  certain  pre- 
arranged signals  were  exchanged  with  a  Cuban  force  on  shore. 

The  Eagle  arrived  off  the  mouth  of  the  Eio  Hondo  at  6  a.  m.  June 
29  and  made  the  prearranged  signals  until  8.40  a,  m,,  when  shots  were 
heard  from  shore  and  projectiles  seen  to  fall  in  the  water  short  of  this 
vessel.  For  several  minutes  no  enemy  could  be  seen,  although  the  shots 
were  constantly  striking  nearer  and  nearer  to  this  vessel  and  in  a  good 
line.  Finally  a  large  force  of  cavalry  was  made  out  on  a  plateau  back 
of  the  beach  and  the  Eagle  opened  a  rapid  and  well-directed  fire  upon 
them. 

The  first  shot  struck  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy  and,  according  to 
information  given  to  our  people  by  insurgents  later,  killed  ao4  wguQded 
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27  of  them.  The  enemy  mounted  in  haste  and  retreated  up  the  hillside, 
this  vessel  continuing  the  fire  on  them,  apparently  with  good  eflect,  for 
an  hour,  at  which  time  they  had  reached  the  back  of  a  ridge  over  5,000 
yards  distant. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the  Eagle  commenced  this  action  the  TanTt- 
ton,  which  was  then  passing  by  bound  south,  was  signaled  the  cause  of 
the  action  and  immediately  joined  the  Uagle  and  did  some  excellent 
firing  at  the  enemy.  Shortly  after  the  Eagle  ceased  firing  the  U.  S.  S. 
Dixie,  Commander  0.  H.  Davis,  appeared  on  the  scene.  Upon  receiv- 
ing a  verbal  report  of  the  engagement.  Commander  Davis  directed  the 
Eagle  to  proceed  to  the  Cuban  camp  of  Colonel  Eodrequez,  13  miles  west 
of  Cienfuegos,  and  land  the  Cubans  at  that  point.  Shortly  after  the 
Eagle  started  off,  in  obedience  to  this  order,  the  Dixie  opened  fire  with 
her  main  battery  guns,  apparently  at  the  same  troops  previously  engaged 
by  the  Eagle. 

After  landing  the  Cuban  officer  and  privates  at  the  camp  of  Colonel 
Rodrequez,  the  Eagle  proceeded  to  the  Isle  of  Pines,  arriving  early  the 
following  morning,  and  from  June  30  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
was  engaged  in  maintaining  an  eflective  blockade  from  the  southern 
point  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  to  Cape  Francis,  a  distance  in  a  straight  line 
of  65  nautical  miles,  coaling  ship  at  Key  West  whenever  the  necessity 
arose. 

During  this  interval  of  six  weeks  the  principal  results  of  the  Eaglets 
presence  were  as  follows : 

(1)  Nineteen  vessels  were  overhauled  and  boarded,  sixteen  of  which 
were  allowed  to  proceed  and  three  taken  possession  of  as  lawful  prizes. 

(2)  At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  July  3,  while  near  Pepe  Head, 
smoke  was  sighted  to  the  southward.  The  Eagle  chased  and  got  within 
about  5  miles  of  a  four-masted  steamer,  which  answered  to  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  Alfonso  XII.  As  soon  as  the  Eagle  was  made  out  the 
steamer  ran  away.  Por  nearly  an  hour  the  Eagle  gained  slightly,  after 
which  the  steamer  gradually  drew  ahead.  The  chase  was  kept  up  for 
a  distance  of  59  nautical  miles  in  the  direction  of  Cape  San  Antonio, 
when  the  Alfonso  XII  was  lost  sight  of.  This  vessel  was  run  ashore  by 
the  U.  S.  S,  HawTc,  off  Mariel,  within  forty-eight  hours  later. 

(3)  During  the  morning  of  July  5  a  schooner  was  sighted  off  the 
southern  end  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  and  chased  close  inshore,  where  she 
was  deserted  by  her  crew.  When  boarded  she  proved  to  be  the  Span- 
ish schooner  Qallito  and  was  seized  as  a  prize.  The  boarding  party 
was  fired  on  from  shore,  but  the  attacking  party  was  quickly  dispersed 
by  a  few  well-aimed  shots  from  the  Eagle's  6-pounders. 

(4)  Shortly  before  noon  on  July  12  a  large  steamer  was  sighted  off 
Cape  Francis  in  the  act  of  chasing  three  prizes  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Dixie — 
the  British  schooner  Three  Bells  and  two  sloops.  The  Eagle  started 
full  speed  in  chase,  it  being  supposed  that  the  enemy's  vessel  was  the 
Spanish  armed  steamer  Montevideo,  for  which  the  Eagle  was  then  on 
the  lookout,  in  accordance  with  information  contained  in  a  telegram 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  l!favy  to  the  commandant  of  the  naval  base 
at  Key  West.  As  soon  as  the  Eagle  appeared  in  sight  this  steamer 
gave  up  the  chase  of  the  Dixies  prizes  and  ran  for  the  northwestern 
part  of  the  bight  between  the  Isle  of  Pines  and  Cape  Francis,  the 
Eagle  chasing  and  heading  to  cut  her  off.  In  about  an  hour's  time  the 
steamer  ran  aground  on  a  shoal  off  Piedras  Point.  From  reliable  infor- 
mation received  a  few  weeks  later  it  was  learned  that  she  was  bound  to 
Caloma  and  was  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  a  good  channel  when 
she  struck. 
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A  small  white  side-wheel  steamer,  which  had  been  lying  close  inshore, 
ran  out  to  and  alongside  the  grounded  steamer  at  once,  but  left  in  lesa 
than  half  an  hour,  when  the  Eagle,  which  had  run  into  very  shoal  water, 
over  an  uneven  bottom,  dropped  anchor  and  opened  fire  on  the  steamer 
at  a  distance  of  about  2,000  yards.  According  to  Hydrographic  Oflace 
chart,  1^0.  947,  the  Eagle  should  then  have  been  hard  and  fast  aground, 
the  hydrography  in  this  locality  on  that  chart  being  entirely  inaccurate. 
Just  before  opening  flre,  the  river  steamer  left  and  steamed  about  to 
the  northward,  and  as  soon  as  flre  was  opened  started  for  the  channel 
inside  the  San  Felipe  Cays,  followed  by  an  occasional  shot  from  this 
vessel. 

It  was  observed  that  two  large  guns  were  mounted  forward  on  the 
steamer,  and  as  our  fire  was  not  answered  from  these,  a  volunteer 
armed  boat's  crew,  with  the  executive  ofQcer  in  charge,  was  sent  ahead 
to  board  the  steamer,  if  it  was  found  safe  to  do  so,  and  to  take  possession 
of  her  as  a  prize.  At  the  same  time  the  anchor  was  lifted,  and  th^Si  Eagle 
felt  her  way  slowly  in  toward  the  steamer  with  a  boat  ahead  to  sound  out 
a  channel. 

When  within  600  yards  of  the  steamer  the  armed  boat's  crew  was 
seen  to  board  without  opposition.  Th  e  Eagles  anchor  was  then  dropped 
and  a  second  crew  sent  to  aid  the  first. 

It  was  then  discovered  that  the  vessel  was  the  Spanish  armed  steamer 
Santo  Domingo,  with  two  4,72-inch  breech-loading  Hontoria  rifles,  pro- 
tected by  shields,  mounted  forward,  and  that  she  was  simply  packed 
with  live  stock,  provisions,  clothing,  and  other  supplies,  and  that  she 
had  two  12inch  breech-loading  rifles  secured  in  her  hold. 

All  fires  in  her  furnaces  were  going  full  blast,  with  steam  blowing  off 
at  170  pounds,  and  no  water  showing  in  her  gauges.  Fires  were  imme- 
diately hauled  by  the  prize  crew.  Lunch  had  been  served  and  only 
half  eaten  when  the  officers,  crew,  and  the  66  male  passengers  deserted 
her  and  left  in  the  river  steamer  above  referred  to.  They  fled  in  such 
haste  that  few  private  effects  were  taken  and  none  of  the  cargo  was 
disturbed.  Her  4,72-inch  guns  were  loaded  and  ready  for  firing,  and 
her  magazine  was  open.  Had  these  guns  been  used  she  could  have 
given  the  Eagle  a  very  warm  reception. 

The  flre  from  the  Eagles  6-pounders  was  very  destructive,  many 
shells  striking  and  exploding  above  and  below  the  water  line  and  doing 
great  damage. 

An  inventory  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  estimated  her  value  at  nearly 
$900,000, 

Every  effort  was  made  to  get  the  4,72-inch  guns,  but  after  several 
hours'  work  it  was  found  impossible  to  move  them.  Their  breech  blocks 
were  removed  and  the  guns  rendered  unserviceable. 

As  it  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  vessel  off;  as  there  was  a  dis- 
tinct possibility  of  an  attempt  at  recapture  (the  smoke  from  each  of 
three  vessels  being  visible  in  the  direction  of  Batabano) ;  as  there  were 
no  other  United  States  vessels  within  a  distance  of  200  miles  to  help 
get  the  vessel  off;  as  several  Spanish  gunboats  were  known  to  be  in 
the  vicinity,  and  garrisions  of  Spanish  soldiers  at  the  various  towns 
along  this  coast,  and  as  it  was  not  certain  that  the  Eagle  could  be 
safely  maneuvered  at  night  in  the  neighboring  waters,  it  was  decided 
to  burn  the  prize.  She  was  set  on  flre  at  sundown  and  completely 
destroyed.  From  reliable  information  received  later  it  was  learned 
that  a  small  Spanish  gunboat  was  a  witness  to  the  destruction  of  the 
Santo  Domingo  from  a  nearby  cove.  A  visit  to  this  vessel  several  days 
later  showed  that  the  12-inch  guns  could  be  saved  with  proper  wreck- 
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iag  appliances,  and  that  the  4.72-inch  guns  could  be  sayed  and  made 
of  use  to  the  service. 

(5)  The  U.  S.  S.  Nashville  arrived  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  on  July  14  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  whether  a  sub-base  could  be  established  in 
Siguanea  Bay  or  not.  On  the  16th  the  Eagle  ran  into  Siguanea  Bay 
on  a  line  previously  sounded  out  by  the  Nashville's  steam  launch,  and 
found  a  least  depth  of  16  feet  of  water.  On  the  17th  the  Nashville  left 
for  Key  West. 

(6)  During  the  forenoon  of  July  24  the  JEagle  chased  and  captured 
the  Spanish  schooner  Dolores,  laden  with  grain  principally,  and  sent 
her  into  Key  West  for  adjudication. 

(7)  On  July  26  communication  was  opened  with  an  insurgent  camp 
on  Mangle  Point,  which  was  under  the  command  of  a  Cuban  lieutenant. 
Much  valuable  information  was  obtained,  and  it  was  learned  that, 
excepting  the  Alfonso  XII  and  the  Santo  Domingo,  no  vessel  had 
attempted  to  run  the  blockade  since  the  Eagle  had  first  appeared  in 
these  waters.  Arrangements  were  made  for  a  pilot  and  for  fiiture 
means  of  communication. 

The  U.  S.  S.  Bancroft  arrived  on  the  Isle  of  Pines  blockade  on  July 
28,  followed  by  the  U.  S.  S.  Maple  the  day  after. 

For  four  weeks  prior  to  the  arrival  of  the  Bancroft  the  Eagle  had 
blockaded  this  entire  section  of  the  coast  so  effectively  that,  according 
to  information  received  from  insurgents  and  other  people  on  shore,  no 
vessel  had  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  two  of  the  enemy's  gunboats  were  in  hiding  places  in  the 
vicinity  all  the  time. 

From  this  time  until  the  night  of  August  13,  when  the  news  of  the 
signing  of  the  protocol  was  received  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Helena,  the  Eagle 
was  the  junior  vessel  on  this  station,  and  was  employed  on  blockading 
duty  in  and  between  Cortes  and  Siguanea  bays. 

When  the  news  of  the  signing  of  the  protocol  was  received,  the  Eagle 
was  on  her  way  from  Siguanea  Bay  to  Cortes  Bay  to  inform  the  senior 
officer  present  that,  from  information  sought  for  and  obtained  while  in 
Siguanea  Bay,  the  immediate  capture  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  without  loss 
of  life  was  assured. 

August  16  the  blockading  vessels  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  received  orders 
to  leave. 

The  Eagle  reached  Key  West  on  August  18,  and,  leaving  there  the 
same  night,  arrived  off  Hampton  Eoads  three  days  later. 

During  the  four  months  and  five  days  since  leaving  the  New  York 
Navy- Yard,  the  Eagle  had  covered  a  distance  of  13,605  miles. 

During  this  interval  the  health  of  the  ship's  company  was  excellent, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  men  did  not  have  their  hammocks  at 
sea,  but  always  slept  under  cover  on  deck  near  their  guns. 

The  earnest  zeal,  energy,  cheerfulness,  and  constant  readiness  of 
officers  and  men  could  not  have  been  excelled. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOTTTHEELAND, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seoebtaet  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 

132674. 


OPERATIONS  m  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

(4)  THE  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  THE  SPANISH  FORCE  UNDER  REAE- 
ADMIEAL  PASCUAL  CEEVERA,  INCLUDING  THE  BOMBARDMENT 
OF  SAN  JUAN,  PORTO  RICO. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

THE  CAMPAIGN  AGAINST  THE  SPANISH  FOEOBS  UNDER  EEAE-ADMIRAL 
PASOUAL  OEEVBEA,  INCLUDING  THE  BOMBAEDMENT  OF  SAN  JUAN, 
POSTO  EIOO. 

Washington,  April  13, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

It  is  stated  on  the  truth  of  Herald  the  Almirante,  Oquendo,  and  Viz- 
caya  have  left  San  Juan.    No  confirmation  of  report. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  20, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla.  : 

The  Oquendo  and  Vizeaya  arrived  yesterday  at  the  Cape  de  "Verde 
Islands. 

Long. 


Washington,  April  21, 1898. 
Sampson, Zej;  West, Fla.: 

The  Spanish  fleet  has  left  Cape  de  Verde.    Destination  unknown. 

Ceowninshibld. 


Kew  Tobk,  April  28, 1898. 
Sboebtaby  op  the  Natt,  Washington: 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  Gape  de  Verde,  through  my 
London  agent,  that  Spanish  flotilla  is  stUl  coaling.  WUl  stay  at  Cape 
de  Yerde  until  this  afternoon. 


New  Yoek,  April  28, 1898. 
Seoebtaet  op  NavT,  Washington,  D.  0.  ; 

Cape  de  Yerde  advises  by  telegraph  that  it  is  probable  part  of 
Spanish  flotUla  leaves  to-night. 


Washington,  April  29, 1898. 
Seoebtaet  op  the  Natst,  Washington: 

Two  cruisers,  three  destroyers,  sailed  7  o'clock  this  morning  Irom 
Cape  Yerda    Destination  unknown. 
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New  Toek,  April  3.%  1898. 
Sboretaet  of  the  Kayy,  Washington: 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  Cape  Verde,  through  London,  four 
cruisers,  three  destroyers,  have  gone  west. 


New  Toek,  April  29, 1898. 
Seoebtary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  London  that  three  torpedo  boats, 
transport,  collier,  have  gone  north. 


New  Toek,  April  29, 1898. 
Hon.  John  D.  Lono, 

Navy  Department,  Washington : 
Have  just  received  telegram  from  Cape  Verde  through  London  agent 
three  torpedo  boats,  transport,  collier,  returned  to  Cape  Verde  on 
account  of  one  torpedo-boat  plate  damaged.    Expected  to  leave  shortly. 


Washington,  April  29, 1898. 
Sir  :  Sealed  orders  have  been  sent  the  St.  Louis  by  messenger  that 
brings  this. 
It  is  very  important  that  both  ships  should  get  off  immediately. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Oapt.  Charles  S.  Cotton,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer  Present,  U.  8.  S.  Harvard,  Off  TompMnsville,  N'.  Y. 


WASHINGTON,  April  29,  1898. 
Sir  :  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  sealed  orders,  which  you  will 
not  open  until  you  are  at  sea  and  clear  of  the  land. 

Tou  will  proceed  to  sea  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  commu- 
nication, and  will  carry  out  the  orders  contained  in  the  sealed  package. 
Sealed  orders  of  a  similar  nature  have  been  sent  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  8.  St.  Louis. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Oapt.  0.  S.  OoTTON,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding  U,  8.  S.  Harvard. 


Washington,  April  29, 1898. 
Sir  :  The  Department  intends  to  employ  you  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Spanish  fleet,  which  was  lately  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands, 
intends  moving  upon  the  West  Indies,  and  if  so,  to  what  locality. 
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For  this  purpose  you  will  proceed,  witli  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Harvard  under 
your  command,  immediately  to  the  eastward  of  the  Windward  Islands 
and  cruise  on  a  line  extending  between  latitude  15°  38' north,  longitude 
69°  40'  west,  and  latitude  14°  25'  north,  and  longitude  59°  30'  west. 

If  you  get  no  positive  information  by  noon  of  May  10,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  touch  at  the  chief  ports  of  the  island  of  Martinique,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  information  concerning  the  Spanish  fleet  in  case 
it  should  have  passed  you  without  your  knowledge,  and  if  you  obtain 
what  you  consider  to  be  reliable  information  as  to  its  presence  in  the 
West  Indies,  you  may,  if  advisable,  proceed  to  that  vicinity  to  get  con- 
firmatory evidence,  being  carefal,  however,  not  to  thus  sacrifice  time 
that  might  be  better  employed  in  giving  notice  to  the  commander  in 
chief  in  Cuban  waters  and  to  the  Department,  as  mentioned  in  para- 
graph 4. 

If  you  should  find  the  Spanish  fleet  is  approaching,  or  has  entered 
the  West  Indies,  you  will  telegraph  the  Department  and  also  the 
commanding  officer  at  Key  West  for  transmission  to  the  comman- 
der in  chief  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  or  wherever  he  may  be  at  that 
time.  Tou  will  then  proceed,  with  your  ship,  either  to  observe  and 
keep  touch  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  or  to  personally  inform  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  either  off  Havana  or  wherever  he  may  be  at  the  time. 

The  Department  relies  upon  your  discretion  as  to  whether  it  would 
be  best  to  observe  the  Spanish  fleet,  or  to  proceed  to  personally  inform 
the  commander  in  chief  that  it  has  entered  the  West  Indies. 

If  the  Spanish  fleet  enters  the  West  Indies,  and  you  have  informed 
the  commander  in  chief  on  the  station,  you  will,  if  he  so  requires,  pro- 
ceed to  act  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  in  further  observing  or 
getting  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  said  fleet.  If  he  does  not 
require  such  service,  you  will  proceed  to  a  port  where  there  is  tele- 
graphic communication,  inform  the  Department,  and  wait  twenty-four 
hours,  after  which,  if  you  get  no  instructions,  proceed  to  Hampton 
Eoads,  Ya. 

In  case  you  should  get  no  reliable  intelligence  of  the  Spanish  fleet 
being  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  or  if  you  obtain  reliable  intelligence 
of  its  movements  or  destination  elsewhere,  you  will  so  telegraph  the 
Department  and  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  station,  after  which 
you  will  wait  at  the  same  place  twenty-four  hours  for  orders  from  the 
Department,  and  if  not  received,  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads,  Va. 

For  your  information  there  is  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  orders  sent  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  8t,  Louis,  who  is  directed  to 
cruise  on  a  line  in  extension  of  the  one  assigned  to  you.  One  of  the 
American  liners  has  been  detailed  to  cruise  around  the  island  of  Porto 
Eico. 

A  copy  of  your  orders  has  been  sent  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Station. 

In  case  of  capture,  you  will,  without  fail,  destroy  or  sink  these 
instructions,  as  well  as  any  publications  of  a  confidential  nature. 

It  is  very  important  that  you  should,  if  possible,  make  336  miles  per 
day  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  your  cruising  ground. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Capt.  0.  S.  OoxTON,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  8.  8,  Harvard. 

NOTB. — Report  of  Harvard  on  page  407. 
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Washington,  April  S9, 1898, 
SiE :  Inclosed  herewith  you  will  find  sealed  orders,  which  you  will 
not  open  until  you  are  at  sea  and  clear  of  the  land. 

Tou  will  proceed  to  sea  immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  this  commu- 
nication, and  will  carry  out  the  orders  contained  in  the  sealed  package. 
Sealed  orders  of  a  similar  nature  have  been  sent  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  U.  S.  8.  Harvard. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Oapt.  0.  F.  Goodrich,  U.  8.  E., 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  8t.  Louis. 


Washington,  April  29, 1898. 

SiE :  The  Department  intends  to  employ  you  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Spanish  fleet,  which  was  lately  at  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands, 
intends  moving  upon  the  West  Indies,  and  if  so,  to  what  locality. 

For  this  purpose  you  will  proceed  with  the  U.  S.  8.  St.  Louis,  under 
your  command,  immediately  to  the  eastward  of  the  Windward  Islands, 
and  cruise  on  a  line  extending  between  latitude  16°  55'  N.,  longitude 
59°  50'  W.,  and  latitude  15°  38'  N.,  longitude  59°  40'  W. 

If  you  get  no  positive  information  by  noon  of  May  10,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  touch  at  the  chief  ports  of  the  island  of  Guadeloupe  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaiiiing  information  concerning  the  Spanish  fleet,  in  case 
it  should  have  passed  you  without  your  knowledge,  and  if  you  obtain 
what  you  consider  to  be  reliable  information  as  to  its  presence  in  the 
West  Indies,  you  may,  if  advisable,  proceed  to  that  vicinity  to  get  con- 
firmatory evidence,  being  careful,  however,  not  to  thus  sacrifice  time 
that  might  be  better  employed  in  giving  notice  to  the  commander  in 
chief  in  Cuban  waters  and  to  the  Department,  as  mentioned  in  para- 
graph 4. 

If  you  should  find  the  Spanish  fleet  is  approaching,  or  has  entered 
the  West  Indies,  you  will  telegraph  the  Department,  and  also  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Key  West  for  transmission  to  the  commander  in 
chief  on  the  coast  of  Cuba,  or  wherever  he  may  be  at  that  time.  Tou 
will  then  proceed  with  your  ship  either  to  observe  and  keep  touch  with 
the  Spanish  fleet,  or  to  iiersonally  inform  the  commander  in  chief,  either 
off  Havana  or  wherever  he  may  be  at  the  time. 

The  Department  relies  upon  your  discretion  as  to  whether  itwould 
be  beat  to  observe  the  Spanish  fleet  or  to  proceed  to  personally  inform 
the  commander  in  chief  that  it  has  entered  the  West  Indies. 

If  the  Spanish  fleet  enters  the  West  Indies,  and  you  have  informed 
the  commander  in  chief  on  the  station,  you  will,  if  he  so  requires,  pro- 
ceed to  act  in  accordance  with  his  instructions  in  farther  observing  or 
getting  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  said  fleet.  If  he  does  not 
require  such  service  you  will  proceed  to  a  port  where  there  is  tele- 
graphic communication,  inform  the  Department,  and  wait  twenty-four 
hours,  after  which,  if  you  get  no  instructions,  proceed  to  Hampton 
Roads,  Virginia. 

In  case  you  should  get  no  reliable  intelligence  of  the  Spanish  fleet 
being  bound  to  the  West  Indies,  or  if  you  obtain  reliable  intelligence 
of  its  movements  or  destination  elsewhere,  you  wUl  so  telegraph  the 
Department  and  the  commander  in  chief  on  the  station,  after  which 
you  will  wait  at  the  same  place  twenty-four  hours  for  orders  from  the 
Department,  and  if  not  received  proceed  to  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia. 
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For  your  information  there  is  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  orders  sent  to 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Harvard,  who  is  directed  to 
cruise  on  a  line  in  extension  of  the  one  assigned  to  you.  One  of  the 
American  liners  has  been  detailed  to  cruise  around  the  island  of  Porto 
Bico. 

A  copy  of  your  orders  has  been  sent  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  Korth  Atlantic  Station. 

In  case  of  capture  you  will,  without  fail,  destroy  or  sink  these  instruc- 
tions, as  well  as  any  publications  of  a  confidential  nature. 

It  is  very  important  that  you  should,  if  possible,  make  336  miles  per 
day  on  the  passage  from  New  York  to  your  cruising  ground. 
Very  respectfoEy, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Capt.  O.  F.  Goodrich,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  TJ.  8.  8.  St.  Louis. 


St.  Geoegb,  Staten  Island, 

JVew  York,  April  29, 1898. 
Navigation, 

Navy  Bepartment,  Washington: 
Understand  orders.  Cotton, 

GOODBIOH. 


Washington,  April  29, 1898. 

SlE:  Tou  are  informed  that  we  have  telegrams  from  St.  Vincent, 
Cape  Verde  Islands,  stating  in  effect  that  the  armored  cruisers  Infanta 
Maria  Teresa,  Cristobal  Colon,  Oquendo,  and  Vizcaya,  also  the  three 
torpedo-boat  destroyers  Pluton,  Terror,  and  Furor,  sailed,  it  is  claimed, 
for  Cuba  this  morning;  that  at  the  same  time  the  transports  Ciudad  de 
Cadiz  and  San  Francisco  and  the  three  torpedo  boats  Bayo,  Ariete,  and 
Azor  left  for  the  Canary  Islands.  The  transports  and  torpedo  boats 
returned  shortly  after  leaving  port,  owing  to  a  slight  collision  between 
the  Ariete  and  Eayo  at  sea. 

There  are  also  reports  that  the  Pelayo  is  in  Cadiz,  but  this  has  not 
been  confirmed  by  reliable  telegrams,  though  it  is  thought  to  be  true. 
The  Department  does  not  find  any  reliable  information  of  her  having 
left  Spain  for  the  Atlantic. 

In  order  to  obtain  information  regarding  the  Spanish  fleet  above 
mentioned,  in  case  it  should  go  to  the  West  Indies,  the  Department  has 
sent  out  two  of  the  American  liners,  the  St.  Louis  and  the  Harvard, 
to  cruise  to  the  eastward  of  Guadeloupe  and  Martinique.  A  copy  of 
the  orders  to  these  vessels  is  appended. 

It  is  also  in  contemplation  to  send  a  third  liner  to  cruise  around  the 
island  of  Porto  Eico  for  the  same  object;  all  three  vessels  to  telegraph 
to  the  Department  and  yourself  as  soon  as  they  obtain  reliable  infor- 
mation. 

Though  thiB  Spanish  squadron  is  reported  in  the  telegrams  above 
mentioned  as  being  bound  for  Cuba,  it  seems  very  doubtful  whether  it 
would  proceed  immediately  to  your  neighorhood,  but  it  might,  possibly, 
go  into  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  or  to  some  other  port  of  that  island,  or 
to  the  eastern  part  of  Cuba.  It  is  presumed  that  if  they  do  take  refuge 
in  a  port  as  above  mentioned,  that  movement  would  be  favorable  to 
your  operations  against  them. 
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It  has  been  frequently  suggested  that  this  Spanish  squadron,  or  part 
of  it,  might  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Cape  St.^Eoque  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intercepting  the  Oregon  and  Marietta,  now  known  to  be  on  their 
way  to  reenforce  you,  and  which  are  expected  to  arrive  about  the  end 
of  this  month. 

Of  course  the  Department  need  not  remind  you  of  the  importance 
of  confining  the  enemy  in  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  in  case  they  go  in  there 
for  coal  or  other  supplies.  It  was  a  matter  of  common  rumor  some 
time  ago  that  the  Spanish  authorities  were  preparing  an  old  hulk  or 
hulks,  loaded  with  stone,  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing  the  entrance 
to  the  harbor.    Whether  they  have  been  placed  is  not  positively  known. 

It  has,  of  course,  been  suspected  that  the  destination  of  the  four 
Spanish  armored  cruisers  and  torpedo  destroyers  might  be  on  the 
Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States,  probably  to  the  northward,  for 
the  purpose  of  inflicting  wbat  injury  they  could  upon  our  coastwise 
cities  and  towns,  and  capturing  such  of  our  merchant  ships  and  smaller 
men-of-war  as  they  might  fall  in  with.  If  this  prove  to  be  the  case, 
it  may  be  considered  necessary  to  detach  one  of  the  battle  ships  of  the 
squadron  operating  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  to  proceed  to  the  northward 
and  reenforce  the  Flying  Squadron  and  such  other  vessels  as  we  might 
have  in  that  region.  Therefore,  in  reflecting  upon  the  situation,  you 
must  be  prepared  to  entertain  the  possibility  of  such  detachment.  It 
would  seem  that  after  such  a  detachment  had  been  made,  the  squadron 
on  the  coast  of  Cuba  would  be  still  strong  enough  to  meet  any  other 
Spanish  ships  that  might  appear,  or  to  meet  the  four  armored  cruisers 
and  the  destroyers  above  mentioned,  in  case  they  should  leave  the 
northern  coast  and  suddenly  appear  upon  the  Cuban  coast;  but  if 
the  four  Spanish  armored  cruisers,  after  feinting  upon  the  northern 
coast,  proceed  to  the  West  Indies  for  the  purpose  of  there  joining  the 
Pelayo,  Alfonso  XIII,  and  Carlos  V,  it  would  be  supposed  that  our 
northern  squadron  would  follow  them  and  reenforce  you  in  operating 
against  them. 

Of  course  the  above  is  mostly  speculation,  and  is  given  to  you  for 
what  it  may  be  worth;  the  matter  of  the  combinations  of  the  Spanish 
ships  being  doubtless  one  that  you  have  reflected  upon  very  much. 
Yery  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U,  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


New  Toek,  April  30, 1898. 
Sboebtaey  of  the  Navy,  WasMngton: 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  London  agent  that  war  vessel  is 
proceeding  to  Las  Palmas,  Foregoing  received  from  Cape  de  Verde. 
Have  telegraphed  for  information  whether  whole  or  part. 


New  Yoke,  April  30, 1898. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long,  WasMngton,  B.  C.  : 

Have  just  received  telegram  from  Cape  Verde,  through  London  agent, 
that  steamer  Avery  Hill,  on  arrival  Cape  Verde,  reports  Spanish  flotilla 
continuing  west  full  speed. 
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Washington,  April  30, 1898. 
Sampson,  5:63/  West,Fla.: 

The  Spanish  battle  ships  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  Cristobal  Colon, 
Oquendo,  and  Vizcaya,  and  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers  Pluton,  Terror, 
Furor  left  yesterday,  it  is  believed  for  Cuba ;  transports  Cidade,  Cadiz, 
torpedo  boats  Rayo,  Ariete,  Azor,  and  the  San  Francisco  for  the  Cana- 
ries.   You  are  authorized  to  cut  cables  south  coast  of  Cuba. 

Long.  ' 


Kavy  Depaetment,  Washington,  May  2, 1898. 
SiE :  There  is  transmitted  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
an  order  issued  by  the  Department  on  the  1st  instant  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  XJ.  S.  S.  Yale. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders  the  Yale  will  sail  from  New  York  this 
afternoon. 

You  will  consider  this  communication  as  of  the  most  confidential 
character. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  S.  Ceowninshiblb, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
CoaiMANDER  IN  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  2, 1898. 
Sir  :  There  is  transmitted  herewith,  for  your  information,  a  copy  of 
an  order  issued  by  the  Department  on  the  1st  instant  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  Yale. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders  the  Yale  will  sail  from  New  York  this 
afternoon. 

You  will  consider  this  communication  of  the  most    confidential 
character. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  S.  Crowninshield, 

Chief  of  Bureau. 
Commander  in  Chief  Plying  Squadron, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va. 


Navy  Department,  Washington,  May  1, 1898. 

Sir:  The  Department  intends  to  employ  yon  to  ascertain  whether 
the  Spanish  fleet  which  sailed  from  the  Cape  de  Verde  Islands  on  the 
morning  of  April  29  intends  moving  upon  the  West  Indies,  and,  if  so, 
to  what  locality. 

For  this  purpose  you  will  proceed,  with  the  U.  S.  S.  Yale,  to  the 
Island  of  Porto  Eico,  and  will  cruise  around  that  island,  at  a  suitable 
distance  from  shore,  until  the  evening  of  May  13.  If  you  think  pru- 
dent, you  will  approach  and  observe  the  harbor  of  St.  Johns,  and  also 
other  harbors,  sufficiently  to  ascertain  whether  the  said  Spanish  fleet  or 
any  considerable  body  of  their  men-of-war  are  assembled  in  said  ports. 

If  you  get  no  positive  information  by  evening  of  May  13,  you  will 
proceed  to  St.  Thomas,  or  to  any  other  island  where  you  think  it  proba- 
ble that  you  might  obtain  information  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  in  case  it 
should  have  passed  you  without  your  kiiowledge.    Whatever  conclu- 
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sion  yon  may  arrive  at  regarding  its  whereabouts  and  movements,  you 
will  telegraph  it  to  the  Department. 

If  yon  find  the  Spanish  fleet  is  approaching,  or  that  it  runs  into  any 
harbor  of  Porto  Eico,  you  will,  if  judicious,  telegraph  the  Department, 
and  also  to  Key  West,  and  you  will  then  proceed,  with  your  ship,  and 
personally  inform  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  Iforth  Atlantic  Squad- 
ron of  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  force. 

The  Department  relies  upon  your  discretion  as  to  whether  it  would 
be  best  first  to  telegraph  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  Department 
or  to  proceed  at  once  to  inform  the  commander  in  chief  that  the  fleet 
has  entered  the  West  Indies,  bearing  in  mind  that  it  is  very  desirable 
to  telegraph  first  if  possible. 

If  you  do  not  sight  the  Spanish  fleet,  or  hear  of  its  going  to  the  West 
Indies,  or  should  you  obtain  reliable  information  as  to  its  movements  or 
destination  elsewhere,  you  will  inform  the  Department  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief  by  telegraph,  after  which  you  will  wait  at  the  same 
place  twenty-four  hours  for  orders  from  the  Department,  and  if  none 
are  received  you  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

If  the  Spanish  fleet  enters  the  West  Indies,  and  you  have  so  informed 
the  commander  in  chief  on  the  station,  you  will,  if  he  so  requires,  pro- 
ceed to  act  in  accordance  with  his  instructions,  in  further  observing  or 
getting  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  said  fleet.  If  he  does  not 
require  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to  a  port  where  there  is  tele- 
graphic communication  and  inform  the  Department  that  you  are  there 
awaiting  orders.  Remain  there  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  none  are 
received  you  will  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

There  are  a  couple  of  "lookout  ships"  cruising  between  latitude  14 
and  17,  on  a  line  about  100  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Martinique  and 
Guadeloupe.    These  ships  are  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  and  Harvard. 

A  copy  of  your  orders  has  been  sent  to  the  commander  in  chief  of 
the  North  Atlantic  Station. 

In  case  of  capture  you  will,  without  fail,  destroy  or  sink  these 
instructions,  as  well  as  any  publications  of  a  confidential  nature. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

Commanding  Opfioee,  U.  S.  S.  Yale. 


Washington,  May  3, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

No  large  army  movement  can  take  place  for  a  fortnight,  and  no  small 
one  will  until  after  we  know  the  whereabouts  of  the  four  Spanish 
armored  cruisers  and  destroyers.  If  their  objective  is  Porto  Eico 
they  should  arrive  about  May  8,  and  immediate  action  against  them 
and  San  Juan  is  then  authorized.  In  such  case  the  Flying  Squadron 
would  reenforce  you. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  5, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  United  States  consul), 

Oajpe  Haitien,  Haiti: 
Do  not  risk  so  crippling  your  vessels  against  fortifications  as  to  pre- 
vent from  soon  afterward  successfully  fighting  the  Spanish  fleet  com- 
posed of  Pelayo,  Carlos  V,  Vizcaya,  Oquendo,  Colon,  Teresa,  and  four 
torpedo  boat  destroyers  if  they  should  appear  on  this  side. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  5, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  United  States  consul), 

Gape  Haitien,  Haiti: 
The  Internatioual  Navigation  Steamship  Company's  Hteamers  New 
Torh  and  St.  Louis  keep  a  lookout  for  the  Spanish  fleet  about  80  nau- 
tical miles  to  the  east  of  Martinique  and  Guadeloupe.  Paris  cruising 
around  Porto  Rico  for  that  purpose.  They  will  inform  you  if  they  get 
any  reliable  information. 

Long. 


Cape  Haitien,  May  8, 1898. 
Sbcketabt  op  the  TSatt,  Washington,  B.  C: 

Have  received  no  information  of  the  Spanish  armored  vessels.  I 
request  upon  arrival  of  the  three  American  Line  steamers  to  be  ordered 
to  report  by  telegraph  or  otherwise  at  St.  Thomas.  Lacking  the  serv- 
ices of  these  vessels,  I  will  have  to  return  to  the  west  immediately. 
I  shall  await  answer  to  this  request  at  Cape  Haytien,  and  if  granted,  I 
will  proceed  to  San  Juan,  probably  destroying  fortifications,  establish- 
ing a  temporary  base  at  Culebra  Island  to  the  east  of  Port  Rico,  as 
entrance  to  San  Juan  is  obstructed.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  Spanish 
squadron  in  the  West  Indies,  I  request  the  Massachusetts  and  the  Texas. 

Sampson. 


U.  S.  S.  Tale,  8t.  Thomas,  W.  I.,  May  13, 1898. 

SiE:  Confirming  my  telegram  of  this  date,  there  are  no  tidings  of 
the  Spanish  fleet.  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  this  vessel 
at  this  port.  In  cruising  around  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico  discovered 
no  men-of-war  in  any  of  the  harbors,  except  at  the  port  of  San  Juan, 
where  two  small  gunboats  and  a  large  armed  transport  were  anchored. 
On  the  8th  captured  the  Spanish  cargo  steamer  Bita,  from  St.  Thomas 
to  San  Juan,  with  coal  and  a  small  general  cargo,  sending  her  with 
prize  crew  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  as  already  reported. 

On  the  9th,  while  observing  the  harbor  of  San  Juan,  the  armed 
transport  came  out  and  drove  us  off.  Had  this  vessel  been  armed  with 
one  or  two  5inch  rapid-fire  guns,  I  would  have  captured  her. 

On  May  10,  while  observing  the  harbor  of  San  Juan,  two  shots  from 
heavy  guns  were  fired  at  us,  falling  short. 

On  the  12th  communicated  with  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis,  having  no 
information. 

Opened  my  instructions  at  7.30  p.  m.  Monday,  May  2;  reached  Puerto 
Rico  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th. 

Respectfully,  N.  C.  Wise, 


The  Sbobbtaey  op  the  Navy. 


Captain,  Oommanding. 


[Confldential.] 

K"AVT  Depaetmbnt,  Washington,  May  6, 1898. 
Snt:  Referring  to  the  Department's  confldential  instructions  of  the 
6th  of  April,  1898,  to  confidential  order  of  April  21, 1898,  modifying  the 
above  in  so  far  as  it  concerns  the  blockade  of  Cuba,  and  to  the  Depart- 
ment's cipher  dispatches  of  April  21, 1898,  and  April  26, 1898,  you  are 
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informed  that  tlie  Department  has  not  intended  to  restrict  your  opera- 
tions in  the  West  Indies,  except  in  regard  to  the  blockade  of  certain 
portions  of  Cuba  and  in  the  exposure  of  your  vessel  to  the  fire  of  heavy 
guns  mounted  on  shore  which  are  not  protecting  or  assisting  formidable 
Spanish  ships. 

The  Department  is  perfectly  wiUing  that  you  should  expose  your  ships 
to  the  heaviest  guns  of  land  batteries  if,  in  your  opinion,  there  are  Spanish 
vessels  of  sufHcient  military  importance  protected  by  these  guns  to  make 
an  attack  advisable,  your  chief  aim  being  for  the  present  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  enemy's  principal  vessels. 

The  Department  writes  this  letter  because  it  has  been  intimated  by 
civilians,  and  it  is  believed  by  officers  of  rank  serving  under  you,  that 
you  are  not  permitted  to  take  the  offensive  even  against  small  land 
batteries,  and  that  you  must  wait  to  be  fired  upon  before  making  an 
aggressive  movement  against  any  port,  no  matter  how  poorly  fortified. 

The  Department  does  not  think,  however,  that  you  have  personally 
held  this  view;  but  in  order  to  guard  against  any  probable  misconcep- 
tion on  your  part  it  has  concluded  to  define  more  particularly  its  views 
as  expressed  above. 

Eespectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

OOMMANDBK  IN  OHIEF  UNITED  STATES  NAVAL  FOEOE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  foregoing  series  of  communications  is  continued  on  page  383. 

114012. 

[Eeport  of  attack  npon  San  Jnan.] 

No.  83,]  tr.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  18,  1898. 

Sir  :  Supplementary  to  uy  telegram  No.  73,  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  more  in  detail,  of  the 
attack  on  the  defenses  of  Porto  Eico,  made  by  a  portion  of  this  squadron 
on  the  12th  instant. 

Upon  approaching  San  Juan  it  was  seen  that  none  of  the  Spanish 
vessels  were  in  the  harbor.  I  was  therefore  considerably  in  doubt 
whether  they  had  reached  San  Juan  and  again  departed  for  some 
unknown  destination,  or  whether  they  had  not  arrived.  As  their 
capture  was  the  object  of  the  expedition,  and  as  it  was  essential  that 
they  should  not  pass  to  the  westward,  I  determined  to  attack  the 
batteries  defending  the  port,  in  order  to  develop  their  positions  and 
strength,  and  then,  without  waiting  to  reduce  the  city  or  subject  it  to 
a  regular  bombardment — which  would  require  due  notice — turn  to  the 
westward. 

Our  progress  had  been  so  much  slower  than  I  had  reason  to  antici- 
pate, from  Key  West  to  Porto  Eico,  owing  to  the  frequent  breakdowns 
of  the  two  monitors,  which  made  it  necessary  to  tow  them  both  the 
whole  distance,  and  also  to  the  disabled  condition  of  the  Indiana  that 
eight  days  had  been  consumed  instead  of  five,  as  I  had  estimated. 

I  commenced  the  attack  as  soon  as  it  was  good  daylight.  This  lasted 
about  three  hours,  when  the  signal  was  made  to  discontinue  the  firing 
and  the  squadron  stood  to  the  northeast  until  out  of  sight  of  San  Juan' 
when  the  course  was  laid  for  the  westward,  with  the  view  of  communi- 
cating with  the  Department  at  Port  Plata  and  learn  if  the  Depart- 
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ment  had  obtained  information  as  to  the  movements  of  the  Spanish 
vessels. 

At  Cape  Haytien  I  received  word  from  the  Department  that  the 
Spanish  vessels  had  been  sighted  off  Curacao  on  the  14th  instant  and 
directed  me  to  return  with  all  dispatch  to  Key  West. 

As  stated  in  my  telegram,  no  serious  injury  was  done  any  of  the 
ships,  and  only  1  man  was  killed  and  7  wounded  slightly. 

The  following  notes  were  taken  during  the  attack : 

Weather  fair;  very  light  breeze;  long  swell  from  northward  and 
westward. 

3.30:  Breakfast. 

4:  Call  "AU  hands"  complete  clearing  for  action.  Squadron  stand- 
ing in  for  San  Juan,  the  lights  of  the  town  being  plainly  visible, 
Detroit  leading;  Wompatuck  on  starboard  bow  to  anchor  boat  for  turn- 
ing stake  as  provided  in  my  " Order  of  battle" — second  plan  of  action; 
the  other  ships  in  column  as  follows :  lotca,  Indiana,  New  TorJc,  Amphi- 
trite,  Terror,  and  Montgomery.    Speed,  4  knots. 

4.58 :  Detroit  inshore,  standing  across  harbor  entrance.  In  this  pas- 
sage across  the  front  of  the  harbor,  and  very  close  to  the  town,  the 
Detroit  received  no  fire  at  all.  No  Spanish  flag  was  flying  on  the  Morro 
or  elsewhere.  No  Spanish  vessels  could  be  seen  in  the  harbor.  There 
was  one  merchant  steamer  in  the  inner  harbor. 

5:  Sounded  '!  General  quarters." 

5.16 :  Iowa  began  firing  on  the  Morro  with  forward  6-pounder,  and 
then  with  all  starboard  battery.  Smoke  hanging  over  the  ship  made 
firing  slow. 

5.24:  First  return  shot  from  the  shore  batteries. 

5.30:  Iowa  turned  from  the  batteries,  circling  to  the  westward. 

5.59:  Made  signal,  "Form  column." 

6.09:  Made  telegraphic  signal,  "Use  only  large  guns."  The  smoke 
from  the  smaller  guns  had  been  interfering  with  the  fire  of  the  heavier 
guns.  The  column  was  headed  in  for  the  batteries  in  the  same  line  of 
attack  as  in  the  first  round. 

6.15 :  Detroit  seen  standing  away  from  the  Morro,  with  the  Montgomery 
not  far  oif  her  port  beam.  From  the  time  when  the  shore  batteries 
began  firing  (5.24)  until  this  time  (6.15)  the  Detroit  had  been  lying  close 
inshore,  between  the  line  followed  by  the  squadron  and  the  Morro,  and 
she  had  been  subjected  to  what  seemed  a  concentrated  fire  of  all  the 
shore  batteries  for  all  this  time,  she  in  the  meanwhile  pouring  in  broad- 
broadsides  from  her  own  rapid-fire  battery. 

6.30:  Made  signal  to  Detroit  and  Montgomery  not  to  follow  battle 
ships.  By  this  time  all  the  shore  batteries  had  been  developed,  and 
they  were  more  numerous  than  the  information  received  had  led  me  to 
suspect. 

6.35:  Iowa  began  firing  at  Morro  on  the  second  round;  range,  1,500 
yards. 

6.40:  Iowa  ceased  firing.  Almost  calm;  smoke  hanging  over  the 
shore  fortifiations,  pretty  effectually  screening  them. 

7.12 :  AmpMtrite  signaled,  "After  turret  disabled  for  to-day." 

7.16:  Iowa  began  firing  on  the  third  round. 

7.38:  Signaled  to  Detroit  and  Montgomery,  "Eeport  casualties." 
Eeceived  replies  as  follows:  Detroit,  "0;"  Montgomery,  "0." 

7.45 :  Iowa  sounded,  "  Secure." 

7.45:  Made  signal,  "Form  column,  course  northwest,"  and  hauled 
down  the  signal  at  8.01. 

8.12:  Made  signal,  "Eeport  casualties." 
5898 24 
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8.15:  The  Terror^  which  had  been  lying  close  inshore  engaged  with 
the  fortifications,  ceased  firing. 

8.47:  ISew  York  reports  "1  killed,  4  wounded."  All  other  ships 
reported  no  casualties,  except  the  AmpMtrite,  which  reported  the  death 
of  one  gunner's  mate  from  the  effects  of  heat. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  the  commanding  officers  on  the 
incidents  of  the  bombardment,  including  ammunition  expended,  and 
behavior  of  the  guns  and  ordnance  material,  etc. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8,  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 
North  Atlantic  8tation. 
The  Secebtabt  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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[Eeport  of  action  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Iowa,  1st  Eate, 
At  8ea,  Lat.  19°  8'  N,  Long.  67°  53'  W.,  May  13, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  engage- 
ment off  San  Juan  de  Puerto  Rico,  May  12,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
movements  of  this  vessel,  under  my  command : 

Following  the  instructions  contained  in  the  commander  in  chief's 
order  of  battle,  the  Iowa  entered  the  firing  line  at  5.15  a.  m. 

The  crews  of  the  port  secondary  battery  were  sent  below  in  the  case- 
mate. 

At  5.17  two  shots  were  fired  from  the  6-pounder  on  the  starboard 
forward  bridge  and  one  shot  from  the  starboard  8-inch  turret.  After 
this,  the  entire  starboard  battery  became  engaged. 

The  fire  was  directed  against  Morro  battery. 

The  speed  maintained  while  passing  over  the  firing  line,  about  1,500 
yards  in  length,  was  from  4  to  5  knots;  and  the  fire  was  continued  for 
about  eight  minutes,  until  5.25. 

The  ranges  varied  from  2,300  to  1,100  yards. 

The  commander  in  chief  having  ordered  the  discontinuance  of  the  use 
of  the  light  battery,  all  the  crews  of  the  starboard  battery  were  now, 
about  5.30,  ordered  below,  within  the  casemate. 

The  ship  was  then  hauled  offshore,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
and  stood  slowly  to  the  northwest,  turned  again  to  the  eastward,  reen- 
tered the  firing  line,  and,  followed  by  the  squadron,  made  two  more 
runs,  three  in  all,  over  the  firing  line,  firing  principally  at  the  Morro, 
but  during  the  last  run  some  shots  were  fired  at  the  eastern  battery. 

While  on  the  return  course,  steering  northwest  after  the  second  run, 
a  shell  6  or  8  inch  caliber  (estimated  from  the  base  plug  and  fragments 
found)  exploded  at  the  after-port  skid  frames,  beneath  the  boats.  The 
fragments  of  this  shell  wounded  three  men  and  injured  the  first  whale- 
boat,  sailing  launch,  joiner  work  about  the  bridge,  and  inflicted  other 
slight  injuries.  This  shell  was  probably  fired  from  the  eastern  battery 
(the  most  important  of  all  the  batteries  at  San  Juan). 

It  was  noticeable  that  all  shots  striking  or  striking  near  vessels  were 
made  when  the  vessels  were  on  the  outer  or  return  course,  and  the 
greater  part  of  these  were  fired  by  the  eastern  battery. 

At  7.25  this  ship  completed  its  third  run,  and  after  steaming  to  the 
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northwest  the  battery  was  secured,  as  ordered  by  the  commander  in 
chief,  and  the  action  discontinued. 

I  consider  that  this  Engagement  has  demonstrated  the  efficient  con- 
dition of  the  battery  of  this  vessel  under  service  conditions  and  the 
admirable  spirit  of  the  officers  and  men. 

The  smoke  hanging  about  the  ship  and  about  the  batteries  during  the 
engagement  so  obscured  the  latter  that  the  fire  of  this  vessel  was  ren- 
dered very  slow.    The  breeze  was  extremely  light,  force  about  1. 

There  was  a  long  ground  swell  setting  to  the  southward. 

The  battery  of  this  vessel  is  now  in  all  respects  ready  for  immediate 
service. 

Oasualties. — The  following  men  of  this  ship's  company  were  wounded : 
G.  Merkle,  private,  marine,  compound  comminuted  fracture,  right  elbow, 
serious ;  J.  Mitchell,  seaman,  wound  of  back,  sixth  intercostal  space, 
about  3  inches  in  length,  not  serious;  R.  0.  Hill,  apprentice,  second 
class,  slight  contused  wound  of  back. 

Injuries  to  the  hull. — No  projectile  struck  the  hull  proper  of  this  vessel. 
One  shell,  6  inch  or  8-inch,  exploded  in  the  skid  frames,  port  side,  abreast 
the  after  8-inch  turret.  The  fragments  of  this  shell  wounded  3  men, 
passed  through  the  sailing  launch,  and  made  several  holes  in  the  stan- 
chions, ventilators,  galley  funnels,  and  other  deck  fittings.  One  of  the 
fragments  probably  struck  the  6-pounder  cage  mount  on  the  starboard 
after  side  of  the  forward  bridge,  breaking  and  jamming  the  training 
securing  bolt  and  also  jamming  the  gun  pivot.  This  injury  has  been 
repaired. 

Other  fragments  of  this  shell  did  considerable  injury  to  the  joiner 
work  on  the  bridge. 

Another  shell  or  shrapnel  exploded  above  the  boat  skids  on  the  star- 
board side  and  inflicted  trifling  wounds  upon  the  escape  pipes,  smoke- 
stacks, etc. 

The  injuries  above  summarized  are  indicated  in  detail  on  an  accom- 
panying sheet,  appended  and  marked  A. 

In  firing  the  last  round  from  the  after  12-inch  turret,  at  about  15°  on 
the  starboard  quarter,  the  following  injury  to  the  huU  was  inflicted  by 
the  blast  of  the  discharge : 

The  deck  planking  on  the  starboard  quarter  is  badly  pitted  by  the 
unconsumed  powder  prisms.  Some  of  these  pits  are  two  inches  deep; 
an  evidence  that  the  gun  does  not  properly  consume  its  powder  charge. 

The  hatch  plate,  newly  fitted  at  the  New  York  Navy-Tard  in  Decem- 
ber last,  was  torn  from  its  bolts  and  thrown  back  toward  the  gun,  clear 
of  the  hatch.  Two  of  the  holding-down  bolts  were  broken  and  several 
of  the  lugs  on  the  plate  cracked.    The  plate  is  very  slightly  twisted. 

The  deck  beams,  frames  82  and  83,  abreast  the  cabin  skylight  hatch, 
starboard  side,  have  been  sprung  and  are  out  of  line  in  the  transverse 
sense. 

The  bulkhead  about  the  cabin  doors  between  frames  79  and  83,  star- 
board side,  is  torn  from  its  hangers  on  the  beams,  the  rivets  being 
sheared. 

The  deck  over  the  after  torpedo  room  is  not  sufficiently  strong,  and 
the  blast  of  the  12-inch  gun,  when  trained  forward,  made  sufficient  play 
to  the  deck  to  break  the  hangers  hanging  the  training-trolley  circle  of 
the  starboard  torpedo  tube.  This  is  the  second  occasion  upon  which 
this  accident  has  occurred. 

The  blast  of  the  forward  12-inch  gun  smashed  the  partition  forming 
the  captain's  sleeping  room  in  the  pilot  house.  This  should  be  made 
more  solid. 
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Ammunition  expended. 


'Bon. 


First.   Second.  Third. 


Total 
rounds. 


Total 
expend- 
iture. 


Forward  12-incli  tnrret 

After  12-inch  turret 

Forward  atarboard  8-inch  tnrret 

After  starboard  8-inch  turret 

4-inch  on  bridge 

4-inch  forward  main  deck 

4-inch  midship  main  deck 

6-pounders 

l-pounders 


19 


48 
7 


All  12-iiicli  shell  used  were  semiarmor-pierciiig  shell. 

All  8-iiich,  4-inch,  and  6-pounder  projectiles  were  common  shell. 

AU  charges  used  were  fall  service  charges. 

The  slowness  of  the  fire  was  occasioned  by  the  smoke. 

Defects  in  ammunition. — Many  of  the  8-inch  cartridges  were  found  to 
be  badly  tied,  and  the  tie-end  too  long.  This  caused  considerable  delay 
in  loading.  The  bags  are  also  not  sufficiently  stiff  and  break  very 
easily. 

The  battery,  accidents  to  or  defects  developed  in. — The  bonnet  on  the 
rear  part  of  the  casing  of  left  rammer,  forward  12-inch  turret,  gave  way 
while  loading  the  third  round.  The  injured  bonnet  was  cracked  and 
broken  through  radially  and  along  the  circumference  of  the  rim  abaft 
the  strengthening  band.  This  bonnet  has  been  replaced  and  the  rammer 
is  now  serviceable.  But  attention  is  especially  invited  to  the  fact  that 
this  is  the  third  time  (September  12, 1897,  October  23, 1897,  and  May  12, 
1898)  that  this  accident  has  occurred.  A  new  rammer  was  received 
August  25, 1897. 

It  is  suggested  that  new  spare  parts  be  ordered  by  telegram,  and 
that  in  the  future  the  parts  be  made  stronger  and  of  forged  steel. 

The  elevating  gear  of  the  8-inch  after  turret  is  damaged  by  the  bend- 
ing of  the  vertical  shaft,  the  design  being  faulty.  Eepairs  are  now 
being  made  and  will  be  completed  to-day,  but  the  defect  is  liable  to 
reappear. 

Yery  respectfully,  E.  D.  Evans, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OoMMANDEK  IN  Ohief  U.  S.  Naval  Foeob, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Appendix  A. 

1.  Shell  scraped  port  qnarter  of  second  whaleboat,  tore  off  central  portion  of  keel, 
bent  down  part  of  second  skid  frame  (from  aft)  under  same  boat. 

2.  Fragment  of  shell  passed  through  quarter  of  sailing  launch  and  hit  boat  box. 

3.  Several  holes  from  same  shell  in  bow  of  second  whaleboat  and  first  cutter. 

4.  Hole  in  fourth  skid  frame  (from  aft)  near  port  stanchion. 

6.  Fourth  port  skid  stanchion  (from  aft) ;  hole  in  starboard  side  near  top,  also 
three  dents. 

7.  Two  holes  and  a  dent  in  after  port  ventilator  on  upper  deck. 

8.  One  small  hole  and  several  small  dents  in  after  smoke  pipe  (below  skids). 

9.  Fifth  port  skid  stanchion  (from  aft),  two  holes  near  base. 

10.  Hole  in  deck  planking,  just  forward  of  after  stack;  five  small  holes  in  deck 
near  fifth  port  skid  stanchion. 

11.  Seven  small  holes  in  port  middle  ventilator. 

12.  Two  holes  aod  a  dent  in  forward  galley  smoke  pipe. 
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13.  Fragment  of  shell  struck  6-poutider  carriage  (No.  9  gun),  on  forward  star- 
board bridge. 

14.  Fragment  hit  lower  corner  of  battle  hatch  plate  for  forward  starboard  hatch, 
inside  superstructure. 

15.  Fragment  tore  oflf  starboard  forward  hammock  cloth. 

16.  Fragment  knocked  out  third  and  f  mrth  steps  and  starboard  sidepiece  of  the 
port  mahogany  ladder  from  the  forward  bridge  to  the  flying  bridge. 

17.  Piece  of  shell  struck  the  wall  of  starboard  forward  turret,  merely  cutting  the 
paint. 

18.  Fragment  of  shell  from  starboard  side  struck  steam-escape  pipe  abaft  forward 
smokestack. 

19.  A  large  dent  in  the  same  pipe,  about  3  feet  from  the  deck. 

20.  A  fragment  broke  in  the  inner  cap-square  bolt  on  left  side  of  No.  18  gun  (6- 
pounder). 

21.  Hole  through  port  dynamo-room  ventilator. 

22.  One  small  hole  and  a  dent  in  port  forward  ventilator. 

23.  Cut  out  a  piece  of  after  railing,  port  side,  on  hatch  over  fire  rooms  3  and  4, 

24.  Bent  and  gouged  3  bars  of  gratings  over  same  hatch. 

25.  Three  fragments  of  shell  struck  starboard  arms  chest  (opposite  port  forward 
8-inch  turret).  One  passed  entirely  through  chest.  A  small  fragment  also  struck 
port  side  of  top  of  the  port  chest. 

26.  Two  dents  in  the  port  side  of  forward  smoke  pipe,  near  deck. 

27.  Dent  in  small  pipe  for  wire  controlling  whistle  (port  side). 

28.  One  hole  near  bottom  of  starboard  middle  ventilator. 

29.  Hole  in  lower  part  of  starboard  dynamo-room  ventilator. 

30.  Hole  in  after  coaming  (starboard)  of  hatch  firerooms  3  and  4. 

31.  Two  holes  in  exhaust  steam  pipe,  abaft  forward  smoke  pipe,  about  4  feet  &om 
deck. 

32.  Hole  in  forward  side  of  starboard  rain-clothes  locker. 
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[Engagement  irlth  forts  at  Son  Jaan,  Forto  Blco,  May  12,  1893.] 

S.  59.]  U.  S.  Detroit,  3d  Eate, 

At  Sea,  Lat.  19°  07'  N.,  Long.  67°  57'  W.,  May  13,  1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  U.  8.  S.  Detroit  in  the  engagement  with  the  fortifications 
of  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  on  the  morning  of  May  12, 1898. 

After  receiving  the  order  from  the  torpedo  boat  Porter  to  precede 
the  flagship,  taking  soundings,  the  Detroit  stood  in  until  I  judged  her 
to  be  about  one-half  mile  from  the  reef;  she  then  stood  east  until  Fort 
Ganuela  and  the  western  end  of  Cabras  Island  were  in  range,  when  she 
was  headed  east  by  south.  Shortly  afterwards  lOJ  fathoms  were 
obtained,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  rollers  I  judged  myself  too 
far  in  and  headed  off  to  east  by  north  until  abreast  the  eastern  end  of 
Cabras  Island,  when  she  was  again  brought  to  east  by  south.  When 
the  western  batteries  of  Morro  were  screened  the  ship  was  turned  short 
around  and  headed  toward  the  entrance  of  the  harbor.  By  stadimeter 
measurement  on  the  light-house  she  was  found  to  be  1,100  yards  from 
the  Morro.  In  this  position  farther  developments  were  awaited,  the 
crew  at  quarters,  the  guns  loaded,  but  breechblocks  open. 

Very  few  signs  of  life  were  observed  on  shore.  Signals  were  being 
made  at  the  semiphore  station,  and  a  few  men  were  seen  hurrying  about 
the  Morro,  apparently  carrying  rammers  and  sponges.  With  the  light 
as  it  was  it  was  difficult  to  accurately  determine  the  position  of  the 
guns. 

At  5.15,  the  Iowa  having  commenced  firing,  opened  fire  with  the  port 
battery  on  the  northern  face  of  Morro;  frequent  pauses  were  made  to 
allow  the  smoke  (which  was  very  dense)  to  clear.  As  the  Iowa 
approached  our  quarter,  cease  firing  was  sounded,  in  order  not  to 
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obscure  her  view.  At  this  time  guns  were  seen  to  be  firing  from  the 
eastern  forts,  the  shot  dropping  outside  of  us.  When  the  Iowa  was  clear 
the  firing  was  recommenced,  a  portion  of  it  being  directed  at  the  eastern 
forts.  This  was  continued  until  the  fleet  passed,  cease  firing  being 
Bounded  whenever  it  was  judged  our  smoke  would  interfere  with  the  fire  of 
other  vessels.  After  the  Terror  passed,  the  ship  was  turned  and  followed 
her  out.  By  this  time  shot  were  dropping  on  all  sides  of  us,  but  at  long 
intervals.  They  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  chance  and  not  of  accurate 
aim.  The  ship  was  not  struck  and  no  casualties  occurred.  During  the 
remainder  of  the  engagement  the  ship  remained  out  of  range,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  signal  not  to  follow  the  flagship. 

The  behavior  of  everyone  on  board  was  excellent.  The  only  fault  I 
have  is  a  tendency  to  fire  more  rapidly  than  the  circumstances  justified. 
From  this  cause  and  the  ground  swell  a  considerable  amount  of  am- 
munition was  wasted.  There  being  no  junior  officers  on  board  Passed 
Assistant  Paymaster  Arms  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  the  after 
powder  division  and  Paymaster's  Clerk  Iglehart  to  act  as  my  aid  on 
the  bridge. 

The  battery  is  practically  in  the  same  condition  as  before  the  engage- 
ment. The  only  difficulty  encountered  was  with  the  elevating  appara- 
tus of  the  two  5-inch  pedestal  mounts  on  poop  and  forecastle.  With 
both,  the  elevating  arc  and  worm  were  scored  and  pieces  were  chipped 
off  from  the  force  of  recoil  or  jump.  Otherwise,  that  of  the  new  mount 
aft  (with  strengthening  band  for  arm  for  elevating  arc)  did  fairly  well, 
but  worked  stiffly  at  end  of  engagement.  With  the  mount  forward, 
reported  on  in  my  letter  to  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance,  of  November  11, 
1897  (128-97),  the  bracket  arm  on  top  carriage  for  bearings  of  elevating 
shaft  became  so  much  bent  [that]  the  upper  part  bore  hard  against  the 
elevating  arc  with  only  a  few  degrees  elevation.  It  was  necessary  to 
use  a  wrench  to  obtain  elevation.  Since  the  engagement  it  has  been 
bent  back  into  position,  but  I  feel  confident  it  will  do  the  same  thing 
again  after  a  few  fires.  One  missfire  was  experienced  with  5-inch  com- 
mon shell  and  one  shell  dropped  from  its  case  in  loading.  "Eo  other 
trouble  was  encountered  with  ammunition. 

The  only  injuries  sustained  by  the  vessel  or  her  equipment  were  the 
result  of  the  fire  of  her  own  guns,  as  follows: 

Gig  opened  out  and  somewhat  shattered  from  the  blast  of  guns  under- 
neath. (I  had  intended  to  lower  this  boat  and  set  her  adrift  in  case  of 
action  with  vessels.) 

Trifling  injuries  to  joiner  work  and  electric  wiring  in  cabin  from  blast 
of  5-inch  gun  on  poop. 

One  stanchion  in  cabin  (18  feet  from  center  of  gun  mount)  slightly 
bent  by  blast  of  5-inch  gun  on  poop. 

Two  stanchions  under  forecastle  (4  feet  from  center  of  mount  above) 
slightly  bent. 

The  following  ammunition  was  expended: 

Five-inch,  common  shell,  175  rounds;  Gpounder,  common  shell,  123 
rounds ;  1-pounder,  common  shell,  20  rounds. 

The  report  of  the  executive  officer  is  inclosed  herewith. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

J.  H.  Dayton, 
Commander,  U.  S.  If.,  Commanding. 

COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF  TT.  S.  NAVAL  FORCE, 

Jforth  Atlantic  Station. 
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U.  S.  S.  Detroit,  3d  Batb, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  19°  07'  N.,  Long.  67°  67'  W.,  May  IS,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  injuries  this  •hip  anstained  from  the 
:oncu8iion  occasioned  by  the  firing  of  her  own  guns  during  the  engagement  with 
the  San  Juan  batteries  yesterday.    No  injuries  from  enemy. 
Gig  ooniiderably  shattered;  doubtful  if  she  can  be  repaired. 

Iron  stanchion  under  foreeastle  deck,  5  feet  2  inches  aft  from  center  of  gun  mount, 
5-inoh,  bent  3  inches  out  of  line. 

Iron  stanchion  under  forecastle  deck,  4  feet  from  center  of  gun  mount,  5-inch,  bent 
three-foortht  [of  an]  inch  out  of  line. 

Iron  itanohion  under  poop  deck,  17  feet  3  inches  aft  from  center  of  gun  mount, 
6-inch,  bent  IJ  inches  out  of  line. 
One  battle  plate  for  air  port  had  a  hinge  broken  and  another  bent. 
Some  light  woodwork  overhead  in  cabin  and  ward  room  was  loosened,  portions 
dropping  down. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  E.  Colahan. 

lAeutenanUCommanier  and  Executive  Officer. 

The  COMMANSIKG  OFFICER, 

U.  S.  S.  Detroit. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Detroit,  3d  Eatb, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  19°  07'  N.,  Long.  67°  57'  W.,  May  IS,  1898. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  requirements  of  paragraph  525,  United  States  Navy  Begu- 
lations,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  regard  to  the  engagement 
with  the  shore  batteries  of  San  Juan  de  Porto  Rico,  which  occurred  yesterday. 
There  were  no  noteworthy  incidents.    The  conduct  of  all  officers  and  men  was  excel- 
lent, all  expressing  a  great  eagerness  to  be  engaged.    The  engagement  did  not  offer 
opportunities  for  discriminating  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  either  officers  or  men. 
All  were  cool  and  under  excellent  control. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  E.  COLAHAlf, 

Lieutenant-Commander  and  Executive  Offioer, 

The  COMMANDLNG  OFFICER, 

U.  S.  S.  Detroit. 
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[Report  of  engagement  off  San  Jnan,  May  12.] 

U.  S.  S.  Tbbboe,  2d  Bate, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  19°  8'  N.,  Long.  67°  54'  W.,  May  13, 1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  in  obedience  to 
signal  of  9.30  a.  m.  to-day  and  in  compliance  with  article  275,  United 
States  Navy  Eegulations,  1896 : 

At  4  a.  m.  May  12,  weather  clear  and  pleasant,  wind  light,  easterly, 
and  the  sea  smooth,  this  ship  was  in  her  position  in  column,  at  distance 
in  accordance  with  plan  of  battle  Ko.  2.  The  lights  of  the  city  of  San 
Juan  de  Puerto  Eico  were  in  sight  on  the  port  bow,  the  course  being 
S.  S.  E.  J  E.,  magnetic.  At  daybreak  sighted  high  land  on  starboard 
bow.  Called  all  hands,  cleared  ship  for  action,  and  went  to  general 
quarters.  At  about  4.50  the  flagship  Iowa,  leading  the  column,  opened 
fire  on  the  batteries,  heading  east  by  south.  The  other  vessels  in  column 
opened  fire  as  soon  as  range  was  attained,  the  Montgomery  and  Detroit 
firing,  the  former  from  a  position  outside  of  Fort  Oanuelo,  the  latter 
lying  under  the  Morro.  The  forts  and  batteries  replied  briskly  to  the 
fire  of  the  squadron.  The  Terror  opened  fire  at  5.13  from  starboard 
6-pounder,  immediately  followed  by  the  forward  turret  and  then  the 
after  turret,  as  soon  as  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear.  The  smoke  was 
80  thick  under  the  Morro  Hill  and  in  the  harbor  that  I  ceased  firing  for 
several  minutes  and  stopped  the  ship  to  await  a  clear  chance.    I  was 
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obliged,  however,  to  keep  station,  and  proceeded.  Our  first  shots  were 
fired  into  the  inner  harbor  in  hopes  of  striking  any  vessels  anchored 
there,  the  smoke  being  so  thick  I  could  see  nothing.  When  the  air 
cleared  a  little,  I  could  see  that  the  harbor  was  unoccupied,  and  fired 
no  more  shots  in  that  direction. 

The  Terror  made  the  circuit  three  times,  each  time  approaching 
closer  to  the  batteries,  and  during  the  third  round  stopped,  with  both 
turrets  on  starboard  beam,  and  fired  at  a  battery  which  seemed  to  be 
the  most  vicious,  situated  a  short  distance  to  the  south  of  the  Morro. 
I  saw  one  shell  from  the  right  gun,  forward  turret,  explode  in  this  bat- 
tery. I  threw  several  shells  across  the  neck  of  land,  hoping  to  strike 
any  vessel  in  the  inner  harbor.  The  flagship  made  signal  at  about 
6.45  to  use  only  the  large  guns.  The  secondary  battery  then  ceased 
firing,  and  the  men  were  ordered  to  take  cover  behind  the  turrets  or 
below  the  armored  deck. 

I  have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  damage  done  to  the  batteries,  but  at 
about  6.30  I  observed  a  very  noticeable  diminution  of  their  fire.  When 
the  Terror  came  out,  at  8.45,  the  batteries  pitched  shell  after  her  quite 
rapidly  out  as  far  as  about  6,000  yards.  This  vessel  came  away  at  a 
speed  of  about  four  knots,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  the  flagship. 
Not  a  projectile  struck  this  ship  at  any  time,  although  a  fuse  and  some 
small  pieces  of  shell  were  picked  up  about  the  decks. 

I  am  most  gratified  to  report  that  the  conduct  of  every  ofBcer  and 
man  under  my  command  was  everything  that  could  be  desired.  The 
forward  turret  division,  Lieutenant  Coffman  in  charge,  was  more 
especially  under  my  observation  all  the  time,  and  all  hands  were  cool, 
alert,  and  full  of  enthusiasm.  Lieutenant-Commander  Garst  took 
especial  charge  of  the  after  end  of  the  ship,  with  Lieutenant  Dunn  in 
charge  of  after  turret.  Ensign  Terhune,  in  charge  of  the  secondary 
battery,  assisted  Lieutenant  Qualtrough  in  signals  after  fire  from  that 
battery  was  discontinued.  Lieutenant  Hubbard  (J.  G.)  had  charge  of 
the  berth-deck  division.  The  engines  responded  promptly  to  every 
signal  made,  and  everything  connected  with  them  worked  well. 

The  turrets  worked  well.  The  right  gun  of  forward  turret  was 
delayed  a  few  minutes  by  the  pressure  gauge  of  recoil  cylinder  break- 
ing, but  the  turret  chamber  gauge  was  used  afterward.  One  rammer 
in  after  turret  required  a  few  hours'  repair  work  upon  it.  Otherwise, 
both  the  main  and  secondary  batteries  of  the  Terror  are  in  as  good  a 
condition  as  before  the  engagement,  and  are  all  ready  at  any  time  for 
further  service. 

The  electric  control  of  pneumatic  steering  gear  promptly  failed,  a 
fuse  blowing  out  within  ten  minutes  of  the  time  of  starting  in.  The 
pneumatic  gear  was  at  once  connected  and  the  ship  was  steered  from 
the  forward  loading  room.  The  electric  control  is  inside  the  sighting 
hood  of  forward  turret,  and  the  helmsman  can  get  some  idea  of  what 
he  is  doing  by  a  look  out  of  the  peepholes.  I  kept  slow  speed  and 
used  the  engines  when  necessary  to  assist  the  helm. 

The  electric  primers  were  unsatisfactory,  and  the  friction  primers 
practically  worthless.  Both  forward  guns  (turret)  were  disabled  at  the 
same  time  by  the  vents  choking  up  and  requiring  to  be  bored  out. 

Absolutely  no  damage  was  done  to  the  ship  by  the  enemy's  fire,  with 
the  exception  of  the  loss  of  part  of  the  leadsman's  apron,  port  side 
which  was  carried  away  by  a  shell  passing  near  it.  The  forward  guns 
were  fired  within  a  few  degrees  of  right  ahead,  and  the  after-turret 
guns  were  fired  right  astern.  Beyond  a  little  shaking  up  below,  no 
damage  ivas  done.    The  whaleboat  and  gig  were  considerably  shaken 
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up  by  the  blasts  of  guns  at  extreme  train  forward  and  aft,  but  no  dam- 
age was  done  that  can  not  be  repaired  by  our  own  force  when  oppor- 
tunity is  given  to  do  so. 

The  appliances  supplied  to  the  ship  to  exclude  water  from  base  of 
turret  have  been  found  worthless  for  that  purpose,  and  I  had  fitted  a 
canvas  apron,  secured  to  tlie  turret  by  lashing  and  lacing,  with  another 
lashing  below  the  base.  By  taking  off  the  lower  lashing  the  turret  is 
free  to  revolve  when  the  four  securing  bolts  are  slacked  up.  This  apron 
perfectly  excluded  water,  and  I  have  discarded  the  apparatus  supplied 
to  the  ship.  The  turret  ports  are  so  very  low  that  measures  had  to  be 
taken  to  exclude  water  when  the  ports  are  out.  This  I  accomplished 
by  using  hammock  canvas  with  holes  cut  and  roped  to  fit  the  guns 
tightly — one  piece,  about  12  feet  long,  with  two  holes  for  guns  and 
lashed  all  around  the  turret  very  taut,  the  upper  edge  stopped  to  eye- 
bolts  in  the  top  of  the  turret.  The  canvas  was  made  sufBciently  wide 
to  admit  of  extreme  elevation  with  the  lower  edge  inside  the  upper 
lashing  of  the  apron.  I  have  carried  the  guns  run  out  since  leaving 
Key  West.  The  turrets  were  braced  inside  to  prevent  any  motion.  In 
addition,  wooden  braces,  as  shown  in  sketch  below,  were  made  on  board 
to  go  under  the  muzzles,  and  are  secured  to  the  deck  in  heavy  weather. 


These,  of  course,  are  all  makeshifts,  but  they  have  answered  the  purpose 
of  taking  a  low  freeboard  doubled-turreted  monitor,  without  barbettes, 
on  a  cruise  nearly  a  thousand  miles  from  her  nearest  home  port  and  of 
putting  her  into  action. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  was  as  follows : 

Turret  guns, — Thirty-one  cartridges,  fuU  charge,  10-inch;  31  common 
shell,  10-inch,  loaded. 

Secondary  battery. — Thirty- three  steel  shell,  6-pounder;  6  common 
shell,  3-pounder;  16  steel  shell,  3-pounder ;  29  steel  shell,  1-pounder;  40 
common  shell,  37  millimeter  R.  0.  Also  20  electric  and52  friction  prim- 
ers were  expended. 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  concerning  the  engagement  &om  the  exec- 
utive ofi&cer,  the  ordnance  ofiBcer,  the  four  division  oflBcers,  and  the  chief 
engineer,  all  of  which  are  approved.  For  your  further  information  in 
the  premises,  additional  reports  are  forwarded  of  the  amount  of  ammu- 
nition expended,  of  the  amount  remaining  on  hand,  and  of  the  condition 
of  armament  and  magazines. 

Very  respectfully,  Niooll  Ltjdlow, 

Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  U.  8.  Flagship  New  YorTc. 


U.  S.  S.  Terror, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  19°  8'  X.,  Long.  67°  64'  W.,  May  13,  1898. 
Sra:  I  have  to  report  that  the  oondnct  of  all  officers  and  men  coming  nnder  my 
notice  in  yesterday's  engagement  was,  withont  exception,  excellent. 

The  concnssion  dae  to  the  firing  carried  away  an  iron  deck  cleat  on  the  how,  broke 
the  breakwater  benches,  sprung  and  broke  the  flooring  of  apper  bridge  (port  side) ; 
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broke  three  frames,  the  backboard,  the  thwart  bearer  on  each  side ;  pulled  the  thwarts 
away  from  bearers,  and  sprang  the  seams  and  butts  ia  planking  of  the  gig,  and  broke 
the  flagstaff  at  the  scarfijig. 

Very  respectfully,  P.  Gakst, 

lAeutmant-Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Hxeeutive  Officer, 
The  Commanding  Offiobe. 
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[Engagement  of  yew  Tork  with  batteries  at  San  Tnan.] 

Fo.  22.]  U,  S.  Flagship  New  Toek, 

At  Sea,  May  13, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  attack  on 
the  forts  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico,  in  which  this  ship  was  engaged : 

AU  hands  were  called  at  3  a.  m.,  and  the  crew  went  to  breakfast  at 
3.30,  at  4.56  went  to  quarters,  and  stood  in,  third  in  column,  as  by  the 
order  of  battle  laid  down  by  the  commander  in  chief,  this  ship  following 
the  movements  of  the  Iowa  and  Indiana  and  making  a  circuit  of  the 
batteries  three  times. 

The  following  are  the  times :  First  circuit,  commenced  firing  at  5.27 
a.  m.,  ceased  5.45;  second  circuit,  commenced  firing  at  6.55  a.  m.,  ceased 
7.11;  third  circuit,  commenced  firing  at  7.29  a.  m.,  ceased  7.46. 

Time  from  open  fire  to  cease  fire,  two  hours  and  nineteen  minutes; 
time  engaged  in  firing,  fifty-one  minutes.  During  the  whole  period, 
from  5.27,  when  we  began  firing,  until  7.46,  namely,  two  hours  and  nine- 
teen minutes,  the  ship  was  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  which  at  times 
was  very  heavy. 

A  great  number  of  projectiles  struck  in  the  vicinity  of  the  ship, 
chiefly  passing  beyond,  but  the  ship  itself  was  struck  but  once,  namely, 
by  a  6-inch  shell,  which  came  aboard  about  6  feet  above  the  after  end 
of  the  superstructure  deck,  taking  off  the  top  of  the  after  stanchion 
on  that  deck,  exploded,  killing  1  seamen  and  wounding  4  at  the  port 
waist  8-inch  gun,  totally  destroying  the  fourth  cutter  and  the  port 
searchlight,  piercing  the  ventilators  arid  smoke  pipes  in  many  places, 
and  making  a  number  of  small  holes  in  other  boats.  This  shot  struck 
about  7.40,  as  the  ship  was  making  her  third  circuit  and  was  headed 
out  from  the  batteries.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  fired  from  the 
eastern  battery,  then  about  5,000  yards  distant. 

Everything  worked  well  on  board  the  ship,  except  that  considerable 
difficulty  was  experienced  from  the  jamming  of  primers  in  the  vents  of 
the  8-inch  guns,  causing  the  lock  extractors  to  break,  and  in  the  after 
turret  the  locking  catch  on  the  face  plate  of  the  right-hand  gun  jammed 
and  had  to  be  repaired,  causing  considerable  delay  in  the  firing  of  the 
gun.  There  should  be  a  spare  lock  provided  for  each  8-inch  gun, there 
being  but  one  in  the  ship  for  six  guns.  The  conduct  of  the  officers  and 
men  was  most  commendable. 

The  following  ammunition  was  expended:  Fifty- five  rounds  8-inch, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  rounds  4-inch,  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  rounds  6-pounders,  nothing  under  8-inch  being  used  after  the  first 
circuit  was  made  in  column. 

The  efficiency  of  fire  was  no  doubt  somewhat  less  than  it  ought  to 
have  been  on  account  of  a  very  heavy  swell  setting  in  from  the  north- 
northwest,  evidently  the  remains  of  a  heavy  gale  to  the  northward. 

The  ranges  used  were  from  3,600  to  1,500  yards. 

The  only  injuries  to  the  ship,  excepting  those  named  as  occurring 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  379 

through  the  explosion  of  the  6-inch  shell,  were  from  the  concussion  of 
firing  the  S-inch  guns,  by  which  the  flooring  on  the  starboard  side  of 
the  forward  bridge  was  started  and  partially  blown  away,  the  wings 
of  the  after  bridge  stowed  on  edge  alongside  the  superstructure  shat- 
tered, as  also  the  starboard  waist  search  light;  the  starboard  life  buoy 
was  also  blown  away. 

The  slightness  of  injury  is  extraordinary,  considering  the  incessant 
fire  to  wMch  the  ship  was  subjected  for  so  prolonged  a  period. 
Very  respectfully, 

F.  B.  Chadwick, 
Gaptain,  U.  8,  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDEK  IN  CHIEF. 


V.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Bate, 

Lat.  19°  8'  N.,  Long.  67°  68'  W.,  May  IS,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honoi 
to  submit  the  following  lepoit  on  the  engagement  of  San  Juan  de  Foreto  Rico  on 
May  12,1898: 

The  crew  went  to  general  qaaiters  at  4.56  a.  m.  The  attack  was  made  in  column, 
passing  the  batteries  three  times,  the  Iowa  (flagship)  leading,  followed  by  Indiana, 
Nem  York,  Amphitrite,  and  Terror.  The  Detroit  preceded  the  flagship  and  lay  close 
nnder  the  batteries,  the  Montgomery  remaining  to  the  right  of  the  entrance. 

The  lotoa  opened  fire  on  the  Morro  at  5.23.  The  New  York  opened  fire  at  5.27  at 
battery  on  westward  face  of  Morro,  distance  about  2,500  yards,  and  ceased  firing  at 
5.51,  the  nearest  battery  being  about  4,500  yards  on  cease  firing. 

On  the  second  passage  the  New  York  opened  fire  on  Morro  at  6.55,  distant  about 
3,200  yards.  The  principal  fire  was  directed  against  middle  battery.  Ceased  fiting, 
after  tnming,  at  7.11,  distant  about  4,000  yards. 

On  the  third  passage  the  New  York  opened  fire  on  Morro  at  7.29,  diatant  about 
2,900  yards,  the  principal  fire,  as  before,  being  directed  against  middle  battery. 
Ceased  firing  at  7.46,  distant  about  4,500  yards.  During  the  second  and  third  pas- 
sages the  8-inoh  guns  only  were  fired. 

Total  ammunition  expended,  fifty-five  8-inch,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
4-inch,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  6-ponnder.  Considerable  difficulty  was  expe- 
rienced from  the  jamming  of  primers  in  the  vents  of  the  8-inch  guns,  causing  the  lock 
extractors  to  break,  and  in  the  after  turret  the  locking  catch  on  the  face  plate  of  the 
right-hand  gun  jammed  and  had  to  be  repaired,  causing  considerable  delay  in  the 
firing  of  the  gun.  There  should  be  a  spare  lock  provided  for  each  8-inch  gun,  there 
being  but  one  in  the  ship  for  six  guns. 

The  Neiw  York  was  struck  by  a  shell  which  exploded  over  the  port  afterpart  of 
superstructure  deck,  the  fragments  flying  forward  and  spreading,  killing  one  man 
and  wounding  four  others,  two  severely  and  two  slightly.  All  these  men  were  in  the 
crew  of  the  port  waist  8-inch,  and  were  struck  by  fragments  of  shell  flying  forward 
and  downward. 

This  shell  completely  wrecked  the  fourth  cutter  and  fittings,  the  port  waist  search 
light,  and  pierced  the  funnels  and  ventilators  in  several  places.  The  whaleboat  and 
second  steam  cutter  were  also  damaged  by  fragments  of  the  shell. 

The  shell  was  fired  from  the  eastward  battery  at  a  distance  of  about  5,000  yards, 
and  was  a  common  shell,  cast  iron,  estimated  caliber  8  inches. 

The  starboard  life  buoy  was  carried  away  by  the  blast  of  guns  and  lost  overboard. 
Both  wings  of  after  bridge,  stowed  on  edge  alongside  of  superstructure,  were  badly 
shattered  and  were  thrown  overboard.  The  starboard  waist  search  light  was  also 
shattered. 

The  main  error  in  the  enemy's  marksmanship  was  in  estimating  the  range,  most  of 
the  shell  passing  over  the  ship  when  within  range  of  guns. 

The  conduct  of  all  who  came  under  my  observation  was  exemplary;  everyone 
showed  coolness  and  determination  and  performed  his  duties  in  a  creditable  manner. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Potter, 
LimtUnant-Commander,  Exeoutive  Officer, 

The  Commanding  Officsb. 
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[Engagement  of  Indiana  with  San  Juan  batteries  May  12.] 

No.  165,]  XT.  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Eatb, 

At  Sea,  May  U,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  the  Indiana  took  in  the 
engagement  with  the  batteries  of  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12, 1898. 

During  the  night  of  May  11  final  preparations  were  made  for  battle, 
and  at  daylight,  following  the  movements  of  the  Iowa,  which  carried 
your  flag,  I  approached  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  opening  Are  upon 
the  Morro  at  about  4,500  yards,  and  continued  a  gradual  approach  east 
by  south  until  within  1,500  yards,  at  which  point  the  Indiana  turned 
in  the  wake  of  the  Iowa  and  returned  to  the  starting  point.  This  round 
was  made  a  second  and  third  time  under  practically  similar  condi- 
tions, except  that  in  the  second  and  third  rounds  the  Indiana  stopped 
for  a  longer  period  in  making  the  turn  in  order  to  keep  her  starboard 
broadside  bearing  longer.  It  was  necessary  to  cease  firing  frequently 
while  the  smoke  from  the  fleet  and  the  batteries  obscured  the  enemy's 
positions.    The  total  number  of  projectiles  expended  was  187. 

This  ship  was  not  struck,  and  there  are  no  casualties  to  report. 

The  turrets,  guns,  and  mounts  are  in  good  condition  and  unalfected 
by  the  firing. 

I  desire  to  commend  the  executive  officer,  Lieut.  Commander  J.  A. 
Eodgers,  and  all  officers  and  men  for  the  good  order  and  absence  of 
confosion  which  prevailed. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  the  executive  officer. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  0.  Taylor, 

Captain,  Commanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

TJ.  S.  Naval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 


V.  S.  S.  Indiana,  Ist  Eatb. 

At  Sea,  May  IS,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  United  States  Navy  Regulations,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the  engagement  with  the  forts 
at  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  instant: 

The  behavior   of  the   officers  and  crew  while  under  fire  was,  in  my  opinion 
excellent.  ' 

There  was  no  damage  done  to  the  ship  except  a  slight  injury  to  the  woodwork  and 
boats,  caused  by  the  blast  of  the  ship's  guns. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  A.  Eodgers, 
lAeutenant-Commander,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Executive  OMcer 
Capt.  H.  C.  Taylor,  ■" 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Indiana. 
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[Beport  of  engagement  off  San  Jnan  May  12, 1898.] 


K6. 18.]  U.  S.  S.  Amphitritb,  2d  Eatb, 

At  Sea,  May  13,  1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  signal  of  this  morning,  I  submit  herewith 
a  report  regarding  the  action  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  on  Thursdav 
May  12, 1898.  •^' 

Accompanying  same  are  reports  from  Lieuts.  0.  N.  Atwater  and 
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V.  O.  Chase,  U.  S.  N.,  officers  in  charge  of  turrets;  also  submitted  is 
a  report  of  the  executive  officer,  as  required  by  regulations. 

The  vessel  is  uninjured  so  far  as  the  action  is  concerned,  not  being 
struck  by  the  enemy's  fire.  Most  damage  was  done  by  the  fire  of  our 
turret  guns.  The  concussion  destroyed  the  gig  and  railings  on  the 
superstructure,  but  nothing  that  destroys  in  any  degree  the  efficiency 
of  the  vessel. 

A  most  important  fac*.; — and  one  to  which  I  ask  your  attention — ^is  the 
utter  lack  of  any  system  of  ventilation  below,  causing  during  actiou, 
when  everything  must  be  closed,  a  heat  so  intense  as  to  render  it 
almost  impossible  for  men  stationed  there  to  remain  at  their  posts. 

This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  after  turret,  the  heat  yesterday 
causing  the  death  of  a  gunner's  mate  on  duty  there.  This  death  was 
the  only  casualty  among  the  ship's  company. 

This  vessel  has  been  in  commission  for  over  three  years,  and  almost 
continually  on  cruising  duty,  service  for  which  she  is  entirely  unfit. 

During  the  past  winter  as  a  gunnery-instruction  ship  at  Port  Eoyal 
the  turrets  and  machinery  thereof  have  been  in  constant  use,  and 
though  repairs  have  been  kept  up  as  far  as  the  ship's  resources  would 
allow,  they  need  a  thorough  overhauling  by  a  navy-yard  force;  and  at 
present  I  consider  the  turret  machinery  unreliable,  and  likely  to  give 
out  at  a  critical  moment  when  [it]  should  be  expected  to  do  [its]  best 
work. 

The  following  ammunition  was  expended  during  the  action: 

Seventeen  10-inch  shells  (14  common,  3  armor-piercing) ;  thirty  4-inch 
shells;  thirty  3-pounder  shells;  twenty- two  6-pounder  shells. 

I  forward  also  a  report  from  the  chief  engineer,  made  upon  my 
written  order,  showing  condition  of  department,  and  stating  what 
should  be  done  to  place  engines  and  dependencies  in  an  efficient 
condition. 

This  vessel  was  in  reserve  at  the  navy-yard,  Norfolk,  from  May  7  to 
October  2, 1897,  and  though  the  yard  force  in  different  departments 
were  at  work  at  odd  times  and  the  engineer's  department  almost  daily, 
it  was  necessaiy  on  arriving  at  New  Bedford,  October  8,  after  leaving 
Hampton  Eoads  on  October  4,  a  run  of  four  days,  to  make  repairs  that 
necessitated  remaining  there  for  about  ten  days  beyond  the  time 
contemplated  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  conduct  of  all  on  board  during  the  action  was  excellent,  and 
every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty. 
Very  respectfully, 

Chas.  J.  Barclay, 

Captain,  ZT.  8.  N. 

The  OOMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF. 


U.  S.  S.  Amphitritb,  2d  Rate, 

At  Sea,  May  IS,  1898. 

Sib  :  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  Naval  Regulations,  I  have  to  make  the 
following  report  of  yesterday's  engagement  with  the  forts  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico ; 

The  ship  received  no  damage  from  the  enemy. 

The.  following  damage  resulted  from  the  blasts  of  the  turret  guns  on  the  main 
deck :  The  upper  part  of  the  doors  in  forward  and  after  hatches  blown  off.  Tops  of 
both  capstans  carried  away ;  the  forward  capstan  lifted  about  3  inches,  and  two 
friction  balls  lost.  Upper  deck :  Gig  smashed,  whaleboat  garboard  strake  started, 
and  boat  spread  slightly.  Switch  box  on  starboard  side  blown  away.  Ten  feet  of 
rail  capping  on  starboard  quarter  and  one  brace  butt  carried  away.  Hammock 
cloths  blown  away.  Joiner  work  in  chart  house  and  wardroom  shaken  down  or 
started.  On  berth  deck :  Anchor  engine  pipes  split.  One  plank  under  a  stanchion 
in  junior  officers'  quarters  started. 
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On  going  into  action  both  main  and  secondary  gnns  were  used,  bnt  very  soon 
■ignal  wa«  received  to  nse  only  the  main  battery. 

Four-inch  rapid-fire :  At  fifth  shot  the  releaser  stop  screw  of  the  starboard  gun 
broke  short  off  near  head.  Breech  plug  of  port  gun  shifted,  causing  a  delay  of  less 
than  one  minute.  Spare  plug  shipped  in  port  gun  and  worked  well  (having  been 
tried  in  both  guns  previouslyj.     Releaser  stop  screw  can  be  drilled  out  of  plug. 

Nut  of  firing  wire  came  adrift  and  was  lost.  Shifted  one  from  port  gun,  replacing 
it  with  extra  nut.    Delay  about  fifteen  seconds. 

Port  3-pounder  (Driggs-Schroeder  breech  mechanism) :  Two  miss  fires.  As  soon  as 
port  battery  was  disengaged,  replaced  spring  and  no  more  shots  were  fired  from  this 
gun  by  reason  of  discontinuing  fire  from  light  guns. 

Upon  firing  the  after-turret  guns  at  extreme  train  forward,  the  shield  of  starboard 
6-pounder  was  dismounted,  two  lower  shield  bolts  and  upper  after  shield  bolt  being 
broken  short  off.  As  soon  as  the  after-turret  guns  ceased  firing,  this  shield  was 
sent  below. 

On  the  engaged  side,  with  the  after-turret  guns  trained  forward  of  the  beam,  the 
6-pounder,  after  l-pounder,  and  3-ponnder  guns  can  not  be  manned. 

Standing  order  in  the  division  to  abandon  these  guns  under  above  circumstances. 

The  above  effects  the  whole  upper-deck  battery  on  the  engaged  side,  with  both 
turrets  concentrated  on  a  target  at  short  ranges,  necessitating  extreme  train  as  above. 
(Two  37-millimeter  top  guns  excepted.) 

During  the  entire  action  the  conduct  of  all  the  subordinates  on  the  upper  deck 
under  my  immediate  supervision  was  all  that  conld  be  desired.  Ensign  Charles  B, 
McVay  was  in  charge  of  that  division  and  had  his  men  well  in  hand,  and  they 
always  moved  quietly  and  on  the  jump.  It  fell  to  the  lot  of  0.  Crone,  gun  captain, 
first  class,  who  had  charge  of  the  4-inch  rapid-fire  gan,  to  do  almost  all  the  fiiring  on 
that  deck.  He  did  it  with  great  coolness  and  precision,  and  I  respectfully  suggest 
his  name  for  chief  gun  captain. 

The  forward  turret,  under  Lieut.  C.  N.  Atwater,  was  efficient  throughout  the  engage- 
ment, but  an  unfortunate  accident  in  the  after  turret,  Lieut.  V.  O.  Chase — bursting 
of  the  armored  hose  on  the  exhaust  pipe — disabled  that  turret  at  a  moment  when  it 
could  have  rendered  very  efficient  service.  The  navigating  officer,  Lieut.  Albert 
Mertz,  and  Ensign  W.  K.  Bennet,  as  signal  officer,  were  on  the  bridge  with  you. 
Gunner  H.  Campbell  had  charge  of  the  powder  division,  and  reports  that  every  man 
worked  with  cheerfulness  and  a  will.  The  carpenter,  W.  J.  Wren,  and  his  men  were 
in  charge  of  the  pumps  and  had  everything  ready.  Surg.  Henry  6.  Beyer,  assisted 
by  Pay  Clerk  W.  B.  Rogers,  acting  paymaster  of  the  vessel,  had  made  all  preparations 
for  the  care  of  the  wounded,  and  Chief  Engineer  William  C .  Eaton,  with  P.  A.  Engi- 
neer Robert  B.  Higgins,  answered  every  call  that  was  made  upon  the  engine-room 
force  for  steam.  As  far  as  possible  all  foresight  was  used  in  every  department  of  the 
ship  to  meet  every  contingency,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  the  officers  and  ship's  company  to  do  the  whole  duty 
expected  of  them  by  yourself  and  the  country. 

There  are  two  great  defects  in  this  vessel : 

(o)  The  so-called  ventilation  system,  which  is  absolutely  worthless.  It  has  never 
worked  satisfactorily  at  any  time,  and  when  in  operation  the  steam  is  lead  almost  to 
the  anchor  engine,  heating  up  two  compartments,  making  it  actually  hotter  with  the 
blowers  than  without.  In  addition,  they  seem  to  draw  the  hot  air  irom  the  fire  room 
and  are  unable  to  lift  it  off  the  berth  deck.  The  electric  fans  in  the  dynamo  com- 
partment exhaust  into  the  after  turret  chamber,  adding  foul  air  and  heat  at  a  time 
when  the  air  should  be  as  pure  and  cool  as  possible.  It  should  be  removed  and  a 
ventilating  system  put  in. 

(b)  The  second  defect  is  the  lack  of  an  armored  ammunition  tube  to  supply  the 
upper-deck  guns.  The  superstructure  perforated  with  shot  and  water  fiowing  over 
the  decks,  as  it  always  does  at  sea,  would  necessitate  the  closing  of  every  water- 
tight hatch  inside  the  superstmctnre,  shutting  off  the  supply  of  ammunition  for  the 
upper-deck  guns,  and  leaving  no  manner  of  escape  from  the  engine  and  fire  rooms 
except  through  the  turrets,  already  overcrowded  when  escape  is  made  necessary. 
Very  respectfully, 

A.  G.  Berry, 
lAeutenant-Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

Chu9.  J.  Bakclat, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy. 


l^OTB: — ^Previous  communications  of  the  following  series  begin  on 
page  359  and  end  on  page  368. 
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St.  Pieere,  Martinique,  May  12, 1898. 
Secretary  op  K"avt,  Washington: 

The  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Furor  arrived  at  Port  de  France, 
Martinique,  to-day  at  4  p.  m.,  and  afterwards  left;  destination  unknown. 
Authentic  information  from  the  French  governor.  He  has  notified  me 
not  to  depart  from  here  before  7  p.  m.,  May  12. 

Cotton. 
Note  : — A  fall  report  of  duty  performed  by  Harvard  at  Martinique 
begins  on  page  407. 


St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  12, 1898. 
Sboebtart  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Lieutenant  Kane  just  returned  from  Fort  of  France.  He  reports 
another  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  thereat.  He  arrived  there 
this  morning  and  saw  five  large  ships  hull  down  to  westward.  He 
could  not  tocover  nationality,  and  is  probably  the  Spanish  fleet. 
(Cipher  indecipherable.)  Can  obtain  nothing.  He  could  not  discover 
destination.    I  will  cable  Sampson. 

Cotton. 


St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  13, 1898. 
Seoeetart  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Am  blockaded  here  by  the  Spanish  fleet.  Am  observed  closely. 
Under  all  circumstances  of  the  case  would  not  be  judicious  to  leave 
port  at  present  moment.  The  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Terror 
remains  at  Fort  de  France,  Martinique. 

Cotton. 


St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  3Iay  13, 1898. 
Seceetary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Information  reached  me  to-day  the  Spanish  consul  protests  on 
account  of  the  presence  of  Harvard  here.  I  have  requested  authority 
to  allow  one  week  stay  to  niake  such  repairs  only  as  are  absolutely 

necessary  to  machinery . 

Cotton. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Haevaed, 

(Care  American  consul),  St.  Pierre,  Martinique : 
Vigorously  protest  against  being  forced  out  of  the  port  in  the  face  of 
superior  blockading  force,  especially  as  you  were  detained  previously 
in  the  port  by  the  French  authorities  because  Spanish  men-of-war  had 
sailed  from  another  port.  Also  state  that  United  States  Government 
will  bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the  French  Government. 
Urge  the  United  States  consul  to  protest  vigorously. 

Long. 


St.  Pieeee,  Martinique,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  French  governor  is  courteous.    Shows  no  disposition  to  force 
out  of  the  port.    He  requires  only  twenty-four  hours'  due  notice. 

Cotton. 
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St.  Piereb,  Maetinique,  May  14, 1898. 
Sboebtaey  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Time  requested  granted.  Eeady  for  sea.  Authorities  here  require 
twenty-four  hours'  notice  saOing.  Spanish  torpedo  boat  Terror  reported 
disabled  at  Fort  de  France,  Martinique. 

Cotton. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Haevaed, 

(Care  United  States  consul),  St.  Pierre,  Martinique : 
State  number,  force,  condition,  names,  Spanish  ships  blockading  you. 
Inform  at  once  the  Admiral. 

Long. 


St.  Pibeeb,  Maetinique,  May  14, 1898. 
Sboebtaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Two  Department  telegrams  of  May  13  received  today,  May  14.  1 
can  not  discover  name  of  Spanish  ships,  except  Furor  and  Terror. 
Five  large  ships  were  observed  by  Lieutenant  Kane  off  Fort  de  France, 
Martinique;  one  may  be  a  transport  or  a  collier.  The  United  States 
consul  visited  Fort  de  France,  Martinique,  on  May  13 ;  located  nothing 
definite  about  the  Spanish  fleet.  The  Spanish  fleet  has  not  been  observed 
from  St.  Pierre.  Night  signals  on  shore  May  13,  probably  to  squadron 
in  offing.  United  States  consul  protested  against  illicit  signals.  The 
French  governor  promised  prompt,  favorable  action. 

Cotton. 


St.  Thomas,  May  12, 1898. 
Sboebtaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Have  received  no  information  of  Spanish  armored  vessels.  The  Span- 
ish fleet  is  not  here.  The  United  States  fleet  in  great  need  of  repairs; 
was  seven  days  from  Havana  to  San  Juan.  If  I  can  not  obtain  informa- 
tion of  the  Spanish  squadron  by  Yale  at  St.  Thomas  I  will  leave  to-mor- 
row for  blockade,  Cuba. 

Sampson. 


St.  Piereb,  May  12, 1898. 
Secretary  Day,  Washington : 

A  Spanish  torpedo  destroyer  arrived  yesterday  afternoon.  Fort  de 
France,  Martinique.  Departed  at  night  to  the  northward.  Fleet  of 
five  war  vessels  can  be  seen  this  morning  off  the  coast,  probably 
Spanish. 


Washi  gton,  May  13, 1898. 
St.  Louis, 

(Care  United  States  consul),  St.  Thomas,  W.  I.: 
Commander  in  chief  now  off  San  Juan.    Proceed  with  all  possible 
dispatch  and  inform  him  the  Spanish  squadron  off  Martinique  early 
this  morning. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
St.  Louis, 

(Care  United  States  consul),  St.  Thomas,  W.  I.: 
Take  the  following  telegram  to  the  commander  in  chief: 

St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  11. 
The  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Furor  arrived  at  Fort  de  France,  Martinique, 
to-day  at  4  p.  m  ,  and  afterwards  left,  destination  unknown.    Authentic  information 
from  the  French  governor.    He  has  notified  me  not  to  depart  from  here  before  7  p.  m. 
May  12. 

Cotton. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Fatal  Station,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Spanish  fleet  of  five  vessels  off  Martinique  on  May  12,  morning. 
Inform  at  once  blockading  vessels. 

Long. 


Note  : — Eeports  at  length  from  the  Harvard  and  St.  Paul  covering 
scouting  duty  about  this  time  are  on  pages . 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
SCHLBT,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 
Get  ready  for  sea  immediately.    Steam  up  and  unmoored. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13,  1898. 
Schley,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.: 

Five  Spanish  war  ships  were  off  Fort  de  France,  Martinique  this 
morning,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  you  were  wired  to  be  ready  for 
sea,  as  some  movement  might  be  required  of  you. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Schley,  Fort  Monroe,  Va, : 

Direct  squadron  to  proceed  at  once  off  Charleston,  S.  0.,  taking  col- 
liers. Anchor.  Keep  in  communication  with  Department  by  vessel. 
Tou  are  thus  moved  to  be  more  near  to  reenforce  either  Sampson  or 
blockade  of  Cuba,  as  movements  of  Spanish  squadron  may  require. 
Keep  the  JVew  Orleans  at  Hampton  Eoads.  The  Department  will  send 
St.  Paul  immediately  to  cruise  Windward  Passage. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

(Care  United  States  consul)  St.  Thomas,  W.  I. : 
Flying  squadron  will  sail  to-day  for  Charleston,  S.  C,  ready  to  reen- 
force Cuba  blockade  or  Key  West,  Fla.,  if  necessary.    The  MinneajpoUs 
5898 25 
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leaves  to-day  to  watch  between  Monte  Ohristi,  Haiti,  and  Oaicos  Bank, 
Bahamas,  and  the  St.  Paul  to  watch  between  Morant  Point,  Jamaica, 
and  west  end  of  Haiti.  Yery  important  that  your  fast  cruisers  keep 
touch  Spanish  squadron. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Minneapolis,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  at  utmost  speed  to  cruise  between 
Monte  Cristi  Island,  Haiti,  and  Oaicos  Bank,  Bahamas,  to  watch  for 
the  Spanish  fleet,  which  was  off  west  coast  of  Martinique  Island,  W.  I., 
on  May  12.  If  sighted,  or  if  you  get  reliable  news,  telegraph  Sampson 
at  Key  West,  Fla.,  and  the  Department;  then  follow  the  Spanish  fleet 
and  report  their  destination.  If  you  learn  nothing  after  four  days  on 
station,  proceed  to  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti,  and  telegraph  Sampson  at 
Key  West,  Fla.,  and  the  Department.  The  St.  Paul  will  cruise  between 
Morant  Point,  Jamaica,  and  west  end  of  Haiti.  Your  orders  must  be 
kept  secret  absolutely,  even  from  your  offlcers. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
St.  Paul,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  at  utmost  speed  to  cruise  between 
Morant  Point,  Jamaica,  and  west  end  of  Haiti,  to  watch  for  Spanish 
squadron,  which  was  off  west  coast  of  Martinique  on  May  12.  If 
sighted,  or  if  you  get  reliable  news,  telegraph  Sampson  at  Key  West, 
Fla.,  and  the  Department.  The  Minneapolis  will  cruise  between  Monte 
Oristi  Island,  Haiti,  and  Oaicos  Bank,  Bahamas.  Tour  orders  must 
be  kept  secret  absolutely,  even  from  your  officers. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
Faval  Station,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

The  commander  in  chief  of  the  Forth  Atlantic  Station  near  San 
Juan,  Porto  Rico.  Flying  Squadron  will  sail  to-day  for  Oharleston, 
S.  0.,  to  reenforce  Cuban  blockade,  if  the  admiral  remains  in  the  east. 
Have  the  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh  at  Key  West  for  immediate  service 
and  full  of  ammunition.  St.  Paul  is  ordered  to  look  out  between 
Morant  Point — west  end  of  Haiti.  The  Minneapolis  look  out  between 
Moute  Oristi,  Haiti,  and  Oaicos  Bank,  Bahamas.  Send  immediately 
fast  vessel  to  notify  blockade  about  the  Spanish,  especially  on  the  south 
side  of  Ouba.  Orders  concerning  convoying  and  landing  are  suspended 
until  objective  Spanish  fleet  is  developed.    Keep  this  message  secret. 

Long. 


St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Five  vessels,  supposed  to  be  men-of-war,  observed  oflf  Fort  de  France 
May  14.    I  have  cabled  Sampson. 

OOTTON. 
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St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navt,  Washington: 

The  Spanish  torpedo  boat  Terror  remains  at  Fort  de  France.    Only 
man-of-war  observed  May  13. 

Cotton. 


"Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Commodore  Schley: 

(Transmitted  by  light-house  tender  off  Charleston,  S.  0.) 
Proceed  to  Key  West  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  on  arrival 
report  Eemey.    He  will  have  instructions. 

Long. 


St.  Thomas,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

There  are  no  tidings  of  the  Spanish  fleet. 

Wise, 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.-  Yale, 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Taxb, 

(Care  American  consul),  8t.  Thomas,  W.  I. : 
Proceed  at  once  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  or  vicinity.    Notify  the 
Admiral  Harvard  at  Martinique  Island,  West  Indies,  reports  by  tele- 
graph the  Spanish  fleet  off  west  coast  of  Martinique  on  May  12. 

Long. 


Puerto  Plata,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Is  it  true  that  the  Spanish  ships  are  at  Cadiz?    If  so,  send  San  Juan 
colliers  from  Key  West  or  elsewhere. 

Sampson. 


Puerto  Plata,  May  14, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  of  May  14  is  acknowledged.  The  United 
States  fleet  is  25  nautical  miles  from  Puerto  Plata.  Will  deliver  com- 
munication immediately. 

Fremont, 
Oommanding  Porter, 


Admiral  Sampson, 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 


Puerto  Plata,  Swnto  Domingo : 
Spanish  fleet  from  Cape  Verde  Islands  off  Cura§ao  on  May  14.    Fly- 
ing  squadron  en  route  to  Key  West,  Fla.    Proceed,  with  all  possible 
dispatch,  to  Key  West.    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  14,  1898. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

(Care  American  consul),  Gape  Haitien,  Hati : 
The  Spanish  fleet  from  Cape  Verde  oflf  Curagao  on  May  14.  Yizcaya 
and  Teresa  entered  port.  Are  reported  light  draft  and  to  leave  Curagao 
May  15.  Department  heard  from  London  10th  instant,  colliers  would 
probably  meet  them  north  coast  of  Venezuela.  Flying  squadron  sailed 
May  13  for  Key  West,  Fla. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Naval  Station,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Spanish  fleet  with  torpedo  boats  is  reported  sighted  off  Cura9ao  by 
our  consul  at  that  place  morning  May  14.  Is  probably  fleet  which  was 
at  Martinique  on  May  12.  Keep  close  lookout  for  Yucatan  Channel, 
as  the  enemy  may  round  Cape  San  Antonio,  or  enter  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico.  Keep  a  very  eflflcient  dispatch  service  to  these  lookout  ships. 
St,  Paul  probably  will  join  you  early  morning  May  17.  Enemy  may 
appear  at  a  point  on  the  south  side  of  Cuba. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Naval  Station,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

On  account  of  the  presence  of  the  Spanish  fleet  near  Curagao,  send, 
with  all  possible  dispatch,  swift  vessel  to  direct  all  excepting  smallest 
blockading  vessel  off  Cienfuegos  to  return  to  Key  West.  Warn  block- 
ading vessels  north  coast  of  Cuba,  but  do  not  remove  any  of  them. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
SiGSBEB,  St.  Paul,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.  : 

Spanish  fleet  with  torpedo  boats  is  reported  sighted  off  CuraQao  by 
our  consul  at  that  place  morning  May  14.  They  may  be  bound  through 
Windward  Passage,  Cuba,  or  to  the  south  coast  of  Cuba,  or  through 
Yucatan  Channel,  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Your  orders  May  13  revoked. 
Proceed  at  once  to  Key  West,  Fla.,  at  utmost  speed,  where  you  proba- 
bly will  be  ordered  dispatch  service  between  lookout  ships,  Yucatan 
Channel,  and  Key  West,  Fla. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Senior  American  Naval  Opfioee, 

(Care  American  consul),  St.  Thomas,  West  Lidies, 
Via  Oolon  and  Jamaica : 
Spanish  fleet  off  Curacao  on  May  14.    All  vessels  United  States  Navy 
at  St.  Thomas,  West  indies.     Proceed  at  once  to  Key  West,  Fla., 
touching  (calling)  at  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti,  to  communicate  with  the 
Department.    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  14, 1898. 
Habvaed,  St.  Pierre,  Martinique: 

Spanish  fleet  off  Ouragao  on  May  14.  Proceed  at  once  to  Key  West, 
Fla.,  toucliiug  (calling)  at  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti,  to  communicate  with 
the  Department.    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

Long. 


St.  Pibeee,  Maetiniqub,  May  15, 1898. 
Seoeetaet  op  Favy,  Washington,  D.  0. : 

Cable  of  May  14  received  May  15,    I  have  given  twenty-lour  hours' 
notice  of  sailing  required  by  French  governor.    Will  sail  May  16. 

Cotton. 


Washington,  D.  C,  May  IS,  1898. 
Haevard  (care  of  American  consul),  8t.  Pierre,  Martinique: 

The  Spanish  fleet  is  now  at  Curayao;  it  is  believed  going  to  Gulf  of 
Venezuela  to  coal.  If  practicable  and  enough  coal,  proceed  at  once, 
after  due  notice.  Get  and  keep  touch  of  Spanish  fleet,  exercising  due 
care  to  avoid  capture.  St.  Paul  and  other  United  States  naval  vessels 
will  be  sent  to  join  you.  If  unable  to  find  enemy,  communicate  by 
telegraph  nearest  station.    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

■  Long. 


Washington,  May  16, 1898. 
Captain  Cotton,  Harvard,  Martinique: 

If  you  have  a  late  order  from  Admiral  Sampson,  obey  that  rather 
than  the  Department's  order  of  the  15th. 

Long. 


St.  Pieeee,  Maetinique,  May  16, 1898. 
Seoeetaet  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  Department's  cipher  telegram  of  May  15  clearly  understood. 
Plain  cable  received;  also  cipher  telegram  from  Admiral  later  than 
Department's.  I  will  obey  latter.  Am  about  to  proceed  to  Mona  Pas- 
sage, West  Indies.    Detained  on  account  of  twenty-four  hours'  notice. 

Cotton. 


Chaeleston,  S.  C,  May  15, 1898. 
Seoeetaet  op  I^avt,  Washington: 

Squadron  arrived  to-day  except  the  Sterling,  separated  during  the 
fog  to  the  north  of  Cape  Hatteras.  She  should  arrive  to-night  or 
to-morrow  morning. 

Schley. 


Washington,  May  15, 1898. 
Supply  (care  American  consul), 

Gape  Haitien,  Haiti : 
Cruise  between  Caicos  Bank  and  Monte  Cristi  Island  until  you  fall 
in  with  MimieapoliSf  due  there  16th  or  17th,  and  transmit  to  her  com- 


390  BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

mander  following  cipher  message,  after  which  proceed  to  Key  West, 
distributing  supplies  to  blockading  squadron  en  route: 

Spanish  squadron  off  Curaf  ao  May  15.  Believed  going  to  Gulf  of  Venezuela  to 
coal.  Proceed  with  aU  possible  dispatch  to  that  vicinity ;  get  and  keep  touch  Span- 
ish fleet.  Care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  capture.  Harvard  and  St.  Paul  have  been 
ordered  upon  this  duty.  If  not  able  to  find  enemy,  communicate  by  telegraph 
nearest  station. 

Long. 


[Letter.] 


Washington,  D.  0.,  May  16, 1898. 

SiE:  Under  date  of  14th  instant  a  telegram  was  sent  you  by  the 
Department  addressed  to  Puerto  Plata,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
you  were  informed  that  the  Spanish  Oape  de  Verde  fleet  was  off 
Ouragao  on  the  14th  instant,  at  which  time  the  Vizcaya,  Teresa,  and 
one  destroyer  entered  the  port,  ostensibly  for  provisions,  etc.,  the 
Oquendo,  Colon,  and  two  destroyers  remaining  outside.  We  have 
learned  since  that  the  Vizcaya,  Teresa,  and  destroyers  took  in  500  tons 
of  coal  between  them.  The  first  two  vessels  were  reported  as  being 
"light,"  and  therefore  the  Department  infers  that  perhaps  they  have 
not  coaled  since  leaving  the  Oape  de  Verde  Islands.  It  was  further 
stated  that  they  would  leave  on  the  15th.  There  has  been  a  rumor  that 
they  received  coal  on  the  west  coast  of  Martinique,  but  that  could  not 
be  substantiated. 

On  the  10th  instant  the  Department  received  from  London  informa- 
tion that  a  quantity  of  coal  had  been  placed  in  English  ships,  and  had 
been  sent  somewhere  upon  the  north  coast  of  Venezuela  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  Spanish  squadron,  and  in  view  of  the  foregoing 
information  the  Department  considers  it  highly  probable  that  the 
Spaniards  will  attempt  to  take  in  coal  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Oura§ao,  probably  under  shelter  of  the  peninsula  of  Paragana, 
which  forms  the  eastern  side  of  the  Gulf  of  Venezuela.  A  glance  at 
the  map  will  show  that  there  is  probably  smooth  water  in  there,  shel- 
tered from  the  trade  wind  and  sea. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Department  has  thought  it  worth  while 
to  endeavor  to  get  touch  of  the  Spanish  fleet  on  the  north  coast  of 
Venezuela,  and  for  that  purpose  has  telegraphed  on  the  15th  as  follows : 

First.  To  the  Harvard  (lately  blockaded  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 
by  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  now  to  leave  on  the  evening  of  the  16th) : 

The  Spanish  fleet  is  now  at  Curasao ;  is  believed  going  to  Gulf  of  Venezuela  to 
coal.  If  practicable,  and  enough  coal,  proceed  at  once  after  due  notice,  get  and 
keep  touch  of  Spanish  fleet,  exerciging  due  care  to  avoid  capture.  jS*.  Paul  and 
other  United  States  naval  vessels  will  be  sent  to  join  you.  If  unabls  to  find  enemy, 
communicate  by  telegraph,  nearest  station .    Acknowledge  by  telegraph. 

Second.  A  telegram  has  been  sent  to  Oape  Haytien  to  be  sent  thence 
to  the  Minneapolis,  which  vessel  will  probably  arrive  on  the  16th  at  her 
appointed  cruising  grounds  between  the  Oaicos  and  Monte  Ohristi 
banks,  as  follows.  It  is  thought  that  the  Porter  has  carried  this  tele- 
gram to  the  Minneapolis,  the  Supply  having  sailed  uo  the  westward. 
To  the  ship  that  goes  in  tearoh  of  the  Mmneapolia,  lupposed  to  he  the  Supply : 

Cruise  between  Caioos  Bank  and  Monte  Christi  Island  until  you  fall  in  with  the 
Minneapolis,  due  there  16th  or  17th,  and  transmit  to  her  commander  following  cipher 
message,  aftsr  which  proceed  to  Key  West,  distributing  supplies  to  blockading 
squadron  en  route :  "  Spanish  squadron  off  Curasao  May  15,  believed  going  to  Gulf  of 
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Venezuela  to  coal.  Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  that  yicinity ;  get  and  keep 
touch  of  Spanish  fleet.  Care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  capture.  Harvard  and  St.  f'aul, 
too,  have  been  ordered  upon  this  duty.  If  not  able  to  find  enemy,  communicate  by 
telegraph  by  nearest  station." 

Third.  A.  telegram  has  been  sent  to  Commodore  Eemey  for  the  com- 
manding ofBcer  of  the  St.  Paul,  which  vessel  left  Hampton  Roads  on 
the  evening  of  the  14th  and  is  expected  to  arrive  at  Key  West  on  the 
morning  of  the  17  th,  as  follows : 

Previous  plans  for  St,  Paul  are  changed,  and  she  must  ooal  immediately  and  pro- 
ceed with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Venezaela  gulf.  South  America,  where  it  is  con- 
sidered the  Spanish  fleet  from  Cape  de  Verde  will  ooal.  She  must  find  and  keep  in 
communication  with  enemy,  exercising  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  being  oaptured. 
More  vessel*  will  be  sent  to  Join  him,  probably  the  Minneapolit  and  Harvard.  Key 
West  and  the  Department  must  be  kept  advised  of  important  movements  and  plans 
of  the  enemy. 

From  these  telegrams  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  Department  is 
endeavoring  to  assemble  three  of  our  fast  ships  near  the  Gulf  of  Vene- 
zuela for  the  purpose  of  discovering  and  keeping  touch  with  them,  and 
the  other  to  carry  news  of  the  position  of  the  Spaniards  to  you  from 
time  to  time.  By  this  means  it  is  hoped  you  will  be  afforded  some  use- 
ful information  as  to  the  notions  and  probable  intentions  of  the  enemy. 

It  would  seem  probable  that  the  enemy,  after  coaling,  may  haul  up  for 
Santiago  de  Cuba  and  the  south  side  of  the  island,  or  pass  through  the 
Yucatan  Channel  and  endeavor  to  operate  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

It  would  seem  doubtful  whether  he  would  pass  through  the  Wind- 
ward Passage  and  upon  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  or  whether  he  would 
round  Cai)e  San  Antonio  and  endeavor  to  appear  off  Havana  or  Key 
West,  as  in  either  of  the  latter  cases  he  would  be  advancing  upon  a 
superior  force ;  still,  his  passing  to  the  north  side  of  Cuba  would  appear 
to  be  within  the  possibilities,  though  if  he  feels  it  necessary  to  show 
himself  on  the  coast  of  Cuba  it  would  seem  more  probable  that  he 
would  select  Santiago  de  Cuba,  or  perhaps  Oienfuegos. 

It  would  be  difficult  for  him  to  justify  a  campaign  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  with  an  American  fleet  in  his  rear  and  free  to  act  against  him, 
and  with  the  only  two  passages  of  exit  in  all  probability  carefully 
guarded.  However  this  may  be,  you  are  of  course  alive  to  the  neces- 
sity of  watching  him  vigilantly,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  three  fast  ves- 
sels that  the  Department  has  dispatched  upon  his  track  may  afford  you 
useful  information  in  the  premises.  Tou  are  of  course  at  liberty  to 
recall  them  if  you  think  their  present  services  unnecessary,  or  you  may 
use  such  other  ships  of  your  fleet  to  cooperate  with  them  as  you  may 
think  desirable.  The  Department,  however,  strongly  hopes  that  you 
may  be  enabled  soon  to  bring  the  Spanish  squadron  to  an  engagement 
with  such  force  as  may  insure  their  capture. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing  the  following  telegram  has  been  received 
from  you: 

Auxiliary  cruisers  ordered  to  cruise  as  follows :  Tale  to  assist  St.  Paul  between 
Morant  Point,  Jamaica,  aud  Nicolas  Mole  and  Cuba;  Harvard,  Mona  Passage  and  on 
north  side  of  Porto  Eico  Island;  St.  Louie,  cutting  cable  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  and,  at 
Guantanamo,  Cuba,  then  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  then  to  St.  Thomas,  about  May  18, 
to  await  orders.  The  United  States  squadron  proceeding  at  best  speed,  7  knots,  en 
route  to  Key  West,  Fla.    I  will  arrive  early  May  19. 

SiLVPSON. 

And  the  Department  has  since  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the 
Sarvard,  at  Martinique,  but  is  not  sure  whether  it  has  been  received : 

If  you  have  a  late  order  from  Admiral  Sampson,  obey  that  rather  than  the  Depart- 
ment's order  of  the  15th. 
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The  telegram  which  conveyed  to  the  Department  the  information 
aforementioned  regarding  the  sending  of  coal  in  English  ships  to  the 
north  coast  of  Venezuela  further  stated,  "it  looks  like  a  race  for  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico."  This  remark  is  probably  not  from  a  military  source, 
and  is  surmise  only.  It  is  mentioned  here  simply  for  your  information. 
Eespectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 

P.  S. — The  last  telegram  received  concerning  the  Spanish  fleet  is  as 
follows: 

Fleet  has  mnnitions  essential  to  defense  Havana.  Orders  imperative  reach 
Havana,  Cienfnegos,  or  railroad  port  connected  Havana  at  all  hazards. 

Commodore  Remey  was  directed  to  send  you  this  immediately  by  a 
fast  vessel,  as  per  copy  of  telegram  we  sent  him  herewith: 

Sampson  dne  vicinity  of  Lobos  Key  17th,  so  send  instantly  your  fastest  vessel  to 
inform  him  that  Department  has  just  heard  that  Spanish  fleet  has  mnnitions  essen- 
tial to  defense  of  Havana,  and  the  Spanish  orders  are  imperative  to  reach  Havana, 
Cienfaegos,  or  a  railroad  port  connected  with  Havana  at  all  hazards,  and  as  Cien- 
fuegos  appears  the  only  port  fulfilling  the  conditions,  Schley,  with  Brooklyn,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Texas,  to  arrive  Key  West  morning  of  18th,  will  be  sent  to  Cienfne- 
gos as  soon  as  possible,  so  Admiral  Sampson  take  or  send  his  heavy  ships  to  Havana 
blockade. 

Eespectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 
Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Fleet, 


Oapb  Haitien,  May  16, 1898. 
Seobetaet  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Auxiliary  cruisers  ordered  to  cruise  as  follows :  Yale  to  assist  St. 
Paul  between  Morant  Point,  Jamaica,  and  Nicolas  Mole,  and  Cuba. 
Harvard,  Mona  Passage,  and  on  the  north  of  Porto  Eico  Island.  St. 
Louis,  cutting  cable  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  at  Guantanamo,  Cuba, 
then  at  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  then  to  St.  Thomas,  about  May  18,  to  await 
orders.  The  United  States  squadron  proceeding  at  best  speed,  7  knots, 
en  route  to  Key  West,  Fla.    I  will  arrive  early  May  19. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  16, 1898. 
American  Consul,  Curagao: 

Ascertain  from  Dutch  authorities  why  coal  was  given  to  the  Viecaya 
and  Teresa,  and  protest  against  any  of  the  others  being  coaled. 

Long. 


Key  West,  May  18, 1898. 
Secretary  ot"  Navy,  Washington,  B.  G.: 
Flying  squadron  has  arrived. 

Eemey. 
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Key  West,  May  18, 1898. 
Seorbtaby  of  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  B.  0. : 
Schley  will  leave  Thursday  morning,  May  19,  for  Oienfuegos  with  the 
BrooMyn  and  Massachusetts  and  the  Texas  and  two  cruisers  and  two 
torpedo  boats.    The  Iowa  will  leave  as  soon  as  coaled. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  19, 1898. 
FAVAii  Station,  Key  West,  Ma. : 

Order  St.  Paul  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Oape  Haitien, 
Haiti,  and  there  communicate.  If  he  meets  Yale,  Windward  Passage, 
Cuba,  take  Yale  with  him,  but  he  must  not  delay  in  order  to  find  her. 
Further  instructions  at  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  19, 1898. 
Minneapolis,  St.  Thomas: 

Proceed  at  once  off  Santiago  de  Cuba;  the  Spanish  fleet  reported 
there;  Schley  ordered  there;  find  Harvard  if  practicable,  she  is  some- 
where off  north  coast  of  Porto  Eico;  proceed  with  off  Santiago;  her 
orders  same  as  yours.  Keep  touch  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  commu- 
nicate occasionally. 

Long, 


Washington,  May  19, 1898. 
Sampson,  Naval  Station,  Key  West,  Fla.  : 

The  report  of  the  Spanish  fleet  being  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  might 
very  well  be  correct,  so  the  Department  strongly  advises  that  you 
send  word  immediately  by  the  Iowa  to  Schley  to  proceed  at  once  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba  with  his  whole  command,  leaving  one  small  vessel 
off  Oienfuegos,  Cuba,  and  meanwhile  the  Department  will  send  the 
Minneapolis,  now  at  St.  Thomas,  and  Harvard  to  proceed  at  once  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba  to  join  Schley,  who  should  keep  up  communications 
via  Mcolas  Mole  or  Cape  Haytien.  If  Iowa  has  gone,  send  orders 
Schley  by  your  fastest  dispatch  vessel. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
Tale  (care  American  consul). 

Gape  Haytien : 
Inform  every  vessel  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  flying  squadron  is  off 
Cienfuegos,  and  that  orders  have  been  sent  to  it  to  proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
St.  Louis  (care  American  consul). 

Mole  St.  Nicolas,  Hayti  : 
The  Spanish  fleet  arrived  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  May  19.    If  your 
coal  permits,  proceed  at  once  off  Santiago  de  Cuba;  watch  carefully, 


394  BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION. 

and  keep  in  communication  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  reporting  informa- 
tion. The  Mmneajtolis,  St.  Paul,  Harvard,  oaA.  St,  Louis  have  same 
orders. 

LONO. 


Key  West,  May  20, 1898. 
Sborbtaet  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Referring  to  the  Department's  telegram  of  May  19,  58  cipher  words, 
beginning  "verberabam,"  after  considering  information  contained 
therein  have  decided  in  favor  of  plan  already  adopted  to  hold  position, 
Oienfuegos,  with  BrooTdyn,  Massachusetts,  Texas,  Iowa,  Marblehead, 
Gastine,  Du  Pont,  and  two  auxiliary  vessels.  There  are  remaining  the 
New  Yorh,  Indiana,  and  monitors  for  Havana.  These  latter  are  very 
inefficient  and  should  not  be  sent  from  base.  I  have  directed  Schley 
to  communicate  with  auxiliary  vessels  at  Santiago,  and  direct  one  of 
them  to  report  from  Mole  or  Cape  Haytien,  then  to  return  to  Santiago 
and  report  further  at  Oienfuegos  or  Havana  as  they  consider  best.  The 
plan  may  be  changed  when  it  becomes  certain  a  Spanish  fleet  is  at 
Santiago. 

Sampson. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  21, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  I^avy,  Washington: 
Schley  has  been  ordered  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  24, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  Naval  Base),  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Till  further  orders  the  flying  squadron  is  under  your  orders,  and 
Schley  will  be  so  informed. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  24, 1898. 

SOHLEY : 

Till  further  orders  the  flying  squadron  is  under  the  orders  of  Samp- 
son, commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Long. 


Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  25, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  per  Harvard  or  Minneapolis : 
Arrived  May  21  oft  Oienfuegos.  Stood  in  this  morning,  May  22, 
within  4,000  yards  entrance.  Pound  them  busily  mining.  Oau  not 
say  whether  Spanish  fleet  in  port  or  not,  the  anchorage  not  visible 
from  entrance.  Io%oa  and  Du  Pont  arrived  to-day.  Expect  difftculty 
here  will  be  to  coal  from  colliers  in  the  constant  heavy  swell;  other 
problem  is  easy  compared  with  this  one,  so  far  from  base. 

SCHLBT. 
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Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Maij  25,  1898. 
Sbceetart  of  Navy,  Washmjion : 

Sent  by  Scliley  here  with  official  dispatches.  Left  Santiago  de  Cuba 
May  24,  Yale  and  St.  Paul.  The  Minneapolis  left  yesterday  for  Oien- 
ftiegos  to  report  Schley.  Yale  reconnoitered  Santiago  de  Cuba  May  21. 
He  reports  fortified  strongly.  Saw  nothing  in  harbor.  I  have  not  seen 
the  Spanish  fleet.  Have  not  ascertained  anything  respecting  recent 
movements  the  Spanish  fleet.  Proceed  for  coal  to  Key  West  May  26. 
I  have  only  450  tons  of  coal.  The  Minneapolis  must  coal  within  the 
next  few  days.  Yale  early  next  week.  Schley  directs  me  to  inform 
the  Department  Sampson  decided  to  have  the  command  of  Schley  sta- 
tioned off  Oienfuegos  and  his  own  off  Havana.  The  Minneapolis  recon- 
noitered San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  21.    Spanish  fleet  not  there. 

Cotton. 


Washington,  May  35, 1898. 
Habvaed,  St.  Nicolas  Mole,  Haiti: 

Proceed  at  once  and  inform  Schley,  and  also  the  senior  officer  pres- 
ent off  Santiago,  as  follows:  All  Department's  information  indicates 
Spanish  division  is  still  at  Santiago.  The  Department  looks  to  you  to 
ascertain  facts,  and  that  the  enemy,  if  therein,  does  not  leave  without 
a  decisive  action.  Cubans  familiar  with  Santiago  say  that  there  are 
landing  places  5  or  6  nautical  miles  west  from  the  mouth  of  harbor, 
and  that  there  insurgents  probably  will  be  found,  and  not  the  Span- 
ish. Prom  the  surrounding  heights  can  see  every  vessel  in  port.  As 
soon  as  ascertained,  notify  the  Department  whether  enemy  is  there. 
Could  not  squadron  and  also  the  Harvard  coal  from  Merrimao  leeward 
of  Cape  Cruz,  Gonaives  Channel  or  Mole,  Haiti?  The  Department 
will  send  coal  immediately  to  Mole.  Keport  without  delay  situation  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Long. 


[Poxtly  mutilated.] 

Key  West,  May  26, 1898. 


SEORBTAEY  IS'AVT, 
Following  transmitted  at  Schley's  request,  dated  May  24: 
"  Coaling  off  Cienfuegos  is  very  uncertain.  One  collier  not  sufficient 
for  the  work.  When  it  is  possible  to  coal,  [need]  very  greatly  two  or 
more  for  this  squadron  thoroughly  equipped  [with]  hoisting  engines, 
buckets  «  •  *  Sterling,  not  having  hoisting  engine,  could  not  be 
utilized.  Eecommend  that  she  discharge  cargo  at  Key  West.  I  would 
suggest  quality  must  be  equal  best  Pocahontas  coal.  For  this  work 
every  collier  should  carry  several  thousand  gallons  of  oil,  also  three  or 
four  compressed  cotton  bales  for  fenders.  I  have  communicated  with 
insurgents  to-day.  I  have  supplied  ammunition,  clothing,  and  dyna- 
mite. I  have  ascertained  the  Spanish  fleet  is  not  here.  I  will  move 
eastward  to  morrow.  Communicate  Mole,  Haiti.  On  account  of  want 
of  coal,  I  can  not  blockade.  The  Spanish  fleet  is  not  here  if  in  Cien. 
fuegos.    Ma/rblehead,  Vixen,  and  Eagle  arrived  to-day.    Schley." 

Ebmbt. 

Note  — The  above  diapatch  was  partly  mutilated  in  trangmisslon. 
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Washing-ton,  May  26,  1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Telegram  of  May  24  from  Schley  conveys  no  information.  What 
vessel  brought  it?  What  vessel  took  orders  from  Sampson  to  Schley  on 
night  of  May  20  or  morning  of  May  21,  directing  him  to  proceed  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  Direct  commander  of  vessel  that  brought  telegram  just 
received  to  report  intentions  of  Schley  so  far  as  known,  stating  defi- 
nitely whether  Schley  had  gone  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  or  intended  to 
go  there,  and  when. 

Long. 


Key  West,  May  27, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Favy: 

The  vessel  referred  to  is  the  Du  Pont  in  both  cases.  The  commander 
was  not  informed  of  the  intention  of  Schley.  From  a  letter  of  May 
24  I  am  informed  that  Schley  would  proceed  from  Cienfuegos  to  San- 
tiago on  May  25.  He  would  not  be  able  to  remain  off  that  port  on 
account  of  general  short  coal  supply.  Would  proceed  to  vicinity  of 
Mole,  Haiti,  to  coal  in  smooth  water. 

Eemey. 


Old  Bahama  Channel, 

Via  Key  West,  May  26,  1898. 
Secretary  op  the  IS  any,  Washington: 

Schley  ought  to  have  arrived  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  May  24.  The 
force  under  my  command  occupied  Bahama  Channel  yesterday  night, 
but  not'  having  any  information  from  Schley,  and  as  the  Spanish 
squadron  may  have  evaded  at  Santiago  and  attempted  to  reach  Havana 
by  Cape  Antonio,  I  have  moved  westward  to  provide  against  this  con- 
tingency. Will  attempt  to  cover  Havana  from  both  directions.  Will 
be,  Thursday  morning.  May  26,  in  the  west  end  of  Nicholas  Channel, 
Cuba,  where  I  expect  information  about  Schley  via  Key  West.  Move- 
ments are  hampered  greatly  by  monitors,  constituting  principally  the 
force  under  my  command.  I  can  not  detach  armored  vessels  to  guard 
army  until  movement  Spanish  squadron  is  thoroughly  known. 

Sampson. 


Off  Cuba,  May  26  (Key  West,  Fla.,  May  27, 1898). 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Have  received  information  from  Schley,  via  Cape  San  Antonio,  the 
date  of  May  23,  stating:  "Am  not  satisfied  the  Spanish  squadron  is  not 
in  [at]  Cienfuegos,  Cuba."  He  has  no  apparent  good  reasons  for  his 
opinion  and  states  he  shall  remain  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  keeping  a 
squadron  all  ready  [for]  emergency.  He  reports  Adula  entered  into 
Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  23;  learned  probably  from  her,  as  she  left,  if 
the  Spanish  squadron  was  in  port.  Think  that  he  has  gone,  probably, 
to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  To  assure  this,  I  send  Wasp  to  Cienfuepos,  Cuba, 
to-night.  If  he  has  not  left  this  will  enable  him  to  reach  Santiago  de 
Cuba  before  I  could  do  so. 

Sampson. 
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"Washington,  Mcuy  2?,  1898. 
Cable  Office,  Mole  St.  Mcholas,  Haiti: 

Deliver  following  next  American  war  vessel  to  arrive:  Proceed  imme- 
diately and  deliver  following  to  Schley :  The  most  absolutely  urgent 
thing  now  is  to  know  positively  whether  the  Spanish  division  is  in  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  harbor,  as,  if  so,  immediate  movement  against  it  and  the 
town  will  be  made  by  the  Navy  and  division  of  about  10,000  United 
States  troops,  which  are  ready  to  embark.  You  must  surmount  diffi- 
culties regarding  coaling  by  your  own  ingenuity  and  perseverance. 
This  is  a  crucial  time,  and  the  Department  relies  upon  you  to  give 
quickly  information  as  to  Cervera's  presence  and  to  be  all  ready  for  con- 
certed action  with  the  army.  Two  colliers  have  been  ordered  to  St. 
Mcholas  Mole,  and  your  ships  might  coal  singly  there,  or  in  Gonaives 
Channel,  or  to  leeward  of  Cape  Cruz.  Sampson  will  convoy  the  army 
transports,probablycomingaroundby  the  Windward  Passage.  Yankee 
will  join  you  and  the  Minneapolis  will  go  north.  Cervera  must  not  be 
allowed  to  escape. 

Long. 


Kingston,  May  28, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Natt,  Washington: 

The  receipt  of  telegram  of  May  26*  is  acknowledged.  Delivered  by 
Harvard  off  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Merrimao  engines  disabled;  is  heavy; 
am  obliged  to  have  towed  to  Key  West.  Have  been  unable  absolutely 
to  coal  the  Texas,  Marblehead,  Vixen,  BrooMyn  from  collier,  all  owing 
to  very  rough  sea.  Bad  weather  since  leaving  Key  West.  The  BrooMyn 
alone  has  more  than  sufficient  coal  to  proceed  to  Key  West;  can  not 
remain  off'  Santiago  present  state  squadron  coal  account.  Impossible 
to  coal  leeward  Cape  Cruz  in  the  summer,  all  owing  to  southwesterly 
winds.  i?ar«ar(Z  reports  coal  sufficient  for  Jamaica;  leaves  to-day  for 
Kingston ;  reports  only  small  vessels  could  coal  at  Gonaives  or  Mole. 
Minneapolis  only  coaled  for  Key  West ;  also  Tale,  which  tows  Merrimao. 
Much  to  be  regretted,  can  not  obey  orders  of  Department.  Have 
striven  earnestly;  forced  to  proceed  for  coal  to  Key  West  by  way  of 
Yucatan  passage.  Can  not  ascertain  anything  respecting  enemy  posi- 
tive. Obliged  to  send  Uagle — admitted  no  delay — to  Port  Antonio, 
Jamaica;  had  only  25  tons  of  coal.  Will  leave  St.  Paul  oft'  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  Will  require  10,000  tons  of  coal  at  Key  West.  Very  diffi- 
cult to  tow  collier  to  get  cable  to  hold. 

Schley. 

This  telegram  repeated  to  Admiral  Sampson  at  Key  West,  May  29. 


Washington,  May  28, 1898. 
Haevard,  care  American  Consul,  Kingston,  Jamaica: 

Following  must  be  delivered  to  Schley  as  soon  as  possible;  utmost 
urgency.  Unless  it  is  unsafe  for  your  squadron  Department  wishes 
you  to  remain  off  Santiago,  so  can  not  you  take  possession  of  Guan- 
tanamo,  occupy  as  a  coaling  station?  If  you  must  leave,  are  authorized 
to  sink  collier  in  the  mouth  of  harbor  if  you  can  obstruct  thereby,  but 
if  not  so  used  and  not  necessary  to  you,  it  would  be  desirable  to  leave 

*Thia  probably  refers  to  the  seventh  preceding  telegram,  dated  Washington,  May 
25,  but  probably  received  at  Mole  on  May  26.     See  Harvard's  report,  page  406,  top. 
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her  Nicholas  Mole  or  vicinity.  You  must  not  leave  the  vicinity  of  San 
tiago  de  Cnba  unless  it  is  unsafe  your  squadron,  or  unless  Spanish 
division  is  not  there. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  28, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 

Schley  telegraphs  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  he  must  go  to  Key  West 
with  his  squadron  for  coal,  though  he  has  4,000  tons  of  coal  with  him 
in  a  broken-down  collier.  How  soon  after  arrival  of  Schley  at  Key 
West  could  you  reach  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  New  TorJc  and  Oregon, 
the  Indiana,  and  some  lighter  vessels,  and  how  long  could  you  blockade 
there,  sending  your  vessels  singly  to  coal  from  our  colliers  at  G-onaives 
Channel,  Mole,  Haiti,  Porto  Mpe,  Cuba,  or  elsewhere?  There  is  one 
collier  en  route  to  Mole,  Haiti,  from  Norfolk,  and  another  has  been 
ordered  there  from  Key  West,  and  others  will  be  sent  immediately. 
Consider  if  you  could  seize  Guantanamo  and  occupy  as  a  coaling  sta- 
tion. Schley  has  not  ascertained  whether  the  Spanish  division  is  at 
Santiago  de  Cuba.    All  information  here  seems  to  show  that  it  is  there. 

Long. 


Key  West,  May  38, 1898. 
Seceetaet  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Received  yesterday,  2  p.  m.,  copy  of  dispatch  from  Schley,  dated  May 
24,  to  the  Department  regarding  his  movements.  I  sent  immediately 
the  New  Orleans  to  convoy  Sterling  through  Bahama  Channel,  and  then, 
leaving  collier,  proceed  at  once  to  Santiago,  and  to  order  Schley  to 
blockade  the  Spanish  squadron  at  all  hazards  and  to  take  every  nec- 
essary measure  to  prevent  egress.  I  shall  send  immediately  another 
collier.  I  have  advised  Schley  use  as  a  coaling  station  Spanish- Ameri- 
can Iron  Company  property.  Notwithstanding  apparent  uncertainty 
Schley  movements,  I  believe  the  Spanish  squadron  still  in  port,  and 
came  here  immediately  to  be  in  better  communication  Schley.  To  Mole, 
Haiti,  same  orders  sent  by  New  Orleans,  hoping  to  reach  him  earlier. 
He  has  sufficient  coal  aboard,  undoubtedly,  to  keep  sea  for  sometime,  as 
all  except  the  Iowa  left  here  full.  My  orders  sent  by  the  New  Orleans 
included  sinking  Sterling  across  entrance  to  Santiago.  Channel  is  only 
30  feet  wide,  and  if  this  should  be  done  properly  wiU  close  the  port. 
The  details  of  the  operation  were  left  to  him  with  verbal  explanation 
through  the  commander  of  the  New  Orleans  of  my  own  views.  For  this 
reason  additional  coal  has  been  sent.  The  importance  of  absolutely 
preventing  departure  of  Spanish  squadron  of  paramount  importance, 
and  demands  the  most  prompt  and  efficient  use  of  every  means. 

Sampson. 


Poet  Antonio,  May  39, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  op  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  0.  : 

OoUier  now  has  been  repairing  temporarily,  and  able  to  make  6  or  7 
knots  per  hour.  I  shall  endeavor  to  coal  the  Marblehead  and  Texas  in 
open  sea  and  retain  position  off  Santiago  until  coal  supply  of  larger 
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vessels  is  reduced  to  lowest  safe  limit.  Will  then  go  to  Gonaives, 
Haiti,  or  coast,  or  near  Port  an  Prince  to  coal.  A  good  opportunity 
occurilng  yesterday  the  Marblehead  and  Texas  took  a  quantity  of  coal, 
about  *  *  *  off  Santiago,  which  enables  me  to  hold  that  place 
until  coal  has  been  reduced  so  much  as  to  force  me  over  to  Haiti  to 
replenish.  Two  more  colliers,  well  equipped,  to  report  at  Gonaives, 
Haiti,  urgently  needed  to  coal  hastily  all  vessels  when  chance  occurs. 
Keed  another  auxiliary  for  picket  duty  and  communications.  I  send 
the  Minneapolis  and  the  Tale  to  Key  West.  The  8t.  Paul  off  Santiago 
still.  Eepair  of  the  Merrimao  machinery  completing  by  the  Brooklyn. 
St.  Paul,  on  May  26,  captured  British  collier  bound  in  with  coal,  evi- 
dently for  fleet,  collier  having  touched  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  and 
Curaago. 

Schley. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  29, 1898. 
Sbceetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Answer  telegram  beginning  "Gozais."*  Answering  first  question, 
three  days.  I  can  blockade  indefinitely;  think  that  I  can  occupy 
Guantanamo.  Would  like  to  start  at  once  with  New  Yorlc  and  Oregon, 
arriving  in  two  days.  Do  not  quite  understand  as  to  the  necessity  of 
awaiting  arrival  of  Schley,  but  I  would  propose  meeting  and  turning 
back  the  principal  part  of  the  force  under  his  command  if  he  has  left. 
Try  to  hold  by  telegraph.  Watson  will  be  in  charge  of  everything 
afloat.    Does  the  Department  approve  proposed  action? 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 

Tour  telegram  May  29  received.  Department  thinks  it  very  desira- 
ble that  you  carry  out  recommendation  to  go  yourself  with  two  ships  to 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  Act  at  your  discretion  with  the  object  of  blockad- 
ing Spanish  division  soon  as  possible.  Captain  Goodrich  reports 
Guantanamo  very  weak ;  the  seizure  of,  immediately,  is  recommended. 

LONG^ 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  29, 1898. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Eeferring  to  my  telegram  of  this  day,  1 50  cipher  words  (Misionar  Jigui- 
late),  I  urge  immediately  reply  to  my  last  paragraph.  The  failure  of 
Schley  to  continue  blockade  must  be  remedied  at  once  if  possible. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  of  presence  of  Spanish  division  at  Santiago. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
SOELEY,  Mole,  Haiti: 

(Also  sent  to  Port  Antonio  and  to  Kingston,  Jamaica.) 
It  is  your  duty  to  ascertain  immediately  if  the  Spanish  fleet  is  in 
Santiago  and  report.    Would  be  discreditable  to  the  Navy  if  that  fact 
were  not  ascertained  immediately.    All  military  and  naval  movements 
depend  upon  that  point. 

Long. 

•Third  telegram  preceding.  t  Second  telegram  preceding. 
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Mole  St.  Nicholas,  via  Haiti. 
Secbbtaet  of  Navt,  Washington: 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  29, 10  a.  m.  Enemy  in  port.  Becog- 
nized  Cristobal  Colon,  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  and  two  torpedo-boat 
destroyers  moored  inside  Morro,  behind  point.  Doubtless  the  others 
are  here.  I  have  not  sufflcient  coal.  Making  every  effort  to  get  coal 
in.  Vixen  has  blown  out  manhole  gasket.  I  have  sent  boiler  makers 
on  board  to  repair.  Collier  repaired,  machinery  being  put  together. 
Have  about  3,000  tons  of  coal  in  collier,  but  not  easy  to  get  aboard 
here.  If  there  is  no  engagement  in  next  two  or  three  days,  Sampson's 
squadron  could  relieve  this  one  to  coal  at  Gonaives  or  Port  an  Prince. 
Hasten  me  dispatch  vessels  for  picket  work.  The  BrooMyn,  Iowa, 
Texas,  Massachusetts,  Marblehead,  Vixen,  and  collier  compose  squadron 
here.    I  am  sending  St.  Paul  to  communicate  with  Sampson. 

Schley. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Schley  has  seen  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Santiago.    Further  communica- 
tion will  follow  shortly. 

Long. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  39, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Favy,  Washington: 

Telegram  just  received  from  Schley  shows  that  he  is  to  day  block- 
ading Santiago  de  Cuba  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  coal  supply 
has  been  reduced  to  safe  limit  for  large  ships.  Yesterday  St.  Paul  cap- 
tured collier  bound  to  Santiago  de  Cuba;  cargo  of  coal.  The  Indiana, 
Minneapolis,  and  the  Tale  will  arrive  at  Key  West  for  coal.  The  Wew 
Torh  is  ready  to  start  for  Santiago  as  soon  as  authorized  to  do  so  by 
the  Department. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Schley  has  seen  and  recognized  two  armored  cruisers  and  two  torpedo- 
boat  destroyers,  the  Spanish  division  at  Santiago.  Proceed  with  all 
possible  dispatch  to  Santiago  with  J^ew  York  and  the  Oregon,  and  such 
other  vessels  as  you  may  desire.  Leave  orders  concerning  army  con- 
voy, the  senior  officer  present.  The  Spanish  torpedo  boat  destroyer 
reported  at  San  Juan  damaged. 

(Duplicate  sent  May  30  to  Sampson,  Mole,  Haiti.  First  cijjher  word 
in  this  telegram  "Gozais." 

Long. 


Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Captain  Goodeioh,  U.  8.  8.  St.  Louis,  Pier  14,  Wew  Yorlc  City: 

Schley  has  seen  and  recognized  two  armored  cruisers  and  two  deep- 
sea  torpedo  vessels,  Spanish  division  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Hasten 
departure  of  8t,  Louis,  and  inform  Department  earliest  n  oment  you 
can  leave. 

Long. 
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Washington,  May  29, 1898. 
Cotton,  U.  8.  8.  Harvard,  Kingston,  Jamaica: 

Eeturn  to  Schley  with  tliis  message:  Hold  on  at  all  hazards.  New 
Yorh,  Oregon,  and  Netv  Orleans  are  on  the  way.  St.  Louis  and  Yankee 
just  leaving  New  York  for  Santiago,  via  Nicholas  Mole.  Two  more  col- 
liers en  route.    Torpedo-boat  destroyer  at  San  Juan  said  to  be  damaged. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  30,  1898. 
Harvard,  Kingston,  Jamaica: 

Deliver  Schley  following:  Where  are  the  other  two  armored  cruisers, 
Spanish  fleet?  When  discovered,  please  report  promptly.  Com- 
mander in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station  has  started  to  join  you. 

Long 


Washington,  May  30, 1898. 
Harvard,  Kingston,  Jamaica: 

Deliver  following  to  Schley:  Sagua,  25  miles  east  of  Santiago,  is 
reported  a  good  place  for  landing,  and  that  the  insurgents  have  entire 
possession  of  this  vicinity,  and  some  horses  of  their  cavalry  are  kept 
about  a  mile  inland.  From  thence  it  has  been  reported  easy  to  reach 
the  heights  in  the  rear  of  Santiago,  commanding  view  of  the  whole 
harbor,  without  any  probability  of  meeting  with  the  Spanish  forces. 
For  miles  the  road  is  mountainous,  and  after  this  very  fair. 

Long. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  May  30, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Sampson  left  about  11  last  night  with  New  Yorlc  and  Farter.  Directed 
me,  through  Lientenant  Staunton,  to  repeat  telegram  to  Mole,  Haiti. 
He  gave  me  no  other  information.    I  did  not  see  Sam^json. 

Eemet.. 


Washington,  May  31, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  cable  oflQce), 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti: 
It  is  essential  to  know  if  all  of  four  S])auish  armored  cruisers  in  San- 
tiago, as  our  military  expedition  must  wait  for  this  information.    Eeport 
as  soou  as  possible. 

Long. 


Port  Antonio,  May  31,  1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

The  New  Orleans  and  Sterling  arrived.  Send  picket  boats  as  early  as 
practicable.  I  need  them  very  badly.  Have  seen  one  more  vessel  of 
the  Vizcaya  class  in  port.  Smooth  sea  now.  I  am  coaling  the  Iowa 
and  the  Broohlyn. 

Schley. 
5898 26 
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Mole  St.  Nicholas,  June  1, 1898. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

I  will  arrive  at  Santiago  Wednesday,  4  a.  m.,  June  1,  with  New  YorTc 
and  the  Oregon,  the  Mayflower  and  the  Porter.  Met  St.  Paul  and  Yale 
last  night.  Have  sent  St.  Paul  to  New  York,  Yale  to  Hampton  Eoads, 
for  coal.  Tou  make  preparations  for  coaling  at  once.  I  will  telegraph 
situation  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  upon  my  arrival  there. 

Sampson. 


Mole,  Haiti,  June  4, 1898. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

OS  Santiago,  June  3. — Some  observations  made  to-day  by  a  reliable 
Cuban,  in  accordance  with  my  instructions,  made  four  armored  vessels 
and  two  torpedo  destroyers  at  Santiago.  At  that  time  repairs  and 
more  coal  needed  by  them. 

Sampson. 


117822. 

Flying  Squadron,  TT.  S.  Flagship  Brooklyn, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  30,  1898. 
SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  squadron  sailed  from  Key 
West  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  instant  for  Oienfuegos,  Cuba,  in  obe- 
dience to  orders  from  Rear- Admiral  Sampson.  In  company  with  the 
flagship  were  the  Massachusetts,  Texas,  and  Scorpion.  En  route,  passed 
the  Marblehead,  Nashville,  and  Wasp,  communicating  with  the  last- 
named  vessel.  Off  Cape  San  Antonio  communicated  with  the  Cincin- 
nati and  Vesuvius,  scouting. 

2.  On  the  morning  of  the  22d  instant  the  squadron  stood  in  for  the 
entrance  of  Cienfuegos  Harbor  to  reconnoiter,  and  later  in  the  day 
passed  the  entrance  twice  close  in.  As  I  had  heard  the  firing  of  guns 
on  the  previous  afternoon  in  the  direction  of  the  port,  and  as  there  was 
considerable  smoke  observed  in  the  harbor,  I  was  led  to  believe  that 
the  Spanish  squadron  might  have  arrived  there.  That  day  the  Dupont 
joined  me  with  dispatches  from  Admiral  Sampson,  directing  that  the 
blockade  of  Cienfuegos  be  preserved  and  that  the  Scorpion  be  sent  to 
communicate  with  the  Minneapolis  and  Harvard,  off  Santiago.  Also 
on  this  day  the  Iowa  joined  the  squadron. 

3.  A  line  of  blockade  was  established  about  4  miles  offshore,  and  at 
night  an  inshore  line  was  maintained,  consisting  variously  of  the  Scor- 
pion, Dupont,  and  Oastine,  the  last-named  vessel  arriving  on  the  23d, 
convoying  the  Merrimac. 

4.  Also,  on  the  23d  instant,  the  Hawlc  arrived  with  dispatches  from 
Admiral  Sampson,  directing  me  to  move  eastward  with  the  squadron 
to  Santiago,  if  satisfied  that  the  enemy's  vessels  were  not  in  Cienfuegos. 
Not  being  satisfied  at  this  time  that  they  were  not  there,  I  held  my 
position,  being  further  strengthened  in  my  opinion  by  the  fact  that  I 
was  informed  by  the  captain  of  the  British  steamer  Adula,  that  when 
he  left  Kingston  a  cablegram  had  been  received,  on  the  Thursday  pre- 
ceding my  arrival  off  Cienfuegos,  stating  that  the  Spanish  squadron 
had  sailed  from  Santiago. 

5.  The  Iowa,  Oastine,  and  Dupont  took  coal  from  the  collier  on  that 
day,  the  Iowa  particularly  needing  coal,  as  she  had  sailed  from  Key 
West  to  join  this  squadron  before  completely  coaling,  and  consequently 
was  considerably  short. 

6.  On  the  24th  instant  the  Marblehead,  Vixen,  and  Eagle  joined  the 
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squadron^  and  the  Marhlehend  and  Eagle  ^vere  immerliately  sent  to  com- 
municate with  the  insurgents  to  the  westward  of  Gienfuegos,  and  to 
furnish  them  with  ammunition,  clothing,  and  dynamite.  Upon  Com- 
mander McCalla's  return^  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  he  reported  to 
me  that  he  had  obtained  information  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  not 
iu  Gienfuegos.  Dispatches  were  at  once  sent  by  the  Dupont  to  Admiral 
Sampson  and  to  Commdore  Remey  for  the  Department  indicating  that 
this  squadron  would  move  toward  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

7.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  coaling  the  Texas,  on 
account  of  her  projecting  sponsons,  in  any  seaway  whatever,  and  only 
under  the  most  favorable  conditions  can  she  go  alongside  a  collier.  In 
anything  more  unfavorable  than  absolutely  smooth  water  there  is  great 
danger  of  injury  either  to  the  Texas  herself  or  to  the  collier.  In  this 
connection  the  advantage  of  a  tumblehoine  to  the  side  is  very  marked, 
insuring  great  freedom  Irom  accidents  due  to  projections  on  the  ship's 
side. 

8.  After  dark  on  the  evening  of  the  24th,  the  squadron  stood  to  sea, 
to  the  eastward,  with  the  Brooklyn,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  the  Texas 
in  column  natural  order;  the  Marhlehead,  Vixen,  and  Eagle  on  the  outer 
flank  and  the  collier  inshore  of  the  battle  ships.  The  Gastine  was  left 
at  Gienfuegos  to  notify  the  Scorpion  on  her  return,  should  she  not  be 
sighted  by  us,  to  proceed  to  Key  West  in  company. 

9.  The  run  to  Santiago  was  marked  by  rain  and  rough  weather  to 
such  an  extent  that  the  Eagle  was  unable  to  keep  up  a  speed  of  7.5  to 
8.5  knots  and  fell  behind  so  much  as  to  seriously  delay  the  squadron, 
which  was  forced  to  slow  to  a  speed  of  from  4  to  5  knots  for  her  to 
regain  and  hold  her  position.  As  this  rough  head  sea  continued  with 
no  apparent  prospect  of  abating,  and  as  the  Eagle's  coal  supply  was 
becoming  dangerously  low,  she  was  sent  to  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica,  for 
coal,  with  directions  to  make  the  best  of  her  way  back  to  Key  West. 

10.  On  arriving  off  Santiago  de  Guba,  the  collier  Merrimac  was  dis- 
abled by  the  breaking  of  her  intermediate  pressure  valve  stem  and  the 
cracking  of  the  stuffing  box.  This  served  as  a  further  embarrassment 
to  the  squadron  and  a  source  of  considerable  anxiety,  as,  with  the 
weather  conditions  that  had  prevailed  since  leaving  Gienfuegos,  it 
appeared  absolutely  necessary  to  abandon  the  position  off  Santiago 
and  seek  a  place  where  the  vessels  could  fee  coaled  and  the  collier's 
machinery  repaired. 

11.  Off  Santiago  the  St.  Paul,  Yale,  and  Minneapolis  were  sighted  and 
communicated  with.  The  Minneapolis  reported  that  she  only  had  suffi- 
cient coal  to  reach  Key  West,  and  that  her  machinery  was  in  bad  con- 
dition. The  coal  supply  of  the  other  two  scouts  was  also  much  reduced. 
Arrangements  were  at  once  made  whereby  the  Yale  was  to  tow  the  col- 
lier, and,  as  the  prospect  did  not  seem  favorable  for  replenishing  the 
meager  coal  supply  of  the  other  vessels,  the  squadron  stood  to  the  west- 
ward, towing  the  collier.  The  operation  of  taking  the  collier  in  tow 
proved  to  be  quite  difficult,  owing  to  the  size  and  weight  of  the  two  ships 
and  the  repeated  parting  of  the  tow  lines.  Finally,  however,  after 
twenty-four  hours'  unremitting  exertions,  the  collier's  chain  cable  was 
gotten  to  the  Yale  and  the  squadron  proceeded.  The  St.  Paul  was 
ordered  to  remain  off  Santiago  until  her  coal  supply  would  no  longer 
permit  of  further  delay. 

12.  After  standing  to  the  westward  for  about  three  hours,  or  about  25 
miles,  the  conditions  became  less  unfavorable  and  the  squadron  stopped. 
The  Texas  and  Marblehead  were  sent  alongside  the  collier,  whose  injury 
had  been  temporarily  repaired,  and  coaled  during  the  night. 
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13.  Inasmuch  as  it  was  known  tliat,  in  case  the  Spanish  squadron 
naa  reached  Santiago,  Admiral  Sampson  was  able  to  block  any  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  through  the  Bahama  Channel,  my  iutentiou  iu  stand- 
ing to  the  westward  was,  should  it  become  necessary,  to  bar  any  effort 
''^^^l^nemy  to  reach  Havana  by  a  dash  through  the.Yucatan  Passage. 

14.  On  the  28th  instant  continued  coaling  the  Texas  and  Marblehead, 
and  later  the  Vixen.  In  the  afternoon,  having  managed  to  get  sufficient 
coal  into  these  vessels  to  enable  them  to  remain  with  the  squadron, 
shaped  course  for  Santiago,  off  which  port  we  arrived  about  dusk. 
Established  an  inner  picket  line  consisting  of  the  Vixen  and  Marblehead, 
the  remainder  of  the  squadron  lying  to  off  the  entrance  of  the  port, 
about  4  to  5  miles  out. 

15.  The  next  morning,  29th  instant,  steamed  in  to  examine  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  sighted  the  Cristobal  Colon  apparently 
moored,  head  and  stern,  across  the  western  channel  around  Cay  Smith; 
also  one  of  the  vessels  of  the  Vizcaya  or  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  class 
moored  in  the  eastern  channel,  and  two  small  torpedo  boats.  Later  in 
the  day  made  out  the  military  tops  of  a  third  vessel  farther  up  the 
harbor. 

16.  A  close  blockade  of  the  harbor  has  been  maintained,  and  no  ves- 
sels have  entered  or  left  since  our  arrival.  Yesterday  morning  H.  M.  S. 
Indefatigable  came  up  to  the  line  of  blockade  and  made  signal  "  Request 
permission  to  communicate  with  the  commodore,"  which  was  of  course 
granted.  A  boarding  officer  came  on  board  the  flagship  with  a  letter 
from  the  commanding  officer,  Capt.  L.  A.  Primrose,  requesting  per- 
mission for  his  vessel  to  pass  the  line  of  blockade  in  order  to  communi- 
cate with  H.  M.  consul  at  this  port.  My  reply  was  that  there  could  not 
be  the  slightest  objection  to  his  doing  so.  Instead,  however,  of  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  permission  the  Indefatigable  at  once  steamed  off  in 
the  direction  from  whence  she  came,  signalling  "No  harm  done  for 
courtesy."  It  may  have  been  that  his  learning  that  the  Spanish  fleet 
was  in  this  port  was  of  more  importance  than  H.  M.  consul,  and  he  may 
have  desired  flrst  to  communicate  with  his  Government  from  Jamaica. 

17.  On  the  30th  instant  the  J^ew  Orleans  arrived,  convoying  the  collier 
Sterling. 

18.  Concerning  the  coaling  of  a  large  fleet  of  vessels  I  would  partic- 
ularly call  the  Department's  attention  to  the  necessity  for  heavy  bags 
holding  about  800  pounds,  in  addition  to  buckets,  which  have  not 
proved  of  much  use.  They  should  also  be  provided  with  at  least  6 
cotton  bales  or  heavy  wooden  camels  6  to  8  feet  broad  to  be  used  as 
fenders  to  take  the  thrust  of  the  ships  and,  to  permit  coaling  in  rougher 
weather  than  is  now  possible  with  the  means  at  our  disposal.  At 
present  we  are  coaling  on  all  favorable  occasions  iu  plain  sight  of  the 
enemy's  fleet. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Schley, 
Oommodore,  U.  S.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief  Flying  Squadron. 


11840X 

■      [Report  of  doliveiT  of  Department's  dispatches  to  Commodore  Schley.] 

-«T.  17 1  U.  S.  S.  Haevard, 

''  Af  Sea,Lat.24°  16'  N.,Long.740  3(1'  W.,  June  4, 1898. 

SiE-  My  letter  No.  9,  of  May  13  ultimo,*  from  St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 
informed  the  Department  of  the  movements  of  this  vessel  and  of  all 
matters  of  importance  occurring  to  the  morning  of  that  date;  and  since 

*  Page  407. 
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then  I  have,  by  cipher  cablegrams,  communicated  to  the  Department 
all  iuformatiou  of  importance  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge  when 
acting  singly  or  as  senior  officer. 

On  May  14  I  cabled  to  the  Department  that  the  time  requested  by 
me  for  repairs  to  our  engines  had  been  granted;  and  also  that  the  gov- 
ernor was  courteous  and  had  shown  no  disposition  to  force  this  ship  to 
sea;  nor  had  he  at  any  time  placed  any  limit  upon  the  length  of  our 
stay  at  St.  Pierre,  although  there  was  strong  ground  for  the  presump- 
tion that  the  Spanish  consul  might  protest  vigorously  against  our  con- 
tinued presence  there.  I  was,  however,  unable  to  learn  whether  he  did 
so  or  not.  If  he  did,  no  action  apparently  was  taken  by  the  French 
authorities. 

On  May  15,  at  8  a.  m.,  I  received  the  Department's  dispatch  inform- 
ing me  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  reported  to  be  at  Oura9ao  May 
14,  and  ordering  me  to  proceed  to  Key  West  via  Cape  Haitien.  I  at 
once  wrote  to  our  consul  requesting  him  to  notify  the  governor  that 
the  repairs  to  our  engines,  not  having  required  as  long  a  time  as  was 
anticipated,  were  completed,  and  that  I  proposed  to  sail  on  the  fore- 
noon of  the  next  day,  May  16.  The  governor  acquiesced  in  my  purpose, 
setting  the  hour  at  11  a.  m.  I  was,  however,  unable  to  sail  on  that  day, 
being  detained  until  6.80  p.  m.  by  the  receipt  and  translation  of  several 
cipher  cablegrams  from  the  Department  and  from  Admiral  Sampson, 
and  by  the  preparation  of  cable  dispatches  to  send  in  reply  thereto. 
I  had  meantime  given  the  consul  notice  of  my  unavoidable  detention 
beyond  the  hour  set  by  the  governor,  and  that  I  would  sail  on  the  17th 
at  noon,  to  which  the  governor  agreed,  and  I  accordingly  left  St.  Pierre 
at  that  hour  for  Porto  Rico. 

I  have  seen  in  some  of  the  New  York  papers  references  to  alleged 
delay  in  the  cable  offices  at  St.  Pierre  in  handling  cablegrams  to  and 
from  this  ship  while  we  were  there.  As  to  that,  I  can  only  say  that  I 
have  no  knowledge,  personal  or  otherwise,  of  any  delay,  certainly  not 
in  the  delivery  of  messages  to  this  ship,  and  there  seems  to  be  good 
ground  to  believe  that  my  messages  were  sent  as  soon  as  possible  after 
their  receipt  at  the  cable  office.  The  employees  of  both  the  English 
and  the  French  cable  conopanies  were  most  courteous,  and  gave  ample 
evidence  of  their  desire  to  be  attentive  and  prompt  in  all  our  dealings 
with  them.  The  chief  operator  in  the  French  cable  office  was  called 
upon  by  the  main  office  in  Paris  to  explain  his  action  in  stating  to  the 
United  States  consul  and  myself  that  our  dispatches  would  be  delayed 
twenty -four  hours  in  transmission.  He  made  no  such  statement  as  that, 
nor  any  similar  one,  to  either  of  us,  and  we  so  stated  to  him. 

My  orders  by  cable  from  Admiral  Sampson,  received  at  1.30  p.  m.,  May 
16,  and  confirmed  by  the  Department  in  a  plain  message  received  at 
the  same  time,  were  to  cruise  in  the  Mona  Passage  and  on  the  north 
side  of  Porto  Eico.  I  arrived  in  the  Passage  on  the  evening  of  May  18, 
and  spoke  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Minneapolis,  off  Mona  Island.  I  cruised  as 
directed  until  the  afternoon  of  May  21,  when  I  again  fell  in  with  the 
Minneapolis  in  Mona  Passage,  bound  from  St.  Thomas  to  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  Her  commanding  officer.  Captain  Jewell,  delivered  to  me  a 
copy  of  a  cipher  cablegram  received  by  him  the  previous  day  at  St. 
Thomas  from  the  Department,  directing  the  Minneapolis  and  this  ship 
to  cruiseoff  Santiago  de  Cuba;  whither  we  at  once  proceeded  in  com- 
pany, arriving  there  on  the  morning  of  May  23,  where  we  found  the 
U.  S.  S.  Yale  and  St.  Paul. 

At  5.30  a.  m.,  May  24, 1  received  by  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Scorpion,  Lieut.  Com- 
mander Adolf  Marix,  U.  S.  N.,  commanding,  an  order  from  Commodore 
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W.  S.  Schley,  TJ.  S.  IST.,  then  off  Cienfuegos,  to  proceed  at  once  to  St. 
Nicolas  Mole  with  dispatches.  As  soon  as  I  could  commmticate  with 
Captain.  Wise,  U.S.  N.,  commanding  the  Yale,  and  who  would  be  left 
as  senior  officer  off'  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  left  for  St.  Nicolas  Mole,  arriv- 
ing there  on  the  morning  of  May  25,  where  I  sent  cipher  cablegrams  to, 
and  received  them  from,  the  Department,  the  last  one,  received  at  8.30 
a.  m..  May  26,  being  an  important  one  for  the  information  of  Commodore 
Schley.  After  the  translation  of  the  latter  and  the  preparation  of  two 
cipher  dispatches,  one  to  the  Department  and  one  to  Admiral  Sampson, 
I  left  St.  Mcolas  Mole  and  returned  to  oft"  Santiago  de  Cuba,  reaching 
there  on  the  morning  of  May  27,  where  I  found  Commodore  Schley  with 
his  squadron,  and  to  whom  I  delivered  the  dispatches  received  by  me 
for  him. 

The  Harvard  being  short  of  coal,  not  having  sufficient  to  steam  to 
Key  West,  Commodore  Schley  authorized  me  to  go  to  King'ston, 
Jamaica,  to  procure  it  and  fresh  water  for  the  boilers.  I  accordingly 
left  the  fleet  at  noon.  May  27,  and  arrived  at  Kingston  at  9  a.  m.  on 
the  28th. 

There  were  at  Port  Eoyal  H.  M.  S.  Urgent  and  Pallas — the  former 
flying  the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  Henderson,  K.  N.,  the  senior 
officer  at  that  station — and  at  Kingston  the  Italian  cruiser  Giovani 
Baussan.  The  usual  interchange  of  calls  took  place,  except  in  the  case 
of  Commodore  Henderson,  upon  whom  my  call  was  unavoidably 
delayed  by  urgent  matters  in  connection  with  procuring  coal,  fresh 
water,  and  other  supplies  at  Kingston  for  the  ship  until  the  afternoon 
of  the  29th,  and  which  made  it  impracticable  for  him  to  return  my  call 
in  person,  owing  to  our  short  stay  in  port — an  omission  for  which  he 
expressed  his  regret  and  apology. 

It  being  utterly  impossible  to  take  on  board  this  ship  in  twenty-four 
hours,  with  the  facilities  available  at  Kingston,  the  amount  of  coal  nec- 
essary to  carry  her  to  our  nearest  home  port.  Key  West,  900  miles  dis- 
tant, and  «ur  steering  engines  needing  overhauling,  I  asked  for  thirty- 
six  hours  from  Saturday  afternoon  to  make  the  necessary  repairs.  My 
request  was  granted  upon  the  recommendation  of  an  engineer  officer  of 
the  Eoyal  Navy,  who  was  sent  on  board  from  the  dockyard  at  Port 
Koyal  by  the  commodore  to  ascertain  our  needs.  I  asked  for  and  was 
permitted  to  take  on  board  750  tons  of  coal  and  all  the  fresh  water  that 
we  needed  for  our  boilers  and  for  other  purposes ;  but  in  order  to  take 
all  the  coal  allowed,  I  was  obliged  to  ask  for  an  extension  of  time,  as, 
notwithstanding  the  coaling  was  continued  night  and  day  from  3.45 
p.  m.  of  the  28th,  it  was  not  completed  until  1  o'clock  p.  m.  of  the  30th, 
although  I  had  taken  the  ship  alongside  the  dock  to  facilitate  the  deliv- 
ery of  coal  on  board ;  to  have  coaled  from  lighters  in  the  stream  would 
have  taken  a  much  longer  time. 

There  was  an  apparent  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  British  colonial 
authorities  to  render  every  assistance  that  the  attitude  of  the  British 
Government  as  a  neutral  power  would  warrant. 

I  was  unable  to  call  upon  the  governor  of  Jamaica  the  hour  he 
appointed  to  receive  me — 3  o'clock  p.  m.  of  Monday,  May  30 — being 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  time  I  had  fixed  for  sailing.  [  requested 
the  consul  to  convey  my  regrets  at  my  inability,  for  the  reason  stated, 
to  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  pay  my  respects  in  person,  and 
sent  my  card  by  the  consul. 

During  my  call  upon  Commodore  Henderson  he  stated,  in  connection 
with  the  subject  of  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  that  it 
was  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  adding,  we  have  a  consul  there  and  I  (or  we) 


BUREAU   OF    NAVIGATION.  407 

heard  from  him  a  few  days  ago.  The  commodore  requested  me  not  to 
mention  the  matter  to  anyone  in  Jamaica,  a  request  which  of  course  I 
carefully  observed.  That  information  was  the  base  of  my  dispatch  to 
the  Department  ou  the  30th  ultimo  in  relation  to  that  matter. 

The  manager  of  the  Direct  West  India  Cable  Company,  at  Kingston, 
Mr.  Martin,  was  most  attentive  and  polite,  rendering  every  assistance 
in  his  power  to  facilitate  the  delivery  and  transmission  of  our  dispatches 
during  our  stay,  by  giving  our  business  his  personal  supervision,  at 
night  as  well  as  during  the  day. 

At  3.18  p.  m.,  May  30,  the  Harvard  got  under  way  and  went  to  sea, 
reaching  the  fleet  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  at  7  a.  m.  the  next  day,  where 
I  delivered  the  dispatches  to  Commodore  Schley,  the  senior  officer 
present.  I  was  detained  there  untU  11  a.  m.,  June  2,  when,  under 
verbal  orders  from  Eear- Admiral  Sampson,  who  had  arrived  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba  on  the  morning  of  June  1, 1  sailed  for  Hampton  Roads,  Vir- 
ginia, touching  at  St.  Nicolas  Mole  early  in  the  morning  of  June  3,  to 
send  dispatches  to  the  Department  from  Commodore  Schley,  and  con- 
tinuing my  voyage  at  7.30  a.  m.  of  that  date. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  uniform 
courtesy  of  Mr.  George  L.  Darte  and  Mr.  Dent,  United  States  consuls 
at  Martinique  and  Jamaica,  respectively,  during  the  visits  of  this  ship 
at  those  islands,  and  to  their  untiring  energy  in  rendering  every  assist- 
ance possible  to  expedite  matters  relating  to  the  ship  and  in  seeking 
information  that  would  be  of  value  to  the  Department  at  this  juncture. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  S.  Cotton, 
Captain,  TJ.  8.  2f.,  Commanding, 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  B.  C. 


115077. 


[Keport  of  operations  and  information  concerning  the  Spanish  fleet.] 


No.  9.]  U.  S.  S.  Haevaed, 

St,  Pierre,  Martinique,  May  13,  1898, 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  arrival  at  this  port  with  the 
Harvard  under  my  command,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  on  the  11th  instant. 

2.  Owing  to  the  long  time  required  to  work  her  to  her  berth  in  the 
roadstead,  to  secure  pratique,  and  to  communicate  with  our  consul,  I 
was  unable  to  send  my  first  cable  to  the  Department  until  late  in  the 
afternoon,  notwithstanding  that  I  had  previously  blocked  out  the  main 
facts  to  be  reported. 

3.  Our  consul  and  the  captain  of  the  port  had  in  the  meantime  called 
officially,  the  latter,  tendering  in  behalf  of  the  governor,  whose  official 
residence  is  at  Fort  de  France,  some  15  miles  distant  by  water,  the 
usual  courtesies  of  the  port,  and  the  former  offering  his  services  in  any 
manner  in  which  they  would  be  most  useful.  After  sending  my  first 
cablegrams  on  shore  to  be  dispatched  to  the  Department,  Admiral 
Sampson,  and  Cajitain  Goodrich,  I  went  to  return  the  calls  of  the  con- 
sul and  the  captain  of  the  port,  expecting  to  sail  for  St.  Thomas  the 
following  morning. 

4.  While  still  with  the  consul  on  shore,  he  received,  at  a  few  minutes 
before  6  p.  m.,  a  telegram  from  Fort  de  France,  sent  by  a  man  in  whom 
he  had  confidence,  that  a  Spanish  torpedo  destroyer  had  arrived  at  that 
place  at  4  p.  m. 
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5.  I  came  on  board  at  once  to  prepare  a  cablegram  to  the  Department, 
requesting  the  consul  to  get  further  information,  if  practicable,  and  to 
communicate  it  to  me  as  soon  as  possible. 

6.  At  8  p.  m.  the  captain  of  the  port  came  on  board,  and  through  him 
the  governor  informed  me  ofScially  that  the  Spanish  torpedo  destroyer 
Furor  had  arrived  at  Fort  de  France  at  4  p.  m.,  and  had  departed,  or 
would  depart,  about  7  p.  m.,  and  that,  therefore,  in  accordance  with 
usage  in  such  cases,  our  ship  could  not  go  to  sea  before  7  p.  m.  on  the 
12th  instant. 

7.  Being  thus  unexpectedly  detained  in  port  longer  than  I  anticipated 
I  decided  to  send  our  consul  and  Lieutenant  Kane,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 
to  Fort  de  France,  for  reliable  information. 

8.  There  being  no  means  of  regular  transit  between  here  and  that 
place  at  night  they  took  a  small  boat — row  boat — and  arrived  there  at  2 
a.  m.,  the  12th  instant,  returning  here  by  a  small  local  steamer  at  9  a.  m. 

9.  They  reported  that  they  saw  and  counted,  hull  down,  in  the  offing, 
live  large  steamers;  that  the  Spanish  steamer  Alicante,  a  so-called  hos- 
pital or  ambulance  ship,  was  lying  in  the  inner  harbor,  and  said  to 
have  hospital  stores  and  troops  on  board,  and  that  as  they  were  leav- 
ing the  harbor  in  the  steamer  bound  for  this  port  they  passed,  at  about 
8.15  a.  m.,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  a  large  Spanish  torpedo  destroyer 
standing  into  the  harbor  from  the  direction  of,  and  evidently  belonging 
to,  the  ships  in  the  offing,  to  the  southward  and  westward,  which  were 
apparently  standing  oft'  and  on. 

10.  The  destroyer  was  very  light,  had  four  small,  light  masts,  and 
was  painted  black,  with  a  red  bottom.  Two  small  guns  were  seen — one 
forward  and  one  att. 

11.  At  noon  yesterday,  12th  instant,  the  captain  of  the  port  came  on 
board  and  informed  me,  from  the  governor,  that  the  Spanish  destroyer 
Terror  had  arrived  at  Fort  de  France  at  about  8  a.  m.,  and  would  prob- 
ably leave  about  noon — the  destroyer  seen  by  Lieutenant  Kane  and  our 
consul  in  the  morning — and  that  I  was  at  liberty  to  go  to  sea  at  8  p.  m. 
(last  evening)  if  I  so  desired;  but  if  I  did  not  do  so,  I  would  be  required 
to  give  the  governor  twenty  four  hours'  notice  of  my  intention  to  leave 
port. 

12.  I  requested  that  I  might  be  furnished  with  a  written  statement 
of  the  governor's  instructions  to  him  relative  to  this  ship,  and  the 
request  was  readily  complied  with,  the  captain  of  the  port  in  person 
bringing  it  to  me  at  4  p.  m.  (yesterday),  and  showing  me  the  original 
telegram  in  relation  to  the  matter  received  by  him  from  the  governor. 
Copy  of  letter  inclosed,  marked  1. 

13.  Information  from  several  sources,  including  the  consul,  the  former 
consul,  Mr.  Keevil;  the  former  vice  consul,  Mr.  Davids,  who  was  con- 
nected with  our  consulate  here  for  some  thirty  years;  Mr.  Testait, 
*  *  *  and  others,  leaves  me  no  ground  for  doubt  that  this  ship  is 
at  present  practically  blockaded  by  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  under  close 
surveillance  by  the  Spaniards  and  their  friends,  particularly  at  night: 
that  our  every  movement  is  watched  and  reported. 

14.  Our  friends  are  very  few  here  or  at  Fort  de  France,  while  those 
whose  sympathies  are  wholly  and  openly  with  Spain  are  many. 

15.  Fishermen  and  men  from  the  hills  report  that  Spanish  cruisers 
and  small  steamers  have  been  seen  cruising  at  night  near  St.  Pierre 
and  in  the  straits  north  and  south  of  the  islands;  that  strange  and 
unusual  signals  have  been  made  at  sea  and  on  the  hills  back  of  the 
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town ;  that  a  torpedo  cruiser  passed  near  the  town  going  to  the  north- 
ward and  southward  on  the  night  of  May  11,  and  that  one  lay  off  Pearl 
Island  last  night,  6J  miles  north  of  the  town. 

16.  As  to  the  signals  there  is  no  doubt,  for  at  frequent  intervals  last 
night  we  saw  them  on  shore  along  the  hills,  back,  and  north  and  south 
of  the  town,  and  one  colored  signal  some  distance  at  sea.  On  the  night 
of  the  11th  we  saw  rocket  signals  from  a  hill  northeast  of  the  town, 
and  an  English  gentleman  who  owns  a  plantation  in  that  vicinity  told 
Mr.  Davids  that  some  men,  known  to  be  Spanish  sympathizers,  had 
been  found  on  his  place  with  rockets  on  the  night  of  the  11th  instant. 

17.  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  connected  with  our  situation  here; 
of  the  presence  of  a  powerful  Spanish  fleet,  including  fast  destroyers, 
in  our  vicinity;  of  their  undoubted  intention  to  capture  this  sMp  if 
possible;  of  her  great  value  to  the  United  States;  of  her  much  greater 
value,  as  a  prize,  to  Spain ;  of  the  fact  that  it  requires  nearly  one  hour 
after  getting  underway  for  this  ship  to  reach  a  speed  of  20  knots ;  of  the 
peculiar  status  of  the  officers  and  crew,  who  are  serving  on  board  of  an 
armed  ship  while  they  do  not  belong  to  either  branch  of  the  naval  or 
military  service  of  the  United  States ;  the  doubt  as  to  their  treatment 
by  Spain,  under  the  existing  conditions,  should  they  be  captured — a 
long  and  careful  consideration  of  all  of  those  conditions  finally  led  me 
to  the  conclusion  that  I  would  be  fully  justified  in  not  putting  to  sea  at 
the  present  tim«;  and  I  acted  accordingly. 

18.  That  we  were  expected  to  go  to  sea  last  night  was  evidenced  by 
the  lively  signaling  going  on  on  shore;  and  that  the  Spanish  squadron 
was  so  distributed  as  to  give  us  the  least  possible  chance  of  escape,  I 
have  no  doubt.  What  would  have  been  the  result  had  we  gone  out  is 
conjectural.  Two  other  reasons  that  weighed  with  me  in  remaining 
are,  that  while  we  are  here  I  may  be  able  to  give  valuable  information 
relative  to  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  that  we  may  be  such  a  bait  as  to 
induce  it  to  remain  in  this  vicinity  until  the  approach  of  one  of  our 
fleets. 

19.  About  9  a.  m.  to-day  I  was  informed  by  our  prospective  vice- 
consul,  Mr,  Testart,  that  influences  are  being  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
Spanish  consul  at  this  place  to  protest  to  the  governor  against  our  stay 
in  this  port.  Mr.  Testart  at  once  wired  to  our  consul,  who  had  gone  to 
Fort  de  France,  to  try  to  get  further  news  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  inform- 
ing him  of  the  situation  and  suggesting  to  him  to  take  counter  action 
immediately,  making  necessary  repairs  to  our  machinery  the  reason. 

20.  It  being  necessary  to  act  at  once  to  forestall  the  Spanish  consul, 
in  case  he  should  act  as  indicated,  and  not  to  place  our  own  consul  in  a 
false  or  embarrassing  position,  he  then  being  at  Fort  de  France,  where 
he  would  probably  bring  the  matter  to  the  governor's  attention  without 
loss  of  time,  I  decided  to  ask  for  seven  days'  delay  in  this  port  to  make 
necessary  repairs  to  our  boilers  and  engines,  and  sent  the  letter  on 
shore  by  Mr.  Testart  for  transmission  to  the  governor.  A  copy  of  my 
letter  is  transmitted  herewith,  marked  2.  My  reason  for  asking  for 
seven  days'  delay  was  to  cover  a  possible  period  during  which  the 
Spanish  fleet  might  sail  from  this  vicinity  or  our  own  fleet  might 
approach. 

21.  I  have  already  cabled  to  the  Department  all  facts  of  importance 
herein,  and  to  Admiral  Sampson  everything  that  would  be  of  service 
to  him. 

22.  I  trust  that  my  action  in  a  rather  trying  position,  and  my  reasons 
therefor,  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  Department.    In  any  case  I 
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acted,  being  upon  the  spot  and  having  to  act  promptly,  in  what  appeared 
to  me  at  the  time,  and  ai)pears  now,  for  the  best  interest  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

23.  I  received  last  evening  the  Department's  cable  directing  me  to  go 
at  once  to  St.  Thomas,  etc.,  and  sent  a  cable  in  reply  this  morning. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  S.  Cotton, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding. 
The  Sboeetaky  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  G. 


46999. 

No.  27  A.]  U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuha,  10  a.  m.,  May  29, 1898. 
(Steaming  at  full  speed  for  Mole  St.  Nicholas,'  Haiti.) 

SiK :  The  TJ.  S.  S.  St.  Paul,  under  my  command,  arrived  at  Key  West, 
Fla.,  at  8.10  a.  m.  on  May  17, 1898,  having  made  the  passage  from  Hamp- 
ton Roads  at  full  speed.  On  her  arrival  at  Key  West  I  made  appli- 
cation for  1,100  tons  of  coal.  There  were  sent  to  me  one  4-masted 
schooner  with  three  hatches  and  one  very  small  brigantine  with  one 
hatch,  and  therefore  coaling  proceeded  very  slowly  on  one  side.  I 
found  the  stevedore  arrangements  far  from  perfect. 

The  next  day  Eear- Admiral  Sampson,  the  commander  in  chief,  and 
Commodore  Schley  arrived  at  Key  West  with  their  respective  squad- 
rons. That  evening  I  received  telegraphic  orders  from  the  Department, 
through  Commodore  Eemey,  to  proceed  to  Cape  Haitien  for  orders,  and 
if  I  sighted  the  Yale  to  direct  her  to  proceed  also  to  Cape  Haitien.  I 
picked  up  the  Yale  in  old  Bahama  Channel  and  we  proceeded  together 
to  Cape  Haitien,  where  we  arrived  near  midday  of  the  20th.  There  I 
received  telegraphic  orders  from  the  Department,  which  had  been 
received  at  Cape  Haitien  at  10.45  p.  m.  on  the  19th,  to  proceed  to  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  and  communicate  occasionally,  and  was  informed  that 
Commodore  Schley  was  under  orders  to  proceed  to  the  same  place. 
My  orders  stated  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  been  reported  at  Santiago. 

I  left  Port  Haitien  without  anchoring,  and  arrived  off  Santiago  de 
Cuba  the  following  day,  Saturday,  the  21st,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  and  engaged 
in  target  practice  some  5  or  6  miles  from  the  fortifications  at  the 
entrance  to  the  port.  Thereafter,  until  this  morning,  I  remained  cruis- 
ing off  the  entrance,  occasionally  in  company  with  the  Yale  and  Harvard. 
Since  these  vessels  were  commanded  by  my  seniors,  I  gave  them  such 
communications  as  I  had  to  make  from  time  to  time,  and  they  toot 
them  to  port  and,  doubtless,  gave  full  information  to  the  Department. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  I  gave  chase  to  a  steamer  standing  in  at 
a  good  rate  of  speed  ibr  Santiago  entrance,  and  managed  to  intercept 
her  just  out  of  gunshot  of  the  entrance,  about  6  a.  m.  The  sea  being 
somewhat  rough  we  boarded  her  with  some  difficulty,  and  directed  her 
to  steam  out  to  the  offing.  She  proved  to  be  the  British  steamer  Best- 
ormeljivom  Cardiff,  Wales,  with  coal,  evidently  for  the  Spanish  fleet. 
She  had  been  at  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  thence  to  Curagao,  where  she 
was  informed  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  left  two  days  before  her 
arrival.  She  was  then  directed  to  proceed  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Her 
captain  stated  frankly  that  he  expected  to  be  captured.  Both  her 
captain  and  crew  exhibited  great  good  nature  on  being  captured,  and 
seemed  rather  pleased  at  the  result.    I  sent  her  to  Key  West,  via 
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Yucatan  Channel,  with  an  ample  prize  crew  in  charge  of  Acting  Lieu- 
tenant J.  A.  Pattson,  U.  S.  jST.,  of  the  St.  Paul.  The  Bestormel  had  on 
board  2,400  tons  of  coal,  and  seemed  to  be  an  excellent  vessel.  Her 
master  said  that  at  Porto  Eico  he  had  left  two  other  colliers,  which  he 
stated  in  conversation  he  hoped  would  be  captured  also.  I  under- 
stood that  these  three  colliers  were  from  the  same  company  and  under 
similar  instructions. 

On  the  26th  I  boarded  a  British  steamer,  which  showed  no  desire  to 
escape  us.  She  proved  to  be  the  Jason,  bound  from  Jamaica  to  New 
York  with  fruit  and  produce.  She  brought  me  two  letters  from  Consul 
Lewis  A.  Dent,  of  Kingston,  Jamaica,  and  two  Cubans,  one  of  whom 
was  an  interpreter  who  had  lately  been  a  clerk  in  the  consulate  at 
Santiago,  and  the  other  a  colored  pilot,  said  to  have  been  recently  a 
coast  pilot  for  the  Spanish  navy  at  Santiago.  Their  names  were, 
respectively,  Louis  M.  Preval  and  Bduardo  Nunez.  The  clearance 
papers  of  this  British  vessel  did  not  bear  the  consular  seal  of  the 
United  States  consul,  nor  did  the  letters.  I  took  the  men  on  board, 
and,  later  on  the  same  day,  when  Commodore  Schley  arrived  off 
Santiago  from  the  eastward,  1  transferred  them  to  the  iiagship.  Com- 
modore Schley  arrived  with  his  squadron  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the 
evening  of  May  26,  and  remained  there  until  4  p.  m.  of  the  27th,  appar- 
ently because  of  the  disabled  condition  of  his  collier,  which  was  finally 
taken  in  tow  by  the  Tale,  and  the  squadron  proceeded  westward.  I 
was  directed  to  remain  off'  Santiago,  which  I  did.  Afterwards  I  gave 
chase  to  three  United  States  press  boats,  one  belonging  to  the  New  York 
World  and  Herald,  another  to  the  Chicago  Eecord,  and  last  night  I 
chased  another,  belonging  to  the  New  York  Sun,  all  of  which  I  allowed 
to  proceed. 

This  morning,  while  in  toward  the  coast  after  chasing,  I  saw  the 
smoke  of  a  number  of  vessels  to  the  westward,  and  at  once  made  for  the 
Santiago  entrance,  believing  it  possible  that  the  strangers  were  the 
Spanish  squadron  approaching  that  port.  The  vessels  proved  to  be 
those  of  Commodore  Schley's  command,  viz,  the  Brooklyn,  Massa- 
chusetts, Iowa,  Texas,  Marblehead,  Vixen,  and  a  collier.  When  just  to 
the  eastward  of  the  entrance  I  saw  two  Spanish  war  vessels  in  the 
channel  between  the  outer  entrance  and  Smiths  Island  which  seemed 
to  be  coming  out.  One  was  a  large  vessel  having  two  smokestacks  and 
one  military  mast  between  the  smokestacks,  and  the  other  was  of  the 
Vizcaya  class,  having  two  smokestacks  and  two  masts.  I  signaled  to 
the  flagship  what  I  had  seen,  and  soon  received  notification  that  she 
had  also  seen  the  Cristobal  Colon,  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  and  two 
torpedo  vessels.  Although  I  had  been  oif  Santiago  for  a  week  and  had 
been  daily  near  the  entrance,  yesterday  between  4J  and  5  miles  from 
the  Morro,  sketching  in  very  clear  weather,  I  had  never  before  seen 
any  sign  of  a  Spanish  man-of-war. 

This  morning,  about  8.30,  when  I  joined  company,  the  flagship  sig- 
naled for  commanding  officers  to  repair  on  board  the  flagship.  On 
arriving  on  board,  I  was  given  a  dispatch  from  Commodore  Schley  for 
the  Department  and  Hear- Admiral  Sampson,  and  told  to  proceed  at 
once  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas  and  send  the  dispatches,  and  thereafter,  in 
view  of  possible  orders  awaiting  me  at  that  place,  to  use  my  best 
judgment,  preferably  to  find  Admiral  Sampson,  at  or  near  Cay  Frances, 
in  the  old  Bahama  Channel,  and  inform  him  of  the  condition  of  affairs 
at  Santiago,  especially  of  the  shortness  of  coal  on  board  Commodore 
Schley's  vessels.  I  was  further  informed  that  on  finding  Admiral 
Sampson  I  should  proceed  to  Key  West  to  recoal — a  necessary  procedure. 
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My  information  from  Commodore  Schley  states  that  the  Spanish  fleet 
were  believed  to  have  arrived  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  the  2l8t  instant.  The  St.  Paul  arrived  off  Santiago  at  9.20 
a.  m.  on  that  day.  Since  her  arrival,  I  believe  the  St.  Paul  has  been 
most  persistent  in  watching  the  port  and  its  locality.  It  is  difficult  to 
understand  why  we  have  never  been  attacked  by  the  torpedo  boats  at 
night,  although  1  so  managed  the  movements  of  the  St.  Paul  as  to 
deceive  vessels  at  Santiago.  On  one  night  we  had  a  very  decided 
impression  that  they  were  out  after  us,  the  evidence  being  a  search 
light  inshore  to  the  eastward,  and  occasional  flashes  of  light  between 
the  St.  Paul  and  the  shore,  the  night  being  very  dark.  The  size  of  the 
St.  Paul  and  her  immense  volumes  of  smoke  when  under  way  make  her 
a  conspicuous  mark. 

The  work  of  those  on  board  the  St.  Paul  has  been  both  diflcult  and 
exhausting  from  the  time  of  her  arrival  at  Cramp's  yard,  at  Philadel- 
phia. Unless  the  facilities  afforded  us  at  Key  West  are  much  better 
than  those  we  found  available  on  our  recent  visit,  it  will  take  at  least 
a  week  to  coal  this  vessel  at  that  place. 

Of  the  squadron  assembled  here  by  Commodore  Schley  on  the  26th, 
it  is  probable  that  the  Minneapolis  and  the  Yale,  both  of  which  needed 
coal,  proceeded  to  Key  West  via  the  Yucatan  Channel.  It  appeared 
to  me  that  Commodore  Schley,  having  with  him  to-day  four  battle  ships 
and  the  Marblehead  and  Vixen,  was  greatly  lacking  in  small  vessels  for 
patrol  duty  at  night.  He  himself  was  apparently  of  the  same  opinion. 
Fortunately,  the  moon  is  now  at  the  end  of  its  first  quarter,  and  he  will 
have  moonlight  nights  until  he  can  receive  well- coaled  reenforcements. 

At  10  a.  m.  the  St.  Paul  started  for  Mole  St.  Nicholas  at;  full  speed. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.   D.    SiGSBEB, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Seoeetart  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C, 


No.  30A.]  F.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 

Straits  of  Florida,  Bound  for  New  York,  May  31, 1898. 

SiK:  In  my  No.  27 A,  dated  10  a.  m.,  May  29,  while  under  way  from 
Santiago  de  Cuba  for  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  I  detailed  to  the  Department 
the  movements  of  the  St.  Paul  from  the  time  she  left  Hampton  Eoads, 
on  May  18,  to  the  date  of  the  letter. 

The  St.  Paul  arrived  at  the  Mole  about  6  p.  m.  on  the  29th,  with  dis- 
patches from  Commodore  Schley  to  the  Department  and  to  the 
commander  in  chief.  On  the  passage  she  averaged  more  than  19  knots, 
and  reached  as  high  as  21J  knots.  At  the  Mole  I  sent  the  dispatches 
by  cable  to  the  Department,  together  with  one  from  myself,  stating  I 
had  read  certain  cipher  dispatches  at  the  Mole,  and  had  resealed  them 
and  left  them  for  the  next  visiting  United  States  man-of  war.  I  felt  it 
necessary  to  delay  at  the  Mole  several  hours  because  of  the  desirability 
of  deciphering  a  few  of  the  cablegrams  received  there,  some  of  which 
might  change  the  movements  of  the  St.  Paul.  I  deciphered  the  later 
dispatches  only,  and  finding  that  everything  was  then  going  well  with 
the  squadrons,  according  to  the  Department's  wishes,  I  proceeded  west 
at  10.35  p.  m.  for  the  old  Bahama  Channel  to  find  the  commander  in 
chief. 

I  sent  by  a  press  boat,  leaving  the  Mole  at  the  same  time  as  the  St. 
Paul,  a  hasty  lettei  to  Commodore  Schley  off  Santiago,  informing  him 
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of  tlie  emphasis  given  the  coal  question  by  the  Department  in  the 
cipher  telegrams,  and  also  the  dispositions  made  by  the  Department  for 
coaling.  I  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  risk  the  loss  of  the  cipher  tele- 
grams by  sending  them  by  the  press  boat. 

The  following  day,  the  30th,  I  overhauled  the  Yale  in  the  old  Bahama 
Channel,  off  Lobos  Key.  She  had  been  to  Port  Antonio  with  a  dis- 
patch, her  previous  orders  to  proceed  to  Key  West  via  Yucatan  Channel 
having  been  revoked  by  Commodore  Schley,  She  was  then  proceeding 
to  Key  West  for  coal.  At  6,30  p.  m.  we  met  the  commander  in  chief  in 
latitude  22°  47',  longitude  78°  42'  30",  in  the  old  Bahama  Channel, 
proceeding  eastward  to  join  company  with  Commodore  Schley  off  San- 
tiago. The  commander  in  chief  had  with  him  the  New  Yorlc,  Oregon, 
Dolphin,  Mayflower,  Porter,  and  a  collier.  The  commanding  ofBcers  or 
the  St.  Paul  and  the  Yale  were  signaled  to  repair  on  board  the  flagship, 
where  I  made  a  full  report  to  Admiral  Sampson  of  the  condition  of 
affairs  at  Santiago,  and  also  called  his  attention  to  the  accumulation  of 
cipher  telegrams  at  the  Mole.  I  was  told  by  Captain  Chadwick  that 
an  officer  would  probably  be  stationed  at  the  Mole.  The  commander 
in  chief  intrusted  to  me  written  dispatches  to  the  Navy  Department, 
and  then  gave  verbal  orders  to  the  Yale  to  proceed  for  coal  to  Hampton 
Eoads,  and  to  the  8t,  Paul  to  proceed  for  the  same  purpose  to  New 
York.  He  doubted  the  facilities  for  rapid  coaling  for  two  additional 
large  vessels  at  Key  West.  I  was  further  directed,  verbally,  to  report 
in  person  to  the  Navy  Department  as  soon  as  possible  after  my  arrival 
at  iVew  York,  in  order  that  the  Department  might  question  me  relative 
to  the  situation  at  Santiago.  The  Yale  had  on  board  600  tons  of  coal 
and  the  St.  Paul  in  the  neigliborhood  of  800  tons.  The  Yale  and  the 
St.  Paul  parted  with  the  commander  in  chief  at  9.10  p.  m.  and  proceeded 
north  via  Santaren  Channel,  the  Yale  at  about  10  knots,  and  the  St.  Paul 
at  17  knots,  which  was  afterwards  reduced  to  15. 

The  two  vessels  seen  in  the  entrance  of  Santiago  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  29th. by  all  the  United  States  vessels  there  were  in  the  chan- 
nelway  encircling  Smith's  Island,  with  broadsides  presenting  seaward. 
Either  they  had  intended  coming  out  that  morning,  believing  that  Com- 
modore Schley  had  proceeded  west,  or  they  were  stationed  in  the 
channel  with  the  intention  of  supporting  the  fortifications,  assuming 
that  the  United  States  squadron  intended  to  attack  immediately. 

The  Cuban  pilot,  Eduardo  Nunez,  sent  to  Commodore  Schley  by  the 
United  States  consul  at  Kingston,  and  who  had  been  employed  as  a 
coast  pilot  by  the  Spanish  navy,  especially  at  Santiago,  had  informed 
me  on  the  26th  instant  that  the  Vizcaya  class  of  vessels  could  not  enter 
Santiago;  that  he  had  never  known  a  larger  vessel  than  4,500  tons  to 
enter  the  harbor.  He  stated  that  the  difficulty  was  not  one  of  draft, 
but  of  the  great  length  of  the  Vizcaya  class.  He  finally  admitted  that 
vessels  of  that  class  could  enter  the  harbor  with  the  help  of  the  two 
tugs  which  were  available  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  The  chart  of 
Santiago  seemed  to  bear  out  the  assertion  of  this  pilot.  The  channel 
is  very  narrow  and  has  short  turns.  The  tidal  current  is  also  strong. 
The  pilot  said  that  a  long  vessel  would  not  attempt  to  enter  Santiago 
except  in  very  smooth  weather.  It  is  more  than  probable  that  he  had 
but  little  experience  with  twin  screws.  This  pilot,  who  had  left  San- 
tiago about  one  month  before,  said  that  there  was  probably  not  more 
than  1,000  tons  of  coal  at  Santiago.  If  this  statement  was  correct  the 
capture  by  the  St.  Paul  of  the  collier  Bestormel  with  2,400  tons  of  coal 
on  board,  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  May,  brought  serious  disap- 
pointment and  loss  to  the  Spanish  men-of-war.    There  are  apparently 
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new  earthworks  both  east  and  west  of  Santiago,  all  on  the  high  ridge 
of  Land  in  that  locality. 

Just  before  leaving  Santiago  I  told  Commodore  Schley  that  the 
weather  then  prevailing  was  far  more  favorable  for  coaling  outside 
than  any  I  had  observed  in  my  eight  days'  continuous  cruise  off  the 
entrance,  and  strongly  urged  taking  unceasing  advantage  of  it.  The 
Vixen  was  then  coaling  from  a  collier.  The  Texas  and  Marhlehead  had 
also  taken  on  board  some  coal  recently.  I  also  stated  that  it  was  my 
belief  that  Guantanamo  Bay,  40  miles  east  of  Santiago,  should  be 
seized,  and  the  shores  garrisoned  by  United  States  troops.  In  that 
case  United  States  vessels  would  have  a  fine  basefor  operating  against 
Santiago,  A  great  advantage  in  favor  of  that  bay  is  that  the  land 
thereabouts  is  much  lower  than  elsewhere,  and  therefore  does  not  offer 
the  usual  facilities  of  the  region  for  a  plunging  fire  on  vessels  and 
troops  from  surrounding  hills.  I  was  much  pleased  on  meeting  Admiral 
Sampson  to  find  that  my  views  regarding  that  bay  were  about  the  same 
as  his  own.  Coaling  at  sea  off  Santiago  will  be  very  difficult  much  of 
the  time.  The  short  rainy  season  is  about  to  commence;  in  fact  we 
had  some  of  it. 

The  duty  performed  by  the  St.  Paul  has  been  one  very  fatiguing  to 
both  officers  and  men  on  board.  Hardly  a  day  passed  off  Santiago  that 
the  St.  Paul  did  not  give  chase,  sometimes  several  times  during  the 
day,  at  a  speed  exceeding  19  knots,  very  exhausting  work  in  the  tropics 
to  the  engineer's  force. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  D.  Sigsbee,* 

Captain,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  Seoeetaey  op  the  jSTavy. 


137154. 

[Duty  perfoi'iued  by  Texas  from  May  19  to  May  31,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Texas,  1st  Eatb, 
Ouantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  23,  1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  respectfully  submit  the  following: 

May  19:  Got  under  way  oft'  Key  West  at  7.55  a.  m.  and  left  with  the 
Flying  Squadron,  bound  to  the  southward  and  westward.  Noon  posi- 
tion, 24°  8'  45"  N.,  82°  20'  30"  W. 

May  20 :  Steaming  in  column,  flagship  leading.  Noon  position,  22° 
10'  60"  N.,  85°  13'  W. 

May  21:  Steaming  in  column.  Noon  position,  21°  12'  55"  N.,  81° 
45'  W. 

May  22:  At  12.05  stopped  and  at  5.05  went  ahead  again,  standing 
in  for  the  land.    Noon  position,  21°  57'  N.,  80°  32'  W. 

May  23  and  24:  Off"  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  varying  distances  from 
entrance.    At  8  p.  m.  went  ahead  in  column.    Course,  SE.  ^  S. 

May,  25:  Steaming  in  column  to  southward  and  eastward.  Noon 
position,  20°  29'  N.,  79°  13'  W. 

May  26:  At  5  changed  course  to  B.  f  N.  At  7  sighted  high  laud  on 
port  beam.  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  and  Yale  joined  squadron  about 
r>.lO  p.  m.    At  6.35  signal  162  from  flag;  at  7.45  signal  "Destination, 

oy  West  via  south  side  of  Cuba  and  Yucatan  Channel  as  soon  as 
collier  is  ready.  Speed,  9  knots."  Course,  west-southwest.  Noon  posi- 
tion, 19°  31'  45"  N.,  76°  36'  W. 

*  Name  inserted  at  Depar+'nent. 
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May  27:  Lying  to  and  drifting;  coaled  ship  at  night.  Noon  posi- 
tion, 19°  35'  22"  N.,  76°  00'  45"  W. 

May  28 :  Lying  to  and  drifting.  Noon  position,  19°  40'  N.,  76°  30'  W. 
At  1.20  formed  column  and  started  ahead.    Course,  east  by  south. 

May  29:  Oif  Santiago;  steaming;  circle  ofif  entrance,  following  flag. 
Made  out  three  vessels  in  entrance,  inside  of  forts.  Noon  position, 
19°  50'  N.,  75°  52'  W. 

May  30:  Lying  to  and  steaming  back  and  forth  off  entraTice  to  San- 
tiago, following  the  movements  of  the  flagship.  Noon  position  19°  54' 
N.,  75°  54'  W. 

May  31 :  Coaling  ship  from  Sterling.    In  the  afternoon  at  2.20  the 
Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  New  Orleans  opeued  flre  on  ships  inside,  pass- 
ing twice  in  front  of  entrance.    Noon  position,  19°  54'  N.,  75°  54'  W. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Philip, 
Captain,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


137156. 

[Report  of  operations  of  Massachusetts  from  May  19  to  June  1. 1898.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  1st  Eate, 
Quantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  5, 1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  instructions  of  July  22, 1898, 1  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  my  operations  from  the  time  of 
leaving  Key  West,  May  19,  until  the  1st  of  June,  1898: 

May  19:  At  Key  West.  At  8.20  a.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal  from 
TJ.  S.  F.  S.  New  Yorlc,  the  flying  squadron,  composed  of  the  BrooMyn, 
Massachusetts,  Texas,  and  Scorpion,  got  under  way  for  Oienfuegos  via 
west  coast  of  Cuba. 

May  20 :  Off  Cape  San  Antonio.  Passed  and  spoke  the  Cincinnati 
and  Vesuvius  standing  to  the  eastward. 

May  21:  Off  Isle  of  Pines. 

May  22:  Pleet  came  off  Cienfuegos  shortly  after  daybreak  and  took 
up  the  blockade.  The  Dupont  arrived  at  9  a.  m.  from  the  eastward. 
At  1.15  p.  m.  the  Iowa  joined  the  fleet  from  the  southward.  At  3.45 
p.  m.  headed  in  toward  the  entrance  and  at  5  p.  m.  turned  and  stood 
out  till  6.35  p.  m.,  when  fleet  stopped  and  took  up  blockading  positions; 
Dupont  steamed  inshore,  Scorpion  left  to  south  of  eastward. 

May  23 :  Off  Cienfuegos.  At  7.30  a.  m.  the  SawJc  arrived  with  dis- 
patches. At  11.46  a.  m.  the  British  steamer  Adula  was  permitted  to 
enter  the  port  of  Cienfuegos.  The  Hawk  left  at  11.30  a.  m.  Took  up 
blockading  positions  for  the  night;  Castine  and  Dupont  close  inshore. 

May  24:  At  6  a.  m.  sighted  the  ilfarfite^ea^.  Vixen,  Sbud  Eagle.  Coaled 
ship  from  the  Merrimac.  At  8  p.  m.  the  fleet  left  for  Santiago  de  Cuba, 
with  orders  to  rendezvous  at  Gonaives  Bay  in  case  of  separation.  The 
Dupont  was  left  behind  to  go  to  Key  West.  The  Castine  was  obliged  to 
remain,  on  account  of  trouble  with  machinery.  Steamed  in  two  col- 
umns— Merrimac,  BrooMyn  (flag),  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Texas,  Marble- 
head,  Vixen,  Eagle. 

May  25 :  En  route  for  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Weather  rough  and  squally. 
The  Eagle  fell  behind,  retarding  the  progress  of  the  fleet.  Noon  posi- 
tion, latitude  20°  29'  north,  longitude  79°  16'  west.  Average  speed  of 
fleet  about  7  knots. 
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May  26 :  Sighted  land  at  6.65  a.  m.  on  port  beam  and  quarter,  western 
point  bearing  northeast.  Noon  position,  latitude  19°  29'  north,  longi- 
tude 76°  37'  west.  At  o  p.  m.  about  18  miles  south  of  Santiago.  Flag- 
ship exchanged  signals  with  the  Minneapolis,  Yale,  and  8t.  Paul.  At  7.45 
p.  m.  theflagship signaled  "Destination  KeyWestviasouthsideof  Cuba 
and  Yucatan  Channel  as  soon  as  collier  is  ready,  speed  9  knots."  At 
9.20  p.  m.  formed  in  column,  natural  order,  and  steamed  west.  At  11.25 
p.  m.  stopped,  in  order  to  repair  an  accident  reported  on  the  Tale. 
Required  four  hours  to  repair. 

May  27:  Squadron  lying  to,  engines  stopped.  Out  of  all  formation. 
At  daylight  the  Yale  gave  a  line  to  the  Merrimac  and  took  her  in  tow. 
Harvard  joined  us  at  8.45  a.  m.  from  the  eastward  and  left  at  noon  to 
the  southward.  Koon  position,  latitude  19°  34'  north,  longitude  76° 
01'  west.  At  3.40  p.  m.  started  ahead,  column  natural  order,  course 
west  (magnetic).  At  7.15  p.  m.  squadron  stopped  and  lay  to.  The 
Texas  and  Marhlehead  coaled  from  the  Merrimac  during  the  night. 

May  28:  Lay  to  with  engines  stopped  until  1.10  p.  m.,  when  formed 
column,  heading  E^N,  speed  6  knots,  Merriviac  and  Vixen  steaming  on 
starboard  hand,  Marhlehead  and  Minneapolis  on  port  hand,  the  former 
being  about  2  miles  inshore.  Lay  to  off  Santiago  at  7.40  p.  m. 
Small  vessels  sent  inside  as  pickets.  At  about  10  p.  m.  saw  search 
light  to  the  southward,  which  later  proved  to  be  that  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Several  signal  lights  seen  on  the  shore  near  the  batteries. 

May  29:  Off  the  entrance  to  Santiago  harbor;  squadron  steamed  to 
and  fro  before  entrance.  The  St.  Paul  sighted  at  7  a.  m,,  coming  from 
the  eastward.  At  daybreak  made  out  a  man-of-war  lying  at  anchor 
inside  the  harbor  entrance,  and  later  a  second  man-of-war  and  two 
smaller  vessels.  Coaled  ship  from  the  Merrimac;  received  183  tons. 
At  8.60  p.  m.  the  Vixen,  at  right  of  entrance,  made  signal  signifying 
"enemy's  torpedo-boat  sighted,"  and  the  squadron  went  to  quarters. 
The  Massachusetts  fired  several  6-pounders  and  secured  at  10.15  p.  m. 
Learned  later  that  the  supposed  torpedo-boat  was  a  narrow-gauge 
railroad  train  that  runs  close  to  the  beach  and  crosses  a  bridge  at 
Aguadores. 

May  30:  Collier  Merrmae  sighted  at  daylight  steaming  toward  the 
squadron;  fleet  in  column,  following  movements  of  flagship;  Marble- 
head  and  Vixen  scouting  off  the  port.  During  forenoon  H.  M.  S.  Inde- 
fatigable came  up,  her  commanding  officer  visiting  the  flagship,  and 
soon  after  she  steamed  off'  to  the  southward  again.  At  12.45  p.  m.  the 
JSlew  Orleans  came  in  from  the  eastward,  and  at  1.40  p.  ni.  the  Sterling 
arrived.  The  tug  Triton  came  in,  but  left  soon  after,  steaming  to  the 
southward.  Enemy  still  in  sight  in  the  entrance.  Flagship  and  Iowa 
engaged  in  coaling.  The  Massachusetts,  New  Orleans,  and  Texas  in 
column  on  the  blockade. 

May  31 :  At  6.30  a.  m.  the  Harvard  came  in  from  the  southward.  The 
Massachusetts,  New  Orleans,  and  Iowa  in  column,  holding  blockade 
about  6  miles  off  entrance.  The  Broohlyn  and  Marblehead  coaled  from 
the  Merrimac  and  Texas  coaled  from  the  Sterling,  The  commander  in 
chief  left  the  BrooUyn,  hoisted  his  flag  on  the  Vixen,  and  at  10.30  a.  m. 
came  on  board  the  Massachusetts  and  hoisted  his  flag  on  this  vessel. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  personal  staff^Lieutenant  Sears,  Lieut! 
B.  Wells,  and  Ensign  McCauley.  At  11.10  a.  m.  the  following  signal 
was  sent  from  this  vessel:  "The  Massachusetts,  New  Orleans,  and  Iowa 
will  go  in  after  dinner  to  a  distance  of  7,000  yards  and  fire  at  the 
Cristobal  Colon  with  8,  12,  and  13  inch  guns.  Speed  about  10  knots." 
At  1.30  p.  m.  the  Massachusetts,  leading  the  New  Orleans  and  Iowa 
steamed  in  to  about  8,000  yards,  then  turned  to  the  eastward,  passed 
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the  entrance,  and  opened  fire  with  the  port  Sinoh  and  the  13-inch  guns, 
the  range  used  increasing  from  7,500  to  9,500  yards.  At  2.05  p.  m.  the 
column  turned  to  the  southward,  headed  west,  and  opened  fire  at  2.10 
p.  m.  with  the  starboard  battery.  Hauled  off  at  2.13  p.  m.,  total  time 
of  liring being  seven  minutes  thirty-flve  seconds.  Five  13-inch  and  nine 
8-inch  were  fired  from  the  Massachusetts,  all  being  good  line  shots,  but 
range  generally  short.  Some  damage  was  done  to  the  enemy,  several 
casualties  being  reported  the  following  day  by  the  Cubans.  The  enemy 
returned  our  fire  almost  immediately  from  ships  and  batteries,  but 
without  any  effect.  Toward  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement  they 
seemed  to  obtain  our  range,  and  several  shots  came  close  to  or  passed 
over  the  ship.  The  Spaniards  kept  up  a  desultory  fire  after  the  fleet 
had  withdrawn.  There  were  no  casualties  in  the  fleet.  The  mechanism 
of  the  guns  and  turrets  worked  very  satisfactorily.  Accompanying 
sketch  of  the  harbor  entrance  gives  the  position  of  the  enemy's  ships 
as  they  were  thought  to  be  located.  The  sea  was  calm;  light  airs  from 
the  southward. 

Yery  respectfully,  Feanois  J.  Higginson, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  GoMMANDBB  IN  Ohibf  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


A,  A,  A,  probably  Cristobal  Colon,  Tizcaya,  aiiA  Almirante  Oquendo. 
t,  t,  probably  Fwror  and  Fluton. 

TbesB  positions  correspond  closely  with  that  taten  from  tbe  log  book  of  the  Colon. 
Note.— The  foregoing  report  mentions  only  two  large  Teasels.    Commodore  Schley's  report  (page 
404),  however,  mentions  thxe& 
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137154. 

[Eeport  of  campaign  beginning  May  19,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Iowa, 
Guantanafno,  Cuba,  July  24, 1898. 

SiE :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  22d  instant  (No.  14),  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  report : 

This  ship  left  Key  West  (Sand  Key  anchorage)  at  11  a.  m.  May  20, 
and  reached  the  blockade  off  Havana  at  6.40  p.  m.,  when  the  course 
was  at  once  changed  to  the  westward  and  the  ship  started  for  Cienfue- 
gos.    The  light  on  Morro  was  lost  at  9  o'clock. 

At  9.30  a.  m.  of  May  21  sighted  the  Bupont  and  gave  her  bearing 
and  distance  of  Cape  San  Antonio.  At  10.30  exchanged  numbers  with 
Cincinnati,  cruising  to  westward  of  us.  At  12.45  rounded  Cape  San 
Antonio. 

On  May  22,  just  before  noon,  sighted  the  squadron  under  command  of 
Commodore  Schley  lying  off  Cienfuegos.  At  1.30  joined  the  squadron 
and  saluted  the  Commodore's  pennant  with  11  guns.  At  5.45  site  of 
light-house  (entrance  to  Cienfuegos)  bore  (magnetic)  N.  10°  E,,  distant 
about  5  miles. 

On  May  23  the  ffawk,  Gastine,  and  Merrimac  joined.  Began  coal- 
ing at  10  a.  m.  from  Merrimac.  An  Atlas  liner  came  in  from  south- 
ward, and  after  communicating  with  flagship  entered  harbor  of  Cien- 
fuegos. At  4,  site  of  light-house  (entrance  to  Cienfuegos)  bore  NE.  by 
E.  I  E.  (magnetic),  distant  about  3.5  miles.  At  6.30  stopped  coaling, 
having  received  255  tons  of  coal  on  board  during  the  day. 

May  24 :  On  Cienfuegos  blockade.  Cleared  for  action  by  signal  from 
flag  at  6.30  a.  m.  and  secured  at  6.45  a.  m.  Three  vessels  coming  in 
from  southward,  which  proved  to  be  the  MarMehead,  Eagle,  and  Vixen. 
At  7.30  Marblehead  saluted  the  Commodore's  pennant  with  11  guns. 
Eeceived  a  draft  of  men  from  Marblehead.  About  5.05  p.  m.  a  small 
Spanish  gunboat  appeared  at  mouth  of  channel  leading  to  Cienfuegos 
Harbor,  distant  4,900  yards,  and  stood  back  into  harbor  at  5.10.  Coaled 
Bupont  from  this  ship.  At  7.55  squadron  got  under  way  and  stood 
southward  and  eastward,  column  open  order. 

May  25 :  Weather  overcast.  Squally  and  rainy.  Long  sea  from  east- 
southeast.  Standing  along  Cuban  coast  to  southward  and  eastward, 
making  passage  fromi  Cienfaegos  to  Santiago.  Squadron  slowed  at 
times,  to  permit  Eagle  to  keep  station.  Maximum  speed  about  8  knots. 
A  three-masted  schooner  passed  through  the  fleet  about  10  p.  m.,  stand- 
ing to  westward. 

May  26 :  Weather  rainy.  Making  passage  from  Cienfaegos  to  San- 
tiago de  Cuba.  At  5  a.  m.  increased  speed  from  about  7  knots  to  9 
(following  flag),  and  changed  course  from  SE.  J  E.  to  E.  J  N.  (by  stand- 
ard). Standing  to  eastward.  At  1.30  p.  m.  Eagle  left  fleet  and  stood 
to  southward.  At  4.41  p.  m.  sighted  three  vessels  to  eastward.  At  5.10 
cleared  for  action  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship  and  went  ahead 
full  speed.  At  5.25  secured  and  stopped.  Vessels  proved  to  be  St. 
Paul,  Yale,  and  Minneapolis.  Stopped  until  9  p.  m.,  when  began  to 
form  column  of  vessels,  and  at  9.50  headed  course  W.  J  S.  (magnetic), 
8t.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Marblehead.  on  left  flank,  Yale,  with  Merrimac 
in  tow,  and  Vixen  on  right  flank.    At  11.20  p.  m.  stopped. 

May  27 :  Cloudy,  with  showers  until  8  a.  m.,  when  it  cleared.  Fleet 
stopped,  rate  making  effort  to  get  collier  iMemmae  in  tow.  At  9  a.m. 
Harvard  joined  squadron,  and  at  noon  stood  off  to  southward.  At  3.30 
p.  m.  Yale  got  line  fast  to  collier  Merrimac.    At  3.50  p.  m.  formed  col- 
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amn  on  flagship  and  went  ahead  7  knots,  course  west  (magnetic). 
The  St.  Faid  left  the  squadron  between  4  and  6  p.  m.,  and  stood  to 
southward.  At  7.20  p.  m.  stopped.  Texas  and  Marblehead  went  along- 
side collier  Merrimac  for  coal.  Moving  engines  occasionally  during 
night  to  keep  distance  from  flagship. 

May  28 :  Weather  clear  and  pleasant.  Fleet  lying  off  southern  coast 
of  Cuba.  Renewed  certain  packing  in  starboard  engine.  At  8.30  a.  m. 
Minneapolis  stood  off  to  westward  and  Tale  to  southward.  At  10  a.  m, 
Marblehead  left  collier  and  Vixen  went  alongside.  At  11.50  a.  m.  Texas 
left  collier.  At  1.10  p.  m.  Vixen  cast  off  from  collier.  At  1.30  p.  m. 
formed  column,  natural  order,  and  stopped.  At  2  p.  m.  went  ahead, 
course  E.  J  N.  (magnetic);  stopped  at  2.45  p.  m.,  and  went  ahead 
again  at  3  p.  m.  Standing  to  eastward.  Works  at  entrance  to  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  Harbor  in  plain  sight  latter  part  of  first  dogwatch.  At 
7.40  p,  m.  stopped,  following  motions  of  flagship.  Lying  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  keeping  station  in  column. 

May  29 :  Fair  and  warm.  Lying  off  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
At  6.10  sighted  St.  Paul  coming  in  from  eastward.  Moving  engines 
occasionally  to  maintain  position.  At  7.40  a.  m.  sighted  a  man-of-war 
in  entrance  to  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  probably  the  Spanish  ship 
Gristohal  Colon.  Daring  forenoon  watch  made  out  in  Santiago  Har- 
bor the  Spanish  war  vessels  Gristohal  Colon  and  two  vessels  of  Viz- 
caya  class.  During  forenoon  the  commanding  officers  of  the  fleet  went 
on  board  flagship  in  obedience  to  signal.  St.  Paul  stood  off  to  east- 
ward, carrying  mail.  Vixen  and  Massachusetts  went  alongside  collier. 
During  first  dogwatch  sighted  enemy's  torpedo  boat  in  entrance  to  har- 
bor, towing  boats.  During  night  fieet  steaming  slowly  back  and  forth 
before  harbor  of  Santiago.  About  9  p.  m.  Vixen  made  signal  that  enemy's 
torpedo  boat  was  in  sight.  Went  to  general  quarters  by  signal  from 
flagship.  Vixen  afterwards  spoke  us  and  said  she  had  probably  made 
a  mistake. 

May  30 :  Clear  and  warm.  Standing  slowly  to  and  fro  in  front  of 
Santiago  Harbor.  Marblehead  and  Vixen  patrolling  inshore.  Went 
alongside  collier  Merrimac  at  6.30  and  began  coaling  at  7.45.  H.  B, 
M.  S.  Indefatigable  came  in  from  southward  and  communicated  with 
flagship.  2few  Orleans  and  colliev  Sterling  joined  squsidTon.  Received 
357  tons  of  coal  by  6  p.  m,,  when  cast  off  collier.  Steaming  to  and  fro 
before  entrance  to  Santiago  Harbor  during  night. 

May  31 :  Off  entrance  to  Santiago.  Harvard  joined  squadron  at 
daybreak,  from  southward.  Flagship  Texas  and  Marblehead  went 
alongside  colliers.  At  10.30  Commodore  Schley  transferred  his  pen- 
nant to  Massachusetts.  At  12.45,  in  obedience  to  signal  from  flagship, 
began  to  clear  ship  for  action.  At  1,15,  went  to  general  quarters.  The 
Massachusetts  (carrying  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  Schley)  led  the 
attacking  force,  followed  in  column  at  double  distance  by  the  New 
Orleans  and  Iowa,  and  heading  about  east  by  north.  Began  steaming 
in  column  at  about  10  knots.  When  the  Cristdbal  Coldn  came  into 
view  the  Massachusetts  opened  fire  (time,  1.50).  The  New  Orleans 
opened  at  1.51  and  the  Iowa  at  1.56.  The  range  at  which  our  guns 
fixed  was  8,500  yards,  but  the  shots  fell  short.  The  range  (setting  of 
the  sights)  was  gradually  increased  to  9,000  yards  during  this  run.  At 
2.01  the  Iowa  ceased  firing,  the  other  Spanish  ship  (one  of  the  Vizcaya 
class)  being  no  longer  visible.  The  Massachusetts  had  already  turned 
with  a  port  helm  and  headed  about  west.  At  2.05  the  Massachusetts 
reopened  fire,  followed  by  the  New  Orleans  at  2,06  and  the  Iowa  at 
2.08.    During  the  second  passage  the  speed  was  decreased.    The  sights 
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were  set  first  at  9,500  yards,  gradually  increased  to  11,000  yards.  I'J'early 
all  shots  fell  slightly  short,  but  as  they  all  appeared  to  burst  or  graze 
it  is  likely  that  the  enemy  was  struck  by  many  fragments  and  possibly 
by  some  shell.  At  2.16  Iowa  ceased  firing.  The  flagship  stopped 
before  this  vessel  was  out  of  range,  and  several  shell  fell  near  us  after 
we  stopped  firing — one  close  aboard.  At  2.50  secured  the  battery. 
At  same  time  Commodore  Schley  transferred  his  flag  to  the  Vixen  and 
thence  to  the  BrooMyn.  At  3.10  the  vessels  and  forts  of  the  enemy 
ceased  firing.  During  night  steaming  to  and  fro  before  entrance  to 
Santiago. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  "  Important  signals  from  May  19, 1898,  to  June 
1, 1898;"  also,  "The  positions  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Iowa  from  May  19,  1898, 
to  June  1, 1898." 

Very  respectfully,  E.  D.  Evans, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

OOMMANDEE   IN   CHIEF  TJ.  S.  NAVAL   FOECE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Appendix. 
Important  signals  from  May  19, 1898,  to  June  1,  1898. 


Date. 

From. 

To. 

Signal. 

May  19: 
12  m  ... 

New  York.... 

Coal  on  hand,  462;  coaling  from  Saturn. 

Stop  coaling  in  time  to  reaoli  Havana  before  dark. 

Permission  to  get  under  way ;  granted. 

Exchanged  nnmhers  (dlst.  pennants)  with  U.  S.  T.  B. 

Dupont. 
Exchanged  numbers  with  TJ.  S.  S.  Cincinnati. 

Exchanged  numbers  with  IT.  S.  P.  S.  Brooklyn. 
Take  position  astern  of  Massachusetts,  distance  100 

yards. 
follow  motions    of    Commander  in  Chief,   column, 

slow  speed. 
Speed,  5  knots. 
Increase  distance  at  dark  to  600  yards.    Keep  bright 

lookout,  several  gun  vessels  reported  inside;  the 

Dupont  win  patrol  inside  the  squadron. 
Stop. 

Form  column,  slow  speed. 

Stop. 

3  steamers  sighted  bearing  SW.  by  S. 

Shall  we  prepare  to  receive  collier  alongside! 

May  20 

11.15  ft.  m 

New  York 

New  York.... 

May  21: 

10.25  a.  m  . . 

11.30  ft.  m 

May  22: 

Brooklyn 

do 

do 

3.45  p.  m  . . . 

Squadron 

do 

6.07  p.  m . . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

May  23: 

do 

do 

6.30  a. m  ... 

do 

do 

Brooklyn 

do 

7.15  a.  m  . . . 

Brooklyn 

do 

■  Coal  Dupont  when  she  gets  alongside. 

Strange  vessel  sighted  bearing  SB  by  B. 

Situation  unchanged;  rumor  Spanish  fleet  is  at  &an- 
tlftgo,  but  not  believed. 

Coftl  on  hand,  795 ;  expended,  40. 

Strange  vessel  sighted  bearing  SSW. 

News  from  Jamaica  reports  the  Spanish  fleet  arrived 
at  Santiago  Thursday  and  left  Friday;  think  they 
are  at  Cienfuegoa  now,  as  I  heard  heavy  guns  iaring 
on  Saturday  iibout  4.30  o'clock,  30  miles  west  from 
here.    I  interpreted  it  as  a  welcome  to  the  fleet. 

In  case  of  separation,  jrendezvous  lat.  21°  30'  north; 
long.  80°  19'  west,  13  mUes  east  of  Jagua  Bank. 

Slow  speed;  Iowa  excused. 

Stop. 

9.15  a.  m  . . 

do 

Squadron 

11.22  a.  m  .. 

do 

12m...  . 

lOWft 

Brooklyn 

do 

Squadron 

do 

12.30  p.m.. 
1.45  p.  m . . . 

do 

Brooklyn 

do 

do 

do 

5.41  p.  m . . . 

do 

do 

do 

6.45  p.  m  . . . 
6  46  p.  m 

do 

do 

Squadron 

do 

do 

Slow  speed,  course  SSE. 
At  7  stop  and  keep  position. 

Slow  speed. 
Stop. 

May  24: 

....  do  

MOa.m... 

do 

do 

BUKEAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  421 

Important  signals  from  May  19,  189S,  to  June  1,  1898 — Continned. 


Date. 

From. 

To. 

Signal. 

May  24: 

6.18  a.  m   . 

Iowa 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

Have  sighted  »  eteamera  bearing  about  S.  by  W. 
The  strange  sail  is  suspicious. 
Clear  ship  for  action. 

6.20  a.m... 

Brooklyn 

6.35  a.  m 

do 

do   

6.36 a.m  ... 
6.50  a.  m  . . . 
6.55  a.  m  . . . 
6.57  a.m  .. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Iowa  .--..... 

Steam  at  12  knots. 

Slow  speed. 

Discontinne  present  exercise. 

9  15  a.m 

Brooklyn 

Iowa 

as  she  arriTes. 
Gunboat  standing  out  of  harbor. 
Coal  the  Dupont. 
Coal  on  hand,  956;  expended,  33. 
Stand  out  from  shore. 
Keep  safe  working  distance  from  shore. 
Report  at  once  how  much  coal  you  have  aboard  for  10 

knots;  how  many  days? 
Can  do  10  knots  on  about  100  tons  a  day;  9  days. 
Form  column  on  F. 
Torpedo  vessel  is  approaohing. 
Course  E.  by  S. 
Slow  speed. 

9.20  a.  m  . . 

Brooklyn 

Iowa 

12  m 

Brooklyn 

Iowa 

Squadron 

1.30  p.  m  . . . 
2.10  p.  m  . .  - 
3.35p.m... 

4  p.  m 

5.15  p.  m  .  - . 
5.25  p.  m ... 

5.50  p.m... 

5.51  p.  m  . . . 
5.53  p.  m  .  -  - 
6.58  p.  m  . . . 
7.07  p.  m  . . . 

7.40  p.  m  . . . 
7.48  p.  m  . . . 
7.53  p.  m  . . . 

Brooklyn 

do 

do 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

do 

do 

Brooklyn 

Brooklyn 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Stop. 

We  are  bound  to  Santiago.    In  case  of  separation 

rendezvous  at  Gouaives  Bay,  Haiti,  outside  marine 

limit. 
Course  SB. 
Course  SE.  1/2  S. 
Slow  speed. 

Form  column,  open  order. 
Speed,  9  knots. 
Gaatiue  remains  here. 
Several  lights  bearing  east. 

"We  will  slow  down,  making  7  knots,  to  wait  for  the 

Eagle. 
Stop. 

Keep  under  steerageway  only. 
Speed,  6  knots. 

Coal  on  hand,  891;  expended,  65. 
Coarse,  SE.  by  E.  i  E. 
Speed,  6  knots. 
Speed,  7  knots. 

Stop. 

Speed,  9  knots. 
Stop. 

Must  stop  for  20  minutes  to  let  Merrimac  make  re- 
pairs. 
Speed,  9  knots. 

Coal  on  hand,  820  tons ;  expended,  71. 
E.iN. 
Slow  speed. 
9  knots 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

8.05  p.m... 
8.50  p.m... 
9.10  p.m... 
May2S: 

7.10  a.m  ... 

do 

do 

Iowa 

do 

do 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

do 

Brooklyn 

do 

8  50  a  m 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

1.30  p.m... 
6.55  p.  m ... 
8.58  p.m.-. 
May  26: 

10'.15a.m  .. 
10  20  a.  m 

Brooklyn 

do 

do 

do 

..    do     

do 

do 

do 

do     . 

10.35  a.  m  . 

do 

do 

10.45  a.  m 

do   

do 

12  m 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

12.25  p.m.. 

Brooklyn 

do 

do     .. 

do 

do 

4.45  p.  m . . . 
4.57  p.  m . . . 

Iowa 

Brooklyn 

Sqnadron..... 
do 

2  of  our  omisera  bearing  NN"W.     Yale  and  St. 

Louis. 
Column  left- 

Brooklyn 

do 

5.10  p.  m  . . . 
5.15  p.m... 
5.20  p.  m  - . 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

....  do  .  ...... 

Steamer  bearing  north.    Supposed  to  be  Minneapolis. 
Clear  ship  for  action. 
Speed,  12  knots. 
Discontinue  present  exercise. 
Steam  at  standard  speed. 
Stop. 

Destination,  Key  West,  via  sonth  side  of  Cuba  and 
Yucatan  Channel,  as  soon  aa  collier  is  ready ;  speed, 
9  knots. 

Brooklyn 

do 

5.28  p.  m  . . . 

do 

do 

do 

do 

5,30  p.m 

do 

do 

do 

do 

9  p.m 

do 

do     

do 

do 

Speed,9knota. 

Ask  Merrimao  how  soon  chief  engineer  will  finish 

his  examination.. 
I  am  ready  to  go  ahead. 

11.20  p.m.. 
May  27: 

10.05 a.m  .. 

".do 

do 

Tale 

do 

Iowa  ....  .... 

Brooklyn 

10.35  a.m.. 

Merrimao 

10.40  a.  m  . . 

Brooklyn 

Squadron 

Completed. 

Can  yon  fetch  into  the  port  of  Key  West  with  coal 
lemainisgl    Seport  by  signaL 

11  a.  m 

Brooklyn 
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Date. 


From. 


To. 


Signal. 


May  27: 

11.05  a.  m  . 

12  m 

1  p.m 

3.45  p.  m  . . 
7.15  p.  m  . . 
8.15  p.  m  . . 
May  28: 

11.15  a.m  . 
11.30  a.  m  . 


12m 

1.12  p.m  .. 
1.25  p.  m  . . 
2.30  p.m  .. 


4.05  p.  m  . 
4.30  p.  m . 


6.20  p.  m  . . 

6.10  p.m.. 

6.45  p. m  .. 
May  29 : 

6.10  a.  ra.. 

6.30  a.  ra  . . 

8.10  a.m  .. 

8.35  a.m  .. 

12m 

12m 

5  p.m 

6.57  p.m.. 

6.15  p.  m . . 

G.  40  p.m.. 
May  30: 

5.20  a.  m  . . 


10.80  a.  m  . 
11.15  a.m. 
11.30  a.  m  . 


12m 

3.25  p.  m  . . 
6.20  p.  m  . . 
6,30  p.  m  . . 

May  31 : 

8.50  a.m  .. 
10.50  a.  m  . 

11.20  a.  m  . 


12  m. 


12.45  p.m. 
1.25  p.m.. 
1.29  p.m.. 
1.31  p.m.. 
1.33  p.m.. 

1.40  p.m.. 
2.05  p.m.. 
2.16  p.m.. 


Iowa 

do 

Marblehead  . 
Brooklyn  — 

do 

Iowa 


Brooklyn . 
do 


Iowa 

Brooklyn  . 

do 

....do.... 


.do. 
-do. 


....do.... 
Iowa 

Brooklyn . 


Iowa 

Brooklyn 

do 

.-..do 

Iowa 

Texas 

Brooklyn 

do , 

....do , 

...do 

....do , 


Iowa 

Brooklyn . 
do 


Iowa 

....do.... 
Brooklyn  - 
do 


do. 

Iowa  .. 


Maesachueetts 
(flagship) . 

Iowa 


Brooklyn . 

do 

...-do  .... 
....do.... 
....do.... 


.do 

.do 

.do 


Brooklyn  - 

do 

do.... 

Squadron  - 

do 

Brooklyn . 


Iowa 

Squadron . 


Brooklyn . 
Squadron . 

do 

do.... 


Iowa 

Squadron . 


do.... 

Brooklyn  . 
Squadron . 

Brooklyn . 
Squadron . 

do 

....do-... 
Brooklyn . 

do 

Squadron . 

do 

....do.... 
....do.... 

Iowa 


Brooklyn  . 
Squadron . 
do 


Brooklyn . 

...  do 

Squudron . 
do 


....do 

Massachusetts 

(flagship). 
Squadron... 


Massachnsetta 
(flagship.) 

Squadron 

do 

do 

do 

do 


..do. 
..do  . 
do. 


Affirmative. 

Coal  on  hand,  762;  expended,  58. 

Strange  vessel,  bearing  ENE. 

Form  columQ  on  F;  course  west;  apeed,  7  knots. 

Stop. 

Light  sighted  bearing  N.  by  W. 

KendezTOTis  in  GonaiTes  Bay.     ■ 

In  case  of  separation  fleet  wiU  rendezvous  at  place 
which  will  be  designated  by  signal ;  lat.  19°  24'  N. ; 
long.  73°  03'  "W. 

Coal  on  hand,  726;  expended,  36. 

Form  column  on  F,  natural  order;  course  E.  |  N. 

Speed,  6  knots. 

I  have  no  news  of  importance.  Have  requested  coal ' 
vessels  to  be  sent  to  Gonaives.  "Will  remain  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba  till  further  orders  while  coal 
remaining  leaves  enough  to  reach  coast  of  Haiti. 

"While  off  Santiago  the  general  meeting  place  will  be 
25  miles  south  of  that  place. 

"We  will  stop  a  little  after  dark  and  will  endeavor  to 
maintain  our  formation.  The  Marblehead  will  go 
inside  fleet  about  2  miles.  Keep  a  sharp  lookout 
and  readiness. 

Load  main  battery. 

Steamer,  bearing  SE.  by  S. 

Vessel  sighted,  bearing  "W.J  N, 

Stranger  sighted,  bearing  east. 

Form  column. 

Let  the  people  go  to  breakfast. 

Commanding  oflicers  repair  on  board  the  flagship. 

Coal  on  hand,  686;  expended,  40. 

Coal  on  band,  595;  expended,  40. 

Take  your  position  in  colamn  at  6  p.  m. 

Take  double  distance. 

Slow  speed. 

Speed  as  slow  as  possible. 

Leave  formation  and  coal  up  as  soon  as  collier  gets 

nearer. 
Strange  vessel  sighted,  bearing  E.  by  N. 
Strange  vessel  is  a  man-of-war. 
Cruiser  Indefatigable  aaked  and  received  permission 

to  enter;  can  not  understand  why  she  did  not 

avail  of  it. 
Coal  on  hand,  791  j  expended,  34. 
Strange  vessel,  bearing  ENE. 
Form  column. 
Order  in  column:  Brooklyn,   Massachusetts,  New 

Orleans,  Iowa,  Texas. 

Clear  ship  for  action. 

Strange  vessel  sighted,  bearing  SB. 

The  Massachusetts  and  New  Orleans  and  Iowa  will 

to  in  after  dinner  to  a  distance  of  7,000  yards  and 
re  at  Christobal  Colon  with  8  and  12  and  13  inch 
■  guns.    Speed  about  10  knots. 
Coal  on  hand,  967;  expended,  41. 

Clear  ship  for  action. 

Massachusett-s,  New  Orleans,  Iowa;  form  column. 
Speed  10  knots. 
"Will  indicate  range. 

Following  Massachusetts,  use  heavy  guns  on  Chris- 
tobal Colon. 
Fire  steadily  and  with  greatest  practicable  precision . 
Do  not  go  in  any  closer. 
Cease  firing. 


BUREAU    OF    NAVIGATION. 
Position  of  U.  S.  S.  Iowa  from  May  19,  1S9S,  to  June  1,  1898. 


423 


Date. 

Position. 

May  19 

At  Anchor,  Key  West.  Pla. 

May  20 

8  p.  m.,  lat.  23°  13'  N. ;  long.  82°  42'  W. 
8  a.  m.,  lat.  22'=  35'  30"  N. ;  long.  84°  47'  W. 
Noon,  lat.  21°  49'  45"  N. ;  long.  85°  03'  15"  W. 
8  p.  m.,  lat.  21°  25'  N. ;  long.  83°  43'  W. 
8  am.,  lat.  21°  20'  N.  j  long.  81°  21'  "W. 
Noon,  lat.  21°  46'  N. ;  long.  80°  44'  W. 
Off  CienfuegOB,  Cuba. 
Do 

Do 

May  21 

Do 

May  22 

May  23 

May  24       .                   .              . 

May  25 

8  a.  m.,  lat.  20°  42'  N.  j  long,  j  long.  79°  23'  30"  VT. 
Noon,  lat.  20°  30'  15"  N. ;  long.  79°  16'  W. 
8  p.  m.,  lat.  20°  03'  30"  N. ;  long.  78°  36'  15"  W. 
8  a.  m.,  lat.  19°  29'  30"  N. ;  long.  77°  06'  45"  W. 

Do                     

Do 

May  26         

Do 

Noon,  lat.  10°  SO'  56"  N.  i  long.  76°  30'  W. 
8  p.  m.,  lat.  19°  27'  N. ;  long.  75°  40'  "W. 
8  a.  m.,  lat.  19°  30'  N. ;  long.  76°  W. 
Noon,  lat  19°  35'  24"  N. ;  long.  76°  02'  'W. 
8  p.  m.,  lat.  19°  35'  30"  N.  i  long.  76°  30'  "W. 
8  a.  m.,  lat.  19°  40'  N. ;  long.  76°  29'  46"  W. 

May  27                  

Do 

Do 

Noon,  lat.  19°  37'  34"  N. ;  long.  76°  29'  W. 
Off  Snntiago  de  Cuba. 
Do. 

May  30                           ... 

Do. 

POSITIONS  OFU.S-SJOIVA.  MAY £6'-'  -39V>, 
WHEN  ATTACHED  TO  THE  FLYING  SfUADRON, 
FROM  H.  Q.  CHART,  NS  94$. 


SANTIAGO  de  CUBA. 


137163. 


No.  134.] 


[Eeport  on  operation  of  Marhlehead  from  May  19  to  June  1.] 


U.  S.  S.  Marblehead,  3b  Eatb, 

Ouantanamo,  Cuba,  July  26, 1898. 
SiE:  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  22d  instant,  to  report  upon  the 
operations  of  the  vessels  under  my  command  from  May  19  to  June  1 
last,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  narrative: 

In  compliance  with  your  instructions  of  the  19th  of  May  last,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Oienfuegos  with  the  division  then  under  my  command  and  report 
to  Commodore  Schley,  the  Marhlehead,  Vixen,  a^  I  Eagle  sailed  from 
Key  West  at  6  p.  m.  on  the  21st  of  May. 
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Between  meridian  and  4  p.  m.  of  the  33d  of  May  the  British  steamer 
Specialist  was  boarded;  she  was  from  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  in  ballast 
for  Mobile,  and  the  statements  of  her  captain  are  embodied  in  my  K"o.  1, 
of  May  23  addressed  to  Commodore  Schley. 

At  5.30  a.  m.  of  the  24th  of  May  the  squadron  of  Commodore  Schley 
was  sighted  off  Cienfuegos,  and  at  8  a.  m.  I  reported  in  person  on  board 
the  flagship  Brooldyn.  I  asked  permission  to  communicate  with  the 
Cuban  force  located  13  miles  west  of  Colorodos  Point,  with  whom  I  had 
established  relations  on  the  15th  of  May,  stating  to  Commodore  Schley, 
who  then  believed  Admiral  Oervera's  squadron  to  be  in  Cienfuegos, 
that  I  could  ascertain  definitely  what  ships  were  then  in  the  harbor  of 
Cienfuegos. 

After  obtaining  the  desired  permission  from  the  commodore  and 
transferring  a  draft  of  sixty  men  to  the  Iowa,  the  Marblehead  and  Eagle 
steamed  toward  the  Cuban  camp,  arriving  off  the  landing  cove  at  12.10 
p.  m.  After  landing  clothes,  stores,  ammunition,  rifles,  some  dynamite, 
with  a  battery  and  bombs,  and  ascertaining  that  Admiral  Cervera's 
ships  were  not  in  Cienfuegos,  the  Marblehead  and  Eagle,  at  1.45  p.  m., 
started  on  their  return  to  the  flagship  BrooJclyn.  As  the  Eagle  could 
steam  faster  than  the  Marblehead,  I  directed  her  commanding  officer  to 
proceed  at  once  to  the  Brooldyn,  in  order  to  acquaint  Commodore  Schley 
with  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  squadron  was  not  in  Cienfuegos  harbor. 
A-t  3.25  p.  m.  the  Marblehead  was  abreast  the  flagship  Brooldyn  and  I 
repaired  on  board.  After  informing  Commodore  Schley  that  Admiral 
Oervera's  squadron  was  not  in  Cienfuegos,  I  requested  and  received  his 
approval  of  the  issue  of  provisions  and  clothing  which  I  had  made  to 
the  Cuban  force  from  the  ship's  stores. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  log  of  the  Marblehead  for  Tues- 
day, May  24,  bearing  upon  this  subject: 

Fonnd  out  from  Cuban  force,  13  miles  west  from  the  entrance  to  Cienfuegos,  that 
the  ships  of  Admiral  Cervera  were  not  in  Cienfuegos,  but  that  only  the  ships  were 
inside  which  had  been  there  at,  the  time  of  the  last  visit  of  the  Marblehead  to  Cien- 
fuegos (May  8  to  16),  viz,  the  Gallieia,  a  second  gunboat,  and  half  a  dozen  armed 
launches.  So  soon  as  the  provisions,  arms,  and  clothing  were  landed  for  the  Cubans 
the  Eagle  was  sent  on  in  advance  of  the  Marblehead  to  give  Commodore  Schley  the 
information  in  regard  to  Cervera's  squadron.  This  information  was  confirmed  on 
the  arrival  of  +he  Marblehead  within  hail  of  the  Brooklyn. 

After  reporting  to  Commodore  Schley,  the  division  which  I  had  com- 
manded was  merged  into  his  force. 

While  I  was  on  the  Brooldyn  the  executive  ofilcer  of  the  Marblehead 
erroneously  signaled  that  this  ship  had  but  five  and  a  half  days'  coal, 
whereas  according  to  my  estimate  she  had  seven  days,  and  I  so  informed 
Commodore  Schley  verbally. 

At5.15p.  m.  ilioBroofcZyw  signaled  to  the  fleet  "Form  column;"  at5.45 
Marblehead  started  ahead  on  course  SSW.  to  take  position;  at  5.50 
Brooldyn  made  "Course  S.  byB.;"  at  6.00,  "  Steam  at  slow  speed;"  at 
6.05  started  ahead  on  course  8.  by  E.  (psc).  At  7.02  Brooldyn  signaled 
"Stop;"  at  7.15  p.  m.  Brooldyn  signaled  "We  are  bound  for  Santiago," 
and  at  7.25,  "In  case  of  separation  rendezvous  at  Gonaives  Bay,  Hayti, 
outside  of  marine  limit;"  at  7.30  changed  course  to  SB.,  and  at  7.50 
changed  course  to  SE.  J  S.  (psc).  At 7.55  Brooldyn  made  "Form line, 
inverted  order,"  and  at  8  p.  m.  Marblehead  went  ahead  slow  on  course 
SB.  f  S.  (psc). 

At  8.15  p.m. flagship  made  "Take  distance"  and  wigwagged  "We 
are  going  to  use  our  masthead  light  for  speed."    Coal  at  noon  199§  tons. 

During  May  25,  the  Marblehead,  in  squadron,  steered  on  courses  SE. 
i  S.,  SB.  by  B.  i  E,,  SB,  by  E.  |  E.,  and  BSE.  J  E.  all  (psc).    At  noon 
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the  position  by  observation  was  lat.  20°  29'  58"  N.,  long.  79°  17'  02"  W. 
At  8  p.  m.  the  latitude  by  D.  E.  was  20°  04'  00"  N.,  and  the  longitude 
by  afternoon  observation  78°  29'  58"  W. 

Nothing  of  moment  occurred,  the  weather  being  overcast  with  squalls, 
rough  and  moderate  sea,  fresh  to  stifl"  breezes,  with  wind  from  BNE. 
hauling  to  SE.  by  S.  at  11  o'clock  p.  m.  The  average  speed  was  from 
6  to  7  knots.    Coal  at  noon  167.5  tons. 

Thursday,  May  26,  the  course  of  the  ship  until  5  o'clock  was  between 
SE,  by  E.  I  E.  to  E.  |  N. 

The  position  at  noon  by  observation,  lat.  19°  31'  20"  N.,long.  75°  39' 54" 
W.  The  position  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.  was  by  D.  R.  lat.  19°  31'  32"  N., 
the  long.,  by  p.  m.  observation,  75°  48'  02"  W. 

The  speed  varied  from  7  to  9  knots.  At  1.15  p.  m.  the  Uagle  came 
within  hail,  and  her  commanding  officer  stated  that  he  was  directed  to 
go  to  Port  Antonio  for  coal,  and  from  that  port  to  Key  West,  after  which 
he  left  the  squadron.  At  5.05  p.  m.  we  sighted  three  vessels  ahead, 
which  fact  was  signaled  to  the  flagship  Brooldyn.  At  5.10  p.  m.  flag- 
ship made  "Clear  for  action;"  at  5.12,  "Steam  at  half  speed"  and 
"Follow  the  motions  of  Commander  in  Chief,"  and  "Speed  12  knots." 
At  5.30  p.  m.,  "Discontinue  present  exercise,"  and  5.33,  "Stop." 

The  three  ships  proved  to  be  the  Minneapolis,  Yale,  and  St.  Paul. 
At  5.50  p.  m.  flagship  Brooklyn  made  wigwag  general  signal  "Show no 
lights  except  taffrail  light  in  thick  weather." 

At  6.30  p.  m.  Brooldyn  made  general  signal  "Disregard  motions  of 
Commander  in  Chief,"  and  at  7.45  p.  m.,  "Destination  Key  West  via 
south  side  of  Cuba,.  Yucatan  Channel,  as  soon  as  collier  is  ready ;  speed 
9  knots."  At  9  p.  m.  BrooMyn  made  "Form  column"  course  W.;  9.15, 
"Speed  9  knots;"  at  9.20,  "Use  truck  light  for  speed;"  at  9.45,  "You 
are  not  to  use  truck  light  except  in  slowing,  stopping,  or  backing." 
During  the  6  to  8  p.  m.  watch  the  Minneapolis  was  directed  to  take  the 
Marblehead  in  tow,  and  the  Tale  to  take  the  collier  Merrimac  in  tow. 
The  Minneapolis  replied  that  her  machinery  was  out  of  order.  Coal  at 
noon,  137  tons. 

Friday,  May  27:  Position  at  noon  by  observation,  lat.  19°  33'  5"  K, 
long.  76°  3'  25"  W.  Position  at  8  p.  m.,  lat.,  by  D.  R.,  19°  34'  15"  N., 
longitude,  by  afternoon  observation  of  the  sun,  76°  27'  30"  W. 

At  8.55  a.  m.  sighted  a  steamer  to  north  and  east  and  signaled  fact 
to  flagship.  She  proved  to  be  the  Harvard.  At  10.55  a.  m.  BrooMyn 
signaled  "  Can  you  fetch  into  the  anchorage  or  port,  Key  West,  with 
coal  remaining?"  An  affirmative  answer  was  made  to  this  signal. 
Coal  at  noon,  117  tons.  At  7.25  p.  m.  the  BrooMyn  signaled,  "Can  you 
coal  to-night?"  Answered  "Yes;  if  collier  stops."  At  9  p.  m.  stopped 
near  collier  and  began  coaling  ship. 

Saturday,  May  28 :  Position  at  noon  by  observation,  lat.  19°  30'  45" 
N.,  long.  76°  30'  48"  W.  Continued  to  coal  ship  until  10  a.  m.  At 
10.30  a.  m.  BrooMyn  signaled  to  Marblehead,  "  Eendezvous  same  place, 
Guareny  Bay."  At  11.50  a.  m.  "  In  case  of  disaster  or  separation  fleet 
will  rendezvous  at  place  which  will  be  designated  by  signal."  At  1.18 
p.  m.  BrooMyn  signaled  "  Form  column,  course  E.  J  N.,"  and  at  1.20 
p.  m,  "  Speed  6  knots,"  course  NE.  by  N".  (psc).  At  2.19  p.  m.  course 
B.  f  K.  (psc). 

The  squadron  was  in  column  in  natural  order,  the  Marblehead  being 
2  miles  off  the  port  beam  of  the  BrooMyn  and  inside.  At  2.40  p.  m. 
BrooMyn  signaled  "I  have  no  news  of  importance;"  at  3.45,  "Have 
requested  coal  vessels  to  be  sent  to  Gonaives.  Will  remain  off  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  until  further  orders  while  coal  remaining  leaves  enough 
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to  reach  coast  of  Haiti."  At  4.25  p.  m.  flagship  made  signal,  "While 
off  Santiago  general  meeting  place  will  be  25  miles  distant,  south  of 
place;"  and  at  4.55  p.  m.  wigwagged,  "The  fleet  will  stop  after  dark 
and  try  to  keep  our  formation."  "  The  Marhlehead  will  scout  inside 
the  fleet  about 2  miles;  keep  a  good  lookout,  and  be  in  readiness." 

At  5.15  p.  m.  BrooUyn  signaled  to  squadron  "  Load  main  battery." 

At  5.2ZT^.m.  Mar blehead  signaled  to  flagship  "Sighted  strange  ves- 
sel bearing  south." 

This  ship's  guns  had  been  loaded  since  leaving  Key  West. 

Between  4  and  5  p.  m.  "Sighted  the  Morro  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  on 
port  bow."  At  6.15 p.  m. Marhlehead  signaled  to  flagship  "Sighted 
strange  vessel  bearing  SE.  by  S." 

From  6  to  8  p.  in.  Marhlehead  was  steaming  in  squadron  on  port  beam 
of  BrooMyn,  2  miles  inshore. 

"  Began  blockading  Santiago  de  Cuba"  between  6  to  8  p.  m.  From  8 
p.  m.  until  midnight  standing  east  and  west  in  front  of  harbor  of  San- 
tiago until  9.45,  when  Marhlehead  stopped. 

The  position  at  8  p.  m. "  Santiago  de  Cuba  light-house  north-northeast, 
LO  miles  distant." 

May  29,  "Lying  off  entrance  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  until  1.30  a.  m., 
then  cruising  up  and  down  at  half  speed." 

[Extract  from  log.] 

4  to  8  a.  m. :  At  6.30  flagship  signaled  "  Follow  motions  of  Commander  in  Chief," 
and  stood  in  about  61  miles  to  entrance  of  (Santiago  de  Cuba.  Sighted  two  large 
cruisers  and  torpedo  boat  at  entrance  to  harbor,  one  cruiser  Cristobal  Colon.  Kept 
about  1,500  yards  inshore  of  flagship.  At  7  flagship  signaled  M.  63,  V.  05;  at  7  sig- 
naled to  flagship,  "Same  two  cruisers  at  entrance  of  harbor."  At  7.15  signaled 
"  Sighted  strange  vessel  bearing  N.  i  W." 

8  a.  m.  to  meridian:  At  8.05  flagship  made  "Let  the  people  go  to  breakfast;"  at 
8.07  flagship  made  wigwag,  "Come  closer;"  stood  toward  flagship. 

At  8.30,  flagship  to  squadron  "  Stop ; "  at  8.40,  flagship  to  squadron  "  Commanding 
ofScers  repair  on  board  flagship."     "  Send  mail  to  this  vessel." 

Commodore  Schley  explained  to  the  commanding  offioers  that  in  case  the  Spanish 
ships  came  out  he  wished  to  concentrate  the  batteries  of  all  of  our  ships  on  a  portion 
of  those  of  the  enemy.  This  was  not  explained  as  a  tactical  concentration  of  our 
whole  force  on  a  part  of  the  enemy,  but  as  a  division  of  our  whole  fire  on  several  of 
the  enemy's  ships. 

During  the  time  the  commanding  officer  was  on  board  the  flagship  Captain  Evans 
asked  Commodore  Schley  if  it  were  his  intention  to  steam  at  the  enemy's  ships  in 
case  they  should  start  to  come  out.  Commodore  Schley  answered  "  Certainly,"  and 
added  words  indicative  of  his  intentions  to  attack  them  as  they  came  out  of  the  nar- 
row defile. 

At  9  a,  m.,  P.  to  L. :  "  What  is  the  height  of  Christohal  Colon's  top!"  L.  to  V. : 
"84J  feet."     "Sighted  two  cruisers  and  destroyer  in  harbor." 

Lying  with  fleet  off  port,  engines  stopped. 

Meridian  to  4  p.  ni. ;  Lying  to  off  Santiago  entrance,  about  5,000  yards  inshore  of 
flagship  until  3.45;  went  ahead  slow,  with  helm  hard  starboard.  Sighted  armored 
cruiser  at  mouth  of  harbor.  4  to  6  p.  m. :  Lying  off  entrance  to  Santiago  harbor. 
At  5.20  p.  m.  BrooTdyn  signaled  "Take  your  positions  in  column  at  6  p.  m.,"  and  at 
5.30,  "Slow  speed;"  at  6,  *  *  •  .  6  to  8  p.  m.:  Lying  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
8  p.  m.  to  midnight:  Lying  to  about  6  miles  off  entrance  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 
"During  this  watch  Marhlehead  steamed  to  eastward  of  Morro  Castle  on  account  of 
signal  made  from  the  Vixen  that  a  torpedo  boat  had  come  out ;  but  it  proved  to  be  a 
light  on  a  locomotive  running  along  the  beach." 

At  midnight  Marhlehead  was  lying  to  about  6  miles  off  entrance. 

May  30 :  During  the  mid  and  morning  watches  the  Marhlehead  was  steaming  or 
stopped  off  the  entrance  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  At  5.50  a.  m.  Vixen  came  within  hall 
and  informed  us  by  megaphone,  "I  saw  three  vessels  in  the  harbor,  two  of  the 
Viscaya  class  and  the  Vhristohal  Colon.  The  Christohal  Colon  was  nearest  the 
entrance." 

VVom  8  a.  m.  to  midnight  Marhlehead  was  lying  off  the  entrance  to  Santiago  de 
Cuba  or  steaming  slowly  to  and  &o  inside  the  heavier  ships.     Between  meridian 
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and  1  p.  m.  sighted  Chrietohal  Colon  and  a  merchant  steamer  at  entrance  to  harbor. 
At  7  p.  m.  signaled  to  flagship  "  Sighted  strange  vessel  bearing  ESE." 

May  31:  Marblehead  was  lying  to  off  thee  ntrance  to  Santiago  de  Cuba.  About 
6  a.  m.  Marilehead  went  alongside  collier  Merrimao  and  coaled  until  4.30  p.  m.  After 
this  stood  in  toward  the  Morro  and  remained  off  Santiago  until  midnight. 

June  1 :  Blockading  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  nntil  4.45  a.  m.,  when  smoke  was  sighted 
to  the  eastward,  which  proved  to  be  the  New  York,  Oregon,  and  Mayjlowtr. 

Very  respectfully, 

B.  H,  McOalla, 
Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE   IN   CHIEF, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


118974. 

Flying  Squadron,  U.  S.  Flagship  Beookltn, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  1,  1898. 
Sir:  1,  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  detailed  report  con 
cerning  the  reconnaissance  of  the  30th  ultimo. 

2.  As  the  Broohlyn,  Texas,  and  Marblehead  were  coaling  I  shifted 
my  broad  pennant  to  the  Massachusetts,  and,  together  with  the  loioa 
and  New  Orleans,  steamed  in  from  a  position  about  5  miles  southwest 
of  the  entrance.  At  12.45  made  signal,  "Clear  for  action,"  and  at  1.05 
the  signal  for  "General  quarters."  The  speed  was  set  at  10  knots, 
with  the  three  vessels  in  column  at  distance,  the  Massachusetts  leading 
and  the  Iowa  following  the  New  Orleans. 

3.  Stood  in  with  port  helm  heading  gradually  to  about  N,  E,,  then 
easing  to  E.  NE.  The  distance  having  decreased  to  about  7,000  yards, 
headed  east,  and  at  2,  the  Colon  having  been  opened  out  in  the 
entrance,  commenced  firing  with  our  port  batteries,  using  the  guns  of 
greatest  range  on  the  Colon  and  the  smaller  ones  against  the  fortifica- 
tions. 

4.  Our  fire  was  at  once  returned  by  the  ships  inside  the  harbor  (firing 
at  random  over  the  land)  and  by  the  forts  to  the  eastward  and  west- 
ward of  the  entrance  and  on  Cay  Smith ;  also  by  the  Colon.  At  2.10 
ceased  firing,  turned  with  port  helm  to  W.  by  S.,  and  slowed.  Headed 
off  shore  at  2.23  and  stood  out  of  range.  The  shore  batteries  and  the 
Colon  continued  firing  until  about  3  p.  m. 

5.  None  of  our  vessels  were  struck,  although  the  shots  fell  over  and 
around  them.  I  have  learned  from  insurgent  sources  that  the  Reina 
Mercedes  was  struck  by  a  shell  and  8  men  were  killed;  also  that  a 
number  of  shots  struck  the  Morro. 

■6.  The  reconnaisance  developed  the  fact  that  the  Spanish  vessels  are 
in  the  harbor  and  that  the  fortifications  are  well  provided  with  long- 
range  guns  of  large  caliber.  They  used  smokeless  powder  almost 
exclusively,  with  the  exceijtion  of  the  batteries  to  the  westward  of  the 
entrance. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  S.  Schley, 
Commodore,  U.  8.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief  Flying  Squadron. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Bej^artment,  Washington,  D,  0. 
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Mole,  Haiti,  June  3, 1898. 
Secretaet  of  the  Natt, 

Washington : 
Arrived  to-day.     Official  dispatches  May  31,  off  Santiago.     The 
Admiral,  the  New  TorJc,  the  Oregon,  the  Mayflower,  June  1,  off  San- 
tiago.   1  will  leave  for  Hampton  Eoads. 

Cotton  (Harvard). 


Mole,  Haiti,  June  3, 1898. 
Secebtary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Made  reconnoissance  this  afternoon,  May  31,  with  the  Massachusetts, 
Iowa,  and  N'ew  Orleans  to  develop  lortiflcations,  with  their  character. 
The  range  was  7,000  yards.  Reconnoissance  was  intended  principally 
to  injure  and  destroy  Colon,  The  fire  was  returned  without  delay  by 
the  heavy  batteries  to  the  east  and  to  the  west  entrance,  large  caliber, 
long  range;  reconnoissance  developing  satisfactorily  the  presence  ot 
the  Spanish  squadron  lying  behind  island  near  inner  fort,  as  they  fired 
over  hill  at  random.  Quite  satisfied  the  Spanish  fleet  is  here.  I  will 
send  pilot  to  the  west  to-morrow  moruing  in  the  Vixen  to  ascertain 
fully,  and  I  will  report.  In  great  need  of  more  small  vessels,  picket 
duty.  I  would  suggest  most  important  to  send  with  collier  a  large 
number  of  coal  bags,  holding  about  51  pounds,  as  all  coaling  must  be 
done  in  such  a  manner.  Can  you  send  Solace  here,  in  order  to  give 
relief  to  exhausted  or  injured  in  another  operation?  Owing  to  the 
extreme  heat,  the  suffering  all  hands  is  great,  particularly  engineer 
department.  I  am  coaling  squadron  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  every 
good  day.  The  United  States  ships  were  not  struck  this  afternoon. 
Harvard  goes  Key  West  for  coal. 

Schley. 


Armored-  Cruisers: 

Cristdbal  Colon 
irfantaMaria-Tere  sa. 
Vizcaya 
Ahniraate  Oqusii.do 


DAILY  POSTTIOI^S  OF  THE  SPANISH  SQUADRON 

UNDER 

ADMTRAL     CERVERA 

FROM  APRIL  9, 1898,  TO  JULY  3,1898. 
(  Taken  from,  -the  log  'book  of  the  Cristo'bal  Colon.) 


Destcqjrers: 

Faror 
Pluton 

^i^VLT^s  \n.  rgcC  aJian^  <A«  iraxiks 
indicatr  distances  iri  nant.TrvilM. 
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[Report  of  sinkliig  of  Merrvmae  by  Naval  Constmotor  Hobson  and  companions.] 

No.  113.]  IT.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Bate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  3, 1898. 

iSiB :  Permit  me  to  call  your  especial  attention  to  the  brave  conduct 
of  Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Hobson.  As  stated  in  a  recent  tele- 
gram before  coming  here,  I  decided  to  make  the  harbor  entrance  secure 
against  the  possibility  of  egress  of  the  Spanish  ships  by  obstructing 
the  narrow  part  of  the  entrance  by  sinking  a  collier  at  that  point. 
Upon  calling  upon  Mr.  Hobson  for  his  professional  opinion  as  to  a  sure 
method  of  sinking  the  ship,  he  manifested  a  most  lively  interest  in  the 
problem.  After  several  days'  consideration  he  presented  a  solution 
which  he  considered  would  insure  the  immediate  sinking  of  the  ship 
when  she  had  reached  the  desired  point  in  the  channel.  This  plan  we 
prepared  for  before  we  reached  Santiago.  This  plan  included  ten  elec- 
tric torpedoes  on  the  outside  of  the  ship,  each  of  78  pounds  of  gun- 
powder, sinking  the  ship  partially  before  going  in,  cutting  the  sea 
valves,  and  opening  the  cargo  ports.  The  plan  contemplated  a  crew 
of  only  seven  men  aud  Mr.  Hobson,  who  begged  that  it  might  be 
intrusted  to  him.  The  anchor  chains  were  ranged  upon  deck  for  both 
the  anchors,  forward  and  aft,  the  plan  including  the  anchoring  of  the 
ship  almost  automatically. 

As  soon  as  I  reached  Santiago  and  had  the  collier  to  work  upon  the 
details  were  commenced  and  diligently  prosecuted,  hoping  to  complete 
them  in  one  day,  as  the  moon  and  tide  served  best  the  first  night  after 
our  arrival.  Notwithstanding  every  effort,  the  hour  of  4  o'clock  in  the 
morning  arrived  and  the  preparations  were  scarcely  completed.  After 
a  careful  inspection  of  the  final  preparations  I  was  forced  to  relinquish 
the  plan  for  that  morning,  as  dawn  was  breaking.  Mr.  Hobson  begged 
to  try  it  at  all  hazards. 

This  morning  proved  more  propitious,  as  a  prompt  start  could  be 
made.  Nothing  could  have  been  more  gallantly  executed.  We  waited 
impatiently  after  the  firing  by  the  Spaniards  had  ceased.  When  they 
did  not  reappear  from  the  harbor  at  6  o'clock  I  feared  they  had  all  per- 
ished. A  steam  launch,  which  had  been  sent  in  charge  of  Naval  Cadet 
Powell  to  rescue  the  men,  appeared  at  this  time,  coming  out  under  a 
persistent  fire  from  the  batteries,  but  brought  none  of  the  crew.  A 
careful  inspection  of  the  harbor  from  this  ship  showed  that  the  Merri- 
mac  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel  somewhat  farther  in  than  had  been 
intended. 

This  afternoon  the  chief  of  staff  of  Admiral  Oervera  came  out  under 
a  flag  of  truce  with  a  letter  from  the  Admiral  extolling  the  bravery  of 
the  crew  in  an  unusual  manner. 

I  can  not  myself  too  earnestly  express  my  appreciation  of  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Hobson  and  his  gallant  crew.  I  venture  to  say  that  a  more  brave 
and  daring  thing  has  not  been  done  since  Cushing  blew  up  the  Albemarle. 

Eeferring  to  the  inspiring  letter  which  you  addressed  to  the  offlcers 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  am  sure  you  will  offer  a  suitable  profes- 
sional reward  to  Mr.  Hobson  and  his  companions. 

I  must  add  that  Commander  J.  M.  Miller  relinquished  his  command 
with  the  very  greatest  reluctance,  believing  he  should  retain  his  com- 
mand under  all  circumstances.  He  was,  however,  finally  convinced  that 
the  attempt  of  another  person  to  carry  out  the  multitude  of  details 
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which  had  been  in  preparation  by  Mr.  Hobson  might  endanger  its 
proper  execution.  I  therefore  took  the  liberty  to  relieve  him  tor  this 
reason  only.  There  were  hundreds  of  volunteers  in  the  squadron  who 
were  anxious  to  participate.  There  were  150  from  the  Iowa,  nearly  as 
many  from  this  ship,  and  large  numbers  from  all  the  other  ships,  officers 
and  men  alike. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  IT.  8.  JV., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 
North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Seoebtaet  of  the  Navt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  7,  1898. 

SiE:  In  obedience  to  squadron  order,  and  in  compliance  with  order 
of  battle  of  yesterday,  this  ship  took  position  at  the  appointed  hour, 
and  at  7.41  opened  fire  on  the  battery  east  of  the  Morro  at  6,000  yards, 
finally  approaching  to  1,900  yards,  range.  The  action  continued  until 
10.15,  when  signal  was  made  "cease  firing,"  and  the  ships  of  the  squad- 
ron withdrew  to  their  blockading  stations,  excejiting  the  New  Orleans, 
Yankee,  and  Dolphin,  which  continued  firing  until  10.50. 

During  this  action  the  bolts  holding  the  lower  carriage  of  the  left  gun 
in  forward  turret  to  the  fore  and  aft  beams  of  turret  were  sheared,  the 
casting  connecting  the  two  carriages  was  cracked,  and  the  holding  bolts 
of  right-hand  gun  were  started. 

This  was  due  to  bad  workmanship  at  the  shipyard  where  the  ship 
was  built;  the  holes  were  not  true  and  the  bolts  were  made  varying  in 
size.  The  repairs  will  at  once  be  taken  in  hand,  and  will  be  completed 
in  about  four  days. 

I  in(!lose  herewith  report  of  the  executive  officer. 
Very  respectfully. 


The  COMMANDEE   IN  CHIEF. 


F.  E.  Ohadwick, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  7,  1898. 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  of  the  batteries  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  on  June  6, 1898 :  ° 

The  ships  were  formed  in  two  columns;  the  right  column,  composed  of  the  New 
J^\/<''^^«*'  ^^l  Orleans,  Oregon,  and  Iowa,  engaging  the  batteries  to  the  right  of 
the  Morro,  and  the  left  column,  composed  of  the  Brooklyn,  Marblehead,  Texas,  and 
Massachuaetta,  engaging  the  batteries  to  the  left  of  the  entrance 

The  call  to  general  quarters  was  sounded  at  6.40  and  the  ship  opened  fire  on  the 
battery  to  the  eastward  of  the  Morro  at  7.38. 

The  range  varied  from  3,000  to  1,900  yards,  and  the  fire  was  kept  up,  excent  when 
the  range  was  obscured  by  smoke,  until  10.15,  when  the  ships  hauled  off  and  resumed 
blockading  stations. 

Total  aramnnitlon  expended:  Fifty-four  8-inch,  forty-two  4-inch  fortv-two 
6-pounder,  thirty-nine  l-pounder.  j     "" 

Very  few  of  the  enemy's  shell  fell  in  the  vicinity  and  none  struck  the  ship  Some 
little  damage  was  done  by  the  concussion  of  the  ship's  guns. 
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After  firing  several  rounds  from  the  forward  turret  the  bolts  seciirinp;  the  slide  of 
the  port  8-inch  gun  to  the  fore-and-aft  girder  were  sheared,  thereby  disabling  the 
gun. 
The  conduct  of  all  coming  under  my  observation  was  exemplary. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Potter, 
Lieuienant-Commander,  Executive  Officer. 
The  COMMANDura  OrFiCEE. 


133698. 

[Beport  of  aotion  witli  shore  batteries  off  Santiago,  June  6,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Massaohxtsbtts,  1st  Bate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  battle  order  of  June  5,  this  vessel  was 
prepared  for  battle  at  5.55  a.  m.  on  June  6,  1898,  and  proceeded  to 
take  up  position  as  indicated  in  your  order.  Fire  was  opened  at  7.45 
a,  m.  on  the  west  battery  and  continued  until  10.30  a.  m. 

We  approached  the  batteries  to  within  a  range  of  about  3,000  yards, 
but  the  smoke  and  the  drift  of  the  ship  made  it  diflScult  to  maintain 
position  at  a  constant  distance. 

The  sea  was  smooth,  weather  misty. 

The  executive  officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Schroeder,  was  earnest 
and  efiScient  in  the  management  of  the  batteries,  and  Lieutenant  Potts 
rendered  valuable  assistance  in  obtaining  ranges  a7i(l  in  aiding  me  in 
maneuvering  the  vessel.  The  officers  and  crew  all  behaved  well. 
There  were  no  casualties. 

The  amount  of  ammunition  expended  was  as  follows:  Twenty-two 
13inch  common  shell,  forty-one  8-inch  common  shell,  thirty-six  6-inch 
common  shell,  two  hundred  and  three  6  pounder  armor  piercing,  forty 
primers  (percussion),  seventy  primers  (electric). 

The  reports  of  the  executive  officer,  the  division  officers,  and  the  sig- 
nal oflBcer  are  herewith  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

FEANCIS  J.  HiGGINSON, 

Captain,  TJ.  ti.  Navy,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Foecb, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  1898. 

Slit:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  with  the 
shore  batteries  this  morning: 

This  ship  was  in  the  relative  position  assigned  her  with  regard  to  the  other  ships 
of  the  west  squadron.  We  opened  fire  at  7.45  and  ceased  firing  and  hauled  out  at 
about  10.30.  Our  fire  was  directed  almost  entirely  at  the  west  battery,  only  one 
or  two  shots  from  the  after  guns  being  directed  at  the  east  battery  when  they  could 
not  bear  upon  the  west.  Following  the  flagship  and  other  ships  of  the  west  squad- 
ron, we  countermarched  twice  to  the  eastward  and  were  upon  the  firing  line  three 
times.  The  first  time  the  range  was  over  5,000  yards  and  the  movements  of  the  ship 
prevented  verifying  it.  The  third  time  the  range  was  3,200  yards  and  nearly  con- 
stant, and  our  fire  was  correspondingly  more  effective  djiring  that  time.  I  noted 
two  very  excellent  13-inch  shots  from  forward  turret  and  four  8-iuch,  but  in  no 
Instance  could  I  detect  any  smoke  at  the  point  of  impact  to  indicate  that  the  shell 
had  burst.  It  is  possible  that  the  smoke  may  have  been  smothered  by  the  great 
cloud  of  earth  and  dust  thrown  up.  The  smoke  interfered  badly  with  the  fire  of  the 
after  guns,  and  a  rain,  which  set  in  early  in  the  action,  and  was  at  times  quite  heavy, 
greatly  diminished  the  visibility  of  objects. 
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The  main  battery  fire  was  entirely  from  the  starboard  guns,  by  your  order,  •witi 
the  exception  of  one  port  8-iuoh  shot,  fired  through  a  misLmderstanding.  The  sec- 
ondary battery  was  fired  twice  for  a  short  time  at  ranges  of  3,200  to  3,500  yards,  but 
the  smoke  of  the  small  shell  bursts  did  not  become  visible  above  the  woods  uutil  the 
tiring  had  ceased,  when  it  was  found  that  about  all  had  struck  about  half  way  up 
the  slope  in  both  cases. 

At  the  end  of  the  engagement  the  tire  of  the  enemy  had  apparently  been  silenced; 
but  four  guns  are  still  visible  in  position  in  the  west  battery.  A  nnmbor  of  men 
have  been  observed  working  at  apparently  a  tiitli  emplacement,  where  possibly  a 
gun  had  been  dismounted  by  our  fire,  near  the  middle  of  the  battery. 

There  was  firing  from  a  battery  of  some  sort  behind  the  hUl  of  the  west  battery, 
probably  from  the  battery  on  the  blufl:'  above  Churruca  Point.  Puffs  of  smoke  were 
noticed  rising  from  there,  and  several  heavy  shell  struck  the  water  close  to  the  ship 
with  such  a  large  angle  of  fall  as  not  to  ricochet,  indicating  a  long  range.  This  ship 
was  struck  once  aloft  by  a  wobbling  shot,  probably  a  ricochet,  which  glanced  on  the 
starboard  after  futtock  bar,  bending  and  partly  breaking  it ;  a  shot  also  went  through 
the  flag. 

I  chanced  upon  two  occasions  to  be  able  to  observe  closely  the  enemy's  shell  on 
ricochet,  which  approached  broadside  on  and  with  so  little  wobbling  that  a  fair  esti- 
mate could  be  made  of  their  caliber,  which  I  placed  at  6-inch — possibly  landed  ftom 
the  Colon,  or  possibly  the  5.5  of  the  other  ships. 

The  damage  done  to  this  ship  by  our  own  fire  was  as  follows:  Jaokstaff  carried 
away,  top  of  capstan  blown  overboard,  hatch  bar  and  battle  plates  leading  down  to 
A  103  bent  down  and  dished,  three  electric  globes  on  berth  deck  broken,  some  mold- 
ing and  capping  displaced,  an  alarm  gong  shaken  down,  and  a  few  bottles  broken  in 
dispensary,  all  by  blast  of  the  13-inch  gun  fired  nearly  ahead.  Several  sashes  and 
blinds  of  chart  house  were  broken  and  bridge  screen  torn  by  the  blast  of  the  8- inch 
gun  fired  oft'  the  bow.  The  first  whaleboat  lying  on  the  starboard  veranda  was  stove 
in  and  injured  in  several  x)laces  by  the  blast  of  the  after  8-inch  pointed  well  forward. 
A  sash  was  broken  in  the  emergency  cabin.  An  injury  to  the  breech-plng  rack  of 
the  right  gun  of  after  13-inch  turret  is  reported  in  detail  by  the  division  of&cer.  The 
jackstaflThad  been  purposely  left  to  steer  by  in  the  conning  tower  and  for  a  guide  to 
the  officer  of  the  forward  13-inch  turret. 

Officers  and  crew  behaved  well  with  the  exception  of  T.  J.  Furey,  seaman,  captain 
of  6-pounder  gun,  who  is  reported  by  the  officer  of  the  third  division  for  firing  care- 
lessly and  without  proper  attempt  at  pointing. 

Very  respectfully,  Seaton  Schroeder,  , 

ZAeutenant-Commander  and  Exeoutive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Officek. 


[Marine  battalion  at  Grnantanamo.] 

In  accordance  vritli  instructions  of  the  Department  of.  April  16, 1898, 
to  organize  a  battalion  at  New  York  for  service  in  Cuba,  orders  were 
issued  on  the  17th  and  18th  of  April  for  the  immediate  assembling  at 
New  York  of  detachments  of  men  from  all  the  eastern  posts  of  the 
corps  and  receiving  ships.  The  battalion,  as  organized,  consisted  of  23 
commissioned  officers  of  the  Marine  Corps,  1  surgeon  of  the  Navy,  and 
623  enlisted  men,  all  under  command  of  Lieut.  Col.  E.  W.  Huntington, 
U.  S.  M.  0.  The  battalion  was  divided  into  six  companies,  one  of  which 
was  an  artillery  company,  having  four  3-inch  rapid-fire  guns,  received 
from  the  ordnance  department,  navy- yard,  New  York,  and  was  composed 
of  young,  strong,  and  healthy  men. 

On  April  16  the  Department  designated  the  Panther  to  transport 
this  force.  The  vessel  was  ready  in  two  days  for  the  battalion  of  4(i0 
men,  which  could  have  sailed  then.  When  the  battalion  was  ready  to 
sail,  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the  men  at  New  York,  orders  were 
received  from  the  Department  directing  that  two  companies  be  added 
to  the  battalion,  and  accommodations  for  these  additional  men  had  to 
be  immediately  provided.  Work  was  proceeded  with  night  and  day  to 
make  the  necessary  provision  for  the  increased  number  of  men,  and 
two  days  later,  on  April  22,  the  Panther  sailed  with  the  battalion  of 
24  commissioned  officers  and  623  enlisted  men  for  Cuba. 
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The  greatest  care  was  exercised  iu  fitting  out  the  battalion,  and  when 
the  Panther  sailed,  it  was  supplied  with  all  the  equipments  and  neces- 
sities for  field  service  under  conditions  prevailing  in  Cuba,  including 
mosquito  netting,  woolen  and  lineu  clothing,  heavy  and  light  weight 
underwear,  three  months'  supply  of  provisions,  wheelbarrows,  push 
carts,  pickaxes,  shovels,  barbed-wire  cutters,  wall  and  shelter  tents,  and 
a  full  supply  of  medical  stores.  Campaign  suits  of  brown  liuen  and 
campaign  hats  were  ordered,  but  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  these 
articles  at  the  time  by  the  Army  it  was  impossible  to  send  them  with  the 
battalion.  They  were  shipped  later,  however,  and  proved  a  great  com- 
fort to  the  men.    Tent  floors  were  purchased  at  Key  West. 

After  leaving  New  Tork  the  Panther  proceeded  to  Hampton  Koads 
for  the  purpose  of  awaiting  a  convoy  to  Cuba,  arriving  on  April  23, 1808. 
The  Panther  left  Hampton  Roads  April  26,  under  convoy  of  the  U.  S.  S. 
Montgomery,  arriving  at  Key  West  April  29.  During  the  time  the 
Panther  remained  at  Key  West,  from  the  date  last  mentioned  to  June  7, 
the  men  were  landed  and  went  into  camp  there.  The  battalion  received 
orders  at  5.30  in  the  afternoon  of  May  24  to  land  with  all  stores  by  3 
o'clock  the  following  morning,  which  was  accomplished.  The  Panther 
sailed  from  Key  West  for  Cuba  on  June  7, 1898,  and  arrived  at  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  on  the  morning  of  the  10th.  On  the  same  day,  at  1  p.  m., 
the  ship  arrived  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  and  at  2  p.  m.  of  that  day 
the  battalion  landed,  with  stores,  and  prepared  to  go  into  camp.  On 
the  11th  the  camp  was  attacked  by  a  much  superior  force  of  Spaniards, 
and  from  time  until  the  14th  the  battalion  was  constantly  under  fire 
and  repulsed  the  enemy  on  every  attack.  The  holding  of  the  position 
at  Guantanamo  Bay  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Navy,  as  it 
furnished  a  base  for  the  operations  against  Santiago  and  Admiral 
Cervera's  division.  Owing  to  the  dense  undergrowth,  affording  safe 
shelter  to  the  Spanish  sharpshooters,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
the  vessels,  by  shelling  the  shore,  to  keep  the  enemy  from  harassing 
those  on  board  the  ships  with  their  Mauser  rifles  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
make  it  dangerous  for  them  to  remain  there.  The  report  of  Colonel 
Huntington,  from  the  organization  of  the  battalion  until  its  return  from 
Cuba,  is  printed  in  the  report  of  the  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  1898.  Therein  also  is  a  report  of  Capt.  George  F.  Elliott,  of  the 
battalion,  who  was  sent  out  on  June  14  with  a  detachment  of  two  com- 
panies of  the  battalion  and  50  Cubans  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a 
well  at  Cuzco,  about  6  miles  from  the  camp,  which  was  the  only  water 
supply  of  the  enemy  within  12  miles.  This  force,  amounting  to  about 
275  men,  attacked  and  defeated  a  body  of  about  600  Spaniards  and 
accomplished  the  destruction  of  the  well. 

About  1  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  June,  during  a  very 
severe  attack  on  the  camp,  Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair  Gibbs,  U.  S.  N.,  was 
killed  by  a  Manser  bullet. 


SPEOIAL   OBDEES,   )  EtEADQTTAETBRS  OF  THE  ARMY, 

[•  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

No.  254.  )  Washington,  October  27, 1898. 

[ETtlSMt.] 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

68.  By  direction  of  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War  orders  that 
the  General  Field  Hospital  at  Camp  Hamilton,  Lexington,  Ky.,  shall 


442  BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

hereafter  be  known  and  designated  as  John  Blair  Gibbs  TJ.  S.  A.  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  in  honor  of  Assistant-Surgeon  John  Blair  Gibbs,  U.  S. 
Navy,  who  died  June  12, 1898,  from  wounds  received  in  an  engagement 
with  Spanish  infantry. 

By  command  of  Major-Geueral  Miles: 

H.   0.    COKBIN, 

Adjutant-  General. 


143711. 

Squadron  General  Order,  No.  11. 

Naval  landing  parties  shall  observe  the  following  sanitary  regulations : 

1.  No  water  shall  be  used  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes  except 
after  having  been  boiled  for  fifteen  minutes.  Cooking  utensils  and 
dishes  used  to  contain  food  should  be  washed  in  boiled  water. 

2.  Clothing  to  be  as  light  as  possible,  and  when  wet  by  rain  or  per- 
spiration changed  as  soon  as  practicable.  In  no  case  should  wet  clothes 
be  slept  in. 

3.  Do  not  sleep  on  the  bare  ground  or  without  cover. 

4.  When  exposed  to  a  hot  sun,  the  men  should  wear  some  fresh  green 
leaves  inside  their  hats  or  caps. 

5.  During  the  heat  of  the  day  only  absolutely  necessary  work  should 
be  done. 

6.  Medical  officers  shall  make  thorough  inspection  daily  of  all  parts 
of  the  camp,  and  report  defects  or  inattention  of  these  regulations  to 
the  commanding  officer. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Camping  sites  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  commanding  officer  after  con- 
sultation with  the  senior  medical  officer. 

Camps  should  be  pitched  on  dry,  elevated  land,  remote  from  and  to 
wind  ward  of  marshes,  with  hills  or  trees  intervening,  if  possible.  Tents 
should  have  their  openings  facing  away  from  the  marsh. 

No  site  is  to  be  used  as  a  camp  or  halting  station  that  has  been  used 
for  the  same  purpose  previously,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

Buildings  should  not  be  used  generally  for  quartering  men. 

All  hospitals  and  church  buildings  in  Cuba  are  probably  infected  and 
should  not  be  used.  Private  residences  of  the  higher  classes  and  pub- 
lic administration  buildings  are  likely  to  be  the  freest  from  infection. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Water  from  the  streams  and  wells  is  always  suspicious,  and  should 
be  boiled  well  before  using  for  drinking  or  cooking  purposes,  thus  pre- 
venting typhoid  fever  and  probably  malaria  and  dysentery. 

FOOD. 

The  food  will  be  the  regular  navy  ration.  Fruits  which  are  ripe  and 
sound,  and  which  are  skinned  or  cooked  before  eating,  are  not  objec- 
tionable.   Lime  and  lemon  juice  should  be  used  freely. 
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LATRINES. 

Latrines  are  to  be  placed  to  leeward  and  below  the  camp,  away  from 
the  water  supply.  Dry  earth  or  sand  to  be  scattered  over  the  contents 
of  the  pit  every  morning. 

SWEEPINGS,  ETC. 

All  refuse  from  the  camp  should  be  deposited  in  a  chosen  place  and 
destroyed  by  fire,  as  should  all  enteric  and  dysenteric  discharges. 

Grounds  and  tents  to  be  kept  thoroughly  clean  and  inspected  daily 
by  a  medical  of&cer. 

QUARANTINE. 

The  whole  camp  should  be  virtually  in  a  state  of  quarantine  against 
the  natives  and  persons  coming  from  an  infected  district,  and  inter- 
course allowed  only  under  special  regulations  made  to  prevent  the 
entrance  of  yellow  fever. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Ifaval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 


125792. 

[Report  of  trip  inland  of  Lient.  Victor  Bine  to  acquire  information  in  regard  to  enemy's  ships.] 

No.  144.]  tr.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  27,  1898. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  recommend  to  your  consideration  the  excellent  con- 
duct of  Lieut.  Victor  Blue,  TJ.  S.  N.,  attached  to  the  U.  S.  S.  Suwanee, 
who  has  on  two  occasions,  at  my  request,  undertaken  to  locate  the 
positions  of  the  Spanish  fleet  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  To 
accomplish  this,  it  has  been  necessary  to  travel  on  one  occasion  over  a 
distance  of  73  miles,  and  on  another  a  distance  of  60  miles,  mostly 
through  territory  occupied  by  the  intrenchments  of  the  Spanish  army. 
I  think  the  manner  in  which  he  has  accomplished  these  tasks  is 
deserving  of  promotion,  and  I  respectfully  recommend  that  he  be 
advanced  ten  numbers. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Rear- Admiral,  JJ.  S.  N'., 
Commander  in  Chief  JJ.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


125792. 

[Report  of  commnnication  with  insurgents.] 

U.  S.  S.  Suwanee, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  13,  1898. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  order  of  the  10th  instant  for  me 
to  communicate  with  the  insurgent  forces  in  this  vicinity  and  to  obtain 
through  them  positive  information  concerning  the  presence  of  the 
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eDemy's  ships  in  the  harbor  of  Sautiago  de  Cuba,  I  have  to  report  that, 
in  order  to  furnish  you  absolutely  reliable  information,  I  sent  Lieut. 
Victor  Blue,  of  this  vessel,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  to  Gen- 
eral Oebreco,  requesting  him  to  furnish  Lieutenant  Blue  with  guides 
and  horses  that  he  might  proceed  to  the  hills  north  of  Santiago  de 
Cuba  to  make  the  desired  observations.  Lieutenant  Blue  wore  his 
uniform  and  side  arms. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  by  previous  arrangement,  I  met 
Lieutenant  Blue  at  Asseraderos,  he  having  performed  the  duty  assigned 
him  most  creditably.    As  it  was  connected  with  considerable  personal 
danger,  I  would  commend  him  to  your  favorable  consideration. 
1  herewith  inclose  Lieutenant  Blue's  report. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  Delehantt, 
Lieutenant- Gom^nander,  U.  8,  -ST.,  Oommanding. 
Eear- Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  K, 

Commander  in  OMef  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 


TJ.  S.  S.  SUWANEB, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  13, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  of  the  11th  instant,  I  left  the 
ship  off  Aserraderos  Point  and  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the  insur- 
gent forces  about  1  mile  inland,  finding  General  Rabi  in  command. 
On  explaining  to  him  that  I  was  under  orders  from  you  to  proceed  to 
a  good  point  of  observation  near  the  Bay  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  for  the 
purpose  of  observing  unmistakably  the  enemy's  fleet,  he  gladly  fur- 
nished me  with  a  trustworthy  guide  and  a  good  mule.  In  company 
with  the  guide,  Maj.  Francisco  H.  Masaba  y  Eeyes,  I  left  the  camp 
about  10.30  a.  m.  of  the  11th  instant,  and  taking  generally  a  northerly 
course,  arrived  late  in  the  afternoon  at  a  Cuban  outpost,  about  15  or 
20  miles  to  the  northward  and  westward  of  Santiago.  The  commander 
of  this  outpost  furnished  me  with  three  additional  guides  to  take  me 
through  the  Spanish  lines.  After  going  through  the  Spanish  lines  and 
traveling  an  hour  after  nightfall,  the  guides  concluded  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  proceed  any  farther  until  next  morning,  whereupon  we 
camped  at  the  house  of  a  Cuban  sympathizer.  The  next  morning  we 
proceeded  about  12  miles  farther  to  a  point  on  a  hilltop  a  little  to  the 
westward  of  the  north  end  of  the  bay  and  about  3  miles  distant  from 
it.  Erom  this  point  I  had  an  almost  unobstructed  view  of  the  entire 
bay  except  the  part  south  of  Smith  Cay.  In  the  bay  I  counted  five 
large  vessels  that  were  unmistakably  men-of-war.  Three  of  these 
answered  the  descriptions  of  vessels  of  Admiral  Cervera's  squadron. 
One  could  not  be  seen  sufficiently  well  to  describe  definitely  anything 
more  about  her  than  that  she  was  a  large  vessel  and  had  one  smoke 
pipe.  The  fifth  was  a  large  white  vessel  anchored  near  the  city  and 
was  said  by  the  Cubans  to  be  old  and  useless.  Another  large  vessel 
was  anchored  near  the  city,  but  whether  a  man-of-war  or  merchant 
vessel  I  was  unable  to  make  out  on  account  of  the  poor  background. 

Anchored  near  the  city  were  also  three  smaller  men-of-war,  one  of 
about  1,500  tons  displacemept,  one  of  about  800,  and  the  last  was  what 
I  made  out  to  be  a  small  gunboat. 

Near  the  entrance  to  the  bay  was  a  vessel  underway  which,  judging 
from  her  relative  dimensions,  I  took  to  be  a  destroyer.    Two  other 
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vessels  resembled  torpedo  boats,  but  I  am  unable  to  state  positively 
their  character. 

Two  launches  and  a  larger  vessel  were  in  the  channel  near  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Merrimac. 

The  relative  positions  of  all  these  vessels  were  included  in  my  sketch 
which  I  submitted  to  you  and  the  admiral  immediately  after  my  return. 

I  remained  at  the  place  of  observation  about  an  hour  and  a  half  and 
then  started  back  on  the  return  trip.  I  was  fully  satistied  from  my  own 
knowledge  that  the  vessels  I  saw  were  those  of  Oervera's  squadron. 

The  point  of  observation  was  in  plain  view  of  a  Spanish  garrison 
about  1,000  to  1,'JOO  yards  away.  On  our  return,  Cuban  sympathizers 
informed  us  that  the  road  we  passed  over  the  day  before  was  occupied 
by  the  Spanish  troops.  This  necessitated  our  taking  another  route. 
Different  people  along  the  road  would  inform  us  how  to  proceed  to  keep 
clear  of  the  Spaniards. 

On  the  11th  considerable  firing  could  be  heard  at  various  places  along 
the  route,  and  the  smoke  at  Spanish  camps  could  occasionally  be  seen 
a  mile  or  two  away. 

I  arrived  at  the  headquarters  of  General  Eabi  on  the  night  of  the  12th 
instant,  and  joined  the  ship  off  Aserraderos  Point  the  next  morning. 
Yery  respectfully, 

YicTOR  Blue, 
Lieutenant,  JJ.  S.  N". 

Lieut.  Commander  D.  Dblahantt,  U.  S.  F., 

Commanding  U,  8.  8.  8uwanee. 


127257. 

[Sesnlt  of  trip  of  UentenaQt  Bine  for  informatian  regarding  enemy's  fleet.] 

U.  S.  S.  SUWANEB, 

Off  8antiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  29, 1698. 
SiE:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  of  the  25th  instant,  to  obtain 
for  you  information  of  the  location  of  the  enemy's  ships  in  the  harbor  of 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  have  to  report  that  I  communicated  with  the  insur- 
gent camp  near  Acerrederos  that  same  evening  and  sent  Lieutenant 
Blue  to  procure  the  required  information. 

About  10  a,  m.  of  the  27th  instant,  by  prearranged  signals,  I  met 
Lieutenant  Blue  on  the  coast  some  6  miles  east  of  Acerrederos,  he 
having  performed  the  duty  most  successfully. 

I  herewith  inclose  Lieutenant  Blue's  report,  and  while  it  is  a  simple, 
modest  statement  of  his  tiip  and  results,  I  beg  to  invite  your  attention 
to  the  perilous  nature  of  the  trip  and  the  promjDt  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  performed. 

This  ia  the  second  time  Lieutenant  Blue  has  successfully  undertaken 
this  hazardous  duty,  and  while  he  has  only  done  that  which  is  expected 
of  every  of&cer,  a  due  recognition  of  such  valuable  services  is  a  great 
stimulant  to  the  best  efforts  of  both  officers  and  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  Delbhantt,* 
Lieutenant- GommoMder,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
Bear- Admiral  W.  T,  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Z7.  8.  Naval  Forces,  North  Atlantic  8tation. 

*  Signature  inserted  at  the  Department. 
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U.   S.    S.   SUWANEE, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  27,  189S. 

Sir:  In  obedience  ro  yonr  verbal  order  of  the  25th  instant,  to  proceed  inland  to  a 
good  point  of  observation  for  the  purpose  of  locatiri};  the  positions  of  the  enemy's 
ships  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  re8])ectfully  report  as  follows : 

As  I  landed  on  shore  about  6  p.m.  of  the  25th  instant,  I  happened  to  meet  General 
Garcia's  chief  of  staff,  who  was  about  to  embark  on  one  of  the  transports  that  were 
taking  troops  to  Altares.  On  explaining  to  him  my  mission,  he  gave  orders  to  have 
me  taken  to  Ihe  Cuh:m  fron't,  where  I  would  be  furnished  with  a  necessary  guard  for 
going  through  the  Spanish  lines.  I  reached  Colonel  Cebreco's  camp  at  midnight, 
and  learned  that  his  tmops  had  been  engaged  in  fighting  the  Span  iairds  all  that  day. 
This  camp  is  about  1  mile  inland  from  Point  Cocal  and  about  Ji  miles  from  Acerra- 
deros  Point  where  1  landed. 

After  reading  the  letter  sent  by  Garcia's  chief  of  staff,  for  him  to  fiimish  me  with 
a  suitable  guard,  the  colonel  appeared  very  much  displeased,  as  he  was  reluctant  to 
Bind  his  men  through  the  lines.  However,  he  gave  the  necessary  orders,  and  early 
the  next  morning  I  set  out  from  his  camp  with  six  soldiers.  Going  to  the  northward 
and  eastward  for  several  miles  I  reached  the  outer  picket  line  of  the  Cuban  forces. 
This  liue  was  posted  on  a  hill  and  fronting  a  Spanish  intrenchment  600  to  700  yards 
away.  At  this  place  it  was  necessary  to  leave  the  ninles  and  to  proceed  the  rest  of 
Ihe  way  on  foot.  In  order  to  reach  a  good  point  for  oliservation  of  the  harbor  it  was 
necessary  to  go  on  the  eastern  end  of  the  same  hill  on  which  the  enemy  was 
intrenched,  and  in  so  doing  puss  near  another  intrenchnient  to  the  northward.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  enemy's  pii  kots  we  had  to  proceed  very  cautiously,  at  one  time 
creeping  through  long  grass  and  at  another  climbing  the  steep  side  of  a  mountain. 
In  going  up  this  mountain  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  main  road  from  the  Spanish 
camps  to  the  city  several  times.  In  doing  so,  scouts  and  flankers  were  thrown  out 
to  watch  the  turns  in  the  road  and  signal  the  rest  of  the  party  if  the  way  was  clear. 
By  proceeding  step  hy  step  in  this  manner  we  managed  to  reach  the  point  of  obser- 
vation, 2  miles  inside  the  lines,  after  four  hours'  time.  After  passing  through  afield 
where  sugar  cane  and  sweet  7)otatoes  were  growing  in  abundance  I  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  Spanish  soldiers  in  that  section  could  not  be  in  want  of  food.  In 
fact,  we  8nb.>-i8ted  that  day  on  sugar  cane  and  mangoes,  which  I  thought  were  very 
palatable  indeed. 

Although  at  times  it  was  necessary  to  pass  through  open  places,  yet  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  we  were  screened  by  the  thick  foliage  of  the  undergrowth  on  the 
mountain. 

From  the  trunk  of  a  tree  that  projected  beyond  the  dense  growth  on  the  moun- 
tain side  I  obtained  an  almost  perfect  view  of  the  entire  harbor.  The  channels  on 
the  east  and  west  of  Smith  Cay  were  the  only  parts  shut  out  from  view. 

Eight  men-of-war  were  observed,  four  of  them  being  the  armored  cruisers  of 
Cervera's  squadron.  None  of  these  vessels,  as  far  as  I  could  discover,  had  up  steam. 
Two  small  vessels  were  also  seen  south  of  Smith  Cay,  one  of  which,  I  thought  to 
be  a  destroyer,  steamed  to  the  south  side  of  Smith  Cay,  the  other,  which  I  could  not 
clearly  make  out,  was  lying  close  to  the  land  east  of  the  channel. 

I  platted  the  positions  of  all  these  vessels  on  the  chart  which  I  submitted  to  you 
on  my  return. 

After  staying  about  an  hour  at  the  place  of  observation  I  set  out  on  the  return 
trip,  and  reached  the  Cuban  picket  line  shortly  after  dark  without  incident  during 
the  day. 

As  far  as  I  could  learn  from  the  Cubans  several  thousand  Spanish  troops  had  been 
concentrated  in  that  section  to  repel  the  advance  of  the  Americans  that  might  be 
landed  west  of  Santiago.  They  are  intrenched  on  hills  in  strong  positions  that 
command  the  roads  leading  to  Santiago.  There  are  at  least  four  of  these  intrench- 
meuts. 

Very  respectfully,  Victor  Blue, 


Lieutenant-Commander  D.  Delkhanty,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding. 
Forwarded. 


Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 


X>.  Dei.kiiantt, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  U.S. Navy,  Commanding. 
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128734. 

[Destruction  of  fort  at  Guantanamo  by  Texas.] 

U.  S.  S.  Texas, 
Off  Santiago,  June  16,  1898. 

Sir:  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  stateinent: 

Yesterday  at  8.45  a.  m.  the  flagship  signaled  the  Texas:  "Proceed 
without  delay  Guantanamo;  destroy  forts;  resume  blockade  station  this 
evening."  At  8.50  went  ahead  full  speed,  steam  under  three  boilers 
only. 

At  1.07  beat  to  general  quarters  for  action,  and  stood  up  through 
the  narrow  channel,  followed  by  the  Marblehead,  to  the  westward  of 
Gayo  del  Hospital,  in  order  to  get  within  effective  range  of  the  fort  on 
Cayo  del  Tore.  Went  ahead  until  in  25  feet  water,  dropped  anchor 
under  foot,  and  at  2.06  p.  m.  opened  fire  on  the  foit  at  2,300  yards,  the 
fort  having  opened  fire  on  us  as  we  passed  the  Hospital  Cayo.  About 
-.45  the  fort  ceased  firing,  and  at  3.20  we  ceased  to  fire,  having  destroyed 
it  in  obedience  to  orders,  though  in  all  probability  the  enemy  will 
remount  guns  again  in  three  or  four  days. 

Being  ordered  to  resume  station  on  blockade  the  same  evening,  we 
got  under  way  about  3.30,  stood  out  of  the  channel  and  down  the  har- 
bor and  returned  to  this  place,  reporting  to  the  commander  in  chief  in 
person  about  8.45  p.  m. 

I  would  state  that  in  going  through  the  narrow  channel  to  the  west- 
ward of  Cayo  del  Hospital  the  Texas  broke  adrift  a  contact  submarine 
mine,  and  the  Marblehead  pic'ked  up  one  on  her  starboard  propeller, 
each  containing  about  100  pounds  of  gun  cotton;  but  owing  to  Divine 
care  neither  of  them  exploded. 

There  was  no  casuality  nor  injury  of  any  kind,  but  I  trust  the  action 
of  the  Texas  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 
Very  respectfully, 

G.  W.  Philip, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Squadron. 


125792. 

[Report  of  engagement  with  fort  on  Key  del  Toro.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  SirwANEE,  Ouantanamo  Harbor,  Cuba,  June  15, 1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  orders  of  this  date  oif  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  I  proceeded  to  this  place  to  attack  the  fort  on  Cay  del  Toro  and 
to  capture  or  destroy  gunboat  of  the  enemy. 

On  my  arrival,  about  2  p.  m.,  the  Texas  and  Marblehead  had  just 
opened  fire  on  the  fort.  I  at  once  joined  in  the  attack,  and  a  heavy 
fire  was  kept  on  the  fort  by  all  three  vessels  for  about  an  hour  after  it 
had  been  silenced. 

This  vessel  fired  twenty-four  4-inch  and  one  hundred  and  one  6- 
pounder  projectiles. 

After  our  return  to  the  lower  bay,  when  we  were  about  to  anchor,  the 
enemy's  troops  opened  fire  from  Port  Hicocal  on  the  MarbleheaWs  steam 
launch.  I  immediately  steamed  between  the  launch  and  shore  and 
shelled  the  point  with  the  6-pounder  guns.  I  opened  fire  with  small 
arms  and  Colt's  automatic  machine  gun,  expending  sixty-eight  6-pounder 
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shells,  three  hundred  .45-caliber  and  four  hundred  6-niillimeter  car- 
tridges.   The  firing  from  the  shore  promptly  ceased. 
I  inclose  herewith  the  report  of  the  executive  officer. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  Delehantt, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
Eear-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Fleet, 


138082. 

No.  151.]  U.  S.  S.  Mabblbhead,  3d  Eate, 

At  Sea,  September  5,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  paper  recovered  from 
the  gunboat  Sandoval,  which  gives  an  account  of  her  movements  and 
services  for  the  first  third  of  the  month  of  May  last. 

Eeferring  to  the  condition  in  which  the  contact  mines  were  found  in 
June,  July,  and  August,  this  record  is  interesting  as  showing  that 
thirty-one  of  the  forty-four  contact  mines  guarding  the  api)roaches  to 
Caimanera  were  planted  between  the  2d  and  9th  of  that  month.  It 
also  indicates  that  material  of  war  was  being  received  at  Caimanera  on 
the  3d  of  May  last. 

Very  respectfully,  B.  H.  McCalla, 

Commander,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief. 

Note. — The  general  purport  of  the  paper  referred  to  is  set  forth  in 
the  second  paragraph  above. 


122776. 

[Disemljarkation— movements  of  troops  and  operations  against  Santiago.] 

Ho.  131.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tork,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  22,  1898. 

Sir  :  On  the  morning  of  June  16  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  were  subjected  to  a  severe  bombardment  by  the  fleet, 
the  ships  occupying  approximately  the  same  positions  as  during  the 
bombardment  of  June  6.  A  nearer  range  than  that  used  can  not  be  used 
to  advantage  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  cliffs.  The  firing  was 
deliberate  and  in  general  most  excellent.  The  batteries  were  quickly 
silenced,  and  after  firing  with  great  deliberation  for  some  forty  minutes, 
the  fleet  returned  to  its  blockading  positions  without  any  shot  whatever 
from  the  batteries  following  this  movement.  This  fact  undoubtedly 
shows  the  efficiency  of  our  fire.    I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  order  of  battle. 

On  the  day  previous  to  this,  namely,  June  15,  the  Texas  had  been 
sent  to  Guantanamo  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Marblehead  in  the 
destruction  of  a  fort  at  Guantanamo.  The  fort  was  severely  bombarded 
by  these  ships  and  the  Suwanee.  Both  the  Texas  and  Marblehead  had 
a  narrow  escape  from  torpedoes,  one  being  picked  up  by  the  MarbleheaWs 
screw,  and  the  other  being  dislodged  by  the  Texas.  Since  then  there 
have  been  8  others  recovered,  7  on  the  2l8t  instant,  making  10  out  of 
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the  total  11  reported.  The  complete  accounts  of  the  engagements  at  this 
point  will  be  forwarded  iu  the  reports  of  the  several  vessels  engaged. 

The  Yankee  had  been  sent  to  Oienfuegos  to  intercept  the  Furissima 
Conception,  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  returning  on  the  Kith  instant. 
She  had  while  off  Oienfuegos  an  engagement  with  a  Spanish  gunboat 
and  the  batteries  ashore,  under  whose  protection  the  gunboat  ran. 
One  man  was  wounded.  The  gunboat  unfortunately  escaped,  chiefly 
on  account  of  the  fire  being  interrupted  by  the  smoke.  The  Tosemite 
had  been  sent  also,  with  reference  to  the  possibility  of  intercepting  the 
Purissima  Conception  near  the  western  end  of  Jamaica.  She  returned 
on  the  19th  instant,  having  called  in  the  meantime  at  Kingston. 

The  necessity  of  an  active  blockade  at  Oienfuegos  is  so  great  that  I 
at  once  had  the  Yankee  coaled  at  Guantanamo  and  ordered  her  again 
off  that  port;  and,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Dixie  the  19th  of  June,  sent 
her  to  cruise  off  Oape  Oruz.  The  force  at  both  these  points  will  be  at 
once  strengthened  by  the  Selena  and  Osceola  as  soon  as  coaled  and  by 
others  as  soon  as  possible.  I  dispatched  the  St.  Paul  and  Yosemite  off 
San  Juan,  Porto  Eico;  the  St.  Paul  by  the  south  coast  and  the  Yosemite 
by  the  north  coast  of  Ouba. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  translation  of  a  letter  captured  by  the  Cubans, 
addressed  to  the  general  commanding  the  division  of  Ouba  (Santiago 
de).  It  wiU  be  seen  by  this  letter  that  the  Spanish  forces  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Guantanamo  are  in  great  straights  for  food,  and  I  have  every 
reason  to  believe  that  this  is  also  true  of  those  in  Santiago. 

During  the  past  week  we  were  actively  engaged  in  examining  the 
various  points  of  landing  possible,  and  on  the  17th  an  attempt  was 
made  at  early  daylight  to  examine  Oabaiias  Bay,  the  forces  being  under 
the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Harlow,  and  consisting  of  two  steam  cutters, 
one  from  the  Wew  York  in  charge  of  Naval  Cadet  Powell,  and  one  from 
the  Massachusetts  in  charge  of  Naval  Cadet  Hart.  The  entrance  is 
extremely  narrow,  leading  into  a  small  circular  bay.  The  launches 
were,  however,  subjected  to  so  heavy  and  continued  a  fire  at  short  range 
that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat.  Much  of  the  fire  was  from  within  50 
yards,  and  though  the  two  boats  were  struck  seventeen  times,  no  one, 
fortunately,  was  injured.  Lieutenant  Harlow  in  his  report  particularly 
praises  the  conduct  of  Cadets  Hart  and  Powell  and  Coxswains  O'Don- 
nell  and  Blom. 

On  the  19th  General  Garcia  and  his  staff  paid  a  visit  to  the  ship, 
having  arrived  that  morning  at  General  Eabi's  camp  at  Acerraderos. 
He  had  left  4,000  of  his  men,  whom  he  had  advanced  to  within  two  days' 
march  of  Santiago,  and  had  come  to  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sultation. Three  thousi'.nd  troops  were  left  behind  near  Holguin  to 
observe  some  10,000  Spanish  troops  which  are  now  concentrated  there 
and  to  prevent  their  passage  in  the  direction  of  Santiago. 

My  impressions  of  General  Garcia  are  of  the  most  pleasant  character. 
He  is  a  large,  handsome  man,  of  most  frank  and  engaging  manners 
and  of  most  soldierly  appearance.  He  remained  some  time  on  board, 
though  unfortunately  so  seasick  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie  down  during 
the  whole  of  his  visit. 

The  fleet  has  by  my  directions  furnished  arms,  clothing,  and  food  to 
the  extent  of  its  ability  to  the  Cuban  forces  both  east  and  west  of 
Santiago.  Much  has  been  done  in  this  direction  by  our  ships  at  Guan- 
tanamo, and  Commander  McGalla  there  has  been  most  energetic  iu 
rendering  them  all  assistance  possible.  I  believe  that  the  returns  for 
the  aid  rendered  will  be  good.  We  have  the  best  evidence  of  this  iu 
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the  activity  aad  courage  shown  by  the  Cubans  at  Guantanamo,  and 
Commander  McCalla  is  most  eulogistic  in  reference  to  their  conduct. 

The  forces  available  may  be  placed  at  about  600,  ut  der  General  Perez, 
near  Guantanamo  Bay;  600  under  General  Castillo,  near  Point  Sigua, 
some  few  miles  east  of  Daiquiri;  1,100  under  General  Eabi,  at  Acerra- 
deros,  and  7,000  under  General  Garcia,  distributed  as  I  have  mentioned 
above. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  by  the 
WompatucTc  a  letter  from  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  Indiana,  stating  that 
the  transports  conveying  the  army  would  arrive  during  the  day.  I 
sent  Captain  Ohadwick,  my  chief  of  staff,  on  board  the  Gloucester,  to 
meet  the  fleet  and  convey  my  compliments  to  General  Shafter,  with  the 
request  that  he  would  come  in  the  Saguranea  to  the  blockade  line. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Shafter,  about  noon,  I  went  on  board,  and 
shortly  after  we  steamed  to  Acerraderos,  18  miles  to  the  west,  and  we 
together  paid  a  visit  to  Generals  Garcia  and  Eabi.  General  Castillo 
had  previously  been  sent  for  from  Point  iSigua.  Arrangements  were 
then  made  with  reference  to  our  future  operations.  It  was  agreed  that 
the  Army  should  be  debarked  at  Daiquiri  on  the  morning  of  the  22d ; 
that  500  of  General  Eabi's  men  should  be  transported  from  Acerraderos 
to  a  point  (Cajobabo)  5  miles  west  of  La  Sigua,  to  join  there  the  forces 
under  General  Castillo,  this  whole  force  then  to  assist  in  the  landing 
of  the  army  by  assaulting  the  flank  of  the  Spanish  force  at  JBaiquiri, 
and  that  during  the  landing  at  Baiquiri  a  feint  should  be  made  to  the 
westward  of  the  entrance  to  Santiago  Harbor  by  men-of-war  and  trans- 
ports, assisted  by  500  men  under  General  Eabi.  This  was  all  carried 
out.  It  was  further  arranged  that  General  Garcia's  forces,  now  two 
days  from  Santiago,  should  be  diverted  to  Acerraderos,  and  should  be 
there  embarked  on  the  24th  to  join  our  troops  landed  at  Daiquiri.  I 
inclose  a  copy  of  the  battle  order  for  the  day,  which  explains  in  detail 
the  arrangements. 

The  Texas  engaged,  or  fired  upon,  the  vicinity  to  the  entrance  of 
Cabanas  Bay,  and  daring  the  forenoon  was  more  or  less  engaged  with 
the  western  battery.  She  did  excellent  firing  at  some  4,000  yards  range. 
She  was  struck  by  one  shell,  and  1  man  was  killed  and  8  wounded.  At 
the  time  of  writing  I  have  not  received  a  detailed  report  of  the  character 
of  the  injuries  of  the  wounded. 

At  10.30  I  left  the  blockade  and  went  to  the  eastward  to  observe  the 
progress  of  our  attempt  at  disembarkation.  Our  vessels,  stationed  as 
per  order  of  battle,  were  actively  firing  at  Aguadores  and  Ensenada 
de  los  Altares,  known  locally  as  Siboiiey,  and  at  Daiquiri.  Our  fire, 
however,  at  Daiquiri  I  found  was  simply  preparatory  to  the  actual 
landing  of  our  troops,  as  practically  no  resistance  was  made.  The  Span- 
iards apparently  at  once  retreated  from  this  point,  as  also  from  Siboney. 

The  process  of  disembarkation  was  rendered  somewhat  difficult  by  a 
heavy  sea— the  heaviest  which  we  have  had  during  the  three  weeks  the 
fleet  has  been  stationed  here— owing  to  a  stiff  blow  off  the  coast  of 
Jamaica.  When  I  left,  however,  at  3  in  the  afternoon,  some  4,000  men 
were  already  ashore,  one  of  the  steamers  had  gone  alongside  the  pier, 
and  there  was  every  prospect  of  the  work  proceeding  with  much  greater 
rapidity. 

The  pier  itself  was  not  injured,  nor  was  the  piping  conveying  the  water 
supply;  this  last  being  a  most  fortunate  thing  for  us  in  every  respect. 

I  shall  order  the  convoying  vessels  to  the  blockade  on  the  north  side 
as  soon  as  possible,  reserving  the  Helena  and  Osceola  for  strengthening 
Jhgt  of  the  south  coast,  but  shall  keep  the  Indiana  for  a  few  days  Iq 
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order  to  send  each  of  our  heavy  ships  successively  to  Guantanamo  to 
complete  their  coaling.  Heretofore  they  have  been  sent  only  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  return  to  the  blockade  at  night.  As  soon  as  this  shall  have  been 
done  I  expect  to  return  her  to  the  north  side. 

The  Vesuvius  has  done  almost  nightly  firing  since  she  has  been  here. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  explosion  of  shells  of  this  character  has  a 
very  important  effect. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  Squadron  Bulletin,  now  issued  daily,  which 
may  be  found  of  some  interest. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  GMef  V.  8.  Naval  Forces, 
North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Secebtart  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  0. 


[Letter  captured  by  the  Cubans  en  rente  to  Santiago.] 

Excellent  Sir:  The  seventh  day  at  dawn  brought  seven  ships  before  the  port  of 
Caimanera.  They  flred  grapeshot  and  all  kinds  of  projectiles  on  the  Play  a  del 
Este  and  Cayo  Toro  until  they  set  fire  to  the  fort  on  the  Playa  Este,  and  burning 
the  houses  of  the  pilots  which  the  detachment  occupied.  This  cannonading  lasted 
with  more  or  less  intensity  until  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

As  the  Playa  del  Este  had  only  two  muzzle-loading  guns  and  sand  intrenchmeuts 
the  detachment  could  do  nothing  before  the  six  ships  firing  on  them  from  all  sides. 
They  retired  into  Manigua  and  to  the  Cuzco  Hill,  where  they  remain  to-day  making 
sallies  on  the  beach. 

From  that  day  150  men  occupy  Punta  Caracolas,  observing  the  movement  of  ships 
■which  occupy  the  outer  port,  with  a  transport  of  war  and  a  variable  number  of 
armed  ships  and  other  vessels  of  war  and  armed  merchant  ships ;  total  never  less 
than  four. 

I  have  also  taken  Enanto  Passes  and  the  vigilant  Mague,  which  is  disposed  to  fall 
on  them  where  damage  can  be  done. 

I  remain  in  Caimanera  and  will  only  come  to  the  Enanto  when  I  think  it  neces- 
sary, as  to-day.  1  have  not  been  able  to  antagonize  the  American  ships  with  rifle 
fire,  no  known  ground  being  at  hand.  Yesterday  the  captain  of  engineers  ordered 
to  make  safe  protections  that  would  impede  and  to  make  them  low. 

The  ground  of  Playa  Este  is  better  for  this  purpose.  I  refer  solely  to  disembarka- 
tion. Dia  F.  Sandoval  and  Cayo  Toro  fired  with  their  artillery,  being  impeded  with 
short  range,  when  the  ships  retired  to  the  center  of  the  channel  and  took  positions 
in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  or  they  would  have  stopped  answering  the  fire  which  the 
enemy's  ships  were  keeping  up  with  impunity.  Sandoval  has  not  over  seven  dis- 
charges of  piercing  projectiles,  and  Caimanera  battery  did  not  fire,  reserving  fire 
until  the  ships  entered  the  channel,  which  is  where  their  guns  reached.  I  am  told 
that  the  insurgent  forces  at  Baraooa  have  come  down  to  Siguabos,  their  increased 
happiness  being  noticed,  and  Palamar,  and  I  do  not  know  more. 

'The  American  squadron  in  possession  of  the  outer  bay  has  taken  it  as  if  for  a  har- 
bor of  rest,  they  having  anchored  as  if  one  of  their  own  ports  since  the  7th,  the  day 
they  cut  the  cables.  In  the  entrance  and  center  of  the  harbor,  I  not  being  able  to 
reach  them,  they  have  not  again  molested  me  except  with  two  cannon  shots  on  the 
8th.  It  appears  from  the  work  that  is  being  done  that  they  are  preparing  to  plant 
the  harbor  with  mines,  or  place  their  ships  for  disembarkation  at  Playa  del  Este, 
their  favorite  place.  If  it  is  the  first,  I  call  your  attention  to  it,  in  case  that  some 
time  our  squadron  should  come  here. 

The  forces  of  the  brigade  are  in  good  spirits.  I  continue  serving  out  half  rations 
of  everything,  and  in  that  way  I  expect  to  reach  only  the  end  of  the  month,  above 
all  in  bread,  as  I  have  no  flour  of  any  kind,  as  I  said,  and  no  way  of  getting  any  on 
account  of  there  having  been  no  corn  for  some  time.  Quinine  for  the  hospitals  the 
same.  In  hard  straits  I  have  taken  private  drug  stores,  and  will  have  enough  until 
the  end  of  the  month.  Town  in  needful  circumstances,  first  need  since  the  2d  ultimo. 
Only  the  7fch  we  had  only  two  wounded  at  Cayo  Toro.  The  cable  house,  riddled 
with  shell,  still  stands,  and  if  Americans  abandon  port,  which  I  doubt,  everything 
possible  will  be  done  to  reestablish  communication,  to  which  end  I  have  everything 
ready. 

To-day  there  is  in  the  harbor  a  large  armored  vessel  and  seven  more  vessels  with  a 
large  transport  that  appears  to  be  a  storeship.  They  patrol  Flayo  4el  Este  wit^ 
aiqied  laqnches,  I  have  just  been  inforipe^. 
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I  return  to  Cajmanera  on  seeing  the  carrier  of  this  start  out,  he  meriting  my  con- 
fidence as  a  trusty  of  the  brigade,  having  rendered  me  good  services  np  to  date.  By 
sea  I  have  ready  a  youth  that  served  in  the  navy,  and  who  offered  himself  sponta- 
neously.    I  active  recommend  him  to  your  excellency,  should  he  arrive. 

Enanto,  10  June,  1898. 

Fblix  Pareja. 

(There  is  a  seal  reading  "Ejercito  de  Operaciones  en  Cuba  EM  Division  de  Cuba, 
2a,  Bgde.") 

His  Excellency  Genekal  Commanding  Division  op  Cuba. 


ORDER  OF  BATTLE. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuha,  June  15,  1898. 

An  examination  indicates  that  the  Spaniards  have  been  adding  to  the  defenses  to 
the  east  and  west  of  the  entrance.  Apparently  there  are  mounted  on  the  left  of  the 
western  battery  two  ship's  guns,  and  on  the  right  hand  of  the  same  battery  two  or 
three  old  guns.  On  the  eastern  battery,  to  the  right  of  the  lighthouse,  are  mounted 
three  old  guns,  and  possibly  several  smaller  rapid-fire  guns. 

The  squadron  will  be  prepared  to-morrow  morning  at  early  daylight  to  shell  both 
of  these  batteries. 

There  will  be  no  special  formation  for  this  purpose,  but  vessels  will,  at  early  dawn, 
carefully  adjust  their  positions  and  blockading  distances  of  three  miles,  and  go 
quietly  to  general  quarters,  the  men  having  been  called  early  enough  to  have  had 
their  early  coffee.  The  New  York  and  the  Nem  Orleans  will  exchange  blockading 
positions. 

When  signal  18  is  made,  vessels  will  move  toward  the  harbor  entrance  at  a  speed  of 
five  knots.  Arrived  at  a  distance  of  3,000  yards,  each  ship  will  stop  and  turn  to  present 
her  broadside,  the  New  York,  Neio  Orleans,  Oregon,  and  Iowa  turning  with  port  helm, 
and  the  Brooklyn,  Texas,  and  the  Massaohusetis  with  starboard  helm.  This  stopping 
and  turning  will  be  done  without  signal,  but  all  vessels  should  endeavor  to  arrive 
on  the  firing  line  at  the  same  moment.  After  turning,  distance  should  be  closed  to 
400  yards,  using  the  engines  again,  if  needed.  The  vessels  will  retain  the  positions 
thus  taken  as  nearly  as  possible,  moving  in  closer,  if  necessary,  in  order  to  see  their 
targets  and  render  their  fire  effective. 

On  signal  from  the  commander  in  chief  all  vessels  will  open  fiie,  or  fire  will  be 
opened  in  case  the  enemy  begins. 

Bearings  will  be  taken  carefully,  and  distances  obtained  with  all  practicable 
accuracy. 

The  Vixen  will  take  position  inshore  on  the  western  side,  and  the  Scorpion  on  the 
eastern  side,  and  loot  out  for  the  musketry  fire  from  shore.  They  will  be  slightly 
outside  the  flank  ship,  and  where  they  can  enfilade  any  infantry  fire  directed  upon 
the  ships. 

The  tire  will  be  deliberate,  and  after  the  batteries  are  silenced  will  be  carefully 
directed  to  their  destruction.  Ammunition  will  not  be  thrown  away.  Careful 
instructions  will  be  given  to  gun  captains  not  to  fire  unless  they  can  see  their  mark, 
which,  in  this  case,  will  be  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  Vesuvius  and  the  Porter  will  remain  on  the  east  side  out  of  range  of  the 
batteries. 

At  signal  19  the  vessels  will  resume  their  day  blockading  stations. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear  Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  XJ.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 

ADDENDUM  TO  ORDER  OF   BATTLE  OF  JUNE   15,  1898. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  15,  1898. 
Reduced  charges  will  be  used  in  all  guns  of  8-inch  caliber  and  above  with  the  cor- 
responding sight  marks  to  iucreiise  the  angle  of  fall  of  the  projectile  and  the  proba- 
bility of  destroying  the  batteries. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear  Admiral, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 
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SQUADKON  BULLETIN. 
IV.  a.  Flagship  JlTew  Tork,  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Caba,  Thursday,  Jane  16,  1893.] 

The  fort  at  Gaantanamo  was  destroyed  yesterday  by  the  Texat  and  Marhlehead. 
The  channel  to  Caimanera  Is  to  be  dragged  for  torpedoes.  One  torpedo  was  picked 
up  by  the  Marblehead'a  screw.  There  has  been  no  serious  fighting  reported  ashore 
in  the  laet  day. 

The  Yankee,  which  has  returned  from  Cienfuegos,  where  she  had  been  sent  to  inter- 
cept a  Spanish  steamer,  the  Ptirissima  Coneepcion,  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  had,  off 
the  port,  an  engagement  with  a  Spanish  gunboat  and  the  batteries  ashore.  One  man 
was  wounded.  The  gunboat,  which  had  come  out  apparently  to  observe  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Yankee,  escaped,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  firing  being  interrupted  by  the 
smoke. 

The  Vesuvius  fired  three  projectiles  last  night  about  11.  One  struck  the  hill  on 
which  is  the  western  battery,  one  went  over  and  is  thought  to  have  struck  Cay 
Smith,  and  one  is  supposed  to  have  gone  into  the  water  between  Socapa  and  Cay 
Smith.    All  are  supposed  to  have  exploded. 

More  complete  reports  from  Guantanamo  state  that  the  force  of  Spaniards  routed 
by  the  marines  and  the  Cubans  on  the  14th  instant  numbered  about  300,  and  that 
their  loss  was  between  40  and  60  men  killed,  1  o£Bcer  and  17  soldiers  captured. 

A  second  Spanish  mine  was  brought  to  the  surface  by  the  screw  of  the  Texas  and 
was  picked  up  by  the  Marblehead's  launch.  Both  of  these  mines  are  French,  with 
depth  regulators,  contain  46^  kilos  of  gun  cotton,  and  each  has  six  contact  arms. 
Manufactured  in  August,  1896,  and  placed  in  position  in  April,  1898. 

Two  Spanish  soldiers  came  in  voluntarily  and  surrendered.  One  of  them  reported 
that  the  Spanish  forces  near  the  marine  camp  had  been  wi  thout  food  for  three  days, 
and  that  one  body  of  500  would  give  themselves  up  were  they  not  prevented  by  theii 
officers. 

A  Spanish  spy  endeavored  to  make  his  way  from  Guantanamo  to  Santiago,  and 
was  captured  on  the  11th  instant.  In  his  possessibn  was  found  a  letter  from  the 
commanding  general  at  Guantanamo  to  the  commanding  general  at  Santiago,  stating 
that  his  men  were  on  half  rations  and  that  he  hiid  food  only  to  last  to  the  end  of 
June.    It  is  understood  that  this  spy  was  hanged  by  the  Cubans. 

At  early  dawn  the  squadron  bombarded  the  forts  at  the  entrance  of  Santiago.  The 
forts  were  quickly  silenced  and  the  fire  was  continued  lor  half  an  hour  and  probably 
did  much  damage,  as  no  shots  were  fired  at  the  ships  while  they  were  withdrawing. 

A  heavy  explosion  was  observed  in  one  of  the  batteries.  The  firing  was  deliberate 
and  was  very  acoorate,  especially  that  of  the  Texas.    None  of  the  smps  were  struck. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  Toek,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  16, 1898, 
SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  action  of  to-day  as  follows : 
We  went  to  general  quarters  at  5.25,  having  moved  close  in  under 
the  western  battery  and  firing  at  about  1,800  yards.    Firing  continued 
until  6  o'clock,  and  no  shot  having  been  returned  from  the  batteries  for 
some  time  the  fleet  resumed  blockading  stations. 

I  have  to  speak  in  the  most  praiseworthy  manner  of  the  action  of 
ofScers  and  men;  nothing  could  be  better  than  their  spirit.  I  inclose 
the  executive  ofilcer's  report. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Ohadwick, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Comma/nding. 
The  OOMMANDBE  IN  OhIBP. 


U.  S.  FLAGsmp  New  York,  1st  Kate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  17, 1898. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  with  the  batteries  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba  on  June  16,  1898 : 

The  ships  were  placed  in  position  as  follows :  The  New  York,  New  Orleans,  Oregon, 
and  Iowa  in  the  right  division,  and  the  Brooklyn,  Texas,  and  Massachusetts  in  the 
left.  The  interval  between  ships  was  400  yards  and  the  distance  3,000  yards.  This 
position  was  maintained  as  well  as  possible  during  the  engagement. 
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The  call  to  general  quarters  was  sounded  at  4.50  and  the  ship  opened  fire  at  5.24 
at  a  distance  of  3,000  yards. 

A  few  shots  from  this  ship  were  fired  at  the  western  battery,  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  fire  was  directed  to  the  battery  to  the  eastward  of  ttie  Morro. 

The  fire  was  kept  up  until  6.30,  when  the  ships  returned  to  their  bloclsiading  sta- 
tions.   There  was  but  little  return  fire  and  this  ship  was  not  struck. 

Total  ammunition  expended:  Thirty-four  8-inch,  two  hundred  and  twelve  4-inch, 
eighty-six  6-pounder. 

The  conduct  of  all  coming  under  my  observation  was  exemplary. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.   P.   POTTKR, 

Zieutenant-Commander,  Mxecutive  Officer, 
The  CoMMAiroiNG  Officeb. 


133694. 

[Beport  on  engagement  'with  shore  batteries  off  Santiago  Jnne  16, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  1st  Eaxb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  16, 1898. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  battle  order  of  June  15,  this  ship  was  pre- 
pared for  battle  on  June  16, 1898,  at  4.30  a.  m.    The  first  shot  was  fired 
at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  at  6.05  a.  m.  we  ceased  firing  and  resumed  station. 

Fire  was  directed  at  the  west  battery  and  some  of  the  shots  were 
seen  to  strike  in  the  battery. 
The  sea  was  smooth  and  weather  calm. 

The  ofiicers  and  crew  all  behaved  well.  The  executive  oflBcer,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Schroeder,  managed  the  batteries  very  satisfac- 
torily; Lieuteuant  Potts  rendered  assistance  in  maneuvering  the  ship 
and  obtaining  ranges.    There  were  no  casualties. 

The  expenditure  of  ammunition  was  as  follows :  Three  13-inch  shell, 
twenty-three  8-inch  shell,  twenty-two  6-inch  shell,  thirty  percussion 
primers,  thirty  electric  primers. 

The  reports  of  the  executive  oflBcer,  the  division  ofBcers,  and  the  sig- 
nal oflScer  are  herewith  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully.  Jambs  J.  Hxgginson, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
The  OoMMAWDEB  m  Ohibp  U.  S.  Navax  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
OW  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  16,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  with  the 
shore  batteries  this  morning: 

The  fire  of  this  ship  was  directed  entirely  at  the  west  battery.  The  first  shot  was 
fired  at  5.30  a.  m.  and  the  last  at  6.05,  when  we  hauled  out  of  action.  Three  13-inch, 
twenty-three  8-inch,  and  twenty-two  6-inch  shell  were  fired,  all  from  starboard  bat- 
tery except  two  from  port  forward  8-inch  turret.  When  the  broadside  was  first 
brought  to  bear  the  range  was  about  5,000  yards.  Three  8-inch  shots  were  fired  from 
that  position  and  then  the  ship  was  headed  in  and  brought  into  action  again  at  about 
3,500  yards,  which  approximate  range  was  kept  during  the  rest  of  the  engagement. 
The  smoke  interfered  badly  with  pointing  and  with  noting  the  falls,  the  enemy's 
works  being  directly  to  windward.  I  was  able  to  note  four  very  good  8-inch  shots 
and  there  may  have  been  others.  The  first  shots  were  fired  with  full  charge,  the  bat- 
tery having  been  loaded  for  several  days ;  all  reloading  of  8  and  13  inch  was  with 
reduced  charge,  and  those  calibers  are  now  loaded  with  reduced  charge  except  the 
left  gun  of  foward  13-inch  turret,  which  did  not  have  the  opportunity  to  fire,  and 
remains  with  the  original  fnll  charge.  I  can  only  state  positively  that  one  8-inch 
shell  burst;  the  others  may  have  been  smothered  in  the  column  of  earth  thrown  up. 

At  first  our  fire  was  returned  vigorously  by  two  guns  in  the  west  part  of  the  earth- 
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work;  in  fact,  they  opened  first,  but  their  fire  was  silenced  before  very  long.  This 
sliip  was  struck  once  forward  by  the  fragments  of  a  shell  which  burst  upon  striking 
the  water  a  few  yards  ahead.  One  fragment  which  .struck  the  13-inch  barbette  was 
large  enough  to  judge  that  it  was  a  piece  of  a  6-inch  cast  iron  of  very  j)Oor  quality. 
Several  other  shell  fell  quite  near  the  ship.  I  noted  one  that  ricochetted,  but  all  the 
others  that  I  saw  had  evidently  a  large  angle  of  fall  and  did  not  rise.  I  think  the 
latter  were  from  a  battery  behind  the  ridge  of  the  west  battery,  as  puifs  of  smoke 
were  seen  frequently  rising  from  there. 

The  damage  done  to  the  ship  by  our  own  fire  was  limited  to  breaking  some  sashes 
and  panes  in  the  chart  house  and  loosening  some  dials  of  electric  telegraphs  and 
indicators. 

The  traverses  of  the  enemy's  works,  the  breastwork  in  the  eastern  part,  and  a 
derrick  near  the  middle  are  still  in  place  and  do  not  appear  to  have  been  seriously 
disturbed.    Two  guns  also  appear  to  be  stiU  mounted  in  the  western  part. 

The  crew  of  this  ship  did  their  work  with  alacrity  and  spirit,  although  many  were 
fatigued  by  their  watch  and  work  during  the  night. 
Very  respectfully, 

Sbaton  Schrobdbr, 
Lieutenant-Commander  and  Executive  Officer. 

The  COMMAiroiNG  Officer. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  1,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  assist- 
ing a  demonstration  made  by  a  regiment  of  the  Army  at  Aguadores,  3 
miles  east  of  the  Morro,  on  this  date. 

We  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from  Siboney,  and  began  firing 
at  9.20,  although  we  had  gone  to  general  quarters  as  early  as  6  o'clock. 

We  shelled  the  rifle  pits  and  the  small  fort  near  the  bridge,  dispers- 
ing from  the  rifle  pits  the  few  men  who  were  seen  there.  At  no  time 
was  there  anyone  seen  in  the  fort,  the  flagstaff  of  which  was  knocked 
away  by  the  Swwanee. 

This  ship  fired  at  intervals  against  the  rifle  pits  and  up  the  gorge  at 
the  request  of  the  forces  ashore,  but  later,  no  enemy  being  in  sight, 
employed  itself  in  firing  over  the  ridges,  into  Santiago,  with  an  eleva- 
tion of  8,500  yards.  The  troops  finally  retired  about  12.30,  nothing 
having  been  accomplished,  so  far  as  we  could  see. 

Inclosed  herewith  is  the  executive  ofQcer's  report,  showing  amount 
of  ammunition  expended,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Ohadwick, 

Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANBBR  IN   GHIBP. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Guha,  July  S,  1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  of  July  1, 
1898,  at  Aguadores : 

The  ship  went  to  general  quarters  at  6.50  off  Aguadores  to  assist  the  advance  of 
the  troops  from  Siboney  to  that  place. 

At  10.13,  the  troops  having  arrived,  tlie  ship  opened  fire  on  the  rifle  pits  and  on 
the  small  fort  at  the  left  of  the  railroad  bridge. 

Very  few  of  the  enemy  were  seen,  and  those  were  quickly  driven  from  the  rifle 
pits.    No  fire  was  directed  ajrainst  the  ship. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement  the  ship  fired  at  intervals  over  the  ridge 
into  Santiago. 
Total  ammunition  expended :  Twenty-six  8-inch,  fifty  4-inoh,  forty-nine  6-pounder. 
The  conduct  of  officers  and  crew  was  exemplary. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  P.  Potter, 

Ueiiitenant-Commander,  Executive  Officer. 

The  COMMANDLNG  OFFICER. 
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U.  S.  Flagship  I^ew  Tokk,  1st  Rate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  2, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the 
action  of  July  2 : 

At  5  a.  m.  call  was  sounded  for  general  quarters,  and  opened  fire  at 
5.49.    We  stood  close  in  under  the  eastern  battery,  enfilading  that  and 
the  Socapa  battery.    We  continued  firing  until  7.45. 
The  firing  of  the  ship  was  excellent. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men,  as  always,  was  all  that  could  be 
desired. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  the  executive  officer,  showing 
ammunition  expended,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Ghadwick, 

Captain,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3,  1898. 
Sir:  In  accordance  with  paragraph  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  engagement  of  the  batteries  off  Santiago  de 
Cuba  on  July  2,  1898: 
At  5  a.  m.  went  to  general  quarters,  and  at  5.48  opened  fire  on  the  eastern  battery. 
The  firing  was  very  good,  the  light-house  being  struck  several  times  and  the  east- 
ern battery  silenced. 

Several  shell  from  the  battery  burst  near  the  ship  and  some  passed  over.      The 
ship  was  not  struck  and  there  were  no  casualties. 
At  7.30  the  fleet  resumed  blockading  stations. 

Total  ammunition  expended:  Thirty-three  8-inch,  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
4- inch,  sixty-nine  6-pounder. 
The  conduct  of  all  coming  under  my  observation  was  exemplary. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  P.  Potter, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  Executive  Officer. 
The  Commanding  Ofmcer. 


128825. 

[Bombardment  of  Santiago,  July  30.] 

No.  219,]  U.  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  10,  1898. 

SiK:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  4.30  a.  m.  on  July  2,  the 
Indiana  having  just  returned  from  Guantanamo,  the  flagship  signaled 
the  Indiana  "Take  position  between  flagship  and  Oregon.  We  engage 
the  batteries  at  daylight.  Receive  Mr.  Staunton's  call."  In  obedience 
to  this  signal  took  station  assigned,  cleared  for  action,  and  at  5.25  beat 
to  general  quarters.  Glosing  in  shore  a  bombardment  of  the  eastern 
batteries  was  commenced  with  the  port  battery,  in  obedience  to  Gen- 
eral Signal  1.  At  6.16  ceased  firing  but  commenced  again  at  6.31, 
having  obtained  permission  so  to  do  by  signal. 

At  6.46  ceased  firing  and  took  position  to  westward  and  at  7.05  opened 
fire  with  starboard  battery  upon  Punta  Gorda  battery.  At  7.32  ceased 
firing  and  secured  in  obedience  to  signal,  having  in  the  meantime  been 
ordered  by  signal  to  resume  station.  Many  shots  fell  near  us,  but  we 
were  not  struck. 

When  close  under  the  Morro  one  of  our  shots  appeared  to  carry  away 
the  Spanish  flag  there 
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During  the  action  expended  ammunition  as  follows:  Seventeen  13- 
inch,  fifty-nine  8inch,  fifty-four  6-inch,  and  four  hundred  and  forty- 
three  6-pounders. 

The  guns  and  mounts  worked  well.  The  gas-check  pads  of  the  13- 
inch  guns  needed  frequent  renewing  with  new  pads,  as  reported  in  my 
letter  No.  204. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  in  this  action  was  commendable. 
The  crew  of  this  ship  had  worked  continuously  coaling  ship  at  Guan- 
tanamo  until  midnight,  and  when  the  call  to  battle  sounded  were  still 
covered  with  the  coal  dust,  and  one  watch  with  almost  no  sleep.  Under 
these  circumstances  the  alacrity  they  displayed  and  their  eagerness  to 
get  into  action  were  most  satisfactory. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  O.  Tatloe, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


133694. 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  2,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  signal,  made  at  12.40  a.  m.,  July  2, 1898, 
this  ship  was  ready  for  action  at  4.30  a.  m.,  and  opened  fire,  together 
with  the  Texas  and  Brooklyn,  at  the  west  battery  at  5.45  a.  m.  After 
this  battery  was  silenced  I  moved  up  to  the  eastward  so  as  to  open  the 
Gorda  battery,  and  together  with  the  Oregon  and  Indiana  I  opened  fire 
on  that  battery.  At  7.35  a.  m.  ceased  firing  and  hauled  out  of  action. 
The  sea  was  calm  and  the  weather  pleasant. 

The  crew  and  officers  worked  with  spirit  and  alacrity.  The  executive 
officer,  Lieutenant-Commander  Schroeder,  managed  the  batteries  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  and  Lieutenant  Potts  rendered  help  in  handling 
the  ship  and  obtaining  the  ranges.    There  were  no  casualties. 

The  expenditure  of  ammunition  was  as  follows :  Twenty- three  13-inch 
shell,  fifty-four  8-inch  shell,  fifty-nine  6-inch  shell,  one  hundred  electric 
primers,  seventy  percussion  primers. 

The  reports  of  the  executive  officer,  the  division  officers,  and  the 
signal  officer  are  herewith  inclosed. 
Very  respectfully, 

Francis  J.  Higginson, 
Captain,  U.  8.  Navy,  Commanding, 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


XJ.  S.  S.  Massachusetts, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S,  1898. 

Sir:  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  upon  the  engagement  with  the  shore 
batteries  this  morning : 

This  ship  commenced  firing  at  about  5.45  and  fired  136  shots — twenty-three  13- 
inch,  fifty-four  8-inch,  fifty-nine  6  inch,  both  starboard  and  port  batteries  being 
engaged  alternately.  At  7.35  we  ceased  firing  and  hauled  out  of  action.  During 
the  earlier  and  greater  part  of  the  action  our  fire  was  directed  entirely  at  the  west 
battery,  in  company  with  the  Brooklyn  and  Texas,  the  range  being  4,000  to  2,500 
yards.  Later  a  few  shots  were  fired  up  the  inlet  between  the  Catalina  battery  and 
ChuTuca  Point,  with  the  sights  at  6,500  yards,  and  afterwards  some  w«re  fired  at 
Qorda  Point  battery,  range  3,500  yards. 
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The  conditions  were  extremely  unfavorable,  as  they  always  are  in  the  morning 
here.  The  morning  snn  does  not  show  up  the  west  battery  well,  and  the  morning 
land  breeze  blows  the  smoke  right  back  in  stifling  clouds  over  the  ship,  making  it 
generally  impossible  to  note  the  falls  and  correct  the  range.  Some  sliell,  both  13-inoh 
and  8-inch,  were  observed  to  land  in  the  battery,  however,  and  considering  all  the 
circumstances  the  work  of  the  gun  pointers  appears  to  have  been  good. 

The  fire  of  the  west  battery  was  quickly  silenced,  the  gunners  being  driven  off 
by  our  fire;  but  no  material  damage  appears  to  have  been  done.  All  the  guns  which 
were  in  position  when  the  action  began  were  still  in  position  when  we  withdrew, 
namely,  one  modern  rifle  (probably  6-inoh)  and  some  mortars.  When  the  fleet 
ceased  firing  and  withdrew  the  enemy  returned  quickly  and  fired  one  shot  at  each 
ship  of  the  west  squadron. 

The  fact  of  no  serious  damage  being  inflicted  by  the  sustained  fire  of  such  heavy 
ships  aB  the  MaaaachuaeUa,  Brooklyn,  and  Texaa  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  largely  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  of  our  shells  not  bursting,  and  I  beg  to  call  serious  attention 
to  this  almost  universal  failure  of  the  fuses.  There  is  no  mistake  about  this;  no 
possibility  of  the  smoke  being  smothered  in  the  cloud  of  dirt,  as  suggested  in  pre- 
vious reports  of  Jiine.  Not  one  shell  from  this  ship  was  seen  to  burst,  and  few  from 
the  Brooklyn  and  Texaa.  I  followed  one  of  our  13-inch  throughout  its  trajectory,  and 
saw  it  strike  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  glance  up  high  in  the  air,  evidently  intact.  I 
also  observed  two  6-inch  common  shell  break  up  a  short  distance  from  the  muzzle. 

Owing  to  the  smoke  from  our  own  guns  and  from  those  of  the  Oregon  and  Indiana, 
which  ships  were  closely  grouped  with  us  off  the  harbor  entrance,  it  was  impossible 
to  see  if  any  of  our  shots  struck  in  or  near  the  Gorda  battery. 

This  ship  was  not  struck  during  the  engagement,  although  more  shell  passed  over 
and  struck  near  than  in  any  previous  action  off  th  is  port. 

The  damage  inflicted  by  our  own  fire  was  as  follows :  After  body  of  second  whale- 
boat  shattered  by  the  blast  of  port  after  8-inch  gnus  trained  well  forward ;  desk  and  a 
few  blinds  and  sashes  broken  in  chart  house ;  firing  the  after  13-inch  aft  over  the  deck 
resulted  in  bending  the  fastenings  of  cabin  skylight  steel  cover  and  breaking  four 
panes  of  glass,  bulging  battle  plates  of  two  companion  hatchways,  shearing  the  rivets 
in  the  head  of  a  stanchion  in  cabin  supporting  main  deck  beam  and  two  rivets  in  the 
heel  of  another,  breaking  the  cabin  ladder  in  two,  starting  some  joiner  work  in  the 
cabin,  and  breaking  several  wooden  life-rail  stanchions.  Some  minor  damage  was 
also  done  to  the  gig. 

OfScers  and  men  did  their  duty,  as  usual,  with  spirit  and  alacrity. 
Very  respectfully, 

Sbaton  Schkoeder, 
Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  K.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Officer. 


142722. 

[Report  of  operations  of  North  Atlantic  Fleet.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Bate, 

Quantanamo  Bay,  August  3,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report,  covering  the 
conduct  of  the  fleet  under  my  command  in  its  operations  ending  with 
the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron  under  Admiral  Cervera, 

Information  being  received  of  the  sailing,  April  29,  of  Admiral  Oer- 
vera's  squadron  from  the  Cape  Verde  Islands  it  was  decided  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Department  that  a  squadron  should  go  into  the 
Windward  Passage  for  the  purpose  of  observation,  with  a  view  to 
going  farther  east  if  thought  advisable,  making  en  route  Gape  Haitien 
a  place  of  call  for  disi)atches. 

May  4. — The  flagship  left  Key  West  at  5.45  a.  m.  of  May  4,  having 
appointed  a  rendezvous  of  the  several  ships  which  were  selected  to 
form  the  squadron  off  Cruz  del  Padre  light,  Nicholas  Channel,  at  6 
p.  m.  of  that  day. 

The  flagship  calling  off  Havana  proceeded  to  the  rendezvous  in  com- 
pany with  the  Iowa,  Indiana,  and  Detroit.  The  Terror,  Amphitrite, 
Montgomery,  Porter,  Wompatuck,  and  the  collier  Niagara  were  already 
there.  The  squadron  at  once  stood  eastward,  the  monitors  being  taken 
in  tow. 
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This  was  the  beginning  of  our  experience  with  the  inefficiency  of  the 
monitors.  Their  coal  supply  was  so  small  that  it  was  at  once  evident 
that  they  must  either  frequently  coal  or  they  must  be  towed.  Therefore 
the  New  York  took  one  of  the  monitors  in  tow,  and  the  other  was  towed 
by  the  Iowa.  There  resulted  endles  trouble  and  delay  from  the  break- 
ing of  towlines,  etc.  At  the  first  opportunity,  wheu  the  sea  was  suffi- 
ciently smooth,  the  monitors  were  given  coal  from  the  Niagara,  and 
again  taken  in  tow.  Had  the  sea  been  rough,  or  had  the  enemy 
appeared  at  this  juncture,  the  squadron  would  have  been  in  a  much 
better  position  for  an  engagement  had  the  monitors  been  elsewhere. 
Subsequently,  when  engaging  the  batteries  of  San  Juan,  it  was  evident 
that  their  shooting  was  very  bad.  Owing  to  the  quick  rolling  of  these 
vessels,  even  in  a  very  moderate  sea,  they  were  unable  to  fire  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy. 

May  6. — At  4.30  p.  m.  of  the  6th  the  Montgomery  was  sent  ahead  to 
call  at  Cape  Haitieu  for  telegrams.  The  squadron  arrived  at  a  point 
20  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Haitien  and  communicated  with  the 
Montgomery,  which  came  out  of  Cape  Haitien  at  11.40  p.  m.  of  the  7th. 

May  7. — The  following  telegrams  were  received : 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  6. 
Do  not. risk  or  cripple  your  vessels  against  fortifications  as  to  prevent  from  soon 
afterwardsanccessfuUy  fighting  Spanish  fleet  composed  of  Pe/ai/o,  Carlos  V,  Oquendo, 
Vizcaya,  Maria  Teresa,  Cristobal  Colon,  four  deep-sea  torpedo  boats,  if  they  should 
appear  on  this  side. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  6. 
American  Line  steamer  New  YorTc,  St.  Louis  keep  a  lookout  for  Spanish  fleet  about 
80  nautical  miles  to  the  east  of  Martinique  Island,  Guadeloupe  Island.     Paris  cruis- 
ing around  Porto  Rico  for  that  purpose.     He  will  inform  you  if  he  gets  any  reliable 
information. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  6. 
It  is  reported  that  several  vessels  with  coal,  Spanish  fleet,  are  to  be  near  Pointe  a 
Pitre,  Guadeloupe;  possibly  contingent  supply. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  6. 
Keports  to-day  Spanish  veBBel(s)  coaling  and  loading  ammunition  at  St.  Thomas, 
West  Indies,  and  Spanish  men-of-war  patrolling  outside  harbor. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  6. 
Ambulance  steamer  Solace  will  leave  May  7  for  Cape  Haitien ;  leave  orders  to  follow 
you. 

Long. 

May  8. — All  the  commanding  officers  were  called  aboard  the  flagship 
in  the  middle  watch,  and  a  consultation  regarding  the  situation  was 
held.  I  decided  to  stand  on  to  the  eastward  as  far  as  San  Juan,  Porto 
Rico,  on  the  chance  of  finding  the  Spanish  squadron  in  that  port,  where, 
if  we  were  not  successful  in  destroying  it,  it  could  at  least  be  closely 
blockaded  and  held. 

May  9. — The  squadron  had  been  stopped  20  miles  north  of  Cape 
Haitien,  and  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  and  the  morning  of  the  9th  were 
spent  in  coaling  the  Terror,  Amphitrite,  Montgomery,  and  Detroit. 

At  11.15,  the  following  being  received  from  Cape  Haitien,  the  squadron 
stood  eastward : 

Washington,  May  8. 
The  receipt  of  telegram  of  8th  is  acknowledged.     PeJayo,  Carlos  V,  one  deep-sea 
torpedo  boat  can  not  leave  Cadiz,  Spain,  two  weeks,  Oquendo,  Fiacaya,  Maria  Ttreta, 
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C.  Colon,  two  deep-sea  torpedo  vessels,  published  in  the  newspapers,  were  seen 
yesterday  night  near  Martinique.  Completion  of  course  American  Line  steamer  oif 
Windward  Passage  May  10,  off  Porto  Rico  May  13.  I  order  them  to  St.  Thomas  to 
await  instructions  from  you.  Blockade  of  Cuba  and  Key  West  will  be  endangered 
*  *  *  if  stripped  by  you  »  »  •  You  should  be  quick  in  your  operation  at 
Porto  Rico.  In  everytliing  the  Department  has  utmost  confidence  in  your  discre- 
tion, and  the  Department  does  not  wish  to  hamper  you. 

May  12. — The  squadron  arrived  off  San  Juan  the  morning  of  the  12th^ 
and  the  bombardment  of  that  phice  ensued,  beginning  at  5.10  and  end- 
ing at  7.45.  It  was  soon  seen  that  Admiral  Cervera's  squadron  was 
not  in  the  port.  It  was  clear  to  my  own  mind  that  the  squadron  would 
not  have  any  great  diificulty  in  forcing  the  surrender  of  the  place,  but 
the  fact  that  we  should  be  held  several  days  in  completing  arrange- 
ments for  holding  it;  that  part  of  our  force  would  have  to  be  left  to 
await  the  arrival  of  troops  to  garrison  it;  that  the  movements  of  the 
Spanish  squadron,  our  main  objective,  were  still  unknown;  that  the 
Flying  Squadron  was  still  north,  and  not  in  a  position  to  render  any 
aid;  that  Havana,  Cervera's  natural  objective,  was  thus  open  to  entry 
by  such  a  force  as  his,  while  we  were  a  thousand  miles  distant,  made 
our  immediate  movement  toward  Havana  imperative. 

I  thus  reluctantly  gave  up  the  project  against  San  Juan  and  stood 
westward  for  Havana. 

The  Montgomery  was  sent  into  St.  Thomas  to  send  dispatches  and 
bring  any  information  possible,  with  rendezvous  off  Cape  Haitien. 

May  13. — On  the  night  of  the  13th  ,  out  of  Key  West,  was 

spoken,  st<inding  eastward,  and  word  was  received  that  an  Associated 
Press  dispatch  was  current  at  Key  West  that  Admiral  Cervera's  squad- 
ron had  returned  to  Cadiz.    This  was  also  received  from  a.  press  boat. 

May  14. — The  squadron  was  stopped  and  the  torpedo  boat  Porter  sent 
into  Puerto  Plata  with  the  following  telegrams : 

May  14. 
Secretary  of  thb  Navy,  Washington: 

Is  it  true  Spanish  ships  are  at  Cadiz,  Spain  t  If  so,  send  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico, 
collier  from  Key  West  or  elsewhere. 

May  U. 
Remey,  Key  West : 

Send  without  delay  Vesuvius  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  if  the  Department  confiimB 
the  arrival  of  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Cadiz. 

These  telegrams  had  in  view  to  return  and  capture  San  Juan,  the 
leisure  to  do  so  and  occupy  the  place  being  assured  in  the  event  of 
Admiral  Cervera's  failure  to  cross  the  Atlantic. 

Ma/y  15.— The  Porter  returned  at  3.30  a.  m.  of  the  15th  with  the  fol- 
lowing telegrams : 

Flying  Squadron  will  sail  to-day  for  Charleston,  S.  C.  Ready  to  reinforce  Cuban 
blockade  or  Key  West,  if  necessary.  The  Minneapolis  leaves  to-day  to  watch  between 
Monte  Christi  and  Caicos  Banis,  Bahamas,  and  the  St.  Paul  to  watch  between  Moraut 
Point,  Jamaica,  and  west  end  of  Haiti.  Very  important  that  your  fast  cruisers  keep 
touch  with  Spanish  squadron. 

Later : 

The  Spanish  fleet  from  Cape  Verde  Islands  off  Curaooa,  West  Indies,  May  14.  Fly- 
ing Squadron  en  route  to  Key  West,  Fla.  Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Kev 
West.  r  e  Jl 

Also: 

The  Spanish  torpedo  boat,  deep-sea  class.  Terror,  remains  at  Fort  de  France,  Mar- 
tinique; only  Spanish  man-of-war  observed  May  13.  The  St.  Louis  reports,  having 
arrived  from  St.  Thomas.  Captain  Goodrich  reports  having  out  a  cable  between  St. 
Thomas  and  Sau  Juan. 
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The  squadron  in  the  meantime,  awaiting  these  telegrams,  had  remained 
iu  position.  I  gave  orders  to  the  St.  Louis,  which  had  arrived  at  2.15 
a.  m.  May  15  from  the  eastward,  to  proceed  to  Santiago  and  cut  cables 
there;  also  Guantanamo;  thence  to  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  and  cut  cables; 
thence  to  St.  Thomas  and  await  orders.  Orders  were  to  the  Harvard 
and  Yale,  St.  Thomas: 

Take  all  coal  permitted  at  St.  Thomas  and  await  additional  instmctions.  Tele- 
graph any  news  to  Cape  Haitien. 

I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  Commodore  Eemy,  Key  West: 

Have  all  coal  lighters  tilled  with  coal  for  ships  in  my  squadron  on  18th. 

and  proceeded  westward  with  the  squadron,  sending  the  Porter  to 
Puerto  Plata  with  the  above-mentioned  dispatches  and  also  to  ask  if 
the  Spanish  ships  were  at  Ouracoa;  and  if  so,  what  ships.  Tha  Porter, 
after  sending  these  dispatches,  was  to  proceed  to  Gape  Haitien  to 
receive  replies.  The  squadron  then  proceeded  westward,  the  flagship 
arranging  a  rendezvous  with  the  Porter  off  Cape  Haitien. 

May  16. — At  12.30  a.  m.  May  16,  the  Porter  arrived  at  the  rendezvous 
with  dispatches  from  Ouracoa,  as  follows : 

Maria  Teresa  and  Vizcaya  in  harbor  coaling,  arrived  Saturday ;  Oquendo,  Cristoial 
Colon,  Terror,  and  Pluton  outside ;  only  two  admitted  at  time.  Short  of  coal  and  pro- 
visions ;  dirty  bottom. 

and  from  Gape  Haitien : 

Inform  Admiral  Sampson  Spanish  squadron  will  leave  6  post-meridian ;  destination 
unknown. 

and  from  the  Department : 

Five  vessels,  supposed  to  be  men-of-war,  observed  off  Fort'de  France,  Martinique, 
May  14,  afternoon. 

Spauish  fleet  from  Cape  de  Verde  off  Curacoa  on  May  14.  Vizcaya  and  Maria 
Teresa  entered  into  port  as  reported,  and  to  leave  Curacoa  on  May  15.  Department 
heard  from  London,  10th  instaut,  colliers  would  probably  meet  them  north  coast  of 
Venezuela.     Flying  Squadron  sailed  May  13  for  Key  West. 

I  at  once  telegraphed  Commodore  Remey,  Key  West,  sending  the 
Porter  into  Cape  Haitien  for  this  purpose : 

Inform  at  once  vessels  blockading,at  Cienfuegos  the  Spanish  fleet  may  appear  at 
any  time  on  south  coast  of  Cuba, 

and  to  the  Department : 

Auxiliary  cruisers  are  ordered  to  cruise  as  follows :  Yale  to  assist  St,  Paul  between 
Morant  Point,  .Jamaica,  Nicholas  Mole,  and  Cuba;  Harvard,  Mona  Passage  and  on 
north  side  of  Porto  Eico  Island ;  St.  Louis,  cutting  cables  at  Santiago  and  at  Guan- 
tanamo, Cuba,  then  at  Porto  Rico,  thence  to  St.  Thomas  about  May  19,  to  await 
orders.  United  States  squadron  proceeding  at  best  speed,  7  knots,  to  Key  West,  and 
wiU  arrive  early  May  19.     Solace  and  Supply  joined  squadxon. 

to  the  commanding  offtcer  Harvard: 

Pour  Spanish  cruisers,  two  torpedo-boat  destroyers  now  at  Curacoa ;  to  leave  6  p.  m. 
May  15.  Probably  small  supply  of  coal.  Destination  unknown;  probably  Santiago 
de  Cnba  or  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  St.  Louis  will  destroy  cables  at  Santiago,  Guan- 
tanamo, May  16;  then  Ponce,  Porto  Rico;  arrive  St.  Thomas  about  May  19.  Cruise 
as  follows;  Tale  to  assist  St.  Paul  between  Morant  Point,  Jamaica,  Nicholas  Mole, 
and  Cuba;  Harvard,  Mona  Passage  and  north  side  of  Porto  Rico;  St.  Louis  to 
await  orders  at  St.  Thomas. 

The  Montgomery,  which  on  the  12th  had  been  sent  to  St.  Thomas  to 
obtain  news,  rejoined  the  flagship,  and  with  her  later  rejoined  the  squad- 
ron, which  had  been  standing  westward,  and  whose  speed  had  been  but 
8  knots,  on  account  of  the  necessity  of  towing  the  monitors. 
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May  17. — At  11.30  a.  m.  May  17,  being  then  in  the  Bahama  Channel, 
the  flagship  left  the  squadron  and  proceeded  with  aU  speed  to  Key 
West,  instructions  being  left  with  the  senior  officer  (coTnmanding 
ofQcer  of  the  Iowa)  to  follow  with  the  squadron  at  best  speed  possible. 

At  6  p.  m.  the  Dupont,  from  Key  West,  met  the  flagship  with  the 
following  copy  of  a  dispatch  to  him  from  the  Department: 

Naval  force  on  North  Atlantic  Station  is  due  May  17, 1898,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lobas 
Cay.  Send  immediately  your  fastest  vessel  to  inform  him  that  Department  has  just 
heard  that  Spanish  fleet  have  munitions  of  war  essential  to  the  defense  of  Havana, 
and  the  order  of  the  Spanish  fleet  is  imperative  to  reach  Havana,  Cuba,  Cienfuegos, 
or  a  railroad  port  connected  with  Havana,  at  all  hazards,  and  as  Cienfuegos  appears 
to  be  the  only  port  fulfilling  the  conditions,  Schley,  with  the  Brooklyn,  Maasaohu- 
aetta,  and  Texas,  to  arrive  Key  West  morning  of  the  18th,  will  be  sent  to  Cienfuegos 
as  soon  as  possible,  so  Admiral  Sampson  take  or  send  his  most  suitable  armored  ship 
(one)  to  j  oin  Schley,  and  hurry  with  remainder  of  his  heavy  ships  to  Havana  blockade. 
Acknowledge  this  by  telegraph,  reporting  action  taken. 

Commodore  Eemey  inclosed  to  me  the  following  copies  of  telegrams: 

Washington,  May  16. 
Previous  plans  for  the  St.  Pawl  are  changed,  and  she  must  coal  immediately  and 
proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Venezuela  Gulf,  South  America,  where  it  is 
considered  the  Spanish  fleet  from  Cape  Verde  Islands  will  coal.  He  must  find  and 
keep  in  communication  with  enemy,  exercising  the  utmost  care  to  avoid  being  cap- 
tured. More  vessels  will  be  sent  to  join  her,  probably  Harvard.  Key  West  and  the 
Department  must  be  kept  advised  of  important  movement  and  plans  of  enemy. 

Washington,  May  14. 
On  account  of  the  presence  of  Spanish  fleet  near  Curacoa,  send  with  all  possible 
dispatch  swift  vessel  to  direct  all  excepting  smallest  blockading  vessel  off  Cien- 
fuegos to  return  to  Key  West.     Warn  the  blockading  vessels  off  north  coast  of 
Cuba,  but  do  not  remove  any  of  them. 

Washington,  May  14. 
Spanish  fleet,  with  torpedo  boats,  reported  sighted  off  Curajao  morning  14th  May. 
Are  probably  fleet  which  was  at  Martinique  on  May  12.  Keep  a  close  lookout  for 
Yucatan  Channel,  as  the  enemy  may  round  Cape  San  Antonio  or  enter  Gulf  Mexico. 
Keep  very  efficient  dispatch  service  to  these  lookout  ships.  St.  Paul  will  probably 
join  you  early  morning  17th  May.    Enemy  may  appear  at  point  on  south  side  of  Cuba. 

May  18: 

Washington,  May  17. 

Armored  vessels  and  monitors,  the  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station,  and 
Flying  Squadron  must  be  coaled  immediately  upon  arrival  at  Key  West;  also  four 
gunboats  of  the  force  of  the  Marblehead.  Flying  Squadron,  after  being  increased  by 
the  armored  vessels  commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station  cousiders  most  suit- 
able, proceed  with  dispatch  (utmost)  off  Cienfuegos,  accompanied  by  the  smaller 
vessels  above  mentioned  and  such  torpedo  boats,  if  any,  as  the  commander  in  chief 
will  choose  to  send.  The  remainder  of  the  naval  force  on  the  North  Atlantic  Station 
and  the  monitors  will  blockade  Havana  closely,  remembering  the  importance  of 
having  current  in  their  favor.  Sampson  have  choice  the  command  off  Havana  or  at 
Cienfuegos,  Schley  in  either  case  to  remain  with  his  own  squadron.  Commander  in 
chief  is  authorized  to  make  such  changes  of  detail  in  this  plan  as  he  may  think 
proper.  In  general,  the  object  is  to  engage  and  capture  the  enemy  off  Cienfuegos  if 
possible,  or  otherwise  blockade  him  in  that  port. 

Martinique,  May  17. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  May  15,  will  leave  to-morrow.  Detained  on  account  of 
twenty-four  hours'  notice.  Terror  remains  at  Fort  de  France.  Coal  eight  days  15 
knots  an  hour,  eleven  days  12  knots  per  hour. 

Cotton. 

Commodore  Eemey  had  added:  "Hornet  sent  to  Cienfuegos  May  14," 
"  Uncas  sent  to  qorth  coast  2  a.  m.  May  15." 

I  arrived  at  Key  West  about  4  p.  m.  May  18,  and  found  Commodore 
Schley  with  the  BrooMyn,  Massachusetts,  and  Texas,  and  the  St.  Faul 
anchored  in  the  outer  roads, 
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The  following  telegrams  were  received  at  Key  West: 

Order  St.  Paul  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Cape  Haitien  and  there  conninniiicate. 
If  he  meets  Tale  Windward  Passage,  Cuba,  take  Tale  with  him,  but  he  must  not 
delay  in  order  to  find  her.     Further  instructions  at  Cape  Haitien. 

The  St.  Paul  asked  permission  to  proceed  and  carry  out  orders,  which 
was  granted. 
The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Department: 

Send  as  soon  as  possible  one  fast  cruiser  about  2,000  or  3,000  tons  to  keep  close 
lookout  for  Spanish  fleet  o£f  Cienfaegos,  Cuba. 

This  was  answered: 

Have  none  available  larger  than  Caatine. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Department: 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  your  armored  vessels.  Flying  Squadron  was  coaled  and  sent 
off  Havana,  Cuba;  therefore,  you  will  coal  your  ships  and  carry  out  Department's 
telegraphic  orders  of  17th,  addressed  to  Naval  Station,  Key  West,  and  beginning  with 
the  cipher  words  "Bapposcam  Ecumenical."  Leave  a  suitable  defense  for  Key  West 
and  use  utmost  dispatch  to  get  the  force  off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba.  The  Oregon  arrived 
at  Barbados;  all  well- on  board. 

and  the  following  telegram  was  received  for  the  Flying  Squadron, 
through  commandant: 

Proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Havana,  Cuba,  to  support  blockade  until 
arrival  of  naval  force  on  North  Atlantic  Station.  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh  to 
defend  Key  West. 

The  following  was  received  from  Cape  Haitien,  dated  May  17: 

The  following  from  St.  Thomas:  "Will  sail  immediately,  according  to  the  follow- 
ing instructions  from  the  Department:  The  Spanish  fleet  off  Curafao  May  14.  All 
vessels  at  St.  Thomas  proceed  at  once  to  Key  West,  touching  at  Cape  Haitien  to 
communicate  with  the  Department.  Acknowledge  telegram."  The  following  from 
Curaf  ao :  "American  Consul,  Cape  Haitien :  Squadron  left  Sunday  6  p.  m. ;  course, 
west;  small  supply  coal.    Smith,  Consul." 

Livingston,  Consul. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Department: 

Commander  McCalla  to  telegraph  what  force  and  character  of  ships  would,  in  his 
opinion,  be  necessary  for  destroying  the  battery  at  Cienfuegos,  and  what  array 
force  would  be  necessary  to  capture  and  hold  entrance  and  make  it  safe  for  our  ves- 
sels to  lie  inside ;  also  what  practicable  landing  for  troops  in  immediate  vicinity. 

Answer  was  made  that  Commander  McCalla  had  not  arrived;  and  I 
also  telegraphed  the  Department : 

Schley  will  leave  Thursday  morning,  19th,  for  Cienfuegos  with  BrooMyn,  Massa- 
chufetta,  Texas,  and  two  cruisers  and  two  torpedo  boats.  Iowa  will  leave  as  soon  as 
coaled. 

The  Iowa  arrived  at  Key  West  about  dark,i  being  overhauled  by  the 
Porter,  from  Cape  Haitien,  with  the  following  telegram,  received  at 
Cape  Haitien,  from  the  Department  to  the  Supply: 

Cruise  between  Caicos  Bank' and  Monte  Chrjsti  until  you  fall  in  with  the  Minne- 
apolis, due  there  16th  or  17th,  and  transmit  to  her  commander  the  following  cipher 
message,  after  which  proceed  to  Key  West,  distributing  supplies  en  route:  "The 
Spanish  sqnadron,  off  Curasao  on  May  15,  is  believed  going  to  Venezuela  Gulf,  South 
America,  to  coal.  Proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  that  vicinity;  get  and  keep  touch 
(Spanish  squadron);  care  must  be  taken  to  avoid  *  *  *  Harvard  and  yS(.  Paul 
have  been  ordered  upon  this  duty.  If  not  able  to  find  enemy,  communicate  by 
telegraph  by  nearest  station." 

May  19. — Coaling  of  all  ships  was  proceeded  with  with  all  dispatch, 
and  about  9  a.  m.  of  the  X9th  Commodore  Schley  sailed  with  the  Brook- 
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Zyn,  Texas,  and  Massachusetts,  and  Scorpion  for  Cienfuegos,  witli  instruc- 
tions, as  follows 

No.  5.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  19,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  Bend  you  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  last  night  from  Secretary  Long  con- 
cerning a  vessel  wbich  was  to  sail  on  the  15th  and  carrying  a  large  amount  of  specie, 
and  is  supposed  to  be  going  to  land  it  at  Trinidad  or  to  the  east  of  Cienfuegos. 
This  may  be  a  blind,  however,  and  the  vessel  may  be  bound  for  Cienfuegos,  or  even 
Havana. 

The  two  cruisers  will  be  sent  out  to-day,  and  with  the  two  torpedo  boats  following 
them.    As  soon  as  the  Iowa  is  coaled  she  will  follow  you. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  you  should  establish  a  blockade  at  Cienfuegos 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  that  it  should  be  maintained  as  close  as  possible. 

Should  the  Spanish  vessels  show  themselves  in  that  vicinity,  and  finding  you  on 
the  lookout,  attempt  to  come  around  the  island,  either  east  or  west,  please  send  me 
notice  by  the  best  vessel  you  have  for  that  purpose  as  to  their  direction,  that  I  may 
be  prepared  for  them  at  Havana. 

I  will  try  and  increase  the  number  of  light  vessels  at  your  disposal,  in  order  that 
you  may  have  them  to  send  with  messages  to  me  in  case  you  desire  to  do  so. 

After  I  have  the  situation  more  in  hand  I  will  write  you  and  give  you  any 
information  that  suggests  itself. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T,  Sampson, 

Bear- Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
Commanding  Officer, 

Flying  Squadron. 

The  Uagle  and  Marblehead,  from  Cienfuegos,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
squadron  from  San  Juan,  the  Terror,  Montgomery,  Amphitrite,  Indiana, 
and  collier  Niagara,  arrived. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Department: 

•  *  *  Cape  Haitian  says  that  telegram  from  Port  i,  Paix,  Haiti,  on  May  17, 
reports  two  Spanish  ships  cruising  off  Mole  every  night  two  weeks.  »  »  »  Keport 
confideiltially  (the)  Spanish  (man)  men-of-war  (plural)  see(n)  May  17,  apparently 
heading  for  West  Indies,  French. 

The  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh,  on  reporting  ready,  were  ordered  to 
proceed  at  once  to  the  blockade  off  Havana. 

The  Niagara  was  ordered  to  discharge  and  proceed  to  Hampton  Eoads. 

The  loica  and  collier  Merrimac  were  ordered  to  Cienfuegos,  though  the 
Iowa  had  not  yet  taken  her  full  supply  of  coal. 

The  following  memorandum,  by  Commander  McCalla,  at  Cienfuegos, 
was  sent  to  Commodore  Schley: 

A  good  landing  place  for  troops  has  been  found  13^  miles  west  of  Savanilla  Point. 
The  Spanish  force  about  Cienfuegos  is  reported,  on  good  authority,  to  be  between 
4,000  and  5,000  men.  The  Cubans  need  arms  for  2,000  men,  and  ammunition  for 
the  whole  number.  I  was  informed  that  the  Cubans  had  perfect  knowledge  of 
what  was  going  on  within  Cienfuegos,  and  that  a  force  of  our  men  could  be  taken 
into  Cienfuegos  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Spanish  force  within  that  city.  About 
1,500  men  are  said  to  be  kept  within  the  vicinity  of  the  oastle.  The  only  battery 
which  fired  on  the  ships  at  all  was  made  of  the  old  guns  in  the  oastle.  Thev  have 
modern  6  and  8  inch,  I  am  told,  but  not  aioun-ted  five  days  ago.  An  emplacement  for 
guns  is  being  built  on  the  hill  above  the  castle.  A  line  passing  through  the  new 
emplacement  and  the  oastle  leads  down  the  middle  of  the  river  to  the  sea.  There 
was  working  a  force  of  men  on  the  ground  immediately  below  the  castle,  and  I  was 
told  a  new  water  battery  was  being  erected  there.  It  is  possible  thnt  since  the 
attempt  to  cut  the  cables  a  masked  battery  of  small  caliber  is  being  erected  on  Colo- 
rados  Point.  The  insurgents  want  dynamite  to  destroy  the  railway.  I  asked  them 
to  devote  their  efforts  to  cutting  telegraph  communication  between  Havana  and 
Cienfuegos.  They  report  the  inland  wires  are  repaired  as  fast  as  destroyed  while 
the  railroad  is  intact.  The  Cuban  forces  in  the  San  Juan  Mountains  control  the 
railway  between  Cienfuegos  and  Trinidad,  so  provisions  can  not  be  sent  between 
these  places.  I  have  Spanish  charts  of  Cienfuegos  and  vicinity.  Troops  must  be 
prepared  for  rain  every  (lay.  No  resources  in  the  country;  all  destroyed.  Fairroad 
from  la  ndlng  point  to  Cienfuegos. 
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May  30. — The  Iowa  got  under  way  at  11.20  May  20,  and  with  the 
Gastine  and  Merrimac  sailed  for  Cienfuegos. 

The  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh  sailed  for  Havana. 

I  informed  Commodore  Eemey  of  my  intention,  and  requested  him 
to  expedite  as  much  as  possible  the  sailing  of  the  ships  at  the  Key 
West  station. 

I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secretary: 

Urgently  request  Department  to  send  me  without  delay  Neio  Orleans.  The  small 
auxiliaries  can  blockade  in  the  absence  of  enemy — are  useless  for  repelling  attacks 
of  armored  cruisers ;  for  difficult  task  of  holding  both  sides  of  Cuba  against  Spanish 
sqnadron  you  should  put  at  my  disposal  all  your  fighting  force. 

and  received  the  following: 

Send  some  light  ships  to  blockade  Cienfuegos;  if  necessary,  the  Department 
advises  a  couple  fast  unarmored  cruisers  to  he  sent  to  join  Schley,  going  east  on 
north  side  of  Cuba  to  help  against  torpedo  destroyers. 

Ou  the  night  of  May  20  I  sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Depart- 
ment: 

Replying  to  Department's  telegram  of  the  20th,  after  duly  considering  the  infor- 
mation therein  contained,  I  have  decided  to  follow  the  plan  already  adopted  to  hold 
position  Cienfuegos,  witli  Brooklyn,'  Massachusetts,  Texas,  and  the  Iowa,  Marblehead, 
CasUne,  and.  Dupont.  and  two  auxiliary.  Ihere  remain  Neio  York,  Indiana  and  moni- 
tors for  Havana.  The  latter  very  inefficient  ■  and  should  not  be  sent  from  base. 
Have  directed  Schley  to  communicate  with  auxiliaries  at  Santiago  and  direct  one  of 
them  to  report  to  Department  from  Mole  or  Cape  Haitien.  Then  to  return  to  San- 
tiago and  further  report  at  Cienfuegos  or  Havana,  as  he  thinks  best.  Plan  may  be 
changed  when  it  becomes  certain  that  Spanish  ships  are  at  Santiago. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  from  the  Department: 

The  report  of  the  Spanish  fleet  being  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  might  very  well  be 
correct ;  so  the  Department  strongly  advises  that  you  send  immediately,  by  the  Iowa, 
to  Schley  to  proceed  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  his  whole  command,  leaving  one 
small  vessel  off  Cienfuegos.  And  meanwhile  the  Department  will  send  the  Minneap- 
olis, now  at  St.  Thomas.  Auxiliary  No.  461  proceed  at  once  off  Santiago  to  join 
Schley,  who  should  keep  up  communication  via  Mole,  Haiti,  or  Cape  Haitien,  Haiti. 
If  the  loiva  has  gone,  send  order  to  Schley  by  the  fastest  dispatch  vessel. 

and  also : 

Army  expect  to  have  within  a  few  days  about  thirty  transport  steamers  at  Tampa, 
Fla. ;  please  take  such  means  as  you  think  proper  for  guarding  them. 

The  following  letter  was  written  to  Commodore  Eemey : 

No.  4.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Rate, 

Eey  West,  Fla.,  May  SO,  1898. 

My  Dbak  Commodore  :  I  feel  that  I  must  take  my  station  on  the  Cuban  blockade 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  will  therefore  leave  here  for  Havana  sometime  during  the 
evening. 

I  desire  that  all  the  vessels  that  can  be  spared  for  the  purpose  be  sent  to  me  at 
Havana  as  fast  as  repairing  can  be  completed.  After  looking  into  the  matter  I  find 
that  the  monitors  Terror  and  Amphitrite  will  require  several  days  to  put  their 
machinery  in  a  serviceable  condition.  Will  you  therefore  hasten  the  repairs  on  the 
Amphitrite,  and  send  her  to  me  as  soon  as  completed. 

I  believe  that  the  Department  wishes  some  vessels  to  be  retained  here  for  the  pro- 
tection of  Key  West.  You  can  use  the  Terror  for  that  purpose  while  she  is  under 
repairs. 

I  have  directed  the  Niagarato  discharge  the  coal  which  she  still  has  ou  board  after 
coaling  ihe  Indiana,  and  to  proceed  north  to  Lamberts  Point  for  another  cargo. 

The  Duponthas  been  sent  to  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  with  copies  of  recent  dispatches 
from  the  Department  regarding  the  movements  of  the  Spanish  ships,  and  she  has  been 
directed  to  remain  under  Commodore  Schley's  command,  unless  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  send  her  back  with  information.  The  loioa  has  also  been  sent  to  Commodore 
Schley. 

I  have  given  direction  that  the  Marblehead  and  the  ^ajr^e  shall  sail  to-night  for  the 
same  direction.  The  Merrimac  and  the  Castine  sailed  in  company  this  morning,  also 
to  join  the  squadron  under  Commodore  Schley. 
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I  shall  myself  take  station  at  Havana  on  board  the  flagship  Is  tw  York.    If  yon  have 
occasion  to  communicate  with  me,  I  shall  probably  be  found  [at]  that  point. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bea7'-Adniiral,  eta. 
Commodore  Gko.  C.  Remey,  U.  S.  N., 

U.  S.  S.  Suwanee,  Key  West,  Fla. 

May  21. — On  the  21st  the  following  instructions  were  written  for  Com- 
modore Schley,  and  sent  them  at  3  a.  m.  to  the  Marblehead  to  be  deliv- 
ered with  all  dispatch. 

No.  8.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  May  B  1898. 
Sir  :  Spanish  squadron  probably  at  Santiago  de  Cuba— 4  ships  and  3  torpedo  boat 
destroyers.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  they  are  not  at  Cienfuegos,  proceed  with  all  dis- 
patch, but  cautiously,  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  if  the  enemy  is  there  blockade  him 
in  port.  You  will  probably  find  it  necessary  to  establish  communication  with  some 
of  the  inhabitants — fishermen  or  others — to  learn  definitely  that  the  ships  are  in  port, 
it  being  impossible  to  see  into  it  from  the  outside. 

When  the  instructions  sent  by  the  Iowa  and  Dupont  (duplicates)  were  written,  I 
supposed  that  two  fast  scouts  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Jamaica,  but  1  have  since 
learned  that  they  have  been  ordered  by  the  Department  to  get  tou.ch  with  the  Span- 
ish fleet  on  the  north  coast  of  Venezuela.  I  have  .just  telegraphed  them  to  report  for 
orders  at  Nicholas  Mole. 
Report  from  Nicholas  Mole. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  etc 
The  Commodore, 

U.  S.  Flying  Squadron. 

The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Tale,  at  Cape  Haitien: 

Spanish  squadron  is  reported  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Flying  Squadron  will  be  at 
Santiago  the  24th.     Cruise  in  Bahama  Channel  and  join  Schley  at  Santiago  May  24. 

and  having  received  a  telegram  from  the  St.  Louis: 

Have  destroyed  one  submarine  cable  to  Jamaica,  although  it  is  possible  both,  under 
the  fire  of  the  battery  at  Santiago.  If  second  cable  is  now  in  working  order  I  shall 
requiredeep  sea  outfit.  At  Guantanamo,  Thursday,  was  driven  away ;  superior  Span- 
ish force.  I  will  attempt  French  submarine  telegraph  elsewhere,  then  proceed  to 
Ponce,  Porto  Rico.  Request  orders  at  St.  Thomas  proceed  to  New  York  for  coal  and 
stores. 

answered  it: 

Proceed,  selecting  whichever  point  will  give  greatest  dispatch.     Report  here. 

I  arrived  with  the  flagship  off  Havana  at  11  a.  m.  on  the  21st;  found 
there  Commodore  Watson  and  his  broad  pennant  in  the  Dolphin,  the 
Indiana,  which  had  left  Key  West  the  night  previous,  the  Puritan, 
Vickshurg,  Mayflower,  and  three  other  of  the  blockading  ships. 

Feeling  much  concern  as  to  the  early  delivery  of  the  orders  (No.  8)  to 
Commodore  Schley  of  the  Flying  Squadron,  by  the  Marblehead,  I  ordered 
the  Hawk  to  carry  a  duplicate  of  these  orders,  with  an  additional  memo- 
randum, as  follows : 

[Memorandum.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Havana,  May  Bl,  1S98. 

It  is  thought  that  the  inclosed  instructions  will  reach  you  by  2  o'clock  a.  m.  May 
23.  This  will  enable  yon  to  leave  before  daylight  (regarded  very  important),  so  that 
your  direction  may  not  be  noticed,  and  be  at  Santiago  a.  m.  May  24. 

It  i.s  thought  that  the  Spanish  squadron  would  probably  be  still  at  Santiago,  as 
they  must  have  some  repairs  to  make  and  coal  to  take. 

The  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis  have  been  telegraphed  to  scout  off  Santiago,  and  if 
the  Spanish  squadron  goes  westward,  one  ia  to  keep  touch  and  one  is  to  go  west  and 
attempt  to  meet  you;  if  the  Spanish  squadron  goes  east,  one  will  keep  in  touch  and 
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the  other  go  into  Nicholas  Mole  to  telegraph  me  at  Key  West.  I  shall  be  oif  Cay 
Francos,  200  miles  east  of  Havana.  If  you  arrive  oflf  Santiago,  and  no  scont  meets 
you,  send  a  vessel  to  call  at  Nicholas  Mole  and  set  information  to  be  left  there  by 
scout  as  to  direction  taken  by  Spanish  in  case  they  may  have  left  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  YaU  has  been  ordered  to  cruise  in  the  Bahama  Channel  until  May  24.  It  is 
thought  possible  that  the  Spanish,  hearing  of  your  departure  from  Cienfuegos,  may 
attempt  to  go  there. 

If  this  word  does  not  reach  you  before  daylight,  it  is  suggested  to  mask  your  real 
direction  as  much  as  possible.  Follow  the  Spanish  squadron,  whichever  direction 
they  take. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  V.  S.  N.,  etc. 

The  Commodore,  Flying  Squadron. 

and  also  the  following : 

Instructions  were  sent  to  the  aS(.  Paul  and  MinneapoUa,  at  Nicholas  Mole,  to  scout  off 
Santiago,  and  if  the  Spanish  squadron  moves  west  the  scouts  to  communicate  with 
Schley,  who  is  expected  at  Santiago  from  Cienfuegos  May  24.  If  the  Spanish  go  east 
the  scouts  are  to  telegraph  the  Admiral  at  Key  West  from  Nicholas  Mole  aud  leave  a 
letter  for  Schley,  then  go  oft'  Santiago  to  meet  him.  The  Admiral  will  go  with  the 
squadron  to  Cay  Frances.  Should  two  scouts  be  available,  one  is  to  keep  touch  with 
the  Spanish  squadron. 

The  orders  for  the  Hawh  were  as  follows : 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Havana,  May  21,  1898. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  dispatch  with  the  accompanying  orders, 
which  are  to  be  delivered  to  Commodore  Schley,  off  Cienfuegos,  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble moment.     When  this  duty  shall  have  been  completed  return  to  your  station  off 
Havana. 

In  case  you  meet  with  the  Vesuvius  in  going,  and  she  can  make  better  speed  than 
ynurself,  transfer  the  papers  to  her,  with  this  memorandum,  with  the  direction  that, 
after  delivery,  she  is  to  return  and  report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  off  Havana. 

In  case  you  fall  in  with  the  Vesuvius,  either  coming  or  going,  an  order  to  report  off 
Havana  is  to  be  given  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Commanding  Officer,  Bear-Admiral,  etc. 

U.  S.  S.  HawTc. 

During  the  night  the  Hagship  signaled  the  following  vessels :  Indiana, 
Newport,  VicJcsburg,  Mayflower,  MaoMas,  Rodger s,  Foote,  and  Montgomery, 
as  they  were  picked  up  on  the  blockade. 

Join  flagship  at  early  daylight  to-morrow  at  a  point  10  miles  northeast  of  Morro. 
Prepare  to  proceed  200  miles  to  the  eastward  to  a  point  northeast  of  Cay  Frances. 

The  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh  were  directed  to  go  in  advance  of  the 
squadron,  and  left  about  midnight. 

May  23. — On  May  22  the  following  telegrams  were  received  by  the 
dispatch  boat : 

Washington,  May  21. 
Telegraph  details  of  coal  supply  taken  by  Schley  with  his  vessels.  The  Depart- 
ment has  ordered  four  auxiliaries,  cruisers,  and  the  Minneapolis  off  Santiago  de  Cuba 
to  keep  informed  of  movements  of  Spanish  fleet.  The  Department  also  suggests  for 
consideration  possible  advantages  lee  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  as  a  coaling  station,  and  that 
in  case  Cervera  has  landed  stores  for  Blanco,  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  would  be  critical  point 
for  coasters  carrying  them  to  the  west.  Orders  are  being  sent  placing  Schley  under 
your  command  while  in  the  West  Indies. 

Commodore  Kemey  had  replied  to  the  above  that  the  Iowa  left  yes- 
terday with  collier  Merrimac  4,500  tons  for  Flying  Squadron.  I  also 
received  word  from  him  that  the  New  Orleans  had  arrived  at  Key  West 
6.30  p.  m.  May  21,  needs  200  tons  of  coal,  and  water,  and  that  the  Viz- 
caya,  Oquendo,  Maria  Teresa,  Colon,oiie  destroyer, and  transport  jii/bnso 
XIII  were  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  this  morning. 
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May  21. — The  following  telegram  was  received  from  Washington : 

Washington,  May  SI. 
The  following  telegram  of  May  21  has  heen  received  from  St.  Thomas,  West  Indies : 
"  Eeliably  informed  that  Spanish  fleet  is  expected  to  arrive  at  San  Juan,  Porto 

Eico,  too,  soon.    Preparations  for  coaling;   supply  food  is  very  important  before 

attacking ;  the  American  coal  is  declared. 

"FONNA." 

Schley  should  have  this  information.  If  he  finds  that  the  Spanish  fleet  has  left  San- 
tiago, he  should  follow.  Eeport  is  current  to  the  eflect  that  the  Spanish  destroyer  (s) 
are  not  at  Santiago. 

May  23. — In  the  morning  watch  of  the  23d  of  May  the  captains  of  all 
the  ships  present  came  on  board  to  receive  their  instructions  and  a  copy 
of  order  of  cruising,  first  order  of  battle  and  second  order  of  battle,  and 
order  of  battle,  of  which  the  following  are  copies: 


OBDBE  OF   CRUISING. 


0 

13 
1,600  yards 


Wasp. 


Montgomery    ( )     1,200  yards. 
( )    800  yards.     10  Newport. 
9 

Foote.     ( ) 
14 


0     1,200  yards. 
1  New  York. 

( )     Kodgers. 
15 


() 


New  Orleans. 
800  yards.  ( ) 
Detroit.         5 


() 

11  Mayflower. 


0 

2  Indiana. 


() 

7  Machias. 


0 

12  Vicksburg, 


0 

3  Puritan. 

0 

4  Miantonomoh. 


() 
8  Wilmington. 


riEST  ORDER  OF   BATTLE. 


Interval — 400  yards. 
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New  York. 

2 

Indiana. 

3 
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4 

Miantonomoh. 
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New  Orleans. 
0    Foote.     14 
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Detroit. 
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0 
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0 
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() 
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() 

Newport. 
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0 
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12 

0 

Vicksburg. 

13 

0 

Wasp. 

15 


U.  S.  Fi-AGSHip  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Eavana,  Cuba,  May  ZS,  1898. 
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SECOND   ORDER   OF  BATTLE. 


f  /  «  ^,  *  (  ^  \  • 
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1 

1 
«2 

1 
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•  4 
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«« 
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7|    Machias. 
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9  1    Montgomery. 
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11^    Mayflower. 

1 
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Indiana. 

Miantonomah.. 

Detroit. 

Wilmindton. 

Newport. 

VicHsburd. 


In  case  the  Spanish  ships  are  found  to  be  approaching  in  line,  signal  will  be  made 
to  fovm  double  column,  which  will  be  done  by  the  even-numbered  ships  obliquing  to 
the  left  until  the  interval  between  columns  is  sufficient  to  allow  the  columns  to  pass 
through  the  second  and  third  intervals  between  the  Spanish  ships,  counting  from 
the  left  of  their  line. 

After  the  heads  of  columns  have  passed  through  the  Spanish  line  they  will  turn 
as  follows :  The  head  of  the  starboard  column  will  turn  with  the  port  helm ;  the 
head  of  the  port  column  will  turn  with  the  starboard  helm ;  e»ch  column  will  thus 
double  on  the  Spanish  sliips. 

This  is  indicated  in  the  diagram  when  five  Spanish  ships  are  shown. 

N.  B. — The  following  signals  will  be  provisionally  employed: 

Signal :  Order  of  cruising. 

Signal :  First  order  of  battle. 

Signal :  Second  order  of  battle. 

As  prescribed. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear- Admiral,  TJ.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  CMef  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

order  of  battle. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Havana,  Cuba,  May  SS,  1898. 

It  is  possible  that  the  vessels  of  this  squadron  now  oflf  Havana  will  meet  the 
Spanish  ships,  consisting  of  the  Crisiohal  Colon,  Vizcaya,  Oquendo,  Maria  Teresa,  and 
one  torpedo-boat  destroyer.  These  vessels  are  supposed  to  be  now  in  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  where  they  are  taking  coal  and  provisions.  The  squadron  of  Commodore 
Schley  will  probably  leave  Cienfuegos  to-morrow  morning,  bound  east,  in  pursuit 
of  the  Spanish  ships,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  they  will  leave  Santiago  de  Cuba  on 
the  same  day  that  Commodore  Schley  leaves  Cienfuegos  or  reach  Havana  by  the 
north  coast  of  Cuba,  in  which  case  the  blockading  squadron  off  Havana  wiU  attempt 
to  intercept  them  by  going  east  about  200  miles  beyond  the  junction  of  Santareu 
and  Nicholas  channels.  It  appears  to  be  possible  that  if  these  ships  come  toward 
Havana  from  that  direction  they  can  be  intercepted  and  brought  to  action. 

The  order  of  battle  will  be  as  follows,  subject  to  such  modifications  as  may  appear 
advantageous  at  the  time : 

Owing  to  the  superior  speed  of  the  Spanish  vessels,  I  have  decided  to  form  the 
ships  in  one  column,  heading  to  the  eastward,  on  the  assumption  that  the  enemy 
will  be  proceeding  to  the  westward  in  column.  The  New  York,  Indiana,  Puritan, 
and  Miantonomoh,  will  be  the  four  leading  vessels.  These  will  be  followed  by  the 
cruisers  of  the  blockading  squadron,  the  idea  being  that  the  heavy  ships  should  first 
meet  the  enemy  and  the  fire  of  the  cruisers  be  brought  into  play  after  the  damage 
inflicted  by  the  larg^  ships. 

The  armored  ships,  after  passing  the  rear  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  will  turn  in 
succession  by  using  the  starboard  or  port  helm,  as  the  case  may  require,  turning 
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toward  the  enemy.  It  is  believed  that  the  Are  of  the  cruisers,  following  that  of  the 
armored  ships,  will  so  embarrass  the  Spanish  vessels  that  the  armored  vessels  can 
turn,  as  before  stated,  and  double  on  the  enemy's  rear. 

The  ships  designated  will  assemble  12  miles  northeast  of  the  Morro  at  early  day- 
light Monday, the  23d  instant;  thence  they  will  proceed  in  three  columns  to  the 
eastward  in  the  order  of  cruising  designated.     (See  Plan  I,  first  order  of  cruising.) 

The  New  Orleans  will  act  as  scout  on  the  starboard  hand,  the  Montgomery  on  the 
port,  the  Wasp  ahead. 

When  the  enemy  heaves  in  sight,  the  vessels  will  proceed  to  the  eastward  to  meet 
them.     While  bo  doing  they  will  be  formed  in  column.     (First  order  of  battle.) 

The  attention  of  commanding  officers  is  called  to  the  necessity  of  stopping  these 
vessels. 

In  the  first  order  of  battle  the  two  torpedo  boats  will  take  station  on  the  oflfsida 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Detroit,  and,  if  there  be  a  third,  it  will  take  its  place  on  the 
offside  of  the  Machias.  They  will  take  advantage  of  any  opportunity  to  torpedo  an 
enemy's  ship. 

While  the  Vizcaya,  Maria  Teresa,  and  Oquendo  have  strong  protection  on  barbettes 
and  water  line,  they  have  no  protection  elsewhere,  and  are  vulnerable  to  even 
6-pounder8.  Fire  should  be  concentrated  on  the  center  part  of  these  ships  just 
above  water  line.  In  case  of  Cristobal  Colon,  her  belt  and  barbette  armor  is  inferior 
to  that  of  the  other  ships,  but  her  protection  elsewhere  extends  over  a  larger  area. 
None  of  this  armor  is  face-hardened. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear- Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief. 

May  23. — At  8  a.  m.  on  the  23d  the  squadron  started  to  the  eastward 
at  low  speed,  the  vessels  in  the  formation  being  as  follows :  Hew  York, 
Indiana,  Newport,  Viclcshurg,  Mayfloiver,  Machias,  Rodgers,  and  Foote. 
The  object  in  view  was  to  occupy  the  Nicholas  Channel  in  such  manner 
as  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  Spanish  squadron  from  the  east 
toward  Havana,- but  not  to  go  so  far  to  the  eastward  as  to  make  it 
impossible  to  fall  back  to  Havana  in  case  of  their  approach  from  the 
westward  being  signaled.  This  latter  movement  was  thought  possible, 
as  by  a  southerly  course  it  would  have  been  well  within  the  bounds  of 
possibility  for  them  to  pass  to  the  westward  without  its  being  known 
to  Commodore  Schley's  squadron,  which  was  supposed  to  be  on  its  way 
to  Santiago. 

About  5  p.  m.  the  Wew  Orteans  joined  and  was  sent  to  station  off  the 
starboard  beam,  distant  2,000  yards. 

At  night  the  New  Orleans  and  Mayflower  were  sent  ahead  as  scouts. 

I  received  the  following  telegram  from  Washington : 

Washington,  May  22. 
Where  is  St.  Lonist    What  is  [s]he  doingf     A  message  was  sent  from  her  to  Griscom 
through  Mole,  Haiti,  on  May  20.     No  communication  from  commander  of  the  auxil- 
iary to  the  Department. 

Long. 
Commodore  Eemey  had  replied  as  follows: 

Lieutenant  Staunton  says  that  St.  Louis  probably  bound  for  northern  port  to  coal 
Latest  cable  address,  St.  Thomas. 

May  24.— During  May  24  squadron  was  cruising  very  slowly  to  the 
eastward,  covering  the  entrance  to  Santaren  Channel,  and  in  the  fore- 
noon picked  up  the  monitors. 

The  Supply  joined  from  the  eastward,  and  her  captain  gave  the  fol- 
lowing information : 

Saw  Minneapolis  and  Harvard  Sunday  at  noon.  Parted  with  them  about  4  Sig- 
nal, "  Am  I  to  proceed?"  Minneapolis  said  "  Yes."  All  at  once  they  put  their  helm 
to  starboard  and  went  round  west  end  of  Tortuga.  Have  been  cruising  on  a  north 
and  south  line  between  Caicos  and  Monte  Christi.  Was  off  Inagua  (Great)  at  10  p  m 
Sunday.  Passed  Lobos  this  (Tuesday)  morning  at  7.  Sighted  the  light  at  4  am  " 
having  stopped  during  the  night  on  account  of  thick  weather.  '  A  gunboat  came  out 
of  Cay  Eomane,  but  was  lost  in  a  squall  of  rain. 
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About  1  p.  m.  the  Montgomery,  which  had  gone  into  Key  West,  with 
Commodore  Watson  on  board,  to  get  the  latest  information,  returned. 
She  brought  the  following  telegrams: 

Washington,  May  S3. 
Notify  the  Admiral  the  Department  leaves  at  his  discretion  the  question  of  watch- 
ing Yucatan  Channel  and  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

^  Allbn. 

Washington,  May  ZS. 
The  information  of  the  Department  all  goes  to  indicate  that  the  principal  aim  of 
the  Spanish  fleet  and  Government  is  to  introduce  a  supply  of  munitions  of  war  and 
of  food  to  Blanco  by  Havana  and  Cienfuegos.     This  is  for  your  information. 

Allen. 
Washington,  May  S3. 
The  Department  desires  you  to  station  vessels  of  your  squadron  as  you  may  con- 
sider best  for  the  bloctade  of  north  coast  of  Cuba  and  for  watching  Yucatan  Chan- 
nel, if  you  deem  the  latter  necessary.  Information  has  been  received  a  supply  of 
corn  being  shipped  from  Mexico  to  Cuba.  Until  further  instructions  division  under 
Schley  not  to  be  diminished,  as  the  Spanish  division  at  Santiago  must,  if  possible, 
be  prevented  from  escaping. 

Allen. 

Commodore  Watson  also  brought  the  following  memorandum: 

Telegraphic  information, 'believed  to  be  reliable,  received  about  6  o'clocli  or  later 
Monday  evening,  23d  instant,  states  Spanish  fleet  had  not  left  Santiago  at  time  infor- 
mation was  sent. 

and  the  following  was  received  from  the  St.  Louis : 

St.  Thomas,  May  SS. 
Have  out  cables  to  Guantanamo  and  will  proceed  at  once  to  New  York  City. 

The  IF^as^' joined  about  dark. 

[Memorandum  No.  10,  regarding  light  at4night.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  Nkw  York,  1st  Rate, 
At  Sea,  May  S4,  1898. 

Sir  :  While  cruising  off  Cay  Frances  in  expectation  of  meeting  the  enemy,  great 
care  will  be  taken  to  screen  all  lights  and  to  see  that  none  are  accidentally  shown. 
No  night  signals  will  be  made  unless  unavoidable,  and  then  only  by  the  flagship 
and  in  reply  to  her.  No  Very's  lights  will  under  any  circumstances,  except  that  of 
the  discovery  of  the  enemy,  be  made. 

No  running  lights  will  be  used  except  the  red  oil  lantern  over  the  taffrail  screened 
to  show  only  through  four  points,  viz,  two  points  on  each  side  from  right  astern. 

No  whistle  helm  signals  will  be  made;  but  as  the  helm  is  put  over  a  second  red 
light,  screened  like  the  first,  will  be  shown  astern  if  the  ship's  course  is  changed  to 
starboard,  and  a  white  light  if  the  course  be  changed  to  port,  and  will  remain  shown 
until  the  ship  is  steadied  on  her  new  course,  when  it  will  be  withdrawn. 

The  squadron  will  generally  cruise  to  the  eastward  during  the  daytime,  and  to 
the  westward  during  the  night.  It  will  change  direction  by  countermarching. 
Vessels  must  therefore  be  on  the  lookout  for  this  countermarch.  If  in  double 
column  the  flagship  will  show  her  red  truck  light  when  she  countermarches  as  a 
signal  to  the  leader  of  the  second  division.  The  countermarching  will  always  be  to 
the  right. 

The  formation  will  be  column  or  double  column  at  distance  of  400  yards  or  less. 

Commanding  officers  will  enjoin  oflcers  of  the  deck  to  keep  touch  without  fail  of 
the  next  ahead.  They  must  keep  near  enough  to  follow  her  motions  with  or  without 
lights,  and  whether  thick  or  clear. 

Scouts  will  upon  the  discovery  of  the  enemy  fire  two  red  Very's  lights  in  succes- 
sion, and  as  they  fall  back  upon  the  fleet  will  repeat  this  signal  at  intervals  until  it 
is  answered  by  a  single  red  Very  from  the  flagship. 

Should  a  scout  be  captured  slie  will,  before  surrendering,  fire  two  green  Verys  in 
succession. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Jdmiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S. . 
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THIRD   ORDER   OF  BATTLB 

() 
() 

Spanish  (  )  ships. 
() 


<  1,500  yards.  > 


() 


<  1,500  yards.  > 


t 

Montgomery, 

7. 

New  Orleans, 
Detroit, 

8. 
9. 

1 

Cincinnati, 

10. 

p 

Mayiiower, . 

11. 

< 

3,000  yards. 


> 


Provisional  signal  for  third  order  of  battle, . 

Interval  between  columns  for  cruising,  3,000  yards. 

Interval  between  each  column  and  the  enemy,  1,500  yards. 

This  formation  will  also  be  used  as  an  order  of  cruising 
with  the  same  signal. 


1.  New  York. 

2.  Indiana. 

3.  Miantonomoh. 

4.  Puritan. 

5.  Terror. 

6.  Amphitrite. 

12.  Wilmington. 

13.  Maohias. 

14.  Vicksburg. 

15.  Newport. 

16.  Wasp. 


W.  T.  Sampson, 
Sear- Admiral,  Commander  in  Cliief. 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tork,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Cay  Frances,  Cuba,  May  U,  1898. 

May  25. — During  the  night  of  May  24  the  squadron  cruised  slowly  to 
the  eastward  in  the  above-mentioned  order,  countermarching  at  4  a.  m. 

The  Vesuvius  and  Cincinnati  joined  at  daylight,  and  at  noon  the 
Panther  arrived,  towing  the  Amphitrite. 

In  the  forenoon  the  Vesuvius  was  sent  back  to  Key  West  for 
dispatches. 

The  collier  Stirling  arrived. 

The  following  instructions  were  given  at  noon  to  the  New  Orleans: 

Go  50  miles  eastward  of  this  point.  Scout  in  that  vicinity,  leaving  there  in  time  to 
be  off  Matanzas  at  10  a.  m.  to-morrow.  If  squadron  not  arrived  await  us  15  miles 
north  of  Matanzas. 

In  the  afternoon  the  Hornet  arrived  with  the  following  dispatches: 

Washington,  May  84. 
Be  prepared  to  convoy  and  guard  about  30,000  United  States  troops  in  about  40 
transports  from  Tampa,  Fla.     You  require  some  armored  vessels  to  attack  batteries 
to  clear  a  landing.     More  details  to-morrow. 

Long. 
and  from  the  commodore  commanding  the  naval  base,  copy  of  Depart- 
ment's telegram,  af  follows: 

Washington,  May  Z4. 
Send  following  to  all  commanding  officers  south  coast  blockade  and  inform  Samp- 
son it  has  been  clone.     If  Spanish  fleet  bringing  ammunition  and  other  munitions  of 
war  for  heavy  guns,  perhai)S  they  will  land  them  at  Santiago  with  the  intention  of 
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coasting  them  close  along  shore  aronnd  Cape  Cruz  and  inside  reef  to  Cienfuegos,  and 
thence  by  rail  to  Havana.  Therefore,  yon  are  recommended  to  blockade  close  to 
the  shore  off  Cape  Cruz  and  to  the  westward,  especially  at  night,  and  stop  the 
transportation. 

Long. 

About  7  p.  m.  the  Hornet  returned  to  Key  West,  bearing  the  follow- 
ing telegram  to  the  Department: 

Schley  ought  to  have  arrived  at  Santiago  May  24.  The  force  at  my  command 
occupied  Bahama  Channel  last  night,  bnt  not  having  any  information  from  Schley, 
and  as  Spanish  squadron  may  have  avoided  him  at  Santiago  and  attempted  to  reach 
Havana  by  Cape  San  Antonio,  I  have  moved  westward  to  provide  against  this  con- 
tingency. I  shall  attempt  to  cover  Havana  from  both  directions.  I  will  be,  Thurs- 
day morning,  May  26,  at  the  west  end  of  Nicholas  Channel,  Cuba,  where  I  expect 
information  from  Schley  via  Key  West.  Movements  are  greatly  hampered  by  moni- 
tors constituting  the  principal  force  under  my  command.  I  can  not  dispatch 
armored  vessels  until  movements  Spanish  squadron  thoroughly  known. 

May  26. — The  squadron  stood  slowly  to  the  westward  during  the 
forenoon  of  May  26,  the  monitors  Puritan  and  Miantonomoh  being 
sent  with  the  collier  Stirling  under  Cay  Piedras  to  coal. 

About  11  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Vesuvius  arrived  from  Key  West 
with  the  following  dispatch  from  the  Flying  Squadron: 

Arrived  May  21  off  Cienfuegos,  Cuba.  Standing  in  to-day  (this  morning),  May  22, 
within  4,000  yards  entrance,  found  them  busily  mining ;  can  not  say  whether  Span- 
ish tleet  in  port  or  not;  the  anchorage  not  visible  from  entrance.  lou'a  and  torpedo 
hoat  Dupont  arrived  to-day.  Expect  difBculty  here  will  be  to  coal  from  colliers  in 
the  constant  heavy  swell.  Other  problem  easy  compared  with  this  one,  so  far  from 
the  base. 

Schley. 

From  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Harvard,  Mole  St.  Nicholas : 

MOLK  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti,  May  S5,  I89S. 
Sampson,  Key  West: 

Sent  by  Schley  here  with  official  dispatches.  Left  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  24, 
Yale  and  St,  Paul.  Minneapolis  left  yesterday  for  Cienfuegos  to  report  Schley. 
Yale  reconnoitered  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  21st  May.  He  reports  strongly  forti- 
fied; saw  nothing  in  harbor.  I  have  not  seen  Spanish  fleet;  have  not  ascertained 
anything  respecting  recent  movements  Spanish  fleet.  Proceed  for  coal  to  Key  West 
May  26.  I  have  only  1,250  tons  of  coal.  The  Minneapolis  must  coal  within  the  next 
few  days.  Yale,  early  next  week.  Schley  directs  me  inform  the  Department  Samp- 
son decided  to  have  the  command  of  Schley  stationed  at  Cienfuegos,  and  his  own 
off  Havana.  MinneapoUa  reconnoitered  San  Juan  May  21,.  Spanish  fleet  was  not 
there. 

Cotton. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  Vesuvius  was  sent  to  Key  West  with  the  following 
dispatches  for  the  commanding  ofiQcers  of  the  Yale,  Minneapolis,  and 
St.  Paul: 

Spanish  squadron  is  at  Santiago.  If  Schley  has  not  arrived  there,  go  Cienfuegos 
and  inform  him. 

About  dark  sent  Foots  into  Cay  Piedras  to  coal  and  send  the  moni- 
tors out  at  once  to  take  their  station  in  the  formation. 

At  9.30  p.  m.  of  this  day.  May  26,  the  Dolphin  came  alongside  with 
dispatches,  and  reported  that  Commodore  Schley  had  the  Spanish 
squadron  bottled  up  in  Cienfuegos.  The  reason  for  believing  this  to  be 
the  case  is  contained  in  the  following  letters  from  Commodore  Schley, 
off  Cienfuegos,  May  23: 

M.  43.]  Off  Cienfuegos,  May  SS,  1898. 

Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  No.  8,  I  would  state  that  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied 
that  the  Spanish  squadron  is  not  at  Cienfuegos.  The  large  amount  of  smoke  seen  in 
the  harbor  would  indicate  the  presence  of  a  number  of  vessels,  and  under  such  cir- 
cumstances it  would  seem  to  be  extremely  unwise  to  chase  up  a  probability  at  San- 
tiago de  Cuba  reported  via  Havana,  no  doutt  as  a  ruse. 
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I  shall  therefore  remain  off  this  port  with  this  squadroB,  availing  myself  of  every 
opportunity  for  coaling  and  keeping  it  ready  for  any  emergency. 

Regarding  the  inclosed  information  from  Commander  MoCalla,  I  w  ould  state  that 
I  went  twice  yesterday  close  in  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  the  first  time  about 
2,000  yards,  and  the  second  time  within  about  1,400  yards,  but  saw  no  evidence  of 
any  masked  batteries  near  the  entrance.  Well  up  the  river,  across  their  torpedo- 
niine  fields,  now  laid  across  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  there  is  a  new  battery  con- 
structed, hardly  within  range  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

The  Caatine,  Merrimac,  and  Sawk  arrived  this  morning,  and  I  send  the  Hawk  back 
with  these  dispatches. 

Last  night  I  sent  the  Scorpion  east  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  communicate  with  the 
scouts  oflf  that  port,  with  instructions  if  they  were  not  there  to  return  at  once  to  me 
here,  and  I  expect  her  back  day  after  to-morrow. 

I  am  further  satisfied  that  the  destination  of  the  Spanish  squadron  is  either  Cien- 
fuegosor  Havana.  This  point,  being  in  communication  with  Havana,  would  be  bet- 
ter for  their  purposes  if  it  was  left  exposed,  and  I  think  that  we  ought  to  be  very 
careful  how  we  receive  information  from  Havana,  which  is  no  doubt  sent  out  for  the 
purpose  of  misleading  us. 

The  loica  is  coaling  to-day,  having  reached  this  station  with  only  about  half  of  her 
coal  supply. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  S.  Schlet, 

Commodore,  U.S.N.,  Commander  in  GMef  Flying  Squadron. 

M.  44.]  Off  Cibnfubgos,  May  US,  1898. 

Sib  :  Steamer  Adula,  chartered  by  Consul  Dent,  with  proper  papers  from  United 
States  State  Department  to  carry  neutrals  from  Cienfuegos,  was  stopped  off  this  port 
this  morning.     She  had  no  cargo  and  was  permitted  to  euter. 

She  reports  that  she  left  Santiago  de  Cuba  at  4.30  p.  m.,  May  18,  and  that  night 
she  saw  the  lights  of  seven  vessels  70  miles  to  the  southward  of  Santiago.  Next 
day,  Thursday,  May  19,  at  Kingston,  cable  reported  Spanish  fleet  at  Santiago.  Fri- 
day, May  20,  the  fleet  was  reported  to  have  left  Santiago. 

Now,  on  Saturday,  May  21,  when  about  40  miles  southwest  of  this  port,  I  heard, 
from  the  bridge  of  this  vessel,  firing  of  guns  toward  Cienfnegos,  which  I  inter- 
preted as  a  welcome  to  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  the  news  this  morning  by  the  Adula 
convinces  me  that  the  fleet  is  here. 

Latest  was  bulletin  from  Jamaica,  received  this  morning,  asserts  that  the  fleet  had 
left  Santiiigo.     I  think  I  have  them  here  almost  to  a  certainty. 
Very  resiJectfully, 

W.    S.    SCHLBY, 

Commodore,  U.  S.  N.,  Commander  in  Chief,  eio. 

[Memorandam  from  the  Dolphin,  dated  May  25.] 

The  Sawfc  has  just  reported  from  Cienfuegos  with  dispatches  from  Commodore 
Scliley.  Hood  says  a  good  number  of  oflicers  do  not  believe  the  Spaniards  are  there 
at  all,  although  they  can  only  surmise. 

The  Dolphin  had  received  these  instructions  from  the  Haicli  at  10 
a.  m.  May  25,  and  stood  to  the  eastward  in  search  of  the  admiral,  who 
it  was  believed  was  off  Oay  Frances  Light.  She  had  gone  to  the  east- 
ward until  8.25  a.  m.,  when  she  returned  to  the  westward. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  notes  brought  on  board  the  Dolphin  by 
Lieutenant  Hood,  commanding  the  Hawk: 

Off  Ciknfuegos,  May  Z3,  1898. 

lioarded  British  steamship  Adula,  of  Atlas  Line,  Capt.  \V.  Walker,  bound  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  to  Cienfuegos,  under  orders  of  United  States  Consul  Louis  A 
Dent,  at  Kingston,  to  bring  away  HoHren,  a  seaman  of  the  Niagara,  in  hospital  with 
a  broken  leg,  and  such  other  Americans  and  neutrals  as  wish  to  leave. 

The  original  letter,  dated  May  7,  1898,  in  first  trip  made,  leaving  Cienfuegos  Mav 
10,  1898,  with  327  passengers — 4  Americans  and  323  neutrals. 

This  trip  being  made  under  countersign  of  original  orders,  dated  May  21  bv 
Consul  Dent.  '     •' 

In  original  letter  Lombard,  clerk  in  the  consulate,  was  mentioned,  but  he  had  left 
before  Adula  arrived  at  Cienfuegos. 

Left  Kingston  May  21  and  came  here  direct,  having  seen  nothing  en  route.  On 
last  trip  from  here  stopped  at  Santiago.  While  there  two  American  men-of-war 
came  off  the  port  and  were  bombarded  by  the  forts  from  12  noon  until  1.30  p.  m. 
Could  not  learn  if  these  ships  were  hit.     City  rumor  that  they  had  been  driven  offi 
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When  Adula  left  Santiago  the  same  afternoon  she  saw  nothing  of  the  American 
ships  nor  marks  of  shell  on  the  forts.  She  don't  know  the  ships,  as  they  were  never 
in  sight  from  the  inner  harbor. 

At  midnight  on  the  18th  sighted  the  lights  of  seven  ships  about  70  miles  south 
one-half  west  of  Santiago.  The  next  afternoon,  the  19th,  while  at  Kingston,  it  was 
reported  there  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  arrived  at  Santiago. 

Information :  Santiago  harbor  is  mined  with  21  electric  mines,  to  be  fired  from  a 
small  thatched  house  on  west  side  of  entrance,  well  inside  (about  300  yards)  the 
entrance. 

Know  of  no  contact  mines. 

Harbor  of  Cienfuegos  is  mined.  Electric  mines  were  put  down,  hut  did  not  work, 
so  they  have  been  changed  to  contact  mines.  Don't  know  the  number  or  situation 
of  mines. 

When  last  in  Cienfuegos,  May  10,  1898,  there  were  two  little  gunboats  and  one 
torpedo  gunboat  in  port.  The  former  are  a  little  larger  than  tugs  and  not  very 
formidable.  The  latter  is  the  one  the  Eagle  had  a  fight  with,  hitting  one  of  her 
smoke  pipes.     She  has  two  smoke  pipes,  two  masts,  and  is  painted  lead  color. 

Note. — The  Adula  has  a  pas.senger,  a  British  subject,  P.  H.  Baxter,  who  repre- 
sents the  Atlas  Line  and  is  interpreter. 

May  27. — The  Wasf  was  at  once  sent  to  Cape  San  Antonio  to  Com- 
modore Schley  with  instructions  as  follows : 
No.  1.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

St.  Nicholas  Channel,  May  S7,  1898. 
Sir  :  Proceed  off  Cienfuegos  with  greatest  possible  dispatch  via  Cape  San  Antonio. 
If  you  find  Commodore  Schley  off  that  port  deliver  to  him  the  inclosed  dispatch 
and  return  to  Key  West. 

Return  to  Key  West  at  once  in  case  you  assure  yourself  that  he  is  not  in  that 
vicinity. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Rear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N.,  etc. 
Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Wasp. 
No.  10.]  U.  9.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Si.  Nicholas  Channel,  May  S7,  1898. 
Sir:  Every  report,  and  particularly  daily  confidential  reports,  received  at  Key 
West  from  Havana  state  Spanish  squadron  has  been  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  from  the 
19th  to  the  25th  instant,  inclusive,  the  25th  being  the  date  of  the  last  report  received. 
You  will  please  proceed  with  all  possible  dispatch  to  Santiago  to  blockade  that 
port.  If,  on  arrival  there,  you  receive  positice  information  of  the  Spanish  ships  hav- 
ing left  you  will  follow  them  in  pursuit. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  etc. 
Commodore  Schley. 

The  Dolphin  was  sent  into  Key  West  with  the  following  dispatch  and 
to  coal. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Have  received  information  from  Schlpy  via  Cape  San  Antonio,  Cuba,  dated  May 
23,  stating  he  is  not  satisfied  the  Spanish  squadron  is  not  in  Cienfuegos,  and  statrs 
he  will  remain  off  Cienfuegos,  keeping  squadron  all  ready  for  an  emergency.  He 
reports  the  steamer  Adula  entered  iuto  Cienfuegos  May  23 ;  he  probably  learned  from 
her  as  she  left  if  the  Spanish  squadron  was  in  port.  I  think  that  he  has  probably 
gone  to  Santiago.  To  assure  this  I  sent  the  Wasp  to  Cienfuegos  to-night.  If  he  has 
not  left  this  will  enable  him  to  reach  Santiago  de  Cuba  before  I  could  do  so. 

I  also  wrote  to  Commodore  Eemey  to  hasten  the  departure  of  the 
Oregon,  and  informed  him  that  on  reporting  of  Oregon  in  the  squadron 
I  would  send  monitors  to  Havana  and  Key  West. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  Vesuvius  arrived  from  Key  West  with  dispatches  as 
follows : 

May  26. 

From  Harvard  at  St.  Nicholas  Mole:  The  Department  instructs  me  to  communi- 
cate immediately  with  Schley.     I  leave  immediately. 

Convoy  steamer  Adria  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  direct  senior  officer  at  Santiago  to 
furnish  Captain  Allen,  Signal  Corps,  such  assistance  as  may  be  practicable. 

Long. 

Upon  arrival  of  the  Yankee  send  M'nneapolis  to  Lamberts  Point  for  coal. 

LONa. 
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and  from  the  Commandant  Kaval  Base  copies  of  two  telegrams  from 
Commodore  Schley  to  the  Department,  as  follows  (sent  from  Key  West 
May  26  under  date  of  May  24  from  Commodore  Schley) : 

Coaling  off  CieDfuegos,  Cnba,  is  very  uncertain.  One  colliei*not  sufficient  for  thp 
work  when  it  is  possible  to  coal.  In  great  need  of  two  more  for  this  squadron, 
thoioughly  equipped  with  hoisting  engines,  buckets,  etc.,  for  utmost  dispatch.  The 
Sterling,  not  having  hoisting  engine,  would  not  be  useful.  Recommend  that  she  dis- 
charge cargo  at  Key  West.  I  would  suggest  quality  must  equal  to  best  Pocahontas 
coal  for  this  work.  Every  collier  should  carry  several  thousand  gallons  of  oil,  also 
three  or  four  compressed  bales  as  fenders,  to  prevent  accidents.  I  have  communi- 
cated with  insurgents  to  day  and  have  supplied  ammunition  and  dynamite,  also 
clothing.  Have  ascertained  that  the  Spanish  fleet  is  not  here  and  I  will  move  east- 
ward to-morrow,  communicating  with  you  from  Nicholas  Mole.  On  account  of  short 
coal  supply  in  ships  can  not  blockade  them  if  in  Santiago. 

I  shall  proceed  to-morrow  (25th)  off  Santiago,  being  embarrassed,  however,  by  the 
Texas's  short  coal  supply,  and  her  inability  to  coal  in  the  open  sea.  I  shall  not  be 
able  to  remain  off  that  port  on  account  of  general  short  coal  supply  of  squadron, 
so  will  proceed  to  the  vicinity  of  Nicholas  Mole,  where  the  water  is  smooth  and  I 
can  coal  Texas  and  other  ships  what  may  remain  in  coUier.  Will  communicate  with 
you  from  Nicholas  Mole. 

I  at  once  decided  to  go  to  Key  West,  coal,  and,  if  authorized  by  the 
Department,  proceed  to  Santiago. 

The  liFeio  Orleans  was  given  orders  to  proceed  with  best  dispatch  to 
Santiago  with  collier  Sterling,  with  the  following  orders : 

No.  2.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 

St.  Moholas  Channel,  May  S7,  1898. 
Sik:  You  will  proceed  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  convoy  the  collier  Sterling. 
You  will  communicate  with  Commodore  Schley  and  direct  him  to  remain  on  the 
blockade  of  Santiago  at  all  hazards,  assuming  that  the  Spanish  vessels  are  in  that 
port. 

Tell  him  that  I  desire  that  he  should  use  the  collier  Sterling  to  obstruct  the  channel 
at  its  narrowest  part  leading  into  this  harbor.  Inform  him  that  I  believe  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  practicable  to  steam  this  vessel  into  position  and  drop  all  her 
anchors,  allow  her  to  swing  across  the  channel,  then  sink  her  either  by  opening  the 
valves  or  whatever  means  may  be  best  in  his  judgment. 

Inform  Commodore  Schley  that  the  details  of  this  plan  are  left  to  his  judgment. 
In  the  meantime  he  must  exercise  the  utmost  care  that  none  of  the  vessels  already  in 
the  port  are  allowed  to  escape,  and  say  to  the  Commodore  that  I  have  the  utmost 
confidence  in  his  ability  to  carry  this  plan  to  a  successful  conclusion,  and  earnestly 
wish  him  good  luck. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N.,  Cammander  in  Chief, 

U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  New  Orleans. 

May  28.— I  arrived  at  Key  West  at  2  a.  m.,  May  28,  and  found  the 
Oregon  in  the  harbor  outer  anchorage. 
The  following  telegram  was  sent  in  cipher  to  Commodore  Schley: 

The  New  Orleans  will  meet  you  off  Santiago  May  29  with  important  dispatches. 
The  Spanish  squadron  must  be  blockaded  at  all  hazards.  Immediate  communication 
with  persons  on  shore  must  be  entered  upon.  You  must  be  sure  of  the  Spanish 
squadron  being  in  port.  I  suggest  communicating  with  Spanish  American  Company 
pier  at  Daiquiri  Bay,  at  a  distance  of  15  miles  east  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  One  collier 
for  you  left  yesterday;  shall  send  as  soon  as  possible  another.  If  Spanish  squadron 
has  left  Santiago  immediate  pursuit  must  be  made. 

The  following  was  sent  to  the  Department: 

Referring  to  telegram,  Bisca  orders  to  go  Santiago;  is  satisfied  Spanish  squadron 
was  not  in  port;  were  sent  in  Marlleliead,  and  duplicate,  with  explanatory  memo- 
randum later  on  21st  by  Hawk,  to  make  sure  of  early  arrival;  copies  of  these 
dispatches  are  forwarded  by  mail.  Schley,  not  being  satisfied  that  Spanish  squadron 
was  not  in  port,  did  not  go.  The  Department  has  his  dispatch  dated  May  24,  sent 
through  Remey,  stating  his  intention  of  leaving  May  25.  I  do  not  understand  this 
delay  until  next  day.     Cipher  nresaage  wUl  follow. 
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About  8  a.  m,  I  received  the  following  telegram  from  the  Department: 

If  the  Spanish  division  is  proved  to  be  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Department  to  make  descent  immediately  upon  that  port  with  10,000  men,  United 
States  troops,  landing  8  nautical  miles  east  of  that  port.  You  will  be  expected  to 
convoy  transports,  probably  15  or  20,  going  in  person  and  taking  with  you  the  New 
York  and  Indiana  and  the  Oregon,  and  as  many  smaller  vessels  witli  good  batteries 
as  can  possibly  be  gathered,  to  guard  against  possible  attack  by  Spanish  torpedo 
bout  destroyers,  etc.  The  blockade  off  Havana  will  be  sufficiently  provided  for 
during  the  movement  with  the  monitors  and  some  small  vessels.  After  arrival  ofl" 
Santiago  de  Cuba  every  small  vessel  that  can  be  spared  will  be  returned  to  north 
coast  of  Cuba.  This  early  notice  enables  you  to  prepare  details  at  once  for  imme- 
diate execution  when  order  is  issued.  At  the  request  of  the  War  Department,  and 
by  approval  of  this  Department,  movement  will  be  on  the  north  side  of  Cuba,  and 
Windward  Passage. 

Long. 

The  following  telegram  was  received  by  Commodore  Ee-mey  from 
Department  May  26,  and  answer  thereto  was  sent  same  day: 

Telegram  of  May  24  from  Schley  conveys  no  information.  What  vessel  brought 
it?  What  vessel  took  orders  from  Sampson  to  Schley  on  night  of  May  20,  or  morn- 
ing of  May  21,  directing  him  to  proceed  Santiago  de  Cuba?  Direct  commander  of 
vessel  that  brought  telegram  just  received  to  report  intentions  of  Schley  so  far  as 
known,  stating  definitely  whether  Schley  had  gone  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  or  intended 
to  go  there,  and  when. 

Long. 

and  answered  as  follows : 

Cipher  bicoca  received.  Vessel  referred  to  is  Dupont  in  both  cases.  The  com- 
mander was  not  informed  of  the  intentions  of  Schley.  From  a  letter  of  Schley  of 
May  24  I  am  informed  that  Schley  would  proceed  from  Cienfuegos  to  Santiago  de 
Cuba  on  May  25.  He  would  not  be  able  to  remain  off  that  port,  on  uceouut  of  gen- 
eral short  coal  supply.  Would  proceed  to  vicinity  of  Mole,  Haiti,  to  coal  in  smooth 
water  and  communicate. 

Remky. 

At  4  p,  m.  I  sent  to  the  Navy  Department  the  following  dispatch,  in 
cipher,  beginning  with  the  word  "Eegen water." 

I  received  yesterday.  May  27,  at  2  p.  m.,  a  copy  of  a  dispatch  from  Schley  dated 
May  24  to  Department,  reporting  his  movements.  I  dispatched  immediately  the 
NetD  Orleans  to  convoy  collier  Sterling  through  Bahama  Channel  and  then,  leaving 
collier,  go  with  all  dispatch  to  Santiago  with  orders  to  Schley  to  blockade  Spanish 
squa<lron  at  all  hazards  and  take  every  action  necessary  to  prevent  their  egress. 
ShaU  send  immediately  another  collier.  Have  advised  Schley  to  use  Spanish  Ameri- 
can Company's  property  as  coaling  station.  Notwithstanding  apparent  uncertainty 
of  Schley's  movements,  I  believed  Spanish  squadron  still  in  port,  and  I  came  here 
immediately  to  be  in  better  communication  and  telegraphed  Schley  to  Mole  St. 
Js'icholas  same  orders  conveyed  by  New  Orleans,  hoping  to  reach  him  earlier.  He 
undoubtedly  has  sufficient  coal  aboard  ship  to  still  keep  the  sea  some  time,  as  all 
except  Iowa  left  here  full.  My  orders  to  Schley  by  Nea  Orleans  included  sinking  of 
the  Sterling  collier  across  the  entrance  to  Santiago.  The  channel  is  but  300  feet 
broad,  and  if  this  be  properly  done  the  port  will  be  closed  imtil  steamer  is  raised. 
The  details  of  the  operation  were  left  to  Schley,  with  verbal  explanation,  through 
Captain  Folger,  of  my  own  views.  It  is  for  this  reason  additional  coal  has  been 
sent.  The  importance  of  absolutely  preventing  the  escape  of  the  Spanish  squadron  is 
so  paramount  that  the  promptest  and  most  efficient  use  of  every  means  is  demanded. 

About  midnight  the  following  telegram  was  received  from  the 
Department: 

Sthley  telegraphs  from  Santiago  de  Cuba  he  goes  to  Key  West  with  his  squadron 
for  coal,  though  he  has  4,000  tons  of  coal  with  him  in  a  broken  down  collier.  How 
soon  alter  arrival  of  Schley  at  Key  West  could  you  reach  Santiago  de  Cuba  with  the 
.\eir  York  and  the  Oregon,  the  Indiana  and  some  lighter  ♦  »  *  and  how  long 
could  you  blockade  there  sending  your  vessels  singly  to  coal  from  our  colliers  at 
Gonaives,  Haiti,  Channel,  Mole,  Hayti,  Nipe,  Port,  Cuba,  or  elsewhere?  There  is 
one  collier  en  route  to  Mole  Haiti,  from  Norfolk,  and  another  one  has  been  ordered 
there  from  Key  West,  and  other(sj  will  be  sent  immediately.  Consider  if  you  could 
seize  Guantanamo  and  occupy  as  coaling  station.  Schley  has  not  ascertained  whether 
Spanish  division  is  at  Santiago.    All  information  here  seems  to  show  that  it  is  there. 
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The  Oregon  left  Key  West  for  Havana  blockade.  Commodore  Wat- 
son was  directed  to  send  the  Indiana  into  Key  West  for  coal. 

May  29. — About  3  a.  m.  I  s(,'nt  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy : 

Answering  telegram  Gozais  Endiometer  answering  first  question  three  days.  I  can 
blockade  indefinitely.  Think  that  can  occupy  Guantanamo.  Would  like  to  start  at 
once  with  the  Ne/w  York  and  the  Oregon,  arriving  in  two  days.  Do  not  quite  under- 
stand as  to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  arrival  of  Schley,  hut  would  propose  meet- 
ins  and  turning  back  the  principal  part  of  the  force  under  his  command  if  he  has 
left.  Try  to  hold  him  by  telegraph.  Watson  will  be  in  charge  of  everything  afloat. 
Does  the  Department  approve  proposed  action  f 

About  noon  the  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
l^avy: 

Referring  to  my  telegram  of  this  date,  fifty  cipher  words  Misionar  Jiguilete  1  urge 
immediate  reply  to  my  last  paragraph.  Failure  of  Schley  to  continue  blockade 
must  be  remedied  at  once  if  possible.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  presence  of  Span- 
ish squadron  at  Santiago. 

Eeceived  the  following  telegram  from  Commodore  Schley  (136  cipher 
words  beginning  Abborderei) : 

Collier  now  has  been  repaired  temporarily,  and  able  to  make  6  or  7  knots  per  hour. 
Shall  I  endeavor  to  coal  the  Marblehead  and  the  Texas  in  the  open  sea  and  retain 
position  off  Santiago  until  coal  supply  larger  vessels  has  given  up  *  *  *  know 
what  safe  limit,  shall  go  then  to  Gonaives,  Haiti,  or  coast  near,  or  near  Port  au 
Prince,  Haiti,  to  coal  *  "  *  occurring  yesterday  the  Marblehead  aud  Texas  took 
a  quantity  of  coal  at  a  distance  of  about  25  miles  west  of  Santiago,  which  enables 
me  to  hold  place  until  coal  has  been  reduced  »  »  »  force  me  over  to  Haiti  to 
replenish  »  «  •  collier  well  equipped  to  report  at  Gonaives,  Haiti,  urgently 
needed  to  coal  •  »  »  vessel  when  chance  occurs.  Need  another  auxiliary  for 
picket  duty  and  communication.  I  send  Minneapolis  and  Yale  to  Key  West.  St. 
Paul  off  Santiago  still.  Repairs  of  the  Merrimao  machinery  completed  by  the  Brook- 
lyn. St.  Paul,  May  26,  captured  British  collier  bound  in  with  coal,  evidently  for 
fleet,  collier  having  touched  San  Juan  and  Curajoa. 

and  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  telegram  containing  sub- 
stance of  the  above  telegram. 
The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Telegram  just  received  from  (Gozais  Ecumassiez)  Schleywhows  he  is  to-day  block- 
ading off  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  coal  supply  has  been 
reduced  to  safe  limit  for  large  ships.  Yesterday  Auxiliary  No.  557  captured  collier 
bound  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  cargo  of  coal.  The  Indiana  and  the  Minneapolis  and 
auxiliary  No.  591  will  arrive  at  Key  West  for  coal.  The  Neio  York  is  ready  to  start 
to  Santiago  as  soon  as  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Department. 

The  following  telegram  was  sent  to  Commodore  Schley  to  both  Port 
Antonio,  Jamaica,  and  Mole  St.  Nicholas : 

Congratulate  you  on  success.  Maintain  close  blockade  at  all  hazards  especially  at 
night,  very  little  to  fear  from  torpedo-boat  destroyers.  Coal  in  open  sea  whenever 
conditions  permit.  Send  a  ship  to  examine  Guantanamo  with  view  to  occupying  it 
as  base,  coaling  one  heavy  ship  at  a  time.  Appraise  captured  coal,  use  it  if  desired 
and  afterwards  send  ship  in  as  prize.  ' 

The  following  telegrams  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  were 
received  : 

Your  telegram  May  29  received.  Department  thinks  it  very  desirable  that  St  Paul 
now  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  Yankee  starts  to-day  and  St.  Louis  to-morrow  after- 
noon, both  from  New  York  for  Santiago,  touching  Nicholas  Mole. 

You  carry  out  recommendations  to  go  yourself  with  two  ships  to  Santiago  de 
Cuba.  Act  at  your  discretion  with  the  object  of  blockading  Spanish  division  as 
soon  as  possible.  Goodrich  reports  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  very  weak.  The  seizure  of 
immediately  is  recommended. 

May  50.— At  11  p.  m.  the  New  Yorh  left  Key  West  for  Santiago 
going  first  to  a  point  where  Commodore  Watson  could  be  spoken.    1 
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spoke  the  Montgomery,  Commodore  Watson's  flagship,  at  6.55  a.  m. ; 
he  came  aboard  the  Ifew  York;  instructions  were  given,  leaving  him 
in  command,  and  at  9.07  signal  being  made  to  the  Oregon,  Mayflower, 
and  Farter,  to  form  column  on  the  New  York,  stood  eastward  at  a  speed 
of  1 3  knots. 

At  7  p.  m.  the  St.  Paul  and  Yale  were  met  standing  westward  under 
orders  for  Key  West  for  coal.  I  modified  these  orders,  sending  the 
Yale  to  Hampton  Roads  and  the  St.  Paul  to  New  York. 

Tlie  commanding  ofQcer  of  the  St.  Paul  left  with  me  the  following 
copies  of  despatches : 

[From  Sigsbee  to  Seoretary  of  the  Navy.    Sent  from  St.  Nicholas  Mole,  at  10.30  p.  m.,  on  May  29.] 

Cipliers  here  read  by  me.  Find  in  them  no  reason  to  prevent  me  from  proceeding 
immediately  according  to  tlie  cable  sent  you  through  me  this  evening.  Will  indorse 
ciphers  and  leare  them  for  next  visiting  United  States  man-of-war. 

SiGSBKE. 

[From  Schley  to  Sampson.    Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  10  a.  m..  May  29.    Sent  to  Sampson  at  7  p.  m.  same 
day.     Same  to  Secretary  of  the  Navy.] 

Enemy  in  port;  recognized  Criatoial  Colon  and  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and  two  tor- 
peilo  boats  moored  inside  Morro,  behind  point.  Doubtless  the  others  are  here.  We 
are  short  of  coal,  using  every  effort  to  get  coal  in.  Vixen  blew  out  manhole  gasket; 
have  sent  boilermaker  on  board  to  repair.  Colliers  repaired;  machinery  being  put 
together.  Have  about  3,000  tons  of  coal  in  collier,  but  not  easy  to  get  on  board  here. 
If  no  engagement  in  next  two  or  three  days,  Sampson's  squadron  could  relieve  this 
one  to  coal  at  Gonaives  or  vicinity  of  Port  an  Prince.  Hasten  me  dispatch  boats  for 
picket  work.  Broohlyn,  loiva,  Maasachusetls,  Texas,  Marhlehead,  Vixen,  and  collier 
compose  squadron  here. 

SCULBY. 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Schley.    Received  at  cable  office.  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  27,  1898.     Read  by 
Sigsbee  May  29  and  sealed  ander  cover  for  delivery  to  next  visiting  United  States  man-of-war.] 

The  most  absolutely  urgent  thing  now  is  to  know  positively  whether  the  Spanish 
division  is  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  Harbor,  as  if  so  immediate  movement  against  it  and 
the  town  will  be  made  by  the  Navy  and  division  of  about  10,000  men  of  the  Ameri- 
can troops  which  are  ready  to  embark.  You  must  surmount  difficulty  regarding 
coaling  by  your  ingenuity  and  perseverance.  This  is  a  crucial  time,  and  the  Depart- 
ment relies  upon  you  to  give  information  quickly  as  to  the  presence  of  Cervera 
•  *  *  to  be  ready  for  concerted  action  with  the  Army.  Two  colliers  have  been 
ordered  IVIole,  Haiti.  Your  vessels  may  coal  singly  there  or  in  Gonai\'6s,  Haiti 
Channel,  or  leeward  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba.  Sampson  coming  around  Windward  Pas- 
sage. Orders  have  been  issued  to  the  commander  of  the  Yankee  ( t )  to  report  to  you, 
and  the  Minneapolis  will  go  north.     Cervera  must  not  be  allowed  to  escape. 

LONG. 

[Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Schley.    Received  at  the  Mole,  May  29,  1898,  opened  by  C.  D.  Sigsbee,  cap- 
tain, U.  S.  N.,  and  addressed  to  next  visiting  United  States  man-of  war.] 

It  is  your  duty  to  ascertain  immediately  the  Spanish  fleet,  if  they  be  at  Santiago 
de  Cuba,  and  report.  Would  be  discreditable  to  the  Navy  if  that  fact  was  not  ascer- 
tained immediately.    All  naval  and  military  movements  depend  on  that  point. 

Long. 

May  31. — At  5  p.  m.  of  the  31st  I  sent  the  Porter  in  to  Mole  St. 
Nicholas  with  the  following  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Shall  arrive  Santiago  4  a.  m.  June  1  with  Neiv  Tork,  Oregon,  Mayflower,  and  Porter. 
Last  night  met  St.  I'aul  and  Yale.  Ordered  St.  Paul  to  New  York  and  Yale  to  Hamp- 
ton Roads  for  coal.  Please  have  preparations  made  for  coaling  immediately.  Will 
telegraph  situation  at  Santiago  on  arrival. 

June  1. — At  6  a.  m.  I  arrived  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  found  Com- 
modore Schley's  squadron  in  column  to  the  westward  of  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor.  The  squadron  was  composed  of  the  following  vessels: 
Brooklyn,  Iowa,  Massachusetts,  Texas,  New  Orleans,  Marhlehead,  Har- 
vard ,  Vixen,  Merrimac,  and  Stirling. 
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At  11  a.  m.  the  Porter  arrived  from  Mole  St.  Mcholas  with  the  fol- 
lowing dispatches : 

Washington,  May  SO. 
Schley  has  seeu  and  recognized  two  armored  cruisers  and  two  torpedo-boat  destroy- 
ers, the  Spanish  division  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  (Proceed)  to  Santiago  with  the  New 
¥ork  and  Oregon  ani  such  other  vessel  you  may  desire ;  leave  orders  concerning  army 
convoy,  senior  officer  present.  The  Spanish  torpedo  destroyer  Terror  reported  at 
San  Juan,  Porto  Kioo,  damaged. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  SO. 
General  Miles  states  if  you  can  communicate  with  Cuban  insurgents  request  Garcia 
to  assemble  his  force  at  (or  iu)  the  rear  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  our  Army  division 
will  take  with  them  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  5,000  stand  of  arms  and  ammunition  for 
Cubans. 

Long. 

Washington,  May  SI. 

It  is  essential  to  know  if  all  the  four  Spanish  armored  cruisers  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  as  our  military  expedition  must  wait  for  out  of  information.  Report  as  soon 
as  possible. 

The  army  now  embarking  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  estimate  25,000  men,  to  proceed  to 
Santiago  de  Cuba  as  soon  as  you  inform  me  whole  Spanish  fleet  in  harbor.  Will  be 
accompanied  by  cavalry,  siege  guns,  mortars.  It  is  suggested  that  you  select  places 
suitable  for  landing  infantry  as  near  as  possible  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  be  prepared 
to  advise  regarding  landing  guns  and  cavalry ;  of  first  importance  to  secure  bridge 
San  Juan  River,  the  pier  at  Daiquiri,  and  others.  Department  expects  you  will 
assist,  of  course,  landing  the  army  to  utmost  of  your  power,  but  desires  you  shall 
not  risk  by  operation  on  shore  or  in  landing  crews  of  the  armored  vessels  or  those 
needed  in  case  of  a  naval  engagement.  Will  not  Guautanamo,  Cuba,  be  the  best 
place  for  landing  cavalry?  Auxiliary  No.  592  (Yankee)  must  be  available,  also  aux- 
iliary No.  556  {St.  Louis)  calling  at  Mole,  Haiti;  several  coUiers  on  way  to  Mole, 
Haiti. 

Long. 

The  following  are  copies  of  telegrams  received  by  Commodore  Schley 
June  1: 

MOLK  St.  Nicholas,  May  SO. 
General  Miles  states  that  if  you  can  communicate  with  Cuban  insurgents,  request 
Garcia  to  assemble  his  force  at  the  rear  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  and  our  army  division 
vill  take_with  them  to  Santiago  5,000  stand  of  arms  and  ammunition  for  Cuban  (s). 

Long. 
Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  SI. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  an  alternative  line  of  communication  could  be  opened 
with  General  Garcia  as  follows:  Landing  Maceo  Inlet  about  30  nautical  miles  west 
of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  not  far  from  Jucaro  anchorage,  a  message  would  find  the 
neighboring  country  in  possession  of  insurgent(8),  and  Garcia  would  probably  be 
found  at  Bairo,  33  miles  to  the  northward  over  the  niouDtains.  An  outpost  of 
Garcia's  force  would  probably  be  found  at  the  northern  foot  of  the  mountains  and 
about  half  way  from  the  sea  to  Baire.  The  highest  point  on  the  road  is  Navaujo, 
from  where  there  are  two  paths  on  to  Matias  auras,  Fors  Negros ;  the  other  by 
Banes  Calientes  and  Oja  de  Agua.  Our  army  wishes  Garcia  to  close  down  on 
the  land  side  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  as  previously  telegraphed. 

Long. 

Eeceived  the  following  copy  of  a  dispatch  sent  by  Commodore  Schley 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  May  31 : 

The  New  Orleans  and  the  Sterling  arrived ;  send  as  early  as  practicable  picket  boat  ■ 
I  mediate  between  them  very  badly.*  Has  (have)  seen  one  move  vessel  Vizcaya 
class  in  port.     Smooth  sea  now.     I  am  coaling  the  loioa  and  Brooklyn. 

About  5  p.  m.  the  Dolphin  arrived,  convoying  the  cable  steamer  Adria. 

Immediately  on  arrival  I  steamed  down  past  the  entrance  to  Santiago 

Harbor  and  saw  lying  close  within  the  Cristobal  Colon  and  one  of  the 


•  Sent :  "  I  need  them  very  badly." 
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Yizcaya  class.    Both  of  these  got  up  steam  and  moved  up  into  the  har 
bor  out  of  sight. 

Preparations  were  at  once  made  for  sinking  the  collier  Merrimae  in 
the  entrance,  the  port  watch  of  the  New  Yorlt  being  sent  on  board.  The 
night  of  this  day  was  particularly  favorable  for  the  enterprise,  the  tide, 
the  time  of  setting  of  the  moon,  etc.,  all  conjoining  most  favorably. 

In  consulting  Assistant  Naval  Constructor  Hobson  as  to  the  best 
means  of  sinking  the  vessel,  he  showed  himself  so  interested,  worked 
to  such  a  degree  in  the  preparation,  and  entreated  so  strongly  that  he 
might  be  allowed  to  take  the  ship  in,  that  I  consented,  though  several 
hundred  oflcers  and  men  had  volunteered  and  many  begged  hard  to  go. 

The  crew  finally  selected  was  as  follows: 

Naval  Constructor  E.  P.  Hobson ;  D.  Montague,  chief  master  at  arms, 
New  York;  gunner's  mate,  third  class,  George  Charette,^ew  York;  Cock- 
swain R.Clausen,  JTeio  Torh;  Machinist  First  Class  G.  P.  Phillips,  Jf ern- 
mac;  Water  Tender  P.  K.el\j,  Merrimae;  Coxswain  O.  Deigna.n,  Merrimao; 
and  Coxswain  J.  B.  Murphy,  Iowa. 

Assistant  Constructor  Hobson  had  formerly  been  a  line  officer,  and 
was  for  some  time  assistant  navigator  of  the  Ohicago,  so  that  he  was 
qualified  to  conduct  the  ship. 

June  2. — Unfortunately  the  preparations  were  not  completed  before 
daylight  of  the  2d,  and  the  expedition  had  to  be  postponed  to  the  next 
night,  when,  at  3.30  a.  m.  June  3,  she  went  in  and  was  sunk.  As  we 
now  know,  she  did  not  sink  until  she  was  much  higher  in  the  channel 
than  was  intended.  This  was  owing  to  the  failure  of  her  steering  gear, 
and  to  a  partial  failure  of  the  torpedoes  arranged  along  her  side  to 
explode. 

On  June  2  the  following  order  of  battle  was  issued: 

ORDER   OI'  BATTLE. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Ratb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  2,  189S. 

The  fleet  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  be  organized  during  the  operations  against 
that  port  and  the  Spanish  squadron  as  follows : 

First  aqvMdron  (under  the  personal  command  of  the  Commander  in  Chief).  —New 
York,  Iowa,  Oregon,  New  Orleans,  Mayflower,  Porter. 

Second  squadron  (Commodore  Schley). — Brooklyn,  Massachusetts,  Texas,  Marblehead, 
Vixen. 

Vessels  joining  subsequently  will  be  assigned  by  the  Commauder  in  Chief.  The 
vessels  wUl  blockade  Santiago  de  Cuba  closely,  keeping  about  6  miles  from  the  Morro 
in  the  daytime,  and  closing  m  at  night,  the  lighter  vessels  well  in  shore.  The  first 
squadron  will  blockade  on  the  east  side  of  the  port,  and  the  second  squadron  on  the 
west  side.  If  the  enemy  tries  to  escape,  the  ships  must  close  and  engage  as  soon 
as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  sink  his  vessels  or  force  them  to  run  ashore  in  the  chan- 
nel. It  is  not  considered  that  the  shore  batteries  are  of  sufficient  power  to  do  any 
material  injury  to  battle  ships. 

In  smooth  weather  the  vessels  will  coal  on  station.  If  withdrawn  to  coal  else-, 
where,  or  for  other  duty,  the  blockading  vessels  on  either  side  will  cover  the  angle 
thus  left  vacant. 
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DAT  Airo  NIGHT  FORMATION. 
(To  accompany  ordei  of  battle,  dated  June  2, 18>8.] 


U.  S.  Flagship  Kbw  York,  1st  Kate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  2,  1898. 


Morro. 


^\  Masii 


Oregon.     |,  ^  '' 


Iowa. 

June  3. — On  June  3  the  St.  Louis,  Yankee,  and  collier  Justin  arrived. 

The  following  dispatches  were  received  from  Mole  St.  Nicholas  by 
the  St.  Louis : 

Washington,  June  g. 

Cable  honee  is  reported  on  the  point  of  Cape  Crnz,  Cuba,  presnmably  near  the 
water,  and  a  branch  from  the  loop  connecting  Manzanillo  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  comes 
ashore  there,  as  also  a  branch  from  the  cable  connecting  Cienfuegos  to  Santiago  de 
Cnba.  This  report  is  from  a  person  who  states  he  helped  to  lay  cable  on  the  sonth 
side  of  Cuba.  Auxiliary  No.  640  (Besolute)  sailed  May  31,  Mole,  Haiti,  en  route  to 
squadron. 

AiiLBN,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  JuneS. 
The  United  States  consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  telegraphs  June  1 :  Am  informed 
that  Pwrisaima  Concepoion,  ^oing  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  west  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and 
■will  coast  inside  key,  making  either  Manzanillo,  Trinidad  de  Cuba,  Cienfaegos,  or 
go  direct  to  Batabano.    Has  objected  to  colonial  government. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  2. 
General  Shafter  -wires  expects  to  start  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  on  June  4  with  18,000. 
The  chief  engineer,  Boston  naval  station,  20,000  men,  including  ten  batteries  of 
artillery  and  some  cavalry.    Commodore  No.  8  will  attend  to  convoy. 

AiXEN,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  1. 
Spanish  torpedo  destroyer  Terror  is  reported  greatly  damaged  at  San  Juan,  Puerto 
Rioo.    It  is  suggested  you  have  her  carefully  watched  by  a  sufficient  force  to  prevent 
possible  interference  with  convoy  in  transit. 

AlXEN,  AcV,ng  Secretary. 
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About  3  p.  m.  the  Spanish  tug  Colon  came  out  of  Santiago  Harbor 
flying  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the  Vixen  was  sent  to  meet  her.  The  Span- 
ish fleet  captain,  Bustamente,  came  on  board  with  a  letter  from  Admiral 
Oervera  to  Adiniral  Sampson  announcing  the  safety  of  the  Merrimac^s 
crew. 

Toward  midnight  the  Mayflower  left  for  Key  West,  via  Mole  St. 
Nicholas,  taking  the  following  telegrams: 

The  SBCRftTAKY  OF  THE  Navt: 

Saooeeded  in  sinking  aaxiliary  Merrimae  in  the  channel  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  to-day, 
4  a.  m,,  Jnne  3.  This  was  carried  out  most  gallantly  under  the  command  Naval  Con- 
structoi  Hohson  and  seven  men.  By  flag  of  truce  ftom  the  Spanish  Admiral  Cervera, 
sent  in  recognition  of  their  bravery,  am  informed  all  are  prisoners  of  war,  two  slightly 
wounded.  Kequest  authority  to  arrange  exchange,  if  possible,  between  these  and 
prisoners  Atlanta.  Beg  troops  move  with  all  possible  celerity ;  of  paramount  impor- 
tance. Six  ships  Spanish  sq^nadron  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago  unable  to  avoid  being 
captured  or  destroyed. 

Secbbtaby  of  thb  Navt: 

Some  observations  made  to-day  by  a  reliable  Cnban,  in  accordance  with  my  instruc- 
tions, makes  four  Spanish  armored  vessels  and  two  Spanish  torpedo  destroyers  in 
Santiago  at  that  time.     Repairs  and  more  coal  needed  by  them. 

Sampson. 
Secretaky  of  thb  Navy: 

Hare  received  reliable  information  from  Cuban  ofBcers  the  Spanish  force  in  this 
vicinity  of  Santiago  consists  of  7,000  men,  intrenched  in  Juraguacito  and  Daiquiri; 
B,000  men  in  Santiago  de  Cuba ;  in  Morro  de  Cuba,  400  men ;  at  other  points  in  the 
bay,  100  men,  with  small  rapid-fire  gun  and  submarine  mines  at  various  points.  With 
superior  force  and  insurgent  force,  which  is  ready,  though  mostly  needing  arms, 
Santiago  de  Cuba  must  fall,  with  ships  in  port,  which  can  not  be  entered  against 
obstructions  and  mines. 

Sampson. 
Commodore  Watson  : 

Channel  to  Santiago  obstmcted  by  auxiliary  Merrimao  this  morning ;  all  Spanish 
ships  inside.  I  am  sending  Mayflower  to  Key  West  for  repairs  and  Dolphin  for  block- 
ade.    I  will  return  north  side  as  soon  as  I  learn  intentions  of  army. 

Sampson. 

June  4. — The  following  battle  order  was  issued: 

ORDEB  OF  BATTI.E. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  4, 1898. 
The  Texat,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  the  Oregon  will  take  positions  4,000  yards  Irom 
Estrella  Point  and  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  port  of  Santiago  in  the  order  named 
from  west  to  east  in  such  position  as  to  be  able  to  observe  the  wreck  of  the  Merrimao 
and  will  fire  upon  any  parties  which  may  be  seen  working  about  it.  If  the  fire  be 
opened  by  the  batteries  it  will  be  returned  and  an  endeavor  made  to  destroy  them. 

The  senior  officer  of  the  above-named  ships  will  have  charge  of  carrying  out  these 
instructions. 

In  case  of  opening  fire  upon  the  batteries,  the  Brooklyn,  Marbleh-ead,  and  the  Fixen 
will  take  an  enfilading  position  4,000  yards  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  and  well 
inshore,  and  the  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  the  Yankee  a  similar  position  to  the  east- 
ward and  will  engage  the  batteries  at  the  same  time  with  the  battle  ships. 

Firing  directly  upon  Morro  Castle  will  be  avoided,  as  our  men  from  the  Merrimao 
are  confined  there. 

The  battle  ships  will  take  the  above  positions  when  signaled  to  do  so  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  and  will  occupy  them  until  signaled  to  withdraw,  when  blockading 
stations  will  be  resumed. 
The  following  signals  will  be  provisionally  employed: 
18,  Battle  ships  take  positions  assigned  above. 
19   Battle  ships  withdraw  and  resume  blockading  stations. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  TJ.  S.  N., 
Commander  va  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
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June  5. — The  following  dispatches  were  sent  by  the  St.  Louis,  which 
went  to  Mole  St.  Nicholas  tor  that  purpose,  she  to  wait  till  10  a.  m., 
June  6,  for  replies : 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Very  important  I  should  know  immediately  whether  the  army  expedition  has  sailed 
for  Santiago  and  its  number.  Vessels  U.  S.  N.  are  supplied  sufficiently  with  men. 
Send  100,000  pounds  of  fresh  beef  and  vegetables  by  each  of  the  auxiliaries  Har- 
vard, St.  Paul,  Tale,  for  immediate  use  when  they  saU. 

Commodore  Rbmey  : 

Send to  Santiago,  as  supply  ship  has  not  been  exhausted,  and  send  her  also 

to  Santiago.     Send  ammunition  for  4-inch  and  5-inch  rapid  fire. 

Commodore  Eemby  : 

I  am  sending  Besolute  for  battalion  marines.  Have  ready  battalion  to  embark  upon 
orriyal  and  send  immediately  here. 

Commodore  Bemey  : 
Send  Vesuvius  to  Santiago. 

The  Smcanee  arrived.    The  St.  Louis  left  for  Mole  St.  Nicholas  and 

the  Besolute  left  for  Key  West,  the  Besolute  to  get  the  marine  battalion. 

Issued  battle  order  and  plan  for  proposed  attack  on  batteries  J  une  6. 

ORDER  OF   BATTLE. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  5,  1898. 

Preparations  will  be  made  to  engage  the  batteries  Monday  morning,  June  6,  at  7 
o'clock.  The  men  should  be  given  their  breakfast  at  5.30,  and  the  divisions  ready 
to  form  at  6  o'clock. 

When  preparatory  signal  is  made  ships  will  form  south  of  the  Morro  as  follows: 

Western  column  (heading  north). — Brooklyn,  Marblehead,  Texas,  Massachusetts. 

Eastern  column  (heading  north). — New  York,  Yankee,  New  Orleans,  Oregon,  Iowa. 

When  signal  of  execution,  18,  is  made,  the  columns  will  move  ahead.  The  com- 
mander of  each  division  will  make  such  signals  as  may  be  necessary  to  bring  his 
division  into  position  marked  on  the  accompanying  drawing,  forming  circles  drawn 
at  3,000  yardB  from  the  eastern  and  western  batteries,  one  column  heading  in  a 
northwesterly  and  the  other  in  a  northeasterly  direction.  This  will  be  best  accom- 
plished by  changing  direction  of  columns,  the  easterly  column  to  the  northeastward 
and  the  westerly  column  to  the  northwestward,  running  in  these  directions  until 
south  of  the  indicated  positions,  then  heading  all  vessels  of  the  division  north 
simultaneously,  turning  again  into  column  when  the  distance  of  3,000  yards  has 
been  reached.  Vessels  will  be  400  yards  apart  and  will  retain  their  positions,  the 
westerly  column  using  the  starboard  battery  and  the  easterly  column  the  port 
battery. 

On  signal  from  the  commander  in  chief  both  columns  will  open  fire,  or  fire  will  be 
opened  in  case  the  enemy  begins. 

Bearings  will  be  taken  carefully,  and  distances  obtained  with  all  practicable 
accuracy. 

The  Dolphin  will  take  position  to  the  eastward  and  the  Suwanee  and  Vixen  to  the 
westward,  as  shown  on  the  plan,  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  any  musketry  fire 
from  shore. 

The  tire  will  be  deliberate  and  continued  until  the  batteries  are  silenced,  or  an 
order  to  cease  firing  has  been  made. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Beai-Admiral,  D.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naral  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

June  6. — About  C.30  a.  m.  vessels  formed  two  columns,  as  per  order  of 
battle  issued  previous  date.  At  0.43  called  to  general  quarters,  ships 
standing  in  toward  the  batteries.  At  7.38  made  signal  "commence 
firing."  At  7.41  opened  fire,  this  ship  aiming  at  the  battery  east  of  the 
Morro  at  6,000  yards.  At  8.05  hoisted  "cease  firing,"  when  general 
firing  was  discontinued,  but  individual  firing  at  slower  rate  of  speed 
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was  continued  until  9.40.  The  Ifew  York  had  worked  in  to  within  2,000 
yards  of  the  Morro  batteries  and  engaged  in  deliberate  firing.  At 
10.08  made  signal  "resume  blockading  station,"  At  10.20  flagship 
sounded  "secure.^' 

In  the  afternoon  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  by  one  of  the  newspaper  tugs  going  to  St.  Nicholas  Mole : 

Bombarded  forts  at  Santiago  to-day  at  7.30  a.  m.  to  10  a.  m.,  and  have  silenced 
works  quickly  without  injury  of  any  kind,  though  stationed  within  2,000  yards.  If 
10,000  men  were  here  city  and  fleet  would  be  ours  within  forty-eight  hours.  Every 
consideration  demands  immediate  army  movement;  if  delayed  city  will  be  defended 
more  strongly  by  guns  taken  from  fleet. 

About  10.30  p.  m.  the  St.  Louis  arrived  from  St.  Nicholas  Mole  with 
the  following  dispatches : 

Washington,  June  4. 
Three  telegrams  of  June  3  received ;  your  action,  as  thus  far  reported,  approved 
Will  gi  ve  every  attention  to  your  recommendation. 

Allen. 

Washington,  June  4. 
Do  you  consider  that  you  need  more  small  vessels  picket  dutyt 

Allbn. 

Washington,  June  6. 

St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  reports  by  telegraph  the  British  steamer  Tivickenham, 

4,000  tons  of  coal  consigned  to  the  Spanish  consul  having  been  refused  permission 
to  land  coal  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinique,  sailed  about  June  5  iirom  St.  Pierre,  Martinique, 
for  Jamaica. 

Allen. 

Washington,  June  6. 
I  shall  exchange  for  Hobson  and  party  First  Lieut.  Gastaininza,  1  sergeant,  and  6 
privates.    The  War  Department  has  been  requested  to  seud  to  Key  West. 

AXLEN. 

Washington,  June  4. 
Department  highly  appreciates  heroic  conduct  Hobson  and  associates.     Send 
names  and  rates  of  them  all,  and  what  you  recommend  for  them. 

Long. 

About  midnight  the  Marblehead  and  Yankee  left  for  Guantanamo. 
June  7. — About  7  a.  m.  the  collier  Kingtor  arrived  and  brought  the 
following  dispatch  from  St.  Nicholas  Mole: 

Washington,  June  6. 
The  prisoners  of  war  at  Atlanta  are  First  Lieut.  Puis  Giner  Gastaminza,  sixth 
battalion  lower  peninsula,  7  second  lieutenants,  a  sergeant,  and  9  privates.     You 
are  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  with  Admiral  Cervera  as  may  be  necessary 
to  secure  our  officer  and  men  now  prisoners  at  Santiago. 

AXLEN. 

The  following  memorandum  was  issued  regardingmethodsof  blockade: 

[Memorandum  No.  13.] 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  various  schemes  of  maintaining  an  effective 
blockade  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  at  night  which  have  been  advanced,  I  have  decided 
upon  the  following,  which  will  be  maintained  until  further  orders : 

The  weather  permitting,  three  (3)  picket  launches,  detailed  from  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  each  evening,  will  occupy  position  1  mile  from  the  Morro — one  to  the  east- 
ward, one  to  the  westward,  and  one  to  the  southward  of  the  harbor  entrance.  On 
a  circle  drawn  with  a  radius  of  2  miles  from  the  Morro  will  be  stationed  three  vessels, 
the  Vixen  to  the  westward,  from  one-half  mile  to  1  mile  from  the  shore,  the  Suwanee 
south  of  the  Morro,  and  the  Dolphin  to  the  eastward,  between  one-half  mile  and  1 
mile  from  the  shore.  The  remaining  vessels  will  retain  the  positions  already  occu- 
pifau,  but  they  will  take  especial  care  to  keep  within  a  4-mile  circle. 
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All  vesselB  may  tnm  their  engines  whenever  desirable,  to  keep  them  in  readiness 
for  immediate  use,  and  while  so  doing  may  turn  in  a  small  circle,  but  without  losing 
proper  bearing  or  distance. 

The  signal  for  an  enemy  wUl  be .    If  the  enemy  is  a  torpedo  boat,  these 

will  be  followed  by . 

1  again  call  attention  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  close  blockade  of  this  port, 
especially  at  night  and  in  bad  weather.  In  the  daytime,  if  clear,  the  distance  shall 
not  be  greater  than  6  miles;  at  night,  or  in  thick  weather,  not  more  than  4  miles. 
The  end  to  be  attained  justifies  the  risk  of  torpedo  attack,  and  that  risk  must  be 
taken.  The  escape  of  the  Spanish  vessels  at  this  juncture  would  be  a  serious  blow 
to  our  prestige  and  to  a  speedy  end  of  the  war. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  provisional  signals  established  by  General  Order,  No.  9. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantio  Statio». 

June  8. — On  the  8th  issued  memorandum  No.  14  regarding  the  use  of 
search  lights.  This  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  important  ele- 
ments in  making  the  blockade  successful,  in  that  it  made  it  impossible, 
as  was  stated  on  board  the  Wew  Jorh  by  the  captain  of  the  Colon,  for 
the  Spanish  squadron  to  leave  at  night.  The  entrance  was  by  this 
means  brilliantly  lighted,  so  that  the  movements  of  the  smallest  boat 
could  be  seen  within,  A  later  modification  kept  a  second  battle  ship 
close  to  the  illuminating  ship,  so  that  the  first  of  these  two  should  be 
able  to  use  her  guns  without  disturbing  the  illumination. 

I  regard  the  outcome  of  this  memorandum  as  being  thoroughly  suc- 
cessful. 

[Memorandum  No.  14.] 

U.  S.  8.  Flagship  New  Yoke,  Ist  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  8,  1898. 

During  the  dark  hours  of  the  night  search  lights  will  be  used  as  foUows : 

The  Iowa,  Oregon,  and  the  Maseaohueetts  wiU  take  turns  of  two  hours  each — i.  e., 
from  dark  to  8  p.  m.,  from  8  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m. — ^in  keeping  one  search  light  directly  on 
the  harbor  entrance,  maintaining  carefully  during  that  time  their  blockading  posi- 
tions.    Should  a  vessel's  lights  fail,  the  next  in  order  will  at  once  take  up  the  duty. 

The  picket  launch  and  vidette  stationed  south  of  the  Morro  will  move  to  one  side 
or  the  other  sufficiently  to  get  clear  of  the  beam  of  light. 

The  vessel  on  each  flank,  the  Brooklyn  and  the  Texas  on  the  western  side,  the  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  on  the  eastern  side,  will  take  two-hour  turns  in  using  one 
search  light  from  time  to  time  on  the  coast  line,  swinging  it  toward  the  Morro,  but 
avoiding  the  illumination  of  the  flanking  videttes  on  the  inside  line.  The  light 
should  never  be  turned  off  more  than  five  minutes  at  a  time.  From  time  to  time 
the  horizon  outside  will  be  swept. 

Attention  is  called  to  bad  and  careless  handling  of  search  lights.  Last  night  some 
of  the  lights  were  kept  high  in  the  air  and  were  again  swept  rapidly  from  side  to 
side.    Under  such  circumstances  a  search  light  is  worse  than  useless. 

The  beams  must  be  directed  to  the  horizon  and  must  be  moved  very  steadily  and 
slowly.  Not  less  than  three  minutes  should  be  employed  in  sweeping  through  an 
arc  of  90  degrees. 

The  best  way  to  discover  a  torpedo  boat  is  by  its  smoke,  and  even  this  will  not  be 
seen  unless  the  light  is  very  well  handled. 

Very  respeotfuUy,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear- Admiral,  U.  S.  N, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  following  copies  of  telegrams  received  by  Commodore  Eemey 
were  received  from  the  Gloucester : 

Washington,  June  1. 
Notify  Watson  when  convoy  is  about  to  start,  and  direct  to  scour  blockade  coast 
most  diligently,  to  prevent  interference  by  Spanish  gun  vessels  with  our  convoy. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  1. 
Deliver  the  following  to  Capt.  H.  C.  Taylor,  commander  of  convoy :  The  following 
scheme  has  been  discussed  somewhat,  Vut  what  action  the  War  Department  proposes 
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to  takCj  if  any,  is  unknown.  Kailroad  bridge  over  San  Jnan  Riyer,  about  2  nau- 
tical miles  east  of  Morro  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  probably  sheltered  from  its 
fire,  is  close  to  the  sea,  spans  a  deep  rayine,  and  its  possession  would  facilitate  the 
operation  of  our  army;  but  it  is  said  to  be  mined  and  guarded  by  about  30  Spanish 
soldiers.  It  has  been  suggested  to  send  a  detachment  of  troops  some  hours  before 
the  main,  to  land  daybreak  near  bridge  and  carry  by  surprise,  holding  position  until 
supported  from  the  main  body.  The  landing  near  bridge  is  said  to  be  good  for  boats, 
and  water  in  the  vicinity  good  for  light  vessels,  though  we  have  not  absolute  knowl- 
edge on  these  points.  If  the  attempt  is  to  be  made  by  the  army  it  will  probably  ask 
you  to  assist  the  landing  with  the  boats  of  your  convoy  and  to  cover  the  attempt 
with  some  of  your  small  vessels,  which  may  be  done,  exercising  due  caution;  but  the 
Department  has  declined  to  use  the  seamen  of  the  fleet  to  make  the  attack  on  shore. 
If  the  attempt  is  to  be  made^  send  ahead  to  inform  the  commander  in  chief  of  naval 
force  on  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  1. 
Inform  commanding  officer  of  convoy  New  York  Herald,  June  1,  says  that  there  are 
in  the  bay  of  Port  Nipe,  Cuba,  gun  vessels  Jorge  Juan  and  Ligera.    There  are  others 
in  other  coast  ports.    Keep  a  lookout  for  them. 

Allen,  Acting  Seoretary. 

Washington,  June  S. 
General  Shatter  wires  Washington  War  Department,  June  1,  he  was  progressing 
rapidly  with  loading  transports,  and  expects  to  be  able  to  start  Saturday  morning. 
Some  American  troops  to  join  from  Mobile,  making,  in  all,  about  18,000  or  20,000  men. 
He  does  not  sti.te  the  number  of  transports.  Inform  Captain  Taylor ;  cooperate  with 
army,  adding  such  vessels  to  convoy  as  you  see  fit. 

Washington,  June  S. 
You  are  directed  to  prevent  any  press  boat  leaving  Key  West  to  accompany  the 
expedition  about  to  leave  Tampa.  If  necessary,  you  will  place  marine  guard  on 
board  to  insure  compliance.  You  will  also  give  the  commander  of  convoy  order, 
directing  him,  if  any  such  boats  succeed  in  accompanying  the  fleet,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  and  compel  them  to  remain  in  his  company  throughout  the  voyage  and  until 
such  time  as  the  senior  officer  present  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  shall  direct  release. 

Allen. 

Tampa,  June  S. 
Boat  capacity  of  transports  average  about  110  persons.    No  steam  launches.    Gen- 
eral Shatter  informed  me  that  two  large  steam  lighters  are  to  be  taken  along.    Convoy 
ships  should  bring  all  their  boats.    Navy  expected  to  assist.     Army  will  not  embark 
before  Sunday. 

Hunker. 

[Memorandum  from  Commodore  Remey.] 

The  AnnapoUi,  Helena,  Castine,  and  Hornet  have  been  at  Tampa  several  days.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  Annapolis  has  had  instructions  about  organizing  the  trans- 
port fleet.  When  all  are  ready  the  fleet  will  proceed  to  a  rendezvous  to  westward  of  Dry 
Tortugas.  Information  will  be  received  here  when  the  fleet  is  to  arrive  ofi'  Tortugas. 
The  following  vessels  will  then  proceed  to  the  rendezvous,  and  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  JjKJto«owilltakecharge,viz :  Indiana,  Detroit,  Bancroft,  Vesuvius,  Osceola,  Wompa- 
tuck.  Wasp,  Scorpion,  and  Manning.  The  Eagle  has  gone  with  dispatches  to  Commodore 
Watson.  She  has  orders  to  report  to  commanding  officer  of  convoy  for  duty.  This 
will  make  fourteen  vessels  in  the  convoy  all  ready  June  4.  It  is  not  known  yet  what 
day  the  transports  will  be  ready  to  start.  The  Indiana  has  six  or  seven  divers  at 
work,  which  will  continue  until  the  fleet  is  ready  to  move.  It  is  thought  she  will 
then  be  in  good  condition.  The  Minneapolit  was  to  have  gone  with  convoy,  but  will 
not  be  ready  in  time. 

The  following  letter  dated  June  6  was  received  from  the  United  States 
consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica: 

The  Department  of  State,  having  been  informed  that  a  steamer  of  the  French  line, 
a  sister  ship  of  the  Lafayette,  was  bringing  over  a  cargo  of  Canet  quick-firing  guns, 
directed  me  to  report  the  arrival  of  such  vessel  at  this  port.  I  have  accordingly 
just  reported  the  arrival  of  the  Versailles,  which  comes  from  Corunna  via  St.  Thomas, 
with  128  passengers  and  1,000  tons  cargo.  Up  to  the  sending  of  this  letter  I  have 
been  unable  to  ascertain  contents  of  her  cargo,  but  I  take  opportunity  to  notify  you 
of  these  facts  for  such  use  as  you  may  deem  proper.  The  vessel  leaves  here  to-mor- 
row morning  at  8  o'clock,  clearing  for  her  regular  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 
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The  Yanhee  was  sent  to  St.  Nicholas  Mole  with  the  following  dis- 
patches to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Y(  sterday  morning  sent  from  the  blockade  the  Marblehead  and  the  Yankee  to 
arrive  at  Guantanamo  early  daylight.  They  entered  harbor,  taking  possesBion  of 
lower  bay  immediately  after  their  arrival,  and  small  gunboat  defending  position 
retreated  without  delay  to  the  upper  bay,  which  is  connected  with  the  lower  bay  by 
A  narrow  passage  defended  by  11  mines.  Their  instructions  were  not  to  enter  the 
upper  portion  of  the  bay,  but  to  hold  lower  bay  for  the  accommodation  of  our  shipa, 
and  this  was  successfully  accomplished.  The  crew  of  cable  steamer  Adria  spent 
several  days  searching  for  Jamaica  cable  from  Santiago  and  destroyed  second  cable, 
the  St.  Louis  having  cut  first.  But  the  crew  of  the  Adria  has  refused  to  do  any 
more  wort  on  grounds  that  work  required  of  them  is  illegal.  Therefore  cable  from 
Santiago  to  Cienfuegos  has  not  been  out,  but  all  communication  between  Cuba  and 
outside  world  has  been  cut  off.  As  there  is  some  doubt  that  both  Jamaica  cables  have 
been  cut,  suggest  that  Department  make  inquiry  into  this  subject.  I  suggest  further 
that  as  the  crew  of  the  Adria  has  failed  in  their  contract,  they  should  not  re6eive 
compensation  after  the  time  at  which  they  refused  to  do  duty.  As  soon  as  possible 
1  hope  to  have  communication  by  telegraph  between  Guantanamo  and  the  United 
States  through  French  cables,  and  will  inform  the  Department  as  soon  as  it  has  been 
established.  Under  these  circumstances,  again  I  urge  upon  the  Department  to  expe- 
dite the  arrival  of  troops  for  Santiago  de  Cuba,  the  difficulty  of  blockading  the 
Spanish  ships  daily  increasing;  and  as  dark  and  stormy  nights  approach,  difficulty 
must  be  increased  greatly.  Army  should  be  here  now.  The  Spanish  force  on  north 
side  of  Cuba  is  insignificant  absolutely,  and  can  offer  no  impediment  whatever.  One 
cruiser  could  look  after  the  whole.  Yankee  will  wait  until  one  for  answers.  The 
Marblehead  will  remain  at  Guantanamo. 

Bequest  that  you  send  Vesuvius  at  once  to  Santiago. 

June  9. — About  1  p.  m.  the  Dolphin  returned  fiom  Mole  St.  Nicholas 
with  the  following  dispatch : 

Key  West,  June  8. 

Tuesday,  9  p.  m.,  15  nautical  miles  north,  one-half  east  Bahia  de  Cadiz-  Light, 
Eagle  sighted  north-northwest.  Signal  exchanged  among  *  »  ».  Pursued  about 
3  nautical  miles  without  bringing  vessels  in  sight.  At  9.45  p.  m.  sighted  stern  light 
armored  cruiser  N.  i  E.  Showed  private  signal  twice.  Armored  cruiser  flashed 
truck  light.  Protected  vessel,  two  torpedo  destroyers,  fleet  formation  answered. 
Eagle  sconted  abreast  until  character  Spanish  vessels  was  ascertained.  Communi- 
cated immediately  with  Lebanon,  at  Piedraz  Cay,  suggesting  to  her  captain  to  send 
this  news  to  fleet  off  Havana.  Eagle  then  proceeded  with  all  dispatch  to  Key  West. 
One  deep-sea  torpedo  vessel  chased  Eagle  for  a  short  time.  Except  stem  light  and 
occasional  signal,  four  vessels  total  darkness.  Panther  left  last  night  to  join  Yosemite, 
off  Havana,  for  convoy.  Nashville,  with  Watson,  left  here  about  same  time;  sup- 
posed they  know  the  news.     Resolute  confirms  it. 

I  placed  no  confidence  whatever  in  this  information,  though  so 
specific.  During  the  next  morning  the  Yosemite,  Panther,  Armeria, 
Scorpion,  and  Supply  arrived,  the  Panther  bringing  the  First  Marine 
Battalion  and  the  Armeria  a  supply  of  ammunition.  The  Yanltee  also 
arrived  from  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  and  reported  having  passed  a  squadron 
of  eight  vessels,  one  of  which  was  a  battle  ship. 

The  arrival  of  the  ships  mentioned  explained  the  squadron  seen  by 
the  Yankee.  The  Yanlcee  had  been  observed  by  them,  and  the  Scorpion, 
which  was  acting  as  convoy  to  the  Armeria  and  Supply,  had  fired  upon 
her,  taking  her  for  a  torpedo  boat,  but  the  Yanlcee  was  so  distant  that 
these  reports  had  not  been  heard,  and  the  flashes  were  taken  for  signals. 
This  still  further  convinced  me  of  the  error  of  the  Eagle's  report,  and 
shows  how  easily  the  most  experienced  may  be  deceived  at  night  at  sea. 

June  10. — The  following  dispatches  were  received : 

Washington,  June  8. 
The  Spanish  armored  cruiser,  first-clase,  torpedo  destroyers  are  reported  by  Eagle 
and  Resolute  yesterday  and  last  night,  and  therefore  the  Army  expedition  is  stopped 
temporarily ;  convoy  is  distributed  to  scour  the  straits  and  reenforce  the  blockade  of 
Cuba;  sent  two  of  your  most  fast  armored  vessels  to  search  through  Nicholas  Chan- 
nel, Cuba.  *  •  *  at  Key  West,  and  thence  reenforce  convoy  too.  We  mean  to 
start  this  as  soon  as  convoy  is  strong  enough,  the  delay  being  only  temporary. 
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Are  yon  siire  »11  fonr  Spanish  armored  cruisers  are  at  Santiago?  Six  hniidred 
marines,  Panther,  started  for  you  last  evening,  convoyed  by  auxiliary  No.  596  (¥ofe- 
mite). 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washikgton,  June  9. 
It  is  expected  that  armored  vessel  (s) — two  are  dispatching  to  reenforoe  convoy — 
will  arrive  Sunday  morning,  June  12,  at  Key  West,  and  will  be  coaled  immediately. 
(Jonimodore  No.  8  is  ordered  to  have  convoy  ready  for  sea  at  the  same  time;  the 
Army  will  be  uotitied  and  expedition  get  away  without  reference  to  Spanish. 

AxLBN,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  9. 
Pictet  vessel  Dorothea  probably  will  leave  to-day  to  join  you.     Fishhawk  wiU  sail 
this  week;  two  more  purchased;  shall  (will)  take  two  weeks  to  prepare. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 
Washington,  June  9. 
The  Vesuvius  is  now  seeing  through  design  stranger.     Shall  send  to  Santiago  aa 
soon  as  possible. 


The  following  memorandum  was  issued: 

[Memorandum  lAo.  15.] 


Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  10,  1898. 
The  use  of  the  search  lights  during  the  dark  hours  of  last  night  clearly  indicates 
that  the  lights  can  be  used  with  the  greatest  efficiency  if  sufficient  care  is  taken  for 
this  purpose.    It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the  beam  of  light  should  be  held 
steadily  up  the  channel  into  the  harbor. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  believed  to  be  practically  impossible  for  a  vessel  to 
escape  detection  in  any  attempt  to  come  out.  I  therefore  enjoin  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  Iowa,  the  Oregon,  and  the  Massachusetts  to  move  forward  into  their 
positions,  not  more  than  2  miles  from  the  entrance,  with  the  entrance  bearing  north 
by  east;  the  Iowa  arriving  first,  at  7.30,  and  will  place  her  light  squarely  up  the 
entrance  into  the  harbor  and  hold  it  steadily,  except  during  the  time  required  to 
change  from  one  search  light  to  another,  as  may  be  required.  At  the  end  of  two 
hours  from  7.30  p.  m.  she  will  be  relieved  by  the  Massachusetts,  each  of  these  vessels 
going  back  to  her  blockading  position,  3  miles  from  the  entrance. 

It  IS  most  important  that  the  lights  should  be  held  as  nearly  stationary  as  possible, 
and  that  no  discrimination  be  left  to  the  person  manipulating  the  light.  Itis  believed 
that  this  method  of  using  the  search  light  will  prove  to  be  all  that  is  necessary  or 
advantageous  in  blockading  the  harbor. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  XT.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Yankee  went  to  St.  Nicholas  with  the  following  dispatch : 

Have  no  confidence  in  the  report  of  Eagle  as  to  nationality  or  character  of  the  ves 
sels  and  consider  very  unwise  to  suspend  operations  on  this  account;  but  even  if  it 
is  found  correct  there  is  sufficient  force  to  furnish  convoy.  Armored  vessel  was 
probably  Talhot,  which  was  sighted  Thursday  at  9  a.  m.  by  the  Scorpion  standing  to 
the  east;  am  confident  no  large  ship  could  have  escaped  from  here.  Am  endeavoring 
to  obtain  information  ftom  Santiago  as  to  what  vessels  are  inside  to-day.  Delay 
seems  to  me  most  unfortunate.  Marine  battalion  arrived  this  morning  and  will  land 
at  Guantanamo  to-day. 

The  Panther  was  sent  to-day  to  Guantanamo  in  company  with  the 
Yosemite.  The  marine  battalion  was  there  landed  and  established  in 
camp. 

June  11. — The  St.  Louis  arrived  with  the  British  steamer  TwicTcenham 
(collier),  which  she  captured  off  Jamaica.  The  TwicJcenham  was  sent  into 
Key  West. 

The  following  dispatches  were  sent  to  St.  liTicholas  Mole  by  the  8t. 
Louis : 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navy: 

Upon  receiving  Department's  authority  to  exchange  prisoners,  sent  immediately 
these  proposals  under  flag  of  truce  to  the  Spanish  admiral :  To  exchange  for  Hobson 
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and  his  seven  men  First  Lieut.  Pius  Giner  Gastaminza,  of  SixtL  Battalion  Lower 
Peninsular,  one  second  lieutenant,  name  unknown,  one  sergeant,  five  privates.  The 
Spanish  admiral  informed  me  Hobson  and  his  men  have  been  delivered  to  general 
commanding  the  territorial  division  of  Cuba,  at  Santiago,  and  that  the  latter  had 
reported  the  .case  to  general  in  chief,  resident  at  Havana,  and  therefore  all  arrange- 
ments in  case  must  be  dealt  with  through  latter.  Therefore  request  that  Department 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  efifect  this  directly  through  authorities  at  Havana,  as 
desired  results  can  probably  be  effected  more  quickly  than  to  have  negotiations  car- 
ried on  from  Santiago.  My  letter  to  the  Spanish  admiral  proposed  exchange  should 
be  accomplished  after  an  agreement  by  delivering  prisoners  confined  at  Atlanta,  6a., 
to  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Havana,  and  that  we  would  receive  Hobson  and  his 
associates  from  them  at  Santiago.  Department  would  perhaps  do  well  to  follow 
same  plan  of  exchange  in  these  negotiations.  Seven  men  referred  to  are  D.  Mon- 
tague, chief  master  arms;  George  Charette,  gunner's  mate,  third  class;  R.  Clausen, 
coxswain,  from  the  New  York;  G.  F.  Phillips,  machinist,  first  class;  F.  Kelly,  water 
tender ;  O.  Deignan,  coxswain,  from  the  Merrimao;  J.  E.  Murphy,  coxswain,  from 
the  Iowa. 

Secretary  of  the  Navt: 

The  following  is  a  r^sum6  of  a  letter  from  General  Garcia  to  Miles,  which  I  send 
thus  as  the  only  means  of  its  reaching  him.  Miles's  letter  received  through  Colonel 
Hernandez  on  June  6.  Garcia  regards  his  wishes  and  suggestions  as  orders,  and  will 
immediately  take  measures  to  concentrate  forces  at  the  point  indicated,  bnt  can  not 
do  so  as  early  as  desired  on  account  of  his  expedition  to  Port  Banes,  Cuba,  bnt  he 
will  march  without  delay.  All  his  subordinates  are  ordered  to  assist  to  disembark 
the  United  States  troops  and  to  place  themselves  under  orders.  Santiago  well  forti- 
fied with  advanced  intrenchments,  but  he  believes  positions  for  artillery  can  be  taken 
as  Miles  desires,  approximately,  12,000  regulars  and  3,000  militia,  between  Santiago 
and  Guantanamo.  He  has  sent  forces  in  order  to  prevent  aid  getting  to  Santiago 
from  Holqnin.    Repeats  every  assurance  of  good  will  and  desire  to  second  plans. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

The  vessels  seen  by  the  Eagle  were  the  Armeria,  Scorpion,  and  Supply.  They  were 
in  just  that  position  at  time  named.  The  number  is  unimportant,  as  the  Yankee, 
coming  from  Mole,  Haiti,  Thursday  at  11  p.  m.,  mistook  the  five  vessels  arriving  yes- 
terday for  eight  or  nine  vessels  under  convoy  battle  ship.  In  the  morning  the  battle 
ship  resolved  itself  into  the  Scorpion.  General  Rabi  at  Acerraderos  with  500  men: 
Garcia  expected  there  to-day. 

Commodore  Remey: 

The  presence  of  Vesuvius  at  Santiago  is  of  paramount  importance. 
The  following  memorandum  was  issued: 

[Memorandum.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  11,  1898. 
Until  further  orders  the  battle  ships  Jowa,  Oregon,  and  the  Maaaachusetts  will  employ 
their  search  lights  in  the  manner  so  successfully  employed  during  the  last  two 
nights.  Care  wiU  be  taken,  however,  to  go  in  close  enough  to  make  the  light  wholly 
efiective  for  the  purpose  desired.  The  picket  boats  report  that  the  lights  at  times 
are  too  weak  because  of  the  distance  of  the  ships.  The  lights  will  be  employed  from 
7.30  till  daylight  as  follows: 

The  sequence  of  ships  will  be  Iowa,  Oregon,  Massachusetts.  To-night,  June  11,  the 
Massachusetts  will  begin  at  7.30  and  continue  until  9.30,  the  Iowa  from  9  30  to  11  30 
the  Oregon  from  11.30  to  1.30,  the  Massachusetts  from  1.30  to  3.30,  and  the  Iowa  from 
3.30  to  daylight. 

On  June  12  the  Iowa  will  begin  at  7.30,  on  June  13  the  Orego*.  and  on  June  14  the 
Massachusetts  a^ain,  and  so  on. 

The  vessel  using  the  light  shall  keep  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  bearing  north  by 
east.     The  instructions  of  my  memorandum  No.  15  of  June  10, 1898,  will  be  followed 
Regard  must  be  had  for  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.     If  it  is  hazy  an  efi'ective 
illumination  of  the  harbor  entrance  will  require  a  closer  approach. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U,  S.  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
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June  12. — The  torpedo  boat  Porter  arrived  from  Guantanamo  and 
brought  the  following  report  from  Commander  McGalla : 

No.  86.]  U.  S.  S.  Marblehead,  3d  Rate, 

Guantanamo,  Cuba,  June  IS,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday  a  scouting  party  of  one  sergeant 
and  two  privates  from  the  marine  camp  were  killed  and  their  remains  mutilated  by 
a  party  of  regular  Spanish  soldiery  or  guerrillas  in  their  employ. 

The  names  of  those  kUled  are  Sergeant  Smith,  privates  Dunphy  and  McOolgan. 

Dr.  Gibbs  was  killed  about  1  a.  m.  this  morning  in  the  camp,  and  Corporal  Glass 
accidently  shot  himself  through  the  hand. 

It  is  possible  that  Dr.  Gibbs  may  have  been  killed  accidently  by  one  of  our  own 
men  during  the  fife  which  took  place  about  that  time. 

I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  P.  A.  Surg.  Arnold,  now  at  Key  West,  be  ordered 
here  for  duty  with  the  marine  command. 

I  venture  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  the  practicability  of  reenforcing  Col- 
onel Huntington  with  100  marines  from  the  fleet,  with  such  tents  and  camp  gear  as 
may  be  on  the  ships. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  order  which  I  found  necessary  to  give  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Panther  in  order  to  relieve  the  fighting  force. 

U.  S.  S.  Makblbhbad,  June  IS,  1898. 
Sir:  Break  out  immediately  and  land  with  the  crew  of  the  Panther  50,000  rounds 
of  6-millimeter  ammunition. 

In  future  do  not  require  Colonel  Huntington  to  break  out  or  land  his  stores  or 
ammunition  with  members  of  his  command. 

Use  your  own  officers  and  crew  for  this  purpose  and  supply  the  commanding  officer 
of  marines  promptly  with  anything  he  may  require. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McCalla, 
Commamder,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 
Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  Panther. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  two  communications  which  I  received  to-day. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  McCaixa, 
Commander,  U.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMAOTJER  IN  CHIEF, 

North  Atlantie  Station. 

The  Yankee  was  sent  to  Oienfuegos  and  the  Toiemite  to  the  west  end 
of  Jamaica  to  look  for  the  Spanish  steamer  Purissima  Conception. 

June  13. — The  Vesuvius  arrived  on  this  date  firom  scouting  in  the  Old 
Bahama  Channel,  the  St.  Paul  from  New  York,  and  the  St.  Louis  from 
Mole  St.  Nicholas  with  dispatches,  whither  she  at  once  returned.  The 
collier  Scindia  arrived  at  Guantanamo  Bay. 

Eeceived  the  following  dispatches: 

Washington,  June  10. 

On  account  of  the  army  expedition  it  is  most  essential  to  know  positively  if  all 
of  Cervera's  armored  vessels  are  actually  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Inform  the  Depart- 
ment as  soon  as  possible. 

A1.1.BN,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  10. 
After  yon  have  a  suitable  base  on  shore  could  we  authorize  to  allow  the  repair  and 
operation  of  the  French  cable  between  your  base  and  Mole,  Haiti  t    Inform  Colonel 
Mien,  U.  S.  A.,  if  this  is  done. 

Alleh,  Atting. 

Washington,  June  10. 
The  Department  considers  yoa  ihoold  have  a  cmiser  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico, 
to  observe  the  port. 

Allen,  Acting. 

Key  West,  Jun«  10. 
•Unable  to  comply  with  your  cipher  dispatches  (send  immediately)  and  (you  see, 
seize,  send)  vessels  are  not  here  or  else  held  back  for  the  ezpeditiou  of  the  army, 
then  I  can  send  two  first-class  torpedo  boats  towed. 

Buoy. 
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Washington,  June  H. 
Army  expedition  starts  this  afternoon  from  Tampa,  Fla.,  for  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Allbn,  Acting. 

The  following  dispatch  was  sent  by  the  St.  Louis: 
Skcrktary  of  the -Navy: 

Lieutenant  Blue  has  just  returned,  after  a  detour  of  70  miles,  to  observe  inside 
Santiago  Harbor,  reports  Spanish  squadron  all  there.  Spanish  made  vigorous  attack 
on  Guantanamo  camp.  An  outpost  of  four  marines  killed  and  their  bodies  were 
most  barbarously  mutilated.  Surgeon  Gibbs  killed,  apparently  accidentally,  by  our 
own  men. 

(The  report  of  mutilation  arose  from  the  effect  of  the  Mauser  ballets,  and  was  later 
corrected.) 

June  14. — During  the  night  the  Vesuvius  went  in  close  to  shore  and 
fired  three  shots — two  at  the  western  battery  and  one  into  the  channel 
between  Gay  Smith  and  the  mainland. 

During  the  morning  watch,  just  after  daylight,  the  Wew  Orleans  was 
ordered  in  and  engaged  the  battery  to  the  east  of  the  Morro,  with  the 
idea  of  preventing  a  continuation  of  work  and  the  replacing  of  guns 
which  might  have  been  dismounted.  She  soon  became  actively  engaged 
with  both  batteries,  and  fired  with  accuracy  and  effectiveness  for  about 
twenty  minutes.  Though  a  number  of  shell  fell  near  the  New  Orleans 
and  flagship,  neither  was  struck. 

Preparations  have  been  made  to  open  a  telegraph  office  at  Guantanamn;  it  is 
hoped  it  will  be  in  operation  on  the  14th,  so  that  dispatches  may  go  via  Mole  St. 
Nicholas. 

The  firing  at  Guantanamo  has  been  much  less  to-day.  The  total  losses  have  been: 
Surgeon  Gibbs  and  four  marines  killed  on  the  Hth,  and  two  yesterday — Sergeant- 
Major  Good  and  Private  Taurman,  the  latter  by  falling  over  a  cliff.  Six  marines 
have  been  wounded. 

Sixty  officers  and  men  of  the  Cuban  forces  at  Guantanamo  have  received  arms, 
clothing,  and  food,  and  have  been  of  great  service.  Five  hundred  more  are 
expected. 

About  noon  the  St.  Louis  arrived  with  the  following  dispatches : 

Washington,  June  IS. 
Austrian  gunboat  Maria  Teresa  in  the  West  Indies  is  thought  to  regulate  to  visit 
various  blockade  to  see  if  effective.  Upon  the  arrival  of  our  troops  send  without 
delay  as  many  as  consider  necessary  of  the  convoy  to  Commodore  No.  10  off  Cienfue- 
gos,  Cuba,  and  as  there  is  some  similarity  between  Austrian  and  Spanish  flags  cau- 
tion your  ships  against  possible  mistakes. 

Allen,  Acting. 

Washington,  June  IS. 
Convoy  French  cable  ship  ready  Wednesday  from  Mole  to  Caimanera ;  also  aid 
establishment;  French  staff  will  operate  under  Colonel  Allen's  censorship. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  IS. 
Referring  to  cipher  telegram  beginning  Appret  Marsdensa,   Austrian   minister 
advises  Maria  Teresa  at  Martinica  desire  to  enter  blockaded  ports;  permission 
granted,  same  as  to  other  powers. 

Allen,  Acting, 
Sent  the  following  dispatch  by  the  Gloucester.,  with  orders  to  send  it 
from  Guantanamo  if  possible;  if  not,  from  Mole  St.  Nicholas: 
The  Secretakt  of  the  Navy: 

Affairs  at  Guantanamo  much  more  satisfactory.  Our  forces  have  been  reinforced 
by  50  Cubans,  who  are  reported  by  Commander  McCalla  as  of  greatest  assistance. 
Five  hundred  more  are  expected,  who  need  Springfield  rifles.  Fleet  wiU  supply 
clothing  and  food  as  far  as  possible.    Fleet  needs  supply  of  both.  ■• 

June  15. — On  the  14th  a  force  of  marines  and  Cubans  attacked  the 
enemy,  who  was  routed.    Forty  bodies  were  found.    One  lieutenant 
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1  corporal,  and  15  privates  captured.  The  blockhouse  was  partially 
destroyed,  the  well  from  which  they  got  their  supply  of  water  destroyed, 
aud  the  heliograph  apparatus  captured.  Our  loss  was  2  Cubans  killed 
and  4  wounded,  2  marines  wounded.  Twenty-three  marines  were  over- 
come by  heat,  but  all  recovered.  The  Dolphin  accompanied  the  force 
on  the  sea  front  and  shelled  the  enemy.  The  force  of  the  enemy  was 
stated  by  the  lieutenant  captured  at  200,  by  the  privates  at  about  450. 
The  enemy  was  reinforced  by  troops  from  Caimanera,  and  the  Tescas 
and  Suwanee  were  consequently  sent  to  destroy  the  fort  aud  capture  the 
gunboat  used  in  transporting  men. 

The  following  order  of  battle  was  issued ;  also  memorandum  No.  20 
and  addendum  to  order  of  battle  of  June  15 : 

ORDER  OF  BATTLE. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ibt  Rate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  15, 1898. 

An  examination  indicates  that  the  Spaniards  hare  been  adding  to  the  defenses  to 
the  east  and  west  of  the  entrance.  Apparently  there  are  mounted  on  the  left  of  the 
western  battery  two  ship's  guns,  and  on  the  right  hand  of  the  same  battery  two  or 
three  old  guns.  On  the  eastern  battery,  to  the  right  of  the  light-house,  are  monnted 
three  old  guns  and  possibly  several  smaller  rapid-fire  guns. 

The  squadron  will  be  prepared  to-morrow  morning  at  early  daylight  to  shell  both 
of  these  batteries. 

There  will  be  no  special  formation  for  this  purpose,  but  vessels  will  at  early  dawn 
carefully  adjust  their  positions  and  blockading  distances  of  3  miles,  and  go  quietly 
to  general  quarters,  the  men  having  been  called  early  enough  to  have  had  their  early 
conee.     The  New  ¥ork  and  the  New  Orleans  will  exchange  blockading  positions. 

When  signal  18  is  made,  vessels  will  move  toward  the  harbor  entrance  at  a  speed 
of  5  knots.  Arrived  at  a  distance  of  3,000  yards,  each  ship  will  stop  and  turn  to  pre- 
sent her  broadside,  the  New  York,  New  Orleans,  Oregon,  and  Iowa  turning  with  port 
helm,  and  the  Brooklyn,  Texas,  and  the  Massachusetts  with  starboard  helm.  This 
stopping  and  turning  wiU  be  done  without  signal,  but  all  vessels  should  endeavor 
to  arrive  on  the  firing  line  at  the  same  moment.  After  turning,  distance  should  be 
closed  to  400  yards,  using  the  engines  again  if  needed.  The  vessels  will  retain  the 
positions  thus  taken  as  nearly  as  possible,  moving  in  closer,  if  necessary,  in  order  to 
see  their  targets  and  render  their  fire  effective. 

On  signal  from  the  commander  in  chief,  all  vessels  will  open  fire,  or  fire  will  be 
opened  in  case  the  enemy  begins. 

Bearings  will  be  taken  carefully  and  distances  obtained  with  all  practicable 
accuracy. 

The  Vixen  will  take  position  inshore  on  the  western  side  and  the  Scorpion  on  the 
eastern  side  and  look  out  for  the  musketry  fire  from  shore.  They  will  be  slightly 
outsiile  the  flank  ship,  and  where  they  can  enfilade  any  infantry  fire  directed  upon 
the  ships. 

The  tire  will  be  deliberate,  aud,  after  the  batteries  are  silenced,  will  be  carefully 
directed  to  their  destruction.  Ammunition  will  not  be  thrown  away.  Careful 
instructions  will  be  given  to  gun  captains  not  to  fire  unless  they  can  see  their  mark, 
which  in  this  case  will  be  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  Venuvius  and  the  Porter  will  remain  on  the  east  side  out  of  range  of  the 
batteries. 

At  signal  —  the  vessels  will  resume  their  day  blockading  stations. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-  Admiral,  V.  S.  N, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

[Memorandum  No.  20.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  15,  1898. 
Sin:  The  commander  in  chief  desires  again  to  call  the  attention  of  commanding 
officers  to  the  positions  occupied  by  the  blockading  fleet,  especially  during  the  day- 
time, and  it  is  now  directed  that  all  ships  keep  within  a  distance  of  the  entrance  to 
Santiago  of  4  miles,  and  this  distance  must  not  be  exceeded. 

If  the  vessel  is  coaling,  or  is  otherwise  restricted  in  her  movements,  she  must 
nevertheless  keep  within  this  distance. 


494  BUREAU   OF   WAVIGATION. 

If  at  any  time  the  flagship  makes  signal  •which  is  not  visihle  to  any  vessel,  such 
vessel  mnst  at  once  approach  the  flagship  or  repeating  vessel  to  a  point  where  she 
can  read  the  signal. 

Disregard  of  the  directions  which  have  already  been  given  on  this  head  has  led  to 
endless  confnsion.  Many  times  during  the  day  the  fleet  is  so  scattered  that  it  would 
be  perfectly  possible  for  the  enemy  to  come  out  of  the  harbor  and  meet  with  very 
little  opposition. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  hopes  that  strict  attention  will  be  given  this  order. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson,  Bear-Admiral,  U.  S,  N. 

Addendum  to  order  of  battle  of  June  IB,  1898. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  First-Ratb, 

Off  Santiago,  June  15,  1898. 
Reduced  charges  will  be  used  in  all  guns  of  8-inch  caliber  and  above,  with  the 
corresponding  sight  marks  to  increase  the  angle  of  fall  of  the  projectiles  and  the 
probability  of  destroying  the  batteries. 

Jwne  15. — The  fort  in  Guantanamo  Bay  was  destroyed  to-day  by  the 
Teaja*  and  Marblehead  smd  Suwanee.  The  channel  to  Caimanera  is  to 
be  dragged  for  torpedoes.  One  torpedo  was  picked  up  by  the  Marble- 
head's  screw.  There  was  no  serious  fighting  reported  ashore  during 
the  14th. 

June  16. — Following  the  order  of  battle  of  the  15th,  the  batteries 
were  bombarded  at  early  dawn.  They  were  quickly  silenced  and  the 
fire  was  continued  half  an  hour  and  probably  did  much  damage,  as  no 
shots  were  fired  at  the  ships  as  they  withdrew. 

June  17. — The  following  telegrams  were  received  via  Mole  St.  Nicho- 
las: 

Key  West,  June  14. 

The  Vetuvint  left  Caysal,  Cuba,  for  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  June  11.  Army  to  leave 
Dry  Tortugas,  Fla.,  on  June  15,  morning.  Two  or  more  first-class  torpedo  boats 
and  Resolute  with  ammunition  accompanying  expedition.  Vessels  have  provisions 
for  three  months  sent  &om  Kew  York. 

Remey. 

Washinqton,  June  14. 
Celtio  left  Hampton  Roads  to  join  you  Sunday,  convoyed  by  Dixie.    Send  Supply 
to  New  York. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  14. 
Department  attaches  utmost  importance  to  maintain  full  strength  of  the  blockade 
of  Cuba  and  desires  you  send  there  at  once  some  auxiliaries  and  other  cruisers, 
unless  you  can't  possibly  spare  them.     This  matter  very  important  in  view  of  prob- 
ably hostile  report  Austrian  gun  vessel. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  14. 
From  very  reliable  source  is  learned  that  five  small  Spanish  unprotected  vessels 
and  one  armed  transport  at  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  no  more  ( t).  Army  supply  is  nearly 
out  of  provisions.  Twenty-two  thousand  tons  of  coal  there  and  only  three  hours' 
supply  of  shell  at  their  fort,  but  would  be  well  not  to  trust  too  much  statement 
about  shell.  Department  advises  you  blockade  at  once  cruiser  and  transport  at 
San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico,  and  prevent  escape.  Is  Terror  one  of  themt  Our  army  and 
convoy  are  leaving  Tampa,  Fla. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  15. 
The  American  eonsnl,  Kingston,  Jamaica,  telegraphs:  "Spanish  troops  and  bat- 
tery removing  from  ManzaniHo  to  Cienfuegos,  coasting  vessel  carrying  on  Saturday 
weekly."    If  the  Spanish  foresee  defeat  at  Santiago,  (he)  (they)  may  attempt  to 
withdraw  part  of  tie  garrison  and  field  artillery  by  above  route. 

Long. 
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Washington,  June  IS. 
For-ward  per  GUmoeater.    Unirersal  horror  barbarons  mutilation  American  dead, 
American  people  watching  your  operations  anxiously  but  with  greatest  confidence. 
Haying  troops  soon  relieved.    Kindly  acknowledge. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  IB. 

The  American  consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  sends  the  following :  "Will  yon  permit 

me  to  urge  unobserved  blockade,  well-armed  auxiliary  to  cover  channel  Key  leading 

to  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  and  channel  westward  of  Isle  of  Pines,  West  Indies.    At  least 

eight  vessels  preparing  to  take  cargo  of  provisions  for  Cuba.     PiirUsima  Conception 

fets  the  British  nag,  but  questions  granting  clearance  referred  to  London,  England, 
trennonsly  working  for  the  principle  involved.    The  vessel  comparatively  unim- 
portant consideration. 

Long. 

The  following  telegram  was  sent  via  Mole  St.  Nicholas  by  the 
Scorpion : 

The  Skcrktaby  of  thb  Navt  : 

Bombarded  the  batteries  on  June  16  for  forty-two  minutes,  firing  very  accurate. 
The  batteries  were  silenced  completely.  Fleet  not  injured.  We  are  providing 
Cubans  as  far  as  possible  with  clothing,  food,  arms.  These  and  supplies  of  all  kinds 
much  needed  by  fleet.  Cubans  much  assistance  at  Gnantanamo,  where  everything  is 
now  reported  quiet.  Intercepted  letter  from  Guantanamo  to  Spanish  oommanding 
army  officer  at  Santiago  reports  there  is  only  a  small  quantity  of  food,  not  more  than 
sufficient  for  this  month,  half  rations.  Deserter  Beina  Mercedes  states  Merrimao  does 
not  block  up  channel,  she  is  too  far  in  the  harbor.  There  is  no  possibility,  how- 
ever, of  anything  coming  out  without  our  knowledge,  a  battleship  is  every  night 
at  a  distance  of  1  mile  from  entrance  illuminating  the  channel  most  clearly.  I  again 
urge  earnestly  army  move  with  all  possible  celerity.     Fine  weather  may  end  any  day. 

The  following  is  the  copy  of  a  translation  of  General  Pareja's  letter 
referred  to : 

Excellent  Sir  :  The  seventh  day,  at  dawn,  brought  seven  ships  before  the  port 
ofCaimanera.  They  fired  grapeshot  and  all  kinds  of  projectiles  on  the  Playa  del 
Este  and  Cayo  Toro  until  they  set  fire  to  the  fort  on  the  Flaya  Este  and  burning  the 
houses  of  the  pilots  which  the  detachment  occupied.  This  lasted,  cannonading 
with  more  or  less  intensity,  until  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

As  the  Playa  del  Este  had  only  two  muzzle-loading  guns  and  sand  intrenchments, 
the  detachment  could  do  nothing  before  six  ships,  firing  on  them  from  all  sides. 
They  retired  into  Manigna  and  to  the  Cuzco  HiU,  where  they  remain  to-day  making 
■allies  on  the  beach. 

From  that  day  150  men  occupy  Pnnta  Caracolas  observing  the  movements  of  ships 
which  occupy  all  the  outer  port  with  a  transport  of  war  and  a  variable  number  of 
armed  ships  and  other  vessels  of  waf  and  armed  merchant  ships,  total  never  less 
than  four. 

I  have  also  taken  Enanto  Passes  and  the  vigilant  Magne,  which  is  disposed  to  fall 
on  them  where  damage  ean  be  done. 

I  remain  in  Caimanera  and  will  only  come  to  the  Enanto  when  I  think  it  neces- 
sary, as  to-day.  I  have  not  been  able  to  antagonize  the  American  ships  with  rifle 
fire,  no  known  groond  being  at  hand.  Yesterday  the  captain  of  engineers  ordered 
to  make  safe  protections  that  would  impede  and  to  make  them  low.  The  ground  of 
Playa  Este  is  better  for  this  purpose.  I  refer  solely  to  disembarkation.  Dia  F.  San- 
doval and  Cayo  Toro  fired  with  their  artillery,  being  impeded  with  their  short 
range,  when  the  ships  retired  to  the  center  of  the  channel  and  took  positions  in  the 
middle  of  the  bay,  or  they  would  not  have  stopped  answering  the  fire  which  the 
enemy's  ships  were  keeping  up  with  impunity.  Sandoval  has  not  over  seven  dis 
charges  of  piercing  projectiles,  and  Caimanera  battery  did  not  fire,  reserving  fire 
until  the  ships  entered  the  channel,  which  is  where  their  guns  reached.  I  am  told 
that  the  insurgent  forces  at  Baracao  have  come  down  to  Signabos,  their  increased 
happiness  being  noticed,  and  Palamar,  and  I  do  not  know  more. 

The  American  squadron,  in  possession  of  the  outer  bay,  has  taken  it  as  if  for  a  har- 
bor of  rest ;  they  have  anchored  as  if  in  one  of  their  own  ports  since  the  7th,  the 
day  they  cut  the  cables,  in  the  entrance  and  center  of  the  harbor.  I  not  being  able 
to  reach  them,  they  have  not  again  molested  me,  except  with  two  cannon  shots  on 
the  8th.  It  appears  from  the  work  that  is  being  done  that  they  are  preparing  to 
plant  the  harbor  with  mines,  or  place  their  ships  for  disembarkation  at  Playa  del 
Este,  their  favorite  place.    If  it  is  the  first,  I  call  your  attention  to  it  in  case  that 
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some  time  our  Bquadron  should  come  here.  The  forces  of  the  brigade  are  in  good 
spirits.  I  continue  serving  out  half  rations  of  everything,  and  in  that  way  I  expect 
to  reach  only  the  end  of  the  month,  above  all  in  bread,  as  I  have  no  flour  of  any- 
kind,  aa  I  said,  and  no  way  of  getting  any  on  account  of  there  having  been  no  com 
for  some  time.  Quinine  for  the  hospitals  the  same.  In  hard  straits  I  have  taken 
private  drug  stores,  and  will  have  enough  until  the  end  of  the  month.  Town  in 
needful  circumstances,  first  need  since  the  2d  ultimo.  On  the  7th  we  had  only  two 
wounded  at  Cayo  Toro.  The  cable  house,  riddled  with  shell,  still  stands,  and  if 
Americans  abandon  port,  which  I  doubt,  everything  possible  will  be  done  to 
reestablish  communication,  to  which  end  I  have  everything  ready. 

To-day  there  is  in  the  harbor  a  large  armored  vessel  and  seven  more  vessels,  with 
a  large  transport  that  appears  to  be  a  storeship.  They  patrol  Playa  del  Este  with 
armed  launches,  I  have  just  been  informed. 

I  return  to  Caimanera  on  seeing  the  carrier  of  this  start  out,  he  meriting  confidence 
as  a  trusty  of  the  brigade,  having  rendered  me  good  services  up  to  date.  By  sea  I 
have  ready  a  youth  that  served  in  the  navy  and  who  offered  himself  spontaneously. 
I  actively  recommend  him  to  your  excellency  should  he  arrive. 

Enanto,  10th  June,  1898.  Felix  Parbja. 

His  Excellency  General  Commanding  Division  op  Cuba. 

(There  is  a  seal  reading  "  Ejercito  de  Operaciones  en  Cuba,  E.  M.  Division  de  Cuba, 
2a  Bgde.") 

June  19. — Eeceived  the  following  dispatch  via  Mole  St.  Nicholas : 

Convoying  consists  oiUhs  Indiana,  the  Detroit,  the  Bancroft,  the  Selena,  the  Annap- 
olis, the  Wasp,  the  Eagle,  the  Hornet,  Osceola,  Manning,  and  the  Ericsson.  As  soon 
as  possible  after  arrival  you  will  send  every  vessel  that  can  be  spared  from  the  opera- 
tions at  Santiago  to  reenforoe  the  blockade,  which  is  suffering  for  want  of  vessels.  It 
is  the  intention  of  the  President  to  establish  blockade  to  cover  the  ports  of  Cuba, 
Batabano  to  Cape  Cruz,  ae  soon  as  can  be  maintained  effectively.  Notify  the  Depart- 
ment what  date  wUl  be  ready  with  your  force  to  enforce  it,  in  order  the  proclamation 
may  be  issued.  Department  depends  upon  you  solely  from  that  time  *  »  »  the 
blockade,  but  yon  may  intrust  to  Commodore  Watson  particular  disposition  of  the 
vessels  on  any  part  of  the  blockade  that  you    •     *     * 

Long. 

Washington,  June  16. 
Spanish  steamer  Purissima  Conception,  recently  ostensibly  transferred  to  the  British 
flag,  will  leave  about  June  16  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  for  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  or 
Batabano,  Cuba,  with  supplies.     Capture  vessel  if  possible  if  you  have  code. 

Long. 

Washington,  June  16. 
The  American  consul  at  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  telegraphs  the  Spanish  steamer  Villas 
verde  sailed  June  17  from  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico.     Cleared  for  San  Domingo  City,  San 
Domingo.    Took  2  boxes  of  rifles,  30  men,  and  2  guns. 

Long. 

Seut  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Cienfuegos  blockaded  already  by  Yankee,  Cape  Cruz  and  vicinity  by  Dixie.  When 
some  of  the  light-draft  vessels  promised,  according  to  your  letter  of  June  6,  arrive, 
they  will  be  sent  to  cruise  in  the  vicinity  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  and  Isle  of  Pines. 
The  President  may  declare  immediately  the  blockade  of  whole  southern  coast.  Aux- 
iliaries Nos.  557,  596  are  on  the  way  to  blockade  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  Will  send 
back  to  north  coast  of  Cuba  all  vessels  constituting  convoy  as  soon  as  they  arrive. 
A  part  will  go  by  Cape  Maysi  and  part  Cape  San  Antonio,  so  as  to  temporarily  block- 
ade the  whole  coast  of  Cuba.  Rifles  enough.  Request  500,000  rounds  of  Springfield 
rifle  ammunition,  .45  caliber.  AH  foreign  cables  have  been  cut  by  Goodrich;  last 
one  on  18th.  Recommend  that  isolation  be  made  complete  between  Key  West  and 
Havana.    Any  communication  sure  to  furnish  Blanco  information. 

My  chief  of  staff  went  down  to  Aserraderos  in  the  Vixen  to  examine 
the  facilities  for  landing  at  that  point  and  the  points  between  there  and 
Santiago  de  Cuba.  He  returned,  bringing  with  him  Gen.  Oalixto  Gar- 
cia, General  of  Division  Lora,  and  several  officers  of  their  staffs.  Gen- 
eral Garcia  has  about  4,000  men  back  in  the  country,  probably  45  miles 
by  road  from  Santiago  de  Cuba — two  days'  march.  He  left  behind  him 
3,000  men,  who  are  engaged  in  observing  the  Spanish  forces,  numbering 
about  8,000  or  10,000,  at  Holguin,  in  order  to  prevent  their  moving 
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south  to  the  relief  of  Santiago.  All  of  these  7,000  men  are  well  armed 
and  supplied  with  ammunition,  the  Florida  expedition  which  landed 
at  Baues  having  supplied  all  deficiencies. 

June  20. — The  fleet  of  transports  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  and  its 
convoys  arrived  at  a  point  15  miles  to  the  southward  at  noon  of  June 
20.  I  at  once  sent  my  chief  of  staff  in  the  Gloucester  to  communicate 
with  General  iShafter.  The  general  came  up  to  the  blockading  line  in 
the  Seguranca  and  I  proceeded  with  him  to  Aserraderos,  where  we  had 
an  interview  with  General  Garcia,  and  a  landing  was  arranged  for  at 
Daiquiri,  3,000  of  Garcia's  troops  to  be  brought  up  from  Aserraderos 
(which  is  15  miles  to  the  westward  of  Santiago)  and  landed  as  soon  as 
possible. 

June  21. — The  cable  at  Guantanamo  was  connected  with  that  at  Mole 
St.  Nicholas,  and  an  office  opened  there  for  general  telegraphic  use. 

Issued  the  followiug  order  of  battle: 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ibt  Rate, 

Off  Satiago  de  Cuba,  June  SI,  1898. 

The  army  corps  will  land  to-morrow  morning,  the  entire  force  landing  at  Daiquiri. 
The  landing  will  begin  at  daylight,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  General 
Castillo,  with  1,000  men,  coming  from  the  eastward  of  Daiq  airi,  will  assist  in  clearing 
the  way  for  an  unopposed  landing  by  flanking  out  the  Spanish  forces  at  that  point. 

Simultaneously  with  the  shelling  of  the  beach  and  blockhouses  at  Daiquiri,  the 
Ensenada  de  los  Altares  and  Agnadores,  both  to  the  eastward  of  Santiago,  and  the 
small  bay  of  Cabanas,  about  2^  miles  to  the  westward  of  Santiago,  will  be  shelled  by 
the  ships  stationed  there  for  the  purpose. 

A  feint  in  force  of  landing  at  Cabanas  will  be  made,  about  ten  of  the  transports, 
the  last  to  disembark  their  forces  at  Daiquiri,  remaining  during  the  day  or  greater 
part  of  the  day  about  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cabanas,  lowering  boats  and 
making  apparent  preparations  for  disembarking  a  large  body  of  troops.  At  the  same 
time  General  Rabi,  with  500  Cuban  troops,  will  make  a  demonstration  on  the  west 
side  of  Cabanas, 

The  following  vessels  are  assigned  to  bombard  the  four  points  mentioned  above: 

At  Cabanas,  the  Scorpion,  Vixen,  and  Texas. 

At  Aguadores,  the  Eagle  and  Gloucester. 

At  Ensenada  de  los  Altares,  tlie  Hornet,  Helena,  and  Bancroft. 

At  Daiquiri,  the  Detroit,  Castine,  Wasp,  and  New  Orleans — the  Detroit  and  Castine 
on  the  western  flank,  the  Wasp  and  New  Orleans  on  the  eastern  flank. 

All  the  vessels  named  will  be  in  their  position  at  daylight. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  to  avoid  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  ammunition.  The 
firing  at  Daiquiri  will  begin  on  signal  from  the  Neiv  Orleans. 

At  Cabanas  it  is  probable  that  after  a  few  minutes,  unless  the  firing  is  returned, 
occasional  dropping  of  shots  from  the  smaller  vessels  will  be  sufficient,  but  the 
semblance  of  covering  a  landing  should  be  maintained,  the  ships  keeping  close  in. 

At  Aguadores  and  tnsenada  de  los  Altares  the  same  rule  should  pr&pail.  At  Dai- 
quiri, the  point  of  actual  landing,  vessels  will,  of  course,  use  their  artillery  until 
they  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  landing  is  clear.  They  will  take  care  to  make 
the  firing  deliberate  and  effective.  As  General  Castillo's  column,  approaching  from 
the  eastward,  is  likely  to  come  within  range  of  the  guns,  sharp-eyed  quartermasters 
with  good  glasses  will  be  stationed  to  look  out  for  the  Cuban  flag,  and  care  will  be 
taken  not  to  direct  the  fire  toward  any  point  where  that  flag  is  shown. 

The  Texas  auA  Brooklyn  will  exchange  blockading  stations,  the  Texas  going  inside, 
to  be  near  Cabanas.  The  Brooklyn,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  Oregon  will  retain  their 
blockading  positions,  and  will  keep  a  vigilant  watch  on  the  harbor  mouth.  The 
Indiana  will  take  the  Sew  Orleans'  position  in  the  blockading  line  east  of  Santiago 
and  between  the  flagship  New  Torh  and  the  shore.  This  is  only  temporary  assign- 
ment for  the  Indiana  to  strengthen  the  blockading  line  during  the  landing  and 
avoid  any  possibility  of  the  enemy  breaking  through  should  he  attempt  to  get  out 
of  the  port. 

The  Suwanee,  Osceola,  and  Wompatuck  will  be  prepared  to  tow  boats.  Each  will 
be  proviJed  with  two  5  or  6  inch  lines,  one  on  each  quarter,  each  long  enough  to  take 
in  tow  a  dozen  or  more  boats. 

These  vessels  will  report  at  the  Nem  York  at  3  a.  m.  on  June  22  prepared  to  take  in 
tow  the  whip's  boats,  wliich  are  to  assist  in  the  lauding  of  troops,  and  convey  them  to 
Daiquiri . 
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The  Texas,  BrooTclyn,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Oregon,  New  YorTc,  and  Indiana  will  send 
all  their  steam  cutters  and  all  their  pulling  hoats,  with  the  exception  of  one  retained 
on  hoard  each  ship,  to  assist  in  the  landing.  These  boats  will  report  at  the  New 
York  at  3  a.  m. 

Each  boat,  whalehoat,  and  cntter  will  have  3  men;  each  launch  5  men,  and  each 
steam  cutter  its  full  crew  and  an  officer  for  their  own  management.  In  addition  to 
these  men  each  boat  will  carry  5  men,  including  I  man  capable  of  acting  as  cox- 
swain, to  manage  and  direct  the  transports'  boats.  Each  steam  launch  will  be  in 
charge  of  an  officer,  who  will  report  to  Captain  Goodrich.  Care  will  be  taken  in  the 
selection  of  boat  keepers  and  coxswains  to  take  no  men  who  are  gun-pointers  or 
who  occupy  positions  of  special  importance  at  the  battery. 

Unnecessary  oars  and  impedimenta  should  be  removed  from  the  pulling  boats  for 
the  greater  convenience  of  the  transportation  of  troops,  but  each  boat  should  retain 
its  anchor  and  chain. 

Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich,  commanding  the  St.  Louis,  will  have,  on  the  part  of  the  Navy, 
general  charge  of  the  landing. 

The  New  Orleans  will  send  her  boats  to  report  to  Captain  Goodrich  upon  her  arrival 
at  Daiquiri. 

The  attention  of  commanding  officers  of  all  vessels  engaged  in  blockading  Santiago 
de  Cuba  is  earnestly  called  to  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  vigilance  from  this  time 
forward,  both  as  to  maintaining  stations  and  readiness  for  action,  and  as  to  keeping 
a  close  watch  upon  the  harbor  mouth.  If  the  Spanish  admiral  ever  intends  to 
attempt  to  escape,  that  attempt  will  be  made  soon. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear- Admiral,  U.  S.  N.- 
Commander  in  chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

June  22. — I  received  the  following  letter  from  General  Shafter : 

Headquarters  FiriH  Army  Corps, 
On  board  S.  S.  Seguranca,  at  Sea,  June  Z2,  1898. 
Sir:  I  shall  commence  landing  this  morning.     It  is  my  intention  to  proceed  from 
Daiquiri  to  Santiago  as  rapidly  as  I  can  and  take  some  of  my  land  transportation. 
The  animals  are  in  absolute  need  of  some  rest,  and  for  that  reason  I  may  not  get  very 
far  to-day. 

I  request  you  to  keep  in  touch  during  the  advance  and  be  prepared  to  receive  any 
message  I  may  wish  to  transmit  from  along  the  bluffs,  or  any  of  the  small  towns, 
and  to  render  any  assistance  necessary. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  E.  Shafter, 

Major-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Commanding. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

Commanding  U.  S.  Fleet  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Captain  Goodrich,  commanding  the  auxiliary  cruiser  St.  Louis,  was  put 
in  charge  of  the  landing,  and  some  50  steam  launches  and  cutters  were 
furnished  from  the  ships  of  the  squadron,  and  the  lauding  began  during 
the  forenoon. 

I  had  sent  the  New  Orleans,  Gastine,  Detroit,  and  Wasp  to  cover  the 
landing,  as  it  was  thought  that  the  Spaniards  would  make  gome  resist- 
ance. When  the  first  detachment  of  boats  was  ready  to  go  ashore  a 
brisk  Are  was  opened  against  Daiquiri,  but  there  was  no  return.  The 
Spanish  troops  evacuated  the  place  and  fell  back  without,  so  far  as 
known,  firing  a  shot. 

During  the  landing  at  Daiquiri  there  was  a  feint  made  at  Cabanas 
and  at  points  west.  The  Texas,  lying  off  Cabanas,  engaged  the  Socapa 
battery  during  a  period  of  about  two  hours.  She  was  struck  by  one 
shell,  1  man  being  killed  and  8  wounded. 

About  7,000  men  were  landed  during  the  day. 

Siboney  was  also  occupied  by  our  forces.  We  began  disembarking 
troops  there  also. 

Much  difficulty  was  experienced  on  account  of  the  wandering  pro- 
clivities of  some  of  the  transports,  which  had  to  be  looked  up. 

Sent  the  following  telegram  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Landing  the  army  progressing  favorably  Daiquiri.  There  was  little  if  any  resist- 
ance.    The  New  Orleans,  Detroit,  and  the  Castine,  auxiliaries  Nos.  580  { Wasp),  560 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  499 

{Smoanee)  shelled  vicinity  before  landing.  Made  a  demonstration  at  Cabanas,  to 
engage  attention  of  the  enemy.  Texas  engaged  west  battery  for  some  hours.  She 
had  1  man  killed.  Ten  submarine  mines  have  been  recovered  from  the  channel  of 
Guantauamo.     Connection  by  telegraph  has  been  established  at  Gnantanamo. 

The  following  dispatches  were  received  via  Guautanamo: 

Washington. 
You  are  authorized  to  ascertain  from  the  Spanish  authorities  at  Santiago  whether 
Hobson,  with  his  men,  are  imprisoned  in  the  Morro  or  other  fort  exposed  to  your 
fire,  and,  if  so,  to  inform  Cervera  and  commanding  army  officer  he  shall  be  held  respon- 
sible by  the  United  States  Government  for  the  personal  safety  of  our  officer  and  men 
above  mentioned,  and  that  you  hold  equal  number  Spanish  prisoners  subject  to  same 
treatment. 

Washington. 
When  the  Spanish  give  up  hope  at  Santiago  they  may  attempt  to  escape  via  Man- 
zanUlo,  Cuba.    As  understood  here  they  receive  supplies  now  via  Manzanillo,  Cuba. 

Long. 

Washington. 
It  is  proposed  to  proclaim  the  blockade  on  the  east  side  of  from  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba, 
to  Cape  Frances,  Cuba.     When  wUl  you  be  ready  t 

Long. 

The  following  letter  was  written  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Favy : 

No.  131.]  United  States  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  S^,  1898. 

Sik:  On  the  morning  of  June  16  the  batteries  at  the  entrance  of  Santiago  de  Cuba 
were  subjected  to  a  severe  bombardment  by  the  fleet,  the  ships  occupying  approxi- 
mately the  same  positions  as  during  the  bombardment  of  June  7.  A  nearer  range 
than  that  used  can  not  be  used  to  advantage  on  account  of  the  height  of  the  cliffs. 
The  firing  was  deliberate  and,  in  general,  most  excellent.  The  batteries  were  quickly 
silenced,  and  after  firing  with  deliberation  for  some  forty  minutes  the  fleet  returned 
to  its  blockading  positions  without  any  shot  whatever  from  the  batteries  following 
this  movement.  This  fact  undoubtedly  shows  the  efficiency  of  our  fire.  I  inclose  a 
copy  of  the  order  of  battle. 

On  the  day  previous  to  this,  namely,  June  15,  the  Texas  had  been  sent  to  Guau- 
tanamo for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  Marhlehead  in  the  destruction  of  a  fort  at 
Gnantanamo.  The  fort  was  severely  bombarded  by  these  ships  and  the  Smoanee. 
Both  the  Texas  and  Marilehead  had  a  narrow  escape  from  torpedoes,  one  being  picked 
up  by  the  Marblehead's  screw  and  the  other  being  dislodged  by  the  Texas.  Since 
then  there  have  been  eight  others  recovered,  seven  on  the  21st  instant,  making  ten 
out  of  the  total  eleven  reported.  The  complete  accounts  of  the  engagement  at  this 
point  will  be  forwarded  in  the  reports  of  the  several  vessels  engaged. 

The  Yankee  had  been  sent  to  Cienfuegos  to  intercept  the  Purisaima  Conception  from 
Kingston,  Jamaica,  returning  on  the  16th  instant.  She  had,  while  off  Cienfuegos, 
an  engagement  with  a  Spanish  gunboat  and  the  batteries  ashore,  under  whose  pro- 
tection the  gunboat  ran.  One  man  was  wounded.  The  gunboat  unfortunately 
escaped,  chiefly  on  account  of  the  fire  being  interrupted  by  the  smoke.  The  Yosemite 
had  been  sent  also  with  reference  to  the  possibility  of  intercepting  the  Purissima 
Conception  near  the  western  end  of  Jamaica.  She  returned  on  the  19th  instant, 
having  called  in  the  meantime  at  Kingston. 

The  necessity  of  an  active  blockade  at  Cienfuegos  is  so  great  that  I  at  once  had 
the  Yosemite  coaled  at  Gnantanamo  and  ordered  her  again  off  that  port,  and  on  the 
arrival  of  the  Dixie,  the  19th  of  June,  sent  her  to  cruise  off  Cape  Cruz.  The  force  at 
both  these  points  will  be  at  once  strengthened  by  the  Helena  and  Osceola  as  soon  as 
coaled,  and  by  others  as  soon  as  possible.  I  dispatched  the  St.  Paul  and  Yosemite 
off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  the  St.  Paul  by  the  south  coast  of  San  Domingo  and  the 
Yosemite  by  the  north  coast. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  translation  of  a  letter  captured  by  the  Cubans,  addressed  to 
the  General  Commanding  the  Division  of  Cuba  (Santiago  de).  It  will  be  seen  by 
this  letter  that  the  Spanish  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Guautanamo  are  in  ^reat  straits 
for  food,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  also  true  of  those  in  Santiago. 

During  the  past  week  we  were  actively  engaged  in  examining  the  various  points 
of  landing  possible,  and  on  the  17th  an  attempt  was  made  at  early  daylight  to 
examine  Cabanas  Bay,  the  forces  being  under  the  charge  of  Lieutenant  Harlow, 
and  consisting  of  two  steam  cutters,  one  from  the  New  York  in  charge  of  Naval 
Cadet  Powell  and  one  from  the  Maitaohusetts  in  charge  of  Naval  Cadet  Hart.     The 
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entrance  is  extremely  narrow,  leading  into  a  small  bay.  The  lannches  were,  bow- 
ever,  subjected  to  bo  heavy  and  continued  a  fire  at  short  range  that  they  were 
obliged  to  retreat.  Much  of  the  fire  was  from  within  50  yards,  and  though  the  two 
boats  were  struclj;  seventeen  times  no  one,  fortunately,  was  injured.  Lieutenant 
Harlow,  iu  his  report,  particularly  praises  the  conduct  of  Cadets  Hart  and  Powell 
and  Coxswains  O'Donnell  and  Blom. 

On  the  19th  General  Garcia  and  his  staff  paid  a  visit  to  the  ship,  having  arrived 
that  morning  at  General  Eabi's  camp  at  Aserraderos.  He  had  left  4,000  of  his  men, 
whom  he  had  advanced  to  within  two  days'  march  of  Santiago,  and  had  come  to  the 
coast  for  the  purpose  of  consultation.  Three  thousand  troops  were  left  behind  near 
Holguin,  to  observe  some  ten  thousand  Spanish  troops  which  are  now  concentrated 
there,  and  to  prevent  tlieir  passage  in  the  direction  of  Santiago. 

My  impressions  of  General  Garcia  are  of  the  most  pleasant  character.  He  is  a 
large,  haadsome  man,  of  most  frank  and  engaging  manners,  and  of  most  soldierly 
appearance.  He  remained  some  tiiae  on  board,  though,  unfortunately,  so  seasick 
that  he  was  obliged  to  lie  down  during  the  whole  of  his  visit. 

The  fleet  has,  by  my  direction,  furnished  arms,  clothing,  and  food  to  the  extent  of 
its  ability  to  the  Cuban  forces  both  east  and  west  of  Santiago.  Much  has  been  done 
in  this  direction  by  our  ships  at-Guantanamo,  and  Commander  McCalla  there  haa 
been  most  energetic  in  rendering  them  all  assistance  possible.  I  believe  that  the 
returns  for  the  aid  rendered  will  be  good.  We  have  the  best  evidence  of  this  in  the 
activity  and  courage  shown  by  the  Cubans  at  Guantanamo,  and  Commander  McCalla 
is  most  eulogistic  in  reference  to  their  conduct. 

The  forces  available  may  be  placed  as  600,  under  General  Perez,  near  Guan- 
tanamo Bay;  600  under  General  Castillo,  near  Point  Sigua,  some  lew  miles  east 
of  Daiquiri;  1,100  under  General  Eabi,  at  Acerraderos,  and  7,000  under  General 
Garcia,  distributed  as  I  have  mentioned  above. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  by  the  Wompatuck  a 
letter  from  Captain  Taylor,  of  the  i)i(?ianffl,  stating  that  the  transports  convoying  the 
army  would  arrive  during  the  day.  1  sent  Captain  Chad  wick,  my  chief  of  staif,  on 
board  the  GZoucester  to  meet  the  fleet  and  convey  my  compliments  to  General  Shafter, 
with  the  request  that  he  would  come  in  the  Seguran^a  to  the  blockade  line. 

On  the  arrival  of  General  Shafter,  about  noon,  I  went  on  board,  and  shortly  after 
we  steamed  to  Acerraderos,  18  miles  to  the  west,  and  we  togetlier  paid  a  visit  to 
Generals  Garcia  and  Eabi.  General  Castillo  had  previously  been  sent  for  from  Point 
Sigua  Arrangements  were  then  made  with  reference  to  our  future  operations.  It 
was  regarded  that  the  army  should  be  debarked  at  Daiquiri  on  the  morning  of  the 
22d,  that  500  of  General  Eabi's  men  should  be  transported  from  Acerraderos  to  a 
point  (Cajobabo)  5  miles  west  of  La  Sigua,  to  join  there  the  forces  under  General 
Castillo,  this  whole  force  then  to  assist  in  the  landing  of  the  army  by  assaulting  on 
the  flank  the  Spanish  force  at  Daiquiri,  and  that  during  the  landing  at  Daiquiri  a 
feint  should  be  made  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  to  Santiago  by 
men-of-war  and  transports,  assisted  by  500  men  under  General  Eabi.  This  was  all 
carried  out.  It  was  further  arranged  that  General  Garcia's  forces,  now  two  days 
from  Santiago,  should  be  diverted  to  Acerraderos,  and  should  be  there  embarked  on 
the  24th,  to  join  our  troops  landed  at  Daiquiri.  I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  battle  order 
for  the  day,  which  explains  in  detail  these  arrangements. 

The  Texat  engaged,  or  fired  upon,  the  vicinity  to  the  entrance  of  Cabanas  Bay,  and 
during  the  forenoon  was  more  or  less  engaged  with  the  western  battery.  She  did 
excellent  firing  at  some  4,000  yard's  range.  She  was  struck  by  one  shell,  and  1  man 
was  killed  and  8  wounded.  At  the  time  of  writing  I  have  not  received  adetailed 
report  of  the  character  of  the  injuries  of  the  wounded. 

At  10.30  I  left  the  blockade  and  went  to  the  eastward  to  observe  the  progress  of 
our  attempt  at  disembarkation.  Our  vessels,  stationed  as  per  order  of  battle,  were 
actively  firing  at  Agnadores  and  Ensenada  de  los  Altares,  known  locally  as  Siboney, 
and  at  Baiquiri.  Our  fire,  however,  at  Baiquiri  I  found  was  simply  preparatory  to 
the  actual  landing  of  our  troops,  as  practically  noresistanoe  was  made.  The  Spaniards 
apparently  at  once  retreated  from  this  point,  as  also  from  Siboney. 

The  progress  of  disembarkation  was  rendered  somewhat  difficult  by  a  heavy  sea 
the  heaviest  which  we  have  had  during  the  three  weeks  the  fleet  has  been  stationed 
here,  owing  to  a  stiff  blow  off  the  coast  of  Jamaica.  When  I  left  however,  at  3  iu 
the  afternoon,  some  4,000  men  were  already  ashore,  one  of  the  steamers  had  gone 
alongside  the  pier,  and  there  was  every  prospect  of  the  work  proceeding  with  much 
greater  rapidity. 

The  pier  itself  was  not  injured,  nor  was  the  piping  conveying  the  water  supply 
this  last  being  a  most  fortunate  thing  for  ns  iu  every  respect. 

I  shall  order  the  convoying  vessels  to  the  blockade  on  the  north  side  as  soon  as 
possible,  reserving  the  Helena  and  Osceola  for  strengthening  that  of  the  south  coast 
but  shall  keep  the  Indiana  for  a  few  days  in  order  to  send  each  of  our  heavy  ships 
successively  to  Guantanamo  to  complete  their  coaling;  heretofore  they  have  been 
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sent  only  in  the  morning,  to  return  to  the  blockade  at  night.    As  soon  as  this  shall 
have  been  accomplished  I  expect  to  return  her  to  the  north  side. 

The  Veauvius  has  done  almost  nightly  firing  since  she  has  been  here.  There  is  no 
donbt  that  the  explosion  of  shells  of  this  character  has  a  very  important  effect. 

I  inclose  copies  of  the  Sqaadron  Bulletin,  now  issned  daily,  which  may  be  found 
of  some  interest. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  etc. 
Secrktart  of  the  Navt. 

June  23. — Sent  the  following  dispatches  via  Guantanamo : 
The  Secrbtaky  of  the  Navt: 

I  have  sent  to  their  blockading  stations,  via  Cape  Antonio,  the  Castine,  Eagle,  and 
Wasp;  via  Cape  Maysi,  the  Dolphin,  Annapolis,  Bancroft,  Hornet,  Manning,  and  Wom- 
patueic.  I  am  holding  on  southern  blockade  the  Selena  and  Osceola,  and  retaining 
temporarily  at  Santiago  the  Detroit  and  Indiana  and  torpedo  boats,  first  class. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Under  flag  of  truce  I  learned  to-day  Hobson  and  his  men  all  well  and  now  confined 
in  the  city  of  Santiago,  at  a  distance  of  4  miles  from  Morro. 

Referring  to  your  cipher  telegram  received  to-day,  such  convoys  will  occur  fre- 
quently, and  so  reduce  the  available  ships  for  blockade  as  to  make  it  quite  impossi- 
ble to  maintain  strict  blockade  on  the  whole  of  Cuba.  Vessels  running  blockade 
are  smaller  in  size  but  greatly  increased  in  number.  I  request  most  urgently  such 
vessels  as  the  Newark,  Prairie,  Columbia,  and  Minneapolis  be  sent  here  for  duty  with 
the  blockade. 

Eeceived  the  following  telegram : 

The  following  received  from  correspondent  aboard  steamer  Montserrat,  loading  at 
Cadiz  for  Cuba:  Considerable  coal  going  from  Cadiz,  presumably  to  Canary  Islands. 
Spanish  fleet  at  Cartagena,  Spain;  movement  probably  made  to  satisfy  people. 
This  information  probably  reliable.  The  French  steamer  Versailles,  at  Kingston, 
Jamaica,  receiving  pistols  and  cartridges,  is  bound  to  St.  Thomas  [from]  Corunna, 
Spain;  probably  expects  touch  at  Forto  Rico.  It  is  reported  from  Cardiff,  Wales, 
Spanish  steamer,  under  convoy  cruiser,  is  due  about  June  23  at  Cuba.  Commodore 
No.  8  has  been  informed. 

LONQ. 

June  24. — Eeceived  the  following  dispatches  via  Playa: 

Washington. 

Have  received  definite  information  an  expedition  about  25,000  men  to  be  directed 

soon  at  Porto  Rico,  and  as  you  shall  be  probably  called  upon  for  cooperation  and 

less  or  more  convoy,  it  is  desirable  that  you  connive  at.    If  you  shall  need  any  more 

coal  and  supplies  accumulated  to  the  east ;  and  if  so,  in  what  place  and  what  quantity  f 

Long. 

Washington. 
The  United  States  consul  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  says  that  under  secretary  of  the 
Captain-General  of  Cuba,  (the)  Spanish  naval  officer(s)  Virgilio,  Lopez,  Chaves, 
came  aboard  Adula  with,  it  is  supposed,  $250,000  to  purchase  provisions  to  be  taken 
to  Manzanillo  for  Cervera.  Chaves  is  going  to  Manzanillo  to  negotiate  with  Maceo. 
Extensive  preparations  being  made  for  shipping  provisions  to  Cnba. 

Washington. 
Reports  constantly  received  of  provisions  reaching  Spanish  forces  via  southern 
port  of  Cnba,  and  of  preparation  at  Mexico,  Jamaica,  to  forward  further  supplies ; 
therefore  the  Department  desires  greatly  to  keep  all  blockade  effective,  to  establish 
blockade  from  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  to  Cape  Frances,  Cuba.  When  shall  you  be  ready 
for  the  latter  to  be  proclaimed  f 

Long. 

June  25. — Sent  the  following  telegrams: 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Following  is  list  of  casualties  on  Texas,  June  22:  Frank  I.  Blakely,  apprentice 
first  class,  killed;  Raymond  Russell,  apprentice  second  class,  George  Francis  Mullen, 
apprentice  second  class,  seriously  wounded;  Rudolph  Earl  Engel, seaman ;  Hugh 
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Amos  Lee,  apprentice  second  class;  Johu  Emory  Lively,  landsman;  .John  Edward 
Nelson,  apprentice  secoud  class;  Johu  J.  Simonson,  seaman;  Aioid  Sjoquist,  slightly 
■wounded. 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navt: 

The  Detroit,  Sornet,  and  Tanhton  ordered  to  proceed  for  the  blockade  between 
Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  and  Cape  Frances,  Cuba.  The  Helena  and  Oaceola,  after  coaling, 
will  Bail  immediately. 

A  force  was  sent  by  Commander  McCalla  this  morning  to  determine 
whether  the  enemy  still  occupied  the  extremities  of  Punta  del  Jicacal, 
Guantanamo  Bay. 

The  force  under  Colonel  Huntington,  U.  S.  M.  C,  consisted  of  two 
companies  of  marines  and  two-thirds  of  the  force  of  Cubans  under 
Colonel  Thomas,  in  all  about  240  men. 

The  landing  flotilla  consisted  of  boats  from  the  various  ships,  towed 
by  the  steam  launches  of  the  Helena,  Annapolis,  and  Bancroft,  which 
left  their  ships  at  2  a.  m.  for  the  marine  camp,  under  the  command  of 
Commander  Eaton.  The  Uagle  took  station  for  the  night  off  Jicacal 
Point,  and  at  4  a.  m.  the  Marblehead  and  Helena  moved  into  position 
close  to  the  beach  to  south  and  westward  of  highlands  of  Jicacal  Point, 
to  cover  the  landing.  The  boats  advanced  in  three  columns  and  the 
troops  were  landed  quietly  and  quickly,  and  a  thorough  reconnoisance 
was  made  of  the  point.  The  enemy  was  not  seen.  The  men  reembarked 
about  8. 

A  picket  line  of  Spaniards  was  seen  from  the  ships,  one  or  two  men 
at  a  time,  across  the  dry  lagoon  a  couple  of  miles  to  north  and  westward. 

The  Marblehead  then  proceeded  to  the  channel  between  Jicacal  and 
Cayo  del  Hospital  to  drag  for  mines.  Pour  mines  were  found  and  suc- 
cessfully raised.    This  makes  thirteen  mines  in  all  raised  in  the  channel. 

Jwne  26. — Sent  the  following  dispatch: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 

As  the  Department  may  not  fully  understand  the  situation  here,  I  send  the  follow- 
ing :  Nine  vessels  of  convoying  squadron  are  coaling  at  Guantanamo ;  the  Nem  York, 
off  Santiago,  and  the  others  must  be  coaled.  The  Yankee  is  at  Cienfuegos,  the 
Dixie  is  at  Cape  Cruz.  The  Belena  and  Hornet  left  yesterday  for  these  stations. 
The  Detroit  and  the  Eagle  follow.  The  St.  Paul  and  Yoaemite  are  at  San  Juan, 
Porto  Rico.  In  smooth  water  ships  can  coal  off  Santiago  with  some  diflflcnlty.  I 
regard  it  essential  not  to  reduce  this  force  too  much  for  some  few  days,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  the  weather  may  compel  us  to  coal  at  Guantanamo.  Channel  was  not 
obstructed  by  the  Merrimac,  and  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  Spanish  fleet 
if  they  attempt  to  escape.  I  am  preparing  torpedo  attack  in  order  to  hasten  their 
destruction.  Regret  to  resort  to  this  method  because  of  its  difficulties  and  small 
chance  of  success,  torpedo  boats  being  subject  to  small  arms  and  rapid-fire  guns 
from  the  shore  for  a  long  distance.  I  should  not  do  this  were  present  force  to  be 
kept  here,  as  it  now  insures  a  capture  which  I  believe  will  terminate  the  war.  Shall 
ships  named,  the  Oregon,  the  Iowa,  Yankee,  etc.,  be  collected  here  for  the  proposed 
move? 

The  above  telegram  was  sent  with  reference  to  the  proposed  detach- 
ment of  some  of  our  heavy  ships  for  service  abroad. 
June  5S.— Eeceived  the  following  dispatches: 

Washington. 
You  are  authorized  to  detain  the  Oregon  and  the  /owa  until  the  other  United  States 
armored  vessels  are  coaled  fully,  so  as  to  be  able  to  hold  our  position  at  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  but  you  will  hurry  this  to  the  utmost  possible,  as  the  Department  desires  to 
get  this  (these)  vessels)  to  the  East  via  Spain.  Watson  with  Newark  leaves  to-day 
to  join  you  to  command  division  for  Spain.  You  assemble  at  same  time  cruisers 
Vosemite,  Dixie,  and  Yankee,  and  coal  them  for  same  service. 

Long. 
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Washington,  Jvne  26. 
Ab  awon  as  Sampson  gives  the  order  you  shall  sail  with  the  Iowa  and  the  Oregon, 
the  Newark,  Tosemite,  Yankee,  and  Dixie  for  St.  Michael,  Azores,  for  orders,  en  route 
to  Tanglers,  Morroceo.  Colliers  ordered  to  join  you  Saint  Michael.  If  they  have 
not  arrived  when  you  have  reached  there,  leave  a  cruiser  to  convoy  them  and  to  fol- 
low.   Shift  your  flag  to  Iowa. 

Long. 

WashingtoNj  June  SS. 
Commodore  Howell  has  been  ordered  to  report  to  you  with  his  squadron.     Distrib- 
ute the  vessels  to  the  blockade  and  give  to  Commodore  Howell  the  command  that 
Commodore  Watson  held. 

Long. 

June  30. — Eeceived  the  following  communication  from  tlie  command- 
ing general  of  the  army : 

Heasquabters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Camp  near  San  Juan  River,  June  SO,  1898. 
Sir:  I  expect  to  attack  Santiago  to-morrow  morning.     I  wish  yon  would  bombard 
the  forts  at  Aguadores  in  support  of  a  regiment  of  infantry  which  I  shall  send  there 
early  to-morrow,  and  also  make  such  demonstration  as  you  think  proper  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor,  so  as  to  keep  as  many  of  the  enemy  there  as  possible. 
Very  trnly,  yours, 

W.  R.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Commanding. 

July  1. — On  July  1,  in  accordance  with  the  preceding  request  made 
by  General  Shafter,  the  New  York,  Suwanee,  and  Olovoester  took  posi- 
tion off  Aguadores  at  6  a.  m.,  and  awaited  the  arrival  of  the  troops, 
which  came  by  rail  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  this  point;  which  did 
not  arrive,  however,  until  9.20.  On  their  arrival  the  vicinity  of  Agua- 
dores was  shelled  by  the  three  ships  mentioned. 

There  were  two  rifle  pits  on  the  hill  above  the  railway  bridge,  at  which 
a  few  men  had  shown  themselves,  numbering  at  various  times  from  16 
to  20,  These  disappeared  as  the  firing  began.  A  corner  of  the  fort  was 
knocked  off,  and  the  flagstaff  was  knocked  down  by  the  Suwanee. 

Desultory  firing  was  kept  up  by  the  Spanish  from  the  wood  adjoining 
the  rifle  pits,  and  about  noon  a  small  field  piece  was  brought  down  the 
gorge,  which  fired  four  or  five  times.  The  New  York,  on  observing  this, 
enfiladed  the  gorge,  firing  several  8-inch  shell  and  a  number  of  4-inch. 
No  firing  by  the  enemy  was  observed  after  this.  The  troops  then 
returned  to  the  railway  train  in  which  they  had  come,  and  left  for 
Siboney  at  12.30.  The  New  York  and  Oregon  then  took  up  position  and 
fired  a  number  of  8-inch  shell  over  the  hills  in  the  direction  of  Santiago 
and  the  ships  in  the  bay,  using  a  range  of  from  3J  to  4  miles. 

July  2. — I  received  on  the  2d  the  following  communication  from 
General  Shafter: 

Kajo,  July  1,  1898. 
Admiral  Sampson,  Siboney: 

General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Admiral  Sampson.  Wishes  him  to  keep  up  his 
fire  on  Santiago  on  the  water  front.  Enemy  has  6-inoh  guns  there,  annoying  us  very 
much  in  our  moves.  Our  troops  watching  within  a  hundred  yards  of  city  on  the  east 
side.    Will  assault  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

July  1. 

Admiral  Sampson,  Sibmiey  : 

A  few  shells  of  large  size  fell  some  distance  behind  our  lines  to-day.  It  is  hardly 
possible  that  they  come  from  your  ships,  but  I  can  not  account  for  them  unless  they 
come  from  the  enemy's  navy. 

W.  R.  Shaftek,  Major  General. 
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In  accordance  with  the  request  of  General  Shafter,  the  batteries  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  that  of  Punta  Gorda,  were  heavily  bom- 
barded from  5.49  to  7.45  this  a.  m. 

I  received  the  following  from  General  Shafter: 

JtrLT2. 

Terrible  fight  yesterday,  but  my  line  is  now  strongly  intrenched  about  three-fourths 
of  a  mile  from  town.  I  urge  that  yon  make  effort  immediately  to  force  the  entrance 
to  avoid  future  losses  among  my  men,  which  are  already  very  heavy.  Yon  can  now 
operate  with  less  loss  of  life  than  I  can.    Please  telephone  answer. 

W.  E.  Shajtbr,  Major  General. 

And  the  following  was  telephoned  to  him : 

General  Shaftbr  : 

Admiral  Sampson  has  this  morning  bombarded  forts  at  entrance  of  Santiago,  and 
also  Punta  Gorda  Battery  inside,  silencing  their  fire.  Do  you  wish  further  firing  on 
his  part?  He  began  at  5.30,  finished  at  7.30.  Your  message  to  him  here.  Impossible 
to  force  entrance  until  we  can  clear  channel  of  mines — a  work  of  some  time  after 
forts  are  taken  possession  of  by  your  troops.  Nothing  in  this  direction  accomplished 
yesterday  by  the  advance  on  Aguadores. 

Lieutenant  Staunton. 

To  which  reply  was  made  as  follows : 

July  2. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  when  I  can  take  batteries  at  entrance  to  harbor.  If 
they  are  as  difficult  to  take  as  those  which  we  have  been  pitted  against,  it  will  be 
some  time  and  a  great  loss  of  life.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  why  the  Navy  can  not  work 
under  a  destructive  fire  as  well  as  the  Army.  My  loss  yesterday  was  over  500  men. 
By  all  means  keep  up  fire  on  everything  in  sight  of  you  until  demolished.  I  expect, 
however,  in  time  and  with  sufficient  men,  to  capture  the  forts  along  the  bay. 

Shafter. 

I  wrote  General  Shafter  the  following  letter,  and  began  making  prepa- 
rations to  countermine,  and,  with  the  object  of  arranging  an  attack  upon 
the  batteries  at  the  entrance,  a  visit  was  arranged  to  General  Shafter, 
so  that  the  matter  might  be  thoroughly  discussed,  and  combined  action 
take  place.  I  had  in  view  the  employment  of  the  marines  for  an  assault 
on  either  the  Morro  or  Socapa  battery,  while  at  the  same  time  assault- 
ing the  defenses  at  the  entrance  with  the  fleet. 

No.  7.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  S,  1898. 

My  Dear  GB^^:RAL:  I  have  your  note  of  this  morning — just  recived  at  11.30. 

An  officer  of  my  staff  has  already  reported  to  you  the  firing  which  we  did  this 
morning,  but  I  must  say  in  addition  to  what  he  told  you  that  the  forts  which  we 
silenced  were  not  the  forts  which  would  give  you  any  inconvenience  in  capturing 
the  city,  as  they  can  not  fire  except  to  seaward.  They  can  not  even  prevent  our 
entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  Our  trouble  from  the  first  has  been  that  the 
channel  to  the  harbor  is  well  strewn  with  observation  mines,  which  would  certainly 
result  in  the  sinking  of  one  or  more  of  our  ships  if  we  attempted  to  enter  the  harbor, 
and  by  the  sinking  of  a  ship  the  object  of  the  attempt  to  enter  the  harbor  would  be 
defeated  by  the  preventing  of  further  progress  on  our  part. 

It  was  my  hope  that  an  attack  on  your  part  of  these  shore  batteries,  from  the  rear, 
would  leave  us  at  liberty  to  drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

If  it  is  yonr  earnest  desire  that  we  should  force  our  entrance,  I  will  at  once  pre- 
pare to  undertake  it.  I  think,  however,  that  our  position  and  yours  would  be  made 
more  difficult  if,  as  is  possible,  we  fail  in  our  attempt. 

We  have  in  our  outfit  at  Guantanamo  40  countermining  mines,  which  I  will  bring 
here  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  if  we  can  succeed  in  freeing  the  entrance 
of  mines  by  their  use,  I  will  enter  the  harbor. 

This  work,  which  is  unfamiliar  to  us,  will  require  considerable  time. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  loss  of  men  as  it  is  the  loss  of  ships  which  has  until  now 
deterred  me  ftom  making  a  direct  attack  upon  the  ships  within  the  port. 
Very  truly, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Sear-Admiral,  XJ.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shafter,  U.  S.  V. 
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Jnly  3. — The  sortie  of  Admiral  Cervera's  squadron  and  its  destruction 
has  been  made  the  subject  of  a  separate  paper,  and  need  not  be  repeated 
here. 

This  event  closes  the  purely  naval  campaign,  crowning  with  complete 
success  the  anxious  work  of  almost  exactly  two  months. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear- Admiral,  U.  8.  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Seoeetary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D,  0. 


124036. 

[Report  of  destmctlon  of  Cervera's  fleet.] 

Kg.  156.]  July  3, 1898. 

Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

The  fleet  under  my  command  offers  the  nation  as  a  Fourth  of  July 
present  the  whole  of  Cervera's  fleet.  It  attempted  to  escape  at  9.30 
this  morning.  At  2  the  last  ship,  the  Cristobal  Colon,  had  run  ashore 
75  miles  west  of  Santiago  and  hauled  down  her  colors.  The  Infanta 
Maria  Teresa,  Oquendo,  and  Vizcaya  were  forced  ashore,  burned,  and 
blown  up  within  20  miles  of  Santiago.  The  Furor  and  Pluton  were 
destroyed  within  4  miles  of  the  port. 

Sampson. 


124036. 

[Report  of  destruction  of  Spanisli  fleet.] 

Playa  del  Bste,  July  3. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

July  3,  at  9.30  a.  m.  To-day  Spanish  squadron,  seven  in  all,  includ- 
ing one  gunboat,  came  out  of  Santiago  in  column  and  was  totally 
destroyed  within  an  hour,  excepting  Cristobal  Colon,  which  was  chased 
45  miles  to  westward  by  the  commander  in  chief,  BrooTclyn,  Oregon, 
and  Texas,  surrendering  to  BrooMyn,  but  was  beached  to  prevent 
sinking.  None  of  our  officers  or  men  were  injured,  except  on  board 
BrooMyn  the  chief  yeoman,  Ellis,  was  killed  and  one  man  wounded. 
Admiral  Oervera,  all  commanding  officers  excepting  of  Oquendo,  about 
70  other  officers,  and  1,600  men  are  prisoners.  About  350  killed  or 
drowned  and  160  wounded;  latter  cared  for  on  Solace  and  Olivette. 
Have  just  arrived  off  Santiago  in  Marblehead  to  take  charge  while 
commander  in  chief  is  looking  out  for  Cristobal  Colon. 

Watson. 


[Translation.— El  Imparcial,  Julj  8,  1898.] 

cervera's  telegram. 

Playa  del  Este  (Santiago). 
I  went  out  with  the  ships  at  9.30  and  sustained  a  very  hot  battle 
with  the  enemy.    The  defense  was  brilliant,  but  it  was  impossible  to 
fight  against  the  hostile  forces,  which  were  three  times  as  large  as  ours. 
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The  Maria  Teresa,  Oqiiendo,  and  Yizcaya,  all  with  Are  on  board,  ran 
ashore  and  were  then  blown  up.  The  destroyers  Pluton  and  Furor 
were  sunk  by  shots  from  the  hostile  guns.  The  Colon,  the  Americans 
say,  surrendered  after  running  aground.  I  estimate  our  losses  at  600 
killed  and  wounded.  The  rest  of  the  crews  have  been  taken  prisoners. 
Ylllaamil  was  killed  in  the  battle;  I  believe  also  Lazaga.  Among  the 
wounded  are  Ooncas  and  Bulate.  The  Americans  have  allowed  the 
latter  to  retain  his  sword  because  of  his  brilliant  conduct.  I  must 
state  that  the  American  sailors  are  treating  us  with  all  possible  con- 
sideration. 

Cekvera. 


[Squadron  G-eneral  Order  TSo.  32,] 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  Yokk,  1st  Kate, 

Guanianamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  8,  1898. 
The  following  dlBpatches  were  received  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  are  published  for  the  information  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  this  command. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 

Executive  Mansion, 
Washington,  July  4,  1898. 
You  have  the  gratitude  and  congratulation  of  the  whole  American  people.     Con- 
vey to  noble  oiBcers  and  crews,  through  whose  valor  new  honors  have  been  added  to 
the  American  Navy,  the  grateful  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the  Nation. 

William  McKinley. 

Navy  Department, 

Washington,  July  4,  1898. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  sends  you  and  every  officer  and  man  of  your  fleet, 
remembering  equally  your  dead  comrade,  grateful  acknowledgment  of  your  heroism 
and  skill.    All  honor  to  the  brave.    You  have  maintained  the  glory  of  the  American 
Navy. 

John  D.  Long. 


13140a 

[Report  of  battle  with  Spanish  fleet.] 

No.  212.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  15,  1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  upon  the  battle 
with  and  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  squadron  commanded  by 
Admiral  Oervera,  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  on  Sunday,  July  3, 1898 : 

The  enemy's  vessels  came  out  of  the  harbor  between  9.35  and  10 
a.  m.,  the  head  of  the  column  appearing  around  Cay  Smith  at  9.31 
and  emerging  from  the  channel  five  or  six  minutes  later. 

The  positions  of  the  vessels  of  my  command  oft'  Santiago  at  that 
moment  were  as  follows:  The  flagship  New  York  was  4  miles  east  ot 
her  blockading  station  and  about  7  miles  from  the  harbor  entrance. 
She  had  started  for  Siboney,  where  I  intended  to  land,  accompanied 
by  several  of  my  staff,  and  go  to  the  front  to  consult  with  General 
Shafter.  A  discussion  of  the  situation  and  a  more  definite  understand- 
ing between  us  of  the  operations  proposed  had  been  rendered  neces- 
sary by  the  unexpectedly  strong  resistance  of  the  Spanish  garrison  ot 
Santiago.    I  had  sent  my  chief  of  staff  on  shore  the  day  before  to 
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arrange  an  interview  with  General  Shafter,  who  had  been  suffering 
from  beat  prostration.  I  made  arrangements  to  go  to  his  headquarters, 
and  my  flagship  was  In  the  position  mentioned  above  when  the  Span- 
ish squadron  appeared  in  the  channel.  The  remaining  vessels  were  in 
or  near  their  usual  blockading  positions,  distributed  in  a  semicircle 
about  the  harbor  entrance,  counting  from  the  eastward  to  the  west- 
ward, in  the  following  order:  The  Indiana  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  shore,  the  Oregon — the  New  York's  place  being  between  these  two — 
the  Iowa,  Texas,  and  BrooMyn,  the  latter  2  miles  from  the  shore  west 
of  Santiago.  The  distance  of  the  vessels  from  the  harbor  entrance 
was  from  2^  to  4  miles,  the  latter  being  the  limit  of  day -blockading 
distance.  The  length  of  the  arc  formed  by  the  ships  was  about  8 
miles.  The  Massachusetts  had  left  at  4  a.  m.  for  Guantanamo  for  coal. 
Her  station  was  between  the  Iowa  and  Texas.  The  auxiliaries  Glouces- 
ter and  Vixen  lay  close  to  the  land  and  nearer  the  harbor  entrance 
than  the  large  vessels,  the  Gloucester  to  the  eastward  and  the  Vixen 
to  the  westward.  The  torpedo  boat  Ericsson  was  in  company  with  the 
flagship  and  remained  with  her  during  the  chase  until  ordered  to  dis- 
continue, when  she  rendered  very  ef&cient  service  in  rescuing  prison- 
ers from  the  burning  Vizcaya.  I  inclose  a  diagram  showing  approxi- 
mately the  positions  of  the  vessels  as  described  above. 

The  Spanish  vessels  came  rapidly  out  of  the  harbor,  at  a  speed 
estimated  at  from  8  to  10  knots,  and  in  the  following  order:  Infanta 
Maria  Teresa  (flagship),  Vizcaya,  Cristobal  Colon,  and  the  Almirante 
Oquendo.  The  distance  between  these  ships  was  about  800  yards,  which 
means  that  from  the  time  the  first  one  became  visible  in  the  upper  reach 
of  the  channel  until  the  last  one  was  out  of  the  harbor  an  interval  of 
only  about  twelve  minutes  elapsed.  Following  the  Oquendo,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  1,200  yards,  came  the  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Pluton, 
and  after  her  the  Furor.  The  armored  cruisers,  as  rapidly  as  they 
could  bring  their  guns  to  bear,  opened  a  vigorous  fire  upon  the  block- 
ading vessels,  and  emerged  from  the  channel  shrouded  in  the  smoke 
from  their  guns. 

The  men  of  our  ships  in  front  of  the  port  were  at  Sunday  "quarters 
for  inspection."  The  signal  was  made  simultaneously  from  several  ves- 
sels, "  Enemy  ships  escaping,"  and  general  quarters  was  sounded.  The 
men  cheered  as  they  sprang  to  their  guns,  and  fire  was  opened  probably 
within  eight  minutes  by  the  vessels  whose  guns  commanded  the  entrance. 
The  New  York  turned  about  and  steamed  for  the  escaping  fleet,  flying 
the  signal,  "  Close  in  towards  harbor  entrance  and  attack  vessels,"  and 
gradually  increasing  speed,  until  toward  the  end  of  the  chase  she  was 
making  16^  knots,  and  was  rapidly  closing  on  the  Cristobal  Colon.  She 
was  not,  at  any  time,  within  the  range  of  the  heavy  Spanish  ships,  and 
her  only  part  in  the  firing  was  to  receive  the  undivided  fire  from  the 
forts  in  passing  the  harbor  entrance,  and  to  fire  a  few  shots  at  one  of 
the  destroyers,  thought  at  the  moment  to  be  attempting  to  escape  from 
the  Gloucester. 

The  Spanish  vessels,  upon  clearing  the  harbor,  turned  to  the  west- 
ward in  column,  increasing  their  speed  to  the  full  power  of  their  engines. 
The  heavy  blockading  vessels,  which  had  closed  in  towards  the  Morro 
at  the  Instant  of  the  enemy's  appearance,  and  at  their  best  speed, 
delivered  a  rapid  fire,  well  sustained  and  destructive,  which  speedily 
overwhelmed  and  silenced  the  Spanish  fire.  The  initial  speed  of  the 
Spaniards  carried  them  rapidly  past  the  blockading  vessels,  and  the 
battle  developed  into  a  chase  in  which  the  Brooklyn  and  Texas  had,  at 
the  start,  the  advantage  of  position.    The  Brooklyn  maintained  this 
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lead.  The  Oregon,  steaming  witli  amazing  speed  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  took  lirst  place.  The  Iowa  and  the  Indiana  having 
done  good  work,  and  not  having  the  speed  of  the  other  ships,  were 
directed  by  me,  in  succession,  at  about  the  time  the  Vizcaya  was 
beached,  to  drop  out  of  the  chase  and  resume  blockading  stations. 
These  vessels  rescued  many  prisoners.  The  Vixen,  finding  that  the 
rush  of  the  Spanish  ships  would  put  her  between  two  fires,  ran  outside 
of  our  own  column  and  remained  there  during  the  battle  and  chase. 

The  skillful  handling  and  gallant  fighting  of  the  Gloucester  excited 
the  admiration  of  everyone  who  witnessed  it,  and  merits  the  commen- 
dation of  the  Navy  Department.  She  is  a  fast  and  entirely  unprotected 
auxiliary  vessel — the  yacht  Corsair — and  has  a  good  battery  of  light 
rapid  fire  guns.  She  was  lying  about  2  miles  from  the  harbor  entrance, 
to  the  southward  and  eastward,  and  immediately  steamed  in,  opening 
fire  upon  the  large  ships.  Anticipating  the  appearance  of  the  Pluton 
and  Furor,  the  Gloucester  was  slowed,  thereby  gaining  more  rapidly  a 
high  pressure  of  steam,  and  when  the  destroyers  came  out  she  steamed 
for  them  at  full  speed,  and  was  able  to  close  to  short  range,  while  her 
fire  was  accurate,  deadly,  and  of  great  volume.  During  this  fight  the 
Gloucester  was  under  the  fire  of  the  Socapa  Battery.  Within  twenty 
minutes  from  the  time  they  emerged  from  Santiago  Harbor  the  careers 
of  the  Furor  and  the  Pluton  were  ended,  and  two-thirds  of  their  people 
killed.  The  Furor  was  beached  and  sunk  in  the  surf;  the  Pluton  sank 
in  deep  water  a  few  minutes  later.  The  destroyers  probably  suffered 
much  injury  from  the  fire  of  the  secondary  batteries  of  the  battle  ships 
Iowa,  Indiana,  and  the  Texas,  yet  I  think  a  very  considerable  factor  in 
their  speedy  destruction  was  the  fire,  at  close  range,  of  the  Gloucester's 
battery.  After  rescuing  the  survivors  of  the  destroyers,  the  Gloucester 
did  excellent  service  in  landing  and  securing  the  crew  of  the  Infanta 
Maria  Teresa. 

The  method  of  escape  attempted  by  the  Spaniards,  all  steering  in  the 
same  direction,  and  in  formation,  removed  all  tactical  doubts  or  diffi- 
culties, and  made  plain  the  duty  of  every  United  States  vessel  to  close 
in,  immediately  engage,  and  pursue.  This  was  promptly  and  effectively 
done.  As  already  stated,  the  first  rush  of  the  Spanish  squadron  car- 
ried it  past  a  number  of  the  blockading  ships  which  could  not  imme- 
diately work  up  to  their  best  speed ;  but  they  suffered  heavily  in  pass- 
ing, and  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and  the  Oquendo  were  probably  set 
on  fire  by  shells  fired  during  the  first  fifteen  minutes  of  the  engagement. 
It  was  afterwards  learned  that  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa's  fire  main  had 
been  cut  by  one  of  our  first  shots,  and  that  she  was  unable  to  extinguish 
fire.  With  large  volumes  of  smoke  rising  from  their  lower  decks  aft, 
these  vessels  gave  up  both  fight  and  flight,  and  ran  in  on  the  beach — 
the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  at  about  10.15  a.  m.  at  Nima  Nima,  6J  miles 
from  Santiago  Harbor  entrance,  and  the  Almirante  Oquendo  at  about 
10.30  a.  m.  at  Juan  Gonzales,  7  miles  from  the  port. 

The  Vizcaya  wsis  still  under  the  fire  of  the  leading  vessels;  the  Cris- 
tobal Colon  had  drawn  ahead,  leading  the  chase,  and  soon  passed 
beyond  the  range  of  the  guns  of  the  leading  American  ships.  The  Viz- 
caya was  soon  set  on  fire,  and,  at  11.15,  she  turned  inshore  and  was 
beached  at  Aserraderos,  15  miles  from  Santiago,  burning  fiercely,  and 
with  her  reserves  of  ammunition  on  deck  already  beginning  to  explode. 
When  about  10  miles  west  of  Santiago  the  Indiana  had  been  signaled 
to  go  back  to  the  harbor  entrance,  and  at  Aserraderos  the  Iowa  was 
signaled  to  "Eesume  blockading  station."  The  Iowa,  assisted  by  the 
Ericsson  and  the  Hist,  took  off  the  crew  of  the  Vizcaya,  while  the  Rar- 
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vard  and  the  Gloucester  rescued  those  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and 
theAbniranteOquendo.  This  rescue  of  prisoners,  including  the  wounded, 
from  the  burning  Spanish  vessels  was  the  occasion  of  some  of  the  most 
daring  and  gallant  conduct  of  the  day.  The  ships  were  burning  fore 
and  aft,  their  guns  and  reserve  ammunition  were  exploding,  and  it  was 
not  known  at  what  moment  the  fire  would  reach  the  main  magazines. 
In  addition  to  this  a  heavy  surf  was  running  just  inside  of  the  Spanish 
ships.  But  no  risk  deterred  our  officers  and  men  until  their  work  of 
humanity  was  complete. 

There  remained  now  of  the  Spanish  ships  only  the  Cristobal  Colon — 
but  she  was  their  best  and  fiistest  vessel.  Forced  by  the  situation  to 
hug  the  Cuban  coast,  her  only  chance  of  escape  was  by  superior  and 
sustained  speed.  When  the  Vizcaya  went  ashore,  the  Colon  was  about 
6  miles  ahead  of  the  BrooMyn  and  the  Oregon ;  but  her  spurt  was  fin- 
ished, and  the  American  ships  were  now  gaining  upon  her.  Behind 
the  BrooMyn  and  the  Oregon  came  the  Texas,  Vixen,  and  New  Torlc. 
It  was  evident  from  the  bridge  of  the  New  Yorlc  that  all  the  American 
ships  were  gradually  overhauling  the  chase,  and  that  she  had  no  chance 
of  escape.  At  12.50  the  BrooMyn  and  the  Oregon  opened  fire  and  got 
her  range — the  Oregon's  heavy  shell  striking  beyond  her — and  at  1.20 
she  gave  up  without  firing  another  shot,  hauled  down  her  colors,  and 
ran  ashore  at  Rio  Torquino,  48  miles  from  Santiago.  Captain  Cook,  of 
the  BrooMyn,  went  on  board  to  receive  the  surrender.  While  his  boat 
was  alongside  I  came  up  in  the  New  York,  received  his  report,  and 
placed  the  Oregon  in  charge  of  the  wreck  to  save  her,  if  possible,  and 
directed  the  prisoners  to  be  transferred  to  the  Resolute,  which  had  fol- 
lowed the  chase.  Commodore  Schley,  whose  chief  of  staff  had  gone  on 
board  to  receive  the  surrender,  had  directed  that  all  their  personal 
effects  should  be  retained  by  the  ofllcers.  This  order  I  did  not  modify. 
The  Cristobal  Colon  was  not  injured  by  our  firing,  and  probably  is  not 
much  injured  by  beaching,  though  she  ran  asliore  at  high  speed.  The 
beach  was  so  steep  that  she  came  off  by  the  working  of  the  sea.  But 
her  sea  valves  were  opened  and  broken,  treacherously,  I  am  sure,  after 
her  surrender,  and  despite  all  efforts  she  sank.  When  it  became  evi- 
dent that  she  could  not  be  kept  afloat,  she  was  pushed  by  the  New 
York  bodily  up  on  the  beach,  the  New  YorWs  stem  being  placed 
against  her  for  this  purpose — the  ship  being  handled  by  Captain  Chad- 
wick  with  admirable  judgment — and  sank  in  shoal  water  and  may  be 
saved.  Had  this  not  been  done  she  would  have  gone  down  in  deep 
water  and  would  have  been,  to  a  certainty,  a  total  loss. 

I  regard  this  complete  and  important  victory  over  the  Spanish  forces 
as  the  successful  finish  of  several  weeks  of  arduous  and  close  block- 
ade, so  stringent  and  effective  during  the  night  that  the  enemy  was 
deterred  from  making  the  attempt  to  escape  at  night,  and  deliberately 
elected  to  make  the  attempt  in  daylight.  That  this  was  the  case  I  was 
informed  by  the  commanding  ofiBcer  of  the  Cristobal  Colon. 

It  seems  proper  to  briefly  describe  here  the  manner  in  which  this  was 
accomplished.  The  harbor  of  Santiago  is  naturally  easy  to  blockade, 
there  being  but  one  entrance  and  that  a  narrow  one,  and  the  deep 
water  extending  close  up  to  the  shore  line  presenting  no  difficulties  of 
navigation  outside  of  the  entrance.  At  the  time  of  my  arrival  before 
the  port — June  1 — the  moon  was  at  its  full,  and  there  was  suflQoient 
light  during  the  night  to  enable  any  movement  outside  of  the  entrance 
to  be  detec^ted;  but  with  the  waning  of  the  moon  and  the  coming  of 
.  dark  nights  there  was  opportunity  for  the  enemy  to  escape,  or  for  his 
torpedo  boats  to  make  ah  attack  upon  the  blockading  vessels.    It  was 
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ascertained  with  fair  conclusiveness  that  the  Merrimae,  so  gallantly 
taken  into  the  channel  on  June  3,  did  not  obstruct  it.  I  therefore 
maintained  the  blockade  as  follows:  To  the  battle  ships  was  assigned 
the  duty,  in  turn,  of  lighting  the  channel.  Moving  up  to  the  port,  at 
a  distance  of  from  1  to  2  miles  from  the  Morro — dependent  upon  the 
condition  of  the  atmosphere — they  threw  a  search-light  beam  directly 
up  the  channel,  and  held  it  steadily  there.  This  lighted  up  the  entire 
breadth  of  the  channel  for  half  a  mile  inside  of  the  entrance  so  bril- 
liantly that  the  movement  of  small  boats  could  be  detected.  Why  the 
batteries  never  opened  fire  upon  the  search-light  ship  was  always  a 
matter  of  surprise  tome;  but  they  never  did.  Stationed  close  to  the 
entrance  of  the  port  were  three  picket  launches  and,  at  a  little  distance 
farther  out,  three  small  picket  vessels — usually  converted  yachts — and, 
when  they  were  available,  one  or  two  of  our  torpedo  boats.  With  this 
arrangement  there  was  at  least  a  certainty  that  nothing  could  get  out 
of  the  harbor  undetected.  After  the  arrival  of  the  army,  when  the  sit- 
uation forced  upon  the  Spanish  admiral  a  decision,  our  vigilance 
increased.  The  night  blockading  distance  was  reduced  to  2  miles  for 
all  vessels,  and  a  battle  ship  was  placed  alongside  the  search-light  ship, 
with  her  broadside  trained  upon  the  channel  in  readiness  to  flre  the 
instant  a  Spanish  ship  should  appear.  The  commanding  officers  merit 
the  greatest  praise  for  the  perfect  manner  in  which  they  entered  into 
this  plan  and  put  it  into  execution.  The  Massachusetts,  wh[ich],  accord- 
ing to  routine,  was  sent  that  morning  to  coal  at  Guantanamo,  like  the 
others  had  spent  weary  nights  upon  this  work,  and  deserved  a  better 
fate  than  to  be  absent  that  morning. 

I  inclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Department,  copies  of  orders  and 
memorandums  issued  from  time  to  time,  relating  to  the  manner  of  main- 
taining the  blockade. 

When  all  the  work  was  done  so  well  it  is  difficult  to  discriminate  in 
praise.  The  object  of  the  blockade  of  Oervera's  squadron  was  fully 
accomplished,  and  each  individual  bore  well  his  part  in  it — the  commo- 
dore in  command  on  the  second  division,  the  captains  of  ships,  their 
officers,  and  'men.  The  fire  of  the  battle  ships  was  powerful  and  des- 
tructive, and  the  resistance  of  the  Spanish  squadron  was,  in  great  part, 
broken  almost  before  they  had  got  beyond  the  range  of  their  own  forts. 
The  fine  speed  of  the  Oregon  enabled  her  to  take  a  front  position  in  the 
chase,  and  the  Cristobal  Colon  did  not  give  up  until  the  Oregon  had 
thrown  a  13-inch  shell  beyond  her.  This  performance  adds  to  the 
already  brilliant  record  of  this  fine  battle  ship,  and  speaks  highly  of  the 
skill  and  care  with  which  her  admirable  efficiency  has  been  maintained 
during  a  service  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  vessels  of  her  class.  The 
BrooMyn^s  westerly  blockading  position  gave  her  an  advantage  in  the 
chase  which  she  maintained  to  the  end,  and  she  employed  her  line  bat- 
tery with  telling  effect.  The  Texas  and  the  2flew  York  were  gaining  on 
the  chase  during  the  last  hour,  and  had  any  accident  befallen  the 
BrooMyn  or  the  Oregon,  would  have  speedUy  overhauled  the  Cristobal 
Colon.  From  the  moment  the  Spanish  vessel  exhausted  her  first  burst 
of  speed  the  result  was  never  in  doubt.  She  fell,  in  fact,  far  below 
what  might  reasonably  have  been  expected  of  her.  Careful  measure- 
ments of  time  and  distance  give  her  an  average  speed,  from  the  time 
she  cleared  the  harbor  mouth  until  the  time  she  was  run  on  shore  at 
Eio  Tarquino,  of  13.7  knots.  Neither  the  New  York  nor  the  BrooMyn 
stopped  to  couple  up  their  forward  engines,  but  ran  out  the  chase  with 
one  pair,  getting  steam,  of  course,  as  rapidly  as  possible  on  all  boilers. 
To  stop  to  couple  up  the  forward  engines  would  have  meant  a  delay  of 
fifteen  minutes,  or  4  miles  in  the  chase. 
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Several  of  tlie  ships  were  struck — the  BrooMyn  more  often  than  the 
others — but  very  slight  material  injury  was  done,  the  greatest  being 
aboard  the  loica.  Our  loss  was  1  man  killed  and  1  wounded,  both  on 
the  BrooMyn.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  this  immunity  from  loss  of  life 
or  injury  to  ships  in  a  combat  with  modern  vessels  of  the  best  type, 
but  Spanish  gunnery  is  poor  at  the  best,  and  the  superior  weight  and 
accuracy  of  our  fire  speedily  drove  the  men  from  their  guns  and  silenced 
their  fire.  This  is  borne  out  by  the  statements  of  prisoners  and  by 
observation.  The  Spanish  vessels,  as  they  dashed  out  of  the  harbor, 
were  covered  with  the  smoke  from  their  own  guns,  but  this  speedily 
diminished  in  volume  and  soon  almost  disappeared.  The  fire  from  the 
rapid-fire  batteries  of  the  battle  ships  appears  to  have  been  remarkably 
destructive.  An  examination  of  the  stranded  vessels  shows  that  the 
Almirante  Oquendo  especially  had  suffered  terribly  from  this  fire.  Her 
sides  are  everywhere  pierced  and  her  decks  were  strewn  with  the 
charred  remains  of  those  who  had  fallen. 

The  reports  of  Commodore  W.  S.  Schley  and  of  the  commanding 
officers  are  inclosed. 

A  board,  appointed  by  me  several  days  ago,  has  made  a  critical 
examination  of  the  stranded  vessels,  both  with  a  view  of  reporting 
upon  the  result  of  our  fire  and  the  military  features  involved  and  of 
reporting  upon  the  chance  of  saving  any  of  them  and  of  wrecking  the 
remainder.  The  report  of  the  board  will  be  speedily  forwarded. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


OEDER  OF   BATTLE. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tohk,  Ist  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  JuneZ,  1898. 

The  fleet  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  be  organized  during  the  operations  against 
that  port  and  the  Spanish  squadron,  as  follows : 

First  Squadron  (under  the  personal  command  of  the  commander  in  chief) — New 
York,  Iowa,  Oregon,  New  Orleans,  Mayflower,  Porter. 

Second  Squadron  (Commodore  Schley) — BrooMyn,  Massachusetts,  Texas,  Marblehead, 
Vixen. 

Vessels  joining  subsequently  will  be  assigned  by  the  commander  in  chief.  The 
vessels  will  blockade  Santiago  de  Cuba  closely,  keeping  about  6  miles  from  the 
Morro  in  the  daytime  and  closing  in  at  night,  the  lighter  vessels  well  inshore.  The 
first  squadron  will  blockade  on  the  east  side  of  the  port,  and  the  second  squadron 
on  the  west  side.  If  the  enemy  tries  to  escape  the  ships  must  close  and  engage  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  endeavor  to  sink  his  vessels  or  force  them  to  run  ashore  in  the 
channel.  It  is  not  considered  that  the  shore  batteries  are  of  sufficient  power  to  do 
any  material  injury  to  battle  ships. 

In  smooth  weather  the  vessels  will  coal  on  station.  If  withdrawn  to  coal  else- 
where or  for  other  duty,  the  blockading  vessels  on  either  side  will  cover  the  angle 
thus  left  vacant. 


ORDER  OF   BATTLE, 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  i,  1898. 
The  Texai,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  the  Oregon  will  take  positions  4,000  yards  from 
Estrella  Point  and  opposite  the  entrance  to  the  port  of  Santiago  in  the  order  named, 
from  west  to  east,  in  such  position  as  to  be  able  to  observe  the  wreck  of  the  Merri- 
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mac,  and  will  fire  upon  any  parties  which  may  be  seen  working  abont  it.     If  fire  be 
opened  by  the  batteries  it  will  be  returned  and  an  endeavor  made  to  destroy  them. 

The  senior  officer  of  the  above-named  ships  will  have  charge  of  carrying  out  these 
instructions. 

In  case  of  opening  fire  upon  the  batteries,  the  Brooklyn,  Marblehead,  and  the  Vixen 
will  take  an  enfilading  position  4,000  yards  to  the  westward  of  the  entrance  and 
well  inshore,  and  the  New  York,  New  Orleans,  and  the  Yankee  a  similar  position  to 
the  eastward,  and  will  engage  the  batteries  at  the  same  time  with  the  battle  ships. 

Firing  directly  upon  Morro  Castle  will  be  avoided,  as  our  men  from  the  Merrimae 
are  conhned  there. 

The  battle  ships  will  take  the  above  positions  when  signaled  to  do  so  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  will  occupy  them  until  signaled  to  withdraw,  when 
blockading  stations  will  be  resumed. 

The  following  signals  will  be  provisionally  employed: 

18:  "Battle  ships  take  positions  assigned  above." 

19:  "Battle  ships  withdraw  and  resume  blockading  station." 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear- Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Commanding  Officke. 


[Memorandum  No.  11.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  189S. 
Sir:  a  steam  launch  will  be  supplied  for  picket  duty  this  evening  by  each  of  the 
following  ships:  Maseaehusetts,  Oregon,  New  York. 

Each  launch  will  be  supplied  with  its  1-pounder  gun,  a  crew  of  4  marines  and  the 
boat's  crew,  and  an  officer  in  charge. 
The  launches  will  report  alongside  the  flagship  at  7.30  p.  m. 

Very's  signals  will  be  supplied,  and  one  white  lantern  arranged  so  that  it  can  be 
quickly  covered  and  uncovered. 

The  night  signal  of  the  launch  will  be  a  white  light  shown  three  times  in  suc- 
cession by  uncovering  and  covering  this  light. 
On  sighting  the  enemy,  they  will  fire  the  usual  Very's  signals  prescribed. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Office  i!, 

V.  S.  S.  . 


[Memorandnm  No.  13.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  7,  1898. 

After  careful  consideration  of  the  various  schemes  of  maintaining  an  effective 
blockade  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  at  night  which  have  been  advanced,  I  have  decided 
upon  the  following,  which  will  be  maintained  until  further  orders : 

The  weather  permitting,  three  picket  launches,  detailed  from  the  ships  of  the 
squadron  each  evening,  will  occupy  positions  1  mile  from  the  Morro,  one  to  the  east- 
ward, one  to  the  westward,  and  one  south  of  the  harbor  entrance.  On  a  circle  drawn 
with  a  radius  of  2  miles  from  the  Morro  will  be  stationed  three  vessels — the  Vixen  to 
the  westward,  from  one-half  mile  to  1  mile  from  the  shore,  tlie  Suwanee  south  of 
Morro,  and  the  Dolphin  to  the  eastward,  between  one-half  mile  and  1  mile  from  the 
shore.  The  remaining  vessels  will  retain  the  positions  already  occupied;  but  they 
will  take  especial  care  to  keep  within  a  4-mile  circle. 

All  vessels  may  turn  their  engines  whenever  desirable,  to  keep  them  in  readiuess 
for  immediate  use,  and  while  so  doing  may  turn  in  a  small  circle,  but  without  losing 
proper  bearing  or  distance. 

The  signal  for  an  enemy  will  be  two  red  Very  lights  fired  in  rapid  succession.  If 
the  enemy  is  a  torpedo  b  )at,  these  two  red  lights  will  be  followed  by  a  green  light. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  close  blockade  of  this  port 

especially  at  night  and  in  bad  weather.     In  the  daytime,  if  clear,  the  distance  shall 
not  be  greater  than  6  miles;  at  night,  or  in  tliick  weather,  not  more  than  4  miles. 
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The  end  to  be  attained  justifies  the  risk  of  torpedo  attack,  and  that  risk  must  be 
taken.    The  escape  of  the  Spanish  vessels  at  this  juncture  would  be  a  serious  blow 
to  our  prestige  and  to  a  speedy  end  of  the  war. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  provisional  signals  established  by  General  Order  No.  9. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Memorandnm  No.  14.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  8,  1898. 

Dnring  the  dark  honrs  of  the  night  search  lights  will  be  used  as  follows : 

The  Iowa,  Oregon,  and  the  Massaohueetta  will  take  turns  of  two  hours  each — i.  e., 
from  dark  to  8  p.  m.,  from  8  p.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  etc. — in  keeping  one  search  light  directly 
on  the  harbor  entrance,  maintaining  carefully  during  that  time  their  blockading 
positions.  Shonld  a  vessel's  lights  fail,  the  next  in  order  will  at  once  take  up  the 
duty. 

The  picket  launch  and  vidette  stationed  south  of  the  Morro  will  move  to  one 
side  or  the  other  suflciently  to  get  clear  of  the  beam  of  light. 

The  vessels  on  each  flank — the  Brooklyn  and  the  Texas  on  the  western  side,  the 
New  York  and  New  Orleans  on  the  eastern  side — will  take  two-hour  turns  in  using  one 
search  light  from  time  to  time  on  the  coast  line,  swinging  it  toward  the  Morro,  but 
avoiding  the  illumination  of  the  flanking  videttes  on  the  inside  line.  The  light 
should  never  be  turned  off  more  than  five  minutes  at  a  time.  From  time  to  time 
the  horizon  outside  will  be  swept. 

Attention  is  called  to  bad  and  careless  handling  of  search  lights.  Last  night  some 
of  the  lights  were  kept  high  in  the  air,  and  were  again  swept  rapidly  from  side  to 
Bide.     Under  such  circumstances  a  search  light  is  worse  than  useless. 

The  beams  must  be  directed  to  the  horizon,  and  must  be  moved  very  steadily  and 
slowly.  Not  less  than  three  minutes  should  be  employed  in  sweeping  through  an 
arc  of  90  degrees. 

The  best  way  to  discover  a  torpedo  boat  is  by  its  smoike,  and  even  this  will  not  be 
seen  unless  the  light  is  very  well  handled. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Sear-Admiral,  United  States  Nary, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Memorandam  Ko.  16.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  11,  1898. 
Until  further  orders  the  battle  ships  Iowa,  Oregon,  and  the  Massachusetts  will 
employ  their  search  lights  in  the  manner  so  successfully  employed  during  the  last 
two  nights.  Care  will  be  taken,  however,  to  go  in  close  enough  to  make  the  light 
wholly  effective  for  the  purpose  desired.  The  picket  boats  report  that  the  lights  at 
times  are  too  weak,  because  of  the  distance  of  the  ships.  The  lights  will  be  employed 
from  7.30  till  daylight,  as  follows : 

The  sequence  of  ships  will  be  the  Iowa,  Oregon,  Massachusetts.  To-night,  June  II, 
the  Massachusetts  will  begin  at  7.30  and  continue  until  9.30,  the  Iowa  from  9.30  to 
11.30,  the  Oregon  from  11.30  to  1.30,  the  Massachusetts  from  1.30  to  3.30  and  the  Iowa 
from  3.30  to  daylight. 

On  June  12  the  Iowa  will  begin  at  7.30;  on  June  13  the  Oregon;  on  June  14  the 
Massachusetts  again,  and  so  on. 

The  vessels  using  the  lights  shall  keep  the  entrance  of  this  harbor  bearing  north  by 
east.    The  instructions  of  my  memorandum  No.  15,  of  June  10, 1898,  will  be  followed. 
Regard  must  be  had  for  the  state  of  the  atmosphere.     If  it  is  hazy,  au  effective 
illumination  of  the  harbor  entrance  will  require  a  closer  approach. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bea/r-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  8.  S.  . 
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[Memorandnm  ISo.  17.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eats, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  11, 1898. 
Sir:  When  on  the  blockade,  vessels  -will,  unless  for  some  special  temporary  reason 
for  the  contrary,  habitually  head  toward  the  land,  instead  of  away  from  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

^  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  iro  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantio  Station. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  . 


[Memorandnm  "No.  18.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Bate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  IS,  1898. 
Sir  :  While  blockading  the  Spanish  fleet  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  vessels  will  here- 
after maintain  a  blockading  distance  of  4  miles  during  the  daytime. 

This  distance  -will  not  be  exceeded  except  by  permission  or  under  special  circnm- 
stances. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantio  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  . 


[Memorandum  No.  20.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  15,  1898. 
Sir:  The  commander  in  chief  desires  again  to  call  the  attention  of  commanding 
officers  to  the  positions  occupied  by  the  blockading  fleet,  especially  during  the  day- 
time, and  it  is  now  directed  that  all  ships  keep  within  a  distance  of  the  entrance  to 
Santiago  of  4  miles,  and  this  distance  must  not  be  exceeded. 

If  the  vessel  is  coaling  or  is  otherwise  restricted  in  her  movements,  she  must 
nevertheless  keep  within  this  distance. 

If  at  any  time  the  flagship  makes  signal  which  is  not  visible  to  any  vessel,  snoh 
vessel  must  at  once  approach  the  flagship  or  repeating  vessel  to  a  point  where  she 
can  read  the  signal. 

Disregard  of  the  directions  which  have  already  been  given  on  this  head  has  led 
to  endless  confusion.    Many  times  during  the  day  the  fleet  is  so  scattered  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  possible  for  the  enemy  to  come  out  of  the  harbor  and  meet  with 
very  little  opposition. 
The  commander  in  chief  hopes  that  strict  attention  will  be  given  this  order. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantio  Station. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  S.  S.  . 


order  of  battle. 

U.  8.  Flagship  New  York, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  15,  1898. 

An  examination  indicates  that  the  Spaniards  have  been  adding  to  the  defenses  to 
the  east  and  west  of  the  entrance.  Apparently  there  are  mounted  on  the  left  of  the 
western  battery  two  ship's  guns,  and  on  the  right  hand  of  the  same  battery  two  or 
three  old  guns.  On  the  eastern  battery,  to  the  right  of  the  light-houso,  are  mounted 
three  old  guns  and  possibly  several  smaller  rapid-fire  guns. 

The  squadron  will  be  prepared  to-morrow  morning  at  early  daylight  to  shell  both 
of  these  batteries. 

There  will  be  no  special  formation  for  this  purpose,  but  vessels  will,  at  early 
dawn,  carefully  adjust  their  positions  and  blockading  distances  of  3  miles  and  go 
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quietly  to  general  quarters,  the  men  having  been  called  early  enough  to  have  had 
their  early  coifee.  The  Neui  York  and  the  New  Orleans  will  exchange  blockading 
positions. 

When  signal  18  is  made  vessels  will  move  toward  the  harbor  entrance  at  a  speed 
of  5  knots.  Arrived  at  a  distance  of  3,000  yards,  each  ship  will  stop  and  turn  to 
present  her  broadside,  the  Ne/w  York,  New  Orleans,  Oregon,  and  Iowa  turning  with 
port  helm,  and  the  Brooklyn,  Texas,  and  the  Massachusetts  with  starboard  helm.  This 
stopping  and  turning  will  be  done  without  signal,  but  all  vessels  should  endeavor 
to  arrive  on  the  firing  line  at  the  same  moment.  After  turning,  distance  should  be 
closed  to  400  yards,  using  the  engines  again  if  needed.  The  vessels  will  retain  the 
positions  thus  taken  as  nearly  as  possible,  moving  in  closer,  if  necessary,  in  order 
to  see  their  targets  and  render  their  fire  effective. 

On  si^al  from  the  commander  in  chief  all  vessels  will  open  fire,  or  fire  will  be 
opened  m  case  the  enemy  begins. 

Bearings  will  be  taken  carefully  and  distances  obtained  with  all  practicable 
accuracy. 

The  Vixen  will  take  position  inshore  on  the  western  side  and  the  Scorpion  on  the 
eastern  side,  and  look  out  for  the  musketry  fire  from  shore.  They  will  be  slightly 
outside  the  fiank  ship  and  where  they  can  enfilade  any  infantry  fire  directed  upon 
the  ships. 

The  fire  will  be  deliberate,  and,  after  the  batteries  are  silenced,  will  be  carefully 
directed  to  their  destruction.  Ammunition  will  not  be  thrown  away.  Careful 
instructions  will  be  given  to  gun  captains  not  to  fire  unless  they  can  see  their  mark, 
which  in  this  case  will  be  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  Vesuvius  and  the  Porter  will  remain  on  the  east  side,  out  of  range  of  the 
batteries. 

At  signal  19  the  vessels  will  resume  their  day  blockading  stations. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Commanding  Oiticbr, 

U.  S.  S. . 

order  of  battle. 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  8.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Bate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cula,  June  SI,  1898. 

The  Army  corps  will  land  to-morrow  morning,  the  entire  force  landing  at  Daiquiri. 
The  landing  wiU  begin  at  daylight,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable.  General 
Castillo,  with  1,000  men  coming  from  the  eastward  of  Daiquiri,  will  assist  in  clearing 
the  way  for  an  unopposed  landing,  by  flanking  out  the  Spanish  forces  at  that  point. 

Simultaneously  with  the  shelling  of  the  beach  and  blockhouses  at  Daiquiri,  the 
Ensenada  de  los  Altares  and  Aguadores,  both  to  the  eastward  of  Santiago,  and  the 
small  bay  of  Cabanas,  about  2}  miles  to  the  westward  of  Santiago,  will  be  shelled  by 
the  ships  stationed  there  for  that  purpose. 

A  feint  in  force  of  landing  at  Cabanas  will  be  made,  about  ten  of  the  transports, 
the  last  to  disembark  their  forces  at  Daiquiri,  remaining  during  the  day  or  greater 
part  of  the  day,  about  2  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cabanas,  lowering  boats,  and 
making  apparent  preparations  for  disembarking  a  large  body  of  troops ;  at  the  same 
time  General  Rabi,  with  500  Cuban  troops,  will  make  a  demonstration  on  the  west 
side  of  Cabanas. 

The  following  vessels  are  assigned  to  bombard  the  four  points  mentioned  above: 

At  Cabanas,  the  Scorpion,  Vixen,  and  Texat. 

At  Aguadores,  the  Eagle  and  Gloucester. 

At  Ensenada  de  los  Altares,  the  Hornet,  Helena,  and  Bancroft. 

At  Daiquiri,  the  Detroit,  Castine,  Wasp,  and  New  Orleans,  the  Detroit  and  Castine  on 
the  western  flank,  the  Wasp  and  New  Orleans  on  the  eastern  flank.  All  the  vessels 
named  wiU  be  in  their  position  at  daylight. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  to  avoid  the  wasteful  expenditure  of  ammunition.  The 
firing  at  Daiquiri  will  begin  on  signal  from  the  New  Orleans. 

At  Cabanas  it  is  probable  that,  after  a  few  minutes,  unless  the  firing  is  returned, 
occasional  dropping  shots  from  the  smaller  vessels  will  be  sufficient,  but  the  sem- 
blance of  covering  a  landing  should  be  maintained,  the  ships  keeping  close  in. 

At  Aguadores  and  Ensenada  de  los  Altares  the  same  rule  should  prevail.  At  Dai- 
qniri,  the  point  of  actual  landing,  vessels  will  of  course  use  their  artillery  until  they 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  landing  is  clear.  They  will  take  care  to  make  the  firing 
deliberate  and  effective.  As  General  Castillo's  column,  approaching  from  the  east- 
ward, is  likely  to  come  within  range  of  the  guns,  sharp-eyed  qnartermasters  with 


516  BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION. 

good  glasses  will  be  stationed  to  look  out  for  the  Cuban  flag,  and  care  will  be  taken 
not  to  direct  the  fire  toward  any  point  where  that  flag  is  shown. 

The  Texas  and  BrooMyn  will  exchange  blockading  stations,  the  Texas  going  inside 
to  be  near  Cabanas.  The  Brooklyn,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  and  Oregon  wiU  retain  their 
blockading  positions,  and  will  keep  a  vigilant  watch  on  the  harbor  mouth.  The 
Indiana  will  take  the  New  Orleans'  position  in  the  blockading  line  east  of  Santiago, 
and  between  the  flagship  New  York  and  the  shore.  This  is  only  a  temporary  assign- 
ment for  the  Indiana,  to  strengthen  the  blockading  line  during  the  landing,  and 
avoid  any  possibility  of  the  ememy's  breaking  through  should  he  attempt  to  get  out 
of  the  port. 

The  Suwanee,  Osceola,  and  Wompatnck  will  be  prepared  to  tow  boats.  Each  will 
be  provided  with  two  5  or  6  inch  lines,  one  on  each  quarter,  each  long  enough  to 
take  in  tow  a  dozen  or  more  boats. 

These  vessels  will  report  at  the  New  York  at  3  a.  m.  on  June  22,  prepared  to  take 
in  tow  the  ships'  boats  which  are  to  assist  In  the  landing  of  troops  and  convey  them 
to  Daiquiri. 

The  Texas,  Brooklyn,  Massachusetts,  Iowa,  Oregon,  New  York,  and  Indiana  will  send 
all  their  steam  cutters  and  all  their  pulling  boats,  with  the  exception  of  one  retained 
on  board  each  ship,  to  assist  in  the  landing.  These  boats  will  report  at  the  New 
York  at  3  a.  m. 

Each  whaleboat  and  cutter  will  have  three  men;  each  launch,  five  men,  and  each 
steam  cutter  its  full  crew  and  an  officer  for  their  own  management.  In  addition  to 
these  men,  each  boat  will  carry  five  men,  including  one  capable  of  acting  as  cock- 
swain to  manage  and  direct  the  transports'  boats.  Each  steam  launch  wUl  be  in 
charge  of  an  officer,  who  wUl  report  to  Captain  Goodrich.  Care  will  be  taken  in  the 
selection  of  boat  keepers  and  cockswains,  to  take  no  men  who  are  gun  pointers,  or 
who  occupy  positions  of  special  importance  at  the  battery. 

Unnecessary  oars  and  impediments  should  be  removed  from  the  pulling  boats,  for 
the  greater  convenience  of  the  transportation  of  troops,  but  each  boat  should  retain 
its  anchor  and  chain. 

Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich,  commanding  the  St.  Louis,  will  have,  on  the  part  of  the 
Navy,  general  charge  of  the  landing. 

The  New  Orleans  will  send  her  boats  to  report  to  Captain  Goodrich  upon  her  arrival 
at  Daiquiri. 

The  attention  of  commanding  officers  of  all  vessels  engaged  in  blockading  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  is  earnestly  called  to  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  vigilance  from  this 
time  forward,  both  as  to  maintaining  stations  and  readiness  for  action,  and  as  to 
keeping  a  close  watch  upon  the  harbor  mouth.  If  the  Spanish  admiral  ever  intends 
to  attempt  to  escape  that  attempt  will  be  made  soon. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


Natifical  Uile^ 


Chart  showing  positions  of  United  States  ships  at  the  time  the  Spanish  ships  started  from  Santiago 
Harbor,  J  uly  3,  1898.    Also  positions  of  Spanish  ships  on  the  beach  after  the  action. 

No.  217.]  TJ.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  17, 1898. 
Sie:  I  forward  herewith  copy  of  Squadron  General  Order  No.  9,  of 
June  7, 1898,  to  accompany  my  report  No.  212  of  the  engagement  with 
Cervera's  fleet  on  July  3, 1898. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Sboebtaet  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 
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[Squadron  General  Order  Ko.  9.1 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  Ist  Eatb, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  June  7,  1898. 
Tlie  following  signals  will  be  provisionally  employed : 
Enemy's  ships  escaping — number  by  numeral  signal  follows. 
Enemy's  ships  escaping  to  eastward — number  by  numeral  signal  follows. 
Enemy's  ships  escaping  to  westward — number  by  numeral  signal  follows. 
Enemy's  torpedo  boats  escaping  or  coming  out — number  by  numeral  signal  follows. 
Enemy's  torpedo  boats  escaping  or  coming  out  to  eastward — number  by  numeral 
signal  follows. 

Enemy's  torpedo  boats  escaping  or  coming  out  to  westward — number  by  numeral 
signal  follows. 
General  chase — direction  given  by  compass  signal. 
Eastern  squadron  chase — direction  given  by  compass  signal. 
Western  squadron  chase — direction  given  by  compass  signal. 

Vessels  indicated  will  not  j  oin  in  chase,  but  will  close  in  and  guard  harbor  entrance. 
Close  in  toward  harbor  entrance  and  attack  vessels. 

N.  B. — All  officers  will  familiarize  themselves  with  the  "chase"  signals  in  the 
general  signal  book. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  AUcmtio  Station. 


131408. 

[Keport  of  ODgagement  with  Spanish  sqnadron.} 

NoETH  Atlantic  Fleet,  Second  Squadron, 

U.  S.  Flagship  Broobxyn, 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  6,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  that  part  of 
the  squadron  under  your  command  whicli  came  under  my  observation 
during  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  fleet  on  July  3, 1898. 

At  9.35  a.  m.  Admiral  (Jervera,  with  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  Vis- 
caya,  Oquendo,  Cristobal  Colon,  and  two  torpedo  boat  destroyers,  came 
out  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  in  column  at  distance  and 
attempted  to  escape  to  the  westward.  Signal  was  made  from  the  Iowa 
that  the  enemy  was  coming  out,  but  his  movement  had  been  discovered 
from  this  ship  at  the  same  moment.  This  vessel  was  the  farthest  west, 
except  the  Vixen,  in  the  blockading  line.  Signal  was  made  to  the 
western  division,  as  prescribed  in  your  general  orders,  and  there  was 
immediate  and  rapid  movement  inward  by  your  squadron  and  a  general 
engagement  at  ranges  beginning  at  1,100  yards  and  varying  to  3,000 
[yards]  until  the  Vizoaya  was  destroyed,  about  10.50  a.  m.  The  concen- 
tration of  the  flre  of  the  squadron  upon  the  ships  coming  out  was  most 
furious  and  terrific,  and  great  damage  was  done  them. 

About  twenty  or  twenty-five  minutes  after  the  engagement  began 
two  vesssls,  thought  to  be  the  Teresa  and  Oquendo,  and  since  verified 
as  such,  took  fire  from  the  effective  shell  fire  of  the  squadron  and  were 
forced  to  run  on  the  beach  some  6  or  7  miles  west  of  the  harbor  entrance, 
where  they  burned  and  blew  up  later.  The  torpedo  boat  destroyers 
were  destroyed  early  in  the  action,  but  the  smoke  was  so  dense  in  their 
direction  that  I  can  not  say  to  which  vessel  or  vessels  the  credit 
belongs.    This,  doubtless,  was  better  seen  from  your  flagship. 

The  Vizcaya  and  Colon,  perceiving  the  disaster  to  their  consorts,  con- 
tinued at  full  speed  to  the  westward  to  escape  and  were  followed  and 
engaged  in  a  running  fight  with  the  BrooMyn,  Texas,  Iowa,  and  Oregon 
until  10.50,  when  the  Vizcaya  took  flre  from  our  shells.    She  put  her 
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helm  to  port  and,  with  a  heavy  list  to  port,  stood  in  shore  and  ran 
aground  at  Asseraderos,  about  21  miles  west  of  Santiago,  en  fire  fore 
and  aft,  and  where  she  blew  up  during  the  night.  Observing  that  she 
had  struck  her  colors,  and  that  several  vessels  were  nearing  her  to 
capture  and  save  her  crew,  signal  was  made  to  cease  firing.  The 
Oregon  having  proved  vastly  faster  than  the  other  battleships,  she  and 
the  Brooklyn,  together  with  the  Texas  and  another  vessel  which  proved 
to  be  your  flagship,  continued  westward  in  pursuit  of  the  Galon,  which 
had  run  close  in  shore,  evidently  seeking  some  good  spot  to  beach  if 
she  should  fail  to  elude  her  pursuers. 

This  pursuit  continued  with  increasing  speed  in  the  BrooMyn,  Oregon, 
and  other  ships,  and  soon  the  BrooMyn  and  Oregon  were  within  long 
range  of  the  Colon,  when  the  Oregon  opened  fire  with  her  13-inch  guns, 
landing  a  shell  close  to  the  Colon.  A  moment  afterwards  the  BrooMyn 
opened  fire  with  her  8-inch  guns,  landing  a  shell  just  ahead  of  her. 
Several  other  shells  were  fired  at  the  Colon,  now  in  range  of  the  Brook- 
lyn's and  Oregon^s  guns.  Her  commander,  seeing  all  chances  of  escape 
cut  off,  and  destruction  awaiting  his  ship,  fired  a  lee  gun  and  struck 
her  flag  at  1.15  p.  m.,  and  ran  ashore  at  a  point  some  60  miles  west  of 
Santiago  Harbor.  Your  flagship  was  coming  up  rapidly  at  the  time, 
as  was  also  the  Texas  and  Vixen.  A  little  later,  after  your  arrival,  the 
Cristobal  Colon,  which  had  struck  to  the  Brooklyn  and  the  Oregon,  was 
turned  over  to  you  as  one  of  the  trophies  of  this  great  victory  of  the 
squadron  under  your  command. 

During  my  official  visit,  a  little  later,  Commander  Eaton,  of  the  Reso- 
lute, appeared  and  reported  to  you  the  presence  of  a  Spanish  battle 
ship  near  Altares.  Your  orders  to  me  were  to  take  the  Oregon  and  go 
eastward  to  meet  her,  and  this  was  done  by  the  Brooklyn,  with  the 
result  that  the  vessel  reported  as  an  enemy  was  discovered  to  be  the 
Austrian  cruiser  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  seeking  the  commander  in  chief. 

I  would  mention,  for  your  consideration,  that  the  Brooklyn  occupied 
the  most  westward  blockading  position,  with  the  Vixen,  and,  being 
more  directly  in  the  route  taken  by  the  Spanish  squadron,  was  exposed 
for  some  minutes,  possibly  ten,  to  the  gun  fire  of  three  of  the  Spanish 
ships  and  the  west  battery,  at  a  range  of  1,500  yards  from  the  ships  and 
about  3,000  yards  from  the  batteries,  but  the  vessels  of  the  entire 
squadron,  closing  in  rapidly,  soon  diverted  this  fire  and  did  magnificent 
work  at  close  range.  I  have  never  before  witnessed  such  deadly  and 
fatally  accurate  shooting  as  was  done  by  the  ships  of  your  command  as 
they  closed  in  on  the  Spanish  squadron,  and  I  deem  it  a  high  privilege 
to  commend  to  you,  for  such  action  as  you  may  deem  proper,  the 
gallantry  and  dashing  courage,  the  prompt  decision,  and  the  skillful 
handling  of  their  respective  vessels  of  Captain  Philip,  Captain  Evans, 
Captain  Clark,  and  especially  of  my  chief  of  staft'.  Captain  Cook,  who 
was  directly  under  my  personal  observation  and  whose  coolness, 
promptness,  and  courage  were  of  the  highest  order.  The  dense  smoke 
of  the  combat  shut  out  from  my  view  the  Indiana  and  the  Gloucester, 
but,  as  these  vessels  were  closer  to  your  flagship,  no  doubt  their  part  in 
the  conflict  was  under  your  immediate  observation. 

Lieutenant  Sharp,  commanding  the  Vixen,  acted  with  conspicuous 
courage;  although  unable  to  engage  the  heavier  ships  of  the  enemy 
with  his  light  guns,  nevertheless  was  close  in  to  the  battle  line  under 
heavy  fire,  and  many  of  the  enemy's  shot  passed  beyond  his  vessel. 

I  beg  to  invite  special  attention  to  the  conduct  of  my  flag  lieutenant 
James  H.  Sears,  and  Ensign  Edward  McCauley,  jr.,  aid,  who  were  con- 
stantly at  my  side  during  the  engagement  and  who  exposed  themselves 
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fearlessly  in  discharging  their  duties;  and  also  to  the  splendid  behavior 
of  my  secretary,  Lieut.  B.  W.  Wells,  jr.,  who  commanded  and  directed 
the  fighting  of  the  fourth  division  with  splendid  effect. 

I  would  commend  the  highly  meritorious  conduct  and  courage  in  the 
engagement  of  Lieut.  Commander  N".  E.  Mason,  the  executive  ofBcer, 
whose  presence  everywhere  over  the  ship  during  its  continuance  did 
much  to  secure  the  good  result  of  this  ship's  part  in  the  victory. 

The  navigator,  Lieut.  A.  O.  Hodgson,  and  the  division  oflicers,  Lieut. 
T.  D.  Griffin,  Lieut.  W.  E.  Eush,  Lieut.  Edward  Simpson,  Lieut.  J.  G. 
Doyle,  Ensign  Charles  Webster,  and  the  junior  divisional  officers  were 
most  steady  and  conspicuous  in  every  detail  of  duty  contributing  to 
the  accurate  firing  of  this  ship  in  her  part  of  the  great  victory  of  your 
forces. 

The  officers  of  the  Medical,  Pay,  Engineer,  and  Marine  Corps  re- 
sponded to  every  demand  of  the  occasion,  and  were  fearless  in  expos- 
ing themselves.  The  warrant  officers.  Boatswain  William  L.  Hill,  Car- 
penter G.  H.  Warford,  and  Gunner  F.  T.  Applegate,  were  everywhere 
exposed,  in  watching  for  damage,  reports  of  which  were  promptly  con- 
veyed to  me. 

I  have  never  in  my  life  served  with  a  braver,  better,  or  worthier  crew 
than  that  of  the  BrooMyn,  During  the  combat,  lasting  from  9.35  until 
1.15  p.  m.,  much  of  the  time  under  fire,  they  never  flagged  for  a  moment, 
and  were  apparently  undisturbed  by  the  storm  of  projectiles  passing 
ahead,  astern,  and  over  the  ship. 

The  result  of  the  engagement  was  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish 
squadron  and  the  capture  of  the  admiral  and  some  thirteen  to  fifteen 
hundred  prisoners,  with  the  loss  of  several  hundred  killed,  estimated 
by  Admiral  Cervera  at  600  men. 

The  casualties  on  board  this  ship  were:  G.  H.  Ellis,  chief  yeoman, 
killed;  J.  Burns,  fireman,  first  class,  severely  wounded.  The  marks 
and  scars  show  that  the  ship  was  struck  about  twenty-five  times,  and 
she  bears  in  all  forty-one  scars  as  the  result  of  her  participation  in  the 
great  victory  of  your  force  on  July  3, 1898.  The  speed-cone  halyards 
were  shot  away,  and  nearly  all  the  signal  halyards.  The  ensign  at  the 
main  was  so  shattered  that  in  hauling  it  down  at  the  close  of  the  action 
it  fell  in  pieces. 

I  congratulate  you  most  sincerely  upon  this  great  victory  to  the 
squadron  under  your  command,  and  I  am  glad  that  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  contribute  in  the  least  to  a  victory  that  seems  big  enough  for 
all  of  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  report  of  the  commanding 
officer,  and  a  drawing,  in  profile,  of  the  ship,  showing  the  location  of  hits 
and  scars,  also  a  memorandum  of  the  ammunition  expended  and  the 
amount  to  fill  her  allowance. 

Since  reaching  this  place  and  holding  conversation  with  several  of 
the  captains,  viz.  Captain  Eulate,  of  the  Vizcaya,  and  the  second  in 
command  of  the  Colon,  Commander  Contreras,  I  have  learned  that  the 
Spanish  admiral's  scheme  was  to  concentrate  all  fire  for  awhile  on  the 
BrooMyn  and  the  Yizcaya  to  ram  her,  in  hopes  that  if  they  could  destroy 
her  the  chance  of  escape  would  be  increased,  as  it  was  supposed  she 
was  the  swiftest  ship  of  your  squadron.  This  explains  the  heavy  fire 
mentioned  and  the  Vizcayah  action  in  the  earlier  moments  of  the  engage- 
ment. The  execution  of  this  purpose  was  promptly  defeatod  by  the  fact 
that  all  the  ships  of  the  squadron  advanced  into  close  range  and  opened 
an  irresistibly  furious  and  terrific  fire  upon  the  enemy's  squadron  as  it 
was  coming  out  of  the  harbor. 
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1  am  glad  to  say  that  the  injury  supposed  to  be  below  the  water  line 
was  due  to  a  water  valve  being  opened  from  some  unknown  cause  and 
flooding  the  compartment.  The  injury  to  the  belt  is  found  to  be  only 
slight  and  the  leak  small. 

1  beg  to  inclose  a  list  of  the  officers  and  crew  who  participated  in  the 
combat  of  July  3,  1898. 

I  can  not  close  this  report  witjiout  mentioning  in  high  terms  of  praise 
the  splendid  conduct  and  support  of  Oapt.  O.  E.  Clark,  of  the  Oregon. 
Her  speed  was  wonderful  and  her  accurate  fire  splendidly  destructive. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W,  S.  Schley, 
Commodore,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  Second  Squadron,  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 

The  OoMMANDEE  IN  Ohiep  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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{New  York:  Report  of  engagement  with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3,  1898.] 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  Tore,  1st  Bate, 

Playa  del  Mte,  July  4, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  yesterday  during  and  following  the  sortie 
of  Admiral  Cervera's  squadron. 

The  ship  had  started  at  8.50  for  the  army  landing  at  Siboney,  the 
commander  in  chief  having  an  appointment  with  the  general  com- 
manding the  army.  A  few  minutes  after  the  crew  had  been  called  to 
quarters  for  Sunday  inspection,  firing  was  heard  and  a  ship  was  seen 
leaving  the  harbor  entrance;  the  helm  was  at  once  put  over,  the  crew 
called  to  general  quarters,  signal  "  Close  in  toward  harbor  entrance  and 
attack  vessels "  made,  orders  given  to  spread  all  fires,  and  the  ship 
headed  back  for  the  enemy,  whose  ships  were  seen  successively  coming 
out  at  a  high  speed.  The  flagship  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  was  first,  then 
another  armored  cruiser  of  the  same  class  (which  turned  out  to  be  the 
Yizcaya),  followed  by  the  Cristobal  Colon,  an  armored  cruiser  {Oquendo), 
and  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers  Furor  and  Pluton. 

The  nearer  ships  had  immediately  engaged,  and  by  the  time  we  were 
off  the  entrance  one,  the  flagship,  was  already  afire  and  was  soon  ashore. 
The  Indiana  and  Gloucester  were  actively  engaged  with  the  torpedo 
boats.  This  ship  fired  some  4-inch  shell  at  the  one  nearer  the  port  toward 
which  she  was  headed  and  seemed  attempting  to  return,  but  she  was 
already  practically  out  of  the  fight.  The  boiler  of  the  more  advanced  one 
had  blown  up,  showing  a  vast  column  of  condensed  steam.  During  this 
time  the  batteries,  whose  line  of  fire  we  had  crossed  close  to,  repeatedly 
fired  upon  us,  but  without  effect.  No  return  was  made  to  this  fire.  A 
shell  from  the  west  battery  fell  within  200  yards  of  the  ship  when  we 
were  over  4  miles  to  the  westward  and  we  had  thought  ourselves 
entirely  out  of  range.  This  ship  stood  on,  leaving  the  Gloucester  which 
had  shown  herself  so  capable,  to  look  after  the  survivors  in  the  torpedo 
boats.  By  this  time  a  second  cruiser  was  ashore  and  burning  (the 
Almirante  Oquendo),  while  the  third,  the  Vizcaya,  and  the  Cristobal 
Colon  were  still  steaming  rapidly  westward.  The  Indiana  was  now 
signaled  (11.26  a.  m.)  to  return  to  the  blockading  position  to  look  after 
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anythiug  which  might  be  there.  Very  shortly  the  Vizcaya  turned  shore- 
ward, smoke  began  to  issue  from  her  afterpart,  and  by  the  time  that 
she  was  ashore  on  the  reef  at  Acerraderos  (15  miles  west  of  Santiago) 
she  was  ablaze.  The  Iowa  had  signaled  a  little  before  that  she  had 
surrendered,  and  stopped  off  this  place,  where  she  gave  much  assistance 
in  the  rescue" of  the  Vizcayah  people. 

This  ship  stood  on  in  chase  of  the  Cristobal  Colon,  with  ahead  of  us 
the  Brooklyn,  Oregon,  Texas,  and  Vixen,  the  Oregon  being  much  nearer 
in  shore  of  the  two  headmost  ships,  but  not  in  gunshot.  We  were  rapidly 
increasing  our  speed. 

It  was  evident,  however,  that  the  Colon  would  give  us  a  lengthy 
chase,  and  at  noon  the  crew  left  quarters  and  went  to  dinner. 

About  12.50  the  Oregon  opened  fire,  and  some  of  her  shell  were 
observed  to  strike  beyond  the  Colon.  This  made  her  capture  a  fore- 
gone conclusion,  and  shortly  after  1  o'clock  she  turned  in  toward  shore 
and  soon  struck  her  colors.  She  had  been  beached  at  a  small  inlet 
known  as  Eio  Torquino.  By  the  time  we  arrived  a  boat  was  along- 
side her  from  the  BrooMyn,  and  Captain  Cook,  the  boarding  oflBcer, 
came  alongside  this  and  reported.  This  ship  then  sent  a  boat  to  take 
possession,  the  commanding  officer  going  in  the  boat.  I  was  received 
by  the  commodore  of  the  squadron,  the  captain,  Oapt.  de  Navio  Don 
Emilio  Moreu  and  Capt.  de  Navio,  of  the  first  class,  Don  Jos6  de 
Paredes  y  Chacon  (which  latter  had  been  civil  governor  of  Santiago 
and  had  only  just  been  attached  to  the  squadron).  I  arranged  for  the 
transfer  of  the  crew  and  officers,  a  division  to  each  ship  present  and 
the  engineer  force  to  be  left  aboard.  While  aboard,  however,  the 
Resolute  arrived  and  it  was  arranged  to  transfer  the  whole  number 
to  her. 

I  had  taken  with  me  the  fleet  surgeon,  an  engineer  officer,  and  the 
carpenter  to  examine  and  make  secure  everything  necessary.  The 
engineer  officer  reported  to  me  that  she  was  making  water  aft.  I  had 
previously  had  soundings  taken  and  found  8  feet  at  the  bow  and  70  at 
the  stern,  so  that  but  a  small  portion  of  the  ship  was  ashore.  I 
returned  as  quickly  as  possible  to  the  flagship  to  report  the  situation. 
The  Oregon  was  signaled  to  take  charge  and  the  men  were  hastened  on 
board,  a  number  being  sent  also  from  this  ship.  Our  work  of  closing 
water-tight  doors,  etc.,  was  of  no  avail.  A  large  number  of  sea  valves 
had  been  treacherously  opened  and  the  valves  so  broken  as  to  make  it 
impossible  to  close  them.  The  ship  thus  slowly  settled.  At  7.30  she 
came  afloat  and  came  out  into  deeper  water.  The  officer  in  charge 
(Lieutenant-Commander  Cogswell)  had  let  go  an  anchor,  but  as  it  was 
clear  that  if  she  went  down  in  water  of  the  depth  in  which  she  was 
she  could  never  be  lecovered,  this  ship's  stem  was  placed  against  her 
quarter,  and  later,  a  line  being  taken  from  our  own  bow  to  hers,  the 
Colon  was  forced  inshore.  It  was  by  this  time  dark,  but  using  a 
searchlight  we  were  enabled  gradually  to  force  the  ship  in  on  the 
beach,  the  chain  being  paid  out  at  the  same  time.  She  thus  sank  in  a 
very  moderate  depth  of  water,  and  it  is  very  probable  she  may  be 
saved. 

At  11  p.  m.  the  flagship  returned  to  Santiago,  leaving  the  Texas  and 
Oregon  in  charge  of  the  prize. 

Though  the  ship  was  not  able  to  come  to  action  with  any  of  the 
larger  ships  on  account  of  her  distance  to  the  eastward,  every  nerve 
was  strained  to  do  so,  and  all  was  done  that  could  be  done.  Our  speed 
had  rapidly  increased  so  that  we  were  going  16  knots  at  the  end.  We 
were  immediately  astern  while  all  others  were  considerably  to  seaward. 
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We  were  thus  in  a  position  to  prevent  a  possible  doubling  to  the  rear 
and  escape  to  the  southeast. 

The  officers  and  crew,  as  they  always  have  done,  acted  in  the  most 
enthusiastic  and  commendable  manner.  They  have  worked  into  so 
complete  a  system  that  the  ship  is  practically  instantaneously  ready 
for  action,  and  while  [all]  are  deserving  of  commendation  and  credit,  I 
think  it  no  derogation  from  the  deserts  of  others  to  particularly  name 
Lieutenant  Commander  Potter,  to  whom  as  executive  officer  so  much 
of  the  ship's  efficiency  is  due,  and  Chief  Engineer  McConnell,  who  has 
kept  the  machinery  in  the  admirable  order  which  has  enabled  us  at  all 
times  to  develop  the  ship's  full  speed. 

Very  respectfully,  F.  E.  Ohadwiok, 


The  COMMANDBE  IN  CHIEF  U.  S.  K"AVAL  FOEOE, 


Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

fAVAL  FOEOE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


F.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Ouantanamo  Bay,  July  29, 1898. 
SiB:  As  supplementary  to  my  report  dated  July  4  of  the  action  of 
the  3d,  I  beg  to  state  that  at  the  close  of  the  chase  of  the  Colon  our 
speed  had  increased  to  not  less  than  17  knots,  instead  of  16,  as  men- 
tioned in  my  ninth  paragraph. 

We  were  making  at  the  close  from  104  to  108  turns.  One  hundred 
and  four  turns  with  a  clean  bottom  would  give  17  J  knots.  One  hundred 
and  eight  turns  with  a  clean  bottom  would  give  18  knots.  An  allow- 
ance of  1  knot  off  for  foul  bottom  is  more  than  ample,  as  the  ship  was 
flying  light,  having  in  but  a  moderate  amount  of  coal  and  very  few 
stores.  Under  such  circumstances  there  can  be  no  question  that  this 
ship  would  have  quickly  overhauled  the  Colon  had  she  continued  her 
flight,  and  would  have  insured  her  capture  had  there  been  an  accident 
of  any  sort  to  the  other  ships  in  pursuit. 
Very  respectfully, 

P.  E.  Ohadwiok, 
Captain,  U.  8.  If.,  Commanding, 

The  OOMMAHDBE  IN  CHIEF. 
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[Report  on  battle  witb  Spanish  sqnadron,  Jnly  3, 1898.] 

U.  S.  F.  S.  Brooklyn,  1st  Rate, 
At  Anchor,  Ouantanamo  Bay,  July  7, 1898. 

Sie:  At  9  a.  m.,  July  3, 1  gave  orders  and  arrangements  were  made 
for  general  muster  at  9.30  a.  m.  At  9.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  were  tele- 
graphed by  the  Iowa  as  coming  out.  At  the  same  time  they  were 
discovered  by  the  quartermaster  on  watch,  N.  Anderson,  of  this  ship, 
and  reported  to  the  officer  of  the  deck.  The  executive  officer,  Lieu- 
tenant-Commander Mason,  who  was  on  deck  about  to  execute  the  order 
for  general  muster,  immediately  gave  the  order,  "  Clear  ship  for  action 
and  general  quarters."  Signal  was  made  at  the  same  time,  "  Enemy 
coming  out— action."  I  went  immediately  forward,  stood  for  the  enemy, 
and  gave  orders  to  get  steam  on  all  boilers. 

We  started  with  steam  on  three  boilers,  at  about  12  knots  speed. 
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The  head  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  in  column,  was  just  outside  the 
entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago  heading  about  southwest.  The 
Spanish  squadron  consisted  of  the  Maria  Teresa  (flag),  Vizcaya,  Oquendo, 
and  Colon,  and  two  torpedo  destroyers.  We  opened  flre  on  the  leading 
ship  in  live  minutes  from  the  discovery. 

The  port  battery  was  first  engaged  as  we  stood  with  port  helm  to 
head  off  the  leading  ship,  and  giving  them  a  raking  fire  at  about  1,500 
yards  range.  The  enemy  turned  to  the  westward  to  close  into  the  land. 
We  then  wore  around  to  starboard,  bringing  the  starboard  battery  into 
action.    The  enemy  hugged  the  shore  to  the  westward. 

The  BrooTclyn,  leading,  was  followed  by  the  Texas,  Iowa,  Oregon, 
Indiana,  and  Oloueester.  The  Vixen,  which  had  been  to  the  westward 
of  us  on  the  blockade,  ran  to  the  southward  and  eastward  of  us,  and 
kept  for  some  time  off  our  port  side  distant  about  1,000  yards,  evidently 
intending  to  guard  against  torpedo  attack  upon  this  ship.  The  shell 
passing  over  us  fell  very  thick  about  her,  some  passing  over  her.  At 
this  time  the  firing  was  very  fast  and  the  whistling  of  shell  incessant, 
and  our  escape  with  so  little  injury  was  miraculous,  and  can  only  be 
attributed  to  bad  marksmanship  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  The  Maria 
Teresa,  which  had  dropped  astern  whUe  we  were  wearing,  under  the 
heavy  fire  of  our  fleet  ran  ashore,  the  Vizcaya,  Oquendo,  and  Colon  con- 
tinuing on  and  gaining  in  distance. 

The  BrooMyn  was  engaged  with  the  three  leading  ships  of  the  enemy, 
which  were  forging  ahead,  the  Texas,  Iowa,  and  Indiana  keeping  up  a 
heavy  fire,  but  steadily  dropping  astern.  The  Oregon  was  keeping  up 
a  steady  fixe  and  was  coming  up  in  the  most  glorious  and  gallant  style, 
outstripping  all  others.  It  was  an  inspiring  sight  to  see  this  battleship, 
with  a  large  white  wave  before  her,  and  her  smokestacks  belching  forth 
continued  puffs  from  her  forced  draft.  We  were  making  14  knots  at 
the  time,  and  the  Oregon  came  up  off  our  starboard  quarter  at  about  600 
yards  and  maintained  her  position,  though  we  soon  after  increased  our 
speed  to  15  knots,  and  just  before  the  Colon  surrendered  were  making 
nearly  16. 

The  Oquendo,  soon  after  the  falling  out  of  the  Teresa,  dropped  astern 
and  on  fire  ran  ashore.  The  Vizcaya  and  Colon  continued  on,  under 
fire  from  BrooMyn  and  Oregon.  The  other  vessels  of  our  fleet  were  well 
astern  and  out  of  range.  The  Texas  was  evidently  coming  up  fast.  At 
about  10.53  a.  m.  the  Vizcaya  was  seen  to  be  on  fire,  and  the  Colon  passed 
inside  of  her  with  increased  speed,  took  the  lead,  and  gradually  forged 
ahead.  The  Fi^coya  soon  after  ran  on  the  beach,  ablaze  with  fli-e.  We 
signaled  the  Oregon  to  cease  firing  on  the  Vizcaya,  as  her  flag  was  down. 
Firing  immediately  ceased,  and  we  both  continued  the  chase  of  the 
Colon,  now  about  12,000  yards  away.  The  ranges  ran  from  1,500  to 
3,000  yards  with  the  Vizcaya  as  she  kept  in  and  out  from  the  coast. 
We  steered  straight  for  a  distant  point  near  Gape  Gruz,  while  the  Colon 
kept  close  to  the  land,  running  into  all  the  bights.  She  could  not  have 
come  out  without  crossing  our  bows,  and  we  were  steadily  gaining  on 
her.  We  were  getting  more  steam  all  the  time,  and  now  had  four  and 
and  one-half  boilers  on,  and  the  remaining  one  and  one-half  nearly 
ready. 

After  running  for  about  60  miles  west  from  the  entrance,  the  Colon 
ran  into  a  bight  of  land,  beached,  fired  a  gun  to  leeward,  and  hauled 
down  her  flag.  The  Oregon  and  BrooMyn  had  just  previously  begun  to 
fireTipon  the  Colon  and  were  landing  shell  close  to  her. 

I  was  sent  on  board  by  Commodore  Schley  to  receive  the  surrender. 
The  captain  spoke  English,  and  received  me  pleasantly,  though  nata- 
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rally  mucli  depressed.  He  surrendered  unconditionally.  He  was 
polite,  shook  hands,  and  said  that  his  case  was  hopeless,  and  that  he 
saw  that  we  were  too  much  for  him.  I  was  on  board  about  fifteen 
minutes.  As  we  came  from  the  Colon  the  flagship  Wew  York  came  in 
with  the  Texas.  I  reported  on  board  the  flagship  to  Eear- Admiral 
Sampson.  I  stated  to  him  that  I  believed  the  Colon  could  be  gotten 
off  the  beach. 

During  the  entire  action  I  was  in  constant  communication  with  you, 
so  that  I  was  enabled  to  promptly  execute  your  orders  and  instructions. 
The  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  great  and  unexceptionable  coolness 
and  bravery,  so  that  it  is  difQcult  to  discriminate.  They  were  encour- 
aged in  their  best  efforts  by  your  enthusiasm,  and  your  cheery  words : 
"Fire  steady,  boys,  and  give  it  to  them." 

The  executive  offtcer,  N.  B.  Mason,  with  his  usual  zeal,  was  continu- 
ally at  the  battery  directing  the  firing  and  keeping  me  well  informed  of 
the  exact  condition  of  the  ship,  and  in  encouraging  both  offlcers  and 
men  by  his  example  of  coolness  and  courage. 

Lieutenant  Hodgson  was  on  the  bridge  coolly  and  deliberately  taking 
bearings,  and  measuring  and  giving  ranges.  He  was  assisted  in  get- 
ting ranges  and  noting  time  by  Chief  Yeoman  Geo.  Ellis  with  a  stadim- 
eter  until  Ellis  was  killed  by  a  passing  shell. 

The  officers  of  the  divisions,  Lieuts.  T.  D.  Griffin,  W.  E.  Rush,  E. 
Simpson,  J.  G.  Doyle,  B.  W.  Wells,  and  Ensign  Webster  all  performed 
their  full  duties  deliberately  and  efficiently.  The  naval  cadets  in 
divisions  were  cool  and  efficient,  Naval  Cadets  Halligan,  Marble, 
Abele,  and  Cronan  having  especially  been  noticed  for  good  service. 
Lieut.  B.  W.  Wells,  your  secretary,  volunteered  for  command  of  a  divi- 
sion, and  was  given  the  fourth  division,  thus  enabling  me  to  station  a 
commissioned  officer  in  a  turret. 

Too  much  praise  can  not  be  given  the  engineer's  department  for  the 
hard  work  done  by  all  in  steadily  raising  the  steam  until  the  speed  rose 
from  12  to  16  knots. 

The  marines  did  splendid  service  at  the  guns  and  at  their  stations. 
The  orderlies  carried  messages  quickly  and  effectively.  Captain  Mur- 
phy and  Lieutenant  Borden  were  constant  in  their  visits  to  the  dif- 
ferent stations  to  be  assured  of  efficiency. 

Medical  Inspector  Paul  Pitzsimons  and  Past  Assistant  Surgeon  De 
Valin  were  in  constant  attendance  at  the  divisions  and  on  deck  to  be 
ready  for  any  emergency. 

Flag  Lieut.  Jas.  H.  Sears  was  particularly  active,  standing  in  the 
open  directing  signals,  reporting  fall  of  shot  and  position  of  the  enemy. 
He  was  cool  and  firm  in  his  duty. 

Ensign  McCauley  attended  personally  to  signals  while  constantly 
under  fire,  at  one  time  mounting  the  forward  turret  and  making  the 
wigwag  himself.    His  coolness  was  conspicuous. 

The  boatswain,  Mr.  Hill,  was  continually  about  the  forecastle,  ready 
for  any  duty,  and  materially  assisted  in  watching  the  fall  of  shots,  and 
thus  checked  the  ranges. 

The  gunner,  F.  T.  Applegate,  rendered  very  valuable  and  conspicu- 
ous service  at  the  battery,  making  repairs  wherever  practicable  during 
the  action. 

The  carpenter,  G.  H.  Warford,  was  on  the  alert,  watching  for  effects 
of  shell  and  in  examining  compartments,  pipes,  and  valves. 

The  signalmen,  under  Chief  Quartermaster  O'Connell,  all  stood  in 
the  open  and  performed  their  duties  courageously. 

I  would  caU  to  your  especial  attention  the  valuable  and  conspicuous 
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services  rendered  during  the  action  by  B.  Gaynor  (gunner's  mate,  first 
class),  as  noted  in  the  reports  of  the  executive  officer,  the  divisional 
ofi&cers,  and  the  gunner.  Gaynor  is  a  natural  mechanic  and  a  very 
intelligent  man,  and  he  went  from  gun  to  gun  repairing  breaks,  and 
was  constant  in  his  work  keeping  them  in  condition  for  use. 

Chief  Gunner's  Mate  D.  F.  Diggins  was  in  all  parts  of  the  ship 
attending  faithfully  and  coolly  to  the  electric  apparatus. 

N.  Anderson  (quartermaster,  first  class)  is  a  particularly  bright  sea- 
man. He  was  at  the  wheel  and  kept  the  ship  steadily  on  her  course. 
He  has  been  particularly  known  in  this  ship  as  a  valuable  man.  He 
would  prove  very  efficient  as  a  mate,  and  I  recommend  him  for  such 
appointment. 

N.  Morrissey  (landsman)  twice  got  out  on  the  muzzle  of  a  forward 
6-pounder  and  backed  out  a  jammed  shot.  Private  Macneal,  TJ.  S.  M.  0., 
also  went  out  on  the  muzzle  of  forecastle  6-pounder  and  cleared  a 
jammed  shot. 

We  had  but  two  personal  casualties,  George  H.  Ellis  (chief  yeoman) 
killed,  and  J.  Burns  (fireman,  first  class)  wounded.  The  ship  was  struck 
twenty  times  by  whole  shot  and  many  times  by  pieces  of  bursting  shell 
and  from  small  shot  of  machine  guns,  'So  serious  injury  was  done  to 
the  ship,  and  all  repairs  can  be  temporarily  done  by  the  ship's  force, 
excepting  to  the  5-inch  elevating  gear.  The  smokestacks  were  hit  in 
several  places;  the  signal  halyards,  rigging,  and  flags  were  cut  in 
many  places.  The  flag  at  the  main  was  destroyed,  being  much  cut  by 
shot  and  flying  pieces  of  shell.  The  8-inch  guns  worked  satisfactorily; 
some  trouble  and  delay  was  caused  by  jamming  of  locks.  The  turrets 
worked  well.  The  5-inch  battery  gave  great  trouble  with  the  elevat- 
ing gear.  At  the  end  several  were  rendered  useless  for  battle.  Two 
are  bulged  at  the  muzzle.  This  ship  should  have  new  elevating  gear 
for  5-inch  as  soon  as  practicable.  We  fired  100  rounds  of  8-inch,  473 
of  5-inch,  1,200  of  6-pounder,  and  200  of  1-pounder  ammunition. 
Very  respectfully, 

F,  A.  Cook, 
Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  IN  OhIBP   SECOND   SQITADEON, 

U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
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tSnpplement  to  report  of  battle  of  July  3, 1898.] 

TJ.  S.  Flagship  Beookltn, 
Quantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  10, 1898. 

SiE :  I  request  to  supplement  my  report  of  the  battle  of  the  3d  of 
July,  and  that  it  be  filed  with  that  report  made  on  July  7. 

The  splendid  and  efficient  work  done  in  the  engine  and  fire  rooms 
was  largely  due  to  the  zeal  and  intelligence  of  P.  A.  Engineer  Carter, 
who  went  immediately  to  his  station  in  the  engine  rooms  and  was  unre- 
mitting throughout  the  action  in  his  efforts  to  get  the  best  speed.  He 
was  ably  assisted  in  the  fire  rooms  by  P.  A.  Engineer  J.  B,  Patton  and 
Asst.  Engineer  E.  T.  Fitzgerald. 

Naval  Cadets  U.  S.  Macy  and  J.  H.  Woodward  were  stationed  at  the 
battery  and  were  cool  and  efficient  in  duty. 

Naval  Cadet  J.  A.  Hand  was  at  the  central  station  and  conveyed  all 
orders  and  instructions  deliberately  and  well. 
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Naval  Cadets  J.  W.  L.  Clement,  E.  W.  Vincent,  J.  T.  Bowers,  and 
C.  W.  Porman  were  stationed  in  the  powder  division  and  did  effective 
duty. 

Pay  Clerk  O.  I.  Hancock  volunteered  for  a  station  and  did  excellent 
work  in  the  powder  division. 
Yery  respectfnlly, 

F.  A.  Cook, 
Captain,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBK  IN  CHIEF  SECOND   SQTJADEON. 
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[Oregon :  Seport  of  battle  at  Santiago,  Jnly  3,  1898.] 
[This  report  has  been  revised  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Captain  Clark  of  July  28,  1898.] 

XJ.  S.  S.  Oee&on,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  9.30  a,  m.,  yesterday,  the 
Spanish  fleet  was  discovered  standing  out  of  the  harbor  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba.  They  turned  to  the  westward  and  opened  fire,  to  which  our 
ships  replied  vigorously.  For  a  short  time  there  was  an  almost  con- 
tinuous flight  of  projectiles  over  this  ship,  but  when  our  line  was  fairly 
engaged,  and  the  Iowa  had  made  a  swift  advance  as  if  to  ram  or  close, 
the  enemy's  fire  became  defective  in  train  as  weU  as  range.  The  ship 
was  only  struck  three  times,  and  at  least  two  of  them  were  by  fragments 
of  shells.    We  had  no  casualties. 

As  soon  as  it  was  evident  that  the  enemy's  ships  were  trying  to  break 
through  and  escape  to  the  westward  we  went  ahead  at  full  speed,  with 
the  determination  of  carrying  out  to  the  utmost  your  order:  "If  the 
enemy  tries  to  escape,  the  ships  must  close  and  engage  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible and  endeavor  to  smk  his  vessels  or  force  them  to  run  ashore." 
We  soon  passed  all  of  our  ships  except  the  Broolclyn,  bearing  the  broad 
pennant  of  Commodore  Schley.  At  first  we  only  used  our  main  bat- 
tery, but  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  enemy's  torpedo  boats  were 
following  their  ships  we  used  our  rapid-fire  guns,  as  well  as  the  6-inch, 
upon  them  with  telling  effect.  As  we  ranged  up  near  the  sternmost 
of  their  ships  she  headed  for  the  beach,  evidently  on  fire.  We  raked 
her  as  we  passed,  pushing  on  for  the  next  ahead,  using  our  starboard 
guns  as  they  were  brought  to  bear,  and  before  we  had  her  fairly  abeam 
she  too  was  making  for  the  beach.  The  two  remaining  vessels  were 
now  some  distance  ahead,  but  our  speed  had  increased  to  16  knots  and 
our  fire,  added  to  that  of  the  Broolclyn,  soon  sent  another,  the  Vizcaya,  to 
the  shore  in  flames.  The  BrooJclyn  signaled  "  Oregon,  well  done."  Only 
the  Cristobal  Colon  was  left,  and  for  a  time  it  seemed  as  if  she  might 
escape;  but  when  we  opened  with  our  forward  turret  guns  and  the 
BrooUyn  followed  she  began  to  edge  in  toward  the  coast  and  her 
capture  or  destruction  was  assured.  As  she  struck  the  beach  her  flag 
came  down  and  the  Brooklyn  signaled,  "  Cease  firing,"  following  it  with 
"Congratulations  for  the  gi-and  victory,  thanks  for  your  splendid 
assistance." 

The  Broolclyn  sent  a  boat  to  her,  and  when  the  admiral  came  up  with 
the  N^ew  Torh,  Texas,  and  Vixen  she  was  taken  possession  of.  A  prize 
crew  was  put  on  board  from  this  ship  under  Lieutenant  Commander 
Cogswell,  the  executive  ofQcer,  but  before  11  p.  m.  the  ship,  which  had 
been  filling  in  spite  of  all  efforts  to  stop  leaks,  was  abandoned,  and  just 
as  the  crew  left  she  went  over  on  her  side. 
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I  can  not  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  bearing  and  conduct  of  all 
on  board  this  ship.  When  they  found  the  Oregon  had  pushed  to  the 
front,  and  was  hurrying  to  a  succession  of  conflicts  with  the  enemy's 
vessels  if  they  could  be  overtaken  and  would  engage,  the  enthusiasm 
was  intense. 

As  these  vessels  were  so  much  more  heavily  armored  than  the  Brook- 
lyn  they  might  have  concentrated  upon  and  overpowered  her,  and  con- 
sequently I  am  persuaded  that,  but  for  the  way  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Oregon  steamed  and  steered  the  ship  and  fought  and  supplied  her 
batteries,  the  Colon  and  perhaps  the  Vizcaya  would  have  escaped. 
Therefore  I  feel  that  they  rendered  meritorious  service  to  the  country; 
and  while  I  can  not  mention  the  name  of  each  officer  and  man  indi- 
vidually, I  am  going  to  append  a  Mst  of  the  officers,  with  the  stations 
that  they  occupied,  hoping  that  it  may  be  of  service  to  them  should 
the  claims  of  others  for  advancement  above  them  ever  be  considered. 

J.  K.  Cogswell,  lieutenant-commander;  had  general  charge  of  the 
batteries. 

E.F.Nicholson,  lieutenant;  handled  the  ship, placing  her  as  I  directed. 

W.  H.  Allen,  lieutenant;  in  charge  of  ammunition  supply. 

A.  A.  Ackerman,  lieutenant;  in  charge  of  after  13-inch  turret. 

B.  W.  Bberle,  lieutenant,  junior  grade;  in  charge  of  forward  13-inch 
turret. 

C.  M.  Stone,  lieutenant,  junior  grade;  in  charge  of  6-inch  battery. 
L.  A.  Bostwick,  ensign;  aloft  giving  ranges  till  we  closed,  then  in 

charge  of  torpedoes. 

O.  L.  Hussey,  ensign ;  in  charge  of  ten  6  pounder  H.  B.  F.  guns. 

E.  Z,  Johnston,  ensign;  in  charge  of  signals  and  aid  to  captain. 

E.  Dickins,  captain,  TJ.  8.  M.  0. ;  in  charge  of  marines  and  four 
6-pounder  H.  E.  F. 

A.  E.  Davis,  second  lieutenant,  XJ.  S.  M.  0. ;  in  charge  of  four 
6-pounder  H.  E.  F.  and  two  1-pounder. 

H.  E.  Tarnell,  naval  cadet ;  in  charge  port  after  8-inch  turret. 

L.  M.  Overstreet,  naval  cadet;  in  charge  of  starboard  forward  8-inch 
turret. 

0.  E.  Miller,  naval  cadet;  in  charge  of  port  forward  8-inch  turret. 

S.  G.  Magill,  naval  cadet;  in  charge  of  6-inch  gun. 

0.  S.  Kempff,  naval  cadet;  in  charge  of  starboard  8-inch  turret  aft. 

P.  B.  Dungan,  naval  cadet;  in  forward  13-inch  turret. 

E.  J.  Sadler,  naval  cadet;  in  forward  chain  of  supplies. 

E.  0.  Kalbfus,  naval  cadet;  in  after  13-inch  turret. 

H.  L.  Brinser,  naval  cadet;  in  after  chain  of  supplies. 

C.  B.  Hatch,  naval  cadet;  at  secondary  battery. 

C.  Shackford,  naval  cadet;  in  torpedo  division. 

E.  W.  Milligan,  chief  engineer;  in  charge  of  machinery. 

0.  K  Offley,  passed  assistant  engineer;  in  starboard  engine  room. 
J.  M.  Eeeves,  assistant  engineer;  in  port  engine  room. 

F.  Lyon,  assistant  engineer;  in  charge  of  fire  rooms. 

H.  N.  Jenson,  naval  cadet;  in  after  hydraulic  pump  room. 

W.  D.  Leahy,  naval  cadet ;  in  forward  hydraulic  pump  room. 

T.  0.  Dunlap,  (acting)  assistant  engineer;  in  starboard  engine  room. 

P.  A.  Lovering,  surgeon;  in  charge  of  hospital. 

"W.  B.  Grove,  assistant  surgeon;  transportation  of  wounded. 

S.  E.  Colhoun,  paymaster;  with  surgeon,  aid  to  wounded. 

J.  P.  Mclntyre,  chaplain ;  with  surgeon,  aid  to  wounded. 

J.  A.  Murphy,  pay  clerk  j  aid  to  wounded  in  6-inch  compartment. 
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Joliii  Oostello,  boatswain ;  in  central  station. 
A.  S.  Williams,  gunner;  in  powder  division. 
M.  P.  Roberts,  carpenter;  in  powder  division. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  E.  Olabk, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  OoMMANDEE  IN  Ohief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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[TJ.  S.  S.  Texai^:  Part  taken  in  battle  July  3, 1888.] 

U.  S.  S.  Texas, 
Off  Santiago,  July  4, 1898. 

SiE :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  article  437,  Navy  Eeg- 
ulations,  I  respectfally  submit  the  following  statement  in  regard  to  the 
part  the  Texa^  took  in  the  engagement  with  the  enemy  yesterday. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  the  Texas  stood  out  from 
entrance  to  harbor,  taking  day  blockading  position,  about  3  miles  from 
the  Morro  (the  Morro  bearing  north-northeast). 

At  9.35,  the  Morro  bearing  N.  by  E.  J  E.,  distant  5,100  yards,  the 
enemy's  ships  were  sighted  standing  out  of  the  harbor.  Immediately 
general  signal  250  was  made;  this  signal  was  followed  by  the  Jowa'« 
almost  at  the  same  time. 

The  ship  as  per  order  was  heading  in  toward  the  entrance;  went 
ahead  full  speed,  putting  helm  hard  astarboard,  and  ordering  forced 
draft  on  all  boilers.  The  oflflcer  of  the  deck,  Lieut.  M.  L.  Bristol,  hav- 
ing given  the  general  alarm  and  beat  to  quarters  for  action  at  the  same 
time. 

As  the  leader,  bearing  the  admiral's  flag,  appeared  in  the  entrance 
she  opened  fire,  which  was,  at  9.40,  returned  by  the  Texas  at  range  of 
4,200  yards  while  closing  in.  The  ship  leading  was  of  the  Vizcaya  class 
and  the  flagship. 

Four  ships  came  out,  evidently  the  Vizcaya,  the  Oquendo,  Maria 
Teresa,  and  Colon,  followed  by  two  torpedo  boat  destroyers.  Upon 
seeing  these  two  we  immediately  opened  flre  upon  them  with  our 
secondary  batteryj  the  main  battery  at  the  time  being  engaged  with 
the  second  and  third  ships  in  line.  Owing  to  our  secondary  battery, 
together  with  the  Iowa  and  Gloucester,  these  two  destroyers  were  forced 
to  beach  and  sink. 

Whilst  warmly  engaged  with  the  third  in  line,  which  was  abreast 
and  engaging  the  Texas,  our  flre  was  blanketed  for  a  short  time  by  the 
Oregon  forging  ahead  and  engaging  the  second  ship.  This  third  ship, 
after  a  spirited  flre,  sheered  inshore,  and  at  10.35  ran  up  a  white  flag. 
We  then  ceased  flre  on  the  third  and  opened  flre  with  our  forward  guns 
at  long  range  (6,600  yards)  on  the  second  ship  (which  was  then  engaged 
with  the  Oregon)  until  11.05,  when  she  (enemy's  second  ship)  sheered 
in  to  the  beach,  on  flre. 

At  11.10  she  struck  her  colors.  We  ceased  flre  and  gave  chase,  with 
Brooklyn  and  Oregon,  for  the  leading  ship  until  1.20,  when  the  Colon 
sheered  in  to  beach  and  hauled  down  her  colors,  leaving  them  on  deck 
at  foot  of  her  flagstaff.  We  shut  off  forced  draft  and  proceeded  at 
moderate  speed  to  close  up. 

I  would  state  that  during  this  chase  the  Texas  was  holding  her  own 
with  the  Colon,  she  leading  us  about  4  miles  at  the  start. 
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The  reports  of  the  executive  officer  and  the  surgeon  are  transmitted. 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  the  entire  battery  of  the  Texas  is 
in  a  most  excellent  condition  and  ready  for  any  service  required  by 
the  commander  in  chief,  especially  calling  attention  to  the  efficiency  of 
the  two  turret  guns,  due  to  the  alterations  recently  made  by  Lieut.  P. 
J.  Haeseler,  of  this  ship. 

The  bearing  and  performance  of  duty  of  all  officers  met  with  my 
entire  approval. 

Very  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  W.  Philip, 
Captain,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBE   IN  CHIEF, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Texas, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4,  1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  of  yesterday  a  shell  from  the 
enemy  entered  through  the  hammock  nettings  and  ducts  for  the  blowers  of  forced- 
draft  system,  above  main  deck,  coming  from  the  direction  of  the  starboard  bow. 

It  apparently  exploded  at  the  smoke-pipe  casing,  and  made  a  ragged  hole  in  the 
casing  and  pipe  of  3^  by  2J  inches ;  also  carrying  away  the  doors  of  the  blower  ducts 
and  making  eleven  holes  of  varying  sizes,  and  cutting  the  drain  and  exhaust  piping, 
and  otherwise  damaging  the  gearing  of  the  ash-hoisting  apparatus. 

This  can  only  be  temporarily  repaired  on  board,  and  will  require  the  service  of  a 
boiler  shop  and  shore  workmen  to  make  permanent  repairs. 
Very  respectfully, 

Alex.  B.  Bates, 
Chief  Engineer,  U.  S.  N. 
The  Commanding  Oiticer. 
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U.  S.  S.  Tbxas,  1st  rate. 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4,  1898, 

Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  report  on  the  injuries  received  by  this 
vessel  during  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  fleet  near  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  3, 
1898: 

A  shell  about  6  inches  in  diameter  entered  the  starboara  side  above  the  main  deck 
near  top  of  hammock  berthing  immediately  forward  of  ash  hoist,  angle  of  entrance 
being  about  20  degrees  forward  of  the  beam ;  shell  apparently  exploded  immediately 
after  passing  through  the  outer  plating  of  hammock  berthing,  passing  into  the  for- 
ward air  shaft  to  forced  draft  blower,  destroying  doors  of  both  air  shafts  and  the 
adjacent  bulkheads.  Several  pieces  passed  through  the  doorway  of  after  shaft  and 
penetrated  the  after  bulkhead  of  the  shaft.  The  mass  of  shell  pieces  passeu  on 
through  bulkhead  and  casing  of  starboard  smoke  box,  producing  an  aperture  therein, 
irregular  in  form,  measuring  about  3  feet  vertically,  2  feet  fore  and  aft.  The  ash- 
hoist  machinery  was  badly  damaged. 

A  piece  of  shell  struck  forward  jamb  of  starboard  door  of  pilot  house,  smashing  it 
and  carrying  away  considerable  of  paneling  and  framing  and  passed  out  through 
after  bulkhead. 

The  bulkhead  forming  the  after  part  of  forward  gun  house  is  bulged  forward  about 
6  inches.  This  bulge  extends  over  the  entire  starboard  side  of  bulkhead.  A  large 
number  of  rivets  passing  through  the  stiffening  bars  and  frames  are  shorn  off  or 
broken.  At  the  base  of  the  gun  houpe,  the  margin  pieces  of  main  deck  have  been 
lifted  up  and  separated  from  the  steel  deck.  A  galley  ventilator,  which  passed 
through  berthing  abaft  the  above-mentioned  bulkhead,  was  destroyed. 

A  number  of  hammocks  and  bedding  stowed  in  the  berthing,  of  which  above- 
mentioned  bulkhead  formed  the  forward  plating,  were  badly  burned. 

The  deck  planking  and  frames  of  the  after  part  of  bridge  deck  over  a  surface 
about  6  by  12  feet  have  been  torn  up  and  destroyed. 

The  starboard  forward  part  of  the  third  cutter  was  blown  away,  keel  broken, 
planking  and  framing  of  port  side  badly  damaged,  leaving  it  unfit  for  repairs. 
5898 34 
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One  ladder  leading  to  bridge  deck  forward  was  badly  damaged. 

One  main-hatch  ladder  leading  to  gun  deck  was  destroyed. 

The  boat  covers  and  awning  curtains  used  as  splinter  protection  over  the  forward 
boats  were  blown  away,  burned,  and  destrayed. 

The  hammocks,  cloths,  and  battens,  securing  same  to  bulkheads,  were  carried  away 
from  six  compartments  of  hammock  berthing. 

The  electric-wire  battens  and  fittings  were  carried  away  in  a  great  many  places  on 
main  and  gun  decks  forward. 

The  starboard  side  of  the  main  deck  between  frames  53  and  56  shows  marked 
depression,  beams  and  stanchions  being  bent  and  buckled,  the  crown  of  some  of  the 
beams  no  longer  existing. 

I'he  steel  deck  has  in  several  places  become  separated  from  the  beams  through  the 
stretching  or  breaking  of  rivets,  and  there  are  now  leaks  in  several  places. 

The  rivets  securing  the  head  of  midship  stanchions  to  the  web  of  beams  of  frames 
55  and  56  have  been  sheared  off. 

The  condition  of  starboard  side  of  the  main  deck  is  attributed  partly  to  the  firing 
of  the  12-inch  turret  guns  over  the  deck  during  the  engagement,  as  mentioned  in  my 
report  of  June  6,  but  mainly  by  similar  causes  during  the  battle  of  yesterday. 

The  marked  increase  in  the  injuries  to  the  deck  may  be  attributed  not  only  to  the 
repetition  of  great  strains  over  a  surface  whose  support  was  already  weakened,  but 
to  an  increase  in  the  charge  of  powder;  i.  e.,  reduced  charge  previously  used  to  foil 
charge  used  during  this  battle. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  the  framing  of  the  deck  in  this  ship  is  too  light  to  permit  the 
further  firing  of  the  12-inch  guns  over  the  decks  without  serious  injury. 
Respectfully, 

Giles  B.  Harber, 
Lieutenant-Commander,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Executive  Officer. 

The  Commanding  Officer. 


131409. 

[Sepait  of  engagement  trith  Spanish  fleet.] 

tr.  S.  8.  Indiana,  1st  Bate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Indiana  in  the  action  of  July  3  with  the  Spanish  squad- 
ron off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

At  9.37  a.  m.,  while  the  crew  were  at  quarters  preliminary  to  general 
muster,  noted  two  guns  fired  from  the  Iowa  and  general  signal  "Ene- 
my's ships  escaping"  flying.  At  once  cleared  ship  for  action  and  the 
crew  were  at  the  guns  in  a  remarkably  short  time,  all  officers  and  men 
showing  an  alacrity  that  indicated  clearly  their  pleasure  at  the  oppor- 
tunity offered  them. 

The  Spanish  squadron  was  seen  emerging  from  the  harbor,  and  in  a 
few  moments  a  general  action  ensued.  The  leading  ship,  which  proved 
to  be  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  flying  the  flag  of  Vice-Admiral  Cer- 
vera,  was  followed  by  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron,  as  follows  : 
Vizcaya,  Cristobal  Colon,  Oquendo,  and  the  torpedo  boat  destroyers 
±'uror  and  Pluton.  The  enemy's  vessels  headed  to  the  westward  and 
our  ships  headed  in  the  same  direction,  keeping  as  nearly  abreast  of 
them  as  possible. 

This  ship  fired  on  all  of  them  as  they  came  out  one  by  one,  and  con- 
tinued the  action  later  by  firing  principally  on  the  Maria  Teresa, 
Oquendo,  Furor,  and  Pluton.  Several  of  our  shells  were  seen  to  take 
effect  on  these  vessels.  Our  secondary-battery  guns  were  directed 
principally  on  the  destroyers,  as  were  the  6-inch  guns.  The  destroyers 
were  sunk  through  the  agency  of  our  guns  and  those  of  the  Gloucester, 
which  vessel  had  come  up  and  engaged  them  close  aboard. 

The  initial  fire  of  the  last  two  ships  was  directed  at  this  vessel,  and, 
although  falling  very  close,  only  striking  the  ship  twice,  without  any 
injury  to  ship  or  crew. 
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Our  ranges  were  obtained  by  stadimeter  angles  on  Morro  as  the  ships 
emerged,  and  then  by  angles  on  the  tops  of  the  rear  ships.  The 
ranges  were  from  4,500^  to  2,000'  yards,  observed  from  the  top.  From 
the  bridge  I  could  see  that  our  shooting  was  excellent  and  showed  its 
effect.  One  of  our  13-inch  shells  was  seen  to  enter  the  Maria  Teresa 
under  the  quarter-deck  and  explode,  and  that  ship  was  observed  on  fire 
very  shortly  afterward. 

About  10.15  a.  m.  observed  the  Maria  Teresa  and  Oquendo  on  fire  and 
heading  for  the  beach,  the  tire  from  their  guns  having  ceased.  We  then 
devoted  our  special  attention  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  destroyers, 
which  appeared  more  than  a  match  for  the  Gloucester,  she  being  the 
only  small  vessel  near  to  engage  them.  They  were  soon  seen  to  blow 
up,  apparently  struck  by  our  6- inch  and  6-pounders.  We  now  fired  our 
large  guns  at  the  Vizcaya,  which  was  at  long  range.  She  made  for  the 
shore  soon  after,  on  fire  and  battery  silenced.  These  ships  hauled  down 
their  colors  as  they  made  for  the  beach.  The  Spanish  flagship  hoisted 
the  white  flag  as  she  grounded. 

We  now  ceased  firing.  The  Colon  was  observed  well  over  the  western 
horizon,  closely  pursued  by  the  BrooMyn,  Oregon,  and  Texas,  offshore 
of  her.  The  flagship  New  York,  steaming  full  speed  to  the  westward, 
as  soon  as  the  Vizcaya  surrendered  signaled  us  "Go  back  and  guard 
entrance  of  harbor."  Several  explosions  were  observed  on  board  the 
burning  ships.  At  noon  turned  and  stood  to  the  eastward  for  our  sta- 
tion, in  obedience  to  the  above  signal.  Observed  the  Harvard  and 
several  transports  standing  to  the  westward. 

About  12.30  the  Resolute  came  within  hail  and  informed  us  by  mega- 
phone that  a  Spanish  battleship  was  sighted  to  the  eastward,  standing 
toward  us.  Later  the  Harvard  passed,  confirming  the  information, 
and  adding  that  the  ship  was  painted  white.  We  made  out  the  vessel 
ahead  and  stood  for  her  with  our  guns  bearing.  She  proved  to  be  the 
Austrian  armored  cruiser  Kaiserin  Maria  Teresa.  She  sent  an  oflQcer 
on  board  and  requested  permission  to  enter  the  harbor.  I  referred  him 
to  the  commander  in  chief.  She  then  stood  on  to  the  westward  and 
we  resumed  our  station. 

During  this  action  we  used  no  armor-piercing  shell  except  the 
smokeless  powder  6-pounders,  and  the  good  effect  of  the  common  shell 
is  shown  by  the  fires  on  the  enemy's  ships  and  the  short  time  taken  to 
disable  them  without  piercing  their  armor,  and  with  almost  no  injury 
to  our  ships. 

The  guns  and  mounts  worked  well;  only  two  faDures  of  electric 
primers  noted. 

During  the  afternoon  sent  boats  with  surgeon  on  shore  to  the  burn- 
ing vessels  to  assist  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  The  boats  returned, 
bringing  1  wounded  officer  and  1 7  men  as  prisoners. 

Eeceived  also  during  the  afternoon  and  night  prisoners  from  the 
Gloucester  and  Mist,  in  all  7  officers  and  217  men,  which  were  to-day 
transferred  to  the  St.  Louis. 

The  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew  was  in  every  respect  commend- 
able; coolness  and  good  discipline  prevailed,  coupled  with  a  marked 
enthusiasm.  This  desirable  condition  of  affairs  is  largely  due  to  the 
efforts  of  the  officers,  and  I  desire  to  commend  to  the  commander  in 
chief  the  executive  officer,  Lieut.  Commander  John  A.  Eodgers,  and  all 

'  These  figures  are  changed  from  those  in  the  original  letter  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  Captain  Taylor  dated  Jul;  5,  1898. 
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the  ofBcers  of  the  ship  for  the  part  taken  by  the  Indiana  in  bringing 
about  this  great  victory  and  the  complete  destruction  of  the  enemy's 
squadron. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  O.  Tayloe, 

Captain,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  T7.  S.  Faval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 


V.  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  \rith  paragraph  525,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations,  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  relative  to  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  squadron 
off  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant : 

The  behavior  of  the  officers  and  crew  while  under  fire  was,  in  my  opinion,  excellent. 
The  division  officers  deserve  great  credit  for  the  rapid  and  effective  fire  which  was 
maintained  during  the  engagement.  The  guns  worked  well,  and  the  supply  of 
ammunition  was  sufficient.    The  divisions  were  commanded  as  follows: 

Lieut.  R.  Henderson,  powder  division. 

Lieut.  Roy  C.  Smith,  first  division  (forward  13-inch  turret). 

Lieut.  P.  L.  Chapin,  fourth  division  (after  13-inch  turret). 

Lieut.  B.  C.  Decker,  second  division. 

Lieut.  Thomas  Washington,  third  division. 

No.  3  turret  (starboard  forward  8-inch)  was  commanded  by  Ensign  P.  N.  Olmsted. 
The  6-pounder8  were  commanded  by  Capt.  L.  W.  T.  Waller,  U.  S.  M.  C. 

The  ship  was  struck  twice  by  fragments  of  shell  or  projectiles  of  very  small  caliber. 
No  damage  was  done  to  the  ship  except  the  wrecking  of  the  gig  by  the  blast  of  our 
own  guns. 

I  observed  great  advantage  in  the  use  of  smokeless  powder  for  the  secondary  bat- 
tery, and  would  recommend  that  a  new  supply  be  obtained  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
amount  on  hand  is  very  small. 

Very  respectfully,  John  A.  Eodgbks, 

lAeiitenant-Commander,  Dxeoutive  Officer, 

The  CoMMiJTDmG  Officer. 


U,  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  14, 1898. 
Sir  :  Fearing  that  some  mistake  might  occur  as  to  the  position  of  the 
Indiana  when  the  Spanish  squadron  came  out,  owing  to  my  having 
omitted  it  in  my  report,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  sketch  showing 
our  correct  position  at  the  time. 

There  are  circumstances  that  identify  clearly  this  position  of  the 
Indiana  on  the  sketch.  One  of  these  is  that  by  my  order  the  officer  of 
the  deck  steamed  out  when  the  flagship  turned  to  the  eastward  and 
took  a  position  upon  the  line  parallel  to  shore  formed  by  the  other  ships 
and  closed  in  the  interval  on  that  line.  The  bearing  of  Morro  at  that 
time  was  between  NNW.  J  W.  and  NW.  by  N,  The  distance  is  fixed 
by  the  fact  that  the  first  range  given  by  the  ofiScer  in  the  top,  as 
obtained  by  vertical  angle  of  Morro,  measured  by  sextant  and  stadim- 
eter,  was  4,200  yards,  and  at  this  time  we  had  only  begun  to  close 
in  on  the  entrance,  according  to  your  instructions,  and  had  barely 
gathered  way. 

Our  distance  was  therefore  about  4,300  yards,  with  Morro  bearing 
between  NNW.  ^  W.  and  N W.  by  N.,  the  ship  at  the  time  heading  west- 
northwest  and  stationary. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  C.  Taylor, 

Captain,  Commanding, 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
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U.  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Kate, 
Ouantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  25,  1898. 
Snt  Fearing  that  some  mistake  might  occur  as  to  the  course  steered 
by  the  Indiana  during  the  action  of  July  3  with  the  Spanish  squadron 
off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  sketch 
showing  the  course  of  the  ship,  made  from  data  and  information  relative 
thereto. 

The  position  of  the  ship  at  the  time  of  the  coming  out  of  the  first 
Spanish  ship  is  known  with  considerable  accuracy,  as  is  also  the  posi- 
tion at  the  time  of  turning  eastward  to  go  back  to  the  blockade  off 
Santiago,  in  obedience  to  your  signal. 

The  course  pursued  by  the  ship  between  these  points  has  been  deter- 
mined with  reasonable  accuracy  by  the  testimony  of  the  commanding 
and  other  ofiBcers. 

As  to  the  positions  of  theother  ships  before  and  during  the  action,  and 
the  courses  pursued  by  them,  the  sketch  shows  them  as  they  appeared 
to  be  to  the  best  of  our  recollection. 

This  chart  is  in  place  of  the  one  previously  sent,  which  only  showed 
the  position  at  the  time  of  coming  out  of  the  Spanish  ships. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Taylor, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COLOLANDEE  IN  OhIEP, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


133711. 
131408. 

[Regarding  part  taken  by  Indiana  In  engagement  with  Spanish  fleet  Jniy  3, 1898.] 

No.  341.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Bate, 

At  Sea,  August  18, 1898. 
SiB:  I  forward  herewith  copies  of  letters — one  addressed  to  me  by 
Captain  Taylor,  of  the  Indiana,  the  other  my  reply  thereto. 

I  request  that  these  two  copies  may  be  made  a  part  of  the  report  on 
the  naval  engagement  of  July  3  with  the  Spanish  fleet  off  Santiago 
de  Cuba. 

Very  respectfally, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  N,, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
The  Sboeetaey  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Indiana, 
Ouantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  6, 1898. 
Admiral  :  The  report  of  Commodore  Schley  of  the  battle  of  July  3, 
as  published,  gives  credit,  in  the  seventh  paragraph,  to  four  ships,  and 
mentions  by  name  their  captains,  Philip,  Evans,  Clark,  and  Cook,  and 
adds:  "The  dense  smoke  of  the  combat  shut  out  from  my  view  the 
Indiana  and  the  Gloucester,  but  as  these  vessels  were  closer  to  your 
flagship  no  doubt  their  part  in  the  conflict  was  under  your  immediate 
observation." 
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In  yoar  report,  as  published,  you  make  but  slight  mention  of  the 
ln(kana,  stating  that  "the  Iowa  and  Indiana,  having  done  good  work, 
*°^  not  having  the  speed  of  the  other  ships,  were  directed  by  me,"  etc. 

The  result  of  these  reports  is  that  the  captains  of  all  vessels  of  the 
line  of  battle  except  the  Indiana  have  received  personal  mention  in 
the  oflBcial  reports  before  the  Department,  while  the  two  smaller  vessels 
have  also  had  distinctive  mention  either  from  the  commander  in  chief 
or  the  second  in  command. 

If  the  official  record  should  be  referred  to  in  future  it  will  appear 
from  its  general  tone  that  the  Indiana  was  less  deserving  than  all  of 
her  consorts.  Leaving  out  my  personal  interest  in  the  matter,  it  is 
right  that  I  should  consider  the  ofQcers  and  crew  of  the  ship;  and  I 
speak  for  them,  as  well  as  for  myself,  when  I  submit  to  you,  Admiral, 
that  the  above  combination  of  reports  will  place  the  ship,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  Department  and  the  country,  markedly  below  all  the  other  ves- 
sels of  your  squadron.  I  respectfully  submit,  sir,  that  this  is  injustice 
to  the  Indiana  and  her  officers  and  crew. 

I  can  say,  without  disparagement  of  any  other  vessel,  that  during  the 
first  hour  of  the  fight  the  Indiana's  gun  fire  contributed  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Oquendo  and  Teresa  more  than  that  of  any  other  single  ves- 
sel of  our  squadron  except  one,  and  equaled  hers.  I  do  not  know  why 
the  second  in  command  failed  to  observe  the  Indiana  during  this 
period  of  our  hottest  action.    I  saw  the  BrooMyn  quite  plainly. 

An  examination  of  these  reports  with  reference  to  the  Indiana  will,  I 
believe,  convince  you,  sir,  that  they  do  produce  the  effect  of  putting  the 
Indiana  below  all  the  other  vessels  of  the  squadron.  If  it  be  your 
opinion,  sir,  that  this  is  the  case,  and  that  all  the  vessels  from  the 
BrooMyn  to  the  Vixen  rendered  services  as  much  more  valuable  than 
the  Indiana's,  as  the  published  reports  of  the  commander  in  chief  and 
the  second  in  command  taken  together  would  indicate,  then  I  must 
accept  it  for  myself  and  the  ship.  If,  on  the  contrary,  that  be  not 
your  opinion,  I  urge  respectfully  that  such  steps  be  taken  to  remedy 
this  injustice  as  may  seem  wise  to  you. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  0.  Tayloe, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  COMMANDEE  IN  CHIEF  U.  S.  NaVAL  FORCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 


No.  15.]  I^-  S.  S.  New  Toek,  1st  Rate, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  8,  1898. 

SiE :  I  am  greatly  obliged  that  you  have  called  my  attention  to  what 
appears  to  have  been  an  injustice  to  your  ship,  officers,  and  crew  for 
the  part  which  they  took  in  the  action  of  July  3,  and  also  for  the  very 
proper  manner  in  which  you  have  presented  it.  I  think,  however,  that 
you  will  agree  with  me  that  in  submitting  such  a  report  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  where  so  many  officers  are  vitally  interested  and 
justly  proud  of  their  ship,  it  is  no  easy  task  to  do  so  without  apparently 
bestowing  praise  unjustly.  It  requires  very  careful  consideration  of 
the  report  from  every  point  of  view  to  avoid  misunderstanding. 

The  position  of  the  ships  of  the  squadron  must  be  carefully  consid- 
ered to  fully  appreciate  what  it  was  possible  for  each  vessel  to  accom- 
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plish  under  the  circumstances  in  -whicli  she  was  placed.  Those  that 
were  to  the  westward  of  the  escaping  enemy  were  certainly  better 
placed  for  stopping  the  enemy,  and  also  better  placed  for  delivering 
their  fire,  than  the  vessels  to  the  eastward,  which  was  the  blockading 
station  of  the  Indiana. 

TSo  distribution  of  the  fleet  could  completely  predict  and  provide 
against  every  variation  of  such  a  sortie,  nor  do  I  consider  that  any  com- 
manding ofi&cer  deserved  either  credit  or  blame  because  the  ship  under 
his  command  was  faster  or  slower  than  another  ship  or  carried  a 
heavier  or  a  lighter  battery,  but  rather  that  the  commanding  officer  was 
blameworthy  when  he  failed  to  put  his  ship  in  the  proper  place  for 
destroying  the  enemy  just  in  proportion  to  the  advantage  which  he 
possessed  in  speed,  battery,  or  pesition  over  his  neighbors. 

Each  commanding  officer,  in  my  opinion,  was  personally  responsible 
for  the  good  use  which  he  made  of  the  tools  with  which  he  had  to  work. 
1  certainly  did  not  intend  to  criticise  you  or  to  bestow  less  praise  upon 
the  Indiana  than  was  bestowed  upon  any  other  ship  of  the  squadron. 

The  fact  that  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Indiana  was  signaled  to 
return  to  blockade  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  after  she  had  so  gallantly 
contributed  toward  the  destruction  of  the  Spanish  ships  was  only  a 
necessary  precaution  which  the  commander  in  chief  felt  obliged  to 
take  to  prevent  disaster  to  the  large  number  of  transports  which  were 
left  in  that  vicinity  when  the  fleet  started  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
There  were  still  soine  armed  vessels  remaining  in  the  harbor  of  Santi- 
ago— at  least  two,  and  we  did  not  know  then  how  many  more — which 
could  have  come  out  in  the  absence  of  the  fleet  and  produced  great 
havoc  among  the  troopships,  which  were  defenseless  in  the  absence  of 
an  armed  vessel. 

This  explanation,  together  with  your  letter,  will  be  sent  to  the  Depart- 
ment, with  the  request  that  this  may  be  attached  to  and  form  a  part  of 
the  original  report. 

Very  respectfally,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief,  U.  8.  Naval  Faroe,  North  Atlantic  Station, 

The  Commanding  Offioeb,  IT.  S.  S.  Indiana, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba, 


141053. 

[Bepoit  of  events  witnessed  on  July  3, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Eesoltjte, 
Navy-yard,  New  York,  September  3, 1898. 

SiE :  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  you  the  following  report  of 
events  witnessed  by  myself  in  the  action  of  July  3, 1898,  off  Santiago. 

The  Resolute,  which  I  commanded,  lay  just  east  of  the  Indiana,  dis- 
tant from  her  1,000  feet,  and  about  2.6  miles  from  the  Morro,  when  the 
Maria  Teresa  was  sighted. 

The  Indiana  had  been  nearer  the  Morro,  but  about  9  o'clock  circled 
to  the  eastward  with  a  port  helm,  leaving  the  Resolute  within  the  arc 
of  the  circle  described  by  the  fleet.  The  Resolute  was  then  turned  under 
a  slow  bell,  and  stopped  when  the  Indiana  was  due  west  of  us,  and  just 
outside  the  circle  of  fighting  ships.  The  Gloucester  was  to  the  north- 
ward and  eastward,  and  nearly  off  Aguadores. 
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As  the  Maria  Teresa  appeared,  the  Iowa  fired  a  6-poiinder  and  hoisted 
slignal.  Within  a  few  seconds  of  this  shot  (not  more  than  five  or  ten) 
all  the  Spanish  batteries  opened,  and  at  the  same  instant  the  port 
broadside  of  the  Maria  Teresa  was  discharged.  It  seemed  to  me  then 
that  all,  or  nearly  all,  of  these  shot  and  shell  were  fired  at  the  Indiana, 
and  as  the  Resolute  lay  directly  in  line  the  water  around  the  Indiana 
and  the  Resolute  was  alive  with  the  fall  of  projectiles. 

Before  the  Vizcaya  appeared  the  Indiana  opened  fire  with  her  heavy 
guns  and,  with  screws  whitening  the  water  astern,  was  heading  for  the 
Morro. 

As  the  Yizcaya  came  out,  I  distinctly  saw  one  of  the  Indiana's  heav- 
iest shell  strike  her  abaft  the  funnels,  and  the  explosion  of  this  shell 
was  followed  by  a  burst  of  flame  which,  for  the  moment,  obscured  the 
after  part  of  the  Vizcaya. 

The  Vizcaya  fired  her  port  battery  apparently  at  the  Indiana,  for 
many  of  the  shell  struck  about  and  beyond  the  Resolute,  which  was 
then  heading  east. 

The  Cristobal  Colon,  as  soon  as  she  was  clear  of  Morro  Point,  fired 
her  first  broadside  at  the  Indiana. 

The  Oquendo,  in  coming  out,  also  fired  her  first  broadside  at  the 
Indiana,  and  1  could  see  some  of  the  Indiana's  shell  strike  the  Oquendo 
as  she  steamed  south. 

Following  close  astern  of  the  Colon  and  the  Oquendo  came  the  destroyer 
Furor,  and  I  distinctly  saw  her  struck  by  an  8-inch  or  13-inch  shell  from 
the  Indiana,  which  was  followed  by  an  explosion  and  flames  on  board 
the  Furor. 

During  all  this  time  the  Indiana  had  been  steaming  ahead,  and  I 
roughly  estimated  that  she  was  then  about  3,000  yards  from  the  Oquendo 
and  the  Furor. 

The  Resolute  was  almost  in  line  with  the  Indiana,  and  I  could  clearly 
follow  the  course  of  her  projectiles. 

The  other  ships  engaged,  except  the  Oregon,  and  occasionally  the 
Brooklyn,  which  showed  at  times  to  the  southward  of  the  other  vessels 
(the  Resolute  being  by  this  time  well  to  the  eastward)  were  hidden  in 
smoke. 

From  the  position  of  the  ships  engaged  it  appeared  to  me  that  the 
Indiana  was  the  first  to  close  with  the  escaping  enemy,  and,  though 
I  could  see  the  Teresa  and  Vizcaya  sweeping  across  her  course,  it  was 
apparent  that  the  Indiana's  shells  were  the  first  to  reach  them. 

This  was  due,  first,  to  the  Indiana's  proximity,  and,  second,  to  the  fact 
that  the  Indiana  had  a  fair  beam  target  on  each  ship  as  she  came  out. 

The  Oregon  had  this  in  a  less  degree,  and  the  other  vessels  engaged 
seemed  to  have  fired  their  first  shell  when  the  Spanish  ships  were  four 
points  on. 

In  addition  to  the  heavier  shell  noted  as  striking  the  enemy,  we  could 
count  many  lighter  projectiles  from  the  secondary  battery  exploding  on 
board,  and  as  the  Indiana's  fire  was  incessant,  I  took  these  to  be  from 
her  guns. 

The  Spanish  officers  who  were  prisonersfrom  the  Colon&udtheVizcaya 
have  since  told  me  that  the  fire  from  the  Indiana  and  the  Oregon  as  they 
passed  from  the  harbor  was  deadly  in  its  destructiveness,  and  that 
although  the  Colon  escaped  with  small  injury,  due  to  her  greater  speed 
and  being  in  a  measure  covered  by  other  ships,  the  Vizcaya  was  hope- 
lessly crippled  before  she  had  gone  a  mile  from  the  Morro. 

I  have  ventured  to  address  you  this  letter,  as  I  had  exceptional 
opportunities  for  observation  during  this  part  of  the  engagement,  and 
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it  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  very  important  part  taken  by  the  Indiana 
in  the  first  part  of  the  action  should  be  laid  before  yon. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  Baton, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

COMMANDBE  IN   CHIEF  NAVAL  FORCES, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


131408. 

[Iowa:  Engagement  with  Spanish  squadron  Jnly  3, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Iowa,  1st  Eatb, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  engagement 
with  the  Spanish  squadron  off  Santiago  de  Cuba  on  the  3d  of  July: 

On  the  morning  of  the  3d,  while  the  crew  was  at  quarters  for  Sunday 
inspection,  the  leading  vessel  of  the  Spanish  squadron  was  sighted  at 
9.31  coming  out  of  the  harbor  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Signal  "Enemy's 
ships  coming  out"  was  immediately  hoisted  and  a  gun  fired  to  attract 
attention.  The  call  to  general  quarters  was  sounded  immediately,  the 
battery  made  ready  for  firing,  and  the  engines  rung  full  speed  ahead. 

The  position  of  this  vessel  at  the  time  of  sighting  the  squadron  was 
the  usual  blockading  station  off  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  Morro  Castle 
bearing  about  north  and  distant  about  3  to  4  miles.  The  steam  at 
this  time  in  the  boilers  was  sufficient  for  a  speed  of  5  knots. 

After  sighting  the  leading  vessel,  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  (Admiral 
Oervera's  flagship),  it  was  observed  that  she  was  followed  in  succession 
by  the  remaining  three  vessels  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  the  Vizcaya, 
Cristobal  Colon,  and  Almirante  Oquendo.  The  Spanish  ships  moved  at 
a  speed  of  about  8  to  10  knots,  which  was  steadily  increased  as  they 
cleared  the  harbor  entrance  and  stood  to  the  westward.  They  main- 
tained a  distance  of  about  800  yards  between  vessels.  The  squadron 
moved  with  precision  and  stations  were  well  kept. 

Immediately  upon  sighting  the  leading  vessel  fires  were  spread,  and 
the  Iowa  headed  toward  the  leading  Spanish  ship.  About  9.40  the 
first  shot  was  fired  from  this  ship,  at  a  distance  of  about  6,000  yards. 

The  courseof  this  vessel  wa  s  so  laid  that  the  range  speedily  diminished. 
A  number  of  shots  were  fired  at  ranges  varying  between  6,000  and  4,000 
yards.  The  range  was  rapidly  reduced  to  2,500  yards,  and  subsequently 
to  2,000  and  to  1,200  yards. 

When  it  was  certain  that  the  Maria  Teresa  would  pass  ahead  of  us, 
the  helm  was  put  to  starboard,  and  the  starboard  broadside  delivered 
at  a  range  of  2,500  yards.  The  helm  was  then  put  to  port  and  the  ship 
headed  across  the  bow  of  the  second  ship,  and  as  she  drew  ahead  the 
helm  was  again  put  to  starboard  and  she  received  in  turn  the  fuU 
weight  of  our  starboard  broadside  at  a  range  of  about  1,800  yards.  The 
Iowa  was  again  headed  off  with  port  helm  for  the  third  ship,  and  as 
she  approached  the  helm  was  put  to  starboard  until  our  course  was 
approximately  that  of  the  Spanish  ship.  In  this  position  at  a  range  of 
1,400  yards  the  fire  of  the  entire  battery,  including  rapid-fire  guns,  was 
poured  into  the  enemy's  ship. 

About  10  o'clock  the  enemy's  torpedo-boat  destroyers  Furor  and 
Pluton  were  observed  to  have  left  the  harbor  and  to  be  following  the 
Spanish  squadron.    At  the  time  that  they  were  observed,  and  in  fact 
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most  of  the  time  that  they  were  under  Are,  they  were  at  a  distance 
varying  from  4,500  to  4,000  yards.  As  soon  as  they  were  discovered 
the  secondary  battery  of  this  ship  was  turned  upon  them,  while  the 
main  battery  continued  to  engage  the  Vizeaya,  Oquendo,  and  Maria 
Teresa. 

The  fire  of  the  main  battery  of  this  ship  when  the  range  was  below 
2,500  yards  was  most  effective  and  destructive,  and  after  a  continuance 
of  this  fire  for  perhaps  twenty  minutes  it  was  noticed  that  the  Maria 
Teresa  and  Oquendo  were  in  flames  and  were  being  headed  for  the 
beach.  Their  colors  were  struck  about  10.20,  and  they  were  beached 
about  8  miles  west  of  Santiago. 

About  the  same  time  (about  10.25)  the  fire  of  this  vessel,  together 
with  that  of  the  Gloucester  and  another  smaller  vessel,  proved  so  de- 
structive that  one  of  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers  {Pluton)  was  sunk  and 
the  Furor  was  so  much  damaged  that  she  was  run  upon  the  rocks. 

After  having  passed,  at  10.35,  the  Oquendo  and  Maria  Teresa,  on  fire 
and  ashore,  this  vessel  continued  to  chase  and  fire  upon  the  Vizcaya 
until  10.36,  when  signal  to  cease  firing  was  sounded  on  board,  it  having 
been  discovered  that  the  Vizcaya  had  struck  her  colors. 

At  11  the  Iowa  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Vizcaya,  which  had 
been  run  ashore,  and,  as  it  was  evident  that  she  could  not  catch  the 
Cristobal  Colon,  and  that  the  Oregon,  Brooklyn,  and  I^ew  YorTc  would, 
two  steam  cutters  and  three  cutters  were  immediately  hoisted  out  and 
sent  to  the  Vizcaya  to  rescue  her  crew.  Our  boats  succeeded  in  bring- 
ing off  a  large  number  of  officers  and  men  of  that  ship's  company,  and 
in  placing  many  of  them  on  board  the  torpedo  boat  Ericsson  and  the 
auxiliary  dispatch  vessel  Hist. 

About  11.30  the  New  Yorla  passed  in  chase  of  the  Cristobal  Colon, 
which  was  endeavoring  to  escape  from  the  Oregon,  Brooklyn,  and 
Texas. 

We  received  on  board  this  vessel  from  the  Vizcaya  Captain  Eulate, 
the  commanding  officer,  and  23  officers,  together  with  about  248  petty 
officers  and  men,  of  whom  32  were  wounded.  There  were  also  received 
on  board  5  dead  bodies,  which  were  immediately  buried  with  the  honors 
due  to  their  grade. 

The  battery  behaved  well  in  all  respects. 

The  dashpot  of  the  forward  12-inch  gun,  damaged  in  the  engagement 
of  the  2d,  had  been  replaced  the  same  day  by  one  of  the  old  dashpots, 
pots,  which  gave  no  trouble  during  this  engagement. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  statement  of  the  ammunition  ex- 
pended during  the  engagement.  A  more  exact  statement  can  not  be 
given  at  this  time: 

12-inch  semi-armor-piercing  shell,  with  full  charges 31 

8-inoh  common  shell,  with  full  charges 35 

4-inch  cartridges,  common  shell 251 

6-pounder  cartridges,  common  shell 1, 056 

1-pounder  cartridges,  common  shell 100 

This  ship  was  struck  in  the  hull,  on  the  starboard  side,  during  the 
early  part  of  the  engagement  by  two  projectiles  of  about  6-inch  caliber, 
one  striking  the  hull  2  or  3  feet  above  the  actual  water  line  and  almost 
directly  on  the  line  of  the  berth  deck,  piercing  the  ship's  side  between 
frames  9  and  10,  and  the  other  piercing  the  side  and  the  cofferdam 
between  frames  18  and  19. 

The  first  projectile  did  not  pass  beyond  the  inner  bulkhead  of  the 
cofferdam  A  41-43.    The  hole  made  by  it  was  large  and  ragged,  being 
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about  16  inches  in  a  longitudinal  direction  and  about  7  inches  in  a  ver- 
tical direction.  It  struck  with  a  slight  inclination  aft,  and  perforated 
the  cofferdam  partition  bulkhead  (A  41-43  to  45-47).  It  did  not  ex- 
plode, and  remained  in  the  cofferdam. 

The  second  projectile  pierced  the  side  of  the  ship  and  the  cofferdam 
A  105,  the  upper  edge  of  the  hole  being  immediately  below  the  top  of 
the  cofferdam  on  the  berth  deck  in  compartment  A 104.  The  projectile 
broke  off  the  hatch  plate  and  coaming  of  the  water-tank  compartment, 
exploded,  and  perforated  the  walls  of  the  chain  locker.  The  explosion 
created  a  small  fire,  which  was  promptly  extinguished.  The  hole  in  the 
side  made  by  this  projectile  was  about  5  feet  above  the  water  line,  and 
about  2  to  3  feet  above  the  berth  deck.  One  fragment  of  this  shell 
struck  a  link  of  the  sheet  chain  wound  around  the  6  pounder  ammuni- 
tion hoist,  cutting  the  link  in  two.  Another  perforated  the  cofferdam 
on  the  port  side  and  slightly  dished  the  outside  plating. 

These  two  wounds,  fortunately,  were  not  of  serious  importance. 

Two  or  three  other  projectiles  of  small  caliber  struck  about  the  upper 
bridge  and  smokestacks,  inflicting  trifling  damage,  and  four  other  small 
projectiles  struck  the  hammock  nettings  and  the  side  aft. 

There  are  no  casualties  among  the  ship's  company  to  report.  No 
ofiQcer  nor  man  was  injured  during  the  engagement. 

After  having  received  on  board  the  rescued  crew  of  the  Vizcaya,  this 
vessel  proceeded  te  the  eastward  and  resumed  the  blockading  station 
in  obedience  to  the  signal  made  by  the  commander  in  chief  about  11.30. 

Upon  arriving  on  the  blockading  station,  the  Gloucester  transferred 
to  this  vessel  Eear- Admiral  Cervera,  his  flag  lieutenant,  and  the  com- 
manding officers  of  the  torpedo-boat  destroyers  Furor  and  Pluton,  and 
also  one  man  of  the  Oguendo's  crew,  rescued  by  the  Gloucester. 

Naval  Cadets  Frank  Taylor  Evans  and  John  E.  Lewis,  ana  five  men 
belonging  to  the  Massachusetts  were  on  board  the  Iowa  when  the  enemy's 
ships  came  out.  They  were  stationed  "at  different  points  and  rendered 
efficient  service. 

The  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  behaved  admirably.  No  set  of  men 
could  have  done  more  gallant  service. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  to  you,  sir,  that  the  coolness  and  judgment 
of  the  executive  officer,  Lieut.  Commander  Eaymond  P.  Eodgers,  de- 
serves, and  will,  I  hope,  receive  a  proper  reward  at  the  hands  of  the 
Government.  The  test  of  the  executive  officer's  work  is  the  conduct  ot 
ship  and  crew  in  battle.    In  this  case  it  was  simply  superb. 

The  coolness  of  the  navigator,  Lieut.  W.  H.  Schuetze,  and  of  Lieut. 
F.  K.  Hill,  in  charge  of  the  rapid-fire  guns  on  the  upper  deck,  are 
worthy  of  the  greatest  commendation. 

Other  officers  of  the  ship  did  not  come  under  my  personal  observation, 
but  the  result  of  the  action  shows  how  well  they  did  their  duty. 

I  can  not  express  my  admiration  for  my  magnificent  crew.  So  long 
as  the  enemy  showed  his  flag  they  fought  like  American  seamen ;  but 
when  the  flag  came  down  they  were  as  gentle  and  tender  as  American 
women. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  the  complete  vic- 
tory achieved  by  your  fleet. 

Very  respectfully,  E.  D.  Evans, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Foece, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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131409. 

lOUmcattr.    Beport  of  battle  at  Santiago.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Glouoestbb, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  6,  1898. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  battle  of  Santiago  on 
July  3  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Gloucester  were  uninjured  and  the 
vessel  was  not  injured  in  hull  or  machinery,  the  battery  only  requiring 
some  slight  overhauling.     It  is  now  in  excellent  condition. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  executive  officer  made 
in  compliance  with  paragraph  525,  page  110,  Naval  Regulations,  which 
report  I  believe  to  be  correct  in  all  particulars.  I  also  inclose  copies  of 
the  reports  of  the  several  officers,  which  may  prove  valuable  for  future 
reference. 

It  was  the  plain  duty  of  the  Gloucester  to  look  after  the  destroyers, 
and  she  was  held  back,  gaining  steam,  until  they  appeared  at  the 
entrance.  The  Indiana  poured  in  a  hot  fire  from  all  her  secondary  bat- 
tery upon  the  destroyers ;  but  Captain  Taylor's  signal,  "  Gunboats  close 
in,"  gave  security  that  we  would  not  be  tired  upon  by  our  own  ships. 
Until  the  leading  destroyer  was  injured  our  course  was  converging, 
necessarily;  but  as  soon  as  she  slackened  her  speed,  we  headed  directly 
for  both  vessels,  firing  both  port  and  starboard  batteries  as  the  occasion 
offered. 

All  the  officers  and  nearly  all  the  men  deserve  my  highest  praise  during 
the  action.  The  escape  of  the  Gloucester  was  due  mainly  to  the  accu- 
racy and  rapidity  of  the  fire.  The  efficiency  of  this  fire,  as  well  as  that 
of  the  ship  generally,  was  largely  due  to  the  intelligent  and  unremit- 
ting efforts  of  the  executive  officer,  Lieut.  Harry  P.  Huse.  The  result 
is  more  to  his  credit  when  it  is  remembered  that  a  large  proportion  of 
the  officers  and  men  were  untrained  when  the  Gloucester  was  commis- 
sioned. Throughout  the  action  he  was  on  the  bridge  and  carried  out 
my  orders  with  great  coolness.  That  we  were  able  to  close  in  with  the 
destroyers — and  until  we  did  so  they  were  not  seriously  injured — was 
largely  due  to  the  skill  and  constant  attention  of  P.  A.  Engineer  George 
W.  McElroy.  The  blowers  were  put  on  and  the  speed  increased  to  17 
knots  without  causing  a  tube  to  leak  or  a  brass  to  heat.  Lieut.  Thomas 
C.  Wood,  Lieut.  George  H.  Norman,  jr.,  and  Ensign  John  T.  Bdson  not 
only  controlled  the  fire  of  the  guns  in  their  divisions  and  prevented 
waste  of  ammanition,  but  they  also  did  some  excellent  shooting  them- 
selves. Acting  Asst.  Surg.  J.  P.  Bransford  took  charge  of  one  of  the 
guns  and  fired  it  himself  occasionally.  Acting  Asst.  Paymaster  Alex- 
ander Brown  had  charge  of  the  two  Colt  guns,  firing  one  himself,  and 
they  did  excellent  work.  Asst.  Engineer  A.  M.  Proctor  carried  my 
orders  from  the  bridge  and  occasionally  fired  a  gun  when  I  found  it  was 
not  being  served  quite  satisfactorily.  All  were  cool  and  active  at  a 
time  when  they  could  have  had  but  little  hope  of  escaping  uninjured. 

Lieutenants  Wood  and  Norman,  Ensign  Edson,  and  Asst.  Engineer 
Proctor  were  in  charge  of  the  boats  engaged  in  saving  life.  They  all 
risked  their  lives  repeatedly  in  boarding  and  remaining  near  the  two 
destroyers  and  the  two  armed  cruisers  when  their  guns  were  being  dis- 
charged by  the  heat  and  their  magazines  and  boilers  were  exploding. 
They  also  showed  great  skiU  in  landing  and  taking  off  the  prisoners 
through  the  surf. 

Of  the  men  mentioned  in  the  several  reports,  I  would  call  special 
attention  to  John  Bond,  chief  boatswain's  mate.  He  would  have  been 
recommended  to  the  Department  for  promotion  prior  to  his  gallant  con- 
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duct  daring  the  action  of  July  3.  I  would  also  recommend  to  your 
attention  Eobert  P.  Jennings,  chief  machinist,  mentioned  in  the  report 
of  Mr.  McBlroy.  I  believe  it  would  have  a  good  effect  to  recognize  the 
skill  of  the  men  and  the  danger  incurred  by  the  engineer's  force.  I 
would  also  recommend  that  the  acting  appointments  of  those  men  men- 
tioned by  the  officers  in  their  reports  be  made  permanent. 

The  wounded  and  exhausted  prisoners  were  well  and  skillftiUy  tended 
by  Asst.  Surg.  Bransford,  assisted  by  Ensign  Edson,  who  is  also  a 
surgeon. 

The  admiral,  his  oflBcers  and  men  were  treated  with  all  consideration 
and  care  possible.  They  were  fed  and  clothed  as  far  as  our  limited 
means  would  permit. 

Very  respectfully, 

ElOHAED  WAINWEIGHT, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  8.  JT.,  Commanding. 
The  CoMMANDEK  IN  Ohief  U.  S.  Naval  Foeces, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 


U.  S.  S.  Gloucester, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 

SiK :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  battle  of  Santiago, 
July  3,  1898 : 

At  9.43  a.  m.,  the  Gloucester  then  being  about  3,000  yards  southeast  of  Morro, 
the  officer  of  the  deck  reported  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  coming  out  of  Santi- 
ago. All  hands  were  called  to  general  quarters,  you  came  on  the  bridge  and  I 
took  the  deck.  Fire  was  opened  at  3,500  yards  from  the  after  guns  (3-pounder 
E.  F .  G. ) ;  and,  as  they  were  brought  to  bear,  from  the  bow  gun  (3-pounder  E.  F. 
G.)  and  the  starboard  guns  forward  (6-pounder  E.  F.  G.).  The  fire-room  blowers 
were  started  and,  turning  to  starboard,  the  range  was  decreased  to  3,000  yards. 
Four  Spanish  cruisers  came  out  in  column  and  stood  to  the  westward  close  in 
shore.  In  the  belief  that  the  two  torpedo  destroyers  known  to  be  in  the  harbor 
would  come  out  you  directed  me  to  slow  down  and  wait  for  them,  keeping  up  a 
deliberate  fire  on  the  cruisers  from  the  port  battery.  There  was  no  other  gunboat 
with  the  fleet  at  the  time  and  the  battle  ships  Iowa,  Indiana,  Oregon,  and  Texas  and 
the  armored  cruiser  Brooklyn  were  engaged  with  the  four  Spanish  vessels,  Cristobal 
Colon,  Oquendo,  Vizcaya,  and  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  (flag),  aU  standing  to  the  west- 
ward under  fall  head  of  steam.  The  forts  on  shore  kept  up  a  slow  fire  throughout 
the  action  till  it  was  evident  to  them  that  our  boats  were  being  used  to  rescue 
Spanish  seamen,  when  their  fire  ceased. 

When  the  larger  vessels  were  well  clear  and  the  rear  one  about  1,500  yards  to 
the  westward  of  the  Morro  the  destroyers  Pluton  and  Furor  came  out  and  followed 
in  their  wake.  At  once  we  opened  rapid  fire  on  them  from  the  starboard  battery 
at  a  range  of  2,500  yards,  and  the  engines  were  run  at  full  speed,  the  ship  head- 
ing about  west-northwest.  Presently  signal  was  made  from  the  Indiana  "  Gun- 
boats will  advance."  After  this  signal  it  appeared  that  the  fight  between  this 
ship  and  the  two  apparently  uninjured  destroyers  was  a  thing  apart  &om  the 
battle  in  which  the  larger  ships  were  engaged.  The  starboard  forward  guns  (one 
S-ponnder  and  two  6-pounder  E.  F.  G.)  were  turned  on  the  leading  vessel,  the 
Pluton,  while  the  starboard  after  gun  and  the  stem  gun  (both  3-ponnder  E.  F.  G.) 
were  aimed  at  the  Furor,  The  speed  of  the  Grloucester  was  gradually  increased 
to  over  17  knots,  and  then  we  were  slowly  overhauling  the  torpedo  destroyers 
and  closing  in  toward  them.  The  fire  from  both  sides  was  vigorous,  but,  while 
many  shots  struck  the  water  close  alongside  or  went  whistling  over  our  heads, 
we  were  not  hit  once  during  the  whole  action.  This  is  the  more  remarkable 
as  the  monotonous  reports  of  an  automatic  gun  could  be  heard  after  the  2,500- 
yard  range  was  passed  and  the  zone  of  fire  could  be  distinctly  traced  by  a  line 
of  splashes  describing  accurately  the  length  of  the  ship  and  gradually  approach- 
ing it.  But  at  a  distance,  variously  estimated  from  10  to  50  yards,  the  automatic 
fire  suddenly  ceased.  It  was  afterwards  found  to  be  from  a  1-pounder  Maxim,  and 
the  execution  aboard  would  have  been  terrible  during  the  few  minutes  that  must 
have  elapsed  before  the  ship  was  sunk  had  the  fire  reached  us.  Meanwhile  the 
service  of  our  own  guns  was  excellent,  and  at  a  range  of  1,200  yards  the  two 
6-millimeter  automatic  Colt  rifles  opened  on  the  enemy.  The  Pluton  had  now 
(about  10.15)  slackened  her  speed,  showing  evident  signs  of  distress,  and  our  fire 
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was  concentrated  on  the  Furor.  The  range  was  decreased  to  600  yards,  and  at 
this  distance  the  majority  of  shots  appeared  to  strike.  The  Plulon  was  run  on 
the  rocks  about  4  miles  west  of  Morro  and  blew  up.  Our  crew  cheered  at  the 
sight  of  the  explosion.  The  Furor  soon  commenced  to  describe  circles  with  a  star- 
board helm,  her  fire  ceased,  and  it  became  apparent  that  she  was  disabled.  A 
white  rag  was  waved  from  forward  and  we  stopped  firing.  Lieutenants  Wood 
and  Norman  and  Assistant  Engineer  Proctor  were  sent  to  rescue  the  crews  and 
to  see  if  the  prizes  could  be  saved.  These  found  a  horrible  state  of  affairs  on  the 
Furor.  The  vessel  was  a  perfect  shambles.  As  she  was  on  fire  and  burning  rap- 
idly, they  took  off  the  living  and  then  rescued  all  they  could  find  in  the  water 
and  on  the  beach.  The  Pluton  was  among  the  rocks  in  the  surf  and  could  not 
be  boarded,  but  her  crew  had  made  their  way  ashore  or  were  adrift  on  life  buoys 
and  wreckage.  These  were  all  taken  on  board.  I  have  since  learned  that  the 
New  Torh  passed  a  number  of  men  in  the  water  who  had  doubtless  jumped  over- 
board from  the  destroyers  to  escape  our  fire.    All  these  were  probably  drowned. 

"While  this  work  was  going  on  several  explosions  took  place  on  the  Furor,  and 
presently — at  about  11.30— she  threw  her  bows  in  the  air,  and  turning  to  port  slowly 
sank  in  deep  water. 

The  following  were  rescued  from  the  destroyers,  and  are  believed  to  be  the  only 
survivors : 

Furor. — Commander  Carlier,  Lieutenant  Arderius  (badly  wounded),  3  petty  officers, 
14  enlisted  men ;  total,  19. 

Pluton. — Commander  Vazquez,  Lieutenant  Boado,  4  petty  officers,  20  enlisted  men; 
total,  26. 

It  was  stated  by  Commander  Carlier  that  the  total  complement  of  the  Furor  was 
64  officers  and  enlisted  men.     That  of  the  Pluton  was  doubtless  the  same. 

While  one  of  our  boats  was  still  ashore,  seeing  heavy  clouds  of  smoke  behind  the 
next  point  the  ship  was  moved  in  that  direction,  the  men  being  at  quarters  and 
everything  in  readiness  for  further  action.  On  rounding  the  point  two  men-of-war 
were  found  on  the  beach  burning  fiercely  aft,  the  majority  of  the  crew  being  crowded 
on  the  forecastle  and  unable  apparently  to  reach  land,  only  200  yards  away.  Our 
boats,  under  Lieutenant  Norman  and  Ensign  Edson,  put  off  to  the  nearer  vessel, 
which  proved  to  be  the  flagship  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  and  rescued  all  on  board  by 
landing  them  on  the  beach  through  the  surf.  Lieutenant  Norman  formally  received 
the  surrender  of  the  commander  in  chief  and  all  his  officers  and  men  present,  and 
as  soon  as  all  hands  had  been  transferred  ashore,  brought  on  board  this  ship  all  the 
higher  officers,  including  the  admiral.  Lieutenant  Wood  meanwhile  rescued  the 
remaining  survivors  on  board  the  Oquendo,  the  second  of  the  burning  vessels. 

The  Spanish  officers  not  feeling  that  the  prisoners  on  shore  were  secure  from  attack 
by  Cuban  partisans,  by  your  orders  I  directed  Lieutenant  Norman  to  land  with  a 
small  force,  establish  a  camp  on  shore,  and  hoist  the  United  States  flag  over  it.  He 
took  with  him  all  the  rations  that  could  be  spared  from  the  stores  aboard. 

There  were  several  incidents  of  interest  that  have  not  been  related  in  this  report 
which  I  will  refer  to  briefly :  The  colors  of  the  Furor  and  Oquendo  were  brought  on 
board  by  Lieutenant  Wood,  and  the  colors  of  the  Pluton  by  Mr.  Proctor. 

The  flagship  New  Yorh  while  hastening  from  Sabone  to  join  in  the  general  action, 
saw  the  Gloucester  close  to  her  two  disabled  an  tagonists  and  cheered  her  as  she  went  by. 

The  Indiana  made  the  general  signal  to  the  Glouoester,  "Congratulations." 

During  the  night,  the  ship  then  being  on  the  blockading  station,  the  assistant 
chief  of  staff  hailed  from  a  torpedo  boat,  and  after  inquiring  about  our  casualties, 
added:  "The  admiral  admired  your  splendid  work." 

By  order  of  Captain  Evans,  tide  admiral  and  his  staff  were  transferred  from  this 
ship  to  the  Iowa,  all  other  unwounded  prisoners  were  sent  to  the  Indiana,  and  the 
22  wounded  were  taken  to  Sabone  and  put  on  board  the  army  hospital  steamer 
Olivette.  One  wounded  prisoner  died  on  board  and  was  buried  at  sea  on  the  way 
back  from  Sabone. 

A  comparison  of  the  armament  of  the  contending  vessels  is  interesting: 

Furor. — Length,  220  feet;  displacement,  370  tons;  armament,  two  14-pounder 
R.  F.  G.,  two  6-pounder  E.  F.  G.,  two  l-pounder  Maxim  automatic,  two  14-inoh  tor- 
pedo tubes ;  complement,  67. 

Pluton, — The  same. 

Gloucester  (late  the  yacht  Corsair,  N.Y.  Y.  C). — Length,  241  feet;  displacement, 
800  tons ;  armament,  four  6-pounder  R.  F.  G.,  four  3-pounder  R.  F.  G.,  two  6-milli- 
meter Colt  automatic ;  complement,  93. 

The  action  was  a  remarkable  one.  The  "materiel"  of  the  enemy  was  superior  in 
every  respect ;  and  yet,  having  destroyed  two  vessels,  either  one  of  which  would  have 
been  a  fair  match  for  this  ship  and  inflicted  terrible  loss  to  their  personnel,  I  have  to 
report  not  one  casualty.  This  result  I  attribute  wholly  to  the  accuracy  and  rapidity 
of  our  fire,  which  made  the  proper  service  of  the  guns  on  board  the  Spanish  ships 
utterly  impossible.     In  this  opinion  I  am  borne  out  by  the  statements  of  our  prison- 
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era  who  commented  on  the  awful  destructiveness  of  our  fire  and  spoke  of  their 
unsuccessful  efforts  to  use  their  torpedoes,  the  crews  being  swept  away  repeatedly  by 
bursting  shell.  They  also  referred  to  the  deadly  effect  of  the  Colt  automatic  6-mil- 
limeter  guns,  and  said  that  the  projectiles  from  titiese  passed  clean  through  the  vessels. 

While  I  may  not  say  that  any  one  of  our  officers  surpassed  the  others  in  gallantry 
or  efficiency,  I  can  not  refrain  from  enumerating  them  and  again  calling  your  atten- 
tion to  their  good  services. 

Lieutenant  Wood  in  command  of  the  after  division  performed  his  duties  in  action 
with  great  energy  and  efficiency.  After  the  action  was  over  he  bent  all  his  efforts  to 
saving  life,  and  it  is  due  to  his  efforts  and  those  of  Lieutenant  Norman,  Ensign  Edson, 
and  Assistant  Engineer  Proctor,  ably  seconded  by  the  men  under  their  commands, 
that  over  600  officers  and  men  were  rescaed  from  drowning. 

Lieutenant  Norman  showed  qualities  during  and  after  the  action  that  indicate 
unusual  fitness  for  a  naval  career.  It  fell  to  this  yonng  officer  to  receive  the  sur- 
render of  the  Spanish  commander  in  chief  after  having  rescued  him  from  his  burning 
flagship. 

Ensign  Edson,  although  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  sedentary 
studies  and  pursuits,  showed  the  result  of  his  early  training  at  the  Naval  Academy 
and  in  the  Navy  by  the  manner  in  which  he  fought  his  guns  during  the  action.  The 
skill  and  ability  he  showed  in  handling  his  boat  in  the  surf  in  the  work  of  rescue 
excited  the  admiration  of  the  seamen  under  his  command.  On  his  return  to  the  sh  ip, 
Mr.  Edson,  who  is  a  man  of  mature  age  and  a  surgeon  in  high  standing  in  New  York, 
turned  his  attention  to  the  wounded  prisoners  and  seconded  the  efforts  of  Assistant 
Surgeon  Bransford. 

Passed  Assistant  Engineer  McElroy  did  not  come  under  my  notice  during  the  action, 
but  the  great  speed  developed  by  this  ship  when  overtaking  the  enemy,  the  prompt- 
ness with  which  this  speed  was  attained  from  a  condition  of  inaction,  the  intelligent 
response  to  signals  from  the  bridge,  all  indicate  the  excellent  condition  of  the  disci- 
pline in  his  division,  and  of  the  "materiel"  under  his  immediate  charge.  Assistant 
Paymaster  Brown  did  effective  service  with  his  division  of  two  6-millimeter  Colt 
automatic  guns.    The  accuracy  of  the  fire  from  these  was  testified  to  by  our  prisoners. 

Assistant  Engineer  Proctor  has  just  joined  the  ship.  During  the  battle  he  acted  as 
your  aide,  and  afterwards  took  charge  of  a  boat  with  which,  at  great  peril  to  him- 
self, he  saved  many  lives  fcom  the  Pluton  and  Miror. 

Assistant  Surgeon  Bransford  also  did  double  duty.  He  took  charge  of  a  gun  in 
Mr.  Edson's  division  and  fought  gallantly  through  the  action,  his  services  as  surgeon 
not  being  called  upon  until  the  wounded  prisoners  were  brought  on  board. 

Among  the  men  I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  services  of  John  Bond, 
chief  boatswain's  mate,  captain  of  No.  1  gun  (3-pounder  E.  F.  G.).  The  excellent 
record  of  this  man  on  board  ship  is  known  to  you.  His  remarkable  marksmanship, 
perfect  coolness  in  action,  his  control  over  men,  and  his  force  of  character,  would 
indicate  his  fitness  for  a  higher  position  than  that  he  now  occupies. 

William  G.  Bee,  chief  gunner's  mate,  also  deserves  special  mention  at  this  time. 
This  man,  an  ex-apprentice,  left  a  lucrative  position  on  shore  from  a  pure  sense  of 
duty  and  patriotism.  His  constant  services  on  board  have  been  almost  invaluable, 
and  his  behavior  during  the  action  and  in  the  work  of  rescue  under  Ensign  Edson, 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  recognized  by  a  material  advancement  that  would  keep 
him  in  the  service, 

Herman  C.  Green,  quartermaster,  first  class,  steered  the  ship  through  the  action 
without  an  error,  where  an  error  could  so  easily  be  made  and  with  disastrous  results. 
His  coolness  and  skill  merit  recognition. 

The  division  officers,  whose  reports  to  you  accompany  this  letter,  have  made  certain 
recommendations,  in  which  I  heartily  concur. 
Very  respectfully, 

Harrt  P.  HUSE, 
Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N,,  Executive  Officer. 

The  Captain. 


131409. 

[Engagament  of  Yixen  with  Spanish  fleet  Jnly  3, 1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Vixen, 
Guantanamo,  Cuba,  July  7, 1898. 
Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  to  the  part  taken 
by  the  U.  S.  S,  Vixen  in  the  engagement  with  the  Spanish  fleet  under 
the  command  of  Admiral  Gervera  during  the  morning  and  afternoon 
of  Sunday,  July  3, 1898, 
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Between  9.35  and  9.45  a.  m.  the  Vixen  was  at  a  point  about  4  miles 
to  the  westward  of  Morro,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  1 J  miles  south  of 
the  shore  line.  At  about  9.40  it  was  reported  to  me  that  an  explosion 
had  taken  place  in  the  entrance  of  Santiago  Harbor.  I  went  on  deck 
and  almost  immediately  sighted  the  leading  vessel  of  the  Spanish  fleet 
standing  out  of  the  entrance.  Some  of  the  vessels  of  our  fleet  were 
closing  in  toward  Morro  and  firing. 

The  Ftajemwas  heading  toward  the  Morro.  The  engines  were  ordered 
ahead  at  full  speed  and  the  helm  put  hard  aport,  the  object  being  to 
cross  ahead  of  the  leading  Spanish  vessel,  and  thus  not  obstruct  the 
gun  fire  of  our  own  fleet,  the  shells  from  which  soon  began  to  fall  about 
the  position  we  had  just  left. 

The  leading  Spanish  vessel  opened  fire  on  this  vessel  with  her  star- 
board bow  guns,  the  projectiles  from  which  passed  over  us,  all  being 
aimed  too  high.  I  estimate  the  number  of  shots  fired  at  us  at  this  time 
to  have  been  between  five  and  ten. 

As  the  Vixen  gathered  headway  her  head  came  to  about  south  by 
east,  opening  the  BrooTclyn  up  about  two  points  on  our  port  bow; 
steadied  her  and  steamed  on  about  this  course  until  we  had  reached  a 
position  about  a  mile  to  the  southward  and  westward  of  the  BrooTclyn, 
which  was  now  turning  with  port  helm  and  firing  her  guns  as  they  bore 
on  the  enemy's  vessels.  At  9.50  hoisted  signal  No.  252,  The  course 
was  then  ordered  changed  to  west-southwest,  the  intention  being  to 
steer  a  parallel  course  to  that  of  the  Spanish  fleet.  By  some  mistake 
the  quartermaster  steadied  the  helm  on  southwest  by  south,  which  was 
soon  discovered,  but  not  until  the  Vixen  had  increased  her  distance  off- 
shore by  perhaps  another  half  mile.  The  course  west-southwest  was 
again  ordered,  and  when  steadied  on  it  we  were  at  an  estimated  dis- 
tance of  about  5  miles  from  the  shore.  Prom  about  10.16  the  courses 
and  times  of  changing  were  as  follows:  At  10.15  changed  course  to 
W.  J  S.,  at  10.56  to  NW.  by  N.,  at  11.00  WIJTW.,  at  11.05  W.  by  N.,  at 
11.10  NW.  by  W.,  at  11.15  W.  by  N.,  at  11.30  W.  by  S.,  at  1.50  W.  by 
N,  All  these  courses  were  by  the  steering  compass,  and  the  speed 
was  estimated  from  12  to  13^  knots  per  hour.  Times  noted  are  by 
deck  clock,  which  was  five  minutes  fast  of  watch  time  used  in  the  notes 
inclosed. 

Seeing  that  the  Spanish  vessels  were  out  of  range  of  our  guns  while 
we  were  well  within  range  of  theirs,  we  reserved  our  fire. 

About  11.06,  having  approached  within  range  of  the  Vizcaya,  we 
opened  fire  with  our  starboard  battery  at  an  elevation  of  5,000  yards 
for  the  6-pounder  guns  and  extreme  elevation  for  the  1-pounders;  con- 
tinued the  fire  for  six  minutes,  when,  seeing  that  the  ensign  of  the 
Vizcaya  was  not  flying,  at  11.12  ordered  cease  firing.  Expended  twenty- 
seven  6-pounder  armor-piercing  shells  and  eighteen  1-pounder  common 
shells. 

After  passing  Asseraderro  the  course  was  held  at  from  west  by  north 
to  west  by  south ,  heading  for  the  point  on  the  western  horizon.  Average 
speed,  about  12  to  13 J  knots;  average  number  of  revolutions,  105  per 
minute ;  average  steam  pressure,  122J  pounds. 

The  Brooklyn  and  Oregon  bore  on  the  port  and  starboard  bows,  re- 
spectively, and  were  gradually  dropping  the  Vixen  astern,  as  was  the 
Cristobal  Colon,  which  was  running  closer  inshore.  About  12.25  the 
Oregon  opened  fire  on  the  Colon,  as  did  also  the  Brooklyn,  feeling  their 
way  up  to  the  range,  which  was  apparently  obtained  after  the  fourth  or 
fifth  shot.  About  1.20  the  Oregon  and  Brooklyn  headed  inshore  about 
four  points.    About  J.28  the  Texas  hoisted  signal,  "Enemy  has  surren- 
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dered."  This  signal  was  repeated  to  the  ISIew  YorTc  by  the  Vixen.  At 
2.30  Vixen  stopped  off  Eio  Tarquino,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Oregon  and 
Brooklyn.  The  Cristobal  Colon  was  close  inshore,  bows  on  the  beach, 
her  colors  down,  lying  on  the  deck  at  the  foot  of  her  staff. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  notes  taken  during  the  chase 
by  my  orders  upon  the  suggestion  of  Lieutenant  Harlow.  These  notes 
were  written  by  Assistant  Paymaster  Doherty.  The  incidents  and 
times  were  given  by  Lieutenant  Harlow,  whose  watch  was  five  minutes 
slow  of  deck-clock  time.  The  times  taken  after  10.30  are  accurate; 
those  taken  before  that  time  were  estimated  and  may  be  in  error  a  few 
minntes. 

Inclosed  is  a  sketch  showing  positions  of  vessels  at  various  times. 
It  is  taken  from  a  chart  taken  from  the  Cristobal  Colon  after  the  sur- 
render and  is  enlarged  four  times.    All  courses  are  true. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  call  to  your  attention  the  coolness  and  strict 
attention  to  duty  of  both  ofttcers  and  men. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Alex.  Shabp,  Jr., 

Lieutenant,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  VrsBN, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 
Sir:  In  accordance  -with  Article  No.  525,  United  States  Navy  Regulations,  I  have 
the  honor  to  report  that  during  the  engagement  with  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  on 
July  3,  1898,  the  ordnance  of  this  vessel  worked  well,  with  the  exception  of  the 
lever  of  No.  3,  l-pounder  automatic,  which  broke,  necessitating  the  shifting  of  guns 
Nos.  2  and  3  on  their  mounts. 

This  vessel  received  the  first  fire  from  the  advanced  vessel  of  the  enemy,  and  for 
an  hour  or  more  was  within  the  zone  of  fire  of  the  three  leading  vessels,  many  shells 
that  passed  over  the  Brooklyn  falling  about  us. 

Respectfully,  C.  H.  Harlow, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Mxecutive. 
The  Commanding  Officer, 

U.  a.  S.  Vixen. 

Notet  taken  during  the  engagement  with  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  on  July  S,  1898. 

[These  notea  were  written  about  11  a.  m.  and  were  drawn  from  the  recollection  of  events  transpiring. 

prior  to  10.30.] 

At  9.45  a.  m.  reported  tug  coming  out  of  harbor.  Mr.  Harlow  examined  it  through 
a  glass  and  discovered  it  to  he  a  Spanish  cruiser  flying  what  was  probably  an 
admiral's  flag. 

Notified  commanding  officer;  called  all  hands  to  quarters  and  stood  to  southward. 
Brooklyn  hoisted  signal  230.  The  leading  vessel  had  about  changed  course  to  west 
when  second  vessel  appeared,  followed  shortly  afterwards  by  the  Colon.  The  first 
two  vessels  were  evidently  the  Viscaya  and  Or/uendo  or  Maria  Teresa.  Fleet  closing 
in  and  opening  fire.  About  10  a.  m.  leading  enemy's  vessel  had  headed  to  west,  full 
speed,  followed  by  the  others.  Brooklyn  at  10  was  nearest  vessel,  and,  standing  to 
north,  engaged  leading  two  ships. 

At  this  time  two  leading  ships  were  quite  close  together,  with  an  interval  of,  per- 
haps, three-fourths  of  a  mile  between  second  ship  and  Colon.  About  10.05  the  Brook- 
lyn began  to  turn  with  port  helm  and  made  a  complete  turn  to  eastward,  coming 
around  so  that  when  again  heading  west  the  two  leading  enemy's  ships  bore  well  on 
her  starboard  bow  and  the  Colon  on  her  starboard  quarter.  For  the  next  fifteen 
minutes  the  Brooklyn  sustained  and  returned  the  fire  of  the  two  leading  ships,  with 
an  occasional  shot  from  the  Colon. 

The  Vixen  steered  courses  of  various  time  intervals,  of  south,  southwest  by  south, 
and  about  10.15  was  going  ahead  full  speed  W.  i  S.  (steering  compass).  The  shells 
that  went  over  Brooklyn  struck  close  ahead,  astern,  and  on  starboard  beam  of  Vixen, 
and  several  passed  directly  over,  a  piece  of  bursting  shell  going  through  the  flag  at 
mainmast  head. 
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Notes  taken  T>y  Lieutenant  Harlow  during  the  engagement  with  Admiral  Get  jera's  fleet  on 

July  3,  1898. 

[These  notes  are  aconrate,  as  viewed  from  the  Tixen.  The  watch  used  was  at  practically  the  same 
reading  as  the  deck  clock  of  the  Brooklyn.  Accuracy  of  poHition  is  not  claimed  for  any  vessel. 
Position  and  bearings  are  relative  only.    Incidents  recounted  are  accurate.] 

10.32a.  m.  Colon  and  first  boat  close  together,  just  clear  otBrooTclyn's  bow.  Colon  evi- 
dently passing  ahead.  The  first  ship  th  at  came  out  of  h  arbor  stopped  off  Juan  Gonza- 
les, undoubtedly  on  fire.  Oregon  forging  ahead  and  firing  ahead.  Enemy's  destroyers 
to  westward  of  Cabanas,  evidently  engaged  by  Iowa  and  Texas  and  apparently  on 
fire.    Indiana  a  little  to  the  westward  of  Morro. 

At  10.34.  Colon  still  gaining.  Ship  which  led  before  rapidly  dropping  behind, 
and  two  on  fire  near  Juan  Gonzales.  Colon  reserving  fire.  Colon  commenced  firing 
again  at  10.37.  No  other  United  States  vessels  in  sight.  Texas  and  Iowa  in  rear  of 
Oregon  5  to  6  miles.    Distance  between  Iowa  and  Indiana  about  4.     Colon  slacking  up. 

At  10.40  second  vessel  just  clear  of  stern  of  Brooklyn.  Vixen  distant  about  5  miles. 
Oregon  gaining  rapidly.     Colon  using  only  smokeless  powder. 

At  10.46  Brooklyn  forged  ahead  from  our  point  of  view.  Oregon  fired  13-inch  from 
forward  gun. 

At  10.47  Texas  considerably  ahead  of  Iowa  and  gaining  rapidly. 

At  10.48  shell  from  Brooklyn  burst  apparently  along  side  of  second  vessel.  Texas 
passed  Juan  Gonzales  at  10.49.  Indiana  off  Cabanas  at  10.49.  Vixen  at  10.50  veered 
in  shore,  heading  about  north  northwest. 

At  10.53  Texas  gaining.    loica  off  Gonzales.    Yacht  and  Indiana  off  Guyacabou. 

At  10.54  Vizcaya  (?)  evidently  on  fire  and  heading  for  beach,  with  a  heavy  list  to 
port  quarter. 

At  10.56  Vizcaya  heading  for  Aserraderos.  Texas  coming  up  5  mUes  distant. 
Vizcaya  at  11,  with  colors  flying,  nearly  ashore  at  Aserraderos. 

At  11.01  Vizeaya  ported  helm  and  headed  about  east.  Texas  firing  forward  gun. 
Iowa  and  New  York  close  off  shore,  and  torpedo  boat  astern  of  New  York  about  1 
mile. 

At  11.04  Vizcaya  starboarded  and  stood  close  inshore. 

At  11.05  Vixen  opened  fire  on  Vizcaya  and  at  11.07  her  colors  came  down  and  orders 
were  given  on  board  the  Vixen  to  cease  firing. 

At  11.09  sudden  burst  of  fire  from  her  and  probably  sinking. 

At  11.15  Texas  and  other  ships  reserved  their  fire.  Iowa  gaining  on  Massachusetts. 
Vessels  in  sight  at  11.16,  Iowa  and  Indiana;  Indiana  at  least  10  miles  from  Colon. 
Vessel  ashore  at  Aserraderos,  probably  flagship. 

At  11.20  Iowa  evidently  had  stopped. 

At  11.24  flames  were  seen  bursting  from  the  Vizcaya. 

At  11.26  the  Vizcaya  exploded,  followed  at  11.30  by  another  explosion,  probably 
magazine,  with  large  sheets  of  flame.  Other  explosions  at  11.33.30, 11.35.15, 11.36.15, 
and  11.41. 

At  11.42  the  position  of  the  ships  as  seen  from  the  Vixen  was  as  follows :  The 
Colon  close  inshore,  distant  about  7  miles  from  the  Vixen;  the  Oregon  about  one 
point  on  the  starboard  bow,  distant  about  1^^  miles ;  the  Brooklyn  one  point  on  star- 
board bow,  distant  about  3  miles;  the  Texas  on  starboard  quarter,  distant  about  1 
mile ;  loxoa  two  points  on  starboard  quarter,  distant  about  8  miles ;  New  York  one 
point  on  starboard  quarter,  distant  "about  10  miles;  the  two  latter  apparently  off 
Boca  del  Rio.  No  other  vessels  in  sight.  Smoke  of  ships  destroyed  off  Juan  Gonzales 
in  sight,  but  hulls  invisible. 

At  11  52  another  explosion  occurred  on  the  Vizcaya. 

Position  at  noon  practically  the  same,  except  Texas  gaining  rapidly.  Vixen  abreast 
of  Cevilla,  30  miles  west  of  Santiago.  Texas  bearing  three  points  on  starboard  quar- 
ter, distant  1  mile.  Oregon  and  Brooklyn  one  point  on  starboard  and  port  bows 
respectively,  distant  4  and  5  miles.  Colon  two  points  on  starboard  bow,  distant 
about  10  miles,  close  under  fourth  hill  (see  sketch) — Bayamita.  Vixen  shifted  Nos. 
2  and  3  1-pounder  guns  upon  their  mounts  at  12  03,  No.  3  1-pounder  being  disabled. 

At  12.05  New  York  was  in  line  with  burning  ship  at  Aserraderos,  about  9  miles 
distant. 

At  12.15  Texas  on  starboard  quarter,  Vixen  heading  west  by  south  (p.  c).  New  York 
two  points  on  starboard  quarter  and  evidently  gaining.  Oregon  one-half  point  on 
starboard  bow.  Brooklyn  one  point  on  port  bow,  distant  9  miles.  Colon  one  point 
on  starboard  bow,  distant  10  miles,  half  way  between  third  and  fourth  hills.  Oregon 
started  firing  at  12.20,  her  shot  falling  short.    Fired  ouly  one  shot  from  13-inch  gun. 

At  12.23  Oregon  fired  again;  shot  struck  a  little  ahead  of  Colon,  and  appeared  to 
pass  over  her.  Colon  is  almost  hull  down  from  the  Vixen.  Brooklyn  started  firing 
at  12.26;  struck  very  short,  about  two-thirds  of  distance  to  Colon;  second  shot  at 
12.26.30,  about  three-fourths  distance  to  Colon;  third  shot  at  12.27.15,  about  four- 
fifths  distance  to  Colon;  fourth  shot  about  five-sixths  of  distance. 
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At  12.29.30   Oregon  flred  again ;   shot  Tvent  over.     There  were  thirteen  seconds 
between  the  flash  of  the  Brooklyn's  shot  and  the  time  the  shell  struck  the  water. 
At  12.50  the  Texas  bore  one  point  forward  of  the  starboard  beam. 
At  1.15  the  BrooMyn  and  Oregon  headed  in  about  four  points. 

At  1.23  the  Texas  hoisted  signal,  enemy  has  surrendered.     The  Colon  lying  at  Eio 
Turquino.    Boat  from  Brooklyn  went  alongside  Colon's  starbi):ird  side  at  2  o'clock. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  H.  Harlow, 
lAeutenani  U.  H.  N. 
The  Commanding  Officeii, 

U.  S.  S.  Vixen. 


131409. 

[Report  of  battle  off  Santiago  July  3,  1898.] 

U.  S.  Torpedo  Boat  Ericsson, 
Harbor  of  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  July  5,  1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  article  437,  page  98,  U.  S.  Navy  Regulations, 
1896, 1  respectfully  report  that  on  the  morulng  of  July  3, 1898,  the  U.  S. 
torpedo  boat  Ericsson  was  proceeding  under  half  speed  on  the  starboard 
quarter  of  the  U.  S.  flagship  JSew  Torlc  toward  Siboney  when  the 
enemy  was  sighted  coming  out  of  Santiago  entrance,  we  being  then  5  or 
6  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  Morro.  The  vessels  of  our  fleet  were  firing 
on  the  enemy.  The  helm  was  put  hard  aport  at  once  and  full  power 
put  on  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  the  course  directed  toward  the 
enemy's  ships,  the  crew  at  quarters,  and  the  vessel  in  all  respects  ready 
to  deliver  torpedo  attack.  By  the  time  we  had  turned  to  westward 
two  of  the  enemy's  vessels  were  out  in  plain  sight.  They  were  followed 
at  short  intervals  by  the  other  two  cruisers,  and  then,  after  a  longer 
interval,  by  the  two  torpedo-boat  destroyers.  The  fire  of  the  shore 
batteries  supported  the  enemy's  fleet,  and  the  fire  of  both  fleets  was 
rapid  and  continuous.  The  flagship  New  York  had  hoisted  signal  260, 
"Close  in  toward  harbor  entrance  and  attack  vessels."  The  Ericsson 
proceeded  as  fast  as  possible,  the  steam  pressure  and  speed  gradually 
increasing.  The  shore  batteries  at  entrance  to  Santiago  were  directing 
their  fire  on  the  Gloucester  at  this  time,  which  was  hotly  engaged  with 
the  two  torpedo-boat  destroyers.  At  full  speed  we  drew  near  the 
entrance,  and  as  we  passed  and  afterwards  the  fire  of  the  shore  bat- 
teries was  directed  on  us.  Several  shell  struck  near  us,  short  or 
beyond,  and  two  burst  overhead  and  over. 

The  Ericsson  was  not  struck.  The  BrooMyn,  Texas,  Oregon,  Iowa, 
and  Indiana  were  closely  engaged  with  the  Colon,  Vizcaya,  Oquendo, 
and  Maria  Teresa;  the  tiring  was  furious.  As  we  drew  near  the  two 
torpedo-boat  destroyers  were  seen  to  strike  to  the  Gloucester,  and  the 
Maria  Teresa  and  Oquendo  to  run  ashore,  strike  their  colors,  and  dis- 
play white  flags.  They  were  both  on  fire  and  clouds  of  steam  arising 
from  their  hatches  and  ports.  The  Indiana  remained  near  them,  the 
Iowa  directed  her  fire  on  the  Vizcaya,  and  the  Oregon  joined  in  the 
chase  of  the  Colon.  The  course  of  the  Ericsson  was  directed  toward 
the  Vizcaya,  prepared  to  deliver  torpedo  attack,  but  before  we  could 
arrive  within  striking  distance  the  Vizcaya  was  seen  to  strike  to  the 
Iowa,  run  ashore,  and  burst  into  flames,  her  engines  being  left  running 
and  clouds  of  steam  issuing  from  all  her  openings  on  deck  and  in  her 
sides.  The  course  of  the  Ericsson  was  then  set  for  the  Colon,  which 
was  running  very  fast  to  the  westward,  pursued  by  the  Brooklyn,  Texas, 
and  Oregon,  As  the  Ericsson  was  hauling  away  from  the  Ifew  York  in 
the  chase,  signal  was  made,  interrogatory,  2872,  "Eequest  permission 
to  continue  the  chase."  The  flagship  hoisted  negative  and  by  wigwag 
signal  directed  the  Ericsson  to  pick  up  men  in  the  water  astern. 
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Turned  with  port  helm  and  found  and  picked  up  one  man  afloat  on  a 
piece  of  wreckage,  and  then  returned  to  the  chase,  the  New  TorTc  in 
the  meantime  chasing  fast  after  the  Colon.  As  we  came  up  with  the 
Iowa,  lying  about  2  miles  seaward  of  Yizcaya,  the  Ericsson  was 
hailed  and  directed  to  go  inshore  and  rescue  the  crew  of  the  Vizcaya 
from  the  burning  vessel.  Ean  close  alongside  the  Vizcaya  and  sent 
small  boat  to  her,  boats  from  Iowa  pulling  in  also  at  same  time.  Ex- 
plosions from  the  ammunition  on  board  the  Vizcaya  began  about  this 
time  and  her  guns,  which  had  been  left  loaded,  were  fired  one  after 
the  other  by  the  flames.  The  Vizcaya  was  on  fire  fore  and  aft,  but  the 
mass  of  the  fire  was  aft,  and  the  position  of  the  Ericsson  was  perilous  in 
the  extreme  and  only  the  urgency  of  the  occasion  caused  her  to  remain. 
Eescued  11  officers  and  about  90  sailors  and  marines  from  the  vessel, 
many  of  them  sorely  wounded.  The  Spanish  were  no  sooner  taken  on 
board  than  they  urged  immediate  withdrawal  of  the  Ericsson,  but  this 
vessel  remained  until  all  alive  had  been  taken  from  the  Vizcaya  by  the 
Ericsson^s  small  boat  and  the  boats  from  the  Iowa.  One  of  the  Vizcaya's 
large  cutters  was  also  used.  The  Ericsson's  deck  was  then  crowded  with 
prisoners,  most  of  them  naked  and  many  of  them  wounded,  and  she 
returned  to  the  Iowa,  towing  the  Vizcaya? s  cutter,  also  filled  with  pris- 
oners. These  were  all  put  on  board  the  Iowa,  and  the  Ericsson  was  by 
her  directed  to  verify  the  information  given  by  the  Resolute,  which  came 
up  from  eastward,  and  signaled,  "Enemy's  ships  to  eastward."  Spoke 
Resolute,  which  reported  that  she  had  made  out  an  enemy's  battle  ship 
off  Siboney;  then  spoke  transport  Comal,  which  had  only  seen  the 
signal  displayed  by  the  Resolute;  then  spoke  Harvard,  which  reported 
having  made  out  an  enemy's  battle  ship;  requested  Harvard  to  notify 
Iowa,  and  proceeded  under  full  speed  to  eastward.  Off  vicinity  of 
Siboney  sighted  Indiana  and  an  Austrian  battle  ship.  The  Indiana 
signaled  Ericsson  to  come  within  hail,  and  directed  that  we  proceed 
ander  full  speed  to  westward  to  notify  our  vessels  of  presence  of  Aus- 
trian battleship  Infanta  Maria  Theresa,  which,  desiring  to  go  into  San- 
tiago, had  been  referred  to  the  commander  in  chief  in  view  of  the 
existing  conditions.  Proceeded  as  directed  until  up  with  Joica;  reported 
to  Iowa,  and  that  our  coal  was  almost  gone,  and  that  we  were  using  salt 
feed  in  the  boilers,  the  vessel  only  carrying  two  hours'  fresh  feed  at  full 
power,  and  the  Ericsson  then  having  been  over  four  hours  under  full 
power.  Eeceived  permission  to  return  to  eastward,  and  proceeded  until 
signaled  by  Harvard  to  come  within  hail;  by  her  was  directed  to  tow 
her  boats  to  and  from  the  burning  wrecks  of  the  Maria  Theresa  and 
Oquendo.  This  was  accordingly  done  until  no  more  persons  remained 
to  be  rescued  from  the  vessels,  the  remaining  prisoners  being  all  ashore 
on  the  beach.  Eeceived  permission  from  the  Harvard  to  proceed  to 
eastward.  About  6  p.  m.  spoke  Iowa,  and  received  permission  to  go  to 
Gruantanamo  for  coal  and  water,  at  which  harbor  Ericsson  arrived  at 
9.45  p.  m.,  and  reported  the  victory  to  commanding  ofiacer  U.  S.  S.  Mas- 
sachusetts, the  senior  ofiScer  present. 

There  were  no  casualties  on  board  this  vessel. 

I  respectfully  commend  the  good  conduct  of  Edward  Eyan,  gunner's 
mate,  second  class,  who  manned  the  small  boat  and  brought  off  the  ofii- 
cers  and  men  from  the  stern  of  the  Vizcaya,  a  duty  of  great  danger  from 
the  incessant  explosions  of  ammunition  on  board  her. 
Very  respectfully, 

N.  E.  Usher, 
Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  OoMMANDiiiE  IN  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Fobcb, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


BUKEAU  OP  NAVIGATION.  649 

131409. 

[Part  taken  by  Sarvard  in  occurrences  of  July  3,  after  destrnctlon  of  Spanish  fleet.] 

Ko.  44.]  U.  S.  8.  Harvakd, 

At  Sea,  Off  Altar es,  Cuba,  July  4,  1898. 

SiK :  On  Sunday  the  3d  instant  the  Harvard,  under  my  command, 
was  at  Altares,  Cuba,  discharging  the  military  stores  brought  in  the 
ship  with  the  troops  from  Newport  News,  Ya.  Nearly  all  of  the  boats 
and  the  majority  of  the  officers  of  the  ship  were  employed  in  this  work. 
Some  of  the  boats  were  away  from  the  ship  discharging  their  loads  and 
others  were  alongside  loading. 

At  10.45  a.  m.  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Resolute  passed  Altares  at  a  considerable 
distance,  standing  to  the  eastward,  sounding  her  whistle  vigorously 
and  flying  a  signal  which  announced  that  the  Spanish  fleet  had  "fled." 
With  the  utmost  dispatch  I  recalled  the  boats  and  officers  to  the  ship, 
hoisted  the  former,  sent  the  steam  launch  on  shore,  got  under  way,  and 
stood  to  the  westward  to  join  you.    The  ship  was  cleared  for  action. 

I  had  previously  observed  that  the  fleet  was  firing,  but  supposed  that 
it  was  a  bombardment  of  the  Morro  and  the  neighboring  batteries. 
The  ships  of  the  fleet  had  meantime  disappeared  to  the  westward,  none 
being  in  sight  when  I  came  out  from  behind  the  land  where  1  could 
command  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  coast  west  of  Morro. 

I  soon  came  up  with  the  wrecks  on  shore  of  two  of  the  smaller  ves- 
sels and  two  of  the  cruisers  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  shortly  afterwards 
with  the  wreck  of  a  third  cruiser,  all  of  the  cruisers  burning  fiercely. 

I  had  meantime  passed  the  Indiana  and  one  of  our  torpedo  boats, 
standing  to  the  eastward  in  search  of  the  missing  Spanish  cruiser,  and 
informed  them  that  a  large  Spanish  battle  ship  or  cruiser  was  in  sight 
to  the  eastward  of  Daiquiri.  They  immediately  stood  on  in  chase,  but 
the  supposed  enemy  was  ascertained  later  to  be  the  Austrian  cruiser 
Maria  Teresa. 

At  the  most  westerly  of  the  three  wrecks  of  the  Spanish  cruisers, 
the  Vizcaya,  I  found  the  battle  ship  Iowa  and  communicated  with  her. 
Learning  from  Captain  Evans  that  you,  in  the  New  Yoric,  were  in  chase 
of  the  Cristobal  Colon  and  were  probably  many  miles  to  the  westward, 
I  decided  not  to  go  farther  in  that  direction. 

Shortly  afterwards  the  Iowa  and  the  Harvard  stood  to  the  eastward, 
and  upon  reaching  the  wrecks  of  the  Oquendo  and  Maria  Teresa  Cap- 
tain Evans  informed  me  that  the  officers  and  crews  of  both  vessels 
were  on  shore  in  great  distress  and  suffering  for  want  of  food,  and 
asked  me  if  I  would  rescue  them — a  request  with  which  I  of  course 
instantly  complied  and  which  would  have  been  unnecessary  had  I  pre- 
viously known  the  circumstances  concerning  them. 

I  took  the  Harvard  in  as  near  the  wrecks  as  I  deemed  to  be  prudent, 
and  at  4.40  p.  m.  lowered  nine  of  our  boats  and  sent  them  in  to  the 
shore  to  rescue  the  survivors.  This  work  continued  until  9.45  p.  m., 
when  the  last  boat  load  of  Spanish  prisoners  came  alongside.  During 
the  greater  part  of  the  time  the  steam  cutter  of  the  Indiana  rendered 
valuable  assistance  in  towing  our  boats  to  and  from  the  shore.  We 
had  the  good  fortune  to  rescue  35  officers  and  637  men  without  accident 
to  them  or  to  our  boats,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  landing  was 
through  the  surf,  and  dangerous  as  well  from  the  incessant  explosion 
of  ammunition,  both  small  and  large,  as  from  the  surf.  The  boats  were 
handled  with  skill  and  judgment  by  the  officers  in  command  of  them, 
who  were  Lieutenants  Beale,  Eoberts,  Davis,  and  Bradshaw,  Ensigns 
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Turner  and  Cuming,  and  Cadets  Noa  and  Bruff,  whose  conduct  and 
that  of  the  boats'  crews  was  commendable. 

Among  tlie  rescued  were  38  sick  and  wounded.  At  10  o'clock  I 
steamed  on  to  rejoin  the  ships  oft'  Santiago,  reaching  them  at  10.55 
p.  m,,  with  the  junior  medical  officer  of  the  Indiana  and  a  lieutenant 
a]id  a  boat's  crew  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Oloueester. 

The  Spanish  ofScers  and  men  received  every  attention  that  it  was 
possible  to  bestow  upon  them  for  their  comfort  and  welfare.  Some  of 
them  came  on  board  wholly  nude,  and  many  with  only  a  shirt  or  trou- 
sers. As  soon  as  possible  after  their  arrival  on  board  they  were  pro- 
vided with  food  and  necessary  clothing.  About  300  working  suits  and 
many  shoes  and  canvas  hats  were  issued  to  them.  The  sick  and 
wounded  were  attended  by  our  own  medical  staff,  assisted  by  two  of 
the  Spanish  medical  ofiBcers,  who  were  among  those  rescued. 

I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  detailed  report  of  Lieut.  Joseph 
Beale,  U.  S.  N.,  of  the  Harvard,  who  was  the  senior  offlcer  in  charge  of 
the  transportation  of  the  Spaniards  to  this  ship,  and  I  beg  leave  to 
invite  your  attention  to  the  terms  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  highly 
commendable  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  associated  with  him  in 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  an  important  and  humane  duty,  and 
one  not  without  exposure  to  danger. 

This  forenoon  16  of  the  most  severely  wounded  men  were  transferred 
to  the  U.  S.  hospital  ship  Solace.  None  of  the  Spanish  officers  on  board 
of  this  ship  was  so  seriously  wounded  as  to  require  transfer  to  that 
vessel. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  be  permitted  the  privilege  in  my  own  behalf, 
as  well  as  that  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Harvard,  to  extend  to  you 
and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  our  most  hearty  and  sincere 
congratulations  upon  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by  you  yesterday, 
which  adds  another  page  to  the  imperishable  glory  and  renown  of  the 
history  of  our  Navy. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  S.  Cotton, 

Captain,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  /Station. 


128711. 

[Report  of  rescue  of  snrvivors  of  destroyed  Spanisli  cruisers  by  men  of  Harvard.^ 

U.  8.  S.  Harvard, 
Off  Altares,  Cuba,  July  4,  1898. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  order  I  have  the  honor  to  call  to  your  attention 
the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  of  this  ship  engaged  under  my  charge  in  the  res- 
cue of  637  oiHoera  and  men  of  the  Spanish  cruisers  Almirante  Oquendo  and  Maria 
Teresa  on  the  afternoon  of  July  3. 

The  first  two  boats  were  sent  at  4.40  p.  m.  to  the  Oquendo,  then  ashore  in  Gorgon- 
zales  Bay  and  burning  fiercely.  Fifteen  exhausted  men  were  here  saved,  most  of 
them  hanging  on  lines  from  the  bows  to  escape  the  iire,  and  all  of  them  in  the  last 
extremity  from  heat,  smoke,  and  fright.  In  the  njeantime  6  more  of  the  heavy  ship's 
boats  proceeded  to  the  adjoining  bay,  called  Praya  Nima  Nima,  where  the  Maria  Teresa 
was  ashore  and  aiire,  with  her  bow  not  more  than  75  yards  from  the  beach.  The  first 
boat  in  made  fast  to  a  small  chain  hanging  from  the  bows  of  the  ship  and  veered  in 
through  the  surf  close  to  the  beach,  sending  a  line  ashore.  The  survivors  were  taken 
into  the  boat  over  this  line  and  transferred  to  the  next  boat  ahead,  which,  when 
loaded,  shoved  off  and  pulled  straight  for  the  Harvard,  passing  within  a  few  yards  of 
the  burning  ship. 

In  this  way  most  of  the  survivors  were  taken  off.  Two  boat  loads  of  the  most 
Berionsly  wounded  were  placed  in  a  beached  six-oared  cutter  of  the  Glouoeste}-  and 
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taken  off  by  her  crew.  The  ste.im  cutter  of  the  Indiana  was  most  useful  in  towing 
our  heavy  hoats,  and  in  one  instance  pulled  one  of  them  oft'  the  beach.  A  detail  of 
officers  and  men  from  the  Indiana  and  Gloucester  was  most  useful  in  helping  the 
Spanish  to  the  boats  and  succoring  the  wounded.  For  five  hours  the  men  worked 
close  to  a  fiercely  burning  ship  amid  the  incessant  explosion  of  small-arm  ammuni- 
tion, at  least  one  explosion  of  a  more  serious  character  taking  place,  and,  although 
warned  frequently  by  the  Spanish  officers  that  a  great  explosion  forward  might  take 
place  at  any  moment,  worked  coolly  and  steadily. 

In  five  hours  637  Spanish  officers  and  men,  all  of  them  worn  out  and  many  seri- 
ously wounded,  were  takeu  from  the  burning  Oquendo  or  through  the  surf  and 
transferred  to  the  Harvard,  without  accident  to  man  or  boat,  by  crews  of  men,  most 
of  whom  had  been  in  the  service  only  one  month.  Such  a  happy  result  under  such 
trying  surroundings  could  only  have  been  brought  about  by  the  sustained  courage 
of  the  men  and  their  officers.  I  desire  particularly  to  call  attention  to  the  humane 
way  the  men  handled  and  helped  the  Spanish  into  the  boats,  treating  them  in  all 
respects  as  comrades  in  distress.  The  humanity  displayed  by  our  men  was  fully 
equal  to  their  courage. 

Very  respectfully,  Joseph  Bkalb, 

Lieutenant,  United  States  Navy. 

The  Commanding  Officer, 

TJ.  S.  S.  Harvard. 


131264. 

[Report  of  assietance  rendered  by  Si»t  after  battle  of  Santiago.] 

U.  S.  8.  Hist, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  4,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  on  July  3,  at  9.30  a.  m.,  wheu  this  vessel 
was  just  east  of  Morro  Castle,  following  the  flagship  New  Torlc,  the 
enemy  were  discovered  leaving,  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  Immediately 
turned,  with  flagship,  and  proceeded  toward  the  enemy. 

Beat  to  general  quarters  at  9.45.  At  10  o'clock  passed  two  torpedo 
boats  (Pluton  and  Furore)  of  enemy  ashore  and  inflames,  the  Gloucester 
standing  by  them.  Headed  in  a  few  minutes  later  for  the  Maria  Theresa 
and  Oquendo,  which  were  aground  and  burning,  for  the  purpose  of  pick- 
ing up  officers  and  crews.  The  New  York  Herald  boat.  Golden  Bod,  ran 
alongside  of  us,  and  requested  that  Surgeon  Simons  of  the  Iowa,  whom 
they  had  on  board,  be  taken  to  his  ship.  This  was  done.  We  then 
headed  inshore,  and  ran  close  to  the  Vizcaya,  which  was  on  a  reef  and 
in  flames.  Lowered  our  boats,  and,  in  charge  of  Lieutentant  Hunicke 
and  Assistant  Engineer  Kellogg,  they  took  off  from  the  ship  and  beach 
142  Spanish  prisoners,  15  of  whom  were  wounded,  several  dangerously. 
Balance  Vizcaya's  crew  taken  on  board  Ericsson  and  Iowa.  Stood  by 
Vizcaya  from  11  a.  m.  to  6.30  p.  m.  Prisoners  were  assembled  on  shore 
by  the  Cubans,  and  the  wounded  were  temporarily  cared  for  by  them. 
Lieut.  Col.  Juan  Vaillant,  commanding  Cuban  party,  visited  this  ship. 

The  prisoners  were  nearly  all  nude  and  almost  starved.  Provided 
them  at  once  with  food,  water,  and  clothing,  and  had  wounded  immedi- 
ately cared  for.  Prisoners  Informed  us  that  the  Vizcaya  had  lost  110 
men,  and  Lieutenants  Cheregini  and  Seralegga  and  Midshipman  Eistori, 
another  one  of  that  name  being  unaccounted  for. 

At  6.30  p.  m.,  having  taken  off  all  remaining  prisoners,  headed  for 
Santiago,  and  at  9  ©'clock  signaled  Indiana  to  send  surgeon  on  board 
at  once.  At  9.30  was  instructed  by  Iowa  to  transfer  the  prisoners, 
including  wounded,  on  this  vessel  to  the  Indiana,  which  transfer  was 
completed  at  11.30.  About  midnight  BrooTclyn  passed  and  sent  Flag 
Lieut.  J.  H.  Sears,  U.  S,  N.,  on  board  with  dispatches  for  conveyance 
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to  Altares,  Arrived  there  2.15  a.  m.  July  4.  At  4  a.  m.  returned  with 
Lieutenant  Sears  to  the  Brooldyn,  off  Santiago,  and  at  6  a.  m.  rejoined 
the  flagship. 

Very  respectfully, 

Charles  W.  Hazeltinb, 
lAeutentant,  U.  S.  If.,  Executive  Officer, 
[In  command  during  events  above  narrated.] 
Lieut.  LuciEN  TouNG,  TJ.  S.  IS., 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  8.  Hist. 

U.  S.  S.  Hist,  July  4, 1898. 
Forwarded  to  commander  in  chief. 

Ltjcien  Toting, 
Lieutenant,  Ui  8.  N.,  Commanding, 


139862. 

[Bepori  of  aotion  of  Hitt  In  1)attle  off  Santiago,  July  3, 1898.J 

U.  S.  S.  Hist, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  actions 
oi  this  vessel  in  the  battle  of  July  3,  off  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

At  9.35  a.  m.,  while  immediately  astern  of  the  flagship  New  York, 
following  her  to  Altares,  and,  when  about  5  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Morro  Castle,  the  enemy  was  discovered  leaving  the  harbor. 

Turned  immediately  with  the  port  helm,  and  steamed  full  speed  to 
the  westward,  in  wake  of  flagship.  About  9.45  flagship  made  general 
signal,  "Close  in  to  mouth  of  harbor  and  attack  enemy."  At  9.45  beat 
to  general  quarters.    Speed  at  first  7  knots,  increasing  gradually  to  11. 

While  running  past  the  forts  the  Hist  was  fired  at  six  times,  several 
shells  striking  very  near. 

About  10.40  a.  m.  passed  the  Gloucester  close  inshore,  and  about  3 
miles  to  the  westward  of  Morro,  standing  by  the  wrecks  of  the  Spanish 
destroyers  Pluton  and  Furor. 

Made  out  the  two  vessels,  ashore  and  burning,  in  Juan  Gonzales 
Bay,  to  be  the  Infanta  Maria  Theresa  and  Almirante  Oquendo,  and  the 
Hist  was  headed  inshore  toward  them  to  pick  up  the  survivors. 

While  thus  standing  in,  the  Kew  York  Herald  dispatch  boat  Golden 
Bod  came  up  and  hailed,  requesting  that  we  take  Surgeon  Simons  of 
the  Iowa,  who  had  been  ashore  with  the  Army  the  previous  day,  and 
whom  they  had  on  board,  to  his  ship,  as  he  feared  there  had  been  many 
casualties. 

Dr.  Simons  was  sent  on  board,  and  the  Hist  was  again  headed  to  the 
westward,  and  steamed  full  speed  the  9  miles  to  Aserraderos,  where  the 
Vizcaya  lay  beached  and  in  flames,  and  oft'  which  lay  the  Iowa.  About 
5  miles  to  westward  of  Juan  Gonzales  Bay,  passed  the  Indiana  stand- 
ing to  the  eastward. 

About  11.45,  after  sending  Surgeon  Simons  on  board  the  Iowa,  I  was 
directed  by  Captain  Evans  to  stand  inshore  to  the  wreck  of  the  Vizcaya, 
and  assist  in  the  rescue  of  her  crew. 

The  Vizcaya  was  reached  at  11.55.  Found  the  torpedo  boat  Ericsson 
standing  by  her,  also  a  number  of  the  Iowa's  boats.  Immediately 
lowered  our  four  boats  and  sent  them  to  the  rescue. 

The  first  23  picked  up  by  our  boats  were  placed  on  board  the  Ericsson, 
which  shortly  after  steamed  out  to  the  Iowa,  and  thence  to  the  east- 
ward. 
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The  Iowa,  after  taking  on  board  a  number  of  prisoners,  recalled  her 
boats,  and  also  steamed  off  to  the  eastward. 

During  the  next  five  hours  the  Hist  lay  close  to  the  burning  wreck, 
and  rescued  143  more  from  the  ship,  water,  aud  shore.  Nearly  all  were 
nude  and  very  hungry,  claiming  to  have  had  no  food  for  the  previous 
twenty-four  hours.  They  were  immediately  furnished  with  clothing, 
food,  and  drink. 

Of  the  166  picked  up,  some  20  were  wounded,  5  or  6  desperately. 
Several  had  been  given  first  aid  by  Cubans  on  shore.  All  possible 
medical  assistance  was  given  them. 

About  2  p.  m.  the  Resolute  passed  to  the  westward,  displaying  signal, 
"Enemy  ship  in  sight;"  and  soon  after  made  out  a  battleship  flying 
the  Austrian  colors,  and  also  an  international  signal,  "D.  (3.  J.,"  signi- 
fying "Austrian  colors." 

The  Cubans  on  shore  at  Acerraderos  did  not  fire  on  the  Spaniards. 
In  fact,  when  our  boats  were  taking  the  Spaniards  from  the  beach  the 
Cubans  rendered  valuable  assistance. 

Lieut.  Col.  Juan  Vailliant,  commanding  Cuban  camp  at  Acerraderos, 
paid  a  visit  to  the  Hist. 

About  5.30  p.  m.,  after  having  taken  on  board  the  last  survivor,  the 
Hist  was  headed  to  the  eastward,  and  steamed  full  speed  for  Santiago, 
arriving  off  there  about  7  o'clock.  Eeported  to  Captain  Taylor,  of  the 
Indiana,  and  requested  a  surgeon,  who  was  immediately  sent.  I  was 
then  directed  to  report  to  Captain  Evans,  of  the  loica,  who  ordered 
that  the  prisoners,  including  the  wounded,  be  transferred  to  the 
Indiana.    This  was  accomplished  by  11.15. 

At  11.45  p.  m.  the  Brooklyn  came  up  and,  after  hailing,  sent  on  board 
Flag  Lieutenant  Sears,  for  immediate  transportation  to  Altares,  with 
dispatches  from  Commodore  Schley.  Landed  Lieutenant  Sears  at  2.30 
a.  m.  and  at  4.30  left  Altares  for  Santiago.  Placed  Lieutenant  Sears 
on  the  Brooklyn  at  6  o'clock,  and  at  6.30  a.  m.,  July  4,  joined  the  flag- 
ship New  York  off  Santiago. 

I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the  meritorious  services  ren- 
dered by  Lieut.  (J.  G-.)  F.  H,  Hunicke  and  Asst.  Engineer  E.  S.  Kellogg. 
These  oflBcers  had  charge  of  the  boats,  and  for  an  hour  or  more  laid 
alongside  the  Vizcaya,  taking  men  from  her  bow,  side,  and  stern,  and 
from  the  water,  during  all  of  which  time  she  was  on  fire  fore  and  aft 
and  the  explosions  on  board  were  almost  incessant,  thus  making  this 
work  exceedingly  hazardous.  The  petty  officers  and  entire  crew  took 
turns  in  manning  the  boats  for  this  dangerous  duty. 
Very  respectfully, 

Charles  W.  Hazeltine, 
Lieutenant,  U.  8.  JV.,  Commanding. 

The  OOMMANDBE  IN  CHIEF  U.   S.  NAVAL  FORCE, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


131409. 

[Op«ratdonB  of  Eesolute  on  Jnlj  3,  1898.] 

U.  S.  S.  Resolute, 
Quantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  4, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  ship  on  Sunday,  July  3 : 

Arriving  off  Santiago  at  6  a.  m.,  I  reported  in  person  »n  boaxd  the 
flagship  to  the  chief  of  staff,  and  from  him  received  orders  to  remain  in 
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the  Ticinity  until  farther  orders.  While  lying  to  the  northeast  of  the 
line,  just  to  the  eastward  of  the  Indiana,  we  sighted  the  leading  vessel 
of  the  Spanish  fleet  coming  out.    The  same  time  the  Iowa  fired  a  shot. 

We  at  once  headed  the  ship  to  the  eastward,  but  had  not  got  her 
steady  on  her  course,  before  a  10-inch  shell  struck  about  40  feet  from 
the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  abreast  the  pilot  house,  and  a  minute 
later  a  6-inch  shell  struck  about  70  feet  astern  the  ship.  The  next  five 
minutes,  a  number  of  projectiles  struck  the  water  beyond  and  about  her. 

Making  all  the  speed  possible,  I  headed  for  Altares  in  order  to  com- 
municate with  the  commander  in  chief.  Before  reaching  Altares,  I  met 
the  flagship  New  Yorh  coming  to  the  westward,  and  communicated  to 
her  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  coming  out  and  standing  to  the  western 
part  of  the  line. 

Having  then  received  your  orders  to  proceed  to  Guantanamo,  I  headed 
in  that  direction,  signaling  to  the  Harvard  as  we  passed  Altares  that  the 
Spanish  fleet  were  coming  out. 

At  10.20,  when  oft  Baiquiri,  sighted  a  large  man-of-war,  painted  a 
dingy  white,  with  two  funnels  and  two  military  tops,  standing  to  the 
westward.  On  proceeding  nearer,  made  out  what  I  took  to  be  the 
Spanish  flag,  together  with  a  signal  which  I  could  not  read. 

Heading  the  ship  to  the  southward  to  pass  around  him,  the  stranger 
put  his  helm  to  starboard  and  apparently  stood  after  us  to  sea.  Being 
convinced  by  this  maneuver  on  his  part  that  he  was  an  enemy,  I  at 
once  headed  to  the  westward,  and,  running  down  to  the  fleet  of  army 
transports,  warned  them  to  sea. 

In  repassing  Altares,  I  also  signaled  to  the  Harvard  that  an  enemy 
was  coming  from  the  eastward. 

Continuing  my  course  to  the  westward,  I  crossed  the  entrance  to 
Santiago  Harbor,  and  the  Socapa  battery  fired  two  shots  at  us;  the 
first,  from  a  large  gun,  passed  directly  over  the  pilot  house,  and  the 
second,  apparently  a  6-inch  shell,  passed  over  the  forecastle  of  the  ship. 

Shortly  after  passing  the  southern  entrance,  I  sighted  a  wreck  burn- 
ing on  the  beach,  and  a  little  later  discovered  the  Gloucester  standing  by 
a  second  wreck,  apparently  to  save  her  crew.  These  wrecks,  together 
with  three  others  that  we  sighted,  were  all  blazing  fiercely  and  two  of 
them  blew  up  with  a  loud  report  and  a  large  volume  of  smoke  shortly 
after  we  passed  them. 

At  12.46  communicated  with  the  Indiana  and  told  her  of  the  man- 
of  war  I  had  sighted  oft'  Baiquiri.  Captain  Taylor  ordered  me  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  commander  in  chief  with  the  information. 

At  1.15  communicated  with  the  Iowa  and  notified  Captain  Evans 
that  I  had  sighted  a  Spanish  man-of-war  off  Baiquiri,  and,  at  his 
request,  assisted  in  recalling  some  of  his  boats  from  the  wrecks  near  by. 

I  then  proceeded  to  the  westward  and  found  the  flagship  with  her 
consorts  lying  off  the  Cristobal  Colon,  which  was  aground  at  the 
mouth  of  a  small  stream.  Here  I  received  508  Spanish  prisoners,  of 
whom  494  were  enlisted  men  and  14  were  officers.  I  also  received  a 
guard  of  26  marines,  and  commissioned  ofiBcer  to  assist  in  guarding 
the  prisoners. 

At  11  p.  m.  I  got  under  way  and  proceeded  to  Guantanamo  Bay, 
where  I  arrived  at  7.30  a.  m.  to  day.  The  prisoners  are  now  on  board 
this  ship,  waiting  your  orders,  and  thus  far  they  have  given  us  no 
trouble. 

I  desire  to  add  that  during  our  run  to  westward,  while  warning  these 
ships  and  hastening  to  communicate  with  the  commander  in  chief,  the 
engines  made  at  times  81  revolutions  per  minute,  showing  a  speed  in 
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excess  of  16  knots,  which  is  in  excess  of  any  that  she  made  while  in 
jhe  employ  of  the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Company.  I  consider  it 
my  duty  to  commend  to  you  the  efficiency  of  the  engineer  force  on  this 
occasion. 

Congratulating  you  upon  the  complete  victory  won  by  yourself  and 
the  squadron  under  your  command, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  J.  G.  Eaton, 

Commander,  Commanding. 
Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Eesolute, 
Guantanam,o  Bay,  Cuba,  August  15, 1898. 
SiE :  In  addition  to  the  report  made  to  you  on  July  4,  with  regard  to 
part  taken  by  this  ship  in  the  action  of  July  3,  I  respectfully  request 
that  you  will  append  to  the  report  the  statement  that  at  the  time 
action  began,  and  during  action,  while  the  Resolute  was  under  fire  from 
the  enemy,  she  carried  in  one  of  the  upper  state  rooms  on  the  hurri- 
cane deck  240  pounds  of  dry  gun  cotton  with  detonators,  and  on  the 
lower  deck  23,000  pounds  of  wet  gun  cotton  in  mines. 

The  destruction  of  the  ship  might  have  resulted  from  the  explosion 
of  a  single  shell,  especially  in  the  dry  gun  cotton. 

As  many  shells  struck  around,  beyond,  and  about  the  ship,  she  was 
during  two  epochs  of  the  day  in  serious  danger. 
Very  respectfully, 


Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


J.  G.  Baton, 
Commander,  Commanding. 


U.  S.  S.  Eesolute,  September  9, 1898. 

At  sea.  latitude  25^  35'  north,  longitude  80°  06'  west. 

SrRS :  I  respectfully  call  attention  to  what  T  consider  the  efficient 
conduct  of  the  Resolute,  under  my  command,  during  the  action  of  July 
3, 1898,  off  Santiago. 

At  9.33  a.  m.,  while  lying  just  outside  the  Indiana  and  within  less 
than  three  miles  from  the  Morro,  the  squadron  of  Admiral  Cervera 
suddenly  put  to  sea. 

As  each  of  his  ships  cleared  Morro  Point  their  port  broadsides  were 
discharged  at  the  Indiana,  and,  as  the  Resolute  was  in  line  with  her 
and  about  two  cable  lengths  astern,  many  of  the  shell  fell  beyond  and 
about  this  ship. 

As  at  that  time  the  Resolute  had  on  board  several  hundred  pounds  of 
dry  gun  cotton,  stowed  on  the  hurricane  deck,  13  tons  of  wet  gun  cotton 
and  12  tons  of  powder  stowed  on  the  orlop  deck,  and  all  above  the 
water  line,  she  was  in  great  danger. 

The  flagship  being  then  off  Siboney,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  notify  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  number  of  the 
enemy  escaping  and  the  course  they  were  pursuing. 

With  the  signal  flying  forward  I  steamed  rapidly  toward  Siboney, 
and  soon  met  the  New  York  coming  to  the  westward. 
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When  within  hail,  I  communicated  by  megaphone  that  "four  armored 
crnieers  and  two  destroyers  were  out,  and  crowding  to  the  westward." 

In  return  the  flagship,  by  megaphone,  ordered  me  to  "proceed  to 
Guantanamo  and  notify  the  ships  there  to  join  the  fleet." 

Acting  under  these  orders,  I  proceeded  to  the  eastward,  notifying  all 
transports  en  route  and  signaling  the  Harvard  at  Altares  that  the  enemy 
were  out. 

When  off  Baiquiri  I  sighted  a  large,  strange  man-of-war  steaming  to 
the  westward. 

Upon  approaching  1  took  her  flag  to  be  Spanish,  and  so  did  the 
officers  and  quartermasters  of  the  ship. 

Fearing  that  the  stranger  was  an  enemy,  I  altered  course  to  south- 
east, intending  to  pass  him,  but  the  stranger  at  once  changed  his  course 
to  the  southwest.  Later  I  changed  course  to  the  south,  whereupou  the 
stranger  again  charged  his  cource  to  intercept. 

Being  now  convinced  that  the  stranger  was  an  enemy  (and  1  may 
here  add  that  four  other  United  States  men-of-war  also  took  her  to  be 
Spanish  that  same  day),  I  changed  course  to  east  and  proceeded  at 
full  speed  to  warn  the  thirty-five  army  transports  lying  off  Altares  and 
Siboney  of  the  approach  of  this  new  enemy. 

I  also  fired  guns  and  again  signaled  the  Harvard  that "  an  enemy  was 
approaching  from  the  eastward." 

Taking  the  most  direct  course  to  notify  our  battle  ships  and  the 
admiral,  I  ran  past  the  Morro  and  Socapa  batteries,  which  at  once 
opened  fire  upon  us. 

One  large  shell  passed  directly  over  the  pilot  house,  another,  a  6-inch, 
passed  over  the  forecastle,  and  others  feU  near. 

The  Resolute  was  continued  on  her  course,  and  at  12.45  notified  the 
Indiana  of  the  strange  man-of-war. 

At  1.15  notified  the  Iowa  and  assisted  in  recalling  some  of  her  boats. 

I  then  proceeded,  still  at  full  speed,  and  shortly  after  3  p.  m.  joined 
the  New  Torlc  oft'  the  mouth  of  the  river  Torquino,  and  reported  to  the 
Admiral  in  Chief. 

At  this  point  I  received  on  board  508  Spanish  prisoners,  and  at  11 
p.  m.  started  on  return  to  Guantanamo. 

During  the  entire  day  the  Resolute  was  most  actively  employed,  was 
twice  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy,  the  second  time  choosing  to 
run  through  this  fire  in  order  to  sooner  communicate  with  the  Admiral. 

Although  all  on  board  knew  that  a  single  shell  exploding  in  the  high 
explosives  on  board  would  result  in  the  immediate  loss  of  the  ship,  the 
officers  and  crew  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and  at  the  time  when  the 
Resolute  ran  the  fire  of  the  batteries  in  the  afternoon  the  men  went  to 
their  quarters  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm. 

I  respectfully  submit  to  the  consideration  of  your  board  the  extraor- 
dinary and  dangerous  service  performed  by  the  Resolute  on  this  day, 
and  ask  that  the  board  take  into  consideration  the  claims  of  the  com- 
manding officer  and  executive  for  reward. 

Lieut.  0.  G.  Rogers,  executive  officer,  not  only  behaved  with  the 
greatest  steadiness,  but  at  the  end  of  a  trying  day,  when  we  received 
on  board  over  500  prisoners  (over  200  of  whom  were  more  or  less  intox- 
icated), exhibited  marked  efficiency  in  guarding  these  men. 

Since  the  Resolute  was  commissioned,  Lieutenant  Rogers  has  been  a 
thorough,  systematic,  efficient  executive,  and  his  conduct  on  July  3, 
while  under  fire,  warrants  me  in  commending  him  to  your  favorable 
notice. 
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As  matters  now  stand  the  Resolute  is  the  only  ship,  participating  in 
the  action  of  July  3,  whose  officers  have  received  neither  mention  nor 
reward. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  G.  Eaton, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

BOAED  TO   OONSIDEB   PEOMOTIONS, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


140614. 

[Claim  of  Commander  Eaton  that  efSoient  work  of  oflleen  of  BeioluU  shonld  be  considered.] 

Hotel  Tkotoha, 
Vedado,  Havana,  Cuba,  September  21, 1898. 

SiE:  As  you  have  appointed  a  board  to  consider  the  subject  of  pro- 
motion among  those  officers  who  have  participated  in  the  late  war, 
I  believe  it  to  be  my  duty  to  call  your  attention  to  the  cases  of  a  num- 
ber of  officers  who  have  stated  to  me  that  they  believe  their  claims  for 
consideration  merit  attention.  In  order  that  all  may  receive  justice,  I 
prefer  that  such  a  board  should  consider  these  cases  which  have  been 
brought  to  my  attention. 

With  this  object  in  view,  I  Inclose  the  claim  of  Commander  Eaton, 
which  I  believe  has  already  been  sent  to  the  Department  for  such  con- 
sideration, and  also  a  letter  which  he  has  written  me  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indiana.  I  believe  that  if  such  cases  as  this  of  the  Resolute  were 
to  be  considered  as  a  claim  for  consideration,  there  would  be  a  great 
number  of  others  equally  and  probably  more  meritorious. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  especially  to  the  case  of  Captain  Good- 
rich, who  on  several  occasions  performed  the  duties  assigned  him 
with  great  good  judgment.  Concerning  many  of  these  cases  there  are 
already  reports  in  the  Department,  especially  relating  to  his  work 
upon  the  cables  on  the  south  coast  of  Cuba,  and  also  to  the  able  man- 
ner in  which  he  disembarked  the  troops  at  Baiquiri  and  Siboney.  In 
the  performance  of  these  duties  he  has  been  very  prompt  and  energetic, 
and  not  inclined  to  exaggerate  difficulties  which  he  must  encounter. 
In  the  same  category  I  would  place  the  name  of  Commander  Polger,  of 
the  New  Orleans,  who  was  for  a  long  time  on  the  blockade  off  Santiago, 
and  on  one  occasion  engaged  the  forts  single  handed.  Also  Com- 
mander Bronson,  of  the  U.  S.  S.  Yanlcee,  for  the  excellent  performance 
of  his  duties  under  flre.  Commander  Todd  has  also  shown  himself  a 
most  energetic  officer,  and  has  always  had  my  utmost  confidence.  He 
has  performed  the  most  arduous  service. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 
North  Atlantic  Station. 

The  Secebtaey  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


124746. 

tr.  S.  Flagship  New  Toek,  July  6— 10.37  p.  m. 

Seoeetaet  of  the  Favt,  Washington: 

About  midnight  last  night  the  Reina  Mercedes  was  seen  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts, which  vessel  had  her  searchlight  on  the  channel,  coming  out 
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of  harbor  of  Santiago.  The  Massachusetts  and  Texas  opened  fire,  and 
the  Spanish  vessel  was  sunk  opposite  Estrella  Cove.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  it  was  the  intention  to  sink  her  in  the  channel,  thus  blocking 
the  harbor  entrance.  If  so,  this  plan  was  defeated  by  the  fire  of  the 
ships,  as  she  lies  on  the  edge  of  the  channel  and  does  not  block  it. 

Sampson. 


The  following  is  a  translation  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
Heraldo  of  Madrid  on  August  22, 1898.  The  Department  regards  it 
as  authentic: 

THE  SQUADRON  IN  SANTIAGO — THE  REPORT  OP  OBRVERA. 

The  official  report  transmitted  by  General  Cervera  to  the  general  in 
chief  in  the  island  of  Cuba  on  the  loss  of  our  squadron  in  the  waters  off 
Santiago  was  read  at  the  ministry  of  marine  at  4  o'clock  this  evening 
in  the  presence  of  certain  editors  of  the  Madrid  press,  previously 
invited. 

General  Cervera  took  one  copy  of  this  report,  which  was  sent  to  the 
minister  of  marine.  As  we  have  said  above,  the  copy  was  read,  but 
notwithstanding  the  amiability  of  the  person  in  charge  it  was  not  possi- 
ble to  reproduce  it  completely,  but  we  can  nevertheless  give  our  readers 
the  substance  of  the  document.  General  Cervera  says  to  the  general 
in  chief  of  the  island  of  Cuba : 

"In  obedience  to  your  orders,  in  the  face  of  that  which  would  have 
happened,  and  of  which  you  were  informed,  I  left  the  bay  of  Santiago 
for  sea  on  the  3d  day  of  July.  The  order  for  sailing  was  established  as 
follows :  In  the  first  place  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  sailed  for  sea,  fol- 
lowed subsequently  by  the  Vizcaya,  Colon,  and  Oquendo,  and  finally  the 
destroyers,  all  having  fires  spread  and  disposed  for  the  highest  speed. 
The  Maria  Teresa  should  undertake  the  combat,  leading  the  other  ves- 
sels to  the  westward,  the  destroyers  keeping  themselves  out  of  action, 
all  endeavoring  to  escape  if  combat  was  impossible.  The  Maria  Teresa 
commenced  a  sustained  fire  against  two  vessels,  one  of  which,  of  the 
Indiana  type,  steering  toward  the  Brooklyn,  which  was  at  the  right  of 
the  entrance  of  the  bay,  and  which  was  the  vessel  most  dreaded  on 
account  of  her  speed.  The  rest  of  our  ships  attacked  the  other  hostile 
vessels." 

General  Cervera  mentions  all  the  vessels  that  composed  the  powerful 
North  American  squadron,  whose  names  have  already  been  published 
at  various  times, 

"The  departure  of  our  squadron  having  been  effected,"  continues  the 
Admiral,  "we  steered  the  prearranged  course  in  view  of  the  disad- 
vantages that  existed  for  us,  which  became  evident  as  soon  as  the  exit 
had  been  accomplished.  The  enemy's  fire  produced  terrible  damages 
on  board  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  destroying  the  elements  of  defense— 
among  others,  the  net  for  protection  against  fire.  In  this  critical 
moment  the  captain  of  the  ship,  Senor  Coiicas,  fell  wounded,  and  it 
was  necessary  to  withdraw  him,  I  taking  command  of  the  vessel, 
because  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  second  commandant  of  the  Maria 
Teresa.  Immediately  afterwards  they  reported  to  me  that  my  cabin 
was  burning  in  consequence  of  an  explosion.  The  fire  soon  became 
very  great  and  ignited  other  parts  of  the  ship.  I  gave  orders  to  my 
aid  to  flood  the  after  magazines,  but  it  was  impossible.  Dense  clouds 
of  smoke  impeded  walking  in  the  passages  and  practicing  any  kind  of 
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operations.  In  this  situation  I  could  only  think  of  beaching  the  ship, 
and  did  so,  running  aground  on  Punta  Cabrera.  The  contest  was 
impossible  on  our  side,  and  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  but  to 
save  as  much  as  possible.  I  thought  to  lower  the  flag,  but  that  was 
not  possible  on  account  of  the  fire,  which  prevented  all  operations.  In 
these  anxious  moments  two  boats  came  to  the  aid  of  the  Maria  Teresa, 
into  which  a  number  of  us  jumped.  Those  that  were  not  dying  were 
saved  with  nothing. 

"The  Teresa  lowered  a  small  boat,  which  sank  before  it  could  be  of 
any  service.  Subsequently  they  succeeded  in  launching  a  steam  launch, 
but  this  also  sank  after  making  one  voyage  to  the  beach.  I  succeeded 
in  saving  myself  with  nothing,  two  sailors  helping  me,  one  named 
Andres  Sequeros  and  the  officer  D.  Angel  Oervera,  all  of  us  arriving  on 
board  the  American  ship  Gloucester  naked.  At  this  time  we  were  all 
naked. 

"At  a  short  distance  to  the  westward  was  the  Oquendo  on  fire,  main- 
taining a  fire  against  the  enemy's  forces  enormously  superior." 

The  admiral  refers  all  of  this  part  to  the  paymaster  of  the  Oquendo, 
who  had  been  received  on  board  the  Gloucester.  The  same  paymaster 
adds,  among  other  details,  that  one  shell  killed  all  those  forward,  leav- 
ing the  ship  at  that  time  with  only  two  useful  guns.  The  Oquendo  had 
two  fires  on  board  and  was  unable  to  work  her  pumps.  Though  there 
was  no  lack  of  ammunition,  the  impossibility  of  defending  themselves 
was  apparent.  They  beached  the  ship,  firing  all  their  ammunition 
except  two  torpedoes,  which  they  might  possibly  fire  when  the  enemy 
approached.  The  third  commandant  of  the  ship,  D.  Juan  Azuar,  hauled 
down  the  colors.  Two  launches  of  the  Oquendo  and  North  American 
boats  saved  all  that  could  be  rescued. 

On  board  the  Gloucester  there  were  some  200  Spanish  sailors,  to  whom 
the  American  ofQcers  and  privates  gave  every  attention.  Most  of  our 
sailors  arrived  on  board  naked.  In  view  of  the  great  number  of  pris- 
oners on  board  of  said  vessel,  it  was  decided  to  transfer  some  of  them, 
which  they  did,  taking  General  Cervera  and  others  to  the  Iowa.  The 
insurgents  offered  their  services,  but  General  Cervera  thanked  them 
without  accepting  their  offer,  though  he  indicated  that  it  would  be  con- 
venient if  they  would  advise  the  doctors  to  assist  the  wounded  that 
might  be  found  on  the  beach.  In  this  situation  we  were  proceeding  to 
the  westward  when  the  Iowa  was  detached  from  the  American  squadron. 

"  The  captains  of  the  destroyers  also  gave  me  an  account  of  that  which 
occurred  on  their  vessels.  At  our  arrival  on  board  the  Iowa  I  saw  the 
captain  of  the  Vizcaya,  Senor  Bulate,  who  wore  his  sword,  and  who 
gave  me  a  report  of  what  had  occurred  on  his  vessel. 

"From  the  armored  ship  Iowa  we  went  on  board  the  transport  Paris. 
In  this  vessel  I  asked  permission  of  Admiral  Sampson  to  telegraph  you, 
communicating  the  telegram  already  known. 

"From  the  text  of  the  report  I  have  only  to  rectify  one  error.  The 
Pluton  was  not  sunk,  but  was  beached. 

"  It  remains  to  communicate  to  you  that  our  enemies  behaved  toward 
US  with  great  chivalry,  providing  us  with  good  clothes,  and  suppressing 
almost  entirely  the  usual  hurrahs,  to  prevent  hurting  our  self-respect, 
and  offering  to  us  the  most  anxious  solicitude. 

"I  do  not  know  the  number  and  details  of  the  loss  sustained. 

"  Summary. — The  3d  day  of  July  has  been  to  us  a  horrible  disaster, 
as  I  had  foreseen.  The  number  of  the  dead,  nevertheless,  is  less  than 
what  I  feared.  The  country  has  been  defended  with  honor,  and  the 
satisfaction  of  the  duty  done  leaves  our  conscience  tranquil,  with  noth- 
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ing  more  thau  the  grief  for  the  loss  of  our  companions  and  the  misfor- 
tune of  our  country. 

"On  board  the  Faris  there  is  1  chief,  4  officers,  and  32  individuals  of 
the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa;  the  paymaster  and  35  individuals  of  the 
Oquendo;  3  commandants,  11  officers,  7  midshipmen,  and  307  indi- 
viduals of  the  Vizcaya;  3  commandants,  14  officers,  and  191  individuals 
of  the  Cristobal  Colon.  From  the  destroyers  there  were  the  comman- 
dant, the  first  machinist,  and  11  individuals  from  the  Furor;  and  the 
commandant,  1  captain,  and  19  men  of  the  Pluton.  Senor  Oapriles 
was  also  aboard  the  Paris." 

General  Oervera  gives  an  account  of  the  sick  and  wounded  on  board 
of  this  vessel,  stating  that  he  had  sent  a  list  of  the  prisoners,  which 
has  already  been  made  public. 

The  document  is  signed  on  board  the  Faris  the  9th  of  Jul} . 


[Tianslation— El  Imparcial,  August  23,  1898.] 
OEEVBEA'S  OFFICIAL  EEPORT. 

Last  evening  we  were  notified  by  the  ministry  of  marine  that  a 
report  had  been  received  from  Oervera.  Very  grateful  for  the  courtesy, 
we  sent  a  reporter  to  copy  it;  but  the  latter  was  surprised  to  find  that 
the  department  would  only  permit  him  to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the 
dispatch. 

Eather  than  do  things  by  halves,  it  would  be  better  to  withhold  the 
news. 

For  want  of  more  complete  information,  we  will  only  reproduce  what 
the  evening  papers  have  published  yesterday  concerning  the  dispatch. 

This  is  what  La  Oorrespondencia  says : 

Since  it  has  not  been  practicable  for  ns  to  copy  the  document,  as  we  should  have 
liked  to  do,  and  since  we  have  to  confine  ourselves  to  the  remembrance  of  the 
impression  of  a  single  rapid  reading,  there  would  be  nothing  strange  if  some  slight 
errors  as  to  details  should  creep  into  our  abstract,  especially  as  the  report  referred  to 
embodies  the  telegram  sent  by  Cervera  to  the  minister  at  the  time  of  the  battle  and 
the  report  fowarded  to  General  Blanco  at  the  same  time. 

The  Admiral  went  out  at  9.30  o'clock  a.  m.,  knowing,  he  says,  what  must  neoes- 
Barily  happen,  and  what  he  had  so  many  times  foretold. 

"The  first  ship  that  went  out  was  the  flagship  Ma7-ia  Teraa,  followed  by  the 
Vizeaya,  Colon,  Oquendo,  and  finally  the  destroyers,  all  under  full  steam. 

"When  the  ships  went  out  the  engines  were  under  such  high  pressure  that  the 
enemy  was  surprised,  and  has  subsequently  expressed  great  admiration  on  that 
account. 

"At  9.35  a.  m.  the  Maria  Teresa  attacked  and  opened  fire  on  a  hostile  battle  ship  of 
the  type  of  the  Indiana,  and  on  the  Iowa,  then  rushing  upon  the  Brooklyn,  which,  on 
account  of  her  greater  speed,  offered  for  us  the  greatest  danger." 

He  then  enumerates  the  ships  composing  the  hostile  fleet,  with  which  our  readers 
are  already  acquainted,  and  among  which  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the 
New  York,  Admiral  Sampson's  flagship,  the  Brooklyn,  Commodore  Schley's  flagship 
and  the  battle  ships  Iowa,  Texas,  Oregon,  and  Indiana,  besides  armed  trans- Atlantic 
liners. 

Our  fleet  followed  the  Bourse  prescribed  beforehand,  and,  the  American  ships 
coming  alongside,  the  battle  soon  became  general.  "There  could  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  outcome,"  says  Cervera,  when  he  reaches  this  point,  "but  I  should  never  have 
believed  that  our  ships  would  be  destroyed  so  rapidly." 

The  first  injuries  which  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  had  the  misfortune  to  sustain 
consisted  in  the  bursting  of  an  auxiliary  steam  pipe  and  of  the  water  mnins. 

Early  in  the  battle  Commander  Concas,  who  was  fighting  with  the  greatest  brav- 
ery, fell,  wounded.  Cervera  then  took  command,  intending  that  the  second  com- 
mander should  take  the  place  of  the  first ;  but  this  could  not  be  carried  out  on  account 
of  the  heat  of  the  battle. 

The  dead  and  wounded  were  falling  incessantly. 
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Admiral  Cervera's  apartments  had  taken  fire  through  the  explosion  of  some  57-mm. 
shells.  There  was  not  sufficient  water  to  be  had  to  extinguish  the  fire,  which  soon 
■pread. 

Cervera  gave  orders  to  an  adjutant  to  flood  the  after  compartments. 

In  .view  of  the  absolute  impossibility  of  defending  the  ship  any  longer  in  that 
position,  she  was  directed,  with  the  greatest  possible  speed,  toward  the  beach  west 
of  Punta  Cabrera,  where  she  ran  ashore  just  at  the  moment  when  the  engine  stopped. 

The  second  and  third  commanders  agreed  with  the  admiral  that  it  was  altogether 
impossible  to  continue  the  fight,  and  the  Maria  Teresa  hauled  down  her  flag,  which 
did  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the  flames  having  destroyed  it.  The  com- 
partments were  then  flooded. 

The  fire  invaded  the  forward  deck  without  giving  the  crew  time  to  escape;  they 
were  saved  with  the  assistance  of  two  American  boats. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Lieut.  Lopez  Ceron  and  Ensign  Carrasa.  The  follow- 
ing were  missing:  Captain  of  Infantry  H.  Rodriguez,  who,  according  to  Admiral 
Cervera,  was  killed  by  a  projectile;  Ensign  Francisco  Linares,  Second  Surgeon  Julio 
Diaz,  First-class  Machinist  Juan  Montero,  and  Second-class  Machinist  Jose  Melgares. 
The  body  of  the  latter  afterwards  drifted  to  the  shore. 

Those  who  knew  how  to  swim  jumped  into  the  water;  finally  a  rope  was  thrown 
to  the  shore. 

A  Spanish  boat  was  lowered,  but  sank,  owing  to  the  ii^uries  it  had  received;  a 
steam  launch  had  the  same  fate. 

Cervera  jumped  into  the  water,  followed  by  his  son  and  two  seamen. 

Many  reached  the  shore  swimming,  most  of  them  arriving  there  naked. 

The  American  officer  who  was  in  command  of  the  life-saving  boats  invited  Admiral 
Cervera  to  go  to  the  yacht  Gloucester,  which  he  did,  together  with  his  flag  officer, 
who  had  been  wounded,  and  his  adjutant  and  the  second  commander  of  the  Teresa, 
who  was  the  last  one  to  leave  the  ship. 

The  Oquendo  stranded  half  a  league  from  the  Maria  Teresa,  and  the  Vizcaya  and 
Colon,  pursued  by  hostile  ships,  were  lost  from  sight. 

According  to  the  purser  of  the  Oquendo,  the  history  of  this  ill-fated  ship  was  as 
follows : 

"The  unequal  battle  became  more  so  when  a  hostile  projectile  entered  the  forward 
turret,  killing  the  whole  personnel,  with  the  exception  of  one  gunner,  who  was  badly 
w^ounded.  Of  the  14-cm.  battery  2  guns  only  remained  in  action,  and  these  fought 
with  incomparable  energy.  The  after  turret  was  soon  without  a  commanding  officer; 
he  had  been  killed  as  he  opened  the  door,  being  almost  asphyxiated  inside  of  the 
turret.  There  were  two  fires  on  board  the  Oquendo,  one  in  the  orlop  deck  forward, 
which  was  soon  gotten  under  control,  and  the  other  in  the  stem,  which  could  not  be 
suppressed,  the  pumps  failing  to  give  water.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the  battle 
the  14-cm.  ammunition  hoists  failed  to  work.  When  our  commander,  Mr.  Lazaga, 
saw  that  the  fire  could  not  be  controlled  and  that  all  the  guns  were  out  of  action, 
he  prepared  to  beach  the  ship,  first  giving  orders  to  discharge  all  the  torpedoes  in 
order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  approaching.  Driven  to  the  last  extreme,  and 
after  consulting  with  all  the  officers  present,  he  ordered  the  flag  to  be  hauled  down. 
The  second  and  third  commanders  and  three  lieutenants  had  already  been  killed, 
and  while  Mr.  Lazaga  was  directing  the  rescue  of  the  crew  he  gave  his  own  life  for 
his  country.  The  men  of  the  Oquendo  witnessed  calmly  and  without  becoming  ter- 
rified the  constant  explosions  on  board,  determined  above  all  things  that  the  enemy 
should  not  set  foot  on  the  ship." 

Mr.  Cervera,  continuing  his  report,  says: 

"  When  the  American  officer  invited  me  to  go  to  the  Gloucester  I  gave  instructions 
to  the  third  commander  of  the  Teresa,  Mr.  Aznar,  for  the  reembarkation ;  and  I  have 
heard  nothing  further  from  him. 

"  On  board  the  Gloucester  were  20  wounded  from  the  destroyers,  the  commanders 
and  3  officers  of  the  Teresa  and  the  purser  of  the  Oquendo,  and  about  93  men  of  the 
crews  of  the  ships.  We  were  the  object  of  the  greatest  solicitation,  all  being  anxious 
to  administer  to  our  needs,  nearly  all  of  us  having  arrived  there  naked. 

"The  commander  of  the  Gloucester  said:  'The  vessel  is  smaU  to  receive  so  many 
people.    I  will  try  to  find  a  larger  one.' 

"The  insurgents  had  about  200  men  of  the  fleet,  among  them  five  or  six  wounded. 
I  spoke  with  some  of  them,  and  they  said  if  we  would  go  with  the  rebels  they 
would  assist  us.  I  thanked  them  and  added:  'We  have  surrendered  to  the  Ameri- 
cans. If  you  have  surgeons  1  should  be  grateful  if  they  would  attend  the  wounded 
on  the  shore,  some  of  whom  are  in  a  serious  condition.'" 

The  commander  of  the  Gloucester  off'ered  Admiral  Cervera  that  he  would  ask  the 
insurgents  for  the  men  they  were  holding  from  the  fleet. 

Mr.  Cervera,  proceeding  with  his  narrative,  said : 

"We  proceeded  westward  nntil  we  met  the  nucleus  of  the  fleet;  some  of  us  were 
transferred  to  the  Iowa,  others  to  the  hospital  ship. 
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"On  ba*rd  the  Gloucester  I  asked  the  commandera  of  the  destroyers  for  news  and 
learned  the  disastrous  fate  of  these  two  ships. 

"  Villaamil  found  a  glorious  death  in  the  battle,  and  the  best  proof  of  how  the 
Furor  fought  is  found  in  the  great  number  of  casualties  she  had.  The  commander 
of  the  Pluton  was  wounded  in  one  foot." 

On  board  the  Iowa  Admiral  Cervera  was  received  with  military  honors. 

"On  the  gangway,"  he  continues,  "I  saw  the  commander  of  the  Vizcaya  wearing 
his  sword,  which  the  commander  of  the  Iowa  did  not  wish  to  take  from  him  on 
account  of  the  valor  the  former  had  displayed  in  the  battle." 

From  the  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  4  o'clock  p.  m.,  Admiral  Cervera  was 
transferred  to  the  cruiser  St.  Louis,  where  he  found  the  second  commander  of  the 
fleet,  Mr.  Paredes,  and  the  commander  of  the  Colon,  Mr.  Diaz  Moreu. 

The  hostile  forces  were  three  times  as  large  as  ours. 

At  this  point  the  Admiral  reproduces  the  telegram  which  he  sent  to  our  Govern- 
ment immediately  after  the  battle  and  in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  had  been 
600  killed  and  many  wounded. 

The  Pluton  was  not  sunk,  but  succeeded  in  running  ashore. 

Cervera  devotes  a  long  paragraph  to  the  eulogy  of  the  chivalry  and  courtesy  of 
the  enemy.  They  clothed  the  naked,  giving  them  everything  they  needed;  they 
suppressed  the  shouts  of  joy  in  order  not  to  increase  the  suffering  of  the  defeated, 
and  all  vied  in  making  their  captivity  as  easy  as  possible. 

Among  the  prisoners  there  were  with  Admiral  Cervera  the  second  commander,  1 
chief,  4  officers,  and  32  men  of  the  Maria  Teresa;  the  purser  and  35  men  of  the 
Oquendo;  3  commanders,  11  officers,  7  midshipmen,  and  347  men  of  the  Vizcaya;  the 
3  commanders,  14  officers,  and  191  men  of  the  Colon;  the  commander,  the  first 
machinist,  and  10  men  of  the  Furor,  and  the  commander,  1  officer,  and  19  men  of  the 
Pluton;  also  Lieutenant  Enrique  Capriles,  who  was  on  board  the  Vizeaya,  but  did 
not  belong  to  her  crew.    Most  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  to  the  steamer  Solace. 

Cervera's  report,  an  abstract  of  which  we  have  tried  to  give  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible accuracy  (and  if  there  are  in  it  some  errors  or  omissions  it  is  not  our  fault), 
concludes  with  the  following  words : 

"The  3d  day  of  July  has  been  one  of  terrible  disaster,  as  I  had  foreseen.  Never- 
theless the  number  of  dead  is  less  than  I  had  feared. 

"  The  country  has  been  defended  with  honor,  and  we  have  the  consciousness  of 
duty  well  done,  but  with  the  bitterness  of  knowing  the  losses  suffered  and  our  coun- 
try's misfortunes." 


The  following  extracts  from  a  translation  published  by  the  Of&ce  of 
Naval  Intelligence  of  a  work  of  Lieut.  Jose  Milller  y  Tejeiro,  second 
in  command  of  naval  forces  of  the  province  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  throw 
some  additional  light  on  the  operations  near  that  port : 

On  the  18th  of  May  the  first  hostile  ships  were  sighted  from  the  Morro  of  Santiago 
de  Cuba  and  the  first  gunshots  were  heard,  which  since  that  date,  for  the  space  of 
two  months,  have  hardly  ceased  for  a  single  day. 

On  the  following  day,  the  19th,  the  Spanish  fleet,  commanded  by  Rear- Admiral 
Cervera,  entered  with  very  little  coal,  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  replenish. 
•  *  *  #  #  ,f  „ 

From  that  time  on  I  have  kept  an  exact  diary  *  *  *  of  everything  I  saw  or 
that  came  to  my  notice,  or  that  passed  through  my  hands  in  my  official  capacity'  or 
that  I  knew  to  be  accurate  and  trustworthy. 

The  fleet  was  under  the  command  of  the  eminent  Eear-Admiral  Pasoual  Cervera 
who,  as  already  stated,  had  hoisted  his  flag  on  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  Capt.  Joaquin 
Bustamente  being  chief  of  the  general  staff.  The  second  in  command  was  Cant 
Jose  de  Paredes,  who  had  hoisted  his  flag  on  the  Cristobal  Colon.  ' 

The  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  built  at  the  Nervion  shipyards,  is  a  ship  of  103.63  meters 
length,  19.81  beam,  and  7,000  tons  displacement,  with  a  draft  of  6.55  meters  Her 
engines  develop  13,700  I.  H.  P.,  giving  her  a  speed  of  20.25  miles.  Her  armament 
consists  of  two  28-cm.  Hontoria  guns  (mounted  in  turrets,  one  forward  and  one  aftl  ■ 
ten  14-cm.  Hontoria  guns;  eight  57-mm.  Nordenfeldt  rapid-fire  guns;  eight  37-mm' 
Hotchkiss  revolving  guns,  and  two  ll-mm.  machine  guns.  She  was  commanded  bv 
Capt.  Victor  Concas.  ' 

The  Vizcaya,  commanded  by  Capt.  Antonio  Enlate,  and  the  Oquendo,  oommandea 
■fay  Capt.  Jnan  B.  Lagaza,  are  exactly  like  the  Maria  Teresa  and  built  at  the  same 
yards. 

The  Cristotal  Colon,  under  command  of  Capt.  Emilio  Diaz  Moreu,  was  acquired 
hi  Genoa  from  the  firm  of  Ansaldo.  She  is  100  meters  long  by  18.20  beam ;  her  dis- 
placement is  6,840  tons  and  her  draft  7.75  meters;  her  speed  is  20  miles  and  her 
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engines  develop  13,000  I.  H.  P.  Her  armament  consists  of  two  254-mm.  Armstrong 
guns  (in  turrets);  ten  132-mm.  guns;  six  120-mm.  guns;  ten  57-mm.  Nordenfeldt 
gnns;  ten  37-mm.  and  two  machine  guns. 

Important  note :  The  last-named  ship,  her  254-mm.  or  large-caliber  guns  mounted 
in  turrets  not  being  ready,  had  to  go  without  them. 

The  destroyer  Pluton  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Pedro  Vazquez,  and  the  Furor,  of 
the  same  class,  by  Lieut.  Diego  Carlier;  both  of  them  were  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  Fernando  Villamil. 

The  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  has  never  been  very  well  supplied,  and  provisions 
have  never  been  abundant  there. 

It  is  only  just  to  state  that  the  whole  military  element  of  the  province  and  also  the 
hospitals  were  nine  or  ten  months  in  arrears  in  the  payment  of  consignments.  Tbey 
had  been  living  on  credit  for  some  time,  and  the  firms  furnishing  the  supplies,  not 
being  able  to  order  new  ones  and  meet  their  obligations,  had  allowed  their  stores  to 
run  very  low.  We  were  passing  through  one  of  those  crises  which  were  so  frequent 
in  our  last  war,  and  which,  unfortunately,  are  being  repeated  in  this,  owing  to  the 
parsimony  of  the  treasury. 

But  now,  under  the  circumstances  in  which  Santiago  de  Cuba  was,  the  problem 
assumed  more  serious  shape,  for  living  became  almost  impossible.  Everything  was 
lacking;  articles  of  food,  prospects,  money;  our  credit  and  purchasing  resources 
were  exhausted.  And  this  was  the  case  not  only  at  the  capital,  but  extended  to  the 
whole  division.  What  happened  at  Santiago  also  happened  at  Manzanillo,  Holquin, 
Puerto  Principe,  Ciego  de  Avila,  Moron,  Spiritus,  and  other  places  of  the  island — 
namely,  the  cities  supplied  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  the  latter  had 
no  provisions  or  stores  to  furnish  in  return. 

The  fleet  which  left  the  Cape  Verde  Islands,  which  took  no  coal  at  Martinique, 
where  it  touched,  and  which  at  Curasao  took  on  only  a  few  tons  in  two  of  the  ships, 
arrived  here,  as  was  natural,  with  the  bunkers  almost  empty.  Admiral  Cervera  pre- 
pared to  replenish  them,  and  it  may  be  easily  imagined  how  imperative  it  was  to 
hasten  an  operation  without  which  the  ships  were  unable  to  execute  a  single  maneu- 
ver, even  though  their  very  salvation 

»•»••♦» 

I  have  already  stated  that  on  the  18th  of  May  th§  St.  Louis,  equipped  for  war, 
and  a  gunboat  whose  name  could  not  be  ascertained,  tired  about  80  shots,  which 
were  answered  by  Punta  Gorda,  the  only  battery  that  was  then  in  condition  to 
answer  the  attack.  If  it  had  happened  a  few  hours  later  one  of  the  16-om.  Hontoria 
guns  of  the  Sooapa  could  have  been  fired,  but,  as  stated,  it  was  not  mounted  until 
the  night  of  the  18th.  The  hostile  ships  disappeared  to  the  east.  The  next  day,  the 
19th,  tke  Spanish  fleet,  coming  from  Curasao,  entered  the  harbor,  and  commenced  to 
coal  on  the  20th. 

May  SI. — This  day  a  ship  coming  from  the  south  came  close  to  the  mouth  of  the 
harbor,  then  shaping  her  course  westward.  At  10.30  p.  m.  the  Morro  telephone  gave 
notice  that  two  ships  had  been  firing  on  Punta  Cabrera  for  fifteen  minutes,  ten  shots 
in  all.  Probably  they  were  firing  at  Colonel  Aldea's  forces,  which  covered  that  part 
of  the  coast. 

May  22. At  7  a.  m.  the  lookout  signaled  a  steamer  to  the  east,  and  another  half  an 

hour  later.  We  learned  from  the  Morro  that  one  of  them  appeared  to  be  the  same 
that  had  been  sighted  the  day  before;  the  other  was  a  three-master.  Both  of  them 
were  thought  to  be  hostile  vessels  because  they  were  going  very  slowly  and  recon- 
noitering  the  coast.  The  new  one  had  three  smokestacks.  At  11.30  the  vessels  were 
south  of  the  Morro  (that  is,  in  front  of  it),  proceeding  very  slowly  westward,  where 
they  disappeared  at  half  past  4. 

May  23. At  5.45  a  vessel  was  signaled  to  the  south,  and  an  hour  later  two  to  the 

east.    At  9  the  Morro  said  that  one  of  the  three  vessels  had  three  smokestacks,  the 

same  that  had  been  sighted  the  day  before,  and  one  was  a  battle  ship,  and  that  flag 

signals  were  being  made.     At  11.30  a  vessel  was  signaled  to  the  west;  at  12.30  the 

Morro  said  that  the  vessel  just  arrived  had  three  masts  and  three  smokestacks.     At 

4  10  we  learned  by  telephone  that  one  of  the  four  vessels  had  disappeared  to  the 

_  .1.1,  .]  ^.t,^  n+>iBTB  were  coming  closer  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  At  7  the  three 
south  and  the  other^sw ^^  ^^^  ^^b  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^ 

J?*    s-TZ?*?  2  o'clock  the  lookout  signaled  two  steamers  to  the  south.     The  sky 

May  44.    ^"     -,  jjotbing  could  be  distinguished  beyond  a  certain  distance.     At 

was  cloudett  ^^       piuton  went  out.     At  12.30  four  hostile  vessels  were  distin- 

■  v  i'^thouffh  with  difficulty  owing  to  the  cloudy  weather,  to  the  east  of  the 
gnished,  tu^^Sj^^^^^j.  -wiien  seeing  the  Pluton  go  out,  one  of  them  shaped  her 
month  o*  ^j^^  .^^estward  and  passed  close  to  the  destroyer  without  being  able  to 
course  w^^  tiien  proceeded  westward.  The  others  started  in  the  same  direction, 
attack      nisnit  of  her,  but  without  success,  as  the  Pluton  had  naturally  eluded 
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meeting  them.  The  four  vessels  disappeared  to  the  westward.  At  2  o'clock  the 
Spanish  flagship  {Infanta  Maria  Teresa)  started  up  and  went  alongside  the  La  Cruces 
Pier  for  water.  At  5.30  two  vessels  were  signaled  to  the  south;  they  disappeared 
in  that  direction  after  dark. 

May  S5. — At  6  o'clock  two  steamers  were  signaled,  one  to  the  south  and  one  to 
the  west.  At  7.30  the  Cristobal  Colon  started  up,  and  shortly  after  cast  anchor 
again.  At  the  same  hour  the  Morro  reported  that  one  of  the  two  vessels  signaled 
was  apparently  heading  toward  the  harbor  at  full  speed,  and  the  other  seemed  to  be 
chasing  her.  Three-quarters  of  an  hour  later  it  was  reported  that  the  vessel 
appeared  to  have  been  captured  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  mouth  of  Santiago 
Harbor,  and  that  both  were  going  south,  the  captured  vessel  ahead  and  the  other 
following.  The  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  sheered  off  from  Las  Cruces  Pier  at  1  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and  the  Oquendo  then  went  alongside  also  to  take  water;  the  former  anchored 
again  in  the  bay.  At  2  o'clock  the  Vizcaya  cast  anchor  south  of  Cay  Eatones,  near 
Cajuma  Bay.     The  Cristobal  Colon  anchored  south  of  Pnnta  Gorda. 

May  26. — At  2  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Oqvendo  left  Las  Cruces  Pier  and  anchored  again 
in  the  bay.  The  position  of  the  fleet  was  as  follows:  The  Cristobal  Colon  was  at 
anchor  south  of  Punta  Gorda,  close  to  it,  presenting  her  broadside  to  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor,  in  line  with  the  channel  to  which  she  presented  her  guns,  so  as  to  be 
able  to  attack  the  enemy  in  case  he  should  try  to  force  it ;  the  Vizcaya  close  to  Caju- 
mas  Bay,  facing  the  same  as  the  Colon  so  as  to  unite  their  fire  in  case  the  enemy 
should  succeed  in  passing  Punta  Soldado ;  the  Maria  Teresa  and  Oquendo  south  of  Cay 
Eatones,  so  as  to  defend  the  channel  of  Punta  Gorda  as  well  as  the  general  anchor- 
ing place  and  the  city.  During  the  day  three  ships  were  sighted  to  the  south,  and 
disappeared  shortly  after  in  the  same  direction. 

May  Z7. — At  6  the  lookout  signaled  two  vessels  to  the  south.  At  11.30  It  signaled 
five  more  ships.  There  were  now  seven  in  sight.  At  12.30  four  more  ships  were 
sighted;  total,  eleven  ships.  Of  the  eleven  ships  in  sight,  four  are  battle  ships. 
At  2.30  p.  m.  another  ship  arrived.    The  ships  disappeared  to  the  south. 

May  Z8. — At  6.15  the  lookout  signaled  a  vessel  within  5  miles  of  the  Morro,  and  at 
noon  she  disappeared  to  the  south.  At  4.30  p.  m.  six  large  ships  were  signaled, 
disappearing  to  the  south  at  nightfall. 

May  S9. — At  daybreak  the  destroyers  Pluton  and  Furor  went  out  to  reoonnoiter, 
returning  at  8.  During  the  day  they  anchored  in  the  bay;  at  night  they  cast 
anchor  at  the  Socapa  and  at  Nispero  Bay  in  order  to  guard  the  entrance  of  the 
harbor.  At  7  seven  hostile  ships  were  sighted  reoonnoiteriug  the  coast  at  a  dis- 
tance of  about  8  miles ;  they  withdrew  to  the  south  before  dark. 

May  SO. — At  5.30  the  hostile  fleet  was  signaled  approaching  to  within  9  miles  of 
the  harbor.  It  consisted  of  seven  ships.  At  noon  three  others  arrived  from  the 
south  and  joined  the  former. 

May  31. — At  5.45  the  lookout  signaled  eleven  ships  to  the  south.  At  2  p.  m.  gun 
fire  was  heard.  The  lookout  reported  that  the  coast  was  being  fired  on.  At  2.40 
Punta  Gorda  battery  opened  fire,  ceasing  again  shortly  after.  The  ships  of  the 
Spanish  fleet  hoisted  their  battle  flags  and  fired  up  their  boilers.  At  2.30  the  firing 
was  quite  lively;  by  3  it  became  slower,  and  ceased  at  3.30. 

June  1. — At  6  o'clock  the  lookout  signaled  the  hostile  fleet  in  sight,  consisting  of 
thirteen  ships— five  battleships  and  eight  merchant  and  war  ships,  among  them  one 
torpedo  boat.  At  7  o'clock  gun  shots  were  heard.  At  12.30  the  fleet  started  up, 
moving  away  from  the  harbor,  from  which  it  was  about  6  miles  distant ;  half  an  hour 
later  it  reversed  its  course  and  came  again  closer.  At  night  the  Spanish  fleet 
changed  its  anchoring  place.  The  Maria  Teresa  and  Vizcaya  anchored  south  of  and 
with  their  broadsides  toward  Cay  Eatones  and  were  forming  the  first  line  for  the 
defense  of  the  harbor.  The  Colon  and  Oquendo  anchored  north  of  the  same  cav  and 
were  forming  the  second  line. 

June^.—Kt  5.30  nineteen  ships  appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  a  distance  of 
about  5  miles.  At  7  the  Morro  reported  that  they  were  going  to  fire  a  few  shots  to 
discharge  some  of  the  guns. 

June  S.— At  3.30  gunshots  were  being  heard  toward  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  and 
the  firing  became  very  lively.  At  4  o'clock  it  was  learned  at  the  comandancia  de 
marina  that  a  merchant  vessel  had  come  very  close  to  the  mouth  of  the  channel- 
that  the  batteries  had  fired  at  her  and  she  had  not  answered;  and  at  that  moment 
she  was  already  inside;  shortly  after  she  passed  by  the  bow  of  the  Reina  Mercedes 
which,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  moored  between  the  Socapa  and  Cav  Smith  with 
her  bow  toward  the  channel,  which  she  was  defending  with  her  two  i6-ceutimetBT 
Hontoria  guns  and  Whitehead  torpedoes.  By  4.20  the  firing,  which  had  been  verv 
violent,  ceased.  At  4.30  it  was  learned  that  the  hostile  ship  had  gone  down  in  the 
mouth  of  the  channel,  close  to  Punta  Soldado,  but  without  obstructing  it.  At  5  W 
it  now  being  daylight,  very  slow  firing  was  again  heard  and  ceased  at  6.  At  5.30  the 
commandant  of  marine  went  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  in  the  steam  launch 

When  he  returned,  we  learned  that  one  of  the  merchant  vessels  forming  part  of  th 
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American  fleet,  called  the  Merrimao,  with  two  masts  and  one  smokestack,  larger  than 
the  M4jico,  had  forced  the  entrance  at  5.30;  that  she  had  been  sunk  in  the  channel 
close  to  Punta  Soldado,  by  the  guns  of  the  Mercedes  and  the  rapid-flre  guns  of  the 
battery  below  the  Socapa,  and  was  lying  in  the  direction  of  the  Sooapa,  without 
obstructing  the  entrance  or  preventing  our  ships  from  going  out,  and  that  one  lieu- 
tenant and  seven  sailors  forming  her  crew  had  been  captured  and  were  on  board  the 
Mei-cedea. 

Besides  the  firing  on  the  vessel  from  the  guns,  the  Pinion  launched  two  torpedoes 
and  the  Mercedes  two  more.  Two  submarine  mines  were  discharged  from  the  first 
liBe  and  one  from  the  second. 

As  may  have  been  noticed,  on  Jnne  I  the  enemy  appeared  before  the  Morro  with 
13  ships.  From  that  time  on  the  hostile  ships,  which  were  afterwards  increased  in 
number,  established  day  and  night  a  constant  watch,  without  withdrawing  at  night- 
fall, as  they  used  to  do.  Probably  they  suspected — for  they  never  lacked  advices 
and  secret  information — that  our  fleet,  for  want  of  provisions,  would  before  very  long 
be  compelled  to  go  out,  and  that  is  what  they  were  waiting  for. 

June  4. — There  were  to  be  seen  at  the  month  of  the  harbor  17  ships:  6  battleships, 
5  war  ships,  and  6  merchant  vessels. 

June  5. — The  American  fleet  could  be  seen  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  being  the 
same  ships  we  had  seen  the  night  before. 

June  6. — Eighteen  ships  were  visible  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  At  7.30  the 
lookout  reported  that  the  ships  were  starting  up  and  approaching.  At  8.30  ten 
ships — the  Iowa,  Indiana,  Massachusetts,  Brooklyn,  Neiv  York,  Texas,  Amazonas, 
Minneapolis,  and  two  other  war  vessels— forming  two  divisions,  opened  fire,  the  first 
division  on  the  Morro  and  Aguadores,  the  second  on  the  Socapa;  one  ship  was 
detached  from  the  latter  division  to  bombard  Mazamorra  and  adjoining  points  on 
the  coast,  where  the  column  of  Colonel  Aldea  (Asiatic  battalion)  had  detachments 
and  was  operating. 

When  the  American  fleet  opened  fire,  it  was  so  intense  and  the  shots  followed 
each  other  in  such  quick  succession  that  it  might  have  seemed  like  a  fusillade  if  the 
mighty  thunder  of  guns  can  be  compared  with  the  crackling  of  small  arms.  By 
9  o'clock  it  became  somewhat  slower,  shortly  after  reaching  again  the  same  intensity, 
then  decreasing  once  more  at  10. 15,  and  again  becoming  terribly  intense  at  10.30. 
At  11.02  it  ceased.  Punta  Gorda  battery  fired  only  7  shots.  At  12.15  intense  firing 
was  heard  again  in  the  distance  to  the  east;  it  ceased  at  1.45.  At  2  p.  m.  there 
arrived  at  the  royal  pier  a  boat  from  the  Beina  Mercedes,  towed  by  her  steam  launch, 
with  Lieutenant  Ozamiz,  bringing  three  seriously  wounded  sailors  who  were  taken 
to  the  military  hospital.  This  officer  reported  the  death  of  Commander  Emilio  de 
Acosta  y  Eyermann,  second  in  command  of  the  cruiser,  and  of  five  sailors ;  also,  that 
Ensign  Molins,  one  boatswain,  and  several  other  sailors  had  been  wounded;  their 
names  could  not  be  ascertained  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  ship,  nor  could  even 
the  exact  number  of  wounded  be  stated,  as  it  had  been  necessary  to  extinguish  two 
fires  on  board.  At  2.45  a  private  boat  arrived  at  the  pier,  carrying  a  sergeant  and 
a  wounded  soldier  from  the  Mazamorra  detachment.  They  were  also  taken  to  the 
military  hospital.    There  were  no  more  remarkable  events  during  the  night. 

Ten  war  ships,  eight  of  them  battle  ships,  divided  into  two  divisions,  opened  fire 
shortly  after  8  a.  m.  on  the  batteries  at  the  mouth,  and  by  elevation  on  the  bay. 
During  the  first  moments  the  firing  was  so  intense  that  it  resembled  one  prolonged 
thunder.  In  fact,  I  had  no  idea  that  any  firing  could  be  as  terrific  as  that  of  those 
ten  ships.  Much  has  been  said  of  the  bombardments  of  Sebastopol  and  Alexandria, 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  they  could  have  been  as  terrible  as  the  bombardment  we 
Buflered  that  6th  day  of  Jnne — a  day  which  the  inhabitantB  of  Santiago  will  never 
forget.  I  might  write  pages  about  it,  and  even  then  would  probably  not  give  the 
faintest  idea  of  what  it  really  was. 

I  have  always  believed  that  the  hostile  fleet,  which  by  means  of  the  yacht  referred 
to  communicated  with  the  insurgents  on  the  coast  by  way  of  Punta  Cabrera,  knew 
everything  that  was  going  on  in  Santiago  as  well  as  in  the  harbor  and  the  position 
of  our  ships.  But  if  I  had  had  any  doubts  on  that  subject,  they  would  have  been 
dispelled  that  6th  day  of  June  when  I  saw  the  aim  of  their  projectiles.  Most  of  them 
dropped  in  the  bay  in  the  direction  of  the  Maria  Teresa  and  Vizcaya,  which  were 
covering  the  first  line,  and  it  was  a  miracle  that  both  of  them  were  not  seriously 
damaged-  for  the  large-caliber  shells  fell  all  around  them;  there  were  moments 
when  it  seemed  as  though  some  had  hit  them,  especially  the  Viscaya. 

Thev  were  also  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  position  of  the  Mercedes,  which  is 
■nroved  by  the  fact  that  the  ships  to  the  east,  being  the  division  which  bombarded 
the  Morro,  were  firing  their  projectiles  right  at  the  cruiser,  and  though  protected 
bv  the  hill  of  the  Socapa,  she  received  in  her  hull  and  rigging  35  shells,  causing  two 
fires  one  of  them  quite  extensive,  being  in  the  paint  locker  forward. 

Commander  Emilio  Acosta  y  Eyermann  was  directing  the  extinguishing  of  the  fire 
in  the  forecastle  when  a  large  shell  out  off  his  right  leg  at  the  hip  and  also  his  right 
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hand,  mutilating  him  horribly.  May  he  rest  in  peace,  this  first  chief  of  the  navy 
killed  in  this  war. 

The  large  projectiles  shot  through  the  space  across  the  bay,  cansinga  tremendous 
noise  which  only  those  who  heard  it  can  understand;  some  fell  on  the  opposite  coast 
(to  the  westward),  raising,  as  they  exploded,  clouds  of  dust  and  smoke;  others  could 
not  be  seen  falling,  which  proves  that  they  must  have  dropped  in  the  hills  at  a  great 
distance.  This  explains  that  they  did  not  only  reach  the  city,  but  went  thousands 
of  meters  beyond. 

Toward  evening  the  ships  also  fired  twice  on  Daiquiri,  probably  at  the  forts  and 
the  detachments  in  the  mineral  region  and  at  Firmeza,  but  without  any  effect  worth 
mentioning.  The  high  battery  of  the  Socapa  (two  16-cm.  Hontoria  guns)  fired  47 
shots;  that  was  all  they  could  fire,  because  during  the  bombardment  the  ships  were 
hidden  most  of  the  time  through  the  smoke. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cay  Smith  had  to  take  refuge  in  the  northern  part,  which  is 
very  abrupt,  and  many  were  in  the  water  up  to  the  waist ;  if  they  had  not  gone  there 
most  of  them  would  have  been  killed,  for  nearly  all  the  dwellings  which  were  located 
In  the  southern  part  suffered  from  tlie  effects  of  the  shells.  The  following  day  the 
Cay  was  abandoned  and  the  inhabitants  transferred  to  the  city. 

June  7. — At  daybreak  nineteen  ships  in  front  of  the  mouth.  The  French  cable  had 
been  cut,  and  we  were  not  in  communication  with  Guantanamo. 

June  8. — ^Nineteen  ships  were  in  sight  at  daybreak,  about  6  miles  from  the  mouth. 
During  the  night  the  fleet  had  constantly  thrown  its  search  lights  on  the  coast. 

June  9. — At  daybreak  eighteen  ships,  at  a  distance  of  about  7  miles.  The  steamer 
Tomas  Brooks  delivered  25  planks  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  which  were  attached 
to  a  steel  cable  stretched  from  Cay  Smith  to  Punta  Soldado,  the  object  of  the  planks 
being  to  keep  it  at  the  surface  of  the  water.  The  cable  was  laid  to  prevent  the  pas- 
sage of  any  torpedoes  which  the  enemy  might  attempt  to  send  into  the  harbor  with 
the  entering  tide. 

June  10. — At  daybreak  the  eighteen  ships  of  the  preceding  day  were  to  be  seen 
about  10  miles  distant.  At  7  o'clock  another  one,  a  merchant  vessel,  arrived  from 
the  south.  The  Pluton  and  Furor  went  alongside  the  steamer  Mejico,  one  at  each 
side,  to  rest  from  the  service  of  the  night.  At  11  the  lookout  made  a  signal,  taking 
it  down  shortly  after,  that  fire  was  being  opened.  Nothing  was  heard  in  the  city. 
The  Morro  said  that  the  enemy  had  fired  upon  Punta  Berraoos  but  had  stopped  very 
soon.  During  the  night  the  American  fleet  continued  to  examine  the  coast  by  means 
of  the  searchlights. 

June  11. — Seventeen  ships,  some  6  miles  distant,  others  10. 

June  IS. — The  same  seventeen  ships,  from  5  to  6  miles  distant  from  the  Morro. 

June  IS. — Fifteen  ships,  6  miles  from  the  harbor. 

June  14. — At  5.15  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  mouth  of  the  harbor;  it  ceased 
at  6.50.  The  projectiles  fell  toward  Cajuma  Bay,  close  to  the  Vizeaya.  Only  one 
ship  kept  up  the  fire  on  the  Morro  and  Socapa,  both  batteries  answering  it.  At  the 
latter  battery  Ensign  Bruquetas  and  two  sailors  were  slightly  wounded.  At  10 
General  Linares  went  to  the  Socapa  and  the  Morro,  returning  at  12.30.  The  enemy 
continued  the  fire  during  the  night,  aiming  his  projectiles  upon  the  coast,  especially 
above  mouth  of  the  harbor. 

June  15. — At  daybreak  seventeen  hostile  ships  in  sight,  among  them  the  Vesuvius, 
this  being  her  first  appearance  before  the  harbor. 

From  the  7th  to  the  15th  the  hostile  fleet  hardly  threatened  the  batteries  which 
defended  the  harbor,  nor  the  coast  either,  contenting  themselves  with  watching  it 
incessantlj^  day  and  night. 

In  the  city  nothing  appeared  to  have  changed,'  and  yet  the  situation  was  very  far 
from  being  what  it  was  a  month  ago. 

In  the  stores  many  articles  were  wanting,  and  those  that  could  be  had  brought 
fabulous  prices.  Unfortunately,  one  of  the  first  articles  that  gave  out  was  flour  and 
no  bread  could  be  baked.  Hardtack  (galleta)  was  used  instead,  but  only  a  few'peo- 
ple  could  pay  for  it.  There  was  no  milk  to  be  had,  indispensable  for  the  sick  and 
for  babies.  The  soldiers  commenced  to  eat  bread  made  of  rice  and  rice  boiled  in 
water,  which  weakened  them  very  much,  and  though  they  were  not  suffering  actual 
hunger,  everybody  knew  that  calamity  was  not  far  off  and  was  inevitable,  for  no 
provisions  could  be  expected  either  by  land  or  sea. 

Fortunately,  the  sailors  of  the  ships  and  defenses,  thanks  to  the  foresight  of  the 
general  commandant  of  the  naval  station,  were  still  receiving  full  rations  and  had 
them  for  some  time  to  come,  thanks  also  to  the  interest  taken  In  this  matter  by  the 
commandant  of  marine. 

The  music  continued  to  play  at  the  Alameda  and  in  the  market  place,  but  the  peo- 
ple, who  had  nothing  to  eat,  had  no  desire  to  go  walking,  and  the  market  plg,ce  and 
the  Alameda  were  deserted. 

Horses  and  dogs  were  dying  before  our  eyes.  Carriages  stopped  going  about  for 
want  of  horses,  which  the  scavenger  carried  off  at  night,  and  gradually  the  city 
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acquired  that  stamp  of  sadness  and  absence  of  life  which  is  seen  in  places  into  which 
cholera  and  plagues  carry  sorrow  and  death.  The  situation  became  more  serious 
every  day,  and  the  discouragement  was  general,  for  everyone  knew  that  if  the 
blockade  should  continue  the  ruin  of  the  city  was  imminent. 

I  must  state  that  while  the  ships  of  the  hostile  fleet  were  firing  on  Punta  Cabrera 
and  Mazamorra,  on  the  7th,  9th,  and  days  following,  insurgent  bands,  commanded 
by  their  principal  chiefs,  sustained  a  continued  musket  fire  on  land.  In  these  attacks 
they  were  repulsed  with  great  losses. 

June  16. — Eighteen  ships  in  sight.  At  5.45  the  hostile  fleet  opened  fire.  At  6.15 
Punta  Gorda  commenced  firing,  but  stopped  shortly  after.  The  greater  part  of  the 
projectiles  dropped  close  to  the  Spanish  fleet.  At  6.30  the  fire  became  more  intense. 
At  6.35  smoke  was  seen  for  a  few  minutes  issuing  from  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa.  It 
was  learned  afterwards  that  a  fragment  of  shSl  had  caused  a  slight  injury  in  the 
starboard  gallery.  At  6.40  Punta  Gorda  again  opened  fire;  ten  shots.  At  7  the 
liring  ceased.  At  7.15  the  Furor  and  Pluton,  which  had  their  steam  up  during 
the  firing,  went  alongside  the  steamer  M^jieo.  It  was  reported  from  the  Morro  that 
the  ships  which  had  been  firing  were  eight  in  number ;  that  the  fire  had  been  directed 
against  the  castle  and  the  Socapa,  both  of  them  answering;  that  at  the  Morro  bat- 
tery a  gunner  had  been  killed  and  au  officer  and  five  soldiers  (all  belonging  to  the 
artillery)  wounded;  that  at  the  Socapa  two  sailors  had  been  killed  and  four  sailors 
and  Ensign  Bruquetas  wounded,  the  latter  for  the  second  time ;  and  that  one  of  the 
Hontoria  guns  had  been  put  out  of  action  by  debris  obstructing  it,  but  that  the 
enemy  had  not  succeeded  in  dismounting  a  single  gun.  During  the  night  the  ships 
continued  to  illuminate  the  coast  with  their  search  lights.  The  debris  was  removed 
from  the  Hontoria  gun,  which  was  again  made  ready  for  firing. 

June  17. — At  5.30  steady  gun  fire  commenced  in  the  distance  to  the  west.  It  was 
learned  that  one  ship  was  firing  on  Punta  Cabrera.  A  few  minutes  later  another 
opened  fire  on  the  Socapa.  Thirteen  ships  in  sight.  The  ship  firing  on  Punta 
Cabrera  was  also  firing  on  Mazamorra.  At  7.30  the  firing  ceased.  There  was  nothing 
further  of  importance  during  the  day  and  the  following  night. 

June  18. — Fourteen  ships  in  sight  at  daybreak.  The  Iowa  left  and  the  Maasaohu- 
seits,  which  had  been  absent  for  several  days,  took  her  place.  At  7.45  p.  m.  gun  fire 
was  heard.  It  was  learned  that  it  was  from  the  Socapa  firing  at  a  ship  which  had 
passed  within  a  short  distance  and  had  answered.    About  20  shots  were  exchanged. 

June  19. — Fifteen  vessels  in  sight.  At  7  two  battle  ships  arrived  from  the  south; 
total,  17.  At  2.30  p.  m.  General  Linares  went  to  the  moutbi  of  the  harbor,  returning 
at  7  p.  m.  During  the  night  the  ships  were  again  running  their  search  lights  along 
the  coast  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbor. 

June  $0. — At  daybreak  there  were  21  vessels  in  sight,  7  of  them  battle  ships.  The 
Oquendo  changed  her  anchoring  place  and  went  farther  to  the  north.  At  12  the 
Morro  reported  that  39  hostile  vessels  had  arrived ;  shortly  after  3  more  came,  so  that, 
with  the  21  that  were  already  opposite  the  Morro,  there  was  a  total  of  63. 

Another  cable  was  stretched  between  the  Socapa  and  Cay  Smith,  like  the  one 
stretched  between  Cay  Smith  and  Punta  Soldado,  and  twelve  Bustamente  torpedoes 
were  planted,  half  of  them  between  Cay  Smith  and  the  Merrimac,  and  the  other  six 
between  the  latter  and  Punta  Soldado. 

Jmne  SI. — It  was  learned  that  the  42  vessels  that  had  arrived  the  previous  day  had 
proceeded  in  an  easterly  direction  during  the  night,  leaving  only  the  former  21,  most 
of  them  war  ships.  At  2.30  p.  m.  the  Morro  stated  that  the  42  vessels  were  again 
returning  from  the  south. 

The  cruiser  Beina  Mercedes  left  her  anchoring  place  at  the  Socapa  and  cast  anchor 
in  the  bay,  west  of  the  captaincy  of  the  port. 

On  the  16th  the  American  fleet  had  again  opened  fire  on  the  batteries  at  the  mouth 
of  the  harbor,  and  although  it  could  not  be  compared  with  that  of  the  6th,  either 
in  intensity  or  duration,  yet  it  had  caused  us  two  deaths  at  the  Socapa,  and  two 
officers  and  several  sailors  and  soldiers  had  been  wounded  there  and  at  the  Morro. 
A  32-cm.  shell,  which  exploded  at  the  former  of  said  batteries,  raised  such  a  quantity 
of  earth  that  it  partly  buried  one  of  the  Hontoria  gnns,  making  it  useless  for  the 
time  being,  and  came  near  burying  also  the  men  serving  it.  During  the  night  the 
earth  covering  the  gnn  was  removed,  so  that  it  was  again  ready  for  service. 

On  the  17th  the  ships  reconnoitered  along  Punta  Cabrera  and  Mazamorra,  firing  on 
the  detachments  of  the  Asiatic  column. 

n  *  a  n  n  it  n 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st  it  was  learned,  as  has  been  stated,  that  the  enemy  waa 
effecting  a  landing  at  Punta  Berracos. 

June  22. — At  6.30  the  usual  ships  were  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  harbor;  in 
Agnadores  Bay  there  were  2  yachts  and  1  monitor;  at  Punta  Berracos  the  42  vessels 
of  the  convoy,  among  them  the  St.  Louis,  with  the  Indiana.  A  steamer,  with  tugs, 
could  also  be  seen.  We  therefore  knew  that  the  landing  was  being  effected.  W« 
also  saw  the  house  on  fire  that  the  English  had  on  San  Juan  Birer.    At  8  the  enemy 
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oi)ened  fire  and  Punta  Gorda  answered.  At  the  same  time  one  ship  fired  upon  Agurf.- 
dores.  The  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  and  Texas  were  firing  on  the  Morro  and  Socapa,  and  the 
batteries  were  answering.  At  noon  the  firing  ceased  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbor. 
Punta  Gorda  only  fired  five  shots.  The  firing  continued  on  the  coast  toward  the 
east.  At  11  o'clock  p.  m.  two  shots  were  heard  and  a  loud  detonation,  followed  by 
a  noise  resembling  that  of  a  screw  revolving  in  the  air.  Shortly  after  another 
similar  detonation  was  heard. 

June  S3. — Opposite  the  Morro  entrance,  and  at  a  distance  of  about  6  miles  from  it, 
8  battle  ships,  2  destroyers,  the  Vesuvius,  and  8  merchant  vessels.  The  rest,  as  many 
as  63,  continued  the  landing  on  the  coast,  protected  by  some  of  the  war  ships.  At 
2.30  a  yacht,  with  a  white  flag,  left  the  fleet  and  approached  the  Morro.  The  tug 
Colon  went  out  to  speak  with  her.  At  this  time  there  were  24  ships  opposite  the 
harbor.  During  the  night  the  enemy  examined  the  coast  again  by  means  of  search 
lights. 

June  S4. — Eight  battle  ships,  2  destroyers,  the  Vesuvius  (which  at  11  o'clock  on  the 
previous  night  had  thrown  two  dynamite  bombs  on  the  port,  fortunately  without 
doing  any  harm),  and  12  merchant  vessels  are  guarding  the  mouth  of  the  harbor, 
stretched  out  from  Aguadores  to  Punta  Cabrera.  The  others,  as  many  as  63,  among 
them  6  war  ships  protecting  them,  continued  the  landing  at  Daiquiri.  At  11.55  the 
Brooklyn  opened  a  slow  fire  on  Daiquiri  and  adjoining  points  on  the  coast.  At  1.30 
the  firing  ceased.  At  1.55  it  was  again  heard  in  the  same  direction,  ceasing  at  2.30. 
At  night  the  hostile  fleet  used  the  projectors  again. 

June  S5. — At  4  a.  m.  fourteen  shots  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Daiquiri.  It  wag 
presumed  that  they  were  firing  on  General  Rubin's  column.  At  daybreak  there  were 
at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  8  battle  ships  and  12  merchant  vessels.  From  12.30  to  2 
o'clock  the  hostile  fleet  kept  up  a  slow  fire  on  the  coast  from  Aguadores  to  Daiquiri. 
It  was  noticed  that  the  vessels  landing  troops  or  material  were  going  back  and  forth, 
so  we  felt  sure  that  new  reenforcements  were  constantly  arriving  frora  the  United 
States. 

June  2S. — At  daybreak  the  New  York,  Brooklyn,  Indiana,  Oregon,  Massachusetts, 
Texas,  Vesuvius,  1  monitor,  and  6  merchant  vessels  were  in  front  of  the  harbor.  To 
the  east,  in  the  direction  of  Berracos,  11  steamers  could  be  seen,  and  8  at  Daiquiri, 
inside  of  the  roadstead.  The  Vesuvius  had  discharged  two  bombs  the  preceding 
night,  one  completely  destroying  the  house  of  the  light-house  keeper,  the  other  seri- 
ously damaging  the  fortress,  wounding  three  sailors  of  the  Mercedes  and  a  soldier  of 
the  garrison. 

June  S7. — The  same  ships  blockading  the  harbor  as  the  preceding  day.  During 
the  night  the  Vesuvius  threw  three  dynamite  bombs,  doing  no  damage,  as  they  fell 
in  the  water,  although  inside  of  the  harbor.  The  search  lights  were  going  again 
during  the  night. 

On  the  evening  of  the  21st  the  enemy  had  commenced  to  effect  the  disembarkation 
of  the  landing  expedition.  To  assist  the  landing  the  ships  were  firing  on  the  whole 
coast  from  Berracos,  east  of  Santiago,  to  Punta  Cabrera,  27  miles  west.  How  could 
we  cover  so  many  threatened  points  and  occupy  so  extensive  a  territory  f  Impos- 
sible, even  if  we  had  had  much  superior  forces  than  we  did. 

On  the  22d  Daiquiri  and  Sibouey  were  bombarded  by  the  ships.  At  the  same  time 
the  enemy  appeared  at  the  former  place.  As  the  force  guarding  it  could  not  cope 
with  the  ships,  it  retreated  by  way  of  Vinnent  to  Firmeza,  gathering  up  all  the 
detachments  from  the  forts. 

June  S8.—The  Morro  said  that  the  Massachusetts,  which  had  been  gone,  had 
returned;  that  the  Iowa  had  left  instead,  and  that  at  7  a.  m.  a  merchant  vessel  was 
embarking  the  sick  of  the  fleet,  estimated  at  about  50,  judging  from  what  could  be 
made  out  with  the  help  of  glasses;  that  to  the  east,  at  a  distance,  the  ships  were 
firing  slowly.    During  the  night  they  continued  to  watch  with  search  lights. 

June  29. — The  Iowa  returned.     In  the  evening  firing  on  Daiquiri  was  heard. 

June  SO. — The  same  ships  are  blockading  the  harbor. 

July  ^—According  to  the  Morro  the  Minneapolis  arrived  to  reenforce  the  hostile 
fleet.  The  American  fleet  is  firing  from  Aguadores,  the  greater  part  of  the  proieo- 
tiles  passing  over  the  city.  Others  fall  inside,  some  exploding  and  some  not.  Many 
have  already  fallen  in  the  houses,  among  others  a  20-centiineter  shell  which  fell  in 
the  house  of  the  chief  pilot  of  the  port,  but  did  not  explode.  The  ships  firing  from 
Aguadores  are  the  i^eic  York  and  the  Oregon.  The  streets  of  the  city  are  almost 
deserted ;  only  soldiers  and  volunteers  are  seen  as  they  go  to  their  posts  As  usual 
many  projectiles  are  faUing  in  the  bay  near  onr  fleet.  The  firing  from  the  shins 
ceased  at  11.  " 

July  S.—AX  6  thehostile  fleet  opened  fire  on  the  Morro  and  the  Socapa.  The  greater 
part  of  the  projectiles  fell  in  the  bay  and  on  our  fleet.  The  firing  ceased  at  8  80 
Punta  Gorda,  which  also  opened  fixe,  discharged  8  shots.  '     * 

In  the  meantime  the  fleet  was  once  more  bombarding  the  Morro  and  the  Socapa 
where,  after  killing  several  men,  they  finally  succeeded  in  dismounting  one  of  the 
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two  HoTitoria  guns,  ■which  they  had  been  constantly  antagonizing  since  the  18th  of 
May.  At  the  same  time  they  were  bombarding  the  city  from  Aguadores,  wounding 
several  persons  and  ruining  several  houses. 

*  #  *  #  »  #  * 

July  S. — The  hostile  fleet  in  sight,  about  5  miles  distant.  At  9.45  the  Spanish  fleet 
went  out.     Shortly  after  a  violent  bombardment  was  heard. 

*  «  #  #  #  *  # 

At  9.30  the  Spanish  fleet  started  up;  first  the  Maria  Teresa,  Admiral  Cervera's  flag- 
ship, the  Vizcaya,  then  the  Cristobal  Colon  and  Oquendo.  IJehind  these  the  Pluton 
and  Furor.  This  was  the  order  of  sortie,  as  I  learned  from  the  pilots,  Lopez  and 
Nunez. 

The  Brooklyn,  Iowa,  Indiana,  Texas,  Massachusetts,  Oregon,  and  one  yacht  were  wait- 
ing at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor.  The  others  arrived  soon  from  Aguadores,  where 
they  had  been,  with  their  engines  going  and  under  steam.  One  of  the  last  ones  to 
arrive  was  the  New  York,  which,  the  same  as  the  Brookli/n,  has  a  20-mile  speed. 

The  Spanish  ships,  which  necessarily  had  to  go  out  in  line  ahead,  received,  as  each 
went  out,  the  fire  of  all  the  American  ships,  which  they  could  not  answer  until  they 
had  passed  the  bank  of  Diamante,  because  they  could  not  present  the  broadside, 
consequently  their  guns,  to  the  enemy.  Therefore,  as  long  as  they  were  inside  of 
the  harbor,  they  all  sustained  a  terrible  fire. 

To  my  mind  there  is  nothing  so  interesting  and  eloquent  as  the  account  of  a  naval 
battle  by  persons  who  have  taken  part  in  it.  Lieutenants  Bustamente  and  Cabal- 
lero,  second  in  command  of  the  destroyers  Furor  and  Pluton,  respectively,  who 
escaped  by  a  miracle  from  the  horrible  hecatomb  in  which  the  greater  part  of  their 
crews  perished,  told  me  two  days  after  the  catastrophe,  still  sick  and  tired,  of  the 
battle  which  their  ships  sustained.    Their  accounts  follow: 

Mr.  Caballbeo.  "The  last  ships  were  already  outside  of  the  harbor  when  the 
destroyers,  which  had  stopped  between  the  Socapa  and  Cay  Smith  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  up  steam,  proceeded  and  passed  through  the  channel  as  far  as  Pnnta 
Morrillo,  where  the  Furor,  which  was  in  the  lead,  put  to  port  as  though  trying  to  go 
east,  but  when  she  discovered  the  Gloucester  and  other  ships,  which  were  near  Agua- 
dores, she  put  to  starboard,  following  the  lead  of  our  fleet,  which  was  already  at 
some  distance,  opening  fire  on  the  Gloucester, •^'hioh  we  (the  two  destroyers)  had  left 
astern.  And  the  Indiana,  Oregon,  Iowa,  and  Texas,  which  we  had  passed  in  the  order 
named  on  the  port  hand,  continued  to  fire  very  rapidly,  which  made  it  extremely 
difficult  for  us  to  serve  the  guns.  After  we  had  passed  Cabanas  we  commenced  to 
gain  on  the  Furor,  and  when  we  came  up  with  her  and  were  about  50  meters  to  star- 
board, she  listed  rapidly  on  that  side,  her  rudder  having  been  disabled,  and  passed 
astern  of  us  at  a  distance  of  1  meter,  and  sank  by  the  stern,  standing  up  almost 
vertically,  and  was  buried  in  the  sea  a  moment  later,  before  reaching  Punta  Cabrera. 

"As  we  (the  Pluton)  were  making  a  great  deal  of  water,  we  continued  close  to  the 
shore  to  reach  Punta  Cabrera,  and  when  we  were  close  to  the  headland  which  it 
forms,  we  received  a  32-centimeter  projectile  which  exploded  the  forward  group  of 
boilers,  blowing  up  the  whole  deck  and  cutting  oflf  communication  between  the  two 
ends.  She  then  veered  to  starboard  and  struck  on  the  headland,  tearing  off  a  great 
part  of  the  bow.  The  shock  threw  her  back  some  distance;  then  she  struck  again. 
I  jumped  into  the  water  and  reached  the  shore. 

"I  climbed  up  on  the  headland  of  Punta  Cabrera  and  lay  there  for  about  fifteen 
minutes,  during  which  the  fire  continued.  "When  it  was  at  an  end  I  went  into  the 
mountains  and  gathered  up  such  personnel  of  the  ship  as  I  met — about  20  or  25 — 
and  with  them  I  went  around  a  small  hill  for  the  purpose  of  hiding  from  the  coast 
and  took  the  road  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  avoiding  the  roads  and  seeking  the  densest 
thickets  and  woods.  The  pilot,  on  pretext  that  the  road  which  I  was  following  was 
not  a  good  one,  left  us  and  did  not  again  put  in  an  appearance.  We  continued 
walking  in  an  easterly  direction — some  clothed,  others  naked,  and  the  rest  half 
clothed — for  two  hours,  resting  now  and  then,  and  trying  to  keep  close  to  the  coast. 
When  we  reached  the  beach  we  met  Lieutenant  Bustamente  with  a  group  of  ship- 
wrecked from  the  Furor  (his  ship)  and  some  from  the  Maria  Teresa.  We  saw  a  yacht 
with  the  English  flag  close  to  the  coast  maneuvering  back  of  Pnnta  Cabrera,  as 
though  trying  to  gather  up  the  shipwrecked  there.  We  made  signals  to  her  with  a 
■hirt,  and  seeing  mat  she  paid  no  attention  to  us  we  walked  on,  avoiding  the  forma- 
tion of  large  groups  and  hiding  ourselves  as  much  as  possible. 

"About  3.30  we  reached  the  harbor  of  Cabanas,  which  we  had  to  cross  swimming, 
and  on  the  opposite  shore,  about  9  o'clock  at  night,  we  reached  the  trenches  of  the 
Socapa,  where  at  last  we  could  rest  for  the  night,  with  the  assistance  of  some  guer- 
rillas, who  supplied  us  with  what  they  could." 

Mr.  Bustamente.  "When  we  (the  Furor)  reached  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  and 
saw  the  Spanish  fleet,  we  thought  that  by  shaping  our  course  westward  we  could 
■eek  the  protection  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  which  was  already  at  some  distance,  and 
we  manenvered  accordingly.    One  of  the  projectiles  struck  one  of  the  hatches  of 
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the  boiler  ventilators,  thereby  reducing  the  pressure  and  consequently  the  speed  of 
the  ship.  By  this  time  the  projectiles  were  falling  on  board  in  large  numbers.  One 
of  the  shells  struck  Boatswain  Duenas,  cutting  him  in  two;  one  part  fell  between 
the  tiller  ropes,  interrupting  them  momentarily,  and  it  was  necessary  to  take  it  out 
in  pieces.  Another  projectile  destroyed  the  engine  and  the  servo-motor,  so  that  the 
ship  could  neither  proceed  nor  maneuver.  Another  had  struck  the  after  shell  room, 
exploding  and  destroying  it. 

"Our  torpedoes  had  their  war  heads  on  and  were  ready  to  be  used,  but  we  did 
not  launch  them  because  we  were  never  at  a  convenient  distance  from  the  enemy. 
Under  these  circumstances  the  commander  of  the  destroyers,  Capt.  Fernando 
Villaamil,  gave  orders  to  abandon  the  ship,  and  I  with  part  of  the  crew  jumped 
into  the  water,  about  3  miles  from  the  coast.  In  the  water,  one  of  the  men  near  me, 
I  believe  the  first  boatswain,  was  struck  by  a  bullet  in  the  head  and  was  buried  in 
the  water  forever.  The  ship  in  the  mean  time,  after  a  horrible  series  of  explosions, 
went  down.  When  we  reached  the  land,  we  went  in  an  easterly  direction  towards 
Santiago.  Shortly  after  we  met  Lieutenant  Caballero  and  with  him  and  his  men 
we  reached  Santiago,  and  following  the  same  road  and  the  same  fortunes,  as  they 
are  identical,  I  will  not  here  relate  them." 

To  what  has  been  said  it  is  useless  to  add  another  word. 

July  4. — Opposite  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  the  New  Torlc,  Brooklyn,  Indiana,  Massa- 
chusetts, Minneapolis,  Vesuvius,  1  yacht,  and  17  merchant  vessels.  At  8  p.  m.  the 
cruiser  Beina  Mercedes  started  up. 

As  the  interior  of  the  harbor  did  no  longer  have  the  safeguard  of  the  fleet,  as  the 
Bustamente  torpedoes  (six  of  them)  had  been  taken  up  so  that  the  fleet  could  go  out 
and  had  not  yet  been  replaced,  and  as,  finally,  the  first  line  of  mines  no  longer 
existed,  the  commander  of  marine  decided — General  Toral  also  being  of  his  opinion — 
to  sink  the  Mercedes  (the  only  ship  that  was  suitable  for  that  purpose)  in  the  narrow 
part  of  the  channel;  consequently  the  commander  of  the  cruiser  received  orders  to 
do  so.  Hurriedly,  for  time  was  pressing,  the  wounded  and  sick  from  the  lost  fleet 
were  transferred  to  the  steamer  Mejico,  which  had  been  converted  into  a  hospital 
and  hoisted  the  flag  of  the  Red  Cross.  Important  papers  that  had  been  saved, 
memoranda,  portable  arms,  beds,  and  the  most  necessary  things,  were  taken  off  the 
Mercedes,  and  at  8  p.  m.,  with  her  commander.  Ensign  Nardiz,  a  few  engineers,  the 
necessary  sailors,  and  Pilots  Apolonio  Nunez  and  Miguel  Lopez,  started  toward  the 
entrance,  with  her  bow  anchor  and  stern  spring  on  the  cable  ready. 

At  11.30,  as  soon  as  the  enemy,  who  was  watching  with  search  lights,  sighted  her, 
he  opened  a  continuous  fire  on  the  ship.  In  spite  of  this  the  ship  was  sunk  at  the 
intended  place,  a  very  difiScult  operation  under  any  circumstances  and  especially 
under  fire,  as  will  be  readily  understood.  Unfortunately,  the  ship  did  not  come  to 
lie  across  the  channel,  because  it  seems  a  projectile  cut  the  spring  on  the  cable;  the 
sacrifice  was  useless  and  the  harbor  was  not  obstructed.  Yet  it  was  not  entiiely 
useless,  since  the  enemy  could  not  take  possession  of  her,  as  she  is  all  riddled  by 
bullets  which  she  received  that  night,  and  I  do  not  believe  she  can  ever  again  be 
used. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

SUPPLEMENTAKY  REPORTS  BEARING  UPON  THE  NAVAL  BATTLE  OF 

JULY  3. 

Secy.  8829. 

[Keport  of  board  on  condition  of  Spanisli  Teasels  snn'k  or  destroyed.] 

tr.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  13, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  6th  instant,  a  copy  of  which 
is  appended,  marked  A,  the  board  appointed  by  you  met  on  board  the 
U.  S.  S.  Oloucester&t  6  a.m.  on  the  7th  instant  and  proceeded,  onboard 
that  vessel,  to  the  wrecks  of  the  Spanish  vessels  captured  or  destroyed 
on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  by  the  United  States  squadron  under 
your  command. 

For  the  purpose  of  expediting  the  work  of  the  board  and  of  making 
its  examination  as  complete  as  possible,  it  was  subdivided  into  com- 
mittees to  consider  the  subjects  below  indicated: 

Condition  of  hull  and  the  practicability  of  saving  the  vessels. 

Condition  of  ordnance  equipment,  magazines,  etc. 

Condition  of  machinery  and  boilers. 

Effect  of  gun  fire  upon  the  enemy's  vessels. 

The  vessels  were  in  turn  visited,  and  a  separate  report  upon  each  one 
of  them  follows : 

The  board  made  a  hasty  visit  to  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  on  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  and  passed  the  afternoon  on  board  the  Cristobal 
Colon.  The  8th  was  devoted  to  the  Vizcaya.  On  the  9th  the  board 
continued  its  examination  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  and  also  exam- 
ined the  Almirante  Oquendo. 

The  board  has  been  much  aided  in  its  work  by  the  kind  assistance 
of  Capt.  L.  W.  T.  Waller,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  who  has  made  all  pho- 
tographs illustrating  this  report. 

Copy  of  orders. 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  6,  1898. 
SiKS:  The  brief  examination  made  yesterday  of  the  Infania  Maria  Teresa  and 
Oquendo  has  made  it  apparent  that  a  thorough  examination  of  the  condition  of 
the  wrecked  Spanish  vessels,  of  the  effects  npon  them  of  gun  fire,  of  combustible 
material,  and  explosions  should  be  made  and  fully  reported  upon.  You  are  there- 
fore appointed  a  board  for  this  purpose,  and  will  immediately  proceed  to  mate 
this  examination  of  the  three  vessels  that  were  beached  and  burned,  and  also 
of  the  sunken  vessel,  the  Cristobal  Colon,  which  lies  at  Rio  Tourquino,  48  miles  west 
of  Santiago.  The  principal  interest  in  the  examination  of  the  Cristobal  Colon  will 
be  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the  feasibility  of  raising  and  saving  her.  The  possi- 
bility of  saving  any  of  the  other  ships  will  also  be  considered  and  reported  upon. 
It  is  thought  that  the  Maria  Teresa  is  practically  uninjured  below  the  water  line, 
and  may  be  floated  and  repaired. 
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Whatever  facilities  the  squadron  has  in  the  way  of  divers  and  mechanics  will  be 
placed  at  yonr  disposition,  and  you  will  have  the  use  of  one  or  more  small  vessels 
to  serve  as  a  base  daring  the  examination. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear  Admiral,  V.  8.  N,, 
Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 
Lieut.  Commander  E.  P.  Eodgers,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  Commander  N.  E.  Mason,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  E.  F.  Nicholson,  U.  S.  N. 
P.  A.  Engineer  G.  W.  McElroy,  U.  S.  N. 
P.  A.  Engineer  F.  M.  Bbnnktt,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.'  F.  J.  Haeseler,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  E.  E.  Capehart,  U.  S.  N. 
Asst.  Naval  Constructor  E.  P.  Hobson,  U.  S.  N. 

INFANTA  MARIA  TERESA. 

CONDITION  OF  HULL. 

condition  of  flotation. 

The  vessel  is  nearly  upright,  lying  without  appreciable  angle  of  heel 
at  a  water  line  differing  from  the  L.  W.  L,  by  trimming  about  5  feet  by 
the  stern. 

Flooding  is  practically  complete  fore  and  aft,  and  may  have  been 
brought  about  by  water  entering  above  the  protective  deck  through 
the  stern  torpedo  tubes  and  the  broken  joints  of  the  waist  torpedo-tube 
castings.  This  is  indicated  by  the  swash  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  vessel. 

The  vessel  rests  easily,  bearing  upon  the  bottom  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  her  length.  Soundings  show  the  bottom  to  be  firm 
coral  sand,  shelving  gently  more  or  less,  as  indicated  in  the  sketch 
appended. 

STRUCTURAL  SOLIDITY. 

The  examination  extended  inside  to  the  portion  above  protective 
deck  and  included  the  outside  complete,  excepting  the  portion  resting 
on  the  bottom.  Diving  within  the  hull  was  impracticable  under  the 
conditions. 

Skeleton  frames. — The  frames  above  water  are  practically  intact,  hav- 
ing only  deformation  more  or  less  moderate,  due  to  heat.  They  are 
doubtless  intact  below  water,  there  being  no  evidence  of  bulging.  For 
purposes  of  solidity  they  may  be  considered  practically  intact. 

Beck  beams. — The  deck  beams  above  water  are  generally  more  or  less 
warped  by  the  heat.  The  warping  is  more  or  less  pronounced  in  por- 
tions where  the  wood  flat  had  no  metal  flat  below,  notably  on  the  main 
or  upper  deck  and  on  the  gun  deck  forward  and  abaft  the  engine  and 
boUer  spaces.  In  cases  of  supporting  local  weights,  as  windlasses,  etc., 
the  deformations  were  pronounced.  The  beams  have  sagged  and 
dropped  to  such  an  extent  as  to  destroy  their  structural  usefulness. 
The  stanchions  have  been  affected  in  practically  the  same  manner  as 
the  beams,  warping  being  more  pronounced  in  the  'tween  decks,  be- 
tween the  upper  and  the  gun  deck.  Generally  speakin^fi>'i«  fastenings 
of  thebeamarms  aresound.  Below  the  protective  dec]#'"*f'ii<*eck  beams 
are  doubtless  intact.  3d  "' 

Bulkheads. — The  bulkheads  above  the  protective  ^'4'^  were  princi- 
pally of  wood,  and  played  but  slight  structural  r61e  i^  ^^fie  normal  condi- 
tion. Those  of  metal— limiting  the  upper  coal  ^(Inkers — are  badly 
warped.  Below  the  protective  deck  the  bulkhea(fi%,  longitudinal  and 
transverse,  is  doubtless  intact. 
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COVERINGS. 


Outside  plating. — Generally  speaking,  the  outside  plating  for  struc- 
tural purposes  may  be  considered  intact.  There  is  warping,  though  not 
pronounced,  in  the  upper  portions  subjected  to  heat.  Divers'  reports 
show  an  intact  condition  below  the  water  as  far  as  the  examination 
could  be  extended.  The  portion  resting  on  the  bottom,  extending  over 
the  greater  part  of  the  length  below  the  bilges,  except  at  the  ends,  could 
not  be  examined;  but  taking  account  of  the  extended  evenness  of  the 
bearing  surface,  there  is  probably  but  little  deformation,  and  without 
appreciable  injury  to  solidity. 

Beck  plating. — All  deck  plating  above  the  protective  deck,  including 
the  stringers  and  lie  plates,  has  been  more  or  less  warped  and  the  fas- 
tenings impaired  by  the  heat  from  the  burning  of  the  wooden  deck  flat. 
Excepting  the  usual  junction  of  stringer  and  tie  plates,  the  deck  plating- 
above  the  protective  deck  is  but  slightly  developed,  and  plays  but  small 
part  of  structural  solidity  in  the  normal  condition. 

In  sum,  taking  full  account  of  the  distribution  of  weights  and  strains 
involved,  and  taking  full  account  of  the  reduction  of  strength,  as  pointed 
out,  it  is  considered  that  with  an  intact  condition  of  internal  structure 
below  the  protective  deck  the  remaining  structural  solidity  is  adequate 
for  the  stresses  liable  to  be  encountered  in  wrecking  the  vessel  and 
those  liable  to  be  encountered  in  any  except  severe  conditions  of  navi- 
gation. Occasion  may  be  taken  to  point  out  that  the  vessel  hias  suffered 
more  as  a  longitudinal  girder  than  as  a  transverse  girder,  and  that  in 
a  heavy  sea  it  would  be  on  the  side  of  security  to  avoid  the  position  of 
steaming  head  to  sea. 

It  should  be  pointed  out  that,  on  account  of  the  local  weaknesses 
entailed  by  warping  as  described  above,  it  would  be  on  the  side  of 
security  to  remove  the  heavy  guns  and  turrets  and  the  conning  tower 
before  the  vessel  be  sent  to  sea. 


EFFECT  OF  INTERNAL  EXPLOSIONS. 


There  are  no  indications  of  any  internal  explosions  having  occurred 
on  this  vessel.  All  deformations  found  can  be  accounted  for  by  the 
heat  effect  of  conflagration. 

CONDITION  OF  ORDNANCE  EQUIPMENTS,  ETC. 

The  11-inch  guns  and  mounts  are  in  an  excellent  condition,  requiring 
only  such  care  as  is  necessary  to  protect  them  from  the  injurious  effect 
of  the  elements. 

The  14:-centimeter  guns  require  new  breechblocks  on  every  gun  except 
two.  With  a  cleaning,  overhauling,  and  slight  repairs  these  guns  may 
be  put  in  a  serviceable  condition. 

The  shield  of  the  second  gun  on  the  port  side  has  been  perforated  by 
an  8-inch         \ 

The  sec  --y  battery  is  badly  burned.  The  only  portions  which 
can  probably     ■>  made  servicable  are  the  6-pounder  barrels. 

The  maga.  s,  being  below  the  protective  deck,  are  flooded  and 
inaccessible,  bu     ^e  apparently  intact. 

The  torpedo  ou  -fit  is  so  badly  damaged  by  shot  and  fire  as  to  be 
ruined.    Apparei  ^y  no  torpedoes  were  exploded. 
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CONDITION   OP   MACHINKRY   AND   BOILEES. 

The  engines  are  covered  witt  water  to  within  6  inches  of  the  tops  ol 
the  cylinders,  and  an  examination  of  them  therefore  can  not  properly  be 
made.  From  what  can  be  seen,  exploding  shells  have  not  struck  them, 
and  they  are  believed  to  be  intact. 

It  can  not  at  present  be  determined  if  any  of  the  cylinders  or  heads 
are  cracked  from  heat. 

If  the  vessel  is  raised  soon  the  engines  can  probably  be  made  serv- 
iceable, with  such  work  done  upon  them  as  is  usually  necessary  to  put 
submerged  machinery  in  order. 

The  water  also  prevents  an  examination  of  the  boilers,  and  a  definite 
knowledge  as  to  their  condition  can  not  be  obtained.  All  gratings  are 
in  place,  and  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  trunks  or  other  approaches  to 
fire  rooms  of  any  boiler  explosions  having  taken  place.  The  boilers, 
however,  were  subjected  to  extreme  strains,  due  to  sudden  cooling,  and 
the  tubes  will  probably  be  found  to  have  started,  even  if  there  be  no 
greater  derangement. 

All  the  piping  above  the  protective  deck  has  been  warped,  melted, 
and  otherwise  destroyed  by  heat. 

The  coal  bunkers  of  this  vessel,  as  well  as  all  others,  except  the  Gris- 
tobal  Colon,  were  on  the  9th  of  July  still  on  fire  and  smouldering. 

EFFECT   OF   GUN  FIRE. 

The  effect  of  the  gun  fire  upon  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  was  noted 
as  follows : 

Commencing  at  the  bow,  on  the  port  side. 

One  6  pounder,  just  above  the  after  hawse  pipe  on  the  gun  deck, 
ranged  aft;  and  one  just  below  it  on  the  berth  deck,  in  the  same  direc- 
tion, ranged  forward. 

Two  6-pounders— one  ranging  aft  and  one  forward — passed  through 
the  foremast. 

One  4-inch  entered  the  berth  deck  from  forward,  just  below  the  for- 
ward 14:-ceutimeter  gun;  passed  across  the  deck  and  exploded. 

One  6-pounder  struck  normal  and  entered  the  berth  deck  about  6 
feet  abaft  the  4-inch  shot  just  mentioned. 

One  1-pounder  shell  struck  between  the  forward  5.6-inch  (14-centi- 
meter)  and  the  next  one  to  it,  on  the  gun  deck,  and  ranged  forward. 

An  8-inch  shell  struck  the  shield  of  the  second  5.5inch  (14-centi- 
meter) gun,  passed  through  it,  ranging  aft,  and  exploded.  The  eflect 
of  the  explosion  upon  almost  everything  about  the  decks  in  that  vicia- 
ity  must  have  been  terrific. 

One  6-pounder  passed  through  the  ventilator  just  forward  of  the 
after  smokestack. 

The  after  smokestack  has  a  5-inch  shot  hole  through  it,  ranging  from 
aft  forward;  and  also  three  6-pounder  shot  holes  in  the  same  direction. 

Just  abaft  the  after  smokestack,  under  the  berth  deck,  is  a  hole  from 
a  5-inch  shell  which  ranged  from  forward  aft.  It  passed  through  the 
wing  passage  and  into  a  coal  bunker,  where  it  exploded.  The  frag- 
ments ripped  up  the  gun  deck  in  the  vicinity. 

A  5-ineh  shell  also  passed  into  the  gun  deck  at  the  same  point  and 
exploded,  doing  great  damage  in  the  vicinity. 

One  6-pounder  passed  through  the  superstructure  just  abaft  the  after 
smokestack. 
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One  1-pounder  passed  in  just  above  the  berth  deck,  normal  to  the 
surface  and  across  the  deck. 

A  6-pounder  passed  through  the  side  of  the  gun  deck  between  the 
A  K^*®"^  6-pounder  guns,  normal  to  the  surface. 

A  5-inch  shell  passed  into  the  berth  deck  and  exploded  just  under 
the  same  place. 

A  6-pounder  passed  into  the  berth  deck  under  the  after  14-centimeter 
gun,  and  another  shell  of  the  same  caliber  passed  through  the  after 
side  of  the  superstructure  on  the  port  side,  ranging  forward,  and  normal 
to  the  surface. 

An  8-inch  shell  struck  the  gun  deck  just  under  the  after  barbette; 
passed  through  the  skin  of  the  ship,  and  exploded,  ranging  aft.  The 
damage  done  by  this  shell  was  very  great.  AU  men  in  that  locality 
must  have  been  killed  or  badly  wounded.  The  beams  were  torn  and 
ripped,  and  the  longitudinal  bulkhead  between  the  two  cabins  was 
badly  damaged.  The  fragments  of  this  shell  passed  across  the  deck 
and  out  through  the  starboard  side  at  an  angle  of  45°,  This  shell  also 
cut  the  fire  main. 

A  6-pounder  entered  on  the  berth  deck,  just  under  the  8-inch  shell 
previously  mentioned,  striking  normal  to  the  surface. 

Two  12-uich  shells  entered  just  under  the  berth  deck.  They  entered 
through  almost  the  same  hole,  the  holes  slightly  overlapping.  They 
exploded  in  the  stern  torpedo  manipulating  room,  cutting  the  beams  of 
the  berth  deck  on  the  port  side  away  from  the  frames,  completely  wreck- 
ing everything  in  that  compartment,  and  made  a  large  ragged  hole  about 
4  feet  square  on  the  starboard  side.  They  both  entered  at  an  angle  of 
about  45°  with  the  normal,  ranging  from  aft  forward. 

To  the  right  of  the  holes  made  by  the  12-inch  shells,  three  6-pounder8 
entered,  passing  in  on  the  gun  deck  and  ranging  from  aft  forward. 

An  8-inch  shell  struck  just  abaft  the  sponson  of  the  after  6-pounder, 
going  straight  through,  and  out  the  other  side  in  the  corresponding 
locality,  without  bursting. 

Photographs  showing  the  positions  of  all  the  shot  holes  from  the  out- 
side and  the  extent  of  the  damage  from  bursting  of  shells  on  the  inside 
of  the  ship  were  taken  wherever  it  was  practicable. 

A  diagram  of  the  shot  holes,  in  addition  to  these  photographs,  is 
appended  to  this  report,  marked  B. 

It  was  not  practicable  to  locate  any  shot  holes  in  the  portion  of  the 
ship  now  under  water, 

CONCLUSION. 

The  structural  solidity  of  this  ship  is  not  to  any  considerable  degree 
injured.    Barring  local  distortions,  the  hull  is  practically  intact. 

The  outside  skin  is  reported  by  divers  as  intact,  so  far  as  holes  are 
concerned.  The  examination  extended  to  the  bilges,  fore  and  aft,  and, 
in  some  parts  near  the  extremities,  to  the  bottom. 

The  lower  portion  of  the  vessel,  up  to  the  protective  deck,  is  filled 
with  water.  The  water  comes  in  through  the  stern  and  other  torpedo 
tubes. 

The  board  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  possible  and  desirable 
to  float  the  Infcmta  Maria  Teresa.  The  vessel  is  lying  about  100  yards 
from  the  beach,  ia.  a  small  cove,  about  5  mUes  west  of  the  Morro,  and 
is  grounded  for  the  greater  part  of  her  length.  The  vessel  lies  in  a 
very  good  position,  with  deep  water  astern  to  facilitate  pulling  her  ofE, 

She  is  fairly  well  protected  against  an  easterly  sea. 
6898 37 
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The  soundings  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ships  are  indicated  in 
the  sketch  appended,  marked  0. 

The  aftermast  and  also  the  funnels  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  are 
standing.  The  foremast  has  fallen  aft  and  now  lies  along  starboard 
gangway. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  vessel  be  immediately  secured  by  cables, 
so  that  she  can  not  be  moved  from  her  present  position. 

ALMIBANTE  OQUENDO. 
CONDITION  OF  HULL. 
CONDITION  or  FLOTATION. 

The  vessel  lies  uneasily,  down  by  the  stern,  with  slight  heel  to  star- 
board, flooded  throughout. 

The  bow  is  about  3  feet  light,  and  the  stern  about  8  feet  deep.  The 
angle  of  heel  aft  is  about  4°  and  forward  about  7°.  E"o  soundings  wer6 
taken,  for,  as  seen  below,  the  vessel  is  a  structural  wreck  and  is  prac- 
tically broken  in  two. 

Examination  was  limited  to  the  above-water  portion, 

STRUCTURAI,  SOLIDITY. 

Frames. — The  magazine  explosion  forward  wrecked  the  frames  on 
both  sides  above  the  protective  deck.  On  the  starboard  side  the  heels 
of  frames  were  torn  from  the  protective  deck,  the  whole  side  being 
blown  out  for  a  distance  of  about  60  feet,  extending  aft  from  the  trans- 
verse armor.  The  side  in  this  region  hangs  about  4  feet  beyond  the 
outer  edge  of  armor  belt.  On  the  port  side  the  frames  are  blown  away 
with  the  skin  plating  just  above  the  protective  deck  for  a  distance  of 
about  15  feet  in  length  by  6  feet  in  width.  Explosion  of  the  after- waist 
torpedoes  carried  away  frames  with  the  skin  plating  just  above  the 
protective  deck  for  a  distance  of  about  12  feet  long  by  4  feet  wide. 

Decfc  beams. — In  wake  of  the  forward  magazine,  explosion  extending 
over  a  length  of  about  40  feet  aft  from  the  forward  turret,  the  deck 
beams  throughout  are  practically  destroyed.  The  platform  deck  is 
seen  upheaved  to  the  protective  deck  on  the  port  side.  The  protective- 
deck  beams  are  wrenched  from  their  fastenings  at  the  sides,  and  are 
sheared  along  the  seams  of  armor  plate  amidships  and  on  the  port  side, 
the  deck  opening  up  and  being  heaved  up  in  the  upper  part  to  about 
the  height  of  the  gun  deck. 

The  gun  deck  beams  and  upper-deck  beams  are  blown  away  and 
deformed  in  the  region  of  the  explosion. 

Over  the  torpedo  explosion  aft  the  deck  beams  of  the  gun  deck  are 
similarly  dislocated  and  deformed  for  a  distance  of  about  1 5  feet. 

In  addition  to  the  above  injuries  by  explosion  the  deck  beams  of  the 
gnu  and  main  decks  have  been  warped,  dislocated,  and  in  some  cases 
dropped  down  from  the  effects  of  heat  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  found 
on  the  other  vessels. 

Bullcheading. — The  bulkheading  below  the  protective  deck  is  blown 
away  in  the  region  of  the  magazine  explosion  as  far  aft  as  the  boUer- 
room  bulkhead.  It  is  doubtless  blown  away  for  some  distance  at  least 
on  the  forward  side  of  magazine  where  examination  could  not  extend. 

The  bulkheading  above  the  protective  deck  has  been  affected  by  heat 
in  a  manner  similar  to  that  on  the  other  vessels  previously  described. 
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COVERINGS. 

Outside  plating. — The  outside  plating  is  broken  vertically  on  both 
sides  from  the  height  of  the  protective  deck  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  top  of  t  ulwarks,  about  abreast  the  forward  turret,  just  forward  of  the 
transverse  armor,  the  cracks  generally  following  a  zigzag  course  along 
rivet  lines.  A  similar  crack  starts  on  the  port  side  of  the  armor  shelf^ 
about  awash  at  this  point,  about  30  feet  farther  aft,  and  extending 
downward  beyond  the  limit  of  visibility.  On  the  starboard  side,  from 
the  transverse  armor  to  the  boiler-room  bulkhead,  the  platings,  with 
frames,  are  wrenched  from  their  fastenings  at  the  upper  edge  of  the 
armor,  and  hang  about  4  feet  beyond  the  side  of  the  armor  belt.  On 
the  port  side  a  plate  is  blown  entirely  off  at  a  short  distance  above  the 
protective  deck,  and  the  joint  with  the  armor  belt  is  broken  for  about 
40  feet,  the  side  plating  being  about  IJ  feet  inside  of  the  armor  belt. 
Aft,  abreast  the  torpedo  explosions,  a  plate  is  blown  off  on  each  side. 

Bech  plating. — In  the  region  of  the  magazine  explosion  forward  the 
platform  deck  is  completely  wrecked;  in  parts  it  is  blown  up  against 
the  protective  deck.  The  protective  deck  is  also  completely  wrecked, 
being  torn  from  the  sides  and  opened  up  along  the  two  armor  seams, 
shearing  the  beams  and  being  heaved  up  5  to  10  feet. 

The  gun  deck  and  upper  deck  have  been  affected  by  heat  more  or 
less  as  in  the  other  vessels  previously  described. 

Thus  the  vessel  is  practically  broken  asunder  in  the  region  of  the 
forward  turret,  and,  without  taking  into  account  other  structural  inju- 
ries, it  is  evident  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  raise  and  save  her. 
Moreover,  in  view  of  the  uneasy  condition  of  flotation,  she  is  liable  to 
break  in  two  under  even  a  moderate  stress  of  sea,  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  advisable  to  begin  the  operation  of  stripping  her  at  the  earliest 
moment  practicable. 

EFFECTS  OF  EXPLOSIONS. 
TORPEDO  BXPLOSIONS. 

Conditions. — ^The  region  of  the  explosions  is  flooded  and  more  than  a 
partial  examination  was  impracticable. 

Effects. — Generally  speaking  the  injurious  effect  was  limited  to  knock- 
ing off  completely  one  plate  of  shell  plating  and  dislocating  or  distort- 
ing three  or  four  of  the  gun-deck  beams.  As  far  as  can  be  seen  the 
protective  deck  is  uninjured. 

It  is  to  be  noted  here,  as  in  the  torpedo  explosion  on  the  Vizcaya, 
that  at  a  very  moderate  distance,  not  greater  than  3  feet,  the  protective 
deck  successfully  withstood  the  shock. 

MAGAZINE  EXPLOSIONS. 

Conditions. — The  quantity  of  explosives  and  the  exact  location  of  the 
explosions  could  not  be  determined.  From  the  effects  produced,  how- 
ever, it  would  seem  that  the  main  forward  magazine  exploded,  the 
location  being  practically  the  same  as  on  the  Vizcaya. 

Effects. — The  general  effects  are  similar  to  those  of  the  forward  mag- 
azine explosion  on  the  Vizcaya,  though  they  indicate  a  more  violent 
explosion. 

The  structural  weakness  at  the  juncture  of  the  forward  and  the  mia- 
ship  portion  of  the  vessel,  arising  from  the  discontinuity  of  the  protective 
deck,  is  brought  out  more  strongly,  the  explosion,  combined  probably 
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with  some  effect  of  nneasy  grounding,  causing  the  vessel  to  break  in 
this  region. 

It  showed  a  weakness  of  juncture  of  upper  works  and  protective 
deck  and  of  protective  deck  with  belt  armor — a  fact  less  markedly 
shown  in  the  case  of  the  Vizcaya. 

Similar  cutting  away  of  bulkheads  below  the  protective  deck  is  seen, 
and  in  addition  the  platform  deck  is  visibly  upheaved  toward  the  pro- 
tective deck.  Similar  stiffening  effect  of  structures  above  the  protec- 
tive deck  is  shown  in  the  case  of  the  coal  bunkers,  conning  tower, 
turret,  etc.,  giving  the  same  wavy  appearance. 

OONDITION  OF  OEDNANCB  EQUIPMENTS,  ETC. 

The  after  11-inch  gun  and  mount  is  in  an  excellent  condition. 

At  the  forward  11-inch  gun  a  shell  struck  and  exploded  between  the 
gun  and  the  turret  shield.  This  shell  probably  killed  the  men  found 
dead  in  this  turret.  It  jammed  the  turret,  broke  the  plate  forming  the 
left  side  of  the  gun  port  in  the  shield  where  it  struck,  cut  the  pipes  and 
connections  in  the  turret,  and  completely  disabled  it.  The  gun  and 
heavy  parts  of  the  mount  seem  to  be  uninjured. 

Both  11-inch  gun  mounts  require  such  work  as  will  correct  the  injuri- 
ous effects  of  the  elements ;  and  in  the  forward  turret  the  piping  needs 
renewal  in  order  to  make  the  turret  serviceable. 

The  5.5-inch  (14-centimeter)  battery  is  burned,  but  not  to  such  an 
extent  but  that  it  can  be  rendered  serviceable  by  cleaning,  overhaul- 
ing, and  repairing. 

Several  of  the  5.5-inch  (14-centimeter)  guns  will  need  new  breech- 
blocks. 

The  after  5.5-inch  (14-centimeter)  gun  on  the  starboard  side  is  dis- 
mounted. It  lies  with  its  trunnions  on  the  slides  of  the  lower  carriage; 
the  chase  resting  in  the  bottom  of  the  gun  port  of  the  shield.  Neither 
the  gun  nor  carriage  seems  to  be  damaged,  and  it  is  quite  possible  that 
this  gun  was  thus  dismounted  by  the  mainmast  falling  upon  it.  The 
mainmast  now  lies  across  the  chase  of  the  gun.  New  cap-squares  seem 
to  be  the  only  repairs  necessary  for  this  gun. 

A  photograph  of  the  gun  is  appended,  marked  D. 

The  next  gun  foward,  on  the  starboard  side,  has  the  mark  of  a 
6-pounder  shell  in  it  just  forward  of  the  trunnions.  The  shell  pene- 
trated to  the  depth  of  IJ  to  2  inches. 

This  will  probably  render  the  gun  dangerous  for  service  use. 

The  shield  for  the  third  gun  on  the  port  side  has  a  5-inch  hole  through 
it;  minor  portions  of  the  mount  are  also  damaged. 

The  secondary  battery  on  the  lower  deck  is  very  badly  burned. 
"While  it  can  be  saved  and  possibly  be  made  serviceable  again,  it  is 
questionable  whether  it  is  desirable  to  do  so. 

The  torpedo  outfit  is  so  badly  damaged  by  shot  and  Are  as  to  be 
ruined.  At  the  port  after-broadside  torpedo  tube  a  violent  explosion 
had  occurred,  probably  that  of  one  or  more  of  the  torpedoes  located  in 
that  compartment.  This  explosion  wrecked  the  torpedo  compartment, 
the  torpedo  tubes,  and  the  torpedoes  stowed  in  the  racks  on  both  sides 
of  the  compartment. 

The  magazines  are  all  under  water  and  could  not  be  examined,  but 
the  forward  magazine  has  evidently  exploded,  forcing  the  protective 
deck  up  several  feet,  detaching  it  from  its  fastenings  to  the  side,  and 
blowing  out  both  sides  of  the  ship,  especially  on  the  starboard  side. 

The  after  magazine  apparently  did  not  explode. 
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CONDITION  OP  MAOHINBRT  AND  BOILBES. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  the  engines  being  damaged,  nor  any  of  the 
boilers  having  exploded. 

Water  covers  all  the  machinery,  so  that  a  close  examination  can  not 
be  made. 

All  piping  and  auxiliaries  above  the  protective  deck  are  destroyed  or 
damaged  irreparably. 

EFFECT   OF  GUN  FIEB. 

The  effect  of  the  gun  flre  upon  this  ship  was  terrific. 

The  sides,  smokestacks,  ventilators,  hatch  trunks,  all  seemed  to  have 
been  riddled  by  shell,  by  fragments  of  shell,  and  by  an  infinite  number 
of  small  projectiles. 

When  it  is  considered  that  boats  which  no  longer  exist  were  in  place, 
and  must  have  been  frequently  hit,  it  will  be  recognized  that  the  effect 
of  this  fire  was  quite  sufficient  to  create  dismay  among  the  ship's  com- 
pany, besides  setting  fire  to  the  woodwork. 

It  has  been  reported  by  one  of  the  Oguendd's  crew  that  a  torpedo  was 
struck  by  a  projectile,  which  caused  it  to  explode,  killing  a  great  num- 
ber of  men.  This  report  is  probably  correct,  as  the  effects  of  two  such 
torpedo  explosions  are  found  on  board  the  Oquendo — one  at  the  after- 
broadside  tube  on  the  port  side,  and  the  other  in  the  forward-broadside 
torpedo  room.  A  shell  pierced  the  side  of  the  after-broadside  torpedo 
room  within  a  few  feet  of  the  torpedo  tube,  and  may  have  exploded  the 
torpedo  head.  The  board  could  not  substantiate  the  report  by  the  evi- 
dence available.  The  forward  torpedoes  were  doubtless  exploded  by 
the  heat  of  the  flames  in  that  vicinity. 

The  intense  flames  to  which  the  three  ships  were  subjected,  and  the 
serious  explosions  of  magazines  and  torpedo  heads,  caused  by  the  heat 
of  the  flames,  have  so  completely  consumed  all  articles  and  material  of 
inflammable  nature  that  it  has  been  impossible  to  describe  moredefinitely 
and  in  detail  the  effect  of  the  gun  fires. 

Three  8-inch,  one  of  them  an  armor-piercing  shell,  passed  completely 
through  the  ship,  striking  in  the  superstructure,  and  passing  through 
the  drum  rooms  and  bulkheads,  and  out  under  the  starboard  sea  ladder 
at  the  water  line. 

One  8-inch  common  shell  struck  the  hood  of  the  forward  11-inch  gun, 
at  the  edge  of  the  port,  detaching  one  of  the  port  lanyards,  bursting, 
and  evidently  killing  everyone  in  the  turret  and  disabling  the  gun. 

The  approximate  location,  direction,  and  the  size  of  the  shell  which 
struck  the  Oquendo  are  given  in  detail,  as  follows: 

Commencing  forward  on  the  port  side — 

One  4:-inch  shell  went  in  on  the  gun  deck,  ranged  from  aft  forward 
near  the  molding  on  the  bow. 

One  6-pounder  entered  just  under  the  forward  6-pounder  sponson, 
under  the  gun  deck,  and  ranged  from  aft  forward. 

One  8-inch  common  shell  struck  the  hood  of  the  forward  11-inch  gun 
at  the  edge  of  the  port,  bursting,  and  killing  the  gun's  crew,  as  noted 
above. 

An  8-inch  shell  struck  under  the  gun  deck,  directly  below  the  con- 
ning tower,  ranging  forward  and  across  the  deck. 

One  6-pounder  entered  the  gun  deck,  undei  the  forward  part  of  the 
Bponson  for  the  forward  5.5-inch  gun. 

Another  6-pounder  entered  directly  under  the  point  of  the  sponaoii 
on  the  gun  deck. 
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A  third  6-pounder  shell  struck  under  the  after  edge  of  the  same 
sponson.    All  ranged  from  aft  forward. 

On  the  berth  deck,  directly  under  the  forward  and  after  parts  of  this 
same  sponson,  are  holes  showing  the  entrance  of  four  6  pounder  shells, 
each  ranging  forward  and  across  the  deck,  so  that  underneath  this  one 
sponson  there  are  seven  6-pounder  holes  and  one  8-inch  hole,  showing 
the  terrible  effect  and  concentration  of  our  gun-fire  at  this  point. 

One  8-inch  common  shell  passed  through  the  superstructure  and 
across  the  deck  in  front  of  the  forward  smokestack. 

Near  the  top  of  the  forward  smokestack  are  also  two  6-pounder  holes, 
one  ranging  forward  and  the  other  ranging  aft. 

Directly  under  the  forward  smokestack,  on  the  gun  deck,  are  two 
holes,  one  from  a  6-pounder,  ranging  forward,  and  just  below  it  a  4-inch 
or  5-inch  shell  hole,  also  ranging  forward. 

On  the  berth  deck,  at  the  same  point,  is  a  hole  from  a  4-lnch,  ranging 
forward  and  across  the  deck. 

About  the  middle  of  the  after  smokestack  are  two  holes  from 
6-pounders,  ranging  forward. 

Two  6-pounder  shells  also  struck  the  boat  boom  on  the  mainmast  and 
the  ventilator  just  forward. 

Just  under  the  after  smokestack,  on  the  gun  deck,  are  the  holes  of 
four  6-pounders  and  one  5-inch,  all  ranging  forward  and  across  the  deck. 

Also  down  on  the  berth  deck,  at  the  same  point,  two  4-inch  shell 
entered,  ranging  forward  and  across  the  deck,  and  just  beneath  them 
three  6-pounder  holes,  ranging  forward. 

In  the  superstructure,  just  abaft  the  after  smokestack,  a  4-inch  or 
5-inch  shell  struck  and  ranged  forward. 

A  6-pounder  shell  passed  across  the  deck  at  this  same  point,  and 
struck  the  gun  on  the  starboard  side. 

On  the  gun  deck,  under  the  sponson  for  the  second  gun  from  aft,  are 
the  holes  of  one  4-inch  and  two  6  pounders,  and  on  the  berth  deck,  just 
under  the  same  point,  are  the  holes  of  three  6-pounders,  all  ranging 
forward. 

Just  forward  of  the  after  sponson,  in  the  superstructure,  a  4-inch 
shell  passed  through  from  aft  forward. 

Under  the  after  sponson  three  6-pounder  shell  passed  in  the  gun 
deck,  from  aft  forward. 

On  the  berth  deck,  at  the  same  point,  are  six  6-pounder  holes,  all 
ranging  forward. 

Just  beneath  the  forward  part  of  the  after  barbette  is  the  hole  of  a 
4-inch  or  a  5-inoh  shell,  ranging  from  aft  forward  and  across  the  deck. 

Near  the  top,  over  the  port  after  broadside  torpedo  room,  is  a  hole 
from  a  5-inch  or  a  6-inch  shell.  This  shell  was  probably  exploded  and 
detonated  the  torpedo. 

On  the  gun  deck,  between  the  after  part  of  the  after  barbette  and  the 
sponson  for  the  after  6-pounder  gun,  are  the  holes  of  five  6-pounder 
shells,  ranging  from  aft  forward  and  across  the  deck. 

Just  abaft  the  sponson  for  the  after  6-pounder,  on  the  gun  deck,  is 
another  6-pounder  hole,  ranging  forward. 

As  the  vessel  has  settled  so  that  the  main  deck  was  not  more  than  six 
feet  out  of  the  water,  quite  a  large  area  of  the  hull  could  not  be  in- 
spected. The  armor  belt  was  not  struck  or  pierced  as  far  as  could  be 
observed. 

Three  6-pounder  armor-piercing  shell  pierced  the  hull  on  the  star- 
board side.    The  general  direction  of  these  was  from  aft. 
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Photograplis  showing  the  positions  of  the  shot  holes,  and  also  the 
effect  of  their  explosions,  were  taken  when  practicable. 

A  diagram  appended  indicates  the  approximate  location  of  the  shot 
holes. 

OONOLUSIONS. 

The  Oquendo  was  beached  in  a  small  cove  about  one-half  of  a  mile 
to  the  westward  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa. 

It  would  be  most  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  save  this  vessel.  She 
is  structurally  wrecked,  and  is  practically  broken  in  two  at  a  point 
about  abreast  the  forward  turret,  besides  being  more  or  less  severely 
injured  elsewhere. 

The  board  finds,  for  the  above  reason,  that  it  is  impracticable  to 
wreck  the  Almirante  Oquendo;  and  is  further  of  the  opinion  that,  with 
the  proper  wrecking  facilities,  the  battery  of  5.5-inch  (14- centimeter) 
and  the  turret  guns  may  be  saved  to  advantage. 

riZCATA. 
CONDITION  OP  HULL. 

CONDITION  OF  FLOTATION. 

The  vessel  is  nearly  ujiright,  and  lies  in  a  position  corresponding 
nearly  to  the  L.  W.  L. 

Flooding  of  the  vessel  is  complete  fore  and  aft.  The  vessel  rests 
easily,  but  as  the  structural  solidity  does  not  warrant  the  effort  to  save 
the  vessel,  as  pointed  out  below,  diving  and  complete  soundings  were 
not  undertaken. 

STRUCTURAL  SOLTDITY. 

The  examination  extended  inside  that  portion  of  the  hull  now  above 
water,  corresponding  to  the  position  above  the  protective  deck,  as  well 
as  to  the  portion  immediately  below  the  protective  deck  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  magazine  explosions,  as  mentioned  below. 

Frames. — Above  water  the  frames  are  out  forward  on  the  starboard 
side  for  a  distance  of  about  12  feet  abreast  the  torpedo-manipulating 
room,  in  wake  of  the  torpedo  explosions. 

The  frames  are  torn  from  their  fastenings  to  the  protective  deck  on 
the  starboard  side  in  wake  of  the  forward  magazine  explosion,  along  a 
space  extending  from  abreast  the  forward  turret  aft  for  a  distance  of 
about  40  feet. 

Beclc  beams. — The  deck  beams  of  the  berth  and  gun  decks  forward, 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  torpedo-manipulating  rooms,  are  broken  for  a  dis- 
tance of  about  20  feet.  The  beams  of  the  protective  deck  are  sheared 
along  the  armor  seam  on  the  starboard  side  in  the  wake  of  the  forward 
magazine  explosion,  tor  a  distance  of  about  30  feet,  along  a  space 
extending  aft  from  the  transverse  armor  abreast  of  turret. 

The  beams  of  this  deck  are  sheared  on  two  sides,  along  the  armor 
seams,  above  the  after  magazine  explosion,  the  effects  of  which  extend 
from  the  after  transverse  armor  almost  abreast  the  turret  forward  to 
the  glacis  over  engines. 

The  beams  of  the  gun  deck  are  practically  destroyed  by  distortion 
and  dislocation  for  a  distance  of  about  30  feet  above  each  magazine 
explosion.  Those  of  the  upper  deck  are  similarly  injured,  though  over 
a  less  extent  and  in  a  less  aggravated  manner. 
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The  heat  effects  of  warping  and  distortion  and  the  sinking  beneath 
local  weights  extend  generally  to  the  upper  and  gun  decks,  being  more 
pronounced  where  there  is  no  metal  plating. 

For  tie  decks  below  water,  although  examination  could  not  be  made, 
the  effects  on  the  beams  are  doubtless  more  pronounced  than  those 
above  the  protective  deck. 

Bulkheads. — ^Above  water  the  bulkheading  has  been  affected  by  heat 
in  a  manner  more  or  less  similar  to  that  described  for  Infanta  Maria 
Teresa. 

Below  water,  forward,  the  bulkheading  is  cut  away  from  the  trans- 
verse armor  forward  as  far  aft  as  could  be  seen.  This  injury  extends 
into  the  boUer  and  engine  spaces. 

COVEHINGS. 

Outside  plating. — The  outside  plating  is  blown  off  forward  on  both 
sides  in  wake  of  the  torpedo  -  manipulating  room  for  a  longitudinal 
distance  of  about  20  feet.  This  injury  extends  from  the  protective  deck 
at  the  sides,  in  wake  of  the  forward  magazine  explosion,  from  the  trans- 
verse armor  aft  for  a  distance  of  about  40  feet. 

Deck  plating. — The  heat  effects  on  stringers,  tie-plates,  and  other 
plating  of  the  gun  deck  and  upper  deck  are  more  or  less  similar  to 
those  described  for  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa. 

Forward,  in  the  region  of  the  torpedo  explosions,  the  plating  of  the 
berth  and  the  gun  deck  is  practically  destroyed,  being  driven  down  in 
case  of  the  berth  deck.  In  the  case  of  the  gun  deck,  after  being  blown 
through,  the  deck  fell  down  upon  the  berth  deck,  the  deck  beams  and 
stanchions  having  been  carried  away.  The  gun  deck  carried  also  the 
weight  of  windlass,  which  fell  with  the  deck.  The  plating  of  the  upper 
deck  in  the  same  region  is  blown  through,  upward  and  folding  back, 
for  a  length  of  about  15  feet. 

Thus,  the  explosion  forward  carried  away  the  upper  half  of  the  lon- 
gitudinal girder  structure,  and  the  longitudinal  connections  at  the  junc- 
ture of  the  transverse  armor  would,  in  all  probability,  break  off. 

The  magazine  explosions  carried  away  the  larger  part  of  the  trans- 
verse stiffening  members  amidships,  corresponding  to  the  webb  and 
upper  flange  of  the  transverse  girders.  This  occurs  in  the  part  where 
the  beam  is  greatest  and  the  side  weights  heaviest.  When  parallel  to 
the  waves  in  a  sea  way,  even  if  not  in  still  water,  the  sides  would  set- 
tle and  entail  the  vessel's  destruction. 

Thus  the  internal  explosions  have  destroyed  the  vessel's  structural 
solidity,  both  as  a  longitudinal  and  transverse  girder,  and  it  would  be 
inadvisable  to  attempt  to  raise  the  vessel. 

INTERNAL  EXPLOSIONS. 

As  seen  above,  this  vessel  furnishes  examples  of  both  forms  of  usual 
explosions. 

TORPEDO  KXPLOSIONS. 

Thefragments  of  four  torpedoes,  originally  stowed  in  racks,  werefound 
forward.  The  tubes  remained  lodged  in  their  ports  unbroken,  the  loca- 
tion of  the  explosions  being  about  10  feet  abaft  them.  The  size  of  the 
torpedo  tube  is  15  inches.  The  torpedoes  were  stowed  close  to  the 
sides,  about  2J  feet  and  4J  feet  above  the  berth  deck. 

The  cause  of  the  explosion  of  'he  torpedoes  was  due  to  the  heat  of 
the  flames  in  the  vicinity. 
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Effects. — As  far  as  could  be  seen,  no  damage  whatever  was  done  to 
the  protective  deck  on  either  side.. 

The  berth  deck  was  wrecked  completely  in  the  immediate  vicinity, 
but  over  a  comparatively  small  area;  rather  singular,  a  bulkhead  below 
held  a  small  part  of  the  deck  up  in  place,  the  downward  thrust  crush- 
ing, straddling,  as  it  were,  this  bulkhead. 

The  effects  on  the  side  plating  on  the  gun  and  upper  decks  are  given 
below. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  explosion  of  gun  cotton  that,  though  every- 
thing in  the  immediate  vicinity  was  wrecked,  except  a  plate  on  end  (the 
bulkhead  below),  yet,  at  a  moderate  distance  the  armored  protective 
deck  gave  effectual  resistance,  and  beyond  the  gun  deck  the  effect  was 
more  or  less  that  of  a  lower  order  of  explosion. 

MAGAZINE  EXPLOSIONS. 

Conditions. — Explosions  occurred  in  both  the  main  magazines.  The 
quantity  of  explosive  and  the  exact  location  of  the  explosions  could  not 
be  determined. 

Effects. — In  both  cases  the  protective  deck  in  the  region  was  blown 
open  along  an  armor  seam  on  each  side,  the  plating  in  each  case  shear- 
ing the  deck  beams  along  the  seam.  The  opening  was  greatest  on  the 
starboard  side  forward,  where  the  armor  plates  were  raised  about  6  feet, 
making  a  wide  breach  through  which  the  pressure  relieved  itself.  The 
dislocation  of  the  deck  tore  away  the  fastenings  to  the  vertical  armor, 
transverse  and  side,  and  tore  away  the  heels  of  the  frames  above  the 
protective  deck,  opening  the  ship's  side  along  the  joint  of  the  protective 
deck. 

On  the  port  side,  forward,  the  upheaval  and  the  opening  of  the  deck 
were  small. 

After  passing  through  the  protective  deck  the  effect  of  gases  in  all 
cases  was  small,  as  the  pressure  was  practically  relieved,  owing  to  the 
covering  on  the  gun  and  the  spar  deck  having  been  burnt  away. 

Below  the  protective  deck  the  gases  on  the  starboard  side  cut  away 
bulkheads  as  far  aft  as  the  boiler  rooms,  and  seem  to  have  partially  cut 
bulkheads  still  farther  aft.  There  was  no  execution  on  the  sloping  pro- 
tective deck  forward,  the  transverse  armor  having  interposed  an  effect- 
ive limit,  but  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  below  this  deck  the 
cutting  away  of  bulkheads  propagated  itself  forward  as  well  as  aft. 

The  opening  on  the  port  side  disclosed  beneath  a  bulkhead  folded 
forward  as  by  a  rush  of  gas  from  aft. 

In  the  explosion  aft  the  protective  deck  was  raised  amidships,  shear- 
ing the  beams  on  both  sides  at  the  seam  of  armor  plates  well  out  toward 
the  sides.  The  middle  portion  was  raised  about  a  foot  along  a  distance 
extending  from  the  transverse  armor  to  the  glacis  over  engine,  the  after 
glacis  plate  being  dislocated. 

Beneath  the  deck  the  same  cutting  away  of  bulkheads  took  place  as 
was  found  forward.  This  extended  as  far  forward  as  could  be  seen,  to 
about  the  forward  bulkhead  of  the  engine  room. 

The  openings  in  the  deck  have  limited  areas,  and  could  give  but 
partial  relief  to  the  gases,  which,  it  would  seem,  advanced  forward  and 
aft,  carrying  down  bulkheads  as  they  went,  till,  on  the  port  side,  they 
reached  the  forward  magazine.  The  protective  deck,  by  its  strong 
resistance,  prevented  the  relief  of  pressure  upward,  and,  in  the  pro- 
gressive explosion,  the  gases  relieved  themselves  by  propagating  fore 
and  aft  below  the  deck,  breaking  down  the  less  resisting  bulkhead 
obstruction. 
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In  the  case  of  both  magazine  explosions  the  protective  deck  presents  a 
more  or  less  extended  wave  from  being  held  down  in  place  where  weight 
and  stiffness  existed,  as  under  conning  tower,  turrets,  upper  coal  bunk- 
ers, etc.,  and  being  raised  in  portions  without  upward  stiffening. 

CONDITION   OF   OEDNANOB  EQUIPMENT,   ETC. 

The  5.5-inch  main  battery  was  found  to  be  damaged  by  fire  and  water 
only  to  such  an  extent  as  could  be  remedied  by  a  little  cleaning.  The 
guns,  though  the  mechanism  was  rusty,  trained  and  elevated.  Five  of 
them  were  found  to  be  loaded,  and  of  these  the  charges  of  two  were 
drawn;  turned  the  breechblocks  partly  on  two  others  so  the  guns 
couldnot  be  fired,  andopeiied  the  breechblock  of  the  other,  the  extractor 
failing  to  work.  These  guns  can  be  removed  easily  in  their  present 
condition,  and  it  should  be  done  at  once;  in  the  meantime  they  should 
be  protected  from  the  weather  by  coating  the  bright  steel  with  some 
protecting  material,  and  unloading  sach  guns  as  are  yet  loaded. 

The  11-inch  guns  and  mounts  are  in  serviceable  condition,  but  should 
be  cleaned  and  cared  for. 

The  secondary  battery  is  so  badly  burned  and  parts  missing,  broken, 
or  so  shot  away  as  to  be  worthless,  excepting  possibly  the  6-pounder 
gun  barrels. 

The  ship  is  flooded  below  the  protective  deck,  but  where  the  11-inoh 
magazines  are  supposed  to  have  been  located  two  heavy  internal  explo- 
sions have  taken  place,  lifting  the  protective  deck  and  ripping  it  open 
for  a  large  area,  so  that,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the  11-inch  magazines 
have  blown  up. 

The  torpedoes  and  tubes,  fore  and  aft,  have  been  destroyed.  A  num- 
ber of  torpedoes  were  found  near  each  launching  tube,  but  none  with 
war  heads  on  them.  The  tubes  and  the  torpedoes  were  struck  in  a 
number  of  cases,  and  in  every  case,  excepting  the  two  stern  tubes,  were 
blown  clear  of  the  ship's  side.  The  bow  of  the  ship,  above  the  protec- 
tive deck,  is  completely  blown  up  and  out,  and  wrecked  generally, 
caused  probably  by  the  explosion  of  bow  torpedoes. 

Bach  launching  tube  had  grate  bars  lashed  with  heavy  chains  around 
the  tubes,  at  the  location  of  the  war  head;  in  our  opinion,  this  was 
intended  to  protect  the  war  head  from  small  projectiles. 

The  rapid-fire  magazines  could  not  be  located  because  the  ship  below 
the  protective  deck  was  flooded. 

CONDITION   OF  MACHINERY  AND   BOILERS. 

The  water  covers  the  engines  up  to  within  18  inches  of  the  tops  of 
the  cylinders.  So  far  as  can  be  determined,  the  boilers  and  engines 
are  intact,  or,  at  least,  not  irreparably  damaged. 

The  lagging  is  burnt  off.  There  may  be  damage  due  to  the  fire  hav- 
ing cracked  castings,  but  this  can  not  now  be  ascertained. 

Judging  from  appearance,  the  fire  was  underway  some  time  before 
the  water  rose  in  the  engine  compartment. 

The  same  remarks  concerning  the  boilers  and  piping  above  the  pro- 
tective deck  can  be  made  as  in  the  case  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa. 

EFFECT   OF   GUN  FIRE. 

The  following  was  the  effect  of  the  gun  fire  of  our  squadron  upon 
the  Vizcaya  as  noted  by  careful  inspection : 

Beginning  aft,  on  the  port  side,  ttiere  are — 

Two  holes  made  by  Gpounders  passing  through  the  sides  into  the 
gun  deck,  ranging  from  aft  forward. 
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One  6-ponTider  shell  made  a  clean  hole  through  the  ship's  side  into 
the  berth  deck,  just  abreast  the  after  turret. 

One  5-inch  entered  a  little  over  and  abaft  the  after  broadside  torpedo 
tube.  It  passed  on  to  the  berth  deck,  ranging  forward,  and  carried 
the  torpedo  tube  away  from  its  fastenings. 

One  4-inch  shell  entered  the  berth  duck  under  the  after  edge  of  the 
after  5.5-inch  (lA-centimeter)  gun  si)onson  and  ranged  through  to  the 
other  side. 

One  6-pounder  went  through  the  superstructure  just  forward  of  the 
Bpfter  5.5-inch  (14-centimeter)  gun. 

One  6-pounder  went  in  on  gun  deck  under  the  second  5.5-inch  (14 
centimeter)  gun  from  aft  and  did  not  explode. 

One  8-inch  shell  struck  on  the  gun  deck  just  abaft  the  after  smoke- 
stack, ranged  aft  and  across  the  deck. 

One  5-inch  shell  entered  the  berth  deck  abreast  the  after  smokestack, 
ranging  from  aft  across  the  deck. 

One  8-inch  shell  went  through  the  superstructure  sideways,  midway 
between  Nos.  2  and  3  5.6-inch  (14-centimeter)  guns.  It  ranged  across 
the  deck. 

One  6-pounder  entered  the  gun  deck  under  No.  2  5.5-inch  (14-centi- 
meter) gun. 

One  8-inch  shell  entered  on  gun  deck  between  Nos.  1  and  2  5.5-inch 
(14-centimeter)  guns,  and  ranged  forward  across  the  deck. 

One  4-inch  [shell]  entered  on  berth  deck,  just  under  the  sponson  for 
the  forward  5.5-inch  gun,  ranged  forward  and  across  the  deck. 

One  6-pounder  struck  a  slanting  blow  from  forward  aft  on  the  upper 
edge  of  the  armor  belt,  about  4  inches  from  the  top,  and  abreast  the 
after  smokestack.    It  penetrated  about  1  inch. 

Another  6-pounder  glanced  off  under  the  sponson  of  the  forward 
5.5-inch  gun. 

One  8-inch  shell  struck  the  superstructure  just  under  the  bridge, 
went  through  the  men's  head  and  then  burst,  scattering  fragments 
about  the  decks.  It  ranged  from  aft  forward.  Some  of  the  fragments 
struck  the  forward  barbette. 

One  5-inch  and  one  4-inch  [shell]  struck  under  the  billboard  of  the 
port  sheet  anchor,  passing  in  on  the  gun  deck;  one  ranged  forward,  and 
the  other  across  the  deck. 

One  6-pounder  passed  through  the  forward  smokestack,  one-third  up 
from  the  deck. 

One  5-inch  [shell]  passed  through  the  after  smokestack,  near  the  top. 
Both  shots  apparently  were  fired  from  the  quarter. 

The  derrick  boom  of  the  mainmast  is  cut  in  two,  about  9  feet  from  the 
goose  neck,  by  an  8-inch  shell. 

One  4-inch  or  5-inch  [shell]  passed  through  the  sponson  of  the  after 
5.5-inch  (14  centimeter)  gun,  just  under  the  gun. 

One  6-pounder  entered  the  superstructure,  from  directly  astern,  and 
ranged  forward. 

One  4-inch  and  one  5-inch  [shell]  penetrated  the  deck,  from  aft, 
directly  under  the  billboard. 

One  6-ponnder  entered  the  gun  deck,  forward  of  the  hawse  pipe,  rang- 
ing forward. 

The  forward  compartment  of  the  ship  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion 
of  the  torpedoes  stowed  there.  The  explosion  was  undoubtedly  due 
to  the  heat  of  the  fire  at  that  place. 

The  sides  are  blown  out,  the  supports  are  blown  away,  so  that  the 
capstan,  anchor  chains,  bitts,  etc.,  fell  down  to  the  deck  below.    The 
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beams  of  the  gun  deck  and  the  spar  deck  are  carried  away  on  the  star- 
board side,  and  the  spar-deck  plating  of  the  starboad  side  is  turned  up 
into  the  air.  The  racks  for  holding  the  bow  torpedoes  were  found  in 
the  forward  compartment,  and  parts  of  the  exploded  torpedoes  were 
also  found.  Numerous  photographs  of  this  compartment  were  taken, 
marked  with  the  part  of  the  ship  intended  to  be  represented  by  the 
photograph. 

There  is  also  appended  a  photograph  of  the  spar  deck,  showing  the 
plates  turned  up. 

Photographs  of  the  outside  of  the  ship  were  also  taken  at  different 
points,  showing  locations  of  the  different  shot  holes.  These  are  ap- 
pended, marked  with  the  name  and  part  of  the  ship  intended  to  be 
represented. 

It  is  evident  that  the  fire  of  the  guns'  crews  of  the  Vizcaya  was  very 
materially  lessened  and  almost  silenced  by  their  not  being  able  to  serve 
their  guns  under  the  severe  fire  poured  upon  them  by  our  ships. 

The  fact  that  no  woodwork  is  found  remaining  on  the  Vizcaya,  except 
that  which  is  still  smoldering  about  the  scroll  work  on  the  bow,  is 
evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  shell  fire  upon  a  ship  in  which  any  con- 
siderable amount  of  woodwork  is  employed. 

From  observation  the  Are  seems  to  have  started  well  aft  in  the  ship, 
whence  it  spread  very  rapidly  to  the  rest  of  the  ship. 

The  after  magazine  blew  up  about  12.30,  not  long  after  the  vessel 
was  beached.  The  explosion  destroyed  the  protective  deck,  and  in 
places  raised  it  considerably  oat  of  position.  The  broken  and  dis- 
torted beams,  and  the  position  of  the  protective  deck,  are  shown  by 
photograph  marked  "Port  side,  aft,"  showing  lifting  of  armor,  fire,  etc. 

The  evidence  of  the  effect  of  the  explosion  of  many  of  our  shells  is 
lacking,  although  it  is  probable  that  pieces  of  exploded  shells  may 
have  struck  parts  since  consumed  or  destroyed  by  fire.  There  is  evi- 
dence, however,  that  two  large  shells  (8-inch)  exploded.  The  effect  of 
these  explosions  must  have  been  very  disastrous  to  men  in  that  vicinity. 

One  6-pounder  and  one  5-inch  shell  went  through  the  ship  from  side 
to  side. 

As  a  precaution  in  case  the  torpedo  tubes  should  be  struck,  they  were 
all  fished  with  grate  bars  and  chains  in  the  wake  of  the  war  heads. 

The  number  of  shells  that  struck  the  ship  seemed  to  show,  by  their 
direction,  that  about  one-half  struck  as  she  was  leaving  the  harbor — 
the  shells  ranging  aft — and  the  other  half  as  she  was  attempting  to  run 
away. 

OONOLTJSION. 

The  Vizcaya  was  grounded  and  now  lies  almost  directly  in  the  fair- 
way of  the  channel  leading  to  Acerraderos,  about  15  miles  west  of  the 
Morro  of  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  board  considers  that  the  vessel  has  no  structural  strength,  either 
in  a  longitudinal  or  transverse  direction,  sufficient  to  warrant  the 
endeavor  to  wreck  her. 

The  girder  weakness  is  due  principally  to  the  cutting  away  of  the 
internal  structure,  although  the  shell  plating  is  more  or  less  intact. 

This  cutting  away  of  the  internal  structure  extends  to  practically  all 
the  transverse  connections  lying  between  the  forward  and  after  diag- 
onal armor.  The  bulkheads  and  deck  beams  throughout  this  entire 
space  have  been  practically  destroyed  by  internal  explosions. 
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The  fastenings  of  the  armor  deck  with  the  ship's  side  have  been  prac- 
tically torn  apart  and  no  longer  exist.  There  is  no  plating  on  the  upper 
deck  nor  deck  stringers  that  are  of  any  consequence. 

The  board  is  therefore  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  inadvisable  to  save 
the  Vizcaya. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  ship  should  be  secured  at  once  with 
anchors  and  cables,  so  as  not  to  be  moved  from  her  present  position 
until  she  has  been  stripped. 

The  board  beUeves  that  the  battery  of  the  Vizcwya  can  be  removed 
to  advantage. 

CRISTOBAL  COLON. 

The  board  found  the  Cristobal  Colon  lying  on  her  starboard  beam 
ends,  the  stern  being  about  150  feet  from  the  shore,  and  her  length 
lying  in  a  direction  nearly  perpendicular  to  the  line  with  the  beach. 

The  vessel  lies  several  hundred  yards  to  the  westward  of  Eio  Tar- 
quino. 

The  depth  of  water  at  the  stern  is  between  5  and  6  fathoms;  the  bow 
lies  in  a  depth  of  about  16  fathoms. 

The  deck  is  quite  vertical.  The  battery  on  the  port  side,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  forward  6-inch  guns,  is  clear  of  the  water.  The 
forward  and  second  6-inch  ports  are  submerged.  The  rest  of  the  gun 
ports  on  the  port  side  are  out  of  the  water. 

The  bottom  valves  are  supposed  to  be  open.  Many  of  the  water- 
tight doors  were  closed  by  the  crew  of  the  Oregon  before  the  vessel 
capsized.  The  bilge  keel  is  exposed,  and  also  the  port  propeller,  and 
the  propeller  shaft. 

An  8inch  hawser  holds  the  stern  to  the  shore. 

A  sketch  showing  the  general  position  of  the  ship  and  the  depths  of 
water  in  the  vicinity  is  appended,  marked  E.  The  soundings  on  this 
sketch  were  taken  when  there  was  considerable  surf,  which  probably 
is  to  be  found  at  all  times.  The  soundings  are  consequently  approxi- 
mate, and  are  within  3  or  4  feet  of  the  correct  depth. 

CONDITION   OF  HULI* 
CONDITION  OF  FLOTATION. 

The  vessel  lies  on  her  starboard  beam  ends,  perpendicular  to  the  beach, 
stern  inshore,  with  about  200  feet  of  her  length  from  the  stern  out  of 
water,  the  maximum  height  of  deck  angle  above  water  being  about  12^ 
feet,  this  occuring  at  about  30  feet  from  the  stern.  Apparently,  flooding 
extends  throughout. 

Soundings  indicate  a  firm  coral  sand  bottom,  shelving  offshore.  The 
position  and  soundings  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  sketch. 

The  vessel  lies  more  or  less  easily,  working  slightly  from  right  to  left, 
as  is  to  be  expected  from  the  short  length  of  bearing  surfjt^e. 

Examination  was  limited  to  the  above-water  portion.  Diving  was 
not  practicable  under  the  circumstances. 

STRUCTURAL  SOLIDITY. 

There  is  no  deformation  visible  in  deck  or  outside  plating,  except 
some  dents  where  rocks  had  touched  the  bottom,  and  there  is  no  indi- 
cation of  the  vessel  having  sustained  any  structural  injury.    Tttie  side 
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armor  gives  good  guarantee  against  local  injury  to  the  surface  bearing 
on  the  bottom ;  and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that,  with  the  integrity  of 
the  skin  plating  and  of  the  decks  and  transverse  bulkheads,  the  vessel 
can  sustain  herself  in  the  present  position  even  in  a  heavy  surf  without 
serious  injury.  The  conditions,  however,  would  change  rapidly  for  the 
worse  with  a  change  of  direction  of  heading  or  with  movement  offshore. 

CONDITION   OF   OEDNANOB  EQUIPMENT,  ETO. 

The  magazines  of  the  Gristohal  Colon  and  the  ordnance  equipment  of 
the  ship  we  found  to  be  as  follows : 

The  magazines  are  submerged  and  are  supposed  to  be  intact.  The 
battery,  apparently,  is  intact,  with  the  exception  of  the  breechblocks, 
which  are  gone  in  most  of  the  guns;  some  few  remain. 

The  guns  can  not  be  removed  in  the  present  condition  of  the  ship. 

CONDITION   OF  MACHINEET  AND   BOILERS. 

It  was  impossible  to  inspect  any  parts  of  the  engines  and  boilers,  the 
vessel  lying  on  her  side  and  three-quarters  submerged. 

As  soon  as  raised  the  machinery  caa  probably  be  saved. 

There  is  no  record  or  evidence  of  any  boilers  having  exploded. 

It  is  thought  that  the  vessel  was  sunk  after  surrender  by  opening 
sea  valves  and  breaking  casings. 

After  having  been  in  the  water  some  time  the  working  parts  will  all 
be  in  bad  condition,  and  will  require  the  usual  overhauling  that  any 
machinery  would  need  after  having  been  submerged. 

EFFECT   OF   GUN   FIRE. 

The  following  hits  were  found  on  the  port  side  of  the  huU  and  super- 
structure of  the  Cristobal  Colon : 

About  12  feet  from  the  stern,  and  4  feet  above  the  water  line,  one 
5-inch  or  6-inch  projectile  pierced  the  plating  at  an  angle  of  about  45° 
from  the  stern.  This  projectile  came  out  through  an  air  port  on  the 
starboard  side,  as  observed  before  the  vessel  sank. 

One  6-pounder  struck  iiat  below  and  somewhat  forward  of  the  above- 
mentioned  shot,  and  above  the  armor  belt. 

One  6-pounder  penetrated  the  plating  above  the  armor  belt,  some- 
what forward  of  the  shot  above-mentioned. 

A  5  inch  armor-piercing  projectile  struck  the  armor  at  the  junction  of 
number  three  6inch  sponson,  at  an  angle  of  about  45^  from  aft.  It 
penetrated  nearly  through  and  the  projectile  rebounded. 

One  6-pounder  shell  struck  in  armor  below  number  four  6-inch  gun 
sponson;  impact  normal,  penetration  2  or  3  inches. 

One  5-inch  shell  through  the  superstructure  plating,  above  number 
four  6-inch  sponson. 

It  is  reported  that  a  projectile  entered  the  after  superstructure  on 
the  port  side.    Dimensions  not  known. 

There  is  no  evidence  of  any  internal  explosion. 

Taking  full  account  of  the  conditions  of  flotation,  and  of  the  prob- 
able conditions  of  structural  solidity,  it  is  considered  advisable  that 
eft'ort  should  be  m^de  to  raise  and  save  the  vessel. 
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TOBPEDO-BOAT  DESTROYERS  PLUTON  AND  FUROR. 

The  board  visited  the  locality  oi  the  wrecked  torpedo-boat  destroyers 
Pluton  and  Furor  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  July,  1898,  and  reports 
as  follows: 

Pluton. — The  board  finds  that  the  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Pluton,  after 
having  been  seriously  damaged  by  the  fire  of  our  squadron,  was  wrecked 
upon  the  rocks  about  3  miles  west  of  the  Morro,  and  that  the  wreck 
is  now  entirely  submerged.  The  wreck  lies  slightly  to  the  westward  of 
Cabanas  Cove.  The  only  part  remaining  visible  are  some  davits,  which 
are  awash  in  the  surf. 

The  Pluton  was  on  the  rocks  on  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  instant,  and, 
on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  when  the  board  passed  her  position,  she  was 
entirely  submerged,  the  only  thing  visible  about  her  being  the  davits 
awash  in  the  surf,  as  above  mentioned. 

It  is,  therefore,  impracticable  to  wreck  the  Pluton. 

Furor. — The  Furor  was  sunk  in  deep  water  by  the  gun  fire  of  our 
squadron.  It  is  reported  by  the  officers  of  the  Gloucester  that  her 
structure,  at  the  time  she  sank,  was  in  fair  condition. 

The  considerable  depth  of  water,  which  is  not  accurately  known, 
probably  precludes  the  possibility  of  wrecking  her. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  board  recommends  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Ghristobal  Colon 
should  be  secured  by  cables  and  anchors,  so  that  she  can  not  be  moved 
from  her  present  position. 

The  board  recommends  that  the  wrecking  companies  be  directed  to 
arrive  at  the  earliest  moment,  with  all  the  facilities  possible,  to  wreck 
the  Ghristobal  Colon,  and  is  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  weather  continues 
favorable  the  probabilities  are  good  for  saving  the  vessel. 

GENERAL   CONCLUSIONS. 

The  ships  Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  Almirante  Oquendo,  and  Vizcaya 
were  destroyed  by  conflagration,  caused  by  explosions  of  shell  in  the 
interior  and  setting  fire  to  the  woodwork.  The  upper  decks  and  all 
other  woodwork  are  entirely  consumed,  except  at  the  extremities. 

Many  of  the  guns  on  board  the  burned  ships  were  found  loaded  at 
the  time  of  the  board's  visit,  indicating  the  haste  with  which  the  crews 
were  driven  from  their  guns. 

The  conclusions  drawn  by  the  board  from  its  examination  of  the 
captured  Spanish  ships  are — 

That  the  use  of  wood  in  the  construction  and  equipment  of  war  ships 
should  be  reduced  to  the  utmost  minimum  possible. 

That  loaded  torpedoes  above  the  water  line  are  a  serious  menace  to 
the  vessel  carrying  them,  and  that  they  should  not  be  so  carried  by 
vessels  other  than  torpedo  boats. 

That  til  e  value  of  rapid-fire  batteries  can  not  be  too  highly  estimated. 

That  all  water  and  steam  piping  should  be  led  beneath  the  protective 
deck,  or  below  the  water  line,  and  fitted  with  risers  at  such  points  as 
may  be  considered  necessary. 

Note. — The  plates  and  films  from  which  the  photographs  appended  to  this  report 
were  made  are  in  the  posssssion  of  Capt.  L.  W.  T.  Waller,  of  the  Indiana,  and  it  is 
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suggested  that  if  the  Department  intends  to  print  this  report  these  plates  be  secured 
and  intensified  by  the  process  employed  by  professional  photographers,  so  tHat  new 
photographs,  which  will  show  the  shot  holes  much  more  clearly  and  the  damage  to 
the  ships,  can  be  made.  ^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfally, 

Eatmond  p.  EoDasBS, 

Lieutenant- Commander,  U.  S.  JV.,  Senior  Member. 

N.  E.  Mason, 
Lieutenant- OommoMder,  U.  S.  ^. 

E.  F.  Nicholson, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N. 

Q.  W.  MoBlEoy, 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer,  U.  8.  N. 

P.  M.  Bennett, 
Passed  Assistant  Engineer,  V.  8.  If. 

F.  J.  Habsbleb, 

Lieutenant,  JJ.  8.  JV. 

Edward  B.  Oapbhaet, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  -ST. 

E.  P.   HOBSON, 

Assistant  Naval  Constructor,  U.  8.  N. 

The  OoMMANDEE  IN  Ohibf,  U.  8.  Natal  Foeob, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  JJ.  8.  Flagship  New  TorTc. 

U.  8.  FLAasHip  New  Toek,  1st  Bate, 

Ouantwnamo  Ba/y,  Cuba,  July  27, 1898. 

Approved,  and  respectfully  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 
This  is  the  final  report  upon  the  condition  of  these  vessels,  and 
supersedes  that  already  sent  to  the  Department. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Admiral,  XT.  8.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Station. 


[Beport  of  a  board  appointed  by  BeaT-Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  IT.  S.  K.,  commander  in  oblef  United 
States  naval  force  on  North  Atlantic  Station,  "  to  plot  the  positions  of  the  ships  of  Admiral  Cer- 
vera's  squadron  and  those  of  the  United  States  fleet  in  the  battle  of  Jnly  3,  1898,  off  Santiago  de 
Gaba,"  a  ebart  showing  positions  to  accompany.} 

U.  8.  Flagship  New  Toek,  1st  Eate, 
Navy- lard.  New  Yorlc,  N.  Y,,  September  2, 1898. 
SiBS :  Yon  are  hereby  appointed  a  board  to  plot  the  positions  of  the 
ships  of  Admiral  Oervera's  squadron  and  those  of  the  United  States 
fleet  in  the  battle  of  July  3, 1898,  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Tou  are  empowered  to  call  forsuoh  data  from  any  ship  concerned  as 
may  be  necessary,  forwarding  a  copy  of  this  letter  as  authority. 

It  wUl  be  your  duty  to  reconcile,  as  far  as  possible,  all  discrepancies 
in  the  data  so  obtained. 
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CHART 
SHOWING  POSTIONS  OF  THE  SHIPS  OT 

ADMIRAL  CERVERAS  SQUADRON 

APTO  THOSE  OF  THE 

UNITED  STATES  FLEET 

IN  THE  BATTLE  OF  JULY 3^3^898,  OFF  SANTIAGO  DF  CUBA 
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The  board,  in  submitting  the  chart  with  the  plotted  positions,  will 
report  fully  their  reasons  for  locating  the  positions  as  they  have. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8,  If,, 
Commander  in  Ohief  U.  8.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantic  Squadron. 
Lieut.  S.  P.  OOMLET,  TJ.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  Lewis  0.  Heilnee,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  Wm.  H.  SOHtTETZE,  U.  S.  lir. 
Lieut.  Albon  0.  Hodgson,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  W.  H.  Allen,  TJ.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  E.  B.  Capehaet,  U.  S.  N. 
Lieut.  Harry  P.  Htjse,  U.  S.  N. 


U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 
Navy-Yard,  New  Torlc,  N.  T.,  October  8, 1898. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  September  2, 1898,  appointing  us 
a  board  to  plot  the  positions  of  the  ships  of  Admiral  Gervera's  squad- 
ron and  those  of  the  CTnited  States  fleet  in  the  battle  of  July  3, 1898, 
off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  we  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report, 
accompanied  by  a  chart  showing  the  positions  of  the  ships  at  seven 
different  times. 

These  times,  as  taken  by  the  United  States  ships  engaged,  with  the 
incidents  noted,  are  as  follows : 

No.  1.  9.35  a.  m.  Maria  Teresa  came  out  of  the  harbor. 

No.  2.  9.50  a.  m.  Pluton  came  out. 

No.  3.  10.16  a.  m.  Maria  Teresa  turned  to  run  ashore. 

No.  4.  10.20  a.  m.  Oquendo  turned  to  run  ashore. 

No.  5.  10.30  a.  m.  Furor  blew  up  and  Pluton  turned  to  run  ashore. 

No.  6.  11.05  a.  m.  Viscaya  turned  to  run  ashore. 

No.  7.  1.15  p.  m.  Colon  surrendered. 

The  chart  selected  by  the  board  for  plotting  is  Hydrographic  Office 
Chart  No.  716, 1885,  West  Indies,  eastern  part  of  Bahama  Islands,  with 
part  of  Cuba  and  north  coast  of  San  Domingo.  This  selection  was  made 
after  a  careful  comparison  with  all  other  charts  at  hand,  as  the  posi- 
tions of  the  principal  headlands  and  inlets  and  the  distances  between 
them  on  it  agree  more  nearly  with  the  observation  of  members  of  the 
board  than  those  given  by  any  other. 

The  positions  of  the  United  States  ships  were  established  by  known 
bearings  and  distances  from  the  Morro  at  No.  1,  with  the  exception  of 
the  New  Torlc,  whose  position  is  plotted  by  the  revolutions  of  her  engines 
during  a  run  of  forty-live  minutes  east  from  her  position,  SB.  J  S.  of 
the  Morro,  6,000  yards. 

Position  at  2  is  plotted  by  all  ships  according  to  their  relative  bear- 
ings from  each  other,  the  operations  of  their  engines  from  9.35  to  9.60, 
the  evidence  of  the  officers  on  board  them,  and  the  ranges  used  in  firing 
at  the  Spanish  ships. 

Position  No.  3  is  plotted  from  observations  of  the  officers  of  the 
United  States  ships,  with  regard  to  their  nearness  to  each  other,  and 
relative  bearings  of  themselves  fru^  the  Teresa,  with  ranges  in  use  at 
the  time,  the  performance  of  the  engines,  and  general  heading  of  the 
ships. 

Position  No.  4  same  as  No.  3,  substituting  Oquendo  for  Teresa. 

Positions  No.  5,  G,  and  7  are  plotted  on  the  same  general  plan. 
6898 38 
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Before  plotting  these  positions  the  board  took  each  ship  separately 
and  discussed  her  data  for  the  position  under  consideration,  this  data 
being  obtained  from  the  report  of  the  commanding  ofQcers,  notes  taken 
during  the  action,  and  the  evidence  of  the  members  of  the  board. 

In  reconciling  difi'erences  of  opinion  in  regard  to  distances,  bearings, 
ranges,  etc.,  full  liberty  was  given  to  the  representative  of  the  ship 
under  discussion  to  bring  in  any  argument  or  data  he  considered  neces- 
sary, and  the  board  submits  this  report  with  a  feeling  that,  under  the 
circumstances,  it  is  as  nearly  correct  as  is  possible  so  long  after  the 
engagement. 

Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Wainwright, 
Lieutenant- Commander^  U.  S.  N.,  Senior  Member, 

S.   P.   OOMLET, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 
L.  O.  Hbilnbb, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  2f. 

W.  H.   SOHUBTZE, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  IT, 
A.  C.  Hodgson, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N. 
W.  H.  Allen, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N. 
Edward  E.  Oapehart, 

Lieutenant,  Z7.  8.  N'. 
The  Commander  in  Chief. 

NoTK. — Lieut.  H.  P.  Huse,  U.  S.  N.,  whose  name  appears  in  the  order  of  the  com- 
mander in  chief  as  a  member  of  the  board,  attended  but  one  meeting,  that  of  Sep- 
tember 8,  the  first  one,  and  therefore,  as  he  has  not  been  present  at  any  of  the 
meetings  where  different  ships  have  been  under  discussion  and  important  qnestious 
hare  been  decided,  his  name  does  not  appear  in  the  sigued  report  of  the  board. 

Edw,\  rd  E.  Capehart, 

Lieiilciiant,  U.  S.  N.,  liecorder. 


134187. 

GtiAN'J'ANAMO,  August  23,  1898. 
Secretary  oe  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Wrecking  company  employing  additional  force  clearing  out  all  store- 
rooms, lockers,  forward  compartments  Maria  Teresa  to  find  leak, 
cutting  through  protective  deck  under  chain  locker  to  admit  diver  and 
suction  pipe.  Admit  previous  mistakes.  Mayflower  sails  7  to  night 
Charleston. 

Watson. 


No.  2.]  U.  S.  Flagship  Few  York,  1st  Rate, 

Navy-  Yard,  New  YorTc,  N.  T.,  September  30,  1898. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  Bureau's  letter  No.  141670,  of  September  28,  I 
have  to  state  that  I  believe  the  only  vessels  formerly  belonging  to  Spain, 
and  now  in  possession  of  the  United  States  as  a  result  of  the  ojierations 
of  the  North  Atlantic  Fleet,  are  the  gunboats  Alvarado,  which  was 
surrendered  at  Santiago  Harbor  at  the  time  of  the  capitulation  of  that 
place,  and  Sandoval,  which  was  sunk  in  Guantanamo  Bay  after  the 
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surrender  of  that  district  and  was  subsequently  raised.  This,  of  course, 
excludes  the  vessels  of  Oervera's  fleet,  the  Beina  Mercedes  and  the  Jorge 
Juan,  of  the  present  status  of  which  1  have  no  official  knowledge. 

If  the  Bureau  desires,  in  addition,  the  names  of  merchant  vessels  of 
Spanish  register  captured  by  the  fleet,  I  will  prepare  as  complete  a 
list  of  them  as  can  be  obtained  from  data  in  the  flies  of  this  office. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  W.  Philip, 
Commodore,  U.  8.  If.,  Commanding  Second  Squadron, 

North  Atlantic  Meet. 
The  Sbceetaky  of  the  Navy, 

Ifavy  Department,  Washington,  D,  0. 


138470. 

[Report  of  wrecMng  operations  on  Maria  Teresa.} 

U.   S.   S.   POTOMAO, 

Caimanera,  Cuba,  August  23, 1898. 

SiE :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  work 
done  on  the  wreck  of  the  Maria  Teresa  since  the  last  inspection  made 
by  Lieutenant-Commander  Pillsbury,  on  August  15, 1898. 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  relieved  Lieutenant-Commander  Pills- 
bury  as  the  representative  of  the  Navy  Department  on  August  16, 
receiving  from  him  a  copy  of  the  contract,  the  name  scroll,  and  an  order 
relating  to  the  same. 

On  Friday,  August  19,  the  Potomac  being  engaged  in  raising  the  San- 
dotal,  I  started  for  the  wreck  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  the  regular  inspection,  but  the  boiler  of  the  Alvarado 
began  to  leak,  and  it  became  necessary  to  return  to  Guantanamo  Bay. 

On  Monday,  August  22,  in  obedience  to  your  further  orders,  I  took 
passage  on  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Mist,  and  visited  the  above  named  wreck,  as 
directed.  The  following  is  a  general  description  of  the  work  done  dur- 
ing the  past  week  and  the  work  now  in  progress : 

As  explained  in  the  last  report,  the  water  has  risen  in  the  wreck,  hav- 
ing entered  through  the  leaks  forward  and  worked  aft  through  a  large 
number  of  openings,  many  of  which  are  still  unknown  to  the  wreckers. 
This  influx  occurred  over  two  weeks  ago,  when  an  attempt  was  made 
to  pull  the  ship  off,  and  which  caused  the  original  plans  for  salving  the 
shiiJ  to  be  changed.  At  present  the  water  inside  is  only  slightly  below 
the  level  of  the  water  outside  the  ship.  I  am  informed  by  Captain 
Sharp,  however,  that  the  ship  can  easily  be  freed  of  this  water  at  any 
time,  but  that  it  is  considered  safer  to  keep  this  water  in  her  until  the 
big  leaks  forward  are  definitely  located  and  gotten  under  control.  He 
fears  that,  should  he  pump  the  ship  out  again  before  he  is  ready  to  make 
another  attempt  to  haul  off,  the  ship  may  be  permanently  injured  by 
being  raised  and  dropped  by  the  swell  on  the  rocks  under  the  bow. 

There  are  four  large  pumps  ready  for  work,  but  only  one  in  use, 
this  one  being  used  forward  to  keep  the  water  down  in  the  forward 
compartments,  where  nearly  all  the  work  is  now  being  done.  These 
pumps  are  being  worked  from  the  two  donkey  boilers  of  the  wreck  and 
the  four  portable  donkey  boilers  put  on  board  by  the  wreckers. 
There  is  no  steam  on  the  ship's  boilers  at  present,  the  fire  rooms  being 
full  of  water.  I  am  informed  by  Captain  Sharp  that  the  fire  rooms 
could  be  pumped  out  and  the  main  boilers  used  again  if  it  was  consid- 
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ered  necessary,  bat  that  the  donkey  boilers  gave  all  the  steam  neces- 
sary, and,  being  above  water,  are  much  more  convenient  and  cooler. 
He  also  informed  me  that  they  had  not  used  the  pumps  for  three  days, 
and  that  during  that  time  the  water  had  gained  only  2  feet,  or  about 
8  inches  a  day. 

Since  the  unsuccessful  attempt  to  float  the  wreck  was  made,  the 
whole  plan  of  work  has  been  changed.  The  original  method  of  what 
Captain  Sharp  calls  "quick  dispatch,"  which  consisted  in  closing  all 
accessible  holes,  putting  in.enough  pumps  to  control  the  leak,  hauling 
off,  and  towing  to  the  nearest  port  for  docking  and  repairs,  has  been 
abandoned  and  efforts  are  now  being  made  to  find  and  stop  the  leaks 
before  another  effort  to  haul  off  is  made. 

The  heavy  back  wash  from  the  beach  has  not  only  piled  up  the  sand 
around  the  bows,  thus  concealing  the  holes,  but  the  undertow  makes 
it  impossible  for  the  divers  to  work  effectively  from  the  outside. 
Blankets,  canvas,  etc.,  have  been  pushed  down  near  the  supposed  loca- 
tion of  the  holes,  but  have  either  been  carried  away  by  the  swell  or 
sucked  completely  inside  the  ship.  At  any  rate  they  have  not  checked 
the  leaks. 

The  method  now  being  followed  is  to  locate  and  stop  the  leak  irom 
the  inside.  The  approximate  position  being  known,  heavy  pumps  will 
be  concentrated  on  that  (or  those)  compartments,  and  the  divers  will 
attempt  to  locate  and  stop  the  holes.  Meanwhile  the  ship  will  be  kept 
full  of  water,  to  avoid  all  motion  from  the  swell.  This  is  the  present 
plan  of  operations,  as  explained  to  me  by  Captain  Sharp. 

The  main  leak  is  supposed  to  be  in  the  third  (and  possibly  the  fourth) 
water-tight  compartment,  counting  from  the  bow  aft.  This  compart- 
ment is  under  the  chain  lockers,  which  rest  on  the  protective  deck, 
and  is  full  of  small  storerooms,  lockers,  etc.,  too  intricate  and  dan- 
gerous for  a  diver  to  work  in  or  for  the  heavy  flexible  suction  pipes  of 
the  wrecking  pumps  to  follow  from  deck  to  deck.  To  overcome  these 
difficulties,  a  number  (said  to  be  thirty)  of  native  Cubans  have  been 
employed  and  are  engaged  in  clearing  out  the  storerooms,  and  throw- 
ing overboard  the  foul  and  most  unhealthy  decayed  and  rotting  stores. 
Only  the  canvas,  hammocks,  bedding,  etc.,  are  being  kept,  to  be  used 
in  stopping  the  leaks  when  found. 

A  hatchway  about  3  feet  square  is  being  cut  through  the  pro- 
tective deck,  to  admit  the  diver,  pumps,  etc.  The  point  selected  is  in 
the  chain  lockers,  on  the  crown  of  the  deck,  where  it  is  thinnest. 
As  the  metal  is  about  2  inches  thick  and  only  two  drills  are  at  work, 
it  will  be  several  days  more  before  this  work  is  completed. 

In  the  meantime  very  little  work  is  or  can  be  done  by  the  wreckers, 
except  that  of  cleaning  out  the  storerooms.  No  attempt  has  been 
made  to  lighten  the  ship  since  the  anchors  and  chains  were  removed, 
as  previously  reported. 

In  my  opinion,  the  facilities  for  stripping  the  various  wrecks  of  guns, 
anchors,  torpedoes,  and  ammunition  are  entirely  inadequate,  though 
Captain  Sharp  assures  me  that  he  can  remove  all  except  the  turret 
guns  with  his  derrick  boom.  The  wrecking  tug  Merrit  is  the  only  ves- 
sel at  the  wreck,  and  as  far  as  I  know  there  are  no  pontoons  or  steam 
derricks  available  for  the  work. 

In  this  connection,  I  would  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  large 
number  of  Schwartzkopf  torpedoes  still  on  board  the  three  wrecks,  aod 
suggest  that  they  be  removed  as  soon  as  possible.  Some  of  these 
torpedoes  have  been  injured  by  fire  and  some  seem  to  be  in  excellent 
condition.    It  is  believed  that  out  of  the  total  number  (about  18  on 
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the  Maria  Teresa  alone)  probably  10  or  15  perfect  torpedoes  could  be 
coustructed. 

There  is  also  an  unknown  amount  of  ammunition  and  torpedo  war 
heads  on  board  the  diflerent  wrecks,  which  is  not  only  in  the  way  of 
the  wreckers,  but  is  a  source  of  danger  to  them,  and  to  the  large 
number  of  officers  who  visit  the  wrecks.  I  would  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  torpedoes  and  war  heads  be  recovered  and  sent  home, 
and  that  the  ammunition  be  removed  and  stored  or  destroyed.  I  would 
alsc>  suggest  the  desirability  of  removing  all  the  secondary  battery  as 
soon  as  possible,  as  the  guns  and  mounts  are  rapidly  being  ruined. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Geo.  p.  Blow, 
Lieutenant,  TJ.  8.  N., 
Commanding,  and  representing  Navy  Department. 
Commodore  J.  0.  Watson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  Eastern  Division. 

[Indorsement.] 

U.  S.  S.  MONTGOMEEY,  August  38,  1898. 

Approved,  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

The  fourteen  torpedoes  and  war  heads  have  all  been  removed  from 
the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and  two  torpedoes  from  the  Almirante 
Oquendo,  and  unsafe  ammunition  I  had  condemned  and  ordered  thrown 
overboard. 

J.  O.  Watson, 
Commodore,  TJ.  8.  If., 
Commander  in  Chief  Eastern  8quadron,  and  Commanding 
TJ.  8.  Naval  Forces  in  Eastern  Cuba  and  Porto  Bican  Waters. 


134678. 

August  26,  1898. 
Seoketart  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Answered  cablegram  20th,  Tuesday.  Blow  cabled  report  to-day. 
Ensign  Bruquetas  sailed  Spain  August  14th,  Isle  de  Luzon.  Where  send 
Mayflower's  mail?  Proceeding  in  Montgomery  to-night  to  stop  work  on 
Colon  and  concentrate  on  Teresa.  On  return  Montgomery  will  saU 
Guanicas. 

Watson. 


135330. 

August  28, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Eeturned  last  night  in  Montgomery  from  personal  inspection  wreck- 
ing operations.  Operations  and  recommendations  confirmed.  Colon 
hopeless.  Sea  exceptionally  smooth  Friday  and  Saturday.  Divers 
removing  safe.  Ordered  Colon  abandoned  and  party  concentrate  on 
Teresa.  When  safe  recovered  estimate  four  days;  utmost  limit  allowed 
six.  Already  recovered  7  secondary  guns,  6  mounts,  1  search  light; 
expect  recover  during  four  days  allowed  1  gun,  2  mounts,  steam  launch. 
Work  on  Teresa  more  satisfactory.    Eemoving  ammunition  and  stores 
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lighten  ship.  Montgomery  recovered  16  torpedoes  and  21  heads  from 
Teresa^  Oquendo,  and  will  bring  same  North.  Expect  recover  others 
from  Oquendo  and  Vizcaya  with  help  divers.  Wrecking  vessels  Chap- 
man and  Sharp,  with  two  pontoons,  arrived;  will  greatly  assist  work. 
Will  see  work  sharply  supervised.  Cablegram  giving  full  authority 
received  last  night.    Montgomery  sails  Gruantanamo  to  day. 

Watson. 


138462. 

No.  157.]  Flagship  Newark, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  September  1, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  copies  of  orders  issued  by 
me  relative  to  the  wrecking  of  the  Spanish  ships. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  C.  Watson, 
Commodore,  TJ.  S.  N.,  Commander  in   Chief  Eastern  Squadron,  and 
Commanding  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces  in  Eastern  Cuban  and  Porto  Bican 
Waters. 
Seceetaet  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


U.  S.  Flagship  Newark;, 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  Monday,  August  30, 1898. 

In  pursuance  with  telegraphic  orders  just  received  from  the  Navy 
Department  I  have  assumed  full  charge  of  all  the  wrecking  operatious 
now  being  conducted  for  the  United  States  Government  along  the  south 
coast  of  Cuba. 

In  order  to  insure  the  interests  of  both  the  Navy  Department  and  of 
the  wrecking  companies  which  are  now,  or  may  in  the  future  be, 
employed  in  this  work,  the  following  regulations  are  adopted : 

An  accurate  daily  log  or  journal  (of  each  day's  work)  will  be  kept 
by  each  chief  wreck-master,  or  in  his  absence  by  his  senior  assistant. 
This  log  or  journal  will  contain  the  times  of  beginning  and  stopping 
work,  number  of  men  employed,  kind  of  work  done,  reasons  for  stop- 
ping work,  and  a  complete  and  accurate  list  of  all  stores  or  other  arti- 
cles recovered. 

In  addition  to  the  above  a  brief  weekly  report  will  be  forwarded, 
giving  a  general  r6sum6  of  the  work  done  during  the  week,  and  inclos- 
ing a  copy  of  the  log  or  journal. 

All  articles  which  may  be  removed  from  the  wrecks  by  my  orders 
or  the  orders  of  the  "representative  of  the  Navy  Department,"  will 
be  receipted  for  by  the  officer  removing  same,  and  a  record  of  such 
removal  will  be  entered  in  the  wreck- master's  journal. 

All  articles  removed  from  the  wrecks  by  the  wreckers  for  safe- 
keeping, lightening  the  vessel,  or  any  other  purposes,  will  be  carefully 
recorded  in  the  wreck-master's  journal,  and  a  copy  of  same,  with  cause 
of  removal,  etc.,  forwarded  with  the  next  weekly  report. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  these  regulations  each 
wreck-master  will  please  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  his  log  or  journal 
from  the  date  of  his  arrival  at  the  wrecks  up  to  and  including  Satur- 
day, August  27. 

AH  papers,  flags,  instruments,  small  arms,  etc.,  recovered  from  the 
wrecks  wiU  be  turned  over  to  the  "representative  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
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ment"  as  soon  as  possible,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  in  transmitting  same  to 
the  Navy  Department  in  Washington. 

Lieut.  George  P.  Blow,  TJ.  S.  N.,  commanding  the  U.  S.  S.  Potomac, 
has  been  selected  as  "representative  of  the  Navy  Department,"  and 
wiU  be  given  such  information  and  assistance  as  he  may  require. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  0.  Watson,  L.  I.  T., 
Commodore,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  in  Chief  Eastern  Division, 
Commanding  U.  8.  Naval  Forces  east  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Bican  waters. 


135939. 

AuausT  31,  1898—10.42  a.  m. 
Assistant  Sborbtaby  Natt,  Washington: 

Found  Colon  abandoned.  Have  ordered  work  resumed.  We  should 
not  think  of  giving  up.  Push  forward  air  bags ;  order  additional  bags 
from  Boston  company.  Am  pushing  work  on  Teresa.  Tell  Merritt  to 
send  following:  Steam-hoist  air  compressor,  large  capacity ;  200  pounds 
dynamite  cartridges  and  four  boxes  exploders;  pneumatic  drills  and 
chisel  (tools,  steel) ;  twenty  good  men  and  a  cook ;  ninety  days'  provi- 
sions.   Try  to  get  deck  plans  of  Colon  from  abroad. 

HOBSON. 

Santiago,  via  Haiti,  August  31, 1898. 
Sborbtaet  of  thb  Navy,  Washington: 

Please  give  me  entire  charge  of  wrecks.  I  have  the  matter  well  in 
hand.  Watson  orders  work  stopped  on  Colon.  It  is  wrong  to  give  the 
ship  up.    We  will  save  her  in  spite  of  all  if  you  will  let  us  go  ahead. 

Hobson. 


Navy  Dbpartment,  Btjrbau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  August  31, 1898. 
Naval  Constructor  Hobson, 

Santiago,  Cuba: 
Eeport  to  Commodore  Watson  for  instructions  relative  wrecking  Colon. 

Allbn,  Acting  Secretary. 


Navy  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  August  31,  1898. 
Watson,  Caimanera,  Cuba: 

Hobson  wires  requesting  entire  charge  wrecking.    Inform  him  he 
will  operate  under  you.    Give  him  all  leeway  you  deem  proper. 

Allbn,  Acting  Secretary. 


136678. 

Caimanera,  September  2 — 6.80  p.  m. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Spanish  gunboat  Sandoval  successfully  raised  last  evening  by  Mar- 
blehead;  sailing  of  latter  delayed  thereby.  Lieutenant  Anderson,  of 
Marblehead,  given  command  Sandoval.  Glacier,  with  coal  schooner  Poole, 
sailed  JVIole,  Haiti,  to  supply  monitors,  then  return  his  arrival  from 
Port  Antonio.    Ensign  McDougall  sails  in  Marblehead  to-night. 

Watson. 
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Oaimaneba,  September  9,  1898 — l.Oi  p.  m. 
Seoebtaey  of  the  Navy,   Washington: 

Goodrich  returned.  Progress  on  Teresa  unsatisfactory.  Wreck- 
Master  Sharp  obstructive.  His  immediate  recall  *  *  *  urgently 
requested.  Chittenden  entirely  satisfactory  as  company's  representa- 
tive. He  is  removing  6 -inch  guns.  Floating  derrick,  40  tons'  lift, 
25-foot  reach  outside  of  rail,  needed  to  save  six  11-inch  guns.  Please 
send  in  Niagara  20  casks  of  100  tons'  lifting  capacity;  kerosene  oil 
barrels  will  serve.    Also  compressed-air  drill,  with  100  foot  hose. 

Watson. 


Oaimaneba,  September  16, 1898. 
Seoketaey  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Glacier  returned.  Goodrich  reports  work  on  Theresa  shows  encour- 
aging progress.  Under  Hobson's  new  methods  ten  6-inch  guns  removed 
and  in  Leonidas.  Fair  prospect  floating  Theresa  Monday  or  Tuesday. 
Received  orders  California  and  disbanding  Eastern  Squadron;  will 
remain  until  Tuesday,  hoping  see  Theresa  safely  moored  here. 

Watson. 


Port  Antonio,  Jamaica, 
September  20, 1898 — 5.55  p.  m. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Attempt  float  Teresa  postponed.  Ultimate  success  beyond  question. 
Watson  hauled  down  broad  pennant  and  sailed  for  Boston  to-day. 
Newark  returns  Guautanamo. 

Goodrich. 


Playa  del  Este, 
September  22, 1898—11.03  a.  m. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Newark  visited  Infanta  yesterday.  Continued  progress.  Working 
parties  reduced  twenty-odd  men  through  various  causes.  Company 
should  send  thirty  immediately.    Has  Niagara  sailed? 

Goodrich. 


Plata  del  Este, 
September  25,  1898 — 9.35  a.  m. 
Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington: 

Infanta  Maria  Teresa  safe  Guantanamo  last  night;  Potomac  aided 
towing.  Newark,  Scorpion,  Vulcan,  and  Alvarano  (aided)  otherwise 
and  in  convoying;  no  incident  or  accident;  preparations  voyage  north 
begin  to-day;  respectfully  recommend  Hobson's  energy  and  ability  be 
recognized  in  permission  save  Colon,  his  heart's  desire;  success  doubt- 
ful, but  stake  immense.  Have  forwarded  expert  report;  pronounce 
hull  sound  where  visible.  Personally  think  chance  justifiable.  Unless 
otherwise  directed  shall  thoroughly  investigate  Vizcaya^s  condition 
with  existing  ample  means  and  experience  before  abandoning  her. 
Hist  Jamaica  for  mails.    Niagara  not  arrived. 

Goodrich. 


BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION.  601 

145529. 

U.  S.  S.  Newark, 
Port  Antonio,  Jamaica,  October  7,  1898. 

Sir:  I  liave  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  telegram 
relating  to  a  40-ton  derrick,  and  to  state  in  reply  that  the  four  38  cm. 
guns  on  board  the  Oquendo  and  Yiscaya  can  not  be  saved  without  some 
equivalent  lifting  appliance. 

These  guns  are  worth  $50,000  each.  On  this  point,  however,  I  beg 
leave  to  defer  to  the  opinion  of  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance. 
We  possess  two  already  on  board  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and  a 
large  amount  of  projectiles.  More  of  the  latter  can  be  secured  by  the 
wrecking  tug  Chapman,  and  at  little  cost,  from  the  shell  rooms  of  the 
Oquendo  and  Vizcaya. 

The  dome-shaped  armored  covers  to  their  turrets  and  the  armored 
barbettes,  gun  carriages,  etc.,  can  not  be  handled  by  any  apparatus 
now  at  our  disposition  in  these  waters.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the 
belt  armor.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  all  these  items,  which  can 
be  quickly  and  easily  secured  with  adequate  plant,  may  be  well  worth 
the  outlay.  At  all  events,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  question  as  to  saving 
or  abandoning  them  merits  the  Department's  consideration,  in  view  of 
the  expense  necessarily  involved  and  the  value  of  the  spoil. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  report  the  Vizcaya  as  beyond 
recovery.  Four  strakes  of  the  bottom  plating  are  blown  off  near  the 
forward  magazine  for  a  length  of  from  40  to  50  feet.  Other  ruptures 
combine  with  these  to  make  the  ship  a  structural  wreck. 

As  stated  in  my  telegram,  a  heavy  derrick  would  have  been  neces- 
sary had  the  ship  proved  salvable,  for  the  turrets  and  the  38  cm.  guns 
must  have  come  off,  as  the  ship  is  so  damaged  in  her  longitudinal 
strength  as  to  be  entirely  incapable  of  carrying  such  great  weights  at 
her  extreme  ends.  That  necessity  no  longer  exists. 
Very  respectfully, 

O.  P.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding. 

Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


146352. 

U.  S.  S.  Vulcan, 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  October  12, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  to  the  present 
condition  of  the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  : 

Captain  Chittenden,  the  wreck  master  in  charge  of  the  work  for  the 
wrecking  company,  agreed  with  me,  as  soon  as  a  careful  examination 
had  been  made,  in  considering  five  things  as  essential  for  reasonable 
safety  in  a  passage  from  here  to  Norfolk: 

First.  The  holes  in  the  bottom  are  all  located  in  a  space  of  about  7 
feet  square,  and  should  be  secured  by  a  patch  on  the  outside,  a  coffer- 
dam inside,  and  by  making  that  compartment  water-tight. 

Second.  The  main  engines  should  be  put  in  condition  to  steam  in  case 
of  towline  parting. 

Third.  A  spar  deck  strong  enough  to  throw  off  any  seas  should  be 
built  between  the  two  iron  bulkheads  on  the  bow  and  stern,  the  two 
bulkheads  should  be  made  tight,  and  aU  openings  in  the  iron  decks  out- 
side these  bulkheads  closed. 

Fourth.  SufQcient  control  should  be  had  of  the  pumping  and  draiu 
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age  systems  so  that  the  safety  of  the  ship  should  not  depend  on  the 
wrecking  pumps  alone. 

Fifth.  That  the  shot  holes,  broken  ports,  and  other  openings  in  the 
sides  should  be  safely  closed. 

(1)  The  outside  patch  is  safely  secured  and  so  skillfully  that  the  bow 
has  raised  70  centimeters.  To  get  at  the  space  where  the  cofferdam 
must  be  made  it  is  necessary  to  cut  through  the  floor  of  the  sail  room, 
remove  the  sand,  which  to  the  amount  of  perhaps  60  tons  has  entered 
there,  and  cement  and  concrete  several  large  breaks  and  bends.  It  is 
slow  work  removing  the  sand,  which  can  not  be  pumped  and  has  to  be 
carried  by  chains  of  Cubans  with  buckets. 

(2)  The  starboard  main  engine  has  been  reversed  this  day  by  steam 
and  will  be  worked  in  perhaps  two  days  by  steam. 

The  port  engine  is  perhaps  four  days  behind,  but  will  be  ready  to  run 
by  the  20th. 

3.  The  deck  is  nearly  done.  The  after  part  is  being  roofed  in  for 
quarters.  Bulkheads  will  be  put  in  by  the  18th  instant.  Part  of 
the  bridge  has  been  restored ;  a  steering  wheel  put  there,  the  steering 
engine  put  in  running  order,  speaking  tubes  put  in  to  the  steering  engine 
and  to  both  main  engines,  and  electric  bells  to  call  the  engineers  to  the 
speaking  tubes.  A  deck  has  been  put  over  the  iron  deck  forward  to 
work  the  ship  from. 

4.  The  drainage  of  the  ship  is  so  complicated  and  has  been  so  injured 
by  fire  and  shells  that  it  is  difficult  to  follow  out  and  control.  The 
pumps  now  are  nearly  all  in  working  condition,  and  by  trial  we  are 
gradually  finding  what  we  need.  This  work,  too,  will  be  in  good  shape 
by  the  20th. 

5.  In  addition  to  the  shell  holes  and  ports  of  all  kinds,  we  have  in 
the  last  day  or  two  discovered  that  four  torpedo  openings  were  in  a 
very  dangerous  condition.  The  gates  had  been  so  hot  as  to  char  the 
wood  outside  of  them  into  mere  charcoal,  which  fell  from  the  bolts  at  a 
touch.  Patches  have  to  be  riveted  over  all  these  holes,  but  the  work 
is  being  done  by  separate  gangs  for  each,  and  all  of  this  work  will  be 
done  by  the  20th. 

In  addition  to  these  indispensable  repairs  we  propose  to  secure  the 
two  turrets  together  by  chain  cables,  tightly  strapped  with  wire  rope, 
supplying  a  strong  tension  member  to  the  structure. 

This  is  the  idea  of  Naval  Constructor  Hobson.  It  will  be  done  as 
soon  as  the  deck  on  which  the  cable  rests  is  complete. 

We  have  at  work  now  about  20  boilermakers,  60  other  mechanics,  20 
Cuban  carpenters,  and  60  Cuban  laborers.  I  believe  that  everything 
will  be  ready  by  the  23d  instant,  just  a  month  from  the  day  she  was 
floated.  All  the  plans  for  the  voyage  are  complete,  most  of  the  neces- 
sary volunteers  secured,  and  the  wrecking  company  officers  are  work- 
ing in  entire  harmony  with  the  Vulcan's  force. 
Very  respectfully, 

'  Ira  Harris, 

Lieutenant-  Oommander,  TJ.  S.  N'.,  Commanding, 

Senior  Officer  present. 


Note. — The  Maria  Teresa,  en  route  from  Guantanamo  to  Norfolk, 
under  convoy  of  the  Vuhan  and  the  wrecking  steamer  Merritt  and 
making  heavy  weather  in  a  gale  of  wind,  was  abandoned  on  November 
1,  1898.  She  then  drove  on  shore  on  Cat  Island  and,  after  being 
surveyed,  was  finally  abandoned  on  November  20,  1898. 


OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 


(6)  OPERATIONS  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  ARMY. 

(a)  AROUND  CUBA. 

(b)  AROUND  PORTO  RICO. 

(c)  CONVOY,  TRANSPORTING,  AND  LANDING  OF  TROOPS. 
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(6)   OPERATIONS  IN  CONJUNCTION  "WITH  THE  ARMY. 

(a)   AROUND   CUBA;   PEINCIPALLY  NEAR   SANTIAGO. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  THE  NORTH  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

OPERATIONS  IN   CONJUNCTION  WITH   THE   ARMY, 
(a)   AROUND  CtJBA. 

130817. 

[Eeport  of  operations  of  blockading  squadron  off  Santiago.] 

No.  210,J  IT.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  15,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  continue  the  report  of  the  operations  with 
which  the  fleet  is  concerned. 

On  July  1  a  demonstation  was  made  by  a  Michigan  Volunteer  regi- 
ment at  Aguadores.  This  was  under  the  command  of  General  Duffleld. 
It  had  been  requested  that  some  of  the  fleet  assist  the  attack  to  begin 
at  daylight,  and  the  New  YorTc,  Gloucester,  and  Suwanee  were  moved 
up ;  but  the  troops,  which  came  by  rail  to  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
Aguadores,  did  not  finally  arrive  until  about  9.20.  The  point  thus 
named  is  the  mouth  of  the  small  river  San  Juan,  cutting  through  a 
deep  defile  and  emptying  into  the  sea.  There  is  here  an  iron  bridge  of  a 
railway  leading  from  the  mines  near  Siboney  into  Santiago.  There  is 
a  very  ancient,  fort  near  the  water,  from  which  had  been  kept  flying  a 
Spanish  flag,  and  on  the  hill  above  were  two  small  rifle  pits.  A  vary- 
ing number  of  the  enemy  (16  to  20)  had  been  counted  from  time  to  time 
while  waiting  for  the  troops — these  disappeared  when  firing  by  the  ships 
began.  The  troops  were  advanced  as  far  as  the  bridge,  and  there 
remained.  A  corner  of  the  fort  was  knocked  off  by  our  shells  and  the 
flagstaff  shot  away.  Very  desultory  firing  was  kept  up  between  our 
troops  and  the  Spanish  from  the  wood  adjoining  the  rifle  pits  until 
about  noon.  A  small  fieldpiece  was  brought  down  the  gorge,  which  fired 
four  or  five  times.  The  Netv  York,  which  had  begun  a  bombardment  of 
the  city  at  4  miles  over  the  hills,  on  observing  this  enfiladed  the  gorge, 
firing  several  8-inch  and  several  4-inch.  No  firing  by  the  enemy  was 
observed  after  this.  The  troops  returned  to  Siboney  about  12.30 
without  any  further  firing.  The  Oregon  was  signaled  to  join  in  the  fir- 
ing into  the  city  and  both  ships  continued  the  bombardment  until  1.45 
p.  m.  Eighteen  8-inch  shell  were  reported  later  as  having  fallen  into 
the  city. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (July  1)  I  received  information  from 
General  Shafter  that  he  would  assault  at  daylight  of  the  2d,  and 
requesting  me  to  keep  up  a  fire  at  the  batteries  on  the  bluffs.  The 
squadron  was  consequently  closed  in  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2d 
and  began  a  vigorous  fire  at  5.30.  The  bombardment  lasted  until  7.30, 
Punta  Gorda  battery  being  particularly  fired  at  by  the  Oregon  and 
Fndiana,  which  were  moved  close  up  to  the  entrance  for  that  purpose. 
This  bombardment  served,  however,  no  particular  end  in  that  the 
attack  proposed  by  General  Shafter  did  not  take  place  on  this  day. 
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The  result  of  this  bombardment  was  telephoned  to  General  Shatter  as 
follows : 

July  2 — 9.45  a.  m. 
General  Shafteb  : 

Admiral  Sampson  has  this  morning  heavily  bombarded  forts  at  entrance  of  San- 
tiago, and  also  Punta  Gorda  battery  inside,  silencing  their  fire.  Do  yon  wish  further 
firing  on  his  part  ?  He  began  at  5.30  and  finished  at  7.30.  Your  message  to  him  here ; 
impossible  to  force  entrance  until  we  can  clear  channel  of  mines,  a  work  of  some 
time  after  forts  are  taken  possession  of  by  your  troops.  Nothing  was  accomplished 
yesterday  by  the  advance  on  Aguadores. 

Lieut.  Staunton. 

and  the  following  was  received  from  General  Shatter,  one  at  10.20  and 
the  other  at  11.20  a.  m. : 

JuiT  2—10.20  a.  m. 
Admiral  Sampson: 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  when  I  can  take  batteries  at  entrance  to  harboi. 
If  they  are  as  difficult  to  take  as  those  which  we  have  been  pitted  against  it  will  be 
some  time  and  a  great  loss  of  life.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  why  the  Navy  can  not  work 
under  a  destructive  fire  as  well  as  the  Army.  My  loss  yesterday  was  over  500  men. 
By  all  means  keep  up  fire  on  everything  in  sight  of  you  until  demolished.  I  expect, 
however,  with  time  and  sufficient  men  to  capture  the  forts  along  the  bay. 

Shafter. 

JuLT  2—11.20  a.  m. 

Admiral  Sampson: 

Terrible  fight  yesterday,  but  my  line  is  now  strongly  intrenched  about  three- 
fourths  mile  from  town.  I  urge  that  you  make  effort  immediately  to  force  the 
entrance  to  avoid  future  losses  amoug  my  men,  which  are  already  very  heavy.  Yoa 
can  now  operate  with  less  loss  of  life  than  I  can.    Please  telephone  answer. 

W.  E.  Shaftek,  Major-General. 
I  wrote  to  General  Shatter  as  follows : 

No.  7.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Gvjba,  July  S,  1898. 

Mt  Dear  General:  I  have  your  note  of  this  morning — just  received  at  11.20. 

An  officer  of  my  staff  has  already  reported  to  you  the  firing  which  we  did  this 
morning,  but  I  must  say  in  addition  to  what  he  told  you  that  the  forts  which  we 
silenced  were  not  the  forts  which  would  give  you  auy  inconvenience  in  capturing 
the  city,  as  they  can  not  fire  except  to  seaward.  They  can  not  even  prevent  our 
entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  Our  trouble  from  the  first  has  been  that  the 
channel  to  the  harbor  is  well  strewn  with  observation  mines,  which  would  certainly 
result  in  the  sinking  of  one  or  more  of  our  ships  if  we  attempted  to  enter  the  harbor, 
and  by  the  sinking  of  a  ship  the  object  of  the  attempt  to  enter  the  harbor  would  be 
defeated  by  the  preventing  of  further  progress  on  our  part. 

It  was  my  hope  that  an  attack,  on  your  part,  of  these  shore  batteries  from  the  rear 
wonld  leave  us  at  liberty  to  drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

If  it  is  your  earnest  desire  that  we  should  force  our  entrance,  I  will  at  once  prepare 
to  undertake  it.  I  think,  however,  that  our  position  and  yours  would  be  made  more 
difficult  if,  as  is  possible,  we  fail  in  our  attempt. 

We  have  in  our  outfit  at  Guantanamo  40  countermining  mines,  which  I  will  bring 
here  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  if  we  can  succeed  in  freeing  the  entrance  of 
mines  by  their  use  I  will  enter  the  harbor. 

This  work,  which  is  unfamiliar  to  us,  will  require  considerable  time. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  loss  of  men  as  it  is  the  loss  of  ships  which  has  untU  now 
deterred  me  from  making  a  direct  attack  upon  the  ships  within  the  port. 
Very  truly, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  S.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  XT.  S.  Naval  Faroe,  North  Atlantio  Station. 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shatter,  U.  S.  V. 

I  started  the  morning  of  the  3d  July,  by  prearrangement,  to  confer 
with  the  General  as  to  a  plan  of  combined  attack,  but  this  conference 
was  prevented  by  the  battle  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  which  is  made  the 
subject  of  a  special  report,  so  that  I  will  not  enter  upon  it  here. 
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On  July  4  I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Shafter: 

Hkabquarters  Fifth  Akmy  Corps,  July  4. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

Commanding  United  States  Navy  Forces: 
Through  negligence  of  our  Cuban  allies,  Paudo,  with  5,000  men,  entered  the  city 
of  Santiago  last  night.  This  nearly  doubles  their  forces.  I  have  demanded  their 
surrender,  which  they  refuse,  but  I  am  giving  them  some  wounded  prisoners  and 
delaying  operations  to  let  foreign  citizens  get  out,  and  there  will  be  no  action  before 
the  6th  and  perhaps  the  7th.  Now,  if  you  will  force  your  way  into  that  harbor  the 
town  will  surrender  without  any  further  sacrifice  of  life.  My  present  position  has 
cost  me  1,000  men,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  any  more.  With  my  forces  on  one  side 
and  yours  on  the  other — and  they  have  a  great  terror  of  the  Navy,  for  they  know 
they  can  not  hurt  you — we  shall  have  them.  I  ask  for  an  early  reply. 
Very  respectfully, 

Wm.  E.  Shaftbr, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V. 

This  dispatch  shows  a  complete  misapprehension  of  the  circum- 
stances which  had  to  be  met. 

On  the  night  of  July  4  the  Beina  Mercedes  was  sunk  by  the  Span- 
iards in  a  manner  which  would  certainly  obstruct  the  larger  ships,  and 
possibly  the  smaller  ones.  Extensive  shore  batteries  were  known  to 
exist,  and  if  our  smaller  vessels  were  sent  in  and  were  sunk,  either  by 
the  mines  or  by  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  the  harbor  would  be  effec- 
tually closed  to  us.  It  was  essential  to  the  new  scheme  of  attack  of  this 
mine  field  that  the  positions  occupied  by  the  eastern  and  western  bat- 
teries should  be  carried,  and  this  was  the  scheme  of  action  first  pro- 
posed by  General  Shafter  in  his  discussion  with  my  chief  of  staff,  who 
was  sent  by  me  to  meet  General  Shafter  the  day  of  his  arrival.  The 
chief  of  staff"  carried  with  him  a  chart  of  the  harbor  and  explained  the 
situation,  stating  that  it  was  regarded  by  us  as  a  movement  of  primal 
importance  that  these  points  should  be  carried  before  any  attention 
was  paid  to  the  city.  The  possession  of  these  points  insured  the  de- 
truction  of  the  mines  by  us,  the  entrance  of  our  heavy  ships  in  the 
harbor,  and  the  assault  on  Admiral  Cervera's  squadron  inside.  To  this 
General  Shafter  gave  most  cordial  assent,  and  stated  that  he  had  no 
intention  of  attacking  the  city  proper,  that  here  [pointing  to  the 
entrance]  was  the  key  to  the  situation,  and  that  when  we  had  this  we 
had  all.  This  was  repeated  in  his  interview  with  General  Garcia  at 
Acerraderos. 

I  do  not  know  why  a  change  of  plan  occurred,  unless  it  was  that  the 
troops  on  being  landed  advanced  themselves  so  far  on  the  roads  toward 
Santiago  before  any  specific  plan  of  operations  had  been  decided  upon 
that  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  divert  them  to  the  other  points.  I 
believe  that  such  adherence  would  have  resulted  in  a  much  quicker  sur- 
render of  the  Spanish  troops,  and  with  much  less  loss  of  life,  excepting 
possibly  to  the  Navy,  which  would  have  borne  the  brunt  of  attack 
instead  of  the  Army.  The  urgency,  of  course,  was  lessened  by  the 
destruction  of  the  fleet  on  their  sortie  from  the  harbor,  but  the  difBculty 
of  entrance  remained  much  the  same. 

I  sent  word  to  General  Shafter  that  I  would  come  out  and  discuss  \ 
the  situation  with  him,  and  received  the  following  telegrams  on  the 
5th  instant  from  him: 

In  Camp  nbar  Santiago,  July  6 — 2.13  p.  m. 

General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Admiral  Sampson,  and  he  can  see  him  out  here 
at  any  time,  but  General  Shafter  is  not  able  to  go  to  Siboney.  He  desires  very  much 
to  see  the  Admiral,  and  especially  if  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  enter  the  harbor. 
General  Shafter  doubts  his  ability  to  keep  his  command  in  food  through  Siboney. 
Large  reinforcements  of  light  artillery  and  infantry  are  on  the  way.  General  Shafter 
congratulates  Admiral  Sampson  on  his  splendid  success  with  Spanish  fleet. 
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In  Camp  near  Santiago,  July  6 — 3.12  p.  m. 
I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  confer  -with  yon  fully  as  to  a  joint  attack  on  San- 
tiago.    I  am  unable  to  ride  in  to  see  you.    Can  you  not  come  Jiere  to  see  met    If 
not,  I  will  send  two  of  my  staff  officers  in  to-morrow  morning  to  represent  me. 

Shaptbr,  U.  S.  v.,  Commanding. 
In  Camp  near  Santiago,  July  5 — 3.27  p.  m. 
The  landing  at  Siboney  is  becoming  very  precarious  on  account  of  the  heavy  surf 
which  is  beginning  to  prevail.  It  is  not  probable  that  the  troops  on  the  west  side 
of  Santiago  Bay,  near  Cabanitas,  have  left,  and  that  place  might  be  utilized  as  a 
landing  place  for  troops  and  supplies.  Will  yon  kindly  give  me  your  views  on  the 
subject.    I  fear  we  can  use  Siboney  but  little  longer. 

Shai'ter,  Commanding. 

and  on  the  same  date  from  the  Department : 

Washington,  July  5 — 12.30  p.  m. 
The  President  has  just  issued  this  order  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy:  "General  Shafter  and  Admiral  Sampson  should  confer  at  once 
for  cooperation  in  taking  Santiago.  After  the  fullest  exchange  of  views  they  should 
determine  the  time  and  manner  of  attack."  The  Department  desires  you  to  carry 
out  these  instructions. 

Long. 

It  had  been  my  desire  to  do  everything  possible  to  cooperate  with 
General  Shafter,  and  steps  had  already  been  taken  to  utilize  the  mines 
which  were  on  board  the  Resolute.  She  was  ordered  up  from  Guan- 
tanamo  on  the  28th  of  June  for  this  purpose.  Such  an  attack  as  that 
which  the  General  proposed  in  his  third  telegram,  herewith  mentioned, 
was  in  complete  accord  with  the  views  which  had  been  held  by  myself, 
and  discussed  with  my  staff.  It  was  proposed  to  bring  up  the  battalion 
of  marines  from  Guantanamo  and  add  to  them  the  marines  of  the 
squadron,  thus  making  a  force  of  nearly  1,000  men,  which  might  be 
landed  either  at  the  foot  of  the  Morro  in  Bstrella  Oove,  to  assault  the 
Morro,  or  to  the  westward  for  the  purpose  of  assaulting  the  west  bat- 
tery; at  the  same  time  detaching  a  force  of  2,000  or  3,000  men  from  the 
army,  and,  proceeding  by  Aguadores,  occupy  the  ground  between 
the  Morro  and  that  just  to  the  northward  of  it.  I  had  no  doubt  of 
the  success  of  this  plan.  I  arranged  to  visit  General  Shafter  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  but  was  unable  myself  to  go,  being  ill  abed,  and 
my  chief  of  staff'  went  instead. 

The  following  arrangement  was  come  to : 

Camp  near  San  Juan  Eivbr,  Cuba,  July  6, 189S. 

Minutet  of  a  converaatidn  between  Captain  Chadwioh,  of  the  Navy,  representing  Admiral 
Sampson,  and  General  Shafter. 

That  a  long  continued  bombardment  be  made  of  Santiago  from  the  sea  with  the 
heavier  guns  of  the  fleet,  the  fleet  firing  slowly  and  continuously  during  say  twenty- 
four  hours,  at  the  rate  of  one  shell  every  five  minutes,  excepting  one  hour,  at  the 
rate  of  one  every  two  minutes.  This  refers  to  the  8  to  13-inch  shells.  If  this  be  not 
sufficient  to  bring  the  enemy  to  terms,  that  an  assault  be  arranged  on  the  Socapa 
battery,  using  marines  and  the  Cuban  forces  under  General  Cebreco,  and  an  effort 
made  to  enter  the  harbor  with  some  of  the  smaller  ships  of  the  squadron.  This 
attack  to  be  made  upon  knowing  the  result  of  a  second  demand  made  upon  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Spanish  forces  for  surrender  of  the  place,  stating  to  him  the 
conditions  that  surround  him ;  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  etc.,  and  the  number 
of  forces  opposed  to  him.  To  give  him  time  to  consider  the  matter,  the  date  of  bom- 
bardment is  fixed  at  noon  of  the  9th,  unless  he  positively  refuses  to  consider  it  ut  all, 
when  it  will  be  begun  at  such  time  as  is  convenient  to  ourselves.  General  Shafter 
will  furnish  Admiral  with  correct  map  showing  where  his  lines  will  be  surrounding 
the  city,  and  also  open  telegraphic  communication  by  the  way  of  Siboney  down  to 
near  Aguadores  to  give  information  as  to  falling  of  shots. 
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At  the  same  time,  a  somewhat  undefined  truce  still  existing  by  which 
no  firing  was  going  on,  a  letter  was  drafted  by  General  Shafter  and  my 
chief  of  staff,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy,  proposing  a  surrender. 

Headquakters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  San  Juan  Biver,  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  vie-w  of  the  events  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your 
excellency  certain  propositions  to  which  I  trust  your  excellency  will  give  the  con- 
sideration which,  in  my  opinion,  they  deserve. 

I  inclose  a  bulletin  of  the  engagement  of  Sunday  morning,  which  resulted  in  the 
complete  destruction  of  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet,  the  loss  of  600  of  his  o£Bcer8  and 
men  and  the  capture  of  the  remainder.  The  Admiral,  General  Paredes,  and  all  others 
who  escaped  alive,  are  now  prisoners  on  board  the  Harvard  and  St.  Louis,  and  the 
latter  ship,  in  which  are  the  Admiral,  General  Paredes,  and  the  surviving  captains 
(all  except  the  captain  of  the  Almirante  Oquendo,  who  was  slain),  has  already  sailed 
for  the  United  States.  If  desired  by  you,  this  may  be  confirmed  by  your  excellency 
sending  an  officer  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Admiral  Sampson,  and  he  can  arrange  to 
visit  the  Harvard,  which  will  not  sail  until  to-morrow,  and  obtain  the  details  from 
Spanish  officers  and  men  aboard  that  ship. 

Our  fleet  is  now  perfectly  free  to  act,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  unless  a 
surrender  be  arranged  by  noon  of  the  9th  instant  a  bombardment  of  the  city  will 
be  begun  and  continued  with  the  heavy  guns  of  our  ships.  The  city  is  within  easy 
range  of  these  guns,  the  8-inch  being  capable  of  firing  9,500  yards,  the  13-inch  of 
course  much  further.  The  ships  can  so  lie  that  with  a  range  of  8,000  yards  they  can 
reach  the  center  of  the  city. 

I  make  the  suggestion  of  a  surrender  purely  in  a  humanitarian  spirit.  I  do  not 
wish  to  cause  the  slaughter  of  any  more  men,  either  of  your  excellency's  forces  or 
my  own,  the  final  result  under  circumstances  so  disadvantageous  to  your  excellency 
being  a  foregone  conclusion. 

As  your  excellency  may  wish  to  make  reference  of  so  momentous  a  question  to 
your  excellency's  home  government,  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  have  placed  the  time 
of  the  resumption  of  hostilities  sufficiently  far  in  the  future  to  allow  a  reply  being 
received. 

I  beg  an  early  answer  from  your  excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  R.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V.,  Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

The  Gbnbrai,  in  Chief  Commanding  the  Spanish  Forces, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

I  thus  have  been  surprised  to  see  published  in  the  papers  any  state- 
ment of  refusal  on  my  part  to  endeavor  to  force  my  way  into  the  har- 
bor, and  can  not  understand — in  case  the  newspaper  report  be  a  truthful 
statement  of  what  was  sent  by  him — General  Shafter's  sending  any 
report  of  this  kind. 

I  here,  moreover,  would  animadvert  upon  the  apparently  extraordi- 
nary openness  with  which  every  detail  of  hope,  effort,  or  suggestion  on 
the  part  of  the  army  has  been  published.  The  unwisdom  of  such  pro- 
cedure is  too  manifest  for  discussion. 

Asst.  Naval  Constructor  Hobson  and  the  men  with  him  were  on  this 
same  date  exchanged,  and  were  received  on  board  the  flagship. 

I  was  informed  by  General  Shafter  during  the  evening  of  July  7  that 
the  Spanish  commander  had  decided  to  refer  the  question  of  surrender 
to  Madrid,  as  had  been  proposed  in  the  letter  of  the  day  previous. 

On  July  9  I  received  the  following  from  General  Shafter: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  9, 1898. 

Spanish  commander  proposes  to  abandon  Santiago  if  permitted  to  march  out  to 
Holguin  and  not  be  attacked  en  route.  The  truce  will  continue  for  the  present,  and 
I  wfll  notify  you  of  its  discontinuance. 

Shafter,  Major-Creneral. 

On  the  10th  I  received  the  following  from  General  Shafter: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  10, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  it  is  expected  that  the  bombardment  of  th« 
city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  be^n  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning.    I  inclose 
you  a  revised  chart  showing  position  of  the  American  and  Spanish  Imes.    I  will 
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oommunicate  to  you  later  in  the  day  the  exact  hour  ■when  the  firing  should  begin, 
and  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  you  be  ready  to  begin  at  4  p.  m.  to-day.  The 
falling  of  the  first  shell  will  be  observed  and  the  results  communicated  to  you  by 
signal.  It  would  be  very  disastrous  for  the  morals  of  my  men  to  have  any  of  the 
shells  fall  near  them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  at  first  to  put  your  shots  in  the 
westward  part  of  the  city  near  the  bay. 

W.  K.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V. 
Dated  »?f 
I  desire  you  to  begin  firing  upon  Santiago  de  Cuba  as  near  4  p.'m.  to-day  as  possible. 

W.  R.  SHAnER,  Major-General. 
Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

Siboney,  July  9. 

Messages  I  sent  you  yesterdkiy  and  to-day  have  apparently  been  received  by  you. 
I  have  just  asked  that  you  commence  firing  on  Santiago  at  4  p.  m.,  and  sent  you  this 
morning  our  latest  map  of  our  position.  Can  you  begin  bombardment  to-morrow 
morning?    If  you  can,  please  do  so  and  continue  it  as  arranged  with  Captain  Chad  wick. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 

As  the  flagship  had  gone  to  Guautanamo  for  coal  on  July  8  I  sent 
instructions  to  Commodore  Watson,  who  was  then  off  Santiago  in  the 
Newark,  regarding  the  carrying  out  of  any  bombardment  necessary.  As 
he  returned  to  Gnantanamo  on  the  10th  before  the  hour  at  which  it  was 
to  begin,  the  Brooklyn,  Texas,  and  Indiana  had  begun  firing.  I  started 
in  the  flagship  the  same  afternoon  for  Santiago,  and  the  next  morning 
took  up  position  close  in  to  the  beach  near  Aguadores,  as  I  had  been 
informed  that  the  8-inch  shell  fired  by  the  Brooklyn  the  previous  after- 
noon had  fallen  about  1,000  yards  short;  with  the  Brooklyn  and  Indiana 
continued  the  bombardment,  beginning  at  9.27  a.  m.,  until  1  p.  m,,  at 
which  hour  it  was  requested  by  General  Shafter  that  it  cease. 

Very  careful  arrangement  had  been  made  by  which  the  fall  of  our 
shell  should  be  reported.  The  flagship  anchored  with  a  kedge  400 
yards  from  the  shore,  near  the  point  where  the  telegraph  station  had 
been  established,  and  the  reports  from  the  front  were  signaled  to  us 
from  time  to  time,  though  not  as  frequently  as  was  desired. 

On  July  12  a  report  was  sent  in  from  Army  headquarters  giving  a 
detailed  statement  as  to  the  fall  of  shell,  which  showed  that  we  had 
fired  with  great  effect;  several  fires  had  been  started  in  the  city,  and 
as  near  as  can  be  made  out  nearly  all  of  our  shell  fell  within  the  city 
limits,  some  few  falling  into  the  water. 

Eeceived  the  following  dispatches : 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  11. 

My  lines  are  now  complete  to  the  bay  north  of  Santiago.  Your  shots  can  be  ob- 
served from  there  perfectly,  at  least  those  that  fall  in  the  town.  Flames  followed 
several  shots  fired  to-day,  but  seemed  to  be  quickly  extinguished.  A  number  of  shots 
fell  in  the  bay  close  to  a  small  gunboat  lying  near  the  shore.  At  present  they  are 
considering  a  demand  for  unconditional  surrender.,  I  will  notify  you  of  the  result.  I 
think  it  advisable  to  put  in  some  heavy  shots,  say,  10  to  13  inches,  to-morrow,  and  see 
if  we  can  not  start  a  fire.  Be  careful  not  to  shoot  beyond  the  town,  as  my  troops  are 
within  li  miles  of  it,  and  you  will  be  firing  directly  toward  us. 

Shafter,  Major  General. 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  on  board  U.  S.  S.  Yale, 

Off  Siboney,  July  11. 
Sir:  I  desire  to  land  troops  from  the  Tale,  Columbia,  and  Duchess  to  the  west  of 
the  bay  of  Santiago  Harbor,  and  follow  it  up  with  additional  troops,  moving  east 
against  the  Spanish  troops  defending  Santiago  on  the  west.  I  wiU  be  glad  if  you 
can  designate  the  most  available  point  for  disembarking  the  troops  and  render  all 
the  assistance  practicable  to  the  troops  as  they  move  east.  Will  notify  you  when 
troops  are  ready  for  the  movement.  If  you  have  an  officer  conversant  with  the 
locality,  will  be  glad  to  see  him. 

Very  respectfully,  Nelson  A.  Miles, 

General  Commanding. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

Cmmiumcimg  V,S.  Fleet, 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  613 

In  response  to  the  dispatch  from  General  Shatter  I  sent  the  following 
to  Commodore  Watson,  Playa  del  Bste : 

Send  Oregon  and  Maasaohnaetta  to  Santiago  for  one  day's  bombardment  of  city  with 
13-inch  shell.    They  should  arrive  Wednesday  morning.    Shell  will  be  supplied 
Oregon. 
General  Shaftkr: 

Admiral  Sampson  proposes  to  begin  bombardment  to-morrow  morning  with  13-inch 
shell,  unless  there  are  reasons  for  not  doing  so.  Will  General  Shafter  please  inform 
him  of  the  distance  of  the  fall  of  the  shot  from  the  cathedral,  using  the  cathedral 
as  a  point  of  reference?  And  he  would  like  particularly  to  know  immediately  if 
any  shell  fall  in  the  water. 

The  OregfoWjWith  Commodore  Watson's  broad  pennant,  and  the  Mas- 
sachusetts arrived  promptly  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  and  we  were  pre- 
pared to  fire  13-inch  shell  into  the  city  from  these  two  ships  and  the 
Indiana  over  carefully  prepared  ranges  and  from  points  near  the  beach, 
with  the  ships  anchored.  I,  however,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th, 
received  the  following: 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  IS. 

A  truce  exists  and  negotiations  are  now  pending  with  the  Spanish  commander;  all 
firing  must  be  discontinued  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  Due  notice  of  the 
commencement  will  be  given  you. 

Shajtee,  Major-General. 

Headquarters  near  Santiago,  July  IS. 
A  truce  now  exists  and  will  probably  continue  all  day  to-morrow,  the  13th. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  I  sent  the  following  to  General  Shafter: 

General  Shaeter  : 

I  am  nowprepared  to  shell  the  city  of  Santiago  with  three  of  my  largest  ironclads, 
with  13-inch  projectiles;  can  commence  at  short  notice.     Will  await  your  signal. 

And  I  received  from  the  Department,  dated  July  13 : 

The  commanding  general  of  the  Army  urges,  and  Secretary  of  War  urgently  requests, 
that  Navy  force  harbor ;  confer  with  commander  of  Army.  Wishing  to  do  all  that 
is  reasonably  possible  to  insure  the  surrender  of  the  enemy,  I  leave  the  matter  to  your 
discretion,  except  that  the  United  States  armored  vessels  must  not  be  risked. 

Long. 

I  take  this  to  be  a  continuation  of  the  preceding  matter,  to  which  I 
have  referred.  I  think  that  the  falsity  of  the  suggestion  that  the  Ifavy 
was  UQwillingto  cooperate  in  forcing  an  entrance  to  Santiago  is  already 
sufficiently  shown,  particularly  by  the  minutes  of  the  arrangement 
shown  in  paragraph  9.  I  would,  however,  add,  to  show  the  good  will 
of  the  Navy  and  my  desire  and  understanding  that  in  case  the  enemy 
failed  to  come  to  terms  through  bombardment  the  harbor  entrance 
should  be  forced,  that  in  the.  meanwhile  all  preparations  were  com- 
pleted for  countermining,  the  mines  having  been  removed  for  this  pur- 
pose from  the  Resolute  to  the  collier  Lebanon,  Lieuts.  Eoy  Smith  and 
E.  E.  Capehart,  who  are  mining  experts,  placed  aboard  the  Lebanon,  and 
everything  arranged  for  action  whenever  desired.  The  only  reasons  for 
postponement  came  from  the  general  commanding  the  Army. 

The  Navy  has  been  placed  in  such  an  invidious  and  false  position 
before  the  country  through  the  very  unwise  publication  of  General 
Shafter's  telegrams  that  I  think  this  matter  should  in  some  way  be 
made  clear  to  the  public. 

At  1  p.  m.  yesterday,  the  14th,  I  received  the  following  from  the  sig- 
nal station  near  Aguadores : 

Apparently  there  is  every  prospect  of  evacuation.  I  will  inform  you  earliest  prac- 
ticable moment. 

Shafter. 
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At  1.15  p.  m. : 

I  will  be  glad  if  you  -vriU  send  to  these  headquarters  an  officer  to  represent  you 
during  negotiations  for  oTacuation. 

Miles. 

I  had  previously,  on  the  13th,  informed  Greneral  Shafter  that  I  desired 
to  be  represented  in  negotiations,  as  this  was  combined  operations. 
At  2.23  received  the  following: 

The  enemy  has  surrendered.    WiU  be  down  to  see  you  soon. 

Miles. 

Very  respectfally, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Admiral,  U.  8.  JV., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  8tation. 
The  Seceetaet  of  the  ISTavt, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


128786. 
101026. 

[Squadron  G-eneral  Order  No.  14.] 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  Cuba,  July  14,  1898. 

1.  In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  among  the  army,  especially 
at  Siboney,  no  communication  is  to  be  had  with  that  or  other  point  occnpied  by 
the  army  except  such  as  military  necessity  may  require.  Where  communication 
can  be  had  by  signal,  that  method  is  preierable.  No  one  from  an  infected  point  or 
who  has  had  contact  with  the  army  shall  be  allowed  on  board  any  vessel  except 
when  required  as  above,  and  then  due  precautions  against  infection  shall  be  taken. 
Intercourse  with  Cubans  shall  be  reduced  as  far  as  practicable.  Prisoners  to  be 
thoroughly  disinfected  and  their  clothing  destroyed.  In  fine,  nonintercourse,  as 
complete  as  possible,  shall  be  observed. 

2.  On  shipboard  opportunities  for  bathing  and  changing  wet  clothing  are  to  be 
afforded  the  men ;  they  must  not  sleep  in  wet  clothing,  nor  in  clothing  worn  during 
the  day,  and  awnings  shall  be  spread  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service  allow. 

William  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Aimvral,  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


130245. 

July  28, 1898—2.25  p.  m. 
Seceetaet  op  the  Navy,  Washington; 

There  are  about  5,000  Spanish  soldiers  in  Guantananio  and  Caima- 
nera,  1,700  of  them  sick.  They  have  not  yet  been  congregated  in  one 
encampment,  as  suggested  by  us,  between  two  rivers  on  the  north  and 
west  and  Point  Manati  on  the  west  side  of  Joa.  There  are  political 
prisoners  still  in  jail  in  Guantanamo,  kept  there  by  order  of  General 
Pareja  for  their  safety  from  the  violence  of  the  Spanish  volunteers, 
who  have  already,  it  is  said  by  Consul  Brooks,  attempted  to  take  them 
from  jail,  being  prevented  only  by  a  force  of  cavalry  in  the  streets. 

By  Pareja's  energy  these  politicals  are  still  under  Spanish  control,  and 
can  not  with  safety  be  removed  until  the  city  is  occupied  by  our  forces 
or  Cuban  authorities.  Steps  should  be  taken  in  interest  of  sanitation 
and  humanity,  and  garrison  be  placed  in  Guantanamo,  so  that  the  pros- 
perity of  the  district  may  begin  with  the  reopening  of  the  port    Two 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  615 

lines  of  torpedoes  have  been  removed  from  the  channel  in  front  of  fort 
and  commercial  vessels  may  now  pass  to  Oaimanera,  but  steps  must  be 
taken  for  organization.  One  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  rations  arrived 
this  morning  from  Santiago,  but  the  master  of  the  transport  comes  to 
me  for  orders,  not  knowing  what  to  do  with  them.  I  hesitate  to  take 
any  steps  in  these  matters  without  request  from  the  Army,  though  most 
ready  to  assist,  if  desired.  Sent  following  to  Shafter:  "Transport  31 
arrived  with  160,000  rations  and  requested  directions.  Have  sent  it  to 
Oaimanera.  Is  this  what  was  desired,  and  can  I  do  anything  to  aid 
your  work  in  this  vicinity?" 

Sampson. 


135894. 

[History  of  relations  between  Army  and  Navy  at  Santiago.} 

No.  306,]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  August  1, 1898. 

Sib  :  In  order  that  a  more  complete  history  of  the  action  of  the  fleet 
in  combination  with  the  Army,  resulting  in  the  surrender  of  Santiago, 
may  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  record  in  detail.  This  combined  action  was  not  only 
looked  upon  by  me  as  a  personal  duty  and  pleasure,  but  it  was  so 
ordered  by  the  President,  as  will  appear  below. 

Immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  General  Shafter  oft'  Santiago  my 
chief  of  staff  was  sent  to  communicate  with  him  and  bring  his  head- 
quarters ship  up  to  the  blockade.  I  then  went  aboard  and  went  west 
with  him  to  Acerraderos,  where  a  consultation  was  held  with  General 
Garcia,  who  was  encamped  near  there,  and  who  suffered  so  from  sea- 
sickness that  he  could  not  come  afloat. 

On  the  22d  the  landing  of  the  army  was  satisfactorily  begun  at 
Daiquiri,  the  landing  being  accomplished  with  the  boats  of  the  squad- 
ron, the  New  Orleans,  Detroit,  Gastine,  Suwanee,  and  Wasp  being 
detailed  to  cover  the  landing,  and  a  feint  being  made  to  the  westward 
of  Santiago  Harbor,  which  resulted  in  a  long  and  continued  engage- 
ment between  the  Texas  and  the  western  battery,  in  which  the  Texas 
had  I  man  kiUed  and  8  wounded. 

The  details  of  landing  were  placed  in  charge  of  Captain  Goodrich,  of 
the  St.  Louis,  and  were  most  efficiently  aud  effectively  carried  out,  the 
whole  force  being  ashore  on  the  24th.  Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-eight  of  General  Garcia's  troops  were  transported  on  the  26th 
from  Acerraderos  to  Siboney  and  there  Uimou,  Siboney  also  being  occu- 
pied as  a  landing  place  by  our  forces  on  the  23d. 

On  June  30  I  received  the  following  communication  from  General 
Shafter: 

Headquaktees  Fifth  Akmy  Cokps, 

Camp  near  San  Juan  Biver,  June  SO,  1898. 
SiK :  I  expect  to  attack  Santiago  to-morrow  morning.     I  -wish  you  would  bombard 
the  works  at  Aguadores  in  support  of  a  regiment  of  infantry  which  I  shall  send 
there  early  to-morrow,  and  also  make  such  demonstration  as  yon  think  proper  at  the 
month  of  the  harbor,  so  as  to  keep  as  many  of  the  enemy  there  as  possible. 
Very  truly,  yonrs, 

W.  E.  Shafter, 
Major-General,  U.  S.  V.,  omnmanding. 

The  New  YorTc,  Suwanee,  and  Gloucester  took  position  at  daylight  off 
Aguadores,  which  is  a  point  about  3  miles  east  of  the  entrance  of  San- 
tiago Harbor.    This  is  a  small  indentation  into  which  the  San  Juan 
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Eiver  empties.  There  are  two  deep  ravines  running  almost  at  right 
angles  to  one  another,  np  the  westerly  one  of  which  passes  the  railway 
by  which  iron  ore  is  carried  from  Siboney  into  Santiago.  The  ravine 
down  which  the  river  comes  is  spanned  by  a  large  iron  bridge,  the 
westerly  end  of  which  had  been  blown  up  by  the  Spanish  troops  on 
the  morning  of  June  27.  There  is  an  old  fort  with  a  long  curtain  run- 
ning up  the  hill  to  the  top,  on  the  extension  of  which  stands  the  Morro. 
A  Spanish  flag  had  flown  continuously  on  this  fort  during  our  presence. 
Across  the  ravine  from  the  fort  were  two  rifle  pits,  and  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  riveff  was  a  small  blockhouse,  which  had  been  knocked  to  pieces 
by  the  ships  stationed  at  that  end  of  our  line. 

The  troops  came  by  railroad  which  skirts  the  seashore  from  Siboney 
to  within  about  a  mile  and  a  half  of  this  ravine,  the  final  detachment 
of  troops  arriving  about  9.20. 

At  6.47  we  had  made  signal  to  the  forces  ashore,  "Are  you  waiting 
for  us  to  begin?"    They  answered,  "General  is  ahead  with  scouts." 

At  6.50  we  asked,  "When  do  you  want  us  to  commence  firing?" 
which  was  answered,  "When  the  rest  of  the  command  arrives,  of  which 
I  will  signal  you." 

At  7.20  we  were  asked  by  signal,  "Can  you  see  western  end  of  bank 
near  bridge?"  to  which  we  answered,  "Yes,"  and  sent  the  Suwanee  in- 
shore as  near  as  possible  in  order  to  explain  the  situation  by  megaphone. 

We  had  observed  a  few  men  in  one  of  the  rifle  pits,  the  number  vary- 
ing from  16  to  20,  which  was  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  forces  discover- 
able by  us. 

At  8.20  we  were  signaled,  "Repeat  the  message  about  the  bridge  sent 
by  the  other  boat  (Suwanee).^' 

At  9.18  we  received  signal,  "This  is  General  Duffleld's  headquarters." 

At  9.25,  "  Will  be  ready  soon.  When  I  signal  to  begin,  direct  atten- 
tion first  to  rifle  pit,  next  to  fort  and  blockhouse,  unless  you  can  do  both 
at  once. — Duffleld." 

The  fort,  ravine,  and  rifle  pits  were  then  shelled  by  all  three  of  our 
ships  present,  the  enemy  disappearing  immediately,  the  troops  advanc- 
ing from  the  position  where  they  had  debarked  from  the  cars  to  the 
eastern  side  of  the  ravine.  The  fort  was  much  knocked  about  by  our 
shells,  the  flagstaff  being  shot  away  by  the  Suwanee,  and  many  shell 
were  planted  in  the  rifle  pits. 

At  11.30  we  were  signaled, "  Scouts  report  no  damage  to  rifle  pits;  can 
you  reach  them?— Duffleld."  To  which  we  replied,  "  Yes,  with  ease,  but 
there  is  no  one  in  them." 

At  11.40  we  received  signal,  "Fire  a  few  shots  at  rifle  pit  on  the  hill." 

At  11.48  we  signaled,  "  There  are  no  Spaniards  in  the  rifle  pits." 

As  it  was  a  useless  expenditure  of  ammunition  to  fire  shell  into  rifle 
pits  where  there  was  no  enemy,  we  ceased  firing  for  a  time  against  these 
and  began  firing  with  8-inch  shell  in  the  direction  of  Santiago,  with  an 
elevation  of  8,500  yards. 

At  12.28  we  received  signal,  "What  is  the  news?"  to  which  answer 
was  made,  "There  is  not  a  Spaniard  in  the  rifle  pits." 

At  12.30  we  were  sent,  "  Eeinforcements  for  the  enemy  reported  "  to 
which  reply  was  made,  "Tell  us  where  they  are  and  we  will  shoot  at 
them." 

At  12.40  signal  received,  "Reported  marching  into  old  fort."  We  re- 
plied, "  The  Gloucester  will  take  care  of  them.  There  is  not  a  man  in 
that  fort."    This  we  could  plainly  see. 

Shortly  after  the  enemy  opened  fire  in  the  ravine  with  a  small  field- 
piece,  which  had  evidently  been  brought  down  from  Santiago,  and  our 
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troops  retired,  having,  as  was  later  heard,  lost  2  men  killed  and  several 
wounded. 

The  New  York  took  position  and  enfiladed  this  ravine,  firing  a  num- 
ber of  4  and  8  inch  shells  into  it,  upon  which  the  firing  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  immediately  ceased  and  nothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  of 
them. 

At  12.50  signal  was  made  to  the  Oregon,  "Fire  one  8-inch  shell  every 
five  miniites  in  the  direction  of  Santiago  at  extreme  elevation." 

This  firing  was  carried  on  by  the  New  York  and  Oregon  until  1.45, 
when  we  ceased  firing  and  stood  back  to  station  on  blockade. 

On  July  1 1  received  the  following  from  General  Shafter: 

July  1, 1898. 
Admiral  Sampson, 

Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Station: 
I  have  been  obliged  to  reduce  my  force  at  Daiquiri  and  Siboney  on  acconnt  of 
stubborn  resistance,  which  necessitated  my  withdrawing  most  of  my  forces  from  these 
points.  I  wish  you  would  keep  a  war  ship  to  protect  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
landings  at  these  places.  We  have  had  some  terrific  fighting,  and  I  judge  our 
casualties  will  reach  500.  I  wish  you  could  silence  the  Punta  Gorda  battery,  which 
has  been  bothering  us  considerably  to-day. 

Wm.  R.  Shafter. 

Kajo,  July  1,  1898. 
Admiral  Sampson,  Siboney: 

General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Admiral  Sampson.  Wishes  him  to  keep  up  his 
fire  on  Santiago  on  the  water  front.  Enemy  has  6-inch  guns  there  annoying  us  very 
much  [in]  our  moves.  Ourtroops  watching  within  ahundred  yards  of  city  on  the  east. 
Will  assault  at  daylight  to-morrow  morning. 

In  consequence  of  these  messages,  the  squadron  was  moved  in  close 
to  the  batteries  and  a  heavy  fire  kept  up  for  two  hours  upon  these,  and 
more  particularly  by  some  of  the  battle  ships  upon  the  Punta  Gorda 
battery.  The  day  previous  a  large  number  of  8-inch  shell  had  been 
fired  into  Santiago  City  from  near  Aguadores  by  the  New  York  and 
Oregon. 

On  the  2d  I  received  the  following  from  General  Shafter : 

July  1, 1898. 
Admiral  Sampson,  Siboney: 

A  few  shells  of  large  size  fell  some  distance  behind  our  lines  to-day.  It  is  hardly 
possible  that  they  came  from  your  ships,  but  I  can  not  account  for  them  unless  they 
came  from  the  enemy's  navy. 

W.  R.  Shatter,  Major-General. 

Terrible  fight  yesterday,  but  my  line  is  now  strongly  intrenched  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  from  town.  I  urge  that  you  make  effort  immediately  to  force  the 
entrance  to  avoid  future  losses  among  my  men,  which  are  already  very  heavy.  You 
can  operate  with  less  loss  of  life  than  I  can.    Please  telephone  answer. 

W.  R.  Shafter,  Major-General. 
The  following  was  telephoned  to  headquarters: 
General  Shafter  : 

Admiral  Sampson  has  this  morning  bombarded  forts  at  entrance  of  Santiago  and 
also  Punta  Gorda  battery  inside,  silencing  their  fire.  Do  you  wish  further  firing  on 
his  part?  Hebeganat  5.30;  finished  at  7.30.  Your  message  to  him  here.  Impossible 
to  force  entrance  until  we  can  clear  channel  of  mines,  a  work  of  some  time  after  forts 
are  taken  possession  of  by  your  troops.  Nothing  in  this  direction  accomplished 
yesterday  by  the  advance  on  Aguadores. 

Lieut.  Staunton. 
and  the  following  received : 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  when  I  can  take  batteries  at  entrance  to  harbor.  If 
they  are  as  difBcult  to  take  as  those  which  we  have  been  pitted  against,  it  will  be 
some  time  and  a  great  loss  of  life.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  why  the  navy  can  not  work 
under  a  destructive  fire  as  well  as  the  army.  My  loss  yesterday  was  over  500  men. 
By  all  means  keep  up  fire  on  everything  in  sight  of  you  until  demolished.  I  expect 
however  in  ^ime,  and  sufficient  men,  to  capture  the  forts  along  the  bay. 

Shafter. 
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I  wrote  General  Shafter  as  follows : 

No.  7.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  Toek,  Ist  Rate, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  July  2, 1898. 

My  Deab  Generai,:  I  have  your  note  of  this  morning— just  received  at  11.20. 

An  officer  of  my  staff  has  already  reported  to  you  the  firing  which  we  did  this 
morning,  but  I  must  say  in  addition  to  what  he  told  you  that  the  forts  which  _we 
silenced  were  not  the  forts  which  would  give  you  any  inconvenience  in  capturing 
the  city,  as  they  can  not  fire  except  to  seaward.  They  can  not  even  prevent  our 
entrance  into  the  harbor  of  Santiago.  Our  trouble  from  the  first  has  been  that  the 
channel  to  the  harbor  is  well  strewn  with  observation  mines,  which  would  certainly 
result  in  the  sinking  of  one  or  more  of  our  ships  if  we  attempted  to  enter  the  harbor, 
and  by  the  sinking  of  a  ship  the  object  of  the  attempt  to  enter  the  harbor  would  be 
defeated  by  the  preventing  of  further  progress  on  our  part. 

It  was  my  hope  that  an  attack,  on  your  part,  of  these  shore  batteries  from  the  rear 
would  leave  us  at  liberty  to  drag  the  channel  for  torpedoes. 

If  it  is  your  earnest  desire  that  we  should  force  our  entrance,  I  will  at  once  pre- 
pare to  undertake  it.  I  think,  however,  that  our  position  and  yours  would  bo  made 
more  difficult  if,  as  is  possible,  we  fail  in  our  attempt. 

We  have  in  our  outfit  at  Guantanamo  40  countermining  mines,  which  I  will  bring 
here  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  and  if  we  can  succeed  in  freeing  the  entrance 
of  mines  by  their  use  I  will  enter  the  harbor. 

This  work,  which  is  unfamiliar  to  us,  will  require  considerable  time. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  loss  of  men  as  it  is  the  loss  of  ships  which  has  until  now 
deterred  me  from  making  a  direct  attack  upon  the  ships  within  the  port. 
Very  truly,  etc. 

W.  T.  Sampson.* 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shafter,  U.  S.  V. 

In  consequence  of  General  Shafter's  request  for  assistance,  a  con- 
sultation was  arranged  to  take  place  the  morning  of  July  3,  and  horses 
were  sent  to  Siboney  for  that  purpose.  I  started  for  Siboney  about 
9  o'clock,  but  the  sortie  of  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet  of  course  prevented 
my  carrying  out  the  arrangement. 

The  plans  which  I  had  proposed  laying  before  General  Shafter,  and 
which  had  been  very  thoroughly  discussed  on  board  by  myself  and 
staff,  included  the  countermining  of  the  harbor  entrance,  the  imme- 
diate entrance  of  the  fleet,  and  the  carrying  of  the  Morro  by  assault 
with  a  thousand  marines  landed  in  Estrella  Cove;  or,  using  the  marines 
for  carrying  the  western  battery,  the  Morro  to  be  attacked  by  a  detach- 
ment of  the  army,  the  advance  being  from  the  direction  of  Aguadores. 
Orders  had  been  sent  to  Guantanamo  June  28  ordering  up  the  Resolute, 
with  a  view  of  using  the  mines  stored  on  board  of  her. 

These  facts  are  given  to  show  how  early  the  matter  of  forcing  the 
harbor  entrance  was  taken  in  hand  with  a  view  to  assisting  the  army. 
My  own  views  had  always  been  that  the  first  effort  of  the  army  should 
have  been  toward  the  carrying  of  the  batteries  at  the  harbor  entrance 
to  enable  us  to  enter  and  countermine  without  a  loss  of  ships,  and  this 
was  in  fact  the  view  of  General  Shafter  when  he  first  arrived,  as 
expressed  to  my  chief  of  staff  when  he  first  went  on  board  the  head- 
quarters ship,  and  also  stated  by  General  Shafter  on  consultation  with 
General  Garcia  and  myself  at  Acerraderos  the  same  day.  The  reasons 
for  change  on  his  part  I  do  not  know. 

On  July  4 1  received  the  following: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 

,    .    ,  ™.  ..,   «  J^^y  i,  1S98. 

Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Commanding  U.  8.  Na/oy  Force) ; 
Through  negligence  of  our  Cuban  allies,  Pando,  with  5,000  men,  entered  the  city 
of  Santiago  last  night.  This  nearly  doubles  their  forces.  I  have  demanded  theu: 
surrender,  which  they  refuse,  but  I  am  giving  them  some  wounded  prisoners  and 
delaying  operations  to  let  foreign  citizens  get  out,  and  there  will  be  no  action  before 
the  6th  and  perhaps  the  7th  instant.    Now,  if  you  will  force  your  way  into  that 

•  Inserted  s.t  Department. 
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harbor  the  town  will  surrender  without  any  farther  sacrifice  of  life.    My  present 
position  has  cost  me  1,000  men,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  lose  anymore.    With  my  forces 
on  one  side  and  yours  on  the  other — and  they  have  a  great  terror  of  the  Navy,  for 
they  know  they  can  not  hurt  you — we  shall  have  them.    I  ask  for  an  early  reply. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  E.  Shaftkr, 
Major-General,  XT.  8.  V.,  Commwnding, 

On  the  5th  of  July  I  received  the  following: 

Washington,  July  5. 
The  following  received  by  War  Department  and  forwarded  to  Navy :  "I  regard 
as  necessary  that  the  Navy  force  entry  into  harbor  not  later  than  July  6,  and  assist 
*  *  "  the  place  shall  (will)  surrender  without  farther  sacrifice  of  life.  Signed, 
Shafter."  Co-operate  with  the  army  in  taking  Santiago  as  according  to  your  best 
judgment  in  the  matter. 

Long. 

Washington,  JvJy  6. 
Order  Betolute  to  proceed  to  Charleston  immediately  ready  to  carry  troops  £com 
Charleston  to  Santiago. 

Long. 

In  consequence  of  the  latter  dispatch,  the  mines  carried  by  the  Reso- 
lute were  transferred  to  the  collier  Lebanon,  and  preparations  for  coun- 
termining continued. 

I  communicated  again  with  General  Shafter  with  reference  to  a  con- 
sultation, and  received  the  following: 

In  Camp  Nbak  Santiago,  July  5, 1898. — (2.13  p.m.) 
General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Admiral  Sampson^  and  he  can  see  him  out  here  at 
any  time,  but  General  Shafter  is  not  able  to  go  into  Siboney.  He  desires  very  much 
to  see  the  Admiral,  and  especially  if  an  attempt  is  to  be  made  to  enter  the  harbor. 
General  Shafter  doubts  his  ability  to  keep  his  command  in  food  through  Siboney. 
Large  reinforcements  of  light  artillery  and  Infantry  are  on  the  way.  General  Shafter 
congratulates  Admiral  Sampson  on  his  splendid  success  with  Spanish  fleet. 

In  Camp  Near  Santiago,  JuZy5,iS95.— (3.12  p.m.) 
I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  confer  with  you  fully  as  to  a  joint  attack>on  San- 
tiago.    I  am  unable  to  ride  in  to  see  you.     Can  you  not  come  here  to  see  me  f    Ifnot, 
I  will  send  two  of  my  staff  officers  in  to-morrow  morning  to  represent  me. 

Shatter,  Commanding. 

In  Camp  Near  Santiago,  July  5,1898. — (3.27  p.m.) 
The  landing  at  Siboney  is  becoming  very  precarious  on  account  of  the  heavy  suri 
which  is  beginning  to  prevail.  Is  it  not  probable  that  the  troops  on  the  west  side 
of  Santiago  Bay,  near  Cabanitas,  have  left,  and  that  place  might  be  utilized  as  a 
landing  place  for  troops  and  supplies?  Will  you  kindly  give  me  your  views  on  the 
subject.     I  fear  we  can  use  Siboney  but  little  longer. 

Shafter,  Commanding. 
also  the  following: 

Washington,  July  5, 1898. — (12.30.) 
The  President  has  jnst  issued  this  order  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy:  "General  Shafter  and  Admiral  Sampson  should  confer  at  once 
for  cooperation  in  taking  Santiago ;  after  the  fullest  exchange  of  views  they  should 
determine  the  time  and  manner  of  attack."  The  Department  desires  you  carry  out 
these  instructions. 

Long. 

I  was  unable  on  the  6th  to  meet  the  engagement  with  General 
Shafter,  as  I  was  ill  abed,  and  I  sent  my  chief  of  staff  to  represent  me. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  minutes  of  an  arrangement  for  joint  action 
made  that  date: 

Headquarters,  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  Son  Juan  Biver,  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 

Minutes  of  a  conversation  between  Captain  Chadwick,  of  the  Navy,  representing  Admiral 
Sampson,  and  General  Shafter: 

That  a  long-continued  bombardment  of  Santiago  from  the  sea,  with  the  heavier  guns 
of  fleet,  the  fleet  firiner  slowly  and  continuously  during,  say,  twenty-four  hoars,  at 
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the  rate  of  one  shell  every  five  minuteB,  excepting  one  hour  at  the  rate  of  one  shell 
every  two  minutes.  This  refers  to  the  8-inoh  shells.  If  this  be  not  sufficient  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  terms,  that  an  assault  be  arranged  on  the  Socapa  Battery,  using 
marines  and  the  Cuban  forces  under  General  Cebreco,  and  an  effort  made  to  enter 
the  harbor  with  some  of  the  smaller  ships  of  the  squadron.*  This  attack  to  be  made 
upon  knowing  the  result  of  a  second  demand  made  upon  the  commanding  oflSoer  of 
the  Spanish  forces  for  the  surrender  of  the  place,  stating  to  him  the  conditions  that 
surround  him,  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  etc.,  and  the  number  of  force  opposed 
to  him.  To  give  him  time  to  consider  the  matter,  the  bombardment  is  fixed  at  noon 
of  the  9th,  unless  he  positively  refuses  to  consider  it  at  all,  when  it  will  be  begun 
at  such  time  as  is  convenient  to  ourselves.  General  Shafter  will  furnish  Admiral 
Sampson  with  correct  map  showing  where  his  lines  will  be,  surrounding  the  city, 
and  also  telegraphic  communication  by  the  way  of  Siboney  down  to  near  Aguadores 
to  give  information  as  to  falling  of  shots. 

A  tacit  understanding  was  at  this  time  in  force  by  which  no  firing 
was  carried  on  by  either  side,  and  this  was  continued  by  the  following 
letter,  drafted  by  my  chief  of  staff,  who  offered  it  as  a  suggestion,  and 
sent  by  General  Shafter: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps, 
Camp  near  San  Juan  River,  Cuba,  July  6, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  view  of  the  events  of  the  3d  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  your 
excellency  certain  propositions  to  which  I  trust  your  excellency  will  give  the  con- 
sideration which,  in  my  opinion,  they  deserve. 

1  inclose  a  bulletin  of  the  engagement  of  Sunday  morning,  which  resulted  in  the 
complete  destruction  of  Admiral  Cervera's  fleet,  the  loss  of  600  of  his  officers  and 
men,  and  the  capture  of  the  remainder.  The  Admiral,  General  Paredes,  and  all  others 
who  escaped  alive,  are  now  prisoners  on  board  the  Harvard  and  St.  Louis,  and  the 
latter  ship,  in  which  are  the  Admiral,  General  Paredes,  and  the  surviving  captains 
(all  except  the  captain  of  the  Almirante  Oquendo,  who  was  slain),  has  already  sailed 
for  the  United  States.  If  desired  by  you,  this  may  be  confirmed  by  your  excellency 
sending  an  officer  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  Admiral  Sampson,  and  he  can  arrange  to 
visit  the  Harvard,  which  will  not  sail  until  to-morrow,  and  obtain  the  details  from 
Spanish  officers  and  men  aboard  that  ship. 

Our  fleet  is  now  perfectly  free  to  act,  and  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  unless  a 
surrender  be  arranged  by  noon  of  the  9th  instant,  a  bombardment  of  the  city  will 
be  begun  and  continued  by  the  heavy  guns  of  our  ships.  The  city  is  within  easy 
range  of  these  guns,  the  8-inoh  being  capable  of  firing  9,500  yards,  the  13-inch  of 
course  much  farther.  .  The  ships  can  so  Ue,  that  with  a  range  of  18,000  yards,  they 
can  reach  the  center  of  the  city. 

I  make  this  suggestion  of  a  surrender  purely  in  a  humanitarian  spirit.  I  do  not 
wish  to  cause  the  slaughter  of  any  more  men,  either  of  your  excellency's  forces  or  my 
own,  the  final  result  under  circumstances  so  disadvantageous  to  your  excellency 
being  a  foregone  conclusion. 

As  your  excellency  may  wish  to  make  reference  of  so  momentous  a  question  to  your 
excellency's  Home  Government,  it  is  for  this  purpose  that  I  have  placed  the  time  of 
the  resumption  of  hostilities  sufficiently  far  in  the  future  to  allow  a  reply  being 
received. 

I  beg  an  early  answer  from  your  excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  E.  Shatter,  Major-General,  Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

The  Generai,  in  Chibf  Commanding  the  Spanish  Forces, 

Santiago  de  Cuba. 

On  July  9  I  received  the  following  dispatch: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  9, 1898. 
Spanish  Commander  proposes  to  abandon  Santiago  if  permitted  to  march  out  to 
Holnuin  and  not  be  attacked  en  route.     The  truce  will  continue  for  the  present  and 
I  will  notify  you  of  its  discontinuance. 

Shafter,  Ma^or-General. 

I  sent  the  following  dispatch  to  General  Shafter : 

I  think  all  batteries  with  guns,  magazines,  etc.,  and  all  fortifications  and  their 
material  should  be  surrendered  intact,  all  contact  mines  taken  up,  and  all  obser- 
vation mines  destroyed  so  that  ships  can  at  once  enter  without  danger. 

*  The  B^na  Mercedes  had  been  sunk  by  the  enemy  in  the  harbor  entrance  the 
night  of  July  4,  and  it  was  considered  impossible  by  the  pilots  for  large  ships  to 
enter.    (Part  of  original  letter.) 
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Eeoeived  the  following  dated  Siboney,  July  9, 1898: 

Headquahtbrs  Fifth  Akmt  Corps. 
Messages  I  sent  you  yesterday  and  today  have  apparently  not  been  received  by 
you.  I  have  just  asked  that  you  commence  firing  on  Santiago  at  4  p.  m.,  and  sent 
you  this  morning  our  latest  map  of  our  position.  Can  you  begin  bombardment 
tomorrow  morningt  If  you  can,  please  do  so,  and  continue  it  as  arranged  with 
Captain  Chadwick. 

Shaftbr,  Major-  General. 

Also: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  10,  1898. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  expected  that  the  bombardment  of  the 
city  of  Santiago  will  begin  This  evening  or  tomorrow  morning.  I  inclose  you  a 
revised  chart  showing  position  of  the  American  and  Spanish  lines.  I  will  communi- 
cate with  you  later  in  the  day  as  to  the  exact  hour  when  the  firing  should  begin, 
and  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  you  be  ready  to  begin  at  4  p.  m.  to-da''^.  The 
falling  of  the  first  shell  will  be  observed  and  the  results  communicated  to  you  by 
signal.  It  would  be  very  disastrous  for  the  morale  of  my  men  to  have  any  of  the 
shell  fall  near  them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  at  first  to  put  your  shots  in  the 
westward  part  of  the  city,  near  the  bay. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 

The  flagship  having  been  obliged  to  go  to  Guantanamo  for  coal,  the 
reception  of  this  message  was  delayed.  Instructions,  however,  had 
been  left  with  Commodore  Watson,  who,  with  Commodore  Schley,  was 
off  Santiago,  in  regard  to  bombardment;  but  Commodore  Watson  leav- 
ing for  Guantanamo  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  I  sent  the  following 
telegram  to  Commodore  Schley: 

Begin  firing  as  requested  by  General  Shafter  as  soon  as  possible,  using  12  and  13 
inch  guns  of  the  Indiana  and  Texas.  Do  not  fire  unless  the  army  is  prepared  to 
signal  you  fall  of  shots  from  Agnadores. 

I  followed  this  telegram,  going  back  to  Aguadores  the  same  evening. 
The  BrooMyn  and  the  Indiana  had  fired  8-inch  shell  for  about  one  hour. 

On  July  11  an  active  interchange  of  signals  took  place  with  the  shore 
signal  station  before  firing  regarding  the  reporting  of  the  fall  of  shot, 
and  after  an  experimental  shot  at  8.25,  the  report  of  the  fall  of  which 
was  awaited,  a  vigorous  bombardment  began  at  9.35,  in  which  the  New 
Yorlc,  Brooklyn,  and  Indiana,  using  8-inch  shell  engaged,  and  was  con- 
tinued untU  1  o'clock,  when  it  ceased  by  request  of  General  Shafter, 
signaled  at  12.10. 

The  following  were  received  and  sent: 

7.50  a.  m.  From  shore  to  fla^: 

General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Captain  Chadwick,  and  he  wishes  fire  commenced 
early  this  morning.  Two  maps  have  been  sent  to  Admiral  Sampson  which  give  the 
distance  to  the  Cathedral.  A  number  of  cable  messages  for  the  fleet  are  held  at 
Siboney;  no  means  of  delivery. 

8.10  a.  m.  From  flag  to  beach : 

We  are  about  to  commence  firing;  will  fire  very  slowly,  and  wish  every  shot 
reported. 

8.40  a.  m.  From  flag  to  shore: 

Where  did  that  shot  fall? 

8.45  a.  m.  From  shore  to  flag: 

We  are  waiting  report  from  front. 
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9.00  a.  m.  From  flag  to  shore: 

Ask  front  if  fall  of  shot  was  observed. 

9.15  a.  m.  Prom  flag  to  beach: 

Next  shot  will  be  fired  at  9.25 ;  keep  slrarp  lookout. 

9.30  a.  m.  From  beach  to  flag: 

Your  shot  fell  200  yards  east  of  Del  Loute  Hospital;  shot  should  be  d  rected  half 
mile  farther  west. 

9.45  a.  m.  From  flag  to  beach: 

Give  us  the  faU  as  quickly  as  possible. 

9.50  a.  m.  From  beach  to  flag: 

Second  shot  was  well  placed.    A  vigorous  bombardment  until  12  noon  requested. 

Shaftbr. 

10.20  a.  m.  From  flag  to  BrooMyn: 

Fire  shot  every  five  minutes ;  our  shots  are  falling  right,  using  range  8,500  yards, 
north-northwest  from  our  position. 

11.25  a.  m.  From  flag  to  BrooMyn: 
Please  fire  three  shots  every  five  minutes. 

11.25  a.  m.  From  flag  to  beach: 
How  is  firing? 

11.32  a.  m.  From  beach  to  flag: 

striking  city  with  no  apparent  result.     I  think  firing  with  big  guns  should  begin. 

Shai'tf.r. 

11.40  a.  m.  From  flag  to  beach: 
Shall  we  cease  firing  at  12  o'clock  f 

11.45  a.  m.  From  BrooMyn  to  flag: 
Do  you  know  how  shells  are  falling  ? 

11.50  a.  m.  From  flag  to  BrooMyn: 
Striking  in  city. 

12  a.  m.  From  beach  to  flag : 

Please  continue  firing  with  heavy  guns  until  1  o'clock;  then  cease  firing  until 
further  orders. 

Shatter. 
12.35  p.  m.  From  beach  to  flag: 

General  Castillo  reports  that  Santa  Anna  church  has  been  turned  into  a  powder 
magazine. 

Shafter. 
12.45  p.  m.  From  beach  to  flag : 

The  church  is  west  of  Beina  Mercedes  Barracks.  Discontinue  at  once.  I  am  going 
to  put  up  a  flag  of  truce. 

Shafter. 
12.55  p.  m.  From  flag  to  Brooklyn; 

Go  to  Sibonney  and  see  what  news  there  is. 

1.30  p.  m.  From  Yale  to  flag: 

General  Miles  is  on  board.    Have  you  any  message  for  him  f 

4.45  p.  m.  From  Brooklyn  to  flag: 

General  Shafter  states  that  fire  from  ships  very  accurate ;  shell  falling  in  city. 
Lines  have  been  advanced.  Flag  of  truce  went  forward  to  demand  unconditional 
surrender.  Will  communicate  with  you  fully  directly  to  Agaadores  as  to  time  of  fir- 
ing and  result  of  truce. 
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12  p.  m.  Tale  to  flag : 

Admiral,  I  would  like  to  land  troops  ftom  Columbia,  Tale,  and  Duchess  west  of 
Santiago  Bay,  and  to  follow  it  up  with  additional  troops  moving  against  the  Span- 
ish troops  defending  Santiago  on  west.  I  will  he  glad  if  you  can  designate  the 
most  available  place  for  disembarking  troops  and  render  all  the  assistance  practi- 
cable to  the  troops  as  they  move  east.  Will  notify  you  when  troops  are  ready  for 
movement.    An  officer  conversant  with  the  locality — will  be  glad  to  see  him. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,' Commander  in  Chief. 

Immediately  steps  were  taken  to  give  the  assistance  asked  for  by 
General  Miles. 

The  following  is  the  report  from  the  front  of  the  fall  of  oar  shell : 

Headquarters,  July  IS,  1898. 
Admiral  Sampson: 

Report  of  naval  firing  July  11, 1898 : 

No.    1.    9.30,  could  not  see  where  it  went. 

No.    2.  10,03,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.    3.  10.08,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.    4.  10.14,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.    5.  10.16,  heard  no  explosion;  did  not  see  where  it  struck. 

No.    6.  10.20,  exploded,  apparently,  in  lower  part  of  city,  near  the  bay 

No.    7.  10.21,  exploded  in  south  part  of  city;  could  not  see  a  thing. 

No.    8.  10.25,  no  explosion. 

No.    9.  10.25,  could  not  tell  where  it  went. 

No.  10.  10.28,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.  11.  10.30,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.  12.  10.30,  exploded;  could  not  see  where  it  struck. 

No.  13.  10.36,  exploded;  could  not  see  where  it  struck. 

No.  14.  10.35,  exploded;  could  not  see  where  it  struck. 

No.  15.  10.36,  exploded;  could  not  see  where  it  struck. 

No.  16.  10.40,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.  17.  10.40,  explosion  in  town;  could  not  see  where. 

No.  18.  10.45,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.  19.  10.45,  explosion  down  here ;  for  the  front,  apparently. 

No.  20.  10.46,  explosion  down  here;  for  the  front,  apparently. 

No.  21.  10.50,  explosion  on  slope  toward  water  front ;  out  of  sight. 

No.  22.  10.51,  exploded  on  south  side  of  town ;  could  not  be  seen. 

No.  23.  10.54,  exploded  on  east  side  of  town,  expect;  not  seen. 

No.  24.  10.55,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  25.  11.01,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  26.  11.01,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  28.  11.03,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  29.  11.05,  explosion  on  side  toward    »     *     * 

No.  30.  11.10,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  31.  11.11,  no  explosion  heard. 

No.  32.  11.15,  explosion  on  city,  toward  bay ;  not  seen. 

No.  33.  11.16,  no  explosion;  saw  fire  in  city,  but  did  not  last  long. 

No.  34.  11.21,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  35.  11.24,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  36.  11.25,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  37.  11.28,  heard  no  explosion. 

No.  38.  11.30,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  39.  11.33,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  40.  11.33,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  41.  11.34,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  42.  11.35,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  43.  11.36,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  44.  11.37,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  45.  11.38,  exploded  on  slope  toward  bay. 

No.  46.  11.40,  exploded  beyond  the  city, 

AH  shells  explode  on  slope  toward  bay;  can  not  see  where  they  strike. 

F.  West,  Captain,  Sixth  Cavalry. 

On  the  12th  I  received  the  following  dispatch: 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  11, 1898. 
My  lines  are  now  complete  to  the  bay  north  of  Santiago.    Your  shots  can  be 
observed  from  there  perfectly,  at  least  those  that  fall  in  the  town.    Flames  foUowed 
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several  shots  fired  to-day.  A  number  of  shots  fell  in  hay  very  close  to  a  small  gnn- 
boat  lying  near  shore.  At  present  they  are  considering  a  demand  for  unconditional 
surrender.  I  will  notify  you  of  the  result.  I  think  it  advisable  to  put  some  heavy 
shots — say  10  to  13  inches — to-morrow,  and  see  if  we  can  not  start  a  fire.  Be  careful 
not  to  shoot  beyond  the  town,  as  my  troops  are  within  1^^  miles  of  it,  and  you  will 
be  firing  directly  toward  us. 

Shaftek,  Major-General. 

As  a  preparation  looking  to  farther  bombardment  a  message  was 
sent  on  the  12th  to  Commodore  Watson,  at  Guantanamo,  to  send  the 
Oregon  and  the  Massachusetts  with  the  purpose  of  using  these  two  ships 
and  the  Indiana  in  the  bombardment  with  13-inch  shells;  and  sent  the 
following,  at  1.50  p.  m.,  to  General  Shafter,  by  signal: 

Admiral  Sampson  proposes  to  begin  bombardment  to-morrow  morning  with  13-inch 
shell,  unless  there  are  reasons  for  not  doing  so.  Will  General  Shafter  please  inform 
him  of  the  distance  of  the  fall  of  the  shot  from  the  cathedral,  using  the  cathedral  as 
a  point  of  reference,  and  he  would  particularly  like  to  know  immediately  if  any 
shell  fall  in  the  water. 

8.05  p.  m.  From  Yale  to  flag : 

General  Miles  is  still  at  the  front,  and  will  remain  there  to-night.  He  desires  Gen- 
eral Garretson  to  be  ready  to  land  early  to-morrow  morning. 

8.10  p.  m.  From  flag  to  Yale: 

Where  will  troops  land,  and  is  our  assistance  needed? 

From  General  Shafter : 

A  truce  now  exists,  and  will  probably  continue  all  day  to-morrow,  the  13th. 

8.25  p.  m.  From  Yale  to  flag: 

Do  not  know,  but  assistance  will  be  needed. 

9.15  p.  m.  From  flag  to  Yale: 

General  Shafter  telegraphs  that  a  truce  will  exist  throughout  to-morrow. 

The  following  was  interchanged  between  General  Shafter's  signal 
station  and  the  flagship : 
7.55  a.  m..  From  shore  to  ship : 

General  Miles  and  I  are  going  to  have  a  conference  with  General  Borno  this  morn- 
ing about  the  surrender  of  the  place.    Please  have  no  firing  until  due  notice. 

Shaitbr. 

July  13,  9.05  a.  m.  From  flag  to  shore: 

As  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  engaged  in  joint  operations,  I  expect 
to  be  represented  in  any  conference  held  to  arrange  the  terms  of  the  surrender  of 
Santiago,  including  the  surrender  of  the  shipping  and  the  harbor.  Questions  are 
involved  of  importance  to  both  branches  of  the  service. 

Sampson. 

2.40  p.  m.  From  shore  to  ship : 
Admiral  Sampson: 

I  shaU  be  glad  to  have  you  represented,  but  diflSoult  to  let  you  know ;  conference 
may  take  place  at  any  hour.  I  should  recommend  that  you  send  an  oflScer  for  that 
purpose  to  remain  at  my  headquarters.  Should  it  not  be  convenient  for  yon  to  do 
so,  I  will  endeavor  to  give  notice  and  see  that  an  of&cer  can  be  present  when  final 
terms  are  agreed. 

Shaftkr. 
3.15  p.  m.  From  ship  to  shore : 

I  am  now  prepared  to  shell  the  city  of  Santiago  with  three  of  my  largest  ironclads 
with  13-inch  projectiles.    Will  await  your  signal.  ' 

Sampson. 
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6.45  p.  m.  From  shore  to  ship : 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps. 
We  will  send  important  dispatch  by  Mr.  Hobson  to  you  this  evening.    Please  have 
boat  foi  him.    He  leaves  at  6  o'clock. 

Miles. 

The  following  telegrams  were  received : 

Santiago  db  Cuba,  July  IS,  1898. 
A  truce  exists  and  negotiations  are  now  pending  with  Spanish  commander.    All 
firing  must  be  discontinued  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities.     Due  notice  of  the 
commencement  will  be  given  you. 

Shatter,  Major-General. 

Washington,  July  IS,  1898. 
The  Commanding  General  of  the  Army  urges,  and  Secretary  of  War  urgently 
requests,  that  Navy  force  harbor.  Confer  with  commander  of  Army,  wishing  to  do 
al!  that  is  reasonably  possible  to  insure  the  surrender  of  the  enemy.  I  leave  the 
matter  to  your  discretion,  except  that  the  United  States  armored  vessels  must  not 
be  risked. 

Long. 

The  following  reached  the  flagship  July  14: 

Shore  to  flag,  6  a.  m. : 

July  13. 
Admiral  Sampson: 

Message  about  being  ready  to  open  fire  with  13-inch  guns  received.  Thanks.  I 
believe  they  will  surrender  before  noon  to-morrow.  If  not,  I  wUl  want  you  to  open 
fire.    I  will  notify  you. 

Shafter. 

The  following  copy  of  a  telegram  was  received  from  Washington 
July  13: 

Washington,  July  IS,  1898. 
Major-General  Miles: 

You  may  accept  surrender  by  granting  parole  to  officers  and  men.  The  officers 
and  men,  after  parole,  to  be  permitted  to  return  to  Spain,  the  United  States  assist- 
ant. If  not  accepted,  then  assault,  unless  in  your  judgment  an  assault  would  fail. 
Consult  with  Sampson  and  pursue  such  course  as  to  the  affair  as  you  jointly  agree 
upon.    Matter  should  be  settled  promptly. 

R.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 

I  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the  following: 

July  14, 1898. 
Published  telegrams  of  General  Shafter,  Herald  of  July  6,  reflect  on  the  Navy.  I 
wish  the  Department  and  the  President  to  understand  that  the  first  requisite  to 
opening  harbor  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  is  the  occupation  of  forts  and  intrenchments  at 
its  entrance  guarding  mine  fields,  and  that  the  general  has  never  made  a  move  to  do 
this,  although  before  his  army  landed  he  stated  that  such  was  the  primary  object  of 
his  operations.  If  the  general  chooses  to  ignore  the  sea  approaches  and  to  attack 
Santiago  to  the  east  and  north  that  is  his  affair,  but  it  should  be  clearly  understood 
that  this  attack  does  not  influence  the  situation  at  the  harbor  entrance,  from  which 
his  left  flank  is  distant  not  less  than  4  miles.  I  have  been  ready  at  any  time  during 
the  last  three  weeks  to  silence  works,  to  clear  entrance  of  mines,  and  to  enter  harbor 
whenever  the  Army  will  do  the  part  which  the  proper  conduct  of  war  assigns  to  it. 
To  throw  my  ships  to  certain  destruction  upon  mine  fields  would  be  suicidal  folly, 
and  I  have  not  the  force  to  form  landing  party  strong  enough  to  insure  the  capture 
of  the  forts.  No  disagreements  mentioned  by  the  paper  have  been  brought  to  my 
notice  by  General  Shafter. 

I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Shafter: 

Hbadquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  14, 1898. 
Apparently  there  is  every  prospect  of  capitulation.    I  will  inform  you  earliest 
practicable  moment. 

Shafter,  Major-General. 
6898 40 
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9.25  a.  m.    From  shore  to  ship : 

Headquaktbes  Near  Santiago,  July  14,1898. 
Admiral  Sampson: 

Send  copy  of  telegram  received  yesterday  from  WasMngton.  Our  terms  to  Spanish 
general  are  parole  and  transportation  to  Spain.  They  offer  to  surrender  eastern 
part  of  Santiago,  from  Aferdo  to  Cavtaooalayo,  thence  to  Sagua,  and  ammunition 
and  siege  guns,  and  march  with  men  and  what  arms.  What  is  your  best  judgment? 
What  have  you  to  suggest  in  view  of  the  situation,  and  the  important  duty  for  Army 
and  Navy  in  the  immediate  future?    Answer  requested  at  once, 

N.  A.  Miles,  Major-General  Commanding. 

This  was  replied  to  as  follows : 

Sir:  Replying  to  your  request,  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  from  the 
Departmeut.  We  are  constantly  receiving  telegrams  from  the  Department  at  Wash- 
ington, and  I  believe  the  one  inclosed  is  the  one  to  which  you  refer;  if  not,  please 
let  me  know.     (Telegram  dated  Washington,  July  13,  "Arising.") 

and  by  signal  from  ship  to  shore  at  10.45  a.  m. : 

Major-General  Miles: 

The  only  suggestion  which  I  have  to  make  to  the  terms  of  surrender  in  addition  to 
those  which  you  have  telegraphed  me  are  that  the  Spanish  shall  remove  or  destroy 
all  torpedoes  in  the  channel  to  the  harbor  and  the  harbor  itself.  I  understand  by 
siege  guns  are  meant  the  guns  in  the  batteries  facing  the  sea,  including  those  on  the 
east  and  west  sides  of  the  entrance  and  upon  the  Funta  Gorda.  With  these  guns  I 
shall  be  satisfied. 

Sampson. 

1.15  p.  m.    Prom  shore  to  flag: 

Admiral  Sampson: 

I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  send  to  these  headquarters  an  ofiBcer  to  represent  you 
daring  negotiations  for  evacuation. 

Miles. 

1.38  p.  m.    Prom  flag  to  shore : 

General  Miles: 

When  do  you  want  Admiral  Sampson's  representative  there?  Or  when  can  he  get 
a  horse  ? 

Before  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  anyone  could  be  sent 
the  following  was  received : 
2.23  p.  m.     From  shore  to  flag : 

Admiral  Sampson: 
The  enemy  has  surrendered.     Will  be  down  and  see  you  soon. 

Miles. 

2.35  p.  m.    Prom  flag  to  shore : 

Secretary  op  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C, : 

Santiago  has  surrendered. 

Sampson. 

At  10.37  a.  m.  on  July  15  I  sent  to  General  Shaffcer  the  following: 
General  SHArxER: 

What  are  the  terms  of  surrender  and  when  is  it  proposed  to  occupy  the  city  ano. 
harbor  ? 

Sampson. 
and  at  3.40  p.  m.,  same  date,  received  the  following: 
Admiral  Sampson: 

Hitch  in  negotiations;  we  may  have  to  fight  for  it  yet.  They  wish  to  refer  to 
Spain. 

General  Shafteb. 
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At  7.05  and  at  8.45  sent  the  following: 

Is  there  any  further  news  aa  to  progress  of  negotiations  t 

Sampson. 
General  Shaptes: 

Is  there  any  change  in  the  sitnation  since  yonr  dispatch  of  this  afternoon  inform- 
ing me  of  hitch  in  negotiations? 

On  the  16th  of  July  the  following  was  received : 

Enemy  has  surrendered.  Will  you  send  some  [one]  to  represent  Navy  in  the 
matter! 

Shaj-tek. 
also 

Headquarters  Fifth  Armt  Corps, 
On  hoard  U.  S.  S.  Yale,  off  Siboney,  July  16, 1898. 
Sir  :  There  appears  to  he  a  little  delay  in  the  full  surrender  of  the  Santiago  gar- 
rison, which  I  attribute  more  to  formalities  than  anything  else.  There  can  he  no 
doubt  of  the  purpose  of  the  Spanish  to  surrender.  They  did  so,  in  fact,  in  a  formal, 
positive  manner.  The  terms  of  capitulation  were  agreed  to  and  have  been  signed  by 
the  commissioners  of  both  armies.  At  the  request  of  the  Spanish  officials  delay  has 
been  granted  until  they  can  hear  from  Madrid,  which  they  seem  positive  will  soon 
be  a  matter  of  fact,  and  am  glad  that  the  Navy  has  been  able  to  contribute  such  an 
important  part. 

A  copy  of  the  agreement  of  capitulation  signed  by  the  commissioners  is  herewith 
inclosed  for  yonr  information. 
Very  respectfully. 

Nelson  A.  Miles, 
Major-General,  Commanding. 

The  foregoing  certainly  shows  clearly  the  most  absolute  joint  action, 
and  I  took  for  granted  that  we  should  be  joint  signatories  of  any  capit- 
ulations, as  is  customary  in  all  services  in  such  circumstances.  Many 
instances  could  be  cited  if  references  were  available;  one  at  least  how- 
ever is  at  hand,  in  Parkman's  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  where,  at  the  siege 
of  Louisburg  (1768),  Admiral  Boscawen  and  General  Amherst  sign  all 
communications  to  the  enemy  jointly,  the  Admiral's  name  appearing 
first. 

Captain  Chadwick  arrived  at  the  front  at  the  earliest  hour  it  was 
possible  for  him  to  do  so,  and  informed  General  Shafter  of  my  expec- 
tancy in  the  matter,  but  General  Shafter  peremptorily  refused.  The 
convention  had  already  been  signed,  and  he  stated  as  one  reason  that 
nothing  had  been  said  of  the  Army  in  my  report  of  the  fleet  action  of 
July  3.  There  would  have  been  as  much  reason  for  mentioning  the 
Navy  in  the  report  of  the  land  action  of  July  1,  when  assault  was  made 
by  our  army  on  the  Spanish  lines. 

No  mention  was  made  of  the  shipping  in  the  capitulations,  and  Cap- 
tain Chadwick  informed  General  Shafter  that  all  Spanish  ships  would 
be  regarded  by  us  as  property  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Navy.  He  said 
he  would  refer  such  a  matter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  that,  of 
course,  could  have  no  bearing  upon  what  I  considered  my  duty  in  the 
matter,  particularly  in  the  view  of  our  late  experience  of  Spanish  per- 
fidy in  regard  to  injury  of  ships,  which  in  my  opinion  made  it  neces- 
sary to  look  after  their  safety  at  once.  I  thus,  after  the  hauling  down 
of  the  Spanish  flag,  sent  prize  crews  on  board  the  gunboat  Alvarado 
and  to  the  five  merchant  steamers  in  the  harbor.  An  ofQcer  of  the 
Army  was  found  on  board  the  Alvarado.,  who  stated  he  had  been  sent 
to  take  charge  of  her,  whereupon  I  addressed  the  following  letter  to 
General  Shafter: 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  July  17, 1898. 

SiB :  Upon  sending  in  an  ofScer  to  take  charge  of  the  captured  Spanish  gunboat, 
the  Alvarado,  it  was  fonnd  that  one  of  yonr  ofGcers  was  on  board,  evidently  with  the 
expectation  of  taking  charge  of  her.  It  should  hardly  be  necessary  to  remind  you 
that  in  all  joint  operations  of  the  character  of  those  which  have  resulted  in  the  fall 
of  Santiago  aU  floating  material  is  turned  over  to  the  Navy,  as  all  forts,  etc.,  go  to 
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the  Army.  I  have  been  lying  within  500  yaids  of  the  Moiro,  from  which  the  Spanish 
flag  was  hauled  down  at  9  o'clock  and  upon  which  the  United  States  flag  has  not 
yet,  at  2  p.  m.,  been  hoisted.  Although  my  forces  have  frequently  engaged  these 
foits  and  yours  have  not  exchanged  a  shot  with  them,  I  await  the  arrival  of  a  detach- 
ment of  your  troops  to  take  possession,  as  they  mnst  eventually  occupy  them.  I 
expect  the  same  cousideration. 

I  request  that  you  will  relieve  Lieutenant  Caruthers  of  the  duty  given  him,  as  I 
have  directed  Lieutenant  Marble  to  assume  command  of  the  Alvarado. 
Very  respentfuUy,  etc. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  I  received  from  the  senior  naval 
ofl&cer  in  the  harbor  a  paper  sent  him,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy: 

Santiago,  July  17, 1898. 

Lieutenant  Doyle  can  keep  his  men  on  the  ships  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morning 
one  of  the  tugs  will  get  up  steam  and  transfer  him  with  his  ofBcers  aud  men  to  their 
respective  ships. 

C.   McKlBBINS, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding. 

I  at  once  sent  the  following: 

Sik:  The  following  has  just  been  sent  me  by  Lieutenant  Doyle,  in  charge  of 
Spanish  prizes  in  the  harbor  of  Santiago : 

"Santiago,  July  17, 1898. 
"Lieutenant  Doyle  can  keep  his  men  o'n  the  ships  for  the  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing one  of  the  tugs  will  get  np  steam  and  transfer  him  with  his  ofScers  and  men  to 
their  respective  ships. 

C.  McKlBBINS, 

"Brigadier-General,  Commanding." 

I  will  not  enter  into  any  expression  of  surprise  at  the  reception  of  such  a  paper. 

No  mention  of  the  shipping  was  made  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  thovgh  I 
specially  requested  that  it  be  included  by  my  message  to  you  of  July  13. 

Our  operations  leading  to  the  fall  of  Santiago  have  been  joint,  so  directed  by  the 
President  and  so  confirmed  by  their  character.  All  propriety  and  usage  surrenders 
the  floating  material  in  such  cases  to  the  naval  force,  and  I  have  taken  possession 
of  it. 

I  am  unable  to  recognize  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  over  my  actions. 
I  have  telegraphed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  await  his  instructions. 

In  the  event  of  a. difference  of  opinion  between  the  Departments,  the  question 
will,  of  course,  be  decided  by  the  President  of  the  United  States ;  until  then  my  prize 
crews  mnst  remain  in  charge,  and  I  have  so  directed. 
Very  respectfully,  etc., 

Maj.  Gen.  W.  R.  Shaftbr,  U.  S.  V., 

Commanding  Fifth  Army  Corps. 

The  act  of  surrender  took  place  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th.  The  commander  in  chief,  or  any  other  officer  of  the  squadron 
which  had  been,  as  the  preceding  shows,  acting  to  the  best  of  its  power 
in  assisting  in  the  reduction  of  the  place,  was  not  asked  to  be  present. 
This,  of  course,  may  have  been  a  mere  oversight,  but  it  is,  of  course,  to 
be  regretted  that  any  such  should  take  place.  Had  the  Navy  been 
withdrawn  after  the  action  of  the  3d— after  which  all  the  fleet's  opera- 
tions were  to  aid  the  army— all  the  shipping  referred  to  would  have 
escaped  and  our  Army  have  become  the  besieged  instead  of  the  be- 
siegers, as  of  course  the  Beina  Mercedes  aud  the  gunboat  Alvarado 
would  have  been  free  to  destroy  or  drive  off  the  transport  fleet.  I  do 
not  think  the  commanding  general  quite  appreciates  how  necessary  a 
part  our  forces  were  to  the  reduction  of  Santiago  and  the  surrender  of 
its  garrison  in  any  case  independently  of  the  effect  of  our  shell,  which 
latter  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  the  surrender  at 
this  time. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  JV., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

The  Seceetaby  of  the  Navy,  -^"^**'  ^<^»**c  Station. 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  JD.  0. 
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132834. 

[Keport  of  board  on  effect  of  shelUng  Santiago.] 

U.  S.  FiiAGSHip  New  Yoee,  1st  Bate, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  July  24, 1898. 

Sib:  In  oompliance  with  your  order  of  July  19  appointing  as  a  board 
to  report  on  the  effect  of  shell  in  Santiago,  we  have  to  submit  the 
following': 

On  JiUy  20  we  called  at  the  army  headquarters,  and  General  Wood, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  city,  detailed  Colonel  Bvers  and  Captain  Muller 
to  assist  us.  At  police  headquarters  we  obtained  a  map  of  the  city 
and  a  list  of  57  houses  which  had  been  struck  by  our  shell. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  houses  In  which  desti-uction  by  8-inch  shell 
was  noticeable: 

CaUe  de  GaUo  'So.  89.  Completely  destroyed  by  an  8-inch  shell 
bursting  after  passing  through  brick  wall  1  foot  thick. 

Calle  de  Gallo  No.  87.  Adjoining  house,  interior  completely  wrecked 
by  fragments  of  same  shell.  Eight  holes  of  3  feet  diameter  each  in 
brick  walls. 

Calle  de  Gallo  No.  81.  Not  wholly  destroyed.  Eoof  carried  away 
and  interior  completely  wrecked.  Shell  evidently  exploded  on  striking 
roof. 

Calle  de  Gallo  No.  79.  This  shell  was  armor  piercing ;  it  went  through 
four  walls,  completely  wrecking  interior,  and  was  found  in  ground  unex- 
ploded.    Letters  T.  F.  J.  on  base. 

Calle  de  GaUo  No.  77.  This  house  struck  by  above  shell  and  interior 
demolished. 

Calle  de  Joacim  No.  25.  Interior  completely  demolished;  shell  burst 
after  entering  first  wall,  and  fragments  destroyed  the  other  walls. 

Calle  de  San  Feermin  No.  27.  Six  holes  of  3-feet  diameter  in  the 
walls.    Interior  demolished. 

Calle  de  Trinidad  No.  15.  Shell  tore  large  holes  through  roof  and 
three  walls  and  buried  itself  in  ground  without  exploding.  The  roof 
was  a  complete  wreck, 

Calle  de  Trinidad  No.  23.  This  was  an  old  house  and  completely 
wrecked.  The  8-inch  shell  was  found  in  the  rubbish  with  only  the  base 
blown  out  and  the  screw  thread  intact. 

Calle  de  Trinidad  No.  27.  The  roof  and  interior  of  this  house  wholly 
destroyed  by  shell  bursting  on  roof. 

Calle  de  Bartholom^  No.  29.  This  house  was  a  complete  wreck,  not 
even  a  portion  of  the  walls  were  standing.  The  shell  had  evidently 
exploded  and  set  fire  to  the  house. 

Carmen  No.  5.  Two  shell  had  struck  this  house  and  were  not 
exploded.    The  house  was  a  complete  wreck. 

Trinidad  No.  17.    Interior  a  complete  wreck;  walls  in  bad  condition. 

Trinidad  No.  13.  Half  of  house  completely  destroyed  by  explosion 
of  8-inch  shell  outside  of  wall. 

In  the  Calle  de  Marina,  in  a  length  of  600  yards,  were  found  19  holes 
made  by  8-inch  shell.  The  average  size  was  5  by  12  feet  and  4  feet  deep. 
Many  of  the  shell  had  not  exploded  and  were  found  intact  near  the 
holes.  From  the  direction  of  the  fire  and  the  fact  that  the  street  runs 
close  to  the  water's  edge,  also  from  statement  of  eyewitnesses  detailed 
to  watch  fall  of  shot,  we  believe  that  a  great  many  shell  fell  in  the  water 
and  that  a  considerable  number  went  beyond  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

The  above  mentioned  are  the  most  important. 

Had  the  ships  been  allowed  to  direct  their  fire  more  toward  the  center 
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of  the  city  the  destruction  would  have  been  very  great.    As  it  was, 
the  result  was  startling  and  a  great  deal  of  property  was  destroyed. 

We  believe  that  the  bombardment  by  the  ships  had  much  to  do  with 
the  early  surrender  of  the  city. 
Tracing  is  appended. 

Very  respectftilly,  W.  E,  EuSH, 

Lieutenant,  U.  S.  JT. 
L.  S.  Van  Dxjzee, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N. 
L,  0.  Palmeb, 

Ensign,  U.  8.  F. 

The  COMMANDBE  IN  OhIBP. 
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[Assistance  rendered  Army  by  TJnlted  States  Tessels,  and  telegram  received  £rom  G-eneral  Shafter 
Telatire  to  capitulation  articles.} 

No.  303.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  Yoek,  1st  Eatb, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  4, 1898. 
SiK :  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  telegram  received  on  the  first  instant  from 
General  Shafter,  in  answer  to  one  which  had  been  sent  him  in  obedi- 
ence to  your  telegram  received  by  me  on  the  20th  of  July. 

Santiago,  Awgugt  1, 1898. 
I  do  not  acknowledge  the  anthority  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the  matter  in 
which  yon  wire  me.  The  surrender  of  Santiago  was  made  to  me  by  General  Toral  in 
person,  in  surrendering  verbally  all  the  prisoners  and  public  property  of  Spain  in  the 
district  commanded  by  him,  and  I  accepting  the  same  in  the  presence  of  troops  rep- 
resenting all  the  respective  armies.  The  details  for  carrying  this  into  eflfect  were 
arranged  by  three  commissioners  on  each  side.  These  articles  were  signed  by  the 
respective  commissioners  in  duplicate,  one  copy  handed  to  General  Toral  and  the 
other  was  sent  by  me  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Neither  General  Toral  or  myself 
signed  them.  Certainly  could  not  and  would  not  present  these  articles  to  any  officer 
for  signature,  my  own  not  being  affixed,  and  I  shall  protest  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
against  your  signature  to  that  document.  I  respectfully  invite  your  attention  to  the 
fact  that  no  claim  for  any  credit  for  the  capture  of  Cervera  and  his  fleet  has  been 
made  by  the  Army,  although  it  is  a  fact  the  Spanish  fleet  did  not  leave  the  harbor 
nntil  the  investment  of  the  city  was  practically  completed,  and  Cervera  had  suffi- 
cient losses  on  land  on  Jnly  1  and  2,  notably  among  them  his  chief  of  staff. 

W.  R.  Shafter,  Major-General. 

I  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  this  telegram,  and  without  any 
argument  or  discussion  on  my  part.  The  fact  that  General  Shafter 
did  not  sign  the  terms  of  capitulation  may  be  a  reason  that  I  should 
not.    This  matter  should  be  decided  at  Washington. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  every  possible  way. 
General  Shafter  has  had  the  assistance  of  this  fleet  in  compelling  the 
surrender  of  the  city  of  Santiago.  Following  are  copies  of  telegrams, 
signals,  and  other  communications  referring  to  the  bombardment  of  the 
city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

JULT  10. 
To  Commodore  Schley  : 

Begin  firing,  as  requested  by  General  Shafter,  as  soon  as  possible,  nsing  12  and  13 
inch  guns  of  the  Indiana  and  Texas.  Do  not  fire  unless  the  Army  is  prepared  to  sig- 
nal yon  fall  of  shots  from  Aguadores. 

Sampson. 
Hbadqitarters  Fifth  Asmt  Corps,  July  10. 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  expected  that  the  bombardment  of  the 
city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba  will  begin  this  evening  or  to-morrow  morning.    I  inolose 
yon  a  leyiaed  ohart,  showing  position  of  the  American  aad  Spanish  UMa.    I  will 
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communicate  to  you  later  in  the  day  tlie  exact  hour  -when  the  firing  should  begin, 
and  it  is  respectfully  requested  that  you  be  ready  to  begin  at  i  p.  m.  to-day.  The 
falling  of  the  first  shell  will  be  observed  and  the  results  communicated  to  you  by  sig- 
nal. It  would  be  very  disastrous  for  the  morale  of  my  men  to  have  any  of  the  shell 
fall  near  them,  and  I  think  it  would  be  better  at  first  to  put  your  shots  in  the  west- 
ward part  of  the  city,  near  the  bay. 

"W.  K.  Shaptbr,  Major-General,  TJ.  S.  V. 

July  10. 
I  desire  you  to  begin  firing  upon  Santiago  de  Cuba  as  near  4  p.  m.  to-day  as  pos- 
sible. 

W.  E.  Shatter. 

Hbadquaktbrs  Fifth  Armt  Corps,  July  9. 
Messages  I  sent  you  yesterday  and  to-day  have  apparently  been  received  by  you. 
I  have  just  asked  that  you  commence  firing  on  Santiago  at  4  p.  m.,  and  sent  yon  this 
morning  our  latest  map  of  our  position.  Can  you  begin  bombardment  to-morrow 
momingt  If  you  can,  please  do  so  and  continue  it  as  arranged  with  Captain  Chad- 
wiok. 

W.  E.  Shaftek,  Major-General. 

Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps,  July  10 — 9.10  p.  m. 
Two  maps  have  been  sent  you,  one  yesterday  and  one  to-day.    Have  you  got  them  f 

Shafteb,  Major-General. 

Signal  messagei  received  and  sent. 

July  11,  7.50  a.  m.  Shore  to  ship:  "General  Shafter's  compliments  to  Captain 
Chadwick,  and  he  wishes  fire  commenced  early  this  morning.  Two  maps  have  been 
sent  to  Admiral  Sampson  which  give  the  distance  to  the  cathedral.     •     *     *" 

8.10  a.  m.  From  ship  to  shore :  "  We  are  about  to  commence  firing;  will  fire  very 
slowly  and  wish  every  shot  reported." 

8.40  a.  m.    From  flag  to  shore :  "Where  did  that  shot  fall?" 

8.45  a.m.     From  shore  to  flag :  "We  are  waiting  report  fi-om  front." 

9  a.  m.    From  flag  to  shore :  "Ask  front  if  fall  of  shot  was  observed." 

9.15  a.  m.  Prom  flag  to  shore :  "  Next  shot  will  be  fired  at  9.25 ;  keep  sharp  look- 
out." 

9.30  a.  m.  From  shore  to  ship :  "Your  shot  fell  200  yards  east  of  Del  Loute  Hos- 
pital.    Shot  should  be  directed  half  mile  farther  west." 

9.45  a.  m.    Prom  ship  to  shore :  "Give  us  the  fall  as  quickly  as  possible." 

9.50  a.  m.  From  shore  to  ship:  "Second  shot  was  well  placed.  A  vigorous  bom- 
bardment until  12  noon  requested." 

10.20  a.m.  From  ship  to  Veiuviua:  "Fire  shot  every  five  minutes.  Our  shot  are 
fallrag  right,  using  range  8,500  yards,  NNW.  from  our  position." 

11.25  a.  m.    From  ship  to  Vesuviue:  "Please  fire  three  shots  every  five  minutes." 

11.25  a.  m.    From  ship  to  shore :  "How  is  our  firing?" 

11.32  a.  m.  Shore  to  ship :  "Striking  city,  with  no  apparent  result.  I  think  firing 
with  big  guns  should  begin. — Shafter." 

11.40  a.m.     Ship  to  shore:  "Shall  we  cease  firing  at  12  o'clock?" 

11.45  a.  m.     Vesiwius  to  flag:  "Do  you  know  how  shells  are  falling?" 

11.50  a.m.    From  flag  to  FesMOTMs;  "  Striking  in  city." 

12  m.  Shore  to  ship :  "Pleaee  continue  firing  with  heavy  guns  until  1  o'clock ;  then 
cease  firing  until  further  orders." 

12.35  p.m.  "General  Castillo  reports  that  Santa  Anna  church  has  been  turned 
into  a  powder  magazine. — Shafter." 

12.45  p.m.  Shore  to  ship:  "The  church  is  west  of  Eeina  Mercedes  Barracks.  Dis- 
continue at  once ;  am  going  to  put  up  a  flag  of  truce. — Shafter." 

4.45  p.  m.  Vesuvius  to  flag :  "  General  Shafter  states  fire  from  ships  very  accurate, 
shell  falling  in  city.  Lines  have  been  advanced.  Flag  of  truce  went  forward  to 
demand  unconditional  surrender.  Will  communicate  with  you  fully  directly  to 
Aguadores  as  to  time  of  firing  and  result  of  truce." 

12  p.  m.  Tale  to  flagship :  "Admiral,  I  would  like  to  land  troops  from  Columbia, 
Yale,  and  Duchess  to  the  west  of  the  Bay  of  Santiago  Harbor  and  follow  it  up  with 
additional  troops,  moving  east  against  the  Spanish  troops  defending  Santiago  on  the 
west.  I  will  be  glad  if  you  can  designate  the  most  available  point  for  disembark- 
ing the  troops  and  render  all  the  assistance  practicable  to  the  troops  as  they  move 
east.  Will  notify  you  when  troops  areready  for  the  movement.  Ifyou  have  an  officer 
conversant  with  the  locality,  will  be  glad  to  see  him. — ^Nelson  A.  Miles,  Gmeral 
Commanding." 
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Jiine  12,1.50  p.m.  "To  Major-General  Shafter:  Admiral  Sampson  proposes  to 
begin  bombardment  to-morrow  morning  with  13-inch  sheU  unless  there  are  reasons 
for  not  doing  so.  "Will  General  Shafter  please  inform  him  of  the  distance  of  the  fall 
of  the  shot  from  the  cathedral,  using  the  cathedral  as  a  point  of  reference,  and  he 
would  like  particularly  to  know  immediately  if  any  shell  fall  in  the  water." 

2.20  p.m.  Flag  to  shore:  "For  Commodore  Watson,  Gnantanamo.  Send  Oregon 
and  MaaaachusetU  to  Santiago  for  one  day's  bombardment  of  city  with  13-inch  shell. 
They  should  arrive  Wednesday  morning.    Shell  wiU  be  supplied  Oregon. — Sampson." 

2.28  p.  m.  Shore  to  flag :  "  In  message  this  morning,  where  did  you  say  fires  were 
seen?" 

8.05  p.  m.  Yale  to  flag:  "General  Miles  is  still  at  the  front  and  will  remain 
there  to-night.  He  desires  General  Garretson  to  be  ready  to  land  early  to-morrow 
morning." 

8. 10  p.  m.    Flag  to  Tale :  "Where  will  troops  land,  and  is  our  assistance  needed  f  " 

8.25  p.m.     Tale  to  flag:  "Do  not  know;  but  assistance  wiU  be  needed." 

9.15  p.  m.  Flag  to  Tale:  "General  Shafter  telegraphs  that  truce  will  exist 
throughout  to-morrow." 

July  12.  "A  truce  exists  and  negotiations  are  now  pending  with  Spanish  com- 
mander. All  firing  must  be  discontinued  during  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  Due 
notice  of  the  commencement  will  be  given  you. — Shaftbe,  Major-General." 

Santiago,  July  12.  "A  truce  now  exists  and  will  probably  continue  all  day  to- 
morrow, the  13th. — Shaptbr." 

July  13.  "  To  General  Shafter :  I  am  now  prepared  to  shell  the  city  of  Santiago 
with  three  of  my  largest  ironclads  with  13-inoh^  projectiles.  Can  commence  at 
short  notice.    Will  await  your  signal." 

9.05  a.  m.  "As  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces  engaged  in  joint  opera- 
tions, I  expect  to  be  represented  in  any  conference  held  to  arrange  the  terms  of  the 
surrender  of  Santiago,  including  the  surrender  of  the  shipping  in  the  harbor.  Ques- 
tions are  involved  of  importance  to  both  branches  of  the  service. — Sampson." 

2.40  p.m.  From  shore  to  ship:  " To  Admiral  Sampson.  I  shall  be  glad  to  have 
you  represented,  but  difficult  to  let  you  know.  Conference  may  take  place  at  any 
hour.  I  should  recommend  that  you  send  an  officer  for  that  purpose  to  remain  at 
my  headquarters.  Should  it  not  be  convenient  for  yon  to  do  so,  I  will  endeavor  to 
give  notice  and  see  that  an  officer  can  be  present  when  final  terms  are  agreed. — 
Shafter." 

July  13,  6.45  p.  m.  Shore  to  ship:  "Headquarters  Fifth  Army  Corps.  We  will 
send  important  dispatch  by  Mr.  Hobson  to  you  this  evening.  Please  have  boat  for 
him.    He  leaves  at  6  o'clock. — Miles." 

July  14,  2.23  p.  m.  "To  Admiral  Sampson:  The  enemy  has  surrendered.  Will  be 
down  and  see  you  soon. — Miles." 

2.35  p.  m.  Flag  to  shore:  "Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  D.  C. :  Santiago 
has  surrendered. — Sampson." 

1.15  p.  m.  Shore  to  flag:  "I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  send  to  these  headquarters 
an  officer  to  represent  you  during  negotiations  for  evacuation. — Mtt.-bh  " 

6  a.  m.  Shore  to  flag:  "Jnljr  13,  1898.  To  Admiral  Sampson:  Message  about 
being  ready  to  open  fire  with  IS-inch  guns  received.  •  Thanks.  I  believe  they  will 
surrender  before  noon  to-morrow;  if  not,  I  will  want  you  to  open  fire.  I  will  notify 
you. — Shafter." 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  JV"., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

iforth  Atlantic  Squadron. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  B.  0, 
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OPERATIONS  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH  THE  ARMY. 

(I)  AKoxnn>  POBTo  Rico. 
130218. 

[JBYom  TJ.  S.  S.  MaMochusetti,  Ist  Bate,  Fort  Ponce,  Porto  lUco,  July  28, 1898.] 

St,  Thomas,  July  29, 1898. 
Secretary  Naty,  Washington: 


Sent  Commander  Davis  with  Dixie,  Annapolis,  Wasp^  Glovr 

cester  from  Guanica  2.00  p.  m.  July  27  blockade  Ponce  capture  lighters 
for  use  army.  City  of  Ponce  and  Playa  surrendered  to  Commander 
Davis  upon  demand  12.30  a.  m.  July  28;  American  flag  hoisted  6.00 
a.  m.  28th;  Spanish  garrison  evacuated.  Provisional  articles  of  surren- 
der until  occupation  by  array  [as  follows] :  One — garrison  to  be  allowed 
to  retire;  two — civil  government  remain  in  force;  three — ^police  and  fire 
brigade  to  be  maintained  without  arms ;  four — captain  of  port  not  to  be 
made  prisoner.  Arrived  Ponce  from  Guanica  with  Massachusetts,  Cin- 
cinnati, General  Miles,  General  Wilson,  [and]  transports.  6.40  a.  m. 
28th  commenced  landing  army  in  captured  sugar  lighters;  no  resist- 
ance; troops  welcomed  by  inhabitants;  great  enthusiasm.  Captured 
60  lighters,  20  sailing  vessels,  about  120  tons  coal. 

HiGGINSON. 

[The  foregoing  dispatch  has  been  prmctnated  at  the  Department.  In  its  OTiginal 
form  it  was  ambiguous  in  several  pai'ts,  and  where  a  change  of  punctuation  would 
change  the  meaning  it  can  not  be  absolutely  depended  upon.] 

130879. 

[PoBseseion  taken  of  Arroyo  by  Gloucester  and  Wasp.] 

St.  Thomas,  via  Bermuda, 

August  4, 1898 — 6  p.  m. 
Secretary  "Nayy,  Washington: 

Gloucester,  Wasp  took  possession  Arroyo  August  1.  Wainwright  held 
it  until  arrival  army  next  day.  Troops  disembarked  8t.  Louis,  St.  Paul 
to-night.    They  sail  Gnantanamo. 

Chester. 


U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  1st  Eate, 
At  Sea,  Off  South  Coast  Haiti,  August  2, 1898. 
Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  July  21, 1  left  Guantanamo  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  with  the  Massachusetts,  Columbia,  Tale, 
Dixie,  and  Gloucester  under  my  command  to  convoy  General  Miles  and 
troops  to  Porto  Eico. 

While  off  Mole  St.  Nicholas  General  Miles  asked  permission  to  send 
a  telegram  to  WasMngton.    The  ColumMa  was  ordered  to  deliver  the 

636 


636  BUREAU   OP   NAVIGATION. 

dispatch  and  to  rejoin  the  squadron.  She  left  the  squadron  at  9.15  a.  m., 
July  22,  and  rejoined  at  2  p.  m.  the  same  day. 

General  Miles  having  expressed  a  desire  for  a  consultation  with  me, 
I  invited  him  aboard  on  the  afternoon  of  Saturday  the  23d.  He  accepted 
the  invitation  and  came  aboard  with  his  adjutant-general.  General 
Gilmore.  During  the  interview  he  stated  that  he  desired  to  land  at 
Guanica,  on  the  south  side  of  Porto  Eico,  instead  of  at  Cape  San  Juan, 
as  originally  designed,  giving  as  his  reasons  that  the  enemy  were  already 
well  advised,  through  the  public  press,  of  the  intended  landing  at  the 
latter  place,  and  consequently  that  they  would  probably  concentrate 
troops  there  to  oppose  him.  He  stated  that  through  information  derived 
from  Captain  Whitney,  of  the  army,  there  were  no  defenses  or  troops 
on  the  south  side  of  the  island  either  at  Guanica  or  Ponce;  that  we 
would  find  there  a  large  number  of  sugar  lighters  which  would  be 
invaluable  for  the  landing  of  the  army,  and  that  with  the  capture  of 
the  city  of  Ponce,  the  largest  city  on  the  island,  he  would  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  operate  along  a  fine  military  road  built  by  the  Spaniards,  reach- 
ing across  the  island  from  Ponce  to  San  Juan.  He  also  stated  that  on 
the  southern  portion  of  the  island  the  people  were  largely  disaffected 
and  would  in  all  likelihood  rally  to  our  flag.  To  this  proposition  I 
objected  on  the  grounds  that  from  a  naval  point  of  view  I  could  not  so 
effectually  cover  his  landing  or  protect  his  base  at  Guanica  as  I  could 
do  at  San  Juan.  The  depth  of  water  in  the  harbor  of  Guanica  did  not 
permit  of  the  Massachusetts,  Golumbia,  or  Dixie  entering,  and  in  case  of 
heavy  weather  I  might  not  even  be  able  to  lie  off  the  entrance,  that  the 
south  coast  of  Porto  Eico  was  imperfectly  surveyed,  and  lined  with 
reefs,  whereas  on  the  east  coast,  from  Cape  San  Juan  to  Point  Algodon, 
I  could  approach  close  to  the  shore  and  cover  with  the  guns  of  the  fleet 
any  position  he  wished  to  occupy,  and  that,  moreover,  by  placing  a 
vessel  on  the  north  coast  of  Porto  Eico  just  west  of  Cape  San  Juan  I 
could  obtain  a  cross  Are  over  the  land  as  far  as  Fajardo.  I  stated, 
moreover,  that  at  Cape  San  Juan  we  were  30  miles  from  St.  Thomas, 
where,  in  the  absence  of  colliers,  we  could  coal  our  ships  and  communi- 
cate with  the  Government. 

I  recommended  that  we  proceed  to  our  destination  at  Cape  San  Juan 
and  keep  Guanica  in  reserve  in  case  we  found  insurmountable  obstacles 
at  the  former  place.  The  General  then  took  his  departure  and  received 
a  salute  of  15  guns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  at  9.50  a.  m.,  General  Miles  sent  by  wig- 
wag the  following  message : 

To  Captain  Higginson: 

General  Miles  desires,  if  possible,  to  send  in  advance  any  nayal  vessels  yon  can 
spare  to  Port  Guanica  and  report  quickly  to  ns.  It  is  supposed  to  be  without  forti- 
ficatiouB  or  torpedoes.  If  strong,  hold  and  report  quickly  to  us  at  Cape  San  Juan. 
It  is  more  important  to  land  at  Guanica  than  at  San  Juan.  If  we  can  land  there  he 
has  troops  enough  to  take  the  harbor  of  Ponce  and  let  your  fleet  in.  This  can  be 
accomplished  by  landing  by  the  south  side.  Can  send  Captain  Whitney,  who  waa 
at  Ponce  in  June,  to  you  if  you  desire. 

I  then  determined  to  waive  my  objections  to  landing  at  Guanica,  to 
take  the  General  to  that  place,  and  to  cooperate  with  him  in  landing  as 
far  as  the  conditions  would  admit. 

We  were  then  off  the  Mona  Passage,  and  detaching  Commander 
Davis  with  the  Dixie  under  orders,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  attached, 
marked  A,  I  proceeded  with  the  convoy  through  the  Mona  Passage  and 
arrived  off  Port  Guanica  at  5.20  a.  m.,  July  25,  and  standing  in  with 
the  Gloucester  in  advance  came  to  an  anchor  at  8.45  a.  m. 
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LANDING  AT  GUANIOA. 

Finding  no  batteries  bearing  upon  the  entrance,  the  Gloucester 
approached  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  and  Lieutenant-Commander  Waia- 
wright  asked  permission  to  enter.  This  I  granted  with  some  hesitation, 
not  knowing,  of  course,  what  mines  or  torpedoes  might  be  in  the  channel, 
or  what  batteries  might  be  concealed  inside  the  harbor  out  of  sight 
from  our  view,  and  knowing  that  I  would  be  powerless  to  render  the 
Gloucester  any  assistance  after  she  had  penetrated  the  harbor  and  was 
lost  to  sight.  The  Gloucester  as  she  entered  fired  several  shots  and  soon 
disappeared  from  my  view.  I  listened  attentively,  however,  and  found 
that  she  was  not  being  opposed  by  any  battery.  Without  waiting  for 
her  to  return  and  report,  I  directed  the  transports  to  enter  the  harbor, 
which  they  did,  and  hoisting  out  all  the  boats  and  launches  from' the 
Massachusetts,  I  sent  them  in  at  about  10  a.  m.,  in  charge  of  Cadet 
Evans,  and  the  landing  of  the  army  commenced  immediately.  I  learned 
later,  as  will  be  seen  from  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwrighfs  report, 
herewith  inclosed,  marked  B,  that  he  landed  a  company  of  sailors  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Huse  and  Lieutenant  Wood,  and  drove 
back  a  small  force  of  Spanish  troops  and  hauled  down  the  Spanish  flag. 
In  fact  the  Gloucester  captured  the  place  single  handed,  and  1  take 
pleasure  in  commending  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright  and  his 
ofBicers  and  men  for  their  gallantry  and  daring.  The  troops  on  the 
Columbia  were  landed  by  her  boats,  and  those  on  the  Yale  were  landed 
by  transports  which  came  alongside  and  took  them  on  board. 

At  12.30  a.  m.,  July  25,  the  Columbia  was  sent  to  St.  Thomas  with 
dispatches  and  orders  to  fill  up  with  coal.  The  Tale  left  at  noon  July 
26  for  Hampton  Eoads  to  fill  up  with  coal,  and  the  Dixie  rejoined  us  at 
■  about  2  p.  m.,  July  26.  A  report  of  her  voyage  is  herewith  inclosed, 
marked  C,  and  is  accompanied  with  a  letter  relating  to  a  prize  which 
Commander  Davis  seized  and  sent  in  for  adjudication.  On  July  27,  at 
8  a.  m.,  the  Wasp,  and  at  11  a.  m.  the  Annapolis,  joined  the  squadron. 
During  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  General  Wilson,  on  the  transport 
Obdam,  and  General  Ernst,  on  the  Grand  Duchesse,  arrived,  but  the 
troops  were  not  disembarked  at  Guanica. 

LANDING  AT  PONOB. 

Having  now  a  sufficient  force  at  my  command,  and  General  Miles 
being  anxious  to  transfer  the  place  of  disembarkation  to  the  harbor  of 
Ponce,  I  directed  Commander  Davis  of  the  Dixie,  with  the  Annapolis, 
Wa^,  and  Gloucester  under  his  command,  to  proceed  to  the  harbor  of 
Ponce  to  reconnoiter,  capture  all  the  lighters  that  could  be  found  at 
that  place,  and  occupy  such  positions  as  he  thought  necessary  for  hold- 
ing the  port  until  the  arrival  of  the  army.  The  Dixie  left  Guanica 
with  the  Annapolis  and  Wasp  at  1.45  p.  m.,  July  27,  and  the  Gloucester 
followed  at  4.30  p.  m. 

The  report  of  Commander  Davis  is  herewith  inclosed,  marked  D. 
He  found  no  opposition,  captured  a  large  number  of  lighters,  and 
received  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Ponce.  I  can  not  too  highly  com- 
mend the  very  able  and  efficient  manner  in  which  Commander  Davis 
executed  his  orders  and  cleared  the  way  completely  for  an  immediate 
and  peaceful  possession  of  the  city  of  Ponce  by  the  army.  He  was 
ably  assisted  by  Commander  Hunker,  Lieutenant  Ward,  and  Lieuten- 
ant-Commander Wainwright.  The  latter  officer  during  the  night  col- 
lected lighters,  moored  them  alongside  of  his  ship,  and  when  the  first 
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transport  anchored  the  next  morning  the  lighters  were  put  alongside 
of  her  and  an  immediate  disembarkation  commenced.  Commander 
Davis  captured  in  the  harbor  three  Spanish  brigantines,  a  number  of 
smaller  sailing  vessels,  and  a  large  number  of  lighters.  I  placed  a 
guard  of  men  from  the  Massachusetts  on  board  the  Spanish  brigantines, 
and  it  was  my  intention,  as  soon  as  they  could  have  been  gotten  ready, 
to  send  them  with  prize  crews  to  Charleston  for  condemnation,  but  as  I 
came  away  before  this  could  be  accomplished  I  directed  Captain  Chester 
to  carry  out  my  intention.  The  sugar  lighters  and  other  vessels  cap- 
tured that  could  not  be  sent  to  the  United  States  for  condemnation  I 
directed  to  be  appraised  and  sold  at  Ponce. 

I  left  Guanica  with  the  Massachusetts,  General  Miles,  General  Wilson, 
and-  transports  at  4  a.  m.  on  the  28th  for  Ponce  and  anchored  there  at 
6.40  a.  m.  On  our  way  to  Ponce  we  met  two  more  transports  with 
troops  and  the  Oincinnati,  Captain  Chester,  who  entered  Ponce  with 
us.  We  found  everything  ready  for  the  immediate  disembarkation  of 
the  troops,  and  the  army  landed  and  took  possession.  All  the  steam 
launches  of  the  squadron  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  army.  The 
harbor  of  Ponce  is  of  ample  dimensions,  good  water,  and  a  fine  place 
for  disembarkation  of  troops.  At  4.30  p.  m.  on  the  28th  the  Annapolis 
returned  to  Guanica  to  guard  that  place  until  the  arrival  of  the  Terror, 
and  at  4.50  p.  m.  of  the  same  day  the  Dixie  left  for  St.  Thomas  with 
dispatches.  Captain  Chester  of  the  Cincinnati  was  appointed  captain 
of  the  port,  Lieutenant  Hoogewerff  was  appointed  beach  master,  Lieu- 
tenant Badger  was  appointed  harbor  master,  and  Surgeon  Byrnes  was 
appointed  quarantine  officer.  The  Annapolis  returned  from  Guanica  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  29th  and  reported  that  the  Terror  had  arrived  at 
that  port,  the  latter  vessel  having  coaled  at  St.  Thomas  before  leaving 
for  Guanica.  On  the  30th  the  Annapolis  was  dispatched  to  Cape  San 
Juan,  to  remain  there  until  further  orders  and  to  send  to  Ponce  all 
vessels  arriving.  The  light-house  on  Cardona  Island  was  relighted  on 
the  evening  of  the  29th  and  that  on  Caja  de  Muerto  was  relighted  on  the 
evening  following. 

The  Columbia,  returning  on  the  30th  from  coaling  at  St.  Thomas, 
exchanged  numbers  with  the  Massachusetts  at  6.30  p.  m.  At  7.30  p.  m. 
the  Columbia  sent  the  sign  al,  "  We  are  aground."  I  immediately  ordered 
the  Cincinnati  to  get  under  way  to  assist  in  hauling  her  off,  and  sent  the 
navigator  of  the  Massachusetts,  Lieutenant  Potts,  to  examine  her  posi- 
tion and  see  if  we  could  safely  render  her  any  assistance  with  this  vessel. 
It  was  found  that  she  had  grounded  on  the  southern  edge  of  a  coral 
reef  projecting  from  Cardona  Island  and  was  lying  broadside  on  the 
reef,  heading  eastward.  She  seemed  to  be  aground  on  her  port  bilge, 
about  abreast  of  her  second  smokestack,  in  21  feet  of  water.  At  12.30 
a.  m.,  July  31, 1  got  under  way  with  the  Massachusetts  and  went  out 
and  took  a  position  on  her  starboard  bow  and  ran  hawsers  to  her.  The 
Cincinnati  took  a  position  on  her  starboard  quarter,  but  our  endeavors 
to  pull  her  off  resulted  only  in  parting  all  the  hawsers.  I  then  procured 
some  lighters  from  the  harbor  and  directed  her  commanding  ofiBcer  to 
hoist  out  ammunition  and  coal.  General  Miles  kindly  offered  to  send 
me  any  of  his  vessels  that  could  beof  anyuse,  and  I  am  much  indebted 
to  the  master  of  the  tug  Hercules  for  assistance  rendered  in  towing 
lighters.  The  Cincinnati  then  made  fast  again  to  the  Columbians  star- 
board quarter,  and  at  6.55  p.m. of  the  3l8t  we  succeeded  in  pulling  her 
off  the  reef.  Captain  Sands  was  on  the  list  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
but  I  was  informed  by  Lieut.  Commander  J.  H.  Moore,  her  executive 
officer,  that  the  ship  was  not  making  any  water  and  was  not  seriously 
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damaged.  I  directed  Captain  Chester  to  order  a  court  of  inquiiy  upon 
her  grounding. 

The  Hiooie  arrived  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  and  reported  that  the 
Montgomery  and  Puritan  had  arrived  at  San  Juan  and  the  New  Orleans 
had  gone  to  St.  Thomas  for  coal.  On  the  evening  of  the  31st  the  8t. 
Louis  and  transport  Gherolcee  arrived  with  troops.  On  the  same  even- 
ing General  Miles  informed  me  that  he  desired  to  land  the  troops  on 
board  the  St.  Louis  and  Gherolcee  at  the  Gulf  of  Jobos,  30  miles  east  of 
Ponce,  and  requested  that  I  send  two  vessels  to  reconnoiter,  capture 
lighters,  and  ascertain  the  depth  of  water,  there  being  no  charts  of 
this  place.  I  therefore  directed  the  Gloucester  and  Wasp  to  leave  at 
5.30  a.  m.  August  1  to  reconnoiter  the  Gulf  of  Jobos,  for  the  Gloucester 
to  remain  there  in  possession  guarding  any  lighters  they  might  cap- 
ture, and  for  the  Wasp  to  return  and  report.  Captain  Goodrich  of  the 
St.  Louis  accompanied  the  expedition  to  ascertain  the  soundings.  At 
the  time  of  my  leaving  Ponce,  at  1  p.  m.  on  the  1st,  the  Wasp  had  not 
returned.    On  the  Ist  the  Prairie  and  St.  Paul  arrived. 

Having  received  orders  from  you  on  the  31st  to  return  to  Guantanamo 
at  once,  I  turned  over  as  soon  as  possible  all  the  business  under  my 
charge  to  Captain  Chester,  and  left  at  1  p.  m.  for  Guantanamo. 

SURVEY,  LIGHTING,  AND  BUOYAGE   OF   COAST   OF  POETO   BIOO. 

If  the  operations  on  the  coast  of  Porto  £ico  are  to  be  continued  I 
would  recommend  that  two  surveying  vessels  be  sent  to  that  island  as 
soon  as  possible  and  a  survey  of  the  coast  and  harbor  on  the  south  side 
be  commenced.  In  the  present  uncharted  condition  of  that  coast  the 
Government  runs  great  risk  of  losing  its  vessels.  In  standing  in  to 
the  port  of  Guanica  the  Massachusetts  came  very  near  running  upon  an 
uncharted  shoal,  upon  which  we  found  19  feet  in  a  spot  where  the  chart 
shows  11  fathoms.  This  shoal  bears  SSW.  (mag.)  1  mile  from  Mesita 
Point  lighthouse.  There  is  a  passage  on  each  side  of  it,  although  it  is 
advisable  to  keep  to  the  northward  of  it.  A  red  and  black  horizontal 
striped  buoy  was  placed  on  this  shoal,  which  is  about  50  yards  in  extent. 

There  seemed  to  be  no  trouble  at  Ponce  in  relighting  the  lights,  as  all 
the  apparatus  and  oil  were  ready  at  hand,  and  the  old  light  keepers 
were  willing  to  resume  work  under  the  same  terms  as  under  the  Span- 
ish Government.  I  would  also  recommend  that  a  buoy  tender  with  a 
good  supply  of  buoys  be  sent  down  in  order  that  all  the  harbors  used 
by  the  army  may  be  properly  buoyed.  A  buoy  is  very  much  needed 
south  of  Gardona  Island,  outside  the  reef  where  the  Golumbia  went 
ashore. 

GENERAL  EEVIBW  OF  PLAN  OF  OPEEATIONS  OP  GENEEAL  MILES. 

General  MUes  proposes  to  advance  from  Ponce  to  San  Juan  over  a 
military  road  built  by  the  Spaniards  at  a  cost  of  $1,000,000.  The  road 
is  good  and  can  be  traversed  at  aU  seasons,  but  it  runs  through  a 
mountainous  country.  There  are  many  strong  positions  that  can  be 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  but  having  command  of  the  sea,  these  can  all 
be  flanked  by  making  landings  at  ports  on  the  right  or  left  flanks,  and 
the  enemy  made  to  evacuate  any  position  by  flanking  rather  than 
by  direct  assault.  When  I  left  Ponce  the  enemy  were  reported  to  be 
concentrating  at  Aibounito,  which  is  a  military  sanitarium  for  the 
Spaniards;  one  of  the  objects  of  landing  troops  at  Port  Jobos  was  to 
flank  this  position.  If  the  Spaniards  retreat  to  the  northwest  from  Caey, 
landing  troops  on  the  east  coast  will  flank  any  position  which  they 
may  occupy.    Along  the  south  and  west  coasts  there  are  few  troops, 
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and  all  we  have  to  do  is  to  appear  there  and  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  that  we  will  be  cordially  welcomed. 

General  Miles  offered  to  send  1,000  troops  with  me  to  Mayagua,  and 
I  intended  to  move  on  that  place  as  soon  as  I  conveniently  could.  I 
recommend  that  the  port  of  Arecibo  be  blockaded  and  captured,  as  it 
is  in  direct  railroad  communication  with  San  Juan,  and  is  said  to  be  a 
resort  for  blockade  runners.  The  railroad  from  Ponce  to  Tauco  is  in 
possession  of  the  army,  and  a  march  of  18  miles  through  Sabana 
Grande  and  St.  German  brings  you  to  the  terminus  of  a  railroad  lead- 
ing to  Mayagua,  Eincon,  and  Aguadilla  on  the  west  coast  and  connect- 
ing with  roads  leading  into  the  interior.  The  whole  island  excepting 
San  Juan  will  be  easy  to  capture,  and  I  would  respectfully  recommend 
that  a  sufiBcient  force  be  kept  there  to  render  an  eflScient  cooperation 
with  the  army  whetever  they  wish  to  move.  There  is  more  reason 
to  move  quickly,  because  as  at  Ponce  the  Spanish  authorities  had  com- 
menced a  political  persecution  and  had  begun  to  imprison  persons  sus- 
pected of  sympathizing  with  the  United  States,  and  wiU  no  doubt  do 
it  at  other  places  the  more  their  fortunes  are  on  the  wane.  It  would 
therefore  be  policy  on  our  part  to  scour  the  coasts  and  drive  away  the 
Spanish  authorities.  The  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Terror,  I  have  been 
informed,  is  so  seriously  damaged  as  to  be  unable  to  move  about. 

From  my  experience  in  assisting  the  army  in  landing  troops  I 
would  respectfully  recommend  that  on  every  transport  at  least  one 
steam  launch  should  be  carried,  with  proper  force  to  run  her.  Both 
at  Guanica  and  at  Ponce  a  constant  demand  by  the  army  was  for 
steam  launches  to  tow  boats  or  carry  oflScers  from  one  ship  to  another. 
As  long  as  they  are  afloat  they  require  transportation  by  water,  and 
as  many  of  our  vessels,  like  the  Gloucester,  Wasp,  and  Bixie,  do  not 
carry  steam  launches,  our  ability  to  supply  this  demand  is  limited,  and 
therefore  if  every  transport  had  its  own  lannch  the  time  occupied  in  land- 
ing an  army  and  all  its  stores  and  ammunition  would  be  verymuch  dimin- 
ished. I  would  recommend  also  that  two  small  steam  tugs  accompany 
each  expedition  of  the  army,  for  the  purpose  of  towing  lighters. 
Probably  this  will  be  done  in  the  future,  as  the  army  officers  with 
whom  I  conversed  on  this  matter  seemed  quite  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  it. 

The  health  at  Ponce  is  good;  there  is  no  yellow  fever;  fresh  water 
can  be  obtained  for  boilers  of  vessels. 

I  also  recommend  that  the  Island  of  Culebra  be  taken  by  the  lifavy. 
I  doubt  if  there  are  any  defenses  there,  and  it  could  be  easily  captured 
and  held.  The  marines  now  stationed  at  Camp  McGalla  might  be 
transferred  to  this  place  to  capture  and  hold  it  for  the  use  of  the  Navy 
as  a  coaling  station  and  dock  yard.  The  harbor  of  Ponce  is  quite  open 
and  is  not  a  safe  anchorage  during  southwest  gales,  but  the  English 
consul  there  informed  me  that  they  had  not  had  a  hurricane  since 
1876.  By  building  breakwaters  I  think  the  harbor  could  be  rendered 
quite  safe.  Guanica  Harbor  is  good  for  vessels  of  18  feet  draft,  and 
is  quite  well  protected.  I  think  a  survey  of  Jobos,  however,  will 
probably  disclose  a  very  valuable  anchorage  for  naval  vessels. 

Commander  Davis  captured  at  Ponce  about  70  tons  of  bituminous 
coal  belonging  to  the  Spanish  Government,  with  which  I  was  enabled 
to  replenish  the  bunkers  of  the  Wasp  and  the  Oloueester. 
Very  respectfully, 

FbANOIS  J.  HiG&INSON, 

Captain,  JJ.  8.  i*/".,  Gommanding. 
The  OOMMANDBK  IN  CHIEF  U.  S.  NAVAL  FOROES, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 
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A. 

U,  S.  S.  Massachusetts,  1st  Rate, 

At  Sea,  July  M,  1898. 
SiB:  Tou  will  proceed  with  the  vessel  under  your  command  to  San 
Juan,  Porto  Rico,  and  communicate  with  senior  officer.  In  case  the 
New  Orleans,  Montgomery,  and  Prairie  are  all  there  you  will  direct  the 
New  Orleans  to  join  me  at  Guanica,  leaving  the  other  two  vessels  to 
guard  San  Juan. 

Tou  will  then  proceed  to  Cape  San  Juan  and  collect  any  naval  force 

you  may  find  there,  and  join  me  as  early  as  possible  off  Guanica,  on 

south  coast,  which  it  is  the  intention  to  attack  first  on  Monday  morning. 

The  convoy  will  proceed  from  present  position  through  Mona  Passage, 

and  will  be  off  Guanica  Monday  morning. 

Respectfully, 

Francis  J.  Higginson, 
Captain,  JJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding,  and  Senior  Member  of  Convoy. 

The  Commanding  Officek, 

U.  S.  S.  Dixie. 


U.  S.  S.  Gloucester, 
Guanica,  Porto  Bico,  July  25, 1898. 
Dear  Captain  :  I  send  herewith  the  report  of  the  executive  ofl&cer, 
Lieutenant  Hnse,  who  commanded  the  landing  party.  The  Spanish 
had  a  few  troops  both  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  harbor,  besides  those 
in  the  village,  but  our  fire  drove  them  off.  Mounted  reenforcements 
attempted  to  come  from  a  road  near  Point  de  los  Mangles,  but  our 
3-pounders  drove  them  back.  We  have  several  good  lighters  well  fitted 
to  land  the  artillery. 

General  Miles  was  kind  enough  to  board  the  Oloucester  and  thank  us 
for  our  services.    The  immediate  landing  of  a  force  of  men  under  Colo- 
nel Black  was  necessary  and  at  my  request. 
Very  respectfully, 

Richard  Wainwbight, 
Lieutenant- Commands,  IT.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
Captain  Higginson, 

Commanding  JJ.  8.  8.  Massachusetts,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


143754. 

[Report  on  taking  of  G-nanioa.] 

U.  S.  S.  Gloucester, 
Off  Arroyo,  Porto  Bico,  August  4, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  herewith  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Huse,  who  commanded  our  shore  party  at  the  seizure  of  Guanica. 

We  entered  the  harbor  by  permission  of  the  senior  officer  present 
and  fired  at  some  fleeing  troops ;  then  landed  a  party  to  seize  the  avail- 
able landing  places  and  prevent  the  destruction  of  lighters. 

Reenforcements  were  discovered  coming  from  Juaco,  but  were  driven 
back  by  fire  fi-om  this  vessel. 

The  army  transports  came  in  sight  with  launches  and  boats  from  the 
vessels  in  the  outer  harbor.    At  my  request  Colonel  Black  immediately 
5898 41 
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landed  a  portion  of  his  engineer  battalion  and  the  village  was  turned 
over  to  the  army. 

General  Miles  visited  the  Gloucester  and  thanked  us  for  the  services 
rendered. 

The  landing  party  was  well  handled  by  Lieutenant  Huse  and  the 
men  behaved  extremely  well,  particularly  when  it  is  remembered  that 
it  was  their  first  experience  on  shore.    *    *    * 
Very  respectfully, 

ElOHARD   WAINWBIGHT, 

lAeutenant-Gommander,  U.  8.  W.,  Gommanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Glodcbstbr, 
Guanioa,  Porto  Bico,  July  S5,  1898. 

Sik:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  on  the  landing  party  sent  this  morning 
to  capture  the  village  of  Guanica. 

The  force  under  my  command,  consisting  of  28  men  and  Lieutenant  Wood,  embarked 
in  the  cutter.  We  landed,  without  meeting  with  any  opposition,  at  a  little  wharf, 
and  the  men  were  at  once  deployed  to  cover  the  beach.  The  Spanish  flag  was 
hauled  down  and  our  colors  hoisted  in  their  place. 

This  drew  the  enemy's  fire,  who  opened  from  the  underbrush  on  the  right  flank 
and  from  about  300  yards  distance  on  the  highway.  We  answered  with  a  slow  fire 
from  the  skirmish  line.  The  cutter  took  up  a  position  at  the  foot  of  the  highway 
that  leads  np  into  the  country  and  fired  short  volleys  from  the  6-millimeter  auto- 
matic Colt,  but  this  soon  jammed  and  was  of  no  further  use  in  the  action.  I  sent 
Lieutenant  Wood  to  take  charge  of  the  right  flank  with  8  men,  while  Chief  Yeoman 
Lacy,  with  4  men,  thoroughly  covered  the  left  flank  from  the  ruins  of  a  stone  house 
well  situated  for  the  purpose.  From  a  countryman,  the  only  man  in  the  village,  I 
learned  that  we  were  opposed  by  30  regulars,  and  that  reenforcements  were  momen- 
tarily expected  from  Yauco,  about  4  miles  distant.  I  signaled  to  you  for  reenforce- 
ments and  pushed  forward  our  center  along  the  highway.  The  enemy's  fire  was 
well  sustained,  but  high,  and  no  casualties  resulted  from  it.  At  the  northern  limit 
of  the  village  we  built  a  wall  across  the  highway,  and  placed  there  the  new  Colt 
gun  you  had  sent  ashore.  We  also  strung  two  barbed-wire  fences,  50  and  100  yards 
to  the  front,  across  the  road.  Meanwhile  a  boat,  under  command  of  Assistant  Engi- 
neer Proctor,  was  engaged  in  cutting  out  a  large  lighter,  which  came  into  immediate 
use  in  landing  troops. 

About  this  time  the  Gloucester  opened  fire  from  her  S-pounders  and  6-pounder8, 
and  the  enemy  retreated.  A  few  minutes  later  the  first  contingent  of  the  Regular 
Army,  Colonel  Black's  regiment  of  engineers,  landed  and  rapidly  pushed  forward 
beyond  our  lines.  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  the  landing  party  then  returned  to 
the  ship.  At  the  special  request  of  General  Gilmore,  I  left  Lieutenant  Wood  and  a 
party  ashore  with  the  Colt  gun.    They  returned  to  the  ship  an  hour  later. 

I  wish  to  specially  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Wood  and  of  Chief 
Yeoman  Lacy.    All  the  men  under  my  command  behaved  splendidly.     The  navy 
rifle  behaved  abominably,  the  majority  jamming  at  inopportune  moments,  and  several 
being  rendered  useless  when  we  appeared  to  be  in  considerable  danger  of  defeat. 
Very  respectfully, 

Harry  P.  Hu8E, 
Lieutenant  and  Executive  Officer. 

The  Captain. 


C. 

U.  S.  S.  Dixie, 
Off  Porto  Bico,  July  36, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your  order  of 
the  24:th  instant  I  stood  into  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  and  found  only  the 
New  Orleans,  Captain  Polger,  blockading  off  that  port. 

Captain  Polger  kept  me  through  the  night  of  the  24th,  as  he  had 
information  which  led  him  to  believe  that  an  attack  would  be  made  on 
his  ship  during  the  night. 
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There  are  in  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  the  Terror,  torpedo  gunboat; 
the  Isabella  II,  cruiser;  a  torpedo  boat,  and  a  gunboat;  there  is  also  a 
German  steamer,  which  is  only  waiting  an  opportunity  to  slip  out. 

The  JVew  Orleans  is  the  only  ship  I  have  sighted  on  the  coast  of  Porto 
Rico.  Captain  Folger  had  no  knowledge  of  the  whereabouts  of  the 
Prairie  or  Montgomery. 

Captain  Folger  directed  me  to  report  that  one  ship  was  inadequate 
for  the  blockade  of  San  Juan,  and  there  should  be  more  than  two  ships 
oft'  that  port  to  establish  an  effectual  blockade. 

The  New  Orleans  could  not  approach  within  less  than  6  miles  of  the 
entrance  of  San  Juan  without  drawing  the  fire  of  the  batteries,  mount- 
ing 8-inch  guns  well  served.  It  is  Captain  Folger's  opinion  that 
the  enemy  will  attempt  to  raise  the  blockade  of  San  Juan,  and  it  is  my 
opinion  that  he  should  be  reenforced  there  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th,  in  the  execution  of  your  orders,  1  went 
to  San  Juan  to  collect  any  force  that  might  be  there,  but  found  no 
United  States  ships  there.  I  took  as  a  prize  the  French  steamer, 
Manoubia,  of  Marseilles,  from  Martinique,  bound  for  Sagna  la  Grande, 
Cuba.  I  have  made  her  the  subject  of  a  separate  letter  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  which  I  herewith  inclose.* 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  0.  H.  Davis, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

Capt.  F.  J.  HiGGiNSON,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  8.  S.  Massachusetts,  Senior  Officer  Present. 


D. 

U.  S.  8.  Dixie, 

At  Sea,  July  30,  1898. 

SiE:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  detailed  report  of  the  cap- 
ture of  the  port  of  Ponce  on  the  27th  instant,  and  of  the  surrender  of 
the  municipality  of  Ponce  and  La  Playa  on  the  morning  of  the  28th. 

Acting  in  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  sailed  from  Guanica  at  1.45 
p.  m.  on  the  27th,  in  company  with  the  Annapolis  and  Wasp,  entered 
the  channel  at  Ponce  at  3  o'clock  and  at  5.25  anchored  before  the  town. 

Finding  that  no  resistance  was  made,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Merriam  in 
a  boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  the  surrender  of  the  place.  At 
the  same  time  I  sent  Lieutenant  Haines  with  a  guard  on  board  the 
Wasp  and  directed  Lieutenant  Ward  to  anchor  his  vessel  in  such  a 
position  as  to  command  the  principal  street  of  La  Playa.  The  Dixie 
and  Annapolis  were  so  stationed  as  to  command  the  shore  with  their 
batteries,  and  it  would  have  been  easy  to  have  bombarded  the  city  of 
Ponce  from  the  anchorage  with  the  main  battery  of  the  Dixie.  Lieu- 
tenant Haines  was  directed  to  act  under  instructions  of  Lieutenant 
Merriam. 

Some  time  elapsed  before  Lieutenant  Merriam  returned  to  the  ship 
and  it  was  then  dark.  The  garrison  had  retired  on  Ponce  on  his 
approach  and  he  found  it  impossible  to  communicate  with  the  military 
commander.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  Lieutenant  Merriam  I 
was  waited  on,  on  board  ship,  by  the  British  and  German  consuls  and 
several  gentlemen  representing  the  commercial  interests  of  the  city, 
who  announced  that  they  had  authority  from  the  military  commander 
to  negotiate  for  the  surrender  of  the  place.  After  some  discussion,  in 
which  I  refused  to  accede  to  their  proposal  for  a  sufiicient  delay  to 

*  See  page  280. 
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receive  instructions  from  the  Government  at  San  Juan  de  Porto  Eico, 
they  returned  to  the  shore  to  confer  again  with  the  military  commander 
at  Ponce,  and  at  half  past  12  (miduight)  the  same  persons  returned  on 
board  and  the  surrender  was  agreed  to  on  the  following  provisional 
terms  pending  the  arrival  of  yourself  and  the  army  in  transports: 

First,  that  the  garrison  should  be  allowed  to  withdraw. 

Second,  that  the  municipal  government  of  Ponce  should  remain  in 
force,  and  the  police  and  fire  brigade  be  maintained  (without  arms)  to 
preserve  order  until  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  United  States 
troops. 

Third,  that  the  harbor  master,  the  sole  remaining  Spanish  offtcial  at 
La  Playa,  should  not  be  arrested  as  a  prisoner  of  war. 

At  5.30  a.  m.,  on  the  28th,  I  sent  Lieutenant  Merriam  ashore  to  take 
possession.  Lieutenant  Haines,  with  the  marines,  landed  from  the 
Wasp.  The  custom-house  was' seized,  the  flag  was  hoisted,  and  the 
proper  posts  and  guard  were  establisned  and  maintained  until  relieved 
by  the  first  detachment  of  the  army,  which  began  to  arrive  at  about 
7  o'clock. 

Included  in  the  public  property  surrendered  with  the  cities  of  Ponce 
and  La  Playa,  which  form  but  a  single  municipality,  were  the  railroad, 
intact  from  Ponce  to  Yauco,  the  custom-house  at  La  Playa,  the  bar- 
racks at  Ponce,  with  a  capacity  for  about  1,500  troops,  a  quantity  of 
coal  at  La  Playa,  and  the  cable  offlce.  The  terms  of  capitulation  were 
faithfully  regarded,  as  far  as  I  know,  except  that  on  withdrawing  the 
troops  set  fire  to  some  railway  carriages  at  the  station  at  Ponce. 

In  the  harbor  were  upwards  of  twenty  merchant  vessels,  some  of  which 
showed  neutral  flags.  These  were  boarded  by  boats  from  the  Annapo- 
lis and  Dixie  during  the  evening  of  the  27th  and  forenoon  of  the  28th. 
While  negotiations  for  the  surrender  were  in  progress  the  Gloucester 
came  into  port,  and  Lieut.  Commander  Wainwright  collected  during 
the  night  all  the  lighters  in  the  harbor,  amounting  to  a  total  of  about 
fifty,  and  had  them  ready  to  place  alongside  the  transports  upon  their 
arrival  in  the  morning,  so  there  was  no  delay  in  the  landing  of  the  army. 

Upon  your  arrival  at  6.40  a.  m.  of  the  28th  I  hauled  down  senior  offi- 
cer's pennant  and  delivered  the  place  to  you  with  a  memorandum  of 
the  provisional  terms  of  capitulation. 

I  inclose  herewith  reports  of  Lieut.  G.  A.  Merriam,  U.  S.  N.,  and  Lieut. 
H.  O.  Haines,  U.  S.  M.  0.,  of  their  operations  on  shore. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  Davis, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Oapt.  F.  J.  HiGGiNSON,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  U.  S.  8.  Massachusetts,  Senior  Officer  Present, 


U.  S.  S.  Dixie, 
Ponoe  Harbor,  Porto  Bieo,  July  Z8, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  instructions  I  left  the  ship  yesterday  immediately 
after  anchoring,  accompanied  by  Cadet  Lodge,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  proceeded 
to  the  office  of  the  captain  of  the  port  at  La  Playa,  where  I  demanded  the  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  Ponce  and  La  Playa  from  the  captain  of  the  port  and  the 
alcalde.  The  captain  of  the  port  replied  that  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  we  held 
the  port  and  it  was  ours. 

I  was  informed  that  the  town  was  garrisoned  by  a  Spanish  colonel,  with  about  300 
soldiers,  and  that  he  alone  had  the  authority  to  surrender  it ;  and  we  also  observed 
from  the  boat,  when  nearing  the  landing,  one  or  more  squads  of  mounted  men  riding 
rapidly  through  the  streets  near  the  shore.  I  endeavored  to  confer  with  the  colonel 
cummandiug  the  Spanish  troops,  but  upon  his  repeated  failures  either  to  come  to  me 
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or  to  snrrender  the  town  mthout  first  obtaining  authority  of  the  governor-general 
at  San  Jaan,  I  returned  and  reported  to  yon  on  board  the  Dixie. 
Very  respectfully, 

Gr.  A.  Merriam,  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  N. 
Commander  Chari.es  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  U.  S.  S.  Dixie,  and  Senior  Officer  Present 


U.  S.  S.  Dixie, 
Ponce  Sarior,  Porto  Bico,  July  S8,  1898. 
Sir:  In  obedience  to  your  verbal  instructions  I  returned  to  the  town,  accompanied 
by  Cadet  Lodge  and  two  armed  boats'  crews,  and  at  6  a.  m.  to-day  raised  our  flag 
over  the  office  of  the  captain  of  the  port,  took  formal  possession  of  the  town,  and 
directed  Lieutenant  Haines,  U.  S.  M.  C,  to  mount  the  automatic  Colt  gun  on  top  of 
the  custom-house,  to  establish  the  necessary  sentries  on  the  government  buildings, 
including  one  over  the  cable  house.     I  left  Lieutenant  Haines  in  possession,  with 
orders  to  deliver  the  town  of  Ponce  and  La  Playa,  which  had  surrended  to  us,  to  the 
first  officer  of  the  Army  who  came  ashore,  and  returned  on  board  the  Dixie. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

G.  A.  Merriam,  Lieutenant,  U  S.  N. 
Commander  Charles  H.  Davis, 

Commanding  TJ.  S.  S.  Dixie,  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 


U.  8.  S.  Dixie, 
Ponce,  Porto  Bico,  July  S8,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  concerning  my  movements  in 
the  landing  and  taking  possession  of  the  town  of  Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  by  the  naval 
force  under  my  command : 

About  5  p.  m.  on  the  27th  instant  you  directed  me  to  be  ready  with  a  guard  to  go 
ashore,  hoist  the  United  States  flag,  and  take  possession  of  the  town. 

About  6  p.  m.  I  shoved  off  from  this  ship  with  a  guard  of  1  first  sergeant  and  8 
privates  (also  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  Heiskell  and  Lieutenant  (junior  grade)  Mur- 
dock,  who  had  volunteered  to  go),  with  orders  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Ward,  U.  S.  N., 
commanding  U.  S.  S.  Wasp.  I  reported  to  Lieutenant  Ward,  and  was  directed  by 
him  to  land  and  hoist  the  flag  on  the  captain  of  the  port's  office ;  that  in  case  of 
attack  to  fire  a  rocket  and  make  my  way  to  the  landing,  where  he  would  have  a  boat 
to  meet  me.  Upon  landing  I  marched  my  men  to  the  captain  of  the  port's  office, 
where  I  was  met  by  Lieut.  G.  A.  Merriam,  U.  S.  N.,  executive  officer  of  this  vessel,  who 
informed  me  that  he  was  ashore  under  a  flag  of  truce  arranging  terms  of  surrender, 
and  directed  me  to  take  my  men  back  to  the  boat,  and  later  directed  me  to  return 
to  the  Wasp  to  await  further  orders.  About  midnight  I  received  orders  from  you  to 
be  ready  to  follow  Lieutenant  Merriam  into  the  town  at  5.30  a.  m.,  and  to  be  pre- 
pared for  some  resistance. 

At  5.45  a.  m.  Lieutenant  Merriam  passed  the  Wasp.  I  followed,  and  at  about 
6  a.  m.  the  United  States  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  captain  of  the  port's  office  by  Naval 
Cadet  G.  C.  Lodge,  U.  S.  N.,  of  this  vessel. 

After  the  flag  was  hoisted  Lieutenant  Merriam  directed  me  to  post  my  men  as 
I  thought  best,  and  upon  the  lauding  of  an  army  officer  to  turn  the  town  over  to  him 
and  withdraw  my  posts. 

I  posted  two  men  with  an  automatic  Colt  gun  (6  mm.)  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
the  roof  of  the  custom-house,  two  men  at  the  cable  house  on  the  water  front,  the 
remainder  being  held  in  reserve  at  the  captain  of  the  port's  building. 

About  7.30  a.  in.  the  first  boat  came  ashore  from  the  United  States  army  transports 
(which  had  just  arrived),  with  General  Wilson  in  it.  I  met  him  at  the  landing  and 
informed  him  of  my  orders.  He  asked  me  where  would  be  the  best  place  to  estab- 
lish headquarters.  I  told  him  that  in  my  judgment  the  custom-house  was,  but  that 
I  had  hoisted  the  colors  on  the  captain  of  the  port's  building.  He  then  requested 
me  to  show  him  the  way  to  the  custom-house,  and  at  his  request  I  placed  one  of  my 
men  on  post  at  the  door  of  his  office  to  keep  all  unauthorized  persons  out.  About 
fifteen  minutes  later  General  Miles  landed  with  the  colors,  and  I  met  and  conducted 
him  to  the  custom-house. 

About  8.15  a.  m.  my  last  post  was  relieved  by  the  army;  the  last  regular  post, 
that  at  the  cable  house,  being  relieved  in  the  presence  of  Major  Allen,  chief  signal 
officer  with  the  army. 

Shortly  after  the  flag  was  hoisted  Surgeon  Heiskel,  Lieutenant  Murdock,  and 
Naval  Cadet  Lodge  asked  permission  to  reconnoiter,  which  request  was  granted. 
About  8.15  a.  n'.  l£ey  returned  and  reported  that  they  had  been  to  Ponce  and  a  mile 
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or  BO  beyond  (inland),  and  that  every  tiling  seemed  to  be  tranquil,  the  natives  almost 
overpowering  them  vrith  their  demonstrations  of  welcome. 

After  my  men  were  relieved  by  the  army  I  went  with  the  above-mentioned  officers 
to  Ponce.  Shortly  after  my  arrival  there  I  was  informed  that  a  number  of  political 
prisoners  were  confined  in  the  city  hall.  I  proceeded  there  and  telephoned  to  head- 
quarters (the  custom-house),  informing  them  of  the  fact,  and  asking  if  I  might 
release  them.  Permission  was  granted.  After  being  assured  by  the  mayor  of  Ponce 
that  these  men  were  not  guilty  of  any  crime  (other  than  political  offenses  against  the 
Spanish  Government),  those  that  could  be  reached  were  assembled  in  the  assembly 
room,  and  through  the  mayor  I  informed  them  that  they  were  free.  At  this  time, 
about  10  a.  m.,  I  directed  Naval  Cadet  Lodge  to  hoist  the  United  States  flag  over  the 
city  hall,  which  was  done  in  the  presence  of  the  mayor,  who  formally  turned  the 
town  over  to  Mr.  Lodge. 

The  remainder  of  the  political  prisoners  were  confined  in  a  room  the  only  egress 
from  which  was  through  a  court  in  which  were  confined  a  number  of  criminals.  As 
I  had  no  force  with  me  I  sent  a  note  to,  and  later  went  myself  to  Major  Flagler, 
U.  S.  A.,  who  had  just  arrived  with  a  company  of  infantry  at  the  castle  (or  main 
barracts  of  the  city),  requesting  that  lie  send  a  force  to  hold  the  city  hall  and  to 
allow  the  political  prisoners  still  confined  to  be  released.  Major  Flagler,  with  4  men, 
accompanied  me  back  to  the  city  hall,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  mayor  the  remain- 
ing political  prisoners  were  released. 

I  requested  the  mayor  to  make  duplicate  lists  of  the  prisoners  released,  one  to  be 
furnished  the  army,  one  to  be  kept  by  himself. 

Altogether  I  think  that  17  political  prisoners  were  released. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Haines,  First  Lieut.  U.  S.  M.  C. 

Commander  C.  H.  Davis,  U.  S.  N., 

Commanding  V.  S.  S.  Dixie. 


U.  S.  S.  Dixie, 

Guantanamo,  Cuba,  August  2, 1898. 

Sir:  The  following  information  regarding  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico 
was  gathered  by  me  on  my  recent  visit  to  the  island,  partly  through 
intercourse  with  natives  and  residents  and  partly  through  personal 
observation : 

There  are  about  7,000  regular  Spanish  troops  on  the  island.  The 
number  of  volunteers  and  irregular  troops  is  indefinite,  but  those  would 
not  count  against  our  invading  force,  as  popular  sentiment  in  the  island 
is  overwhelmingly  in  favor  of  the  United  States.  The  people  struck 
nie  as  being  superior  intellectually  to  the  Cubans. 

After  the  occupation  of  Guanica  and  Ponce  by  our  navy  and  army 
the  Spanish  forces  began  to  concentrate  on  San  Juan  de  Porto  Eico, 
the  seat  of  the  colonial  government.  This  will  be  the  last  stronghold 
of  Spanish  authority  on  the  island.  It  will  be  difQcult  to  take  San 
Juan  by  a  land  investment  unsupported  by  the  fleet. 

General  Miles's  headquarters  are  now  at  Ponce.  All  transports  are 
being  collected  there  and  reenforcemeuts,  material,  and  baggage  landed 
as  rapidly  as  possible.  The  troops  which  landed  at  Guanica  will  march 
overland  to  Ponce  to  join  the  main  army.  I  understand  that  General 
Miles's  plan  of  campaign  is  an  advance  in  force  across  the  island  from 
Ponce  to  San  Juan  and  a  regular  investment  of  that  place.  The  dis- 
tance is  about  60  miles  in  a  straight  line.  It  must  be  much  more  by 
the  windings  of  the  road.    The  roads  are  good. 

The  natives  assured  me  that  General  Miles  would  meet  with  very 
little  opposition  before  reaching  the  vicinity  of  San  Juan.  San  Juan 
is  the  key  to  the  island.  It  would  be  the  natural  policy  of  the  enemy  to 
concentrate  for  its  defense.  The  governor-general  of  Porto  Eico  has 
telegraphed  Madrid  that  he  can  not  hold  the  colony  for  Spain  unless 
strongly  reenforced,  and  San  Juan  is  already  beginning  to  suffer  for 
want  of  food.  The  people  of  the  country  would  rise  against  the  Spanish 
authority  if  stimulated.    The  Spanish  official  class  and  Spanish  sympa- 
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thizers  will  take  refuge  in  San  Juan,  whicli  may  be  regarded  as  a 
purely  Spanish  city.  General  Miles  can  not  hold  the  island  until  he 
takes  the  city  of  San  Juan  de  Porto  Kico  and  compels  the  surrender  of 
the  colonial  government. 

I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  San  Juan  de  Porto  Eico  could  be 
taken  by  the  fleet  under  your  command  and  by  a  coup  de  main  without 
the  assistance  of  the  army  and  in  advance  of  its  approach  from  the 
south  and  the  complete  conquest  of  the  island  of  Porto  Eico  accom- 
plished by  this  means.  The  plan  would  be  to  send  a  flag  of  trurce  in 
advance  of  the  fleet  with  the  usual  notice  of  bombardment.  The  mon- 
itors might  occupy  the  western  end  of  the  line  and  engage  the  batteries 
on  and  to  the  westward  of  Morro  Point.  The  battle  ships  and  cruisers 
would  continue  the  line  from  the  position  of  the  monitors  easterly  nearly 
to  Necambron  Point  and  bombard  the  city  itself  and  the  land  defenses 
and  suburbs  and  command  the  road  by  which  alone  egress  may  be  Lad 
from  the  city.  Two  or  three  light-draft  vessels  mounting  5-inch  guns 
stationed  near  to  El  Soquoron  could  sweep  and  destroy  San  Antonio 
bridge  and  its  approaches  and  command  the  San  Antonio  Channel  and 
Isla  Grande.  The  landing  force  of  marines,  convoyed  by  gunboats, 
could  land  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  Paloseco  and  occupy  the  shore  on 
the  west  side  of  the  harbor  within  easy  range  of  the  town  for  field 
pieces,  automatic  guns,  and  small  arms,  or  the  marines  could  be  held  in 
reserve  to  land  and  garrison  the  town  on  its  reduction  by  the  fire  from 
the  ships,  whose  volume  would,  I  believe,  insure  an  immediate  sur- 
render of  the  city  and  with  it  the  possession  of  the  whole  island,  or 
would  entirely  destroy  the  place. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  0.  H.  Davis, 

Commander,  Commanding. 

Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  TJ.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  Worth  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Dixie, 
Guantanamo,  Cuba,  August  6, 1898. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  captured  in  Port  Ponce 
on  the  afternoon  of  July  27  last,  when  that  place  was  taken  by  me,  a 
total  of  91  vessels  of  various  descriptions ;  2  of  these  were  under  neutral 
flags  and  were  released;  the  remaining  89  were  the  property  of  Spanish 
subjects,  except  possibly  one  which  was  claimed  by  a  Danish  subject. 
None  of  these  vessels  showed  any  colors  except  the  two  neutrals  above 
referred  to. 

Of  the  89,  which  I  judge  to  be  good  prize,  67  were  sugar  lighters. 
They  were  collected  during  the  night  of  the  27th  and  28th  from  various 
parts  of  the  harbor  by  Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright  in  the 
Oloucester  and  were  held  ready  at  daylight  in  the  vicinity  of  this  ship 
for  use  in  disembarking  the  army,  and  were  so  used  immediately  on  the 
arrival  of  the  transports  at  6.40  a.  m. 

The  remaining  prizes,  sailing  vessels  ranging  from  a  good-size  bark- 
entine  down  to  coasting  schooners  and  fishing  craft,  were  boarded  as 
rapidly  as  possible  by  boats  from  the  Annapolis  and  Dixie.  I  placed 
Naval  Cadet  McCarthy  in  charge  of  all  these  prizes  as  prize  master, 
with  a  boat  from  this  ship  and  a  boat's  crew  as  prize  crew.  As  the  ves- 
sels were  at  anchor  under  the  guns  of  this  ship,  and  many  of  them  had 
their  sails  unbent,  while  owing  to  their  number  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  place  a  separate  prize  master  in  charge  of  each,  I  believe 
that  the  expedient  was  justifiable. 
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I  sailed  from  Ponce  for  St.  Thomas  on  the  afternoon  of  the  28th, 
before  the  enumeration  of  the  prizes  could  be  completed  by  me.  My 
prize  master  was  relieved  by  order  of  the  senior  ofiQcer  present,  and  the 
whole  matter  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  board  appointed  by  him.  I  con- 
tend that  this  board  exceeded  its  legal  authority.  It  appraised  the 
sugar  lighters,  which  had  already  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  were  used,  after  landing  the  army,  for  transportation 
of  baggage  and  material,  for  the  lightering  of  the  Columbia  when 
aground,  and  for  general  purposes  of  Government  service,  thereby 
becoming  distinctly  the  property  of  the  United  States.  Their  appraised 
value  goes  under  prize  law  of  the  United  States  to  their  captors, 
according  to  share;  but  the  board,  in  the  case  of  the  sailing  vessels, 
proceeded  to  sit  as  prize  court  and  adjudicate  the  legality  of  the  capture 
already  effected  by  me.  I  maintain  that  no  power  short  of  a  regular 
constituted  prize  court  of  the  United  States  could  possibly  have  author- 
ity to  do  this. 

Under  the  findings  of  this  board  or  by  the  authority  of  the  customs 
officers  which  were  immediately  appointed  by  the  General  of  the  Army, 
some  of  these  vessels  were  released  or  restored  to  their  owners  and 
allowed  to  depart.  Upon  my  return  to  Ponce  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
31st,  I  found  that  only  15  of  the  original  24  vessels  captured  by  me  had 
been  examined  by  the  board  appointed  by  Captain  Higginson,  and  of 
these  only  3  were  adjudged  by  the  board  to  be  lawful  prize,  the 
remainder  (excluding  the  neutrals),  although  the  property  of  Spanish 
subjects,  were  recommended  by  the  board  to  be  released  and  restored 
to  their  owners. 

Again,  my  stay  in  Ponce  was  too  brief  to  allow  me  to  take  any  steps 
in  securing  these  prizes,  but  I  made  a  vigorous  protest  in  writing 
against  the  proceedings  of  the  board  and  requested  that  the  whole 
matter  should  be  dealt  with  according  to  law. 

Captain  Higginson  sailed  from  Ponce  at  the  same  time  that  I  did. 
I  understand  that  he  placed  my  protest,  together  with  the  appraisal 
and  report  of  the  board  and  the  log  books  of  the  vessels,  in  the  hands 
of  Captain  Chester,  who  remained  as  senior  ofQcer  present. 

I  have  to  request  that  the  commander  in  chief  will  give  such  orders 
as  he  may  deem  proper  to  secure  the  retention  of  these  prizes  and  their 
adjudication  or  appraisal  in  accordance  with  the  law. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  Davis, 
Commander,  Commanding. 

Eear- Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson,  U.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Station. 


U.  S.  S.  Puritan,  1st  Eatb, 

Ponce,  Porto  Rico,  August  12,  1898. 
Sir  :  Tou  are  hereby  appointed  captain  of  the  port,  with  authority 
to  assist  the  custom-house  officers  to  clear  vessels  for  other  ports  and 
to  cooperate  in  every  way  with  the  military  authorities,  as  usual  in  the 
duties  pertaining  to  the  captain  of  the  port's  office. 
Yery  respectfully, 

Fred  Eodgbbs, 
Captain  TJ.  8.  Navy,  Commanding, 

Senior  Officer  Present. 
Lieut.  W.  J.  Maxwell,  U.  S.  Navy. 

C  S.  S.  Columbia. 
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133588. 

[Eeporting  snrrender  of  Arroyo,  Porto  Eico.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
Arroyo,  Porto  Bico,  August  3, 1898. 
SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  receiving  the  peaceful  surrender  of 
Arroyo,  Porto  Uico,  yesterday  at  the  hands  of  the  alcalde,  under  the 
following  conditions : 

(a)  The  civil  authorities  to  remain  in  power  during  the  pleasure  of 
the  Government. 

(6)  The  religious  authorities  to  exercise  their  influence  toward  sup- 
pressing disorder  and  maintaining  peace. 

(c)  All  the  lighters  in  port — five  in  number — to  be  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  United  States,  with  crews  of  natives. 

(d)  All  Spanish  Government  property  and  papers  to  be  surrendered. 

(e)  The  light  houses  to  be  maintained  by  the  former  keeper ;  his  pay 
to  continue  as  before,  at  the  charge  of  the  United  States. 

These  conditions  were  agreed  to  by  the  alcalde,  the  judge,  and  the 
parish'priest. 

At  11.28  a.  m.,  August  1,  the  American  flag  was  hoisted  over  the 
custom-house,  and  a  guard  of  enlisted  men  from  the  Gloucester,  under 
Lieutenant  Woods,  of  that  vessel,  placed  in  charge  of  the  town. 

I  was  personally  on  board  the  Gloucester  at  the  time,  having  been 
sent  by  the  senior  ofl&cer  present  at  Ponce,  Captain  Ludlow,  tJ.  S.  N., 
with  her  and  the  Wasp  to  reconnoiter  Arroyo  and  Jobos  with  reference 
to  landing  Major-General  Brooke,  his  staff,  and  the  First  Army  Corps. 

The  details  of  the  occupation  were  left  with  Lieut.  Commander  Eich- 
ard  Wainwright,  to  whose  judgment  and  advice  I  am  greatly  indebted. 
Lieutenant  Ward,  of  the  Wasp,  after  accompanying" the  Gloucester  to 
the  anchorage,  prepared  to  lend  assistance  in  the  event  of  opposition, 
rendered  invaluable  service  pending  the  negotiations  by  running  lines 
of  soundings,  along  which  deep-draught  vessels  might  safely  approach. 
Upon  his  work  was  based  the  adoption  of  Arroyo  as  the  landing  place. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

0.  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  N.  A.  Station, 

U.  8.  S.  JHfew  York. 


132929. 

U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati,  2d  Eate, 

Arroyo,  Porto  Bico,  August  3, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  U.  S.  steamers  Gloucester 
and  Wasp,  accompanied  by  Capt.  C.  F.  Goodrich,  of  the  8t.  Louis,  left 
Ponce,  Porto  Eico,  on  August  1  by  direction  of  Captain  Higginson,  of 
the  Massachusetts,  to  examine  the  ports  to  the  eastward  for  a  suitable 
place  for  disembarking  the  troops  belonging  to  the  United  States  army 
corps  of  Major-General  Brooke.  The  Wasp  returned  the  same  day,  and 
Captain  Goodrich  reported  to  Captain  Ludlow,  of  the  Terror,  who  had 
just  relieved  me  as  senior  oflQcer,  that  this  port  (Arroyo,  Porto  Eico) 
had  been  selected  as  the  only  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Guayamo  that  a 
landing  could  be  made.  , 

In  the  meantime  I  had  arranged  with  Major-General  Miles,  command- 
ing the  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  the  naval  convoy  and  the  trans- 
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fer  of  a  number  of  barges  from  Ponce  for  use  in  disembarking  the  troops 
and  material. 

Tlie  St.  Louis  started  the  same  night  with  barges  in  tow,  and  the 
(Jineinnati  and  8t.  Paul  followed  early  yesterday,  the  2d  instant. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Wainwright,  of  the  Gloucester,  had  taken 
possession  of  Arroyo  and  held  the  place  during  the  night  and  until  the 
arrival  of  the  army. 

He  found  it  necessary  to  fire  some  shell  into  the  country  back  of  the 
town,  seeing  which  the  St.  Louis,  which  had  anchored  in  the  offing 
since  morning,  steamed  in  and  assisted  her  with  her  5-inch  guns.  The 
reports  of  these  ofiflcers  will  give  the  details  of  this  capture  of  the  town 
of  Arroyo  by  the  Navy,  which  was  most  creditable  to  all  concerned. 

The  disembarkation  of  the  army  corps  is  being  pushed  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch. 

In  anticipation  of  the  advance  of  the  army  on  Guayamo  the  Cincin- 
nati and  St.  Louis  shelled  the  hills  between  that  place  and  its  port 
this  p.  m. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  M.  Chester, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  U.  8.  8.  Cincinnati,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

U.  8.  Flagship,  New  York. 


132494. 

TJ.  8.  S.  Puritan,  1st  Eate, 
At  anchor  Cape  San  Juan,  Porto  Hico,  August  2, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  after  leaving  Key  West,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Amphitrite  and  Montgomery  I  proceeded  with  the  three 
vessels  to  Port  Nipe,  where  we  were  joined  by  the  Leyden  with  orders 
to  proceed  to  this  point  and  await  the  arrival  of  transports.  The  Puri- 
tan and  Amphitrite  are  of  slow  speed  and  small  coal  capacity;  and  after 
sending  to  Guantanamo  for  a  collier  we  were  joined  by  the  latter  at 
Cape  Haitien,  where  all  vessels  were  coaled  from  the  collier  Southery. 
After  leaving  Cape  Haitien  in  company  with  the  Montgomery  the  air 
pump  of  the  starboard  engine  broke  down,  thereby  disabling  that 
engine,  and  repairs  were  made  on  it  under  great  difficulties,  so  that  in 
thirty-four  hours  the  engine  could  be  again  used. 

Having  communicated  with  the  Prairie  off  San  Juan,  and  leaving 
the  Montgomery  there  to  assist  with  the  blockade,  I  proceeded  to  this 
anchorage,  as  ordered  by  Eear- Admiral  Sampson,  a  copy  of  which  order 
is  herewith  inclosed. 

There  are  no  signs  of  a  rendezvous  or  landing  here,  though  it  appears 
to  be  a  very  good  place  for  the  purpose,  and  vessels  could  coal  without 
difficulty.  We  were  joined  here  yesterday  by  the  transports  Mississippi 
and  Arcadia.  These  vessels  were  ordered  here  to  make  a  landing,  but 
are  at  a  loss  what  to  do,  as  no  information  is  available.  I  find  no  collier 
here,  as  was  suggested  in  my  orders,  nor  any  instructions. 

St.  Thomas  appears  to  be  the  only  available  place  for  coaling,  and 
the  Puritan  and  Amphitrite  must  be  coaled  before  proceeding  west  again. 

Yesterday,  August  1,  two  armed  boats  were  sent  inshore,  to  make  a 
reconnoissance,  under  command  of  Lieut.  H.  G.  Dressel.  They  went 
within  half  mile  of  the  town  and  brought  out  .a  Spanish  schooner  and 
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sloop  at  anchor  there.    The  schooner  is  a  good  vessel,  appraised  at 
$1,500,  but  the  sloop  being  worthless  I  have  ordered  her  to  be  released. 
Very  respectfully, 

Fred.  Rodgbes, 
Captain,  TJ.  8.  If.,  Oommanding, 
The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  G, 


139762. 

U.  S.  S.  Cincinnati,  2d  Rate, 
St.  Thomas,  Banish  West  Indies,  September  2,  1898. 

Sir  :  As  part  of  the  record  of  this  ship  for  the  month  of  August, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  attack  by  the 
Spanish  forces  on  the  light-house  at  Cape  San  Juan  on  August  8. 

On  August  7  I  was  ordered  by  Capt.  Frederick  Rodgers,  commauding 
U.  S.  8.  Puritan,  to  proceed  to  maintain  the  blockade  of  the  port  of 
San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  which  had  been  left  open  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  TJ.  S.  S.  New  Orleans. 

I  proceeded  immediately  and,  as  directed,  stopped  at  Cape  San  Juan 
to  take  coal  from  the  U.  S.  S.  Hannibal.  There  I  found  the  U.  S. 
steamers  AmpMtrite  and  Leyden,  and  Captain  Barclay  had  a  party  of 
seamen  on  shore  holding  the  light-house.  Under  the  protection  of  the 
party  were  about  seventy  Porto  Rican  refugees,  most  of  whom  were 
women  and  children.  The  town  of  Fajardo  had  been  occupied  by  our 
naval  forces,  but  upon  their  withdrawal  it  was  raided  by  some  Spanish 
troops,  and  it  was  feared  they  would  make  an  attack  on  the  light-house. 

Just  before  dark  of  the  8th  August  reports  came  in  that  a  large  force, 
said  to  be  several  hundred  strong,  was  advancing  to  retake  the  light- 
house, and,  notwithstanding  the  urgent  necessity  of  reestablishing  the 
blockade,  I  deemed  that  the  circumstances  warranted  my  remaining  to 
assist  in  the  defense  of  the  place,  especially  as  a  night  attack  was  threat- 
ened and  the  Cincinnati  was  the  only  ship  present  with  search  lights  in 
working  order. 

At  about  midnight  firing  was  begun  on  shore  and  the  three  ships, 
under  the  glare  of  the  Cincinnati's  search  lights,  immediately  began  to 
shell  the  woods  and  slope  of  the  hill  on  which  the  light-house  stands. 
This,  together  with  the  fire  on  shore,  soon  drove  back  the  attacking 
party. 

Early  the  next  morning,  as  Captain  Barclay  wished  to  withdraw  his 
men  and  the  refugees,  a  force,  consisting  of  the  marine  guard  of  this 
ship,  under  command  of  First  Lieut.  John  A.  Lejeune,  U.  S.  M.  C, 
assisted  by  Naval  Cadet  Y.  S.  Williams,  TJ.  S.  N.,  with  about  the  same 
number  of  men  from  the  Amphitrite  (30),  landed  and  covered  the  party 
on  shore  while  the  withdrawal  took  place.  The  work  was  well  done 
and  the  refugees  were  soon  on  board  the  Leyden,  which  vessel  trans- 
ported them  to  Ponce,  Porto  Rico. 

Soon  after  the  Cincinnati  left  for  the  blockade,  before  I  could  learn 
the  effects  and  details  of  the  night's  work,  for  which  I  respectfully  refer 
to  the  report  of  Capt.  C.  J.  Barclay,  TJ.  S.  N.,  commanding  TJ.  S.  S. 
Amphitrite. 

Very  respectfully,  0.  M.  Chester, 

Captain,  United  States  Navy, 
Commanding  and  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Secretary  op  the  Navy, 

NoAjy  Department. 
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135795, 

[Occurrences  during  command  ashore.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Amphiteitb,  2d  Rate, 
Off  Gape  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico,  August  10, 1898. 

SiE:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  occurrences 
during  my  absence  from  this  vessel,  in  command  at  light-house,  August 
6  to  9. 

Ensign  K.  M.  Bennett,  with  Asst.  Engineer  D.  J.  Jenkins,  Naval 
Cadets  W.  H.  Boardman  and  Paul  Foley,  Pay  Clerk  O.  F.  Cato  and  14= 
petty  officers  and  men  left  the  ship  at  7  p.  m.  to  reoccupy  light-house. 
At  7.15  I  received  orders  to  follow  with  a  second  boat  and  take  com- 
mand. At  7.45  I  started  with  Asst.  Surg.  A.  H,  Heppner  and  14  armed 
petty  officers  and  men. 

On  my  way  in  I  found  Ensign  Bennett's  boat  seeking  for  narrow 
entrance  through  reef,  and  ordered  that  it  follow  me  in.  It  was  very 
dark,  and  after  getting  half  through  the  channel  both  boats  grounded; 
but  by  the  exertions  of  the  men  in  the  water  both  were  on  the  sand 
beach  by  9  o'clock.  I  sent  Ensign  Bennett  with  his  command  to  occupy 
the  light-house  and  light  the  lamp,  remaining  with  the  other  squad  to 
see  the  ship's  boats  clear  of  reef.  They  grounded  going  out,  but  with 
the  rising  moon  at  length  discovered  them  clear,  and  proceeded  up  the 
hill.  Ko  enemy  appeared.  On  reaching  the  light-house  I  was  informed 
that  Naval  Cadet  Boardman  (of  whose  presence  I  then  first  learned, 
as  I  had  not  known  who  accompanied  Ensign  Bennett)  had  been 
wounded  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a  revolver.  The  doctor  reported 
a  bad  flesh  wound  (not  serious)  on  inner  side  left  thigh  near  femoral 
artery,  which  artery  he  believed  had  not  been  cut.  Tourniquets  had 
been  put  on,  but  there  had  been  much  loss  of  blood.  Mr.  Boardman 
was  lying  on  mattress  in  hall,  where  he  had  fallen,  but  was  then  removed 
to  officers'  room.  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  further  the  surgeon's 
wishes,  and  lost  no  time  in  attending  to  his  request  that  his  patient  be 
removed  to  the  ship.  Owing  to  distance  and  poor  performance  of  sig- 
nal lanterns  I  could  not  communicate  with  ship  at  once,  but  did  so  as 
soon  as  torches  of  waste  soaked  in  kerosene  could  be  made.  Meanwhile 
I  sent  Chief  Gunner's  Mate  P.  C.  Stickney,  with  C.  W.  McKillip  (ordi- 
nary seaman)  to  act  as  interpreter,  to  get  news  to  ship  as  best  they 
could,  which  duty  was  performed  with  such  remarkable  efficiency  that 
they  reached  the  ship  in  a  water-logged  skiff  in  time  to  accompany 
Dr.  H.  Gr.  Beyer  on  his  way  over  in  a  boat  sent  for  Mr,  Boardman's 
transportation.  At  about  midnight  the  two  surgeons  attended  their 
patient  off  to  the  ship.  It  was  then  moonlight,  and  although  the  path 
was  rugged  the  stretcher  men  performed  their  duty  most  carefully. 
Ensign  Bennett  accompanied  the  party  with  an  escort.  Throughout 
this  time  there  was  no  neglect  of  military  precautions.  It  only  remains 
to  add  of  Mr.  Boardman  that  he  had  gone  ahead  to  the  lighthouse  by 
Mr.  Bennett's  order,  with  three  men.  Entering  the  dark  hall,  he  had 
assured  himself  that  the  place  was  unoccupied  by  any  enemy,  and  then 
directed  his  men  to  lay  aside  their  loaded  weapons  before  ascending  the 
spiral  stairway  to  the  light.  At  this  order  belts  were  taken  off.  A 
revolver  dropped  from  a  defective  holster  (it  was  found  later  to  have  no 
catch)  and,  falling  on  the  marble-tiled  floor,  went  off,  the  bullet  striking 
Mr.  Boardman.  It  is  a  satisfaction  to  me  to  have  previously  expressed 
to  the  executive  and  other  officers  my  appreciation  of  Mr.  Boardman's 
coolness,  efficiency,  and  energy  in  doing  his  duty,  both  as  junior  officer 
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of  the  forward  turret  of  this  ship  an  I  on  the  expedition  to  take  the 
light-house  led  by  Lieutenant-Oommauder  Selfridge.  Though  only 
half  through  his  Naval  Academy  course  he  was  remarkably  familiar 
with  all  sorts  of  professional  details,  and  his  future  as  a  naval  officer 
was  most  promising. 

On  the  7th  spent  the  forenoon  instructing  the  men  in  use  of  arms  and 
Colt  gun  and  iu  perfecting  defenses. 

MiUtary  defense. — The  light-house  is  a  brick  structure  100  by  40  feet, 
inside  measurement,  with  walls  2  feet  thick,  evidently  built  for  military 
defense.  There  is  little  woodwork  about  it  except  the  doors  and  win- 
dows. These  are  furnished  with  heavy  shutters,  instead  of  frames  for 
glass,  and  have  ordinary  slat  blinds  outside  of  them.  The  shutters 
when  closed  are  secured  with  iron  diagonal  braces.  The  floor  is  marble 
tile,  the  roof  beams  and  girders  iron,  and  the  roof  floor  brick.  There 
is  only  one  lofty  story  and  no  cellar.  The  front  is  commanded  by  a 
slightly  raised  central  portico,  with  loopholes  in  the  parapet.  Opposite 
the  portico  the  light  house  tower  abuts  against  the  rear  wall,  and  a 
circular  gallery  just  under  the  light  is  loopholed.  The  light  tower  is 
about  twice  as  high  from  the  ground  as  the  roof,  and  can  only  be 
entered  from  the  ground  floor  or  the  roof.  Two-foot  brick  parapet 
walls^  about  2^  feet  high,  subdivide  the  roof.  The  window  sills  are  5 
or  6  feet  above  the  ground. 

The  light  is  265  feet  above  the  sea  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  hill,  which 
commands  the  four  lower  hills  and  the  distant  land  approaches  across 
a  low  neck  half  a  mile  south.  The  four  lower  hills  are  near  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  and  the  five  make  up  a  small  promontory  on 
which  it  is  difBcult  to  land  boats  on  account  of  shallow  water  over  coral 
reefs.  The  land  drops  away  from  the  light-house  immediately  and  on 
all  sides.  Fifty  feet  from  the  building  is  a  barbed-wire  fence.  Around 
this  and  from  50  to  200  yards  from  it  is  another  barbed-wire  fence  and 
a  low  hedge.  Beyond  all  is  rugged  hillside,  covered  densely  with  high 
brush  and  creepers  and  traversed  by  rough  paths,  except  west,  where 
there  is  a  pastare  commanded  by  the  light-house.  The  light-house 
inclosures  are  cleared  except  of  a  few  low  bushes  and  cactus  hedges. 

To  render  the  building  secure  against  a  front  rush  I  had  loop-holes 
cut  in  the  main  doors  and  relays  of  three  men  on  each  side  stationed 
to  shoot  through  them.  As  the  portico  would  offer  protection  to  any 
who  got  into  it  and  kept  from  in  front  of  the  doors,  two  bricks  were 
knocked  out  of  its  roof  and  a  man  put  at  each  with  a  revolver.  To 
give  light  small  balls  of  waste,  soaked  in  kerosene,  were  provided  them, 
as  the  only  danger  from  fire  was  to  the  door  itself.  To  cover  windows 
of  east  and  west  faces  it  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  defenders 
to  expose  themselves  over  the  parapet,  and  shuttered  loop-holes  were 
made  in  them  as  a  precaution.  A  large  supply  of  keroseue  in  boxed 
cans  was  in  the  base  of  the  tower.  Three  narrow  windows  for  its  ven- 
tilation were  chocked  with  large  stones  rammed  in  tight,  to  prevent 
inflammable  or  explosive  material  being  shoved  into  the  kerosene  room. 
Two  days'  supply  of  food  and  ample  ammunition  were  supplied  from 
ship  by  your  order,  and  each  night  every  receptacle  was  filled  with 
drinking  water.  Sentries  were  posted  on  the  tower,  on  east  and  west 
end  of  roof,  and  at  the  entrance  door.  Part  of  the  time  it  was  neces- 
sary to  post  a  sentry  outside  at  the  end  of  a  narrow  lane  that  formed 
the  only  approach;  but  when  the  moon  rose  he  was  called  in  and  the 
door  barred.  By  day  a  tower  sentry  and  a  post  at  the  gate  were  main- 
tained, the  petty  officer  acting  corporal  of  the  guard  having  strict 
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orders  to  allow  no  outside  communication  without  my  authority.  The 
Colt  gnu  was  mounted  on  the  roof  to  sweep  the  lane.  Two  seamen 
who  spoke  Spanish  did  the  interpreting. 

The  force  available  was  divided  into  4  sections  of  6  men  each,  com- 
manded by  a  petty  officer.  Each  pair  of  sections  had  an  officer. 
Cooks,  police,  scouts,  signalmen,  and  interpreters  all  stood  watch  and 
watch,  or  quarter  watch,  as  seemed  necessary,  and  every  man  knew  hia 
station,  and  slept  ready  for  a  call.  The  men  behaved  with  admirable 
good  will,  and  I  heard  absolutely  no  complaints  or  grumbling,  and  the 
only  requests  made  me  were  for  permission  to  go  scouting-7a  duty 
assigned  to  B.  J.  Brown,  a  boatswain's  mate,  first  class,  in  addition  to 
his  duty  as  corporal  of  the  guard  and  interpreter,  and  which  some  of 
the  other  men  coveted. 

The  natives  were  excellently  disposed  toward  us,  and  showed  a  dis- 
position to  assist  us  in  every  way  that  involved  no  personal  risk.  They 
had  machetes,  but  absolutely  no  firearms.  On  the  7th  these  people 
came  with  all  kinds  of  impossible  rumors  of  approaching  Spanish  troops, 
from  whom  they  evidently  dreaded  the  worst  possible  treatment,  and  I 
at  length  allowed  Brown  to  go  for  information.  He  dressed  in  native 
costume,  carried  a  revolver,  and  set  out  on  a  very  inferior  nag,  and  I 
watched  him  over  the  hill  2  miles  away  with  some  misgiving,  but  five 
hours  later  he  returned  at  full  gallop  on  a  beautiful  horse  and  reported 
having  counted  or  estimated  a  troop  of  mounted  infantry,  proceeding 
from  Loquillo  to  Fajar do,  numbering  between  90  and  100  men.  We 
learned  later  there  were  120  of  them.  With  reliable  information  of 
such  a  force  about  4  miles  away,  the  men  fully  realized  the  necessity  of 
precautions  already  taken. 

About  the  time  the  scout  returned  large  numbers  of  women  and 
children  were  seen  coming  from  direction  of  Pajardo.  Among  them 
were  the  wives  of  Drs.  Veve  and  Bird,  whom  I  had  orders  from  you  to 
receive  into  the  light-house.  With  them  came  about  200  people,  and 
about  500  more  followed.  As  to  take  them  all  was  impossible,  and 
entirely  unnecessary  had  it  been  possible,  I  received  about  50  women 
and  children  whom  the  Spanish  might  annoy  on  account  of  the  stand 
taken  by  the  men  of  their  families.  I  turned  away  all  servants  and 
people  I  judged  of  no  political  consequence,  advising  them  to  get  back 
home  as  soon  as  they  could.  I  advised  them  they  were  in  a  dangerous 
neighborhood  and  could  not  be  assisted  in  case  of  attack.  Nothwith- 
standing  my  urgent  representations,  I  believe  there  were  from  500 
to  800  people  among  the  hills  of  the  peninsula  who  remained  there 
from  the  7th  until  the  evening  of  the  9th,  when  the  Spanish  had 
attacked  and  withdrawn,  leaving  this  district  at  3  p.  m.  that  day. 
They  lay  concealed  at  night  behind  the  hills  I  pointed  out  to  their  lead- 
ers as  safest  from  shell  fire  of  our  ships.  They  had  no  shelter  and  little 
besides  fruit  to  eat,  but  their  dread  of  the  Spanish  soldiers  was  more 
than  my  arguments  could  dispel.  The  men  hung  around  our  clearing 
the  night  of  the  7th,  causing  constant  alarms,  and  the  following  day  I 
sent  word  that  I  would  shoot  at  anyone  who  came  in  sight  after  dark. 
The  good  results  of  this  appeared  the  night  of  the  attack,  when  we  had 
no  false  alarms. 

After  the  arrival  of  the  people  from  Fajardo,  I  signaled  you  for 
instructions  concerning  refugees.  Ton  visited  the  light-house  and  fully 
approved  of  the  action  I  had  taken,  both  as  to  those  received  and  those 
excluded.  I  quartered  the  refugees  the  best  I  could  in  the  soldiers' 
rooms.  There  was  a  range  and  a  water-closet  in  each  wing.  The  women 
endured  the  unavoidable  hardships  of  the  situation  with  admirable  for- 
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titude.  There  were  Ave  men  of  the  Veve,  Bird,  and  alcalde's  families, 
and  these  I  put  in  a  room  by  themselves.  There  was  also  an  English 
cofi'ee  planter  named  Hansard,  an  old  British  soldier  of  the  India  fron- 
tier, who  acted  as  my  aid,  and  also  relieved  roof  sentries  of  night 
watches.  He  was  the  only  refugee  who  offered  his  services,  but  his 
were  valuable.  I  kept  my  men  from  intruding  into  the  rooms  assigned 
to  the  women,  except  when  necessary  for  a  daily  inspection  or  for  a 
sentry  to  make  rounds  at  night.  I  did  my  best  to  convince  the  women 
they  were  safe  from  any  possible  attacks  of  the  enemy,  and  on  the  night 
of  the  attack  they  gave  no  trouble,  carried  out  my  orders  for  their 
safely,  and  seemed  in  no  great  trepidation.  They  were  cheerful  aud 
uncomplaining  throughout  and  won  my  hearty  admiration.  They  were 
mostly  ladies  accustomed  to  having  everything  done  by  servants,  but 
they  kept  their  little  ones  quiet,  helped  cook  their  own  meals,  etc. 
Their  one  great  dread  was  lest  they  be  abandoned  to  the  Spanish,  and 
that  I  assured  them  could  never  happen,  since  they  were  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States  Government.  The  arrival  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, the  collier  Hannibal,  and  the  Leyden  on  the  8th  instant,  greatly 
reassured  them,  especially  since  they  conceived  the  collier  to  be  a 
transport  with  soldiers.  I  gave  out  by  my  interpreter  for  circulation 
among  the  people  outside  that  we  had  100  soldiers,  although  we  had 
only  28.  During  the  7th  Messrs.  Jenkins  and  Foley  returned  to  the 
ship,  and  on  the  8th  Ensign  Bronson,  Assistant  Engineer  Jenkins, 
and  Gunner  Campbell  came  with  the  relief  party  for  half  the  men,  and 
Ensign  Bennett  and  Mr.  Oato  went  on  board. 

On  the  7th  and  8th  men  kept  dashing  up  on  horseback  with  the  wild- 
est rumors — one  had  seen  500  Spanish  soldiers,  another  800,  etc.  The 
best  information  I  could  get  from  ships  and  shore  convinced  me  that 
either  240  or  350  were  reasonable  estimates,  depending  on  whether  two 
or  three  parties  of  about  120  each  had  been  seen.  I  am  now  inclined 
to  think  the  latter  was  nearer  the  truth.  I  tried  to  make  use  of  the 
body  of  200  men  armed  with  machetes  that  lay  beyond  the  west  hill  to 
form  lines  of  runners  and  warn  us  from  beyond  the  isthmus  of  any 
movement  of  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  attack.  They  promised 
readily,  but  the  attack  came  without  other  warning  than  our  own 
vigilance  afibrded. 

At  11  on  the  night  of  the  attack  I  began  to  get  indications  of  some- 
thing going  on,  and,  although  it  was  too  dark  to  be  sure  of  anything,  I 
thought  I  saw  moving  figures  of  men  in  white  on  the  edge  of  the  woods 
250  yards  southwest.  As  the  men  greatly  needed  rest,  I  determined 
not  to  arouse  them  needlessly.  Flashing  of  lights  was  reported,  but 
since  none  could  be  shown  me,  I  was  uncertain.  At  about  11.45  it 
began  to  lighten  a  little  as  the  moon  rose  behind  clouds,  and  with  my 
night  glass  I  made  out  what  I  believed  to  be  an  oflflcer  at  the  corner  of 
the  woods  referred  to.  He  stood  out  in  the  open.  Shortly  after  I  saw  the 
buttock  of  a  man  in  white  exposed  behind  a  bush  on  one  side,  and  then 
three  or  four  men  in  white  showed  for  an  instant  on  the  other  side.  I 
gave  no  noisy  alarm,  but  cautioned  the  lookouts  to  watch  carefully. 
I  had  men  on  roof  shaken  awake,  went  downstairs  and  called  Mr.  Han 
sard,  and  went  out  to  Gunner  Campbell,  who  had  charge  below.  I 
met  him  on  the  step  and  ordered  him  to  have  the  corporal  of  the  guard 
bring  in  the  sentry  and  close  the  door.  I  started  with  him  for  the  gate 
when  the  sentry  and  corporal  came  running  up,  having  seen  men  in  the 
road,  and  at  that  instant  there  came  a  volley  from  without.  "We 
retreated  inside  and  closed  the  door.  Certain  as  to  my  arrangements, 
and  entirely  confident  of  Gunner  Campbell,  I  went  up  to  the  roo£ 
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There  I  found  the  men  steady  at  their  stations  shooting  over  the  para- 
pet without  unnecessary  exposure.  I  made  mj  rounds  and  then  fired 
ten  shots  from  southwest  corner  of  parapet  at  near-by  flashes  from 
bushes  with  a  6-millimeter  rifle.  During  the  following  hour  I  found 
time  for  another  ten  shots  with  a  Lee  .45  caliber. 

Two  rifles,  one  of  each  kind,  failed  us,  although  they  were  in  order 
before  dark  that  night.  I  gave  one  man  a  revolver,  and  the  other,  after 
a  call  from  a  man  that  he  had  emptied  his  belt,  distributed  cartridges 
in  his  hat.  All  were  cool  and  steady,  and  it  was  soon  observed  and 
commented  on  that  the  Mauser  bullets  were  singing  high  above  us. 
Believing  the  attack  to  be  entirely  from  the  front  and  west  faces,  I  had 
my  men  mainly  along  those  lines.  Those  stationed  on  the  other  sides 
fired  occasionally,  but  I  question  if  they  saw  anything  to  shoot  at. 

I  had  the  light  put  out  as  a  signal  of  attack,  and  the  ships'  search 
lights  began  to  play  and  their  secondary  batteries  to  fire.  They  were 
1,800  yards  distant.  I  thought  with  search  lights  to  direct  the  fire  we 
should  be  in  no  danger  from  the  ships,  but  I  noticed  the  men  were 
annoyed  at  the  proximinity  of  their  shells,  several  of  which  passed 
nearly  over  us  and  exploded  on  a  hill  in  line  half  a  mile  beyond,  and 
one  shrapnel  exploded  over  us.  At  about  12.30  a  shell  struck  the  para- 
pet between  two  men,  throwing  one  of  them  prone.  It  demolished  the 
2-foot  wall,  gouged  along  the  bricks  of  the  roof,  diverged  a  little  to  the 
right,  into  the  end  of  the  inner  wall,  which  it  tore  off,  and  did  not 
explode.  It  was  undeformed,  but  its  base  fuse  had  unscrewed  and 
was  not  recovered.  Large  bricks  were  scattered  all  over  the  roof,  and 
with  the  stiff  easterly  breeze  the  mortar  dust  was  blinding  until  the  roof 
was  sprinkled.  Although  the  shell  must  have  traveled  almost  within 
touch  of  six  men  not  one  was  hurt.  It  was  found  at  daybreak  on  the 
roof,  and  was  one  our  B-pounders. 

I  at  once  had  the  light  lighted.  About  12.30  the  whistling  of  bullets 
overhead  ceased,  though  flashes  still  came  occasionally  from  the  brush 
and  were  answered.  Shortly  after  I  gave  the  order  to  cease  fiiring. 
Immediately  after  a  man  fired  at  a  flash  in  the  bushes,  and  these  were 
the  last  shots  fired. 

I  signaled  the  ships  we  needed  no  help  and  that  no  one  was  hurt. 
At  2  two  Spanish  soldiers  crossed  an  open  space,  but  I  would  not  allow 
my  men  to  fire  on  them,  as  they  were  going  away  and  I  thought  it 
unnecessary  to  arouse  the  ships  again.  It  was  now  so  light  from  the 
moon  that  there  was  no  chance  for  a  surprise.  I  kept  the  doors  closed 
until  after  daylight,  and  the  men  kept  ready  of  their  own  accord, 
though  only  half  were  required  to  do  so. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  the  Spanish  intended  a  serious  attack  they 
were  deterred  both  by  finding  us  ready  and  by  the  fire  and  search  lights 
of  the  ships.  At  day  no  Spanish  were  about,  and  the  natives  who 
approached  had  no  news  of  any,  except  that  they  brought  in  a  few  evi- 
dences of  the  night  attack  in  the  shape  of  empty  Mauser  shells,  a  rifle, 
etc.  Pools  of  blood  were  also  found  at  the  corner,  and  some  equip- 
ments ;  also  the  cleaning  rod  of  a  machine  gun.  During  the  attack  the 
gunner  saw  men  in  the  rocks  and  bushes  in  front  of  door,  and  himself 
fired  at  their  flashes.  Some  old  soldiers  fired  at  flashes  seen  about 
half  a  mile  away  among  cocoanut  trees  on  west  edge  of  lagoon.  Nei- 
ther of  these  facts  came  to  my  knowledge  that  night,  but  a  strong  force 
at  a  distance  accounts  for  the  stream  of  bullets  that  kept  going  high 
above  us  and  seemed  to  me  to  come  from  southwest. 

Of  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  present  or  engaged  I  can  form  no  reliable 
estimate,  but  I  do  not  think  they  were  in  force  along  the  clearing.    The 
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estimate  of  the  country  people  (though  they  still  stick  to  it),  that  300 
were  engaged  and  109  killed  and  wounded,  may  safely  be  considered 
absurd.  The  report  made  to  you  by  Dr.  Veve's  man  of  72  infantry  and 
24  cavalry,  with  2  killed  and  3  wounded,  one  of  the  killed  a  lieutenant, 
seems  much  more  probable.  I  saw  no  cavalry,  however.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell estimates  150,  but  1  do  not  know  his  reasons  for  that  opinion. 
One  thousand  one  hundred  shots  were  fired  from  the  22  rifles  in  the 
light-house. 

To  conclude,  I  am  convinced  that  we  could  have  held  the  place 
against  a  first  rush  attack  of  any  number  of  Spanish  soldiers  not 
exceeding  200. 

The  relief  party  landed  the  morning  of  the  9th  and  the  women  and 
children  to  the  number  of  60  were  sent  to  the  Leyden  without  accident. 
We  closed  the  light-house,  and  by  your  orders  left  the  flag  flying. 

Of  the  ofQcers  with  me  at  the  light-house  at  the  time  of  the  attack, 
Gunner  Campbell  displayed  especial  zeal  and  efl&ciency.  Assistant 
Engineer  Jenkins  went  beyond  the  mere  lines  of  his  duty  in  acting, 
although  without  previous  military  training,  with  coolness  and  credit 
as  junior  officer  of  the  guard.  Ensign  Bronson  was  unconcerned  under 
fire. 

Of  those  who  had  been  relieved  before  the  attack,  Ensign  Bennett 
deserves  special  mention  for  untiring  watchfulness  and  energetic  prepa- 
ration, and  with  him  I  felt  certain  the  right  thing  would  be  done  in 
any  emergency.  The  conduct  of  Naval  Cadet  Foley  and  Pay  Clerk 
Cato  (who  has  had  military  experience)  convinced  me  that  they  were 
men  to  be  relied  upon.  Dr.  Heppner  attended  his  patient  under  trying 
circumstances  in  a  manner  which  I  desire  to  commend.  The  enlisted 
men  gave  me  admirable  support.  They  were  energetic,  intelligent, 
and  always  cheerful,  although  some  of  them  slept  only  a  few  hours  of 
the  three  days  we  were  ashore.  While  especially  mentioning  F.  C. 
Stickney,  chief  gunner's  mate,  E.  H.  Brown,  boatswain's  mate,  first 
class,  I  must  state  that  without  naming  nearly  all  who  were  there  I 
can  not  do  justice  to  their  merits.  1  feel  certain  they  would  have  died 
if  need  be  in  defense  of  the  light-house  and  women  and  children  it  con- 
tained. If  it  can  in  any  way  tend  to  bettering  their  rank  I  should 
like  to  make  a  separate  report  concerning  a  number  of  them. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Chaelbs  N.  Atwatbr, 

Zdeutenant,  U.  8.  N. 

Capt.  Chas.  J.  Baeolay, 

Commanding  U.  8,  8.  Amphitrite. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  CONJUNCTION  WITH   TflE  AEMT. 
(O)   CONVOY,   TRAN8P0ETING,   AND  LANDING  OF  TROOPS.* 

TJ.  S.  8.  Wasp, 
Blockading  between  Havcma  and  Bahia  Honda,  Ouha, 

May  13,  1898. 
(Latitude  23°  05'  N.,  longitude  82°  52'  W.) 

SiE:  Yesterday,  12th  instant,  at  11  a.  m.,  while  coasting  eastward 
from  Bahia  Honda,  this  vessel,  when  about  4  miles  east  of  Mariel,  fell 
in  with  the  steamer  Gussie,  of  New  Orleans,  having  on  board  two  com- 
panies of  United  States  infantry,  accompanied  by  the  newspaper  tugs 
Triton  and  Dewey,  and  escorted  by  the  TJ.  S.  revenue-cutter  Manning. 
The  party  was  proceeding  westward  along  the  beach  about  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  shore.  I  was  informed  from  the  Oussie  that 
the  troops  intended  to  land;  took  station  ahead  of  the  Gussie  and  pro- 
ceeded westward. 

At  2  p.  m.  the  Gussie  came  to  off  a  point  just  west  of  the  entrance 
to  Cabanas  Harbor.  At  2.47  the  first  troops  landed  on  Cuban  soil,  and 
formed  skirmish  lines  to  the  southward  in  a  dense  growth  of  underbush. 

At  3.15  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  the  southwest  and  west  upon  this 
vessel  and  presumably  upon  the  Manning  and  the  troops.  Eeturned 
the  fire  with  the  port  6-pounders,  using  every  precaution  to  keep  clear 
of  the  probable  position  of  our  own  forces. 

At  3.30  the  U.  8.  S.  Dolphin,  bearing  the  broad  pennant  of  Commo- 
dore J.  0.  Watson,  U.  8.  N.,  hove  in  sight,  approaching  from  the  north- 
ward and  eastward.  About  the  same  hour  a  captain  of  the  First  United 
States  Infantry  came  on  board,  and  stated  that  he  had  1 00  men  on  shore 
in  the  brush;  that  they  were  outnumbered  and  outflanked  to  the  west- 
ward, and  would  withdraw  as  soon  as  possible.  He  requested  me  to 
resume  firing  during  the  embarkation  and  pointed  out  a  safe  limit  of 
fire  clear  of  our  own  troops ;  opened  fire  immediately  at  distances  vary- 
ing from  1,200  to  2,000  yards,  to  clear  the  underbush  throughout. 

The  Manning  was  also  boarded  by  the  army  officer  and  commenced 
firing  in  the  same  direction.  The  embarkation  proceeded  without 
further  interference  from  the  en  emy.  Expended  80  rounds  of  6-pounder 
ammunition.  About  4.30  passed  within  hail  of  the  U.  8.  S.  Dolphin  in 
obedience  to  signal.  At  5  returned  to  the  Gussie  and  remained  within 
covering  distance  until  after  her  departure  with  the  Manning  about 
6.15  p.  m.,  both  vessels  proceeding  to  the  eastward.  This  vessel  then 
stood  westward  along  the  coast  for  the  night. 

I  was  informed  by  the  Manning  just  before  her  departure  that  another 
attempt  to  land  would  be  made  by  the  same  forces  east  of  Mariel  at 
daybreak  this  morning.  I  accordingly  timed  the  movements  of  this 
vessel  so  as  to  be  on  hand.  The  Manning  hove  in  sight  NNE.  of 
Mariel  at  6,  the  Gussie  arriving  about  one  hour  and  a  half  later. 

*▲  leport  in  legard  to  convoy,  etc.,  in  the  Pacific  is  printed  on  page  137. 
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Hailed  the  Oussie  aud  ottered  services,  asking  if  any  landing  would  be 
made  this  day.  In  reply  was  informed  that  the  troops  might  not  land, 
but  were  expecting  to  meet  the  insurgents. 

At  8.15  a.  m.  all  proceeded  along  the  coast  to  the  westward  about 
1,100  yards  offshore,  the  Wasp  leading,  followed  by  the  Oussie,  with 
the  Manning  on  her  port  quarter. 

At  9.15  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  musketry  upon  this  vessel 
from  the  adobe  watchtower  3  miles  east  of  Mariel.  Returned  the  fire 
with  the  port  6-pounders,  Chief  Gunner's  Mate  J.  Laven,  of  gun  No. 
2,  striking  the  tower  fairly  at  the  fourth  shot.  The  Manning  also 
opened  on  the  tower. 

The  Qussie  hauled  off  to  the  NNE.  at  9.20  a.  m.,  eventually  followed 
h^tl^Q Manning.  Expended  18 rounds Gpounder ammunition.  Resumed 
patrol  to  the  westward  at  9.35. 

During  these  first  experiences  under  fire  the  conduct  of  the  crew  and 
officers  was  all  that  could  be  desired. 

Very  respectfully,  Aaron  Ward, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding, 

Commodore  J.  C.  "Watson,  U.  S.  N., 

Senior  Officer  Present. 


[Telegram.] 

Washington,  May  3, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

No  large  army  movement  can  take  place  for  a  fortnight,  and  no  small 
one  will  until  after  we  know  the  whereabouts  of  the  four  Spanish 
armored  cruisers  and  destroyers.  If  their  objective  is  Porto  Eico,  they 
should  arrive  about  May  8,  and  immediate  action  against  them  and 
San  Juan  is  then  authorized.  In  such  case  the  Flying  Squadron  would 
reenforce  you. 

Long. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  May  6, 1898. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  £>.  0. 

Sir:  Referring  to  the  conference  held  at  the  White  House,  May  2, 
at  which  General  Miles  and  Admiral  Sicard  were  present,  you  will 
recollect  that  it  was  finally  agreed  that  a  force  of  40,000  or  50,000  men, 
with  the  necessary  provisions,  equipments,  transports,  etc.,  should  be 
at  once  prepared  and  embarked  for  the  north  coast  of  Cuba,  near 
Havana,  for  the  purpose  of  investing  that  city  or  operating  against  it  on 
the  land  side,  and  that  it  was  announced  that  the  land  forces  and 
transports  could  be  ready  in  about  two  weeks  from  that  time. 

At  that  conference  the  representatives  of  the  Navy  stated  that  the 
fleet  would  protect  the  expeditionary  force  of  the  Army  while  crossing, 
and  also  afterwards  protect  its  communication  with  our  Gulf  coast. 
The  Navy  is,  accordingly,  ready  to  afford  the  above  protection  at  any 
time,  and  will  be  glad  if  the  War  Department  will  as  soon  as  possible 
lix  a  day  when  it  will  be  ready  to  embark  its  expeditionary  force,  pre- 
pared to  land  and  maintain  itself  against  the  Spanish  army. 
EespectfuUy, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary, 
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Washington,  May  13, 1898. 
The  Seoeetaey  of  Wab. 

Sir:  As  it  has  been  positively  ascertained  that  the  Spanish  Gape 
Verde  fleet  has  appeared  off  the  west  coast  of  Martinique,  it  becomes 
necessary  to  guard  the  lighter  vessels  on  the  blockade,  and  to  dispose 
the  heavier  ships  to  maneuver  with  the  view  of  developing  the  enemy's 
plans  and  bringing  him  to  a  speedy  action  if  practicable.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  considered  by  the  Department  to  be  inexpeilient  to  expose 
the  army  or  any  part  of  it  on  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  Cuba  uutil 
the  plans  of  the  enemy's  squadron  are  ascertained,  or  until  he  has  been 
captured  or  seriously  worsted. 

In  consequence  of  this  new  state  of  affairs,  the  orders  which  were 
lately  issued  for  the  navy  to  convoy  the  army  expeditionary  corps  for 
Cuba  have  been  countermanded  for  the  present. 
Eespectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Washington,  May  20, 1898. 
Sampson,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Army  expects  to  have  within  a  few  days  about  thirty  transport 
steamers  at  Tampa,  Fla.  Please  take  such  means  as  you  think  proper 
for  guarding  them. 

Long. 


Washington,  May  26,  1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

Convoy  steamer  Adria  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  direct  senior  officer 
present  at  Santiago  to  furnish  Oaptaia  Allen,  Signal  Corps,  such  assist- 
ance as  may  be  practicable. 

Long. 


Washnigton,  May  31, 1898. 
The  President. 

Sir:  The  Navy  Department  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  concert  of 
movement,  so  necessary  and  difficult  in  a  combined  expedition,  would 
be  much  advanced  in  the  approaching  expedition  by  the  commanding 
general  embarking  on  board  the  ship  of  the  senior  naval  officer  in  the 
convoy;  thus  opportunity  would  be  allowed  for  consultation. 

This  Department  further  suggests  that  it  would  be  feasible  so  to 
arrange,  when  within  striking  distance  of  Santiago,  that  a  detachment 
of  2,000  to  3,000  troops  be  sent  ahead  of  the  main  body  of  the  army 
between  midnight  and  4  a.  m.,  supported  by  the  fire  of  the  smaller 
ships  of  the  blockade,  to  seize  the  important  bridge  of  Juragua,  which 
is  reported  to  be  mined  and  guarded  by  some  30  or  40  Spanish  soldiers ; 
the  main  body  of  the  army  could  arrive  about  daybreak  and  land  at  the 
place  designated  for  that  purpose,  immediately  supporting  its  advanced 
corps  at  the  bridge. 

This  Department  is  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  no  body  of  seamen 
should  be  landed  for  this  attempt  on  the  bridge;  the  primary  object  of 
the  expedition  is  the  capture  or  destruction  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in  the 
port,  which  would  be  almost  decisive  of  the  war.  Therefore  the  United 
States  Squadron  should  not  be  weakened  by  loss  of  skilled  men  in  view 
of  so  important  a  possible  naval  action. 
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In  any  event,  the  fleet  could  send  but  few  men ;  and  these,  even  if  at 
first  successful,  could  be  driven  back  by  reenforcements  to  the  enemy. 
Very  respectfully, 

John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


Navy  Department, 

Washington,  May  31,  1898, 
The  Secretary  op  War. 

Sir:  This  Department  begs  leave  to  inquire  what  means  are  to  be 
employed  by  the  War  Department  for  landing  the  troops,  artillery, 
horses,  siege  guns,  mortars,  and  other  heavy  objects  when  the  pending 
military  expedition  arrives  on  the  Cuban  coast  near  Santiago. 

While  the  Navy  will  be  prepared  to  furnish  all  the  assistance  that 
may  be  in  its  power,  it  is  obvious  that  the  crews  of  the  armored  ships 
and  of  such  others  as  will  be  called  upon  to  remove  the  Spanish  mines 
and  to  meet  the  Spanish  fleet  in  action  can  not  be  spared  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  ought  not  to  be  fatigued  by  the  work  incident  to  landing  of 
the  troops,  stores,  etc. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long,  Secretary. 


War  Department, 
Washington,  B.  0.,  May  31,  1898. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long,  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  this  date  as  to  what  means  are  to 
be  employed  by  the  War  Department  for  landing  troops,  etc.,  I  beg  to 
reply  that  the  major-general  commanding  the  expedition  will  land  his 
own  troops.  All  that  is  required  of  the  Navy  is  to  convoy  and  protect 
with  the  guns  of  the  convoy  while  the  military  forces  are  landed. 
Very  respectfully, 

E.  A.  Alger,  Secretary  of  War. 


Washington,  May  31, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  Cable  Office),  Mole,  Haiti: 

The  army  now  embarking  at  Tampa,  Fla.,  estimated  25,000  men,  to 
proceed  to  Santiago  as  soon  as  you  inform  us  whole  Spanish  fleet  in 
harbor.  Will  be  accompanied  by  cavalry,  siege  guns,  mortars.  It  is 
suggested  you  select  places  suitable  for  landing  infantry  as  near  as  pos- 
sible to  Santiago,  and  be  prepared  to  advise  regarding  landing  guns  and 
cavalry.  Of  first  importance  to  secure  bridge  San  Juan  River  and  the 
piers  at  Daiquiri  and  others.  Department  expects  you  will  assist,  of 
course,  landing  the  army  to  utmost  of  your  power,  but  desires  you  will 
not  risk  by  operations  on  shore  or  in  a  naval  engagement.  Will  not 
Guantanamo  be  the  best  place  for  landing  cavalry?  St.  Louis  and 
YanTiee  en  route  to  you,  calling  at  Mole.    Several  colliers  on  way  to  Mole. 

Long. 


Key  West,  May  31, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Inavy,  Washington: 

I  have  made  the  following  arrangements  to  convoy  transports  to  San- 
tiago :  The  Annapolis  has  gone  to  Tampa,  having  instructions  to  arrange 
to  convoy  transports  rendezvousing  off  Tortugas.  The  Gastine,  Helena, 
and  Hornet  will  leave  for  Tampa.  I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send 
any  more  vessels  to  Tampa;  difficult  to  coal.  At  Tortugas  the  follow- 
ing are  to  join  transports :  The  Bancroft,  Indiana,  Vesuvius,  Manning, 
Wompatuch,  Scorpion,  Osceola,  Captain  Taylor  taking  command.    These 


BUREAU   OF   NAVIGATION.  665 

ships  are  now  getting  ready  here  and  will  join  convoy  with  full  bunk- 
ers. Some  minor  changes  may  be  necessary,  and  I  may  be  able  to  add 
more  vessels  to  convoy  which  are  available.  I  will  keep  advised  of 
what  progress  has  been  made  at  Tampa. 

Eekbt. 


Washington,  June  1, 1898. 
Kaval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.; 

Notify  Watson  when  convoy  is  about  to  start,  and  direct  to  scour 
blockade  coast  most  diligently  to  prevent  interference  by  Spanish  gun 
vessels  with  our  convoy. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  2, 1898. 
Seckbtaky  of  Navy,  Washington: 

The  Detroit  will  leave  with  convoy.    The  Minneapolis  can  not  be  got 
ready  earlier  than  June  12.    It  will  require  ten  days  to  make  repairs. 

Eembt. 


Washington,  June  2, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 
When  will  naval  vessels  be  ready  to  convoy  the  army? 

AiiLEN,  Acting  Secretary. 

Key  West,  June  2, 1898. 
Sbcretaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Convoying  vessels  here  can  be  ready  at  Cay,  off  Tortugas,  on  June  4, 
Those  at  Tampa  ready  now. 

Eemey. 


Washington,  June  2, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

General  Shatter  wired  War  Department  June  1  that  he  was  progress- 
ing rapidly  with  loading  transports  and  expects  to  be  able  to  start  Sat- 
urday morning.  Some  United  States  troops  are  to  join  from  Mobile, 
making  in  all  about  18,000  or  20,000  men.  He  does  not  state  the  num- 
ber of  transports.  Inform  Captain  Taylor  cooperate  with  army,  adding 
such  naval  vessels  to  the  convoy  as  you  see  fit. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  2, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  Cable  Offlce),  Mole,  Haiti : 

General  Shatter  wires  expects  to  start  from  Tampa  am  June  4  with 
18,000  or  20,000  men,  including  10  batteries  of  artillery  and  some  cav- 
alry.   Commodore  Eemey  will  attend  to  convoy. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  3, 1898 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Tou  are  directed  to  prevent  any  press  boats  leaving  Key  West  to 
accompany  the  expedition  about  to  leave  Tampa.  If  necessary,  you 
will  place  marine  guard  on  board  to  insure  compliance.  Tou  will  also 
give  the  commander  of  convoy  a  written  order  directing  him  if  any 
press  boats  succeed  in  accompanying  fleet  to  take  possession  of  and 
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compel  him  to  remain  in  his  company  throughout  the  voyage,  and  until 
such  time  as  the  senior  officer  present  off  Santiago  shall  direct  release. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Mole,  Haiti,  June  4, 1898. 
Seceetart  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Have  received  reliable  information  from  Cuban  officer  the  Spanish 
forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Santiago  consist  of  7,000  men  intrenched  in 
Juraguacito  and  Daiquiri,  5,000  men  at  Morro  de  Cuba.  400  men  at 
other  points  in  the  bay,  500  men  with  small  Hotchkiss  37-mm.  rapid-fire 
guns,  and  submarine  mines  at  various  points.  With  superior  force  and 
insurgent  force,  which  are  ready,  though  mostly  needing  arms,  Santi- 
ago de  Cuba  must  fall,  together  with  ships  in  port,  which  can  not  be 
entered  against  obstructions  and  mines. 

Sampson. 


Washinoton,  June  4,  1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 
Are  our  ships  all  ready  to  convoy  the  army  expedition? 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  Jume  4, 1898. 
Seoebtaey  op  Navy,  Washington,  D.  G. : 
Cipher  received.    Yessels  all  ready. 

Ebmey. 


Washington,  June  6,  1898. 
The  Honorable  the  Seoebtaey  of  Wae. 

SiE:  This  Department  has  received  from  Admiral  Sampson,  off 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  a  telegram  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract: 

Very  important  we  should  know  immediately  whether  the  army  expedition  lias 
sailed  for  Santiago,  and  its  nnmber  of  vessels. 

Ton  are  respectfully  requested  to  give  information  on  the  above 
points  as  soon  as  practicable,  in  order  that  it  may  be  communicated  to 
the  Admiral. 

It  is  respectfully  urged  that  the  expedition  should  get  off  as  soon  as 
possible.    Tbe  naval  force  is  all  ready  to  convoy  it. 
Very  respectfully, 

Ohas.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary. 


M.OLE,  Haiti,  June  7, 1898. 
Seoebtaey  op  Navy,  Washington  : 

Bombarded  forts  at  Santiago  7.30  a.  m.  to  10  a.  m.  to-day,  June  6. 
Have  silenced  works  quickly  without  injury  of  any  kind,  though 
stationary  within  2,000  yards.  If  10,000  men  were  here,  city  and  fleet 
would  be  ours  within  forty-eight  hours.  Every  consideration  demands 
immediate  army  movement.  If  delayed,  city  will  be  defended  more 
strongly  by  guns  taken  from  fleet 

Sampson. 
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Washington,  June  7, 1898. 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  since 
Saturday  last  a  dozen  vessels  of  the  IJfavy  are  lying  at  Key  West  and 
Tampa  ready  to  act  as  convoy  in  the  projected  military  expedition. 
While  thus  idle  their  services  are  withdrawn  from  the  blockade,  where 
they  would  be  most  useful,  and  the  Navy  Department  suggests,  in  view 
of  this  fact,  that  urgent  measures  be  taken  to  terminate  the  present 
delay  at  as  early  a  date  as  possible. 

Very  respectfully,  Charles  H,  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  8, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Spanish  armored  cruiser,  Spanish  cruiser,  second  class,  and  Spanish 
torpedo-boat  destroyer  seen  by  Eagle  near  Nicolas  Channel,  Cuba. 
Delay  convoy.    Details  follow. 

Ebmby. 


Key  West,  June  8, 1898. 
Seoeetaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Last  cipher  just  confirmed  by  Resolute  just  arrived ;  was  pursued  by 
two  vessels,  Nicolas  Channel,  Cuba,  last  night.  Shall  I  order  Indiana 
and  all  available  cruisers  to  coast  of  Cuba?    More  details  to  follow. 

Eemby. 


Washington,  June  8, 1898. 
Sampson  (care  cable  office), 

St.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti : 
Spanish  armored  cruiser,  Spanish  second-class  cruiser,  Spanish  tor- 
pedo-boat destroyer  are  reported  by  EagU  and  Resolute,  Nicolas  Chan- 
nel, yesterday  and  last  night;  therefore  the  army  expedition  is  stopped 
temporarily;  convoy  is  distributed  to  scour  the  strait  and  reenforce  the 
blockade  of  Cuba.  Send  two  of  your  fastest  armored  vessels  to  search 
through  Nicolas  Channel,  and  then  to  coal  at  Key  West,  and  then  reen- 
force convoy,  for  we  mean  to  start  this  expedition  as  soon  as  convoy  is 
strong  enough,  the  delay  being  only  temporary.  Are  you  sure  all  of 
four  Spanish  armored  cruisers  are  in  Santiago?  The  battalion  of  600 
marines  in  Panther  started  for  you  last  evening,  convoyed  by  Yosemite. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  8, 1898. 
Secretary  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Tuesday,  9  p.  m.,  15  miles  north,  one-half  east,  Bahia  de  Cadiz  light. 
Eagle  sighted  NNW. ;  signals  exchanged.  Eagle  pursued  about  3  miles 
without  bringing  vessels  in  sight.  At  9.45  p.  m.  sighted  stern  light 
armored  cruiser  north  one-half  east;  showed  private  signal  twice; 
armored  cruiser  flashed  truck  light;  protected  vessel,  two  torpedo  boat 
destroyers,  fleet  formation,  answered.  Eagle  scouted  abreast  until 
character  Spanish  vessels  was  ascertained.  Communicated  immedi- 
ately with  Lebanon,  Piedras  Cayo,  Cuba,  suggesting  to  her  captain  to 
send  this  news  to  fleet  off  Havana.    Eagle  then  proceeded  with  all  pos- 
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sible  dispatch  to  Key  West.  One  torpedo-boat  destroyer  chased  Hagle 
for  a  short  time.  Except  stern  light  and  occasional  signal  four  vessels 
total  darkness.  Panther  left  last  night  to  join  Yosemite  off  Havana  for 
convoy.  Nashville  with  Watson  lefb  about  same  time.  Supposed  they 
knew  this  news. 

Eekby. 


Washin&ton,  June  8, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

The  troops  will  not  sail  till  further  orders.  Send  some  cruisers  to 
scout  straits  and  report  movements  of  the  Spanish.  Place  temporarily 
rest  of  convoy  on  the  blockade  of  Cuba  and  inform  that  blockade  of 
the  presence  of  strangers.  The  expedition  to  Santiago  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  convoy  is  strengthened  by  two  armored  vessels  from  com- 
mander in  chief,  I^orth  Atlantic  Station. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Mole,  Haiti,  June  9, 1898. 

(Santiago,  June  8, 1898.) 
Seoeetaet  op  Kavt,  Washington: 

Bequest  that  you  send  Veswvius  at  once  to  Santiago. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  June  9, 1898. 
Sampson,  St.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti : 

The  Vesuvius  is  now  seeking  strangers.    WUl  send  to  Santiago  aa 
soon  as  possible. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 

Washington,  June  10, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.  : 

Send  the  Vesuvius  at  once,  as  soon  as  can  be  prepared  to  sail,  to 
Santiago,  not  waiting  for  convoy.    If  she  is  cruising  send  for  her. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 


Washington,  June  9, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.  ; 

Find  from  captains  of  Fagle  and  Resolute  how  they  know  that  the 
vessels  seen  Nicholas  Channel  were  Spanish  were  armored  vessels  or 
otherwise. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  9, 1898. 
Sboretaey  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Captain  of  Resolute  could  not  make  sure  of  the  character  of  pursuers; 
saw  only  lights  and  signals.  The  opinion  of  the  captain  of  Fagle  is 
confirmed  by  the  oflcers  and  crew  of  vessel,  and  is  based  on  observa- 
tion for  half  hour  within  about  1  mile  distance.  Clear  night.  Cap 
tain  fully  alive  to  necessity  for  accuracy  of  observation. 

Bemey. 
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Washinoton,  June  9, 1898. 
Naval  BASB,Zey  West,Fla.: 

If  you  have  not  four  cruisers  as  guard  at  Tampa  please  send  them 
there  at  once.  Also  inform  Department  as  soon  as  you  can  foresee 
when  the  reenforced  convoy  at  Key  West  will  be  coaled  and  ready  to 
saU,  as  it  is  proposed  to  start  the  army  from  Tampa  about  twenty  hours 
before  the  convoy  at  Key  West  is  ready.  Essential  to  have  a  monitor 
or  other  armored  vessel  off  Havana.    Tou  must  send  one  surely. 

Allen,  Acting. 

Washington,  Jvne  9, 1898. 
The  Seoeetabt  of  Wae. 

SiE:  Referring  to  the  expedition  destined  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  I 
have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  it  is  expected  that  the  convoy  of 
men-of-war,  reenforced  by  two  armored  ships  irom  Admiral  Sampson's 
fleet,  will  be  coaled  and  ready  to  start  for  Santiago  by  the  evening  of 
Monday,  the  13th  instant,  or  by  the  morning  of  the  following  day, 
without  regard  to  the  Spanish  ships. 

The  board  is  of  opinion  that  the  army  transports  should  not  move 
from  the  vicinity  of  Tampa  until  about  twenty  hours  before  the  naval 
convoy  will  be  coaled  and  ready  to  start.  This  latter  time,  though  esti- 
mated as  above,  can  not  be  closely  fixed  to-day,  but  probably  can  be 
by  to-morrow  evening. 

Very  respectfully,  Ohas.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  9, 1898. 
Sampson,  8t.  Nicholas  Mole,  Haiti : 

It  is  expected  that  the  armored  vessels  (two)  you  are  dispatching  to 
reenforce  convoy  will  arrive  Key  West  Sunday  morning,  June  12,  and 
will  be  coaled  immediately.  Commodore  Eemey  is  ordered  to  have 
convoy  ready  for  sea  at  the  same  time.  The  army  will  be  notified,  and 
expedition  will  get  away  without  reference  to  Spaniards. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 


Washington,  June  9, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Two  armored  vessels  to  strengthen  convoy  wiU  arrive  from  com- 
mander in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station  at  Key  West  by  morning 
June  12.  OoUect  all  the  convoy  beforehand  and  have  all  coal  by  the 
time  these  two  armored  vessels  are  coaled.  The  expedition  will  pro- 
ceed without  reference  to  the  Spaniards.  The  Department  will  inform 
commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station  and  the  War  Department 
of  this. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  10, 1898. 
Sampson,  Mole,  Haiti: 

On  account  of  the  Army  expedition  it  is  most  essential  to  know 
positively  if  all  of  Cervera's  armored  vessels  are  actually  at  Santiago. 
Inform  Department. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 
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PoKT  Antonio,  Jume  10, 1898. 
Secebtaet  op  Fatt,  Washington: 

Have  no  confidence  in  the  report  of  Eagle  aa  to  nationality  or  char- 
acter of  vessels,  and  consider  very  unwise  to  suspend  operations  on 
this  account.  But,  even  if  it  is  found  correct,  there  is  sufficient  force 
to  furnish  convoy.  Armored  vessel  was  probably  Talbot,  which  was 
sighted  9  a.  m.  Thursday  by  the  Scorpion,  standing  to  the  east.  Am 
confident  no  large  ships  could  have  escaped  from  here.  Am  endeavor- 
ing to  obtain  information  from  Santiago  as  to  what  vessels  are  inside 
to-day.  Delay  seems  to  me  most  unfortunate.  Marine  battalion  arrived 
this  morning,  and  will  land  at  Guantanamo  to-day. 

Sampson. 


Mole  St.  N^ioholas,  June  12, 1898, 

(Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  11,  1898.) 
Secebtahy  op  Navy,  Washington: 

The  vessels  seen  by  the  Eagle  were  the  Armeria,  Scorpion  and  Supply. 
They  were  in  just  that  position  at  time  named.  The  number  is 
unimportant.  Yankee  coming  from  Mole  Thursday,  11  p.  m.,  mistook 
six  vessels  arriving  yesterday  for  eight  or  nine  vessels  under  convoy  of 
a  battle  ship.  In  the  morning  the  battle  ship  resolved  itself  into  the 
Resolute. 

Sampson. 


Washington,  June  11, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

It  is  assumed  that  the  ships  sighted  by  the  JEagle  and  Resolute  are 
not  enemies;  therefore  assemble  and  coal  the  convoy  and  report  imme- 
diately when  they  wiU  be  ready  in  order  that  the  Department  may 
inform  the  army.  If  possible,  have  three  monitors  off  Havana  before 
expedition  passes  there. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  11, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West: 

If  the  Indiana  will  have  coal  enough  to  reach  Santiago,  send  her  to 
join  the  army  transports  off  Tampa,  provided  we  shall  not  lose  time 
thereby.  The  Key  West  division  of  the  convoy  should  meet  the  expe- 
dition off  Eebecca  Shoal,  transports  to  leave  Tampa  about  eighteen 
hours  before  the  estimated  time  of  such  meeting.  The  Tampa  division 
of  the  convoy  of  course  will  accompany  the  expedition  to  Santiago. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  11, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

As  soon  as  you  foresee  the  hour  at  which  the  army  should  start  from 
Tampa  please  inform  the  Department. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 
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Washington,  June  11, 1898. 
Sampson,  Port  Antonio,  Jamaica : 

Kemey  has  been  directed  to  reassemble  and  coal  the  convoy  and 
report  when  he  expects  they  will  be  ready,  and  then  the  expedition 
will  start  as  soon  as  the  army  reaches  Eebecca  Shoal,  which  is  the 
rendezvous. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  Jime  il,  1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Ma.: 

Please  report  by  9  o'clock  Sunday  morning  what  ships  of  the  convoy 
have  returned  to  you,  what  progress  is  being  made  in  coaling,  etc.,  and 
what  measures  you  are  taking  to  collect  convoy. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  12, 1898—9  a.  m. 


Seoebtaet  of  Fats',  Washington: 

In  answer  to  telegram  of  yesterday,  Indiana,  Detroit,  Bancroft,  Wasp, 
Manning,  Eagle,  Wompatuck,  Ericsson  have  returned  for  convoy  duty. 
Osceola  and  two  armored  cruisers  from  commander  in  chief  North 
Atlantic  Station  not  yet  in.  Vesuvius  met  and  has  been  sent  com- 
mander in  chief  North  Atlantic  force.  Ships  coaling  this  morning  with 
difficulty.    Eough  outside.    Water  supply  practically  exhausted. 

Ebmey. 


Washington,  June  11, 1898. 
The  Honorable  the  Sboeetary  of  War. 

Sir  :  This  Department  desires  to  inform  you  that  Commodore  Remey, 
commandant  of  the  naval  base  at  Key  West,  has  been  directed  to  reas- 
semble and  coal  as  soon  as  possible  the  naval  force  which  was  recently 
designated  to  convoy  the  army  transports  in  which  is  embarked  the 
military  expedition  for  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

As  soon  as  Commodore  Eemey  reports  when  the  convoy  will  be  coaled 
and  ready  his  instructions  are  to  send  it  to  meet  the  army  transports 
in  the  passage  or  strait  between  Eebecca  Shoal  and  the  Dry  Tortugas, 
and  considerable  time  would  be  saved  if  the  army  transports  could 
leave  Tampa  about  eighteen  hours  before  the  Key  West  division  of  the 
convoy  reaches  the  neighborhood  of  Eebecca  Shoal. 

The  date  and  hour  at  which  the  Key  West  division  of  the  convoy  will 
reach  the  vicinity  of  Eebecca  Shoal  can  not  yet  be  exactly  fixed,  but 
you  will  be  informed  of  it  as  soon  as  practicable. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the  troops  on  each  transport  should  have 
instructions,  in  case  they  become  separated  from  the  convoy,  to  make 
the  best  of  their  way  to  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Very  respectfully,  Ohas.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary. 

P.  S. — A  suitable  convoy  to  escort  the  army  transports  from  Tampa 
to  Eebecca  Shoal  is  in  attendance  at  Tampa. 
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Washington,  June  13, 1898. 
Sbniok  Naval  Oppioeb  Pkbsent, 

Port  Tampa,  Fla.: 
The  army  expedition  to  Santiago  is  ordered  to  sail  from  Tampa  this 
evening,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Eebecca  Shoal 
to-morrow  afternoon,  where  it  will  probably  be  met  by  the  Key  West 
division  convoy  and  will  proceed  to  Santiago.  You  will,  therefore,  con- 
voy army  transports  as  above  mentioned  until  you  meet  a  senior  officer, 
to  whom  you  will  report,  but  if  you  reach  Eebecca  Shoal  without  meet- 
ing Key  West  division  you  will  proceed  with  the  expedition  off  Sand 
Key,  Florida,  whence  you  will  immediately  communicate  with  the  senior 
officer  outside  Key  West  Harbor. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Washington,  June  13, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Orders  have  been  sent  by  telegram  to  the  senior  officer  present  at 
Tampa  as  follows: 

The  army  expedition  to  Santiago  is  ordered  to  sail  from  Tampa  this  evening,  and 
it  is  expected  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Rebecca  Shoal  to-morrow  afternoon,  where  it 
will  probably  be  met  by  the  Key  West  division  convoy  and  will  proceed  to  Santiago. 
You  will  therefore  convoy  army  transports  as  above  mentioned  until  yon  meet  a 
senior  officer,  to  whom  you  will  report,  but  if  you  reach  Eebecca  Shoal  without 
meeting  Key  West  division  you  will  proceed  with  the  expedition  off  Sand  Key,  Florida, 
whence  you  will  immediately  communicate  with  the  senior  officer  outside  Key  West 
Harbor. 

Allen,  Acting. 

The  Department  relies  upon  you  to  make  every  possible  exertion  to 
tbrward  this  service. 

Allen,  Acting  Secreta/ry. 


Washington,  June  13, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. : 

The  strength  of  convoy  as  reported  by  you  this  morning  is  sufficient, 
and  vessels  must  use,  if  necessary,  salt  water.  Army  expedition  starts 
this  evening  from  Tampa  to  reach  the  vicinity  of  Eebecca  Shoal 
to-morrow  afternoon,  and  the  Indiana  particularly  must  be  there  then 
if  possible,  as  also  any  others  of  Key  West  division  as  are  ready. 
The  vessels  need  have  only  sufficient  coal  to  reach  Santiago  and  can 
coal  there.    Acknowledge. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  12, 1898. 
Seobbtaet  op  Navy,  Washington: 

Just  received  following  from  General  Shafter,  Port  Tampa: 

Will  meet  you  at  Rebecca  Shoal  at  noon  Wednesday. 

I  have  ordered  Key  West  division  convoy  to  reach  rendezvous  Mon- 
day noon. 

Eemet. 
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Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  12, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Fleet  of  37  transports  and  lighters  will  assemble  at  Egmont  Key 
to-morrow  and,  it  was  supposed,  at  Rebecca  Shoal  Wednesday  morning. 
It  is  necessary  to  meet  Key  West  convoy  fleet  during  daylight.  Have 
wired  Eemey. 

Hunker, 


Washington,  June  12, 1898. 
The  Honorable  the  Secretary  op  War. 

Sir:  The  following  telegram,  dated  Key  West,  Fla.,  9  a.  m.,  this  date, 
in  regard  to  the  convoy  for  the  expedition  to  Santiago,  has  been  received 
in  the  Department  from  Commodore  Remey: 

In  answer  to  telegram  cipher  ABDICAMUE  of  yesterday,  Indiana,  Detroit,  Ban- 
croft, Wasp,  Manning,  Eagle,  Wompatuck,  Ericsson  haye  returned  for  convoy  duty. 
Osceola  and  two  armored  cruisers  from  commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Station 
not  yet  in.  Vesuvius  met  and  has  been  sent  commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  force. 
Ships  coaling  this  morning  with  difficulty.  Bough  outside.  Water  supply  practi- 
cally exhausted. 

Ebmey. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  transports  sail  from  Tampa  this  evening. 
They  should  reach  the  vicinity  of  Rebecca  Shoal  to-morrow  afternoon, 
being  convoyed  to  that  point  by  the  ships  of  war  now  at  Tampa.  At 
Rebecca  Shoal  the  Indiana  and  other  ships  forming  the  rest  of  the  con- 
voy will  meet  the  transports,  and  all  proceed  together  to  Santiago. 
Very  respectfully, 

Ohas.  H.  Allen, 

Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  12, 1898. 
Secretary  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Replying  to  your  telegram  of  yesterday,  beginning  "  Venganza,"  1.30 
p.  m.  Two  armored  cruisers  from  commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic 
fbrces  not  yet  arrived.  Irrespective  of  them  transports  may  sail  from 
Tampa,  Monday,  4  p.  m.,  to  be  met  10  miles  west  of  Tortugas  Light  by 
Key  West  division  of  convoy  about  Tuesday  noon.  The  Terror  is  off 
Havana.  The  Miantonomoh  will  leave  Tuesday  afternoon  if  possible, 
but  this  is  very  doubtful.  Oaptain  of  Amphitrite  positively  reports  the 
Amphitrite  is  not  in  fit  condition.  The  Puritan  can  not  perform  the 
duty  required  off  Havana.  We  will  avoid  delay  by  adhering  to  ren- 
dezvous originally  established  and  not  sending  the  Indiana  to  Tampa. 
Search  revealed  no  hostile  vessels. 

Remey. 


Washington,  June  12, 1898. 
Nayal  Base,  Key  West: 

I  am  informed  by  General  Oorbin  that  General  Shatter  did  not 
receive  orders  until  3  o'clock;  that  he  then  consulted  with  senior  naval 
officer  at  Port  Tampa,  and  it  was  decided  impracticable  to  try  to  bring 
transports  down  bay  except  in  daylight.  They  will  start  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning  to  come  down  bay.  War  Department  has  directed 
General  Shafter  to  consult  with  you.  You  will  be  governed  as  concerns 
6898 43 
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starting  of  convoy  from  Key  West  by  your  orders  in  connection  with 
information  from  General  Shafter  and  your  own  judgment. 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary. 


Key  West,  June  12, 1898. 
Secbetabt  of  Navy,  Washington: 

Just  received  following  from  General  Shatter,  Port  Tampa:  "Will 
meet  you  at  Eebecca  Shoal  at  noon  Wednesday.  I  have  ordered  Key 
West  division  convoy  to  reach  rendezvous  Monday  noon." 

Eemey. 


Washington,  June  13, 1898. 
St.  Lottis,  Mole  8t.  Nicholas,  Haiti: 

Take  this  message  to  Admiral  Sampson  at  once:  "Army  expedition 
starts  this  evening  from  Tampa  for  Santiago." 

Allen,  Acting  Secretary, 


Washington,  June  13, 1898. 
Commander  Htjnkeb, 

U.  8.  8.  Annapolis,  Port  Tampa,  Fla.: 
If  you  are  at  Egmont  Key  at  4  p.  m.  to-day  why  can  you  not  be  at 
Eebecca  Shoal  to-morrow  (Tuesday)  afternoon? 

Ceowhinshibld. 


Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  13, 1898. 
Chief  of  Bureau  op  Navigation, 

Navy  Bepartment,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Impossible  to  rendezvous  transports  at  Egmont  Key  before  noon 
to-morrow.    Several  are  not  ready;  one  cause  of  delay,  lack  of  facilities 
for  watering  ships.    At  1  p.  m.  only  five  transports  have  started  for 
Egmont  Key,  25  miles  away. 

Hunker. 


Washington,  June  14, 1898, 
Naval  Base, 

For  Commanding  Officer  Convoy,  Key  West,  Fla : 
Deliver  to  commanding  ofi&cer  convoy  following :  "After  you  have 
made  sufficient  distance  to  know  rate  of  speed  of  the  several  vessels 
of  the  convoy  and  transports,  it  is  suggested  that  you  propose  to  the 
army  commander  to  make,  if  practicable,  an  advance  division,  with  a 
convoy,  to  hasten  [to]  the  commander  in  chief  forces  North  Atlantic 
Station  as  soon  as  possible." 

Long. 


Washington,  June  14, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

If  the  army  delays  departure  from  Tampa,  try  to  make  up  the  con- 
voy to  the  strength  originally  intended.  Five  small  Spanish  cruisers 
in  San  Juan  reported  on  good  authority. 

Long. 
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Key  West,  Fla.,  June  14, 1898. 
Navigation,  Navy  Department  : 

Indiana,  Detroit,  Bancroft,  Wasp,  Eagle,  Osceola,  Wompatueic,  Mom- 
ning  have  departed  for  rendezvous.  Ericsson,  Bodgers,  and  perhaps 
Dupont,  will  join  to-morrow  morning.  Annapolis,  Gastine,  Helena, 
Hornet,  and  Besolute  with  army  from  Tampa.  Miantonomoh  departed 
blockade.    Gollier  Lebanon  arrived. 

Rembt. 


Port  Tampa,  Fla.,  June  14, 1898. 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Washington: 
Transport  fleet  sailed  at  3  p.  m. 

Hunker. 


Washington,  June  15, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

Deliver  to  commanding  officer  convoy  the  following :  "  It  is  thought 
that  OUT  marine  guard  ashore  at  Guaiitaiiamo  are  pressed  closely; 
therefore  the  advisability  of  dispatching  an  advanced  division  of  army 
transports  with  a  good  convoy  is  a})pai  ent." 

Long. 


Washington,  June  16, 1898. 
Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.: 

If  you  can  conveniently  telegraph  when  the  expedition  for  Santiago 
passes  Key  West  the  Department  will  telegraph  it  to  Sampson. 

Long. 


Washington,  June  17,  1898. 
Sampson,  Mole,  Haiti : 

Convoying  United  States  fleet  consists  of  Indiana,  Detroit,  Bancroft 
and  Helena,  Annapolis  and  Wasp,  Wompatuck,  Eagle,  Hornet,  Osceola, 
Manning,  and  torpedo  boat  Ericsson.  As  soon  as  possible  after  their 
arrival  you  will  send  every  vessel  that  can  be  spared  from  the  opera- 
tions off  Santiago  to  reenforce  the  blockades,  which  are  suffering  for 
want  of  vessels.  It  is  intention  of  President  to  establish  blockade  to 
cover  the  ports  of  south  coast  of  Cuba,  Batabano  to  Cape  Cruz,  as  soon 
as  can  be  maintained  effectively.  Notify  Department  at  what  date  will 
be  ready  with  your  force  to  enforce  it  in  order  the  proclamation  may  be 
issued.  Department  depends  upon  you  solely  from  that  time  to  main- 
tain the  blockades,  but  you  may  intrust  to  Commodore  Watson  partic- 
ular disposition  of  the  vessels,  or  any  part  of  the  blockade  that  you 
designate. 

Long. 


Key  West,  June  17,  1898. 
SboretAEY  of  Navy,  Washington: 

By  estimate  of  Captain  Taylor,  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  the 
convoy  ought  to  be  30  nautical  mUes  west  of  Matthewton,  Great  Inagua 
Island. 

Eemey. 
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127219. 

U.  S.  S.  Indiana,  1st  Eatb, 

Guantanamo,  Guha,  July  1, 1898. 

Sib  :  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Commodore  George  0.  Eemey, 
commanding  naval  base,  Key  West,  I  proceeded  in  the  Indiana,  with 
the  Detroit,  Oastine,  Manning,  Wasp,  Eagle,  WompatucTc,  and  Osceola, 
on  June  14, 1898,  at  5.30  p.  m.,  to  the  rendezvous  off  Eebecca  Shoal 
Light,  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  transports  from  Tampa. 

We  remained  that  night  at  the  rendezvous,  and  at  daylight  sent  a 
scout  ahead  to  meet  the  convoy.  The  scout  returned,  reporting  noth- 
ing seen.  The -Bricssow  joined  the  convoy.  Sent  ahead  another  scout 
in  the  afternoon,  which  returned  in  company  with  the  Hornet.  The 
commanding  ofi&cer  reported  transports  approaching  at  7  knots'  speed 
and  straggling,  owing  to  the  slowness  of  those  towing  lighters. 

At  8.30  p.  m.,  June  15, 1898,  the  transports  were  sighted.  Formed 
column  of  our  force  and  steamed  on  the  right  flank  of  the  main  body 
till  daylight,  June  16, 1898,  when  made  signal,  "Take  order  of  cruis- 
ing," also  signaled  speed  "  8  knots."  At  8  a.  m.  fired  a  salute  of  thirteen 
guns  in  honor  of  Major-General  Shafter,  Communicated  with  him  by 
the  Wasp,  and  on  her  return  left  this  ship  and  paid  official  visit  to  him 
on  board  the  transport  Seguranca.  Had  great  trouble  in  keeping  the 
transports  closed  up.  The  torpedo  boat  Bodgers  joined  the  squadron 
and  Indiana  took  her  in  tow. 

At  1.30  sighted  the  Montgomery  standing  over  from  Cuban  coast  fly- 
ing the  flag  of  Commodore  Watson  and  fired  a  salute  of  eleven  guns, 
which  was  returned  by  seven  guns  from  the  Montgomery.  The  Mont- 
gomery remained  ahead  and  inshore  of  the  convoy  during  the  day  and 
night. 

At  daylight  on  the  17th  found  the  column  very  much  strung  out.  At 
1 .10  the  Annapolis  signaled  "shoal  water."  Changed  course  to  SSE. 
to  bring  the  left  fiank  into  the  channel.  At  8.40  sighted  Paredon 
Grande  light-house.  The  Eagle  brought  message  from  the  general 
requesting  that  the  column  be  stopped  to  allow  the  rear  vessels  to  close 
up.  This  1  regarded  as  impracticable,  as  we  were  approaching  the  nar- 
row part  of  Old  Bahama  Channel,  and  the  general  was  informed  that 
we  would  stop  as  soon  as  we  were  through  this  channel.  About  noon 
sent  the  Helena  in  to  scout  along  the  shore,  and  to  rejoin  at  7  p.  m. 

At  3  p.  m.  slowed  to  6  knots,  as  the  column  was  straggling  badly. 
Detailed  the  Bancroft  to  look  out  for  stragglers,  and  to  remain  by  them, 
Wasp  to  assist.  Detroit  was  given  charge  of  the  rear  division.  Sighted 
the  Armeria  standing  to  the  westward.  On  June  18,  about  7.30  a.  m., 
stopped  the  convoy  and  signaled  "  close  up."  Coaled  the  Rodger s  while 
waiting  for  the  column  to  close  up.  At  11  all  the  fleet  and  transports 
in  sight  went  ahead  6  knots,  Annapolis  guide.  About  noon  sent  the 
Helena  inshore  to  scout  till  7,  when  to  take  station.  Again  ordered 
the  Bancroft  to  remain  in  rear  of  all  transports,  and  to  protect  any 
stragglers.  Eeceived  a  message  from  General  Shafter  that  the  Oussie 
needed  water  for  her  cargo  of  mules.  Attempted  to  keep  column  closed 
at  7  knots,  but  found  it  impossible,  so  reduced  speed  again  to  6  knots  at 
8  p.  m. 

A  6  a.  m.  on  the  19th  sent  Wompatucic  down  the  columns  to  find  out 
what  ships  were  straggling..  Sent  Helena  in  chase  of  a  steamer  stand- 
ing to  the  southward  across  the  head  of  the  column.  Helena  returned, 
reporting  it  an  English  steamer  bound  for  Morant  Point,  Jamaica.  At 
7  a.  m.  made  Great  Inagua  Island  ahead.  Sent  Helena  to  convoy  the 
Giissie  to  Matthew  Town  for  water.    At  request  of  the  general  the  Oli- 
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vette  was  sent  in  to  Matthew  Town  to  water  the  Gussie,  pending  the 
arrival  of  the  water  schooner,  which  was  ordered  there.  Sent  Osceola 
to  rear  to  find  Bancroft,  and  order  her  to  take  the  Oity  of  WasMngton 
and  schooner  to  Matthew  Town  to  water  the  Gussie,  and  then  bring 
them  all  to  the  commander  in  chief  at  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Sent  Wom- 
patncTc  ahead  to  inform  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  approach. 

The  Kodgers,  in  attemping  to  take  a  line  from  this  ship,  had  a  man 
knocked  overboard,  and,  although  a  diligent  search  was  made  for  him, 
he  was  not  found. 

At  6.30  a.  m.  on  the  20th  sent  the  Ericsson  ahead  to  communicate 
with  the  Heet  off  Santiago.  Sent  the  Eodgers  in  to  Guantanamo.  At 
9.45  a.  m.  sighted  the  Morro  of  Santiago  and  the  ships  of  the  fleet. 
The  Gloucester,  with  the  chief  of  stafif  on  board,  came  out  from  the  fleet 
and  communicated  with  the  headquarters  ship,  which  went  in  toward 
the  fleet.  The  column  was  stopped  about  15  miles  offshore.  During 
the  afternoon  the  Bancroft  and  Wasp  arrived  with  tlie  two  straggling 
transports,  making  the  entire  number.  Before  dark  got  the  convoy  in 
formation,  heading  offshore,  and  remained  stopped  until  7  a.  m.  on 
the  21st. 

The  St.  Louis  came  out  from  the  fleet,  and,  upen  invitation  of  the 
chief  of  staff',  I  joinedhim  and  the  major-general  on  board  the  Segnranca. 
At  this  meeting  was  arranged  the  position  of  the  transports  in  the 
formation  for  landing  and  the  time  and  place  of  debarkation.  The 
naval  vessels  were  at  once  put  to  work  rearranging  the  formation  and 
assigning  the  transports  to  their  new  stations.  Owing  to  the  trouble 
experienced  in  keeping  stations  when  stopped  the  night  before,  I 
decided  to  keep  the  column  in  motion  during  the  night  and  to  grad- 
ually change  course  until  daylight.  At  daylight  on  the  22d  the  heads 
of  the  columns  were  in  position  ott'  Baiquiri,  and  the  naval  vessels 
were  sent  to  the  rear  to  close  up  tiie  lagging  transports.  As  soon  as 
the  ships  were  in  position  and  the  debarkation  about  to  begin,  the 
Indiana  hauled  down  the  senior  officer's  pennant  and  stood  to  the  west- 
ward to  take  station  assigned  in  the  blockading  line.  It  had  been  my 
hope  to  be  allowed  to  complete  this  service  by  joining  in  the  flre  upon 
the  beach  at  Baiquiri,  but  the  orders  received  from  the  commander  in 
chief,  through  the  chief  of  staff',  were  imperative  that  I  should  leave 
Baiquiri  as  soon  as  the  vessels  of  the  convoy  I  had  had  charge  of 
should  arrive  there. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  while  on  board  the  Seguranga,  I  was 
handed  a  communication  from  General  Shatter  in  regard  to  getting  his 
generals  on  board  his  ship  for  consultation.  No  notice  of  the  General's 
wishes  had  been  communicated  to  me,  either  by  signal  or  any  other 
means,  up  to  this  time.  I  at  once  ordered  the  Bancroft  to  go  around 
and  collect  the  generals  as  the  quickest  way.  The  transports  were  get- 
ting into  their  new  positions,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  be 
induced  to  stop.  Also,  the  sea  was  rough,  and  to  get  them  in  and  out 
of  the  boats  caused  loss  of  time.  However,  the  Bancroft  did  her  work 
well,  and  continued  it  until  midnight. 

I  regarded  the  placing  of  the  ships  at  Baiquiri  at  daylight  in  proper 
order  as  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  had  any  time  been  lost  in  get- 
ting the  columns  again  in  motion  much  delay  would  have  resulted.  Had 
General  Shafter's  wishes  in  this  matter  been  made  known  to  me  in  the 
forenoon  or  morning  of  the  same  day  all  could  have  been  arranged. 

In  bringing  this  duty  to  a  successful  conclusion  I  desire  to  say  that 
Commander  Hunker  turned  over  the  convoy  to  me  in  excellent  order 
at  Dry  Tortugas,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  him  and  to  all  the  com- 
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maTiding  officers  of  naval  vessels  for  their  vigilance  and  well-directed 
efforts,  which  made  it  possible  for  this  large  convoy  to  arrive  at  its  des- 
tination without  loss  or  accident. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  0.  Tayloe, 

Captain,  Commanding, 

The  COMMANDEE   IN   CHIEF   U,   S.   NAVAL   FOEOE, 

North  A  tlantic  Station. 


TJ.  S.  S.  Banoeopt, 
Boston,  Mass.,  September  20, 1898. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  regulations  I  submit  the  following  report  of 
operations  of  the  Bancroft  under  my  command  during  the  Cuban  war. 

The  Bancroft  arrived  at  Key  West  the  evening  of  May  9  under  orders 
to  report  to  commander  in  chief  K^orth  Atlantic  Squadron,  The  day 
following  coaled,  and  the  next  day,  the  11th,  was  about  to  proceed  to 
the  blockade  off  Havana  when  word  came  that  orders  from  Washing- 
ton were  to  hold  vessels  ready  to  convey  army.  Bancroft  was  kept  with 
full  steam  ready  to  move  on  notice,  replenishing  daily  consumption  of 
coal  with  ship's  boats  so  as  to  start  with  full  supply.  On  the  evening 
of  May  17  got  urgent  orders  to  proceed  to  Tampa  for  protection  of  army 
transports,  the  authorities  there  reporting  that  a  Spanish  torpedo  boat 
had  been  seen  in  that  vicinity.  In  company  with  the  Helena  the  Ban- 
croft arrived  at  Tampa  Bay  the  following  evening,  and  moved  up  to 
Port  Tampa,  the  embarkation  point,  the  following  morning.  The  same 
day  I  called  upon  General  Shafter,  in  company  with  Commander  Swin- 
burne, going  by  train  to  Tampa.  I  learned  that  the  torpedo  boat  had 
been  reported  to  the  army  officials  through  the  pilots,  someone  having 
seen  a  vessel  of  peculiar  construction  outside.  It  was  suggested  that 
the  army  might  assist  in  a  defense  of  the  transports,  which  were  inside 
a  long  canal,  by  placing  a  field  battery  on  end  of  wharf  at  canal  entrance, 
which  was  done. 

Being  anxious  for  active  service  and  feeling  that  the  torpedo-boat 
alarm  was  unnecessary,  and  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  the  army 
being  ready  to  embark  for  some  time,  I  wrote  a  personal  letter  to  Com- 
modore Remey  to  that  effect,  asking  that  I  might  be  ordered  back  to 
active  service.  The  night  of  the  23d  telegraphic  orders  came,  and  at 
daylight  the  Bancroft  was  on  her  way  to  Key  West,  the  Helena  remaiu- 
ing  to  guard  transports. 

Arrived  at  Key  West  following  morning,  coaled  immediately,  and  at 
daylight  the  next  morning  proceeded  to  return  to  Port  Tampa  under 
telegraphic  orders  from  Navy  Department,  to  procure  money  coming 
there  by  express  for  the  fleet.  En  route  chased  a  large  steamer  to  the 
eastward  supposed  to  be  Spanish;  Bancroft  was  outspeeded,  and  after 
dark  gave  up  chase  and  stood  course  to  westward.  At  11  o'clock  the 
following  morning  brought  to  a  steamer,  which  proved  to  be  the  Faneta, 
of  New  York.  Sent  au  ofBcer  on  board,  who  reported  she  had  as  pas- 
sengers a  General  Rodriguez  and  party,  with  a  cargo  of  arms  and  ammu- 
nition furnished  by  the  army  to  be  landed  in  Cuba  for  the  insurgents. 
Her  papers  were  irregular,  but  a  letter  in  regard  to  her  being  allowed 
wharf  room  at  Mobile  signed  by  an  army  quartermaster  at  Tampa  indi- 
cated that  the  movement,  as  claimed,  was  under  the  approval  of  the 
Army,  so  after  au  hour's  delay  she  was  allowed  to  proceed.  Subsequent 
events  showed  that  she  was  engaged  in  a  filibustering  expedition  against 
Haiti,  and  that  in  attempting  to  land  the  leaders  were  killed.    Had  I, 
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however,  taken  her  in,  the  trae  destination  would  have  been  disclaimed, 
and  it  would  have  been  chronicled  as  a  stupid  interference  on  the  part 
of  the  Navy  preventing  supplies  reaching  the  Cubans. 

Arrived  at  Port  Tampa  on  the  morning  of  May  28;  left  morning  of 
29th,  and  arrived  at  Key  West  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  Coaled 
immediately,  and  at  4  p.  m.  reported  ready  for  sea.  Commodore  Eemey 
stated  that  he  could  not  send  me  to  active  service,  but  that  I  must  hold 
the  Bancroft  in  readiness  to  convoy  the  army,  it  being  expected  that 
they  would  embark  immediately,  as  orders  had  just  been  received  to 
that  effect.  This  was  a  surprise  to  me,  knowing  from  observation  how 
unprepared  they  were  at  Tampa.  Vessels  were  urgently  needed  on  the 
blockade,  but  the  Bancroft  with  other  vessels  with  steam  up  were  held 
ready  to  respond  promptly  to  the  movements  of  the  army.  Ten  days 
of  this  demoralizing  suspense  passed  until  at  daylight  ou  the  morning 
of  June  9,  the  Indiana,  Detroit,  Montgomery,  Vesuvius,  and  Bancroft 
cruised  to  the  eastward  in  search  of  suspicious  vessels  reported  the 
previous  day  by  the  Eagle  and  Resolute.  The  search  was  thorough  and 
expeditious,  uuder  direction  of  the  senior  officer.  Captain  Taylor,  each 
vessel  being  given  certain  ground  to  cover.  The  Bancroft  landed  a 
party  on  Cay  Sal,  a  Spanish  island,  near  which  the  suspicious  vessels 
were  reported  as  seen,  but  no  signs  of  life  were  observed,  and  during 
the  night  she  skirted  the  Cuban  coast,  and  in  the  morning  visited  the 
port  of  Cay  Frances,  and  in  the  afternoon  met  the  Indiana  and  other 
vessels  at  rendezvous  south  of  Auquila  Isles.  During  the  night  the 
fleet  cruised  to  southward  and  eastward,  and  at  daylight  picked  up  the 
Montgomery,  which  had  made  a  rapid  search  up  the  Old  Bahama 
Channel.  The  squadron  then  proceeded  to  return  to  Key  West,  and 
soon  after  the  Hagle  was  sighted  bringing  dispatches  from  Commodore 
Kemey  ordering  the  squadron  to  return  at  once.  Later  in  the  day  the 
Uncas  met  the  squadron  with  dispatches  and  the  Vesuvius  was  ordered 
to  proceed  to  Santiago.  At  midnight  the  squadron  was  off  Sand  Key 
Light,  where  the  Indiana  anchored,  and  at  early  daylight  on  June  12 
the  other  vessels  proceeded  into  anchorage  at  Key  West.  All  vessels 
were  ready  to  proceed  immediately,  as  convoy,  if  necessary,  but  orders 
were  given  to  fill  up  with  coal,  and  during  the  afternoon  all  reported 
ready  for  sea  and  got  orders  to  join  the  Indiana  outside  at  daylight  the 
following  morning.  At  3,30  a.  m.,  June  13,  when  the  ship  was  about 
to  get  under  way,  Ensign  Belknap  came  on  board  with  orders  from 
Commodore  Eemey  to  delay  for  thirty- six  hours,  as  the  army  was  not 
ready.  At  4.30  p.  m.,  June  14,  the  squadron  got  under  way  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  rendezvous  near  Tortugas  Island,  where  we  arrived  during 
the  night  and  lay  there  the  next  day  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  trans- 
ports. Before  dark  the  squadron  got  under  way  and  stood  to  the 
westward,  and  shortly  after  dark  our  scouts,  the  topedo  boats,  signaled 
that  the  transports  were  in  sight,  this  being  the  night  of  June  15. 

As  transports  approached  signal  was  made  by  Indiana  to  reverse 
course,  and  later  that  order  of  convoy  would  not  be  taken  till  daylight. 
At  6  a.  m,  the  order  of  convoy  was  taken,  the  Bancroft  leading  the  left 
center.  In  passing  the  Mascotte  we  were  hailed  and  told  that  "  No.  19 
lost  her  tow  last  night."  I  ran  down  the  line,  spoke  No.  19,  and  she 
said  she  had  in  tow  one  of  the  large  pontoons  and  had  abandoned  it  at 
12.30  a.  m,  I  returned  to  my  station.  At  sundown  the  Bancroft  was 
signaled  to  take  station  astern  for  the  night  to  look  out  for  stragglers. 
At  daylight,  June  17,  returned  to  station,  leading  left  center,  and 
about  noon  got  orders  from  Captain  Taylor  to  assume  charge  of  rear 
of  convoy,  assisted  by  the  Wasp.    Dropped  back  and  found  the  City  oj 
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Washington,  which  had  a  water  schooner  in  tow,  had  parted  her  line 
and  was  flying  a  signal  of  distress.  The  captain  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington asked  if  the  Bancroft  would  not  take  the  schooner  in  tow,  as  he 
had  no  spare  hawser.  I  replied  that  the  Bancroft  was  not  there  for 
that  purpose,  but  that  I  would  give  him  a  new  hawser.  The  sea  was 
quite  rough,  but  the  Bancroft  was  backed  close  to  the  transport,  a  heav- 
ing line  thrown  on  board,  and  an  8-inch  hawser  was  hauled  in  through 
her  stern  chock,  and  a  boat  was  sent  to  schooner  to  run  line,  when 
transport  was  ready  to  make  fast. 

Soon  after  this  the  JEagle  came  from  the  front  with  a  message  that  a 
transport  with  1,600  men,  which  had  a  pontoon  in  tow,  was  missing. 
The  Bancroft  was  turned  to  the  westward  and  about  dark  reached  the 
missing  transport,  which  had  been  delayed  by  her  tow.  The  announce- 
ment that  the  Bancroft  would  remain  with  her  during  the  night  was 
received  with  continued  cheers. 

The  movement  of  the  whole  fleet  was  hampered  by  these  two  tows, 
bringing  the  speed  of  the  fleet  down  to  6  knots,  when  10  knots  should 
have  been  maintained.  Ocean  tugs,  which  would  have  been  of  great 
service  in  landing  the  troops,  should  have  been  employed  for  towing. 

The  following  day,  June  18,  in  Bermuda  Channel,  received  orders 
from  Captain  Taylor  to  retain  the  Wasp  and  assume  charge  of  all 
stragglers  and  convoy  them  to  Santiago. 

During  the  day  transport  City  of  FTasMw^'^oji  fell  behind  and  all  other 
vessels  ahead  were  out  of  sight.  About  6  p.  m.  saw  a  large  steamer, 
showing  no  colors,  approaching  from  the  eastward,  so  as  to  pass  us  some 
distance  off.  Stood  over  to  her,  saw  numbers  on  her  side,  indicating  she 
was  a  transport.  Bancroft  hoisted  signal,  "I  want  to  speak  you."  The 
transport  made  no  acknowledgment,  but  reversed  her  course  and  stood 
to  eastward.  After  a  short  chase  she  was  hove  to  with  a  blank  charge. 
Upon  coming  up  with  her  she  reported  that  she  had  been  sent  to  the 
rear  by  General  Shafter  to  look  out  for  the  City  of  Washington.  Upon 
inquiry  why  she  had  not  hoisted  her  colors  or  answered  signal  replied 
that  it  was  the  fault  of  the  quartermaster.  It  proved  to  be  transport 
No.  8,  the  Yucatan,  with  the  Eough  Eiders  and  part  of  another  regi- 
ment on  board.  She  was  informed  that  she  had  violated  the  rules  of 
convoy;  that  the  Bancroft  was  in  charge  of  the  rear  of  the  convoy,  and 
she  was  assigned  station  to  the  left  of  the  City  of  Washington,  where 
she  remained  till  we  arrived  off  Santiago.  From  this  time  on  the  Ban- 
croft, Wasp,  and  transports  Yucatan  and  City  of  Washington,  with  tows, 
were  entirely  separated  from  the  rest  of  the  fleet.  I  have  since  learned 
from  Captain  Taylor  that  he  knew  nothing  of  General  Shafter's  order 
sending  the  Yucatan  to  the  rear. 

At  8  a.  m.,  the  19th,  sighted  a  white  steamer  coming  from  the  north- 
ward. Stood  toward  her  and  tried  to  heave  her  to  with  blank  charge, 
but  failed;  finally  succeded  after  firing  several  solid  shot.  She  proved 
to  be  the  frmter  Mhelwold,  bearing  the  English  flag,  bound  from  Phila- 
delphia to  San  Antonio. 

Between  midnight  and  2  a.  m.  rounded  Cape  Maysi,  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  distant,  with  all  hands  at  guns,  fearing  that  Spanish  vessels 
known  to  be  in  vicinity  would  attack  us.  It  was  quite  dark,  and  lights 
ashore  seemed  to  be  on  the  water  close  aboard.  It  was  a  relief  when 
this  point  was  well  passed. 

In  passing  Guantanamo,  ran  into  mouth  of  harbor  and  communicated 
with  press  boats,  and  then  continued  with  transports  and  arrived  off 
Santiago  at  1  p.  m.  (20th)  and  reported  to  senior  ofScer,  who  had  arrived 
with  body  of  convoy  at  10  a.  m.    Several  transports  were  flying  signal 
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of  distress  for  water,  which  was  supplied  by  the  tow  of  the  City  of 
Washington.  At  5  p,  m.  proceeded  to  vicinity  of  the  Morro  of  Santiago 
and  delivered  mail  for  the  fleet  to  the  flagship  New  York,  and  then 
returned  to  the  convoy. 

On  June  21,  during  forenoon,  got  orders  from  Eear- Admiral  Sampson 
that  the  Bancroft  should  be  off  Altares  (Siboney)  at  daylight  to  assist 
in  bombarding  that  place.  At  2.15  p.  m.,  in  obedience  to  signal,  I  went 
on  board  the  transport  Seguranca.  It  was  reported  that  efforts  had 
been  made  by  signal  to  get  the  division  and  brigade  commanders  on 
board  for  consultation,  but  without  avail.  After  conferring  with  Gen- 
eral Shafter  and  Captain  Taylor,  commanding  the  convoy,  who  was  then 
on  board,  I  returned  to  the  Bancroft,  and,  at  the  request  of  General 
Shafter,  at  2.30  p.  m.  proceeded  among  the  transports  to  collect  and 
bring  to  the  Seguranca  the  various  division  and  brigade  commanders. 
The  sea  was  heavy  and  the  vessels  were  much  scattered  over  a  large 
area,  and  it  required  more  than  20  miles'  steaming  to  communicate  with 
all  the  vessels  required.  All  officers  were  very  prompt  to  embark,  and 
at  times  it  was  hazardous.  Colonel  Van  Horn,  who  was  to  have  led 
the  advance  brigade  the  following  day,  was  so  seriously  injured  that  he 
afterwards  died  from  the  effects.  The  Bancroft  had  no  side  ladder,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  climb  up  the  iron  cleats  on  the  ship's  side.  Colonel 
Van  Horn,  while  coming  up,  was  struck  under  his  heel  by  the  gunwale 
of  the  boat  rising  with  the  wave  and  his  knee  jammed  under  one  of  the 
iron  cleats.  He  suffered  great  physical  pain  and  mental  worry  during 
the  night,  was  kept  in  bed  till  morning,  and  when  they  disembarked 
near  Baiquiri  he  was  in  no  condition  to  go.  So,  after  several  attempts 
to  get  into  the  boat,  he  jumped  at  the  wrong  moment  and  fell  some  15 
feet  into  the  boat.  He  was  lifted  on  deck  and  subsequently  went  to 
his  transport.  Two  other  of&cers  got  into  the  water,  but  suffered  no 
injury. 

By  6  p.  m.  the  following  ofiBcers  had  been  taken  on  board: 

Brig.  Gen.  Jacob  Kent,  commanding  First  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  John  0.  Bates,  commanding  Third  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hamilton  S.  Hawkins,  commanding  First  Brigade,  First 
Division. 

Colonel  Wikoff,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  First  Division. 

Colonel  Van  Horn,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Col.  Evan  Miles,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Second  Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  Saml.  B.  M.  Young,  commanding  Second  Brigade,  Cavalry 
Division. 

Brig.  Gen.  S.  S.  Sumner,  commanding  First  Brigade,  Cavalry  Division. 

Major  Dillenbeck,  commanding  Light  Artillery  Brigade. 

Capt.  William  Bnnis,  commanding  Light  Battery. 

The  transports,  on  which  were  General  Lawton  and  General  Chaffee, 
were  laying  close  to  the  Seguranca,  and  I  thought  best  not  to  transfer 
them  till  the  other  officers  had  been  put  on  board  the  Seguranca. 
When  first  boat  load  was  on  way,  signal  was  made  by  General  Shaftec 
for  officers  not  to  attempt  to  embark,  on  account  of  the  rough  sea ;  the 
boat,  however,  proceeded  to  the  Seguranca,  and  shortly  after  signal  was 
made  from  Bancroft  that  it  would  likely  be  impossible  to  locate  the 
transports  after  dark,  to  return  officers  on  board  their  proper  vessels. 
Daylight  was  nearly  gone  when  the  party  returned  with  several  addi- 
tions, including  Major-General  Wheeler,  his  secretary,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Dorst,  and  Capt.  Stewart  Brice,  General  Shafter's 
aide,  who  had  communications  for  nearly  every  transport  which  he  said 
he  wanted  delivered.    By  this  time  the  fleet  had  formed  order  of  con- 
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voy  by  signal  from  the  Indiana,  with  instructions  to  steam  offshore  to 
the  southward  till  midnight.  Tliere  were  sixty  vessels  in  the  vicinity; 
it  was  necessary  to  maintain  order  to  prevent  collision,  and  the  night 
was  very  dark.  The  change  from  light  to  darkness  in  the  Tropics 
comes  quickly.  Captains  of  transports  were  engaged  with  the  care  of 
their  vessels  and  would  not  respond  readily  to  hails  and  were  adverse 
to  moving  out  of  column  or  slowing  down.  Two  vessels  had  been  com- 
municated with,  when  transport  No.  —  was  distinguished  by  use  of 
search  light  and  brigade  commander  put  alongside,  and  after  a  delay 
of  half  an  hour  the  boat  returned  with  the  commander,  who  stated  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  some  one  on  the  deck  of  the  transport  that  it 
was  not  ISo.  — ,  but  No.  17. 

Our  search  light  was  thrown  on  the  steamer  which  was  moving 
ahead,  and  the  figures  of  No.  — ,  in  large  white  characters,  showed  dis- 
tinctly on  her  quarter.  It  took  some  time  to  overtake  and  get  her  to 
stop  again,  when  the  commander  was  placed  on  board  his  vessel.  All 
this  took  over  an  hour.  The  stoppage  in  the  line  bunched  up  the  ves- 
sels astern  and  threw  them  into  confusion.  They  did  not  understand 
the  situation,  and  in  the  darkness  collisions  were  imminent.  It  was 
useless  and  dangerous  to  make  further  efforts  to  board  the  transports; 
so,  at  10  p.  m.,  I  communicated  to  the  commanders  that  I  should  leave 
the  fleet  and  steam  slowly  for  Baiquiri  and  wait  there  till  daylight  for 
the  transports  to  come  up.  This  more  than  met  with  their  approval. 
The  situation,  however,  was  uncomfortable.  The  landing  was  ordered 
for  daylight.  Tliey  had  had  no  dinner,  and  there  was  no  place  for 
them  to  sleep.  Fortunately  I  had  a  cold  ham  and  plenty  of  bread  and 
clam  juice,  and  they  spent  the  night  sleeping  in  chairs  and  worrying 
over  the  prospect  of  the  morning.  When  daylight  came,  the  Bancroft 
was  in  front  of  Baiquiri,  and,  by  energetic  efforts,  by  7  a.  m.  all  parties 
were  placed  on  board  their  vessels  and  all  dispatches  delivered.  My 
orders  from  Admiral  Sampson  were  to  be  off  Altar es  (Siboney)  at  day- 
light, ready  to  open  fire.  I  reached  there  shortly  before  8  a.  m.,  and 
found  there  the  Annapolis,  Helena,  and  Hornet.  Before  the  fire  had 
been  opened  at  Baiquiri,  preparatory  to  landing  the  troops,  a  company 
of  Spaniards  were  seen  to  pour  out  of  the  blockhouse  and  run  down 
the  hill  above  the  town.  All  the  vessels  moved  inshore  and  opened 
fire.  The  troops  disappeared.  The  bombardment  was  kept  up  for 
an  hour  and  all  the  town  destroyed  by  fire,  except  that  portion  which 
was  protected  by  Eed  Gross  flags.  The  railroad  bridge  was  also 
partly  destroyed,  and  the  water  pipe  cut.  I  learned  subsequently, 
from  the  Havana  papers,  that  among  those  killed  was  Major  Balini, 
the  commandant  at  Siboney. 

During  the  day  received  orders  from  Rear- Admiral  Sampson  to  allow 
no  trains  to  pass  ashore.  In  the  afternoon  the  Annapolis,  Helena, 
and  Hornet  withdrew  toward  Baiquiri.  Just  before  dark  the  Bancroft 
steamed  close  inshore,  and  with  long  glass  observed  party  of  Spaniards 
at  top  of  hill  above  Siboney  building  an  ambuscade  to  cover  the  road 
some  distance  above  the  blockhouse,  near  where  the  road  turns.  The 
captain  of  the  after  4  inch  gun  was  shown  the  location  by  use  of  the 
glass  and  put  two  shots  right  into  the  spot,  routing  the  party.  These 
shots  were  quite  remarkable,  considering  the  height  and  distance. 
During  the  night  lay  off  Siboney,  and  in  the  morning  got  orders  from 
Captain  Goodrich,  in  charge  of  the  navy  party  landing  troops  at  Bai- 
quiri, to  put  my  steam  cutter  at  the  disposal  of  General  Shafter. 
Proceeded  to  Baiquiri  and  informed  General  Shafter,  on  inquiry,  that 
there  would  be  no  trouble  landing  troops  at  Siboney.  Later  was 
requested  by  him  to  go  to  Siboney  and  see  if  any  of  our  troops  had 
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arrived  there,  which  I  did,  and  returned  and  reported  to  him  that  the 
troops  were  there  in  force,  a  large  number  being  iu  swimming;  also  told 
about  my  experience  of  the  previous  night  regarding  the  ambuscade 
up  the  mountain.  Was  requested  to  take  two  telegraph  operators  to 
Siboney,  and  was  awaiting  them  when  the  Wasp  brought  orders  for 
me,  from  Eear-Admiral  Sampson,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Gnanta- 
namo,  flU  up  with  coal,  and  join  the  blockade  in  front  of  Havana. 
Arrived  at  Guantanamo  that  evening  at  8.30,  having  transferred  Naval 
Cadets  Wood  and  Home  to  the  Texas  en  route.  Eemained  at  Guanta- 
namo under  order  of  the  senior  officer,  Commander  McCalla,  engaging 
in  night-patrol  duty  and  taking  part  in  a  night  expedition  to  Punta  del 
Hicocal.  Our  launch  dragged  for  and  picked  up  a  torpedo  in  channel 
near  Punta  del  Hicocal. 

On  June  28  again  received  orders  to  proceed  to  the  Havana  blockade 
and  started  that  afternoon.  On  June  29,  off  northeast  end  of  Cuba, 
sighted  a  steamer  at  2  a.  m.  Upon  seeing  our  smoke  she  put  out  all 
lights  and  stood  to  eastward  and  was  immediately  lost  sight  of.  Chased 
to  eastward  for  short  time,  then  lay  by  until  daylight,  when,  there  being 
no  vessel  in  sight,  continued  course  to  westward.  About  noon  overtook 
the  Castine.  Two  p.  m.  communicated  with  the  Newarh,  bound  eastward, 
and  received  orders  from  Commodore  Watson  to  make  observations  of 
vessels  at  Sagua  la  Grande.  Castine  received  same  orders.  At  3  p.  m., 
June  30,  steamed  into  anchorage  at  Cay  Frances.  Three  small  sailing 
vessels  ran  back  of  cay  on  first  approach.  Fired  several  shots  at  long 
range  without  effect.  On  the  morning  of  July  1,  in  company  with  the 
Castine,  stood  into  the  harbor  of  Sagua  la  Grande,  where  we  saw  anchored 
a  Norwegian,  an  English,  and  one  steamer  of  unknown  nationality.  At 
about  7.60  a.  m.  the  Castine  ran  aground  on  Marillanes  Bank.  After 
several  attempts  the  Bancroft  found  a  channel  and  anchored  close  to 
the  Castine,  which  transferred  ammunition  and  jettisoned  part  of  coal. 
At  5  p.  m.  Castine  was  floated.  Proceeded  to  westward  and  the  follow- 
ing afternoon  (July  2)  reported  to  senior  officer  off  Havana  for  duty  on 
blockade.    On  July  13  proceeded  to  Key  West  for  coal. 

The  subsequent  work  of  the  Bancroft  is  contained  in  special  reports 
made  by  me  as  senior  officer  off  Isle  of  Pines. 
Very  respectfully, 

ElCHARDSON  CLOTER, 

Commander,  U.  8,  N.,  Commanding. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 


125914. 


[Landing  of  army.    I>iBtril}ution  of  ships  on  blockade.] 


No.  147.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  First  Eatb, 

Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  27,  1898. 

Sir:  The  landing  of  the  army  was  completed  yesterday  afternoon, 
all  having  been  disembarked,  with  the  addition  of  2,978  Cubans  of 
General  Garcia's  forces,  who  were  brought  from  Acerraderos  to  Siboney 
(otherwise  known  as  Juraguacito),  5  miles  west  of  Baiquiri.  The  First 
Division  was  also  landed  at  this  point.  No  resistance  was  offered  at 
any  time.  Large  quantities  of  stores  have  also  been  disembarked  at 
both  these  points  and  a  base  established. 

General  Shafter  has  been  most  kind  in  his  recognition  of  the  aid 
afforded  by  the  fleet,  all  of  our  boats,  with  several  hundred  officers  and 
men,  assisting  during  this  period  in  the  work.    General  Shafter,  in  his 
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telegram  to  the  War  Department,  states  that  the.  aid  given  him  by  the 
navy  was  enthusiastic,  and  also  that  he  thinks  he  could  not  have 
effected  the  landing  without  its  aid  in  ten  days,  if  at  all.  Such  a  dis- 
embarkation, in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  upon  a  surf-bound  coast  of 
the  character  of  this,  must  be  regarded  as  a  very  successful  piece  of 
work,  and  I  desire  to  make  mention  of  the  ability  displayed  by  Captain 
Goodrich  and  the  officers  detailed  to  assist  him,  and  of  the  zeal  and 
cheerfulness  with  which  the  men  did  their  work. 

The  Tale  arrived  this  morning  with  some  1,300  troops,  and  these  are 
now  being  debarked  at  Siboney. 

On  the  26th  I  sent  a  letter  to at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  request- 
ing that  he  engage  four  pilots  for  use  on  the  southern  coast,  and  the 
Hist  left  Guantanamo  last  night  for  Port  Antonio  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  them  to  the  fleet. 

The  necessity  of  instituting  a  strong  and  effective  blockade  of  the 
coast  from  here  westward  is  increasing  day  by  day,  and  I  desire,  if  pos- 
sible, to  render  it  thoroughly  effective.  The  Yankee  is  now  off  Cienfue- 
gos,  and  I  have  sent  the  Helena,  YanTcton,  and  Eagle  to  the  same  point. 
The  Dixie  and  Hornet  are  off  Cape  Cruz,  and  the  Osceola  goes  there 
to-day.  The  Detroit  goes  to  Cienfuegos  as  soon  as  she  can  take  some 
fresh  water,  a  necessity  on  account  of  the  very  bad  condition  of  her 
boilers ;  she  must  shortly  go  to  Key  West  for  repairs. 

1  desire  as  soon  as  possible  to  organize  a  force  sufficient  to  raid  the 
Bay  of  Manzanillo,  which  is  now  a  nest  of  small  Spanish  gunboats,  and 
thus  cut  off'  communication  between  that  point  and  the  west. 

The  Dolphin  was  sent  yesterday  to  the  blockade  off'  Havana,  and  the 
Oastine,  Manning,  Wasp,  and  Bancroft  are  ordered  to  proceed  as  soon 
as  coaled  at  Guantanamo. 

As  soon  as  possible  the  blockade  should  be  extended  along  the  whole 
of  the  north  Cuban  coast,  covering  particularly  Nuevitas  and  Sagua  le 
Grande.  I  inclose  the  proposed  arrangement  of  ships.  The  final  dis- 
position of  vessels  will,  however,  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  two  com- 
modores assigned  to  divisions,  one  of  whom  will  have  command  on  the 
north  and  the  other  on  the  south. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  wish  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  block- 
ade, but  circumstances  have  been  so  imperative,  and  the  difficulties  so 
great,  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  more,  on  the  south  side  at  least,  than 
has  been  done.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  commodore  commanding  on 
the  north  coast  has  done  all  in  his  power;  the  number  of  ships  which 
must  go  to  Key  West  for  coal  and  for  repairs  must  always  be  large, 
and  the  army  movements  caused  the  temporary  removal  of  twelve  effect- 
ive ships  from  their  stations. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  an  addition  of  eight  or  ten  vessels  carrying 
5-inch  guns  is  needed  in  order  to  thoroughly  patrol  this  coast  line  of 
nearly  2,000  miles,  a  line  greater  in  extent  than  that  patrolled  by 
nearly  600  ships  during  the  civil  war  and  one  in  many  respects  offering 
greater  difficulties. 

I  propose  making  arrangements  for  the  establishment  of  a  coaling 
base  at  the  Isle  of  Pines,  or  under  Cape  Cruz,  as  it  is  now  necessary  for 
ships  off  Cienfuegos  to  come  340  miles  east  for  this  purpose. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Rear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N,, 
Oommander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Force,  North  Atlantie  Station. 

The  Secbbtabt  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0, 
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BLOCKADE, 


Guantanamo : 

Cape  Cruz : 

Marblehead. 

Dixie. 

0£f  Santiago  de  Cuba: 

Osceola. 

New  York. 

Cienfiiegos : 
Yankee. 

Indiana. 

New  Orleans. 

Yankton. 

Oregon. 

Detroit. 

Iowa. 

Hornet. 

MaesachuBetts. 

Isle  of  Pines  and  Batabano 

Texas. 

Eagle. 
Helena. 

Brooklyn. 

Scorpion. 

Hist. 

Vixen. 

San  Juan  de  Porto  Bico: 

Gloucester. 

St.  Paul. 

Snwanee. 

Yosemite. 

Vesuvius. 

Wompatuck. 

Special,  with  flag  for  night  picket: 

Vixen. 

Gloucester. 

Vesuvius. 

NORTH 

COAST. 

Puritan.           | 

Mayflower. 

Sonomoh.^TwoatKeyWost. 

Mangrove. 
Leyden. 

Amphitrite.      J 

Tecumseh. 

Montgomery. 

Unoas. 

Marietta. 

Hamilton. 

Wilmington. 

Morrill. 

Machias. 

Hudson. 

Castine. 

Woodbury. 

Nashville. 

Windom. 

Newport. 

Manning. 

Annapolis. 

McLane. 

Vicksbnrg. 

Hawk. 

Dolphin. 

Wasp. 

Bancroft. 

Armaria. 

Cincinnati  and  Newark  to  come  from  n< 

)rth. 

130306. 

[Beport  of  St.  LouU  on  landing  of  Kfth  Army  Corps  in  Cuba.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
Off  Gape  Cruz,  Cuba,  July  2,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  recent 
operations  of  landing  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  in  Cuba,  a  task  which  you 
confided  to  my  care  by  verbal  order  of  June  21. 

I  inclose  a  copy  of  the  proposed  scheme  of  procedure,  as  well  as  a 
blank  order,  showing  the  contemplated  distribution  of  boats  and  their 
assignment  to  the  transports  on  their  first  trip. 

At  4.30  a.  m.,  June  22,  the  U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis  was  at  her  rendezvous 
at  Baiquiri  and  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  great  pier.  This  posi- 
tion was  taken  in  order  to  demonstrate  to  the  transport  captains  that 
the  approaches  were  perfectly  safe.  The  steam  cutters,  sailing  launches, 
cutters,  and  whaleboats  detailed  from  certain  other  vessels  of  the  fleet 
arrived  about  6  to  6.30  a.  m.,  in  tow  of  the  U.  S.  S.  8uwanee  and  Wom- 
patucTc.  Some  steam  cutters  came  up  under  their  own  power.  The  list 
of  boats  which  joined  in  the  enterprise  of  landing  troops  is  appended, 
marked  0.    It  will  be  observed  that  the  8t.  Louis  furnished  a  large 
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number  of  boats,  which,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  could  carry  at  one  trip 
nearly  1,000  men,  or  rather  more  than  half  the  capacity  of  all  the  boats 
employed.  About  half  of  the  St.  Louis  boats  were  manned  by  volunteers 
from  the  fire  room.  The  types  of  boats  maybe  arranged  in  the  follow- 
ing order  of  individual  value  for  the  work  under  consideration:  First, 
navy  sailing  launches;  second,  (St  iows  lifeboats;  third,  navy  cutters; 
fourth,  St.  Louis  collapsible  boats;  fifth,  navy  whaleboats.  It  may  be 
observed  that  experience  proved  it  better  to  use  the  steam  cutters  as 
tugs  exclusively,  time  being  lost  when  they  were  turned  into  passenger 
boats. 

A  great  deal  of  delay  was  experienced  in  getting  the  first  batch  of 
troops  loaded — the  causes  being  numerous  and  largely  avoidable. 
Some  confusion  at  the  outset  was  occasioned  in  getting  the  steam  cut- 
ters and  their  tows  in  readiness,  but  this  was  as  nothing  in  comparison 
with  the  hindrance  caused  by  the  remoteness  of  the  transports  from 
the  shore.  The  Knickerbocker,  a  very  important  member  of  the  fleet, 
with  600  men  to  be  landed  in  the  advance  of  the  Army,  had  lost  herself 
during  the  night  and  only  appeared  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  meantime 
4  steam  launches,  with  11  boats  in  tow,  were  vainly  seeking  her  far  out 
at  sea.  My  plans  were  also  disarranged  through  the  absence  of  certain 
steam  launches,  and  of  the  steam  barge  Laura,  all  of  which  had  been 
promised  me.  I  may,  in  all  frankness,  add  that  neither  the  boats'  crews 
nor  the  boats'  officers  were  as  familiar  at  first  with  the  quickest  method 
of  getting  a  soldier  into  a  boat,  and  of  carrying  on  this  special  duty 
generally,  as  they  soon  became.  However,  shortly  after  9  a.  m.,  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  boats  were  filled  with  troops  to  warrant  the  advance — 
the  preconcerted  signal  to  this  effect  was  hoisted  on  board  the  Wompa- 
tuck,  to  which  vessel  I  had  transferred  myself  with  my  aids,  Lieutenant 
Gatlin,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps,  and  Mr.  Kichard  S.  Palmer. 

The  New  Orleans,  Detroit,  Gastine,  and  Wasp  then  opened  a  fire 
heavy  enough  to  drive  out  the  whole  Spanish  Army  in  Cuba  had  it 
been  there.    So  far  as  known  no  reply  was  made. 

The  Suwanee,  which  had  been  assigned  to  my  particular  assistance, 
kept  close  by  on  the  port  quarter  of  the  WompatucJc,  and  shelled  the 
low  woods  to  the  west  of  Baiquiri,  the  Wompatuch  in  the  advance 
firing  a  few  times  also.  Following  the  Wompatuclc  were  the  steam  cut- 
ters with  their  tows  of  boats  laden  with  troops. 

HappUy,  no  opposition  was  encountered,  and,  also  happily,  the  smaller 
or  inner  pier  was  found  to  be  available  for  landing.  Midshipman 
Halligan,  of  the  U.  S.  8.  BrooMyn,  was  the  fijst  man  ashore,  at  a  little 
before  10  a.  m.  The  troops  landed  as  rapidly  as  the  heavy  swell  along- 
side the  pier  would  permit,  and  the  landing,  once  begun,  continued  all 
day.  By  6  p.  m.  some  6,000  troops  were  ashore  and  the  army  abun- 
dantly capable  of  holding  its  own. 

By  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  the  boats'  crews  and  officers  had 
acquired  the  most  expeditious  and  convenient  methods  of  receiving  and 
discharging  troops,  while  the  beach  master,  Lieut.  F.  K.  Hill,  had  sys- 
tematized the  approach  to  and  handling  of  boats  at  the  dock,  so  that  a 
continuous  stream  of  men  disembarking  could  be  maintained.  A  larger 
number  would  have  been  scored  had  the  transports  not  as  a  mle  kept 
from  2  to  5  miles  off. 

The  next  morning,  June  23,  the  landing  began  afresh.  Profiting  by 
our  experience  of  the  preceding  day,  the  operation  of  landing  reached 
and  maintained  a  surprisingly  high  rate.  As  before,  the  only  draw- 
back was  the  remoteness  of  the  transports  from  the  dock.    The  Osceola, 
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on  the  22d,  and  the  steam  lighter  Laura,  on  the  23d,  brought  in,  the 
former  some  200  men,  the  latter  some  350.  As  the  Laura  could  and  did 
go  alongside  the  dock,  she  proved  of  notable  assistance. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  23d  the  major-general  in  command  of  the 
Fifth  Army  Corps  informed  me  that  he  had  determined  to  land  men 
at  Siboney  or  Bnsenada  de  los  Altaros,  about  4  miles  to  the  westward 
of  Baiquiri  and  that  much  nearer  Santiago.  Accordingly,  the  entire 
lot  of  boats  was  sent  to  Siboney,  where  the  St.  Louis  followed  them. 
Happily,  a  convenient  and  safe  anchorage  was  found  for  the  ship, 
encouraging  the  transports  to  come  closer  in.  Moreover,  General  Shaf- 
ter,  in  response  to  my  request  that  the  transports  should  be  made  to 
come  nearer,  had  placed  their  captains  unreservedly  under  my  orders, 
so  far  as  the  landing  was  concerned.  In  consequence  of  this  order  I 
was  enabled  to  go  on  board  a  transport  as  it  came  in,  assure  the  captain 
that  his  responsibility  for  the  safety  of  his  ship  ceased  the  moment  he 
obeyed  my  instructions,  take  charge  of  her,  and  berth  her  near  the  shore. 
In  this  way  but  a  smaU  distance  was  covered  by  the  boats  in  transit, 
and  the  landing  went  on  most  rapidly  in  wpite  of  the  surf,  which  at 
times  was  quite  heavy.  During  the  night  the  beach  was  illuminated 
by  the  St.  Louis'  search  lights,  so  that  the  work  went  on  almost  as  easily 
and  quickly  as  in  daytime. 

The  disembarkation  continued  during  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th,  an 
immense  amount  of  ammunition,  food,  and  forage  being  taken  ashore 
by  the  Navy,  so  that  the  troops  and  animals  could  be  subsisted.  The 
speed  of  landing  at  Los  Altares  was,  normally,  600  Americans  or  1,000 
Cubans  per  hour. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  June  26,  the  St.  Louis  returned  to  the 
fleet  off  Santiago,  bringing  with  her  all  the  boats,  except  five  steam 
cutters,  which  had  been  already  sent  back  ou  the  24th  instant;  also 
Oregon's  boats. 

The  usefulness  of  a  huge  vessel  like  the  St.  Louis,  possessing  great 
resources  in  the  shape  of  accommodations,  supplies,  and  personnel, 
was  amply  demonstrated  on  the  occasion  just  described.  For  four  days 
and  nights  she  acted  as  mother  ship,  feeding  and  berthing  nearly  200 
extra  men  and  officers;  coaling,  watering,  and  repairing  steam  cutters; 
furnishing  voluntary  relief  crews  of  machinists  and  firemen  for  the 
latter  for  night  work;  hoisting  at  her  davits  at  sundown  all  navy 
pulling  boats  not  detailed  for  night  duty ;  and  all  this  without  even 
taxing  her  facilities.  There  seemed  to  be  room  for  everybody  and  the 
means  to  supply  every  want. 

For  the  success  of  the  undertaking,  which,  I  have  reason  to  believe, 
is  generally  considered  to  reflect  great  credit  on  the  naval  service, 
I  am  deeply  indebted  to  my  subordinates,  who  manifested  unflagging 
zeal  and  great  ability  in  discharging  an  irksome,  delicate,  and,  at  times, 
dangerous  duty.  Especially  are  my  thanks  due  to  Lieut.  F.  K.  Hill, 
United  States  Navy,  of  the  Iowa,  for  his  firm,  tactful,  and  seamanlike 
system  and  management  of  affairs  as  beach  master.  I  commend  him 
to  your  favorable  consideration.  His  regular  reliefs  in  this  important 
post  were  Ensigns  Chas.  L.  Hussey,  of  the  Oregon,  and  Fred.  E.  Payne, 
of  this  vessel,  with  occasional  spells  by  my  secretary,  Mr.  E.  S.  Palmer. 
Their  performance  of  duty  merits  my  acknowledgment.  First  Lieuten- 
ant A.  W.  Oatlin,  United  States  Marine  Corps,  acted  to  my  complete 
satisfaction  as  my  principal  aid  throughout  the  time  covered  by  the 
landing. 

The  behavior  of  the  midshipmen  in  charge  of  boats  was  as  a  rule 
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admirable.  I  was  particularly  impressed  by  the  rapidity  with  which 
the  third  classmen  from  the  Naval  Academy  now  on  board  this  ship 
gathered  skill  in  handling  their  boats  and  control  of  their  crews  and 
passengers.  I  directed  Naval  Cadet  O.  G.  Murfln  to  report  to  his  com- 
manding officer  my  estimation  of  the  value  of  his  services.  Of  Naval 
Cadet  Hart's  performance  of  duty  I  am  constrained  to  make  a  separate 
commendatory  report. 

At  the  earnest  request  of  Colonel  Weston,  of  the  Commissary  Depart- 
ment, I  left  him  two  sailing  launches  with  a  man  in  charge  of  each  for 
the  purpose  of  unloading  the  steam  lighter  Laura.  He  expressed  him- 
self as  able  with  the  Laura  and  the  launches  to  feed  30,000  men  before 
Santiago;  without  the  launches,  as  powerless.  While  it  may  be  some- 
what irregular  to  comment  upon  the  actions  of  an  officer  of  another 
branch  of  the  service,  I  can  not  refrain  from  mentioning  my  admiration 
of  the  energy,  tact,  and  skill  displayed  by  Colonel  Weston  and  of  the 
results  he  achieved  under  my  eyes. 

On  the  27th  the  St.  Louis  accompanied  the  Yale  to  Siboney  and  landed 
1,300  troops  from  the  latter  ship,  the  Yale  furnishing  a  whaleboat  and 
a  cutter  to  assist.  The  steam  cutters  were  from  the  Indiana,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Oregon.  On  the  St.  Louisas  return  to  Santiago  that  even- 
ing the  last  of  the  boats  detailed  from  other  ships  to  take  part  in  the 
landing — viz,  the  Oregon's  steam  cutter  and  whaleboat — were  sent  back 
to  their  own  ship.  The  usefulness  of  the  steam  cutters  in  towing  empty 
boats  off  and  full  boats  in  can  not  be  exaggerated.  The  service  was 
hard  and  continuous.  I  marvel  only  that  breakdowns  were  so  few  and 
slight. 

Of  the  Navy  boats,  one  Brooklyn  cutter,  beached  at  Baiquiri  the  first 
day,  was  the  only  one  entirely  lost;  all,  however,  were  more  or  less 
bruised  and  a  few  somewhat  damaged,  unavoidably. 

The  St.  Louis  received  and  cared  for  seven  men  on  the  24th  ultimo, 
wounded  in  the  action  of  that  day,  Surg.  E.  Lloyd  Parker  rendering 
valuable  service.  It  was  during  this  affair  when  word  came  off  from 
shore  that  the  Spaniards  were  driving  back  our  troops,  that  the  St. 
Louis  fired  a  number  of  shells  in  the  supposed  direction  of  the  enemy, 
some  of  which  by  good  luck  are  reported  to  have  fallen  in  his  midst. 

At  the  beginning  much  delay  was  caused  by  the  timidity  of  the 
troops  in  getting  into  the  boats;  in  other  cases  on  account  of  orders 
not  having  arrived  on  board  the  transports  to  disembark  their  troops, 
causing  much  loss  of  time,  the  boats  shoving  off  unloaded.  In  other 
cases  delay  was  due  to  the  efforts  of  company  officers  to  make  the  land- 
ing by  companies  instead  of  filling  the  boats  to  their  capacity  each  trip. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

0.  F.  Goodrich, 
Captain,  U.  8. 2^.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  U.  8.  Flagship  New  Yorh, 


[Blank  order.j 

To  Officer  Commanding ,  Steam  Cutter: 

You  will  take  in  tow  the  following  boats  and  proceed  to  transport  No. ,  the 

embarking  troops  to  a  safe  load  only ,    Any  surplus  from  this  transport 

will  be  taken  in  the  tug. 

Sailing  launch,  St.  Louie  lifeboat  number,  St.  Louis  collapsible  boat  number,  ont- 
teis,  etc.,  and  whaleboat,  gig,  or  lifeboat. 
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Programme  of  landing  at  Baiqavri,  June  SI,  18S8. 

1.  The  boats  of  the  fleet  assigned  to  the  dnty  of  landing  the  army  will  assemble  near 
the  St.  Lovi»,  oS  Daiquiri,  to-morrow  morning  at  4.30.  The  senior  of&cer  in  charge 
of  the  contingent  from  each  ship  will  report  on  board  the  St.  Louis  for  orders. 

2.  Bach  boat  will  have  a  cockswain  and  from  two  to  fonr  men,  according  to  size. 
An  answering  pennant  on  a  staff  is  to  be  in  each  boat. 

3.  OflScers  in  charge  of  boats  and  cockswains  will  repair  alongside  the  transport 
designated  in  their  written  orders  and  report  they  have  come  for  so  many  passengers, 
as  specified  in  the  seating  capacity  of  boats,  approximately  as  follows:  Steam 
launches,  15;  sailing  launches,  70;  St.  Louis  lifeboats,  45;  rafts  and  cutters,  25; 
whaleboats  and  gigs,  somewhat  less. 

4.  They  will  load  their  boats  carefully  and  require  the  men  first  coming  on  board 
to  sit  down  in  the  bottom  of  the  boat.  Those  on  the  thwarts  will,  under  their  ofQcers, 
be  prepared  to  fire  on  the  enemy.    Avoid  overloading  a  boat. 

5.  As  each  boat  is  loaded  it  will  push  off  from  the  ship's  side  and  go  in  tow  of  the 
steam  launch  assigned  to  the  duty  of  towing  it.  The  pulling  boats  will  fly  the 
answering  pennant  when  loaded  and  in  tow.  The  steam  launches,  when  loaded  and 
their  detachment  of  pulling  boats  in  tow  and  ready,  to  go  ahead.  They  will  then 
take  position  to  the  southward  of  the  Wompatuck  in  line  abreast. 

6.  The  heaviei  boats  will  go  next  the  steam  launches. 

7.  When  the  blue  peter  is  hauled  down  on  board  the  Wompatuck  the  launches  will 
steam  ahead  in  line  abreast  astern  of  the  Wompatuck. 

8.  It  is  the  intention  to  prepare  a  landing  stage  to  be  towed  by  the  Wompatuck.  If 
this  intention  is  realized  the  troops  will  debark  on  the  stage.  Possibly  a  pier  now 
existing  at  the  point  selected  may  be  available.  Or,  again,  the  troops  may  landfrom 
the  boats  directly. 

9.  In  any  event,  a  blue  and  red  flag  hoisted  on  the  Wompatuck  will  be  the  signal  to 
land,  when  the  detachments  will  go  ashore  in  the  following  order:  First.  That  from 
the  Seneca  (5),  the  columns  in  the  order  designated  by  General  Van  Horn.  Second. 
That  from  theArisata  (24).  Third.  That  from  the  Manteo  (36).  Fourth.  That  from 
the  Knickerbocker  (13).  That  from  the  Iroquois  according  to  the  wish  of  General 
Lawton. 

10.  The  boats  awaiting  their  turn  at  landing,  and  especially  the  steam  launches 
with  their  rapid-fire  guns,  will  clear  the  vicinity  of  the  beach  of  the  enemy. 

11.  An  orderly  and  deliberate  procedure  in  disembarking  will  be  found  an  econ- 
omy of  time.  If  there  be  any  siurf  it  may  become  necessary  for  the  officer  or  cock- 
swain to  request  the  army  officer  in  the  boat  to  designate  their  men  by  name  in  the 
order  of  their  disembarking.    Make  this  request  on  leaving  the  transport. 


Boats  furnished  for  the  landing  of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps  at  Baiquiri,  June  SH,  1898. 

U.S.S.  St.  Louis: 

Lifeboats 13 

Collapsible  boats 10 

U.  S.  S.  Massachusetts : 

Steam  launches 2 

Sailing  lannohes 2 

Cutters 5 

Whaleboats 2 

U.S.  S.Iowa: 

Steam  launches 2 

Whaleboat 1 

U.  8.  S.  Brooklyn : 

Steam  launches 2 

Sailing  launch i 1 

Cutters.... 3 

U.S.S.  Oregon: 

Steam  launches = 2 

Whaleboat , 1 

U.  S.  8.  AnnapoUs : 

Steam  launch 1 

U.S.S.  Indiana: 

Steam  launch 1 

U.  8.  S.  Detroit : 

Steam  launch 1 

5898 44 
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U.S.S.  Texas: 

Steam  launch ...     1 

Cutters 2 

Total B2 

Steam  lannches 12 

Sailing  launches 3 

Cutters 10 

Whaleboats 4 

Lifehoats 13 

Collapsible  boats 10 

Total 52 

128424. 

U.  S.  S.  Pbobia, 
Key  West,  Fla.,  July  14, 1898. 

SiE :  I  respectfully  report  that  the  U.  S.  S.  Peoria,  under  my  com- 
mand, left  Key  West  June  25,  convoying  a  landing  expedition  on  the 
steamships  Florida  and  Fanita.  The  forces  on  board  these  steamships 
consisted  of  about  300  Cubans  under  General  Nunez;  50  troopers  of  the 
Tenth  United  States  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  Johnson;  and  15  volun- 
teers, under  Mr.  Winthrop  Chanler.  There  were  also  on  board  about 
700  tons  of  munitions  of  war  and  supplies,  including  4,000  stand  of 
small  arms,  ammunition,  2  dynamite  field  pieces,  clothing,  etc. 

On  June  29  a  landing  was  attempted  near  the  mouth  of  the  San  Juan 
River,  between  Cienfuegos  and  Trinidad,  but  the  enemy  developed  in 
such  force  that  General  Nunez  decided  to  abandon  the  attempt  at  this 
point  and  make  another  at  Tunas,  about  40  miles  to  the  eastward.  The 
U.  S.  8.  Dixie  was  present  at  San  Juan. 

The  Peoria,  with  the  two  convoys,  proceeded  to  Tunas,  arriving  off 
that  place  the  next  afternoon,  A  blockhouse  was  observed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tayabacao  Eiver,  4  miles  to  the  westward  of  Tunas,  and 
this  ship  steamed  within  range  and  threw  shell  into  this  blockhouse 
and  its  vicinity;  but  eliciting  no  response  nor  any  sign  of  life,  two 
boat  loads  of  scouts,  one  of  15  Cubans,  under  Captain  Nunez,  and  the 
other,  of  15  volunteers,  under  Mr.  Chanler,  were  landed,  this  ship  occu- 
pying a  position  to  protect  the  landing.  As  the  boats  reached  the 
shore,  about  500  yards  east  of  the  blockhouse,  a  very  destructive  lire 
was  opened  upon  them  by  a  considerable  force  of  Spaniards,  who  had 
remained  concealed  in  earthworks  about  the  blockhouse.  Captain 
Nunez  was  killed  as  he  reached  the  shore  and  several  others  were 
wounded. 

The  enemy  used  the  Mauser  rifles  with  smokeless  powder,  and  it  was 
very  difficult  to  locate  their  fire,  but  as  soon  as  this  was  done  this  ship 
opened  a  very  rapid  and  accurate  fire,  which  soon  silenced  them.  The 
landing  party  in  the  meantime  had  reached  the  shore  and  sought 
shelter.  For  nearly  two  hours  it  was  necessary  for  this  ship  to  shell 
the  blockhouse  and  earthworks  at  frequent  intervals  in  order  to  protect 
the  landing  party.  This  fire  was  very  destructive,  one  shell,  according 
to  one  of  the  landing  party,  bursting  among  a  group  of  Spaniards  and 
killing  and  wounding  about  twenty.  At  9  p.  m.  the  landing  party 
made  good  its  retreat  to  the  ships,  having  lost  one  killed  and  seven 
wounded,  among  the  latter  being  Mr.  Chanler. 

This  afternoon  the  Florida  went  ashore  about  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  the  beach,  and  as  the  Spaniards  were  in  receipt  of  steady 
reinforcements  grave  fears  were  entertained  as  to  her  safety.  During 
the  night  she  resisted  all  attempts  of  this  ship  to  pull  her  off,  in  spite 
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of  the  transfer  of  coal  to  the  Fanita  and  the  throwing  overboard  of 
some  of  her  cargo. 

The  following  day  the  TJ.  S.  8.  Helena  came  in,  and  that  afternoon  the 
Helena  and  Peoria  steamed  in  within  1,200  to  1,400  yards  of  Tunas  and 
opened  Are  on  some  batteries,  mounting  Krupp  guns,  that  had  been 
erected  there.  The  Spaniards  replied,  but  without  serious  effect,  a  few 
shell  and  shrapnel  striking  both  ships  without  damage.  In  twenty- five 
minutes  the  batteries  were  silenced,  the  guns  dismounted,  several 
schooners  destroyed  and  sunk,  five  houses  destroyed  by  fire  and 
twenty-eight  more  or  less  injured. 

That  evening  both  ships  again  opened  fire  on  the  blockhouse  and 
earthworks  that  in  the  meantime  had  been  largely  reinforced,  and  at 
the  same  time  the  Spaniards,  evidently  under  the  impression  that  a 
landing  was  to  be  made  in  force,  set  fire  to  and  destroyed  a  large 
railroad  wharf  and  warehouse. 

It  was  decided  not  to  attempt  to  make  a  landing  in  the  face  of  the 
large  force  on  shore,  and,  the  Florida  having  floated,  that  night  the 
Peoria  and  the  two  convoys  steamed  out  and  the  following  morning, 
July  3,  successfully  landed  the  expedition  at  Palo  Alto,  60  miles  to  the 
east  of  Tunas. 

The  next  day  Gen.  Maximo  Gomez  appeared  at  Palo  Alto  and  a  con- 
ference was  held,  at  which  General  Gomez  submitted  in  writing  a  plan 
of  campaign,  which  is  hereby  respectfully  forwarded. 

General  Gomez  expressed  his  ability  to  hold  the  position  at  Palo  Alto 
for  at  least  30  days  from  July  4.  He  stated  that  he  had  at  that  time 
about  2,000  men  under  arms  and  could  have  a  larger  force  were  he  able 
to  arm  and  feed  them. 

Having  accomplished  the  purpose  of  the  expedition  the  convoys 
returned  in  company  with  this  ship. 

Very  respectfliUy,  T.  W.  Etan, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

Commodore  G.  0.  Eembt,  U  .  S.  K, 

Commanding  United  States  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla. 


126306. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  July  12, 1898, 
Secbbtabt  Natt,  Washington,  D.  G. : 

Convoy  has  been  ready  since  this  morning.    Transports  Lampasas 
and  Nueces  not  yet  arrived. 

Eemey. 


Key  West,  Fla.,  July  14, 1898. 
Navigation,  Favy  Department,  Washington,  B.  G.  : 
Transport  Lamjpasas  arrived.    Convoy  still  awaiting  arrival  of  Nueces. 

Eemey. 


130306. 

[Uorements  of  St,  PatU.    Boat's  oiew  left  with  B»litf  and  prize  crew  on  board  of  Horrut.] 

No.  102  A.]  U.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 

Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  July  17,  1898. 
Sir:  The  St.  Paul  having  disembarked  the  Eighth  Ohio  Eegiment 
at  Siboney,  and  also  having  landed  all  the  equipment  and  stores 
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belonging  to  that  regiment,  joined  the  commander  in  chief  at  Santiago 
on  the  14th  instant.  The  same  day  she  visited  the  Spanish  wrecks 
the  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  and  Almirante  Oquendo.  She  arrived  at 
Guantanamo  Bay  at  7  a.  m.  on  July  15,  where  she  has  since  remained 
in  quarantine,  at  the  request  of  Commander  B.  F.  McCalla,  who  is  in 
charge  of  Guantanamo  Bay.  I  have  discharged  all  my  navy  stores 
and  ammunition  into  the  Vulcan  or  into  the  naval  ships  for  which  they 
were  severally  intended,  according  to  your  orders. 

I  have  received  orders  from  you  through  Commodore  Watson  to  pro- 
ceed as  soon  as  ready  to  take  the  army  mail  presumably  from  Siboney 
and  then  to  report  to  the  commander  in  chief  off  Santiago,  and  finally 
to  proceed  to  New  York. 

While  at  Siboney  the  army  hospital  ship  iJeMe/' reported  that  she 
had  no  boat  of  sufiicieut  size  to  accommodate  a  stretcher  for  transport- 
ing the  wounded  from  shore,  and  requested  the  loan  of  one  of  our  cut- 
ters and  the  crew,  in  consideration  of  which  she  gave  us  the  use  of 
one  of  her  light  steam  launches.  Unfortunately,  the  boat's  crew  in  our 
boat  were  permitted  to  transport  a  case  of  yellow  fever  from  shore  to 
the  Belief  and  thence  back  to  shore.  The  senior  surgeon  of  the  Belief 
recommended  that  the  crew  should  remain  by  the  Belief  to  tide  over  a 
period  of  quarantine.  Accordingly  I  left  the  crew  on  board  that  vessel 
and  also  the  boat  which  had  been  exposed,  and,  unless  otherwise 
directed,  shall  proceed  North  without  them.  I  have  sent  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  Belief  the  clothing  and  all  necessary  transfer 
papers  of  the  men,  whose  names  and  rates  are  as  follows: 

Anderson,  J.,  seaman,  one  year,  special. 
Tucker,  J.  A.,  seaman,  one  year,  special. 
Powers,  J.,  seaman,  one  year,  special. 
Adams,  C.  J.,  ordinary  seaman,  one  year,  special. 
Jakobsen,  F.,  seaman,  three  years,  general. 

All  of  these  men  but  one  are  shipped  for  one  year  on  special  service 
on  board  the  St.  Paul.  The  senior  surgeon  of  the  Belief  promised  to 
see  that  the  men  were  finally  transferred  to  the  Vermont  in  New  York. 

At  Siboney  I  found  on  board  the  tug  Leyden,  where  they  were  unnec- 
essarily exposed  to  the  influence  of  yellow  fever,  a  prize  crew  of  the 
Hornet  in  chargie  of  Ensign  M,  St.  C.  Ellis,  U.  S.  N.,  who  requested  to 
be  taken  aboard  the  St.  Paul.  You  were  notified  by  me  of  this  fact  in 
a  private  letter,  and  gave  me  verbal  orders  to  take  them  to  Guanta- 
namo Bay.  On  my  arrival  I  found  the  Hornet  was  no  longer  in  the  bay. 
Commander  McCalla  objected  to  receiving  Ensign  Ellis  and  the  prize 
crew  because  of  their  having  been  at  Siboney,  where  yellow  fever  pre- 
vailed. I  therefore  recommend  that  they  go  to  New  York  on  board  the 
St.  Paul,  where  Ensign  Ellis  can  receive  further  orders.  I  further 
request  that  I  be  permitted  to  retain  members  of  this  prize  crew  on 
board  the  St.  Paul.  There  is  one  chief  gunner's  mate  in  the  prize  crew. 
The  St.  Paul  lost  her  gunner's  mate  at  New  York  during  her  last  visit, 
and  now  has  no  seaman  gunner  in  her  gunners'  gang.  The  St.  Paul's 
prize  crew  of  eighteen  men  sent  to  Key  West  with  the  prize  Bestormel 
have  not  been  returned  to  this  ship.  The  names  and  ratings  of  the 
ptize  crew  of  the  Hornet  are  as  follows: 

McManns,  chief  boatswain's  mate. 
Donnelly,  chief  gunner's  mate. 
Grant,  James,  machinist,  second  clau. 
Osmond,  C,  fireman,  second  class. 
Svensen,  M.,  seaman. 
Larsen,  seaman. 
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The  Hornet  still  has  on.  board  a  gunuer's  mate  and  a  seaman  gunner 
for  her  small  battery. 

Very  respectftilly,  C.  D,  Sigsbeb, 

Captain,  U,  S.  N.,  CommoMding. 
Commander  in  Ohiep  U.  S.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  off  Santiago  de  Cuba. 


F.  S.  S.  St.  Paul, 
Siboney,  Cuba,  July  14, 1898. 
My  Dear  Admiral  :  As  you  well  know,  the  army  at  Siboney  has  no 
facilities  for  receiving  a  cargo  from  vessels.  We  have  used  the  Leyden 
and  all  our  boats,  and  at  2  p,  m.  to-day  we  will  have  discharged  all  the 
stores  for  the  Eighth  Ohio  Eegiment.  I  shall  then  proceed  to  Guanta- 
namo  Bay,  as  directed  by  you,  where  I  shall  discharge  the  navy  stores 
into  the  Vulcan,  and  the  army  stores  for  the  Army  in  general  into  the 
transport  at  the  bay,  to  be  sent  by  Colonel  Humphrey,  quartermaster- 
general  here. 

#  #,#  #  #  #  • 

Soon  after  our  arrival  here  the  army  hospital  ship  Relief,  which  has 
no  boat  that  can  accommodate  a  stretcher  for  the  wounded,  begged  the 
loan  of  one  of  our  cutters  to  transport  wounded  men.  Of  course  I 
complied.  As  a  result,  I  was  informed  yesterday  by  the  senior  surgeon 
of  the  Belief  that  by  some  mistake  our  boat  had  been  made  to  transport 
to  that  ship  and  then  back  ashore  a  man  having  yellow  fever.  The 
doctor  politely  offered  to  care  for  our  boat's  crew  on  board  the  Belief 
until  they  could  tide  over  a  period  of  quarantine.  I  accepted  the  ofler, 
and  shall  proceed  to  Guantanamo  without  the  boat's  crew.  I  can  pick 
the  crew  up  here  later  on.  I  understand  there  are  50  cases  of  yellow 
fever  on  shore  now.  General  Miles  has  given  an  order  to  burn  all  the 
wooden  buildings  at  Siboney,  and  that  work  has  proceeded  for  two 
days. 

I  believe  I  wrote  you  that  I  have  on  board  for  the  Army,  among  other 
things,  450  boxes  of  army  clothing,  each  box  containing  150  suits  and 
weighing  575  pounds.  I  inclose  a  memorandum  of  boxes  that  I  have 
for  the  Navy  to  discharge  into  the  Vulcan. 

•  ***•«• 

Tours,  sincerely,  C.  D.  Sigsbee, 

Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 
Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station. 


121419. 

[Memotfuidtun  for  the  Secretary  of  War,] 

June  24,  1898. 
The  following  telegram  has  been  received  in  this  Department : 

Thb  Senate,  June  S4, 1898. 
Hon.  John  D.  Long: 

The  Florida,  with  Mainey  expedition  and  300  United  States  cavalry  on  board,  left 
Tampa  Monday  and  was  detained  at  Key  West  for  convoy.  A  friend  in  the  expedi- 
tion telegraphs  me  that  the  delay  is  killing  their  horses  and  mules.  Can  not  order 
be  sent  to  Remey  to  fnmish  them  immediate  convoy?  It  is  very  important.  Expe- 
dition going  to  join  Gomez.    I  should  be  mnoh  indebted  if  yon  could  help  them. 

S..  C.  LODGK. 
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I  have  replied  to  this  telegram  as  follows: 

Uou.  H.  C.  Lodge, 

United  States  Senate,  Washington : 
Yonr  telegram  received.    Will  communicate  with  Secretary  of  War  at  once  and 
furnish  convoy,  if  requested.    This  Department  knows  nothing  of  the  expedition 
referred  to,  and  has  never  been  requested  to  furnish  a  convoy  for  it.     Should  the  War 
Department  desire  it,  I  will  order  a  convoy  by  telegraph  at  once. 

J.  D.  LOKG. 

Should  your  Department  consider  it  desirable  that  this  expedition  be 
convoyed,  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  I  be  so  informed  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  John  D.  Long, 

Secretary. 


123924. 

[Memorandum  for  the  Secretary  of  'War.] 

Jui-T  5,  1898. 
Eeferring  to  the  verbal  request  of  the  Adjutant-General,  that  a  con- 
voy be  made  available  at  Key  West  immediately  for  the  convoy  of  the 
army  transports,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  convoying  vessels  have 
been  waiting  at  Key  West  for  one  week  to  day,  to  the  embarrassment 
of  this  Department.  They  are  ready  to  sail  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night.    This  information  was  furnished  on  the  28th  of  June. 

John  D.  Long. 


130306. 

[Report  of  WUmingttm  regarding  convoy  duty.} 

No.  20.]  TJ.  S.  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Eatb, 

Off  Ocupe  Oruz,  Cuba,  July  14, 1898. 

SiE :  I  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following,  bearing  upon  the 
convoy  by  naval  vessels  of  army  transports  and  the  landing  of  the 
troops,  etc.,  by  the  Machias  and  Wilmington  recently  at  Siboney. 

With  the  exception  of  the  compass-course  signals.  International  Code, 
no  attention  was  paid  by  the  vessels  being  convoyed  to  other  signals 
made,  although  such  signals  were  ti-eqaently  necessary.  Little  or  no 
attention  was  paid  by  these  transports  to  maintain  position,  and  had 
the  fleet  been  larger  much  delay  must  have  occurred  from  this  source, 
Ukewise  danger  under  ordinary  war  conditions. 

Upon  arrival  at  Siboney,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  senior 
officer.  Commander  Mead,  of  the  Machias,  the  boats  of  this  vessel  were 
sent  in  charge  of  an  officer  to  assist  in  the  landing  of  the  troops,  their 
equipment,  etc.  What  little  system  could  be  at  the  time  formulated  by 
Lieutenant  McOrea,  in  charge  of  the  landing,  was  entirely  due  to  his 
efforts,  aided  by  the  officers  of  this  vessel,  and  which  greatly  facilitated 
the  landing  of  the  troops.  Much  delay  was  experienced,  owing  to  the 
entire  lack  of  control  or  method  on  the  part  of  those  in  charge  of  the 
troops  on  the  several  transports  as  well  as  on  shore,  and  this  delay 
under  different  circumstances  might  have  proved  disastrous. 

Other  delays  were  due  to  the  incomplete  landing  place  at  Siboney  and 
inadequate  space  at  the  landing  in  which  to  work.  At  the  request  of 
the  army  officials  more  than  once  the  boats  were  diverted  to  landing 
provisions  for  men  already  at  the  front,  apparently  there  being  but 
little  if  any  army  facilities  or  arrangements  for  expediting  this  very 
important  feature  of  landing  in  an  enemy's  country.    Again,  sick  and 
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wounded  were  brought  down  to  the  landing  and  unloaded  on  the  wharf 
without  means  of  transferring  them  to  the  hospital  ships,  and  as  a 
matter  of  humanity  these  men  were,  with  the  boats  of  the  two  ships, 
placed  on  board  the  proper  vessels.  The  transports,  not  only  those 
that  accompanied  the  convoy  under  us,  but  others  that  had  previously 
arrived,  were  crowding  into  the  narrow  waters  of  Siboney,  apparently 
without  object,  certainly  without  control  on  the  part  of  any  offlcial, 
and  this  tended  to  delay  expeditious  work.  Signals  from  the  St.  Paul, 
calling  for  various  transports,  were  flying  many  hours  without  response, 
the  vessels  called  apparently  being  wholly  out  of  signal  distance. 

On  one  occasion  wounded  men  in  the  boats  were  delayed  alongside 
the  hospital  ship  a  long  time  before  being  received  on  board.  The  rea- 
son for  this  is  not  definitely  known,  but  they  were  in  our  boats  and 
should  have  been  promptly  received  on  board,  that  our  boats  might  con- 
tinue their  work  with  the  troops. 

It  is  not  pleasant  to  state  that  the  means  provided  for  handling  and 
caring  for  the  unfortunate  wounded  and  sick  on  the  part  of  those  respon- 
sible for  it  were  wholly  inadequate;  almost  nil.  But  our  officers  and 
men  assisted  in  this  work,  as  they  did  in  all  other  cases,  acting  in  the 
Government  interest  on  shore. 

As  a  result  of  this  experience,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  there  should 
be  definitely  defined  the  duties  of  the  Navy  in  the  matter  of  convoy, 
commencing  at  the  time  of  complete  embarkation  to  the  completion  of 
the  debarkation,  and  this  authority  of  the  Navy  should  be  so  clearly 
defined,  that  the  masters  of  the  vessels  under  convoy  would  make  no 
mistake  tending  to  militate  against  a  rapid  movement  and  successful 
landing  of  the  personnel  on  board  their  vessels. 

Great  Britain,  from  long  experience,  found  such  action  absolutely 
necessary,  and  the  specific  duties  of  the  navy  in  the  cases  of  convoy  are 
set  forth  in  Queen's  regulations. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  0.  Todd, 

Gommcmder,  U.S.N.,  Commanding. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  TJ.  S.  Natal  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 


U.  S,  S.  TAI.B, 
New  Yorlc,  N.  ¥.,  August  1, 1899. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  Tale  at  this  port, 
having  landed  the  troops,  received  at  Charleston  July  8,  at  Guanica, 
Porto  Bico,  July  25. 

In  connection  with  this  duty  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Department  to  the  bad  sanitary  condition  of  this  vessel,  caused  by  the 
troops  having  been  infected  with  typhus  and  typhoid  fevers,  varioloid, 
measles,  mumps,  etc. 

In  justice  to  the  crew,  numbering  nearly  four  hundred,  they  should 
not  be  exposed  again  to  such  conditions  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided, 
which  I  think  can  be  done  provided  the  very  large  number  of  idle 
transports  lying  around  Santiago  be  properly  utilized. 
EespectfoUy, 

W.  0.  Wise, 
Captain  Commanding. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
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No.  13,]  U.  S.  S.  Eagle, 

Key  West,  Fla.,  August  3,  1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Eagle  left  her  block- 
ading station  off  the  Isle  of  Pines  on  the  forenoon  of  the  2d  instant, 
and  arrived  here  this  p.  m. 

When  the  Eagle  left,  the  Bancroft  was  off  Piedras  Point  and  the 
Maple  in  or  near  Siguanea  Bay. 

During  the  afternoon  of  July  25  the  Eagle  chased  and  overhauled 
Quartermaster's  Department  transport  No.  2,  and  from  her  captain 
learned  that  other  transports  were  following. 

The  same  night  the  Eagle  chased  a  steamer  for  two  hours.  Several 
shots  were  fired  close  to  her,  signals  made,  aud  the  whistle  sounded, 
but  the  steamer  would  not  stop.  Fortunately  the  information  gained 
during  the  afternoon  made  me  think  she  was  a  transport,  or  the  Eagle 
would  have  fired  into  her  for  the  Montevideo  and  destroyed  valuable 
lives.  When  finally  overhauled  by  the  Eagle  shortly  after  midnight  she 
proved  to  be  No.  19,  the  D.  H.  Miller,  bound  to  Porto  Rico  with  troops 

I  informed  the  captain  of  his  grave  offense  in  risking  the  lives  of  the 
troops  on  board  in  a  manner  which  he  will  not  forget,  and  also  told  him 
that  he  would  probably  run  across  other  of  our  gunboats  en  route. 

Upon  telling  him  to  proceed  the  soldiers  cheered  the  Eagle.  It  seems 
to  me  that  some  action  should  be  taken  which  will  save  our  troops  afloat 
from  such  .risks. 

•  *••**• 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  SOTJTHEBLAIfD, 

Lieutenant,  U.  8.  N'.,  Commanding. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  U.  S.  Naval  Forces, 

North  Atlantic  Station,  Key  West,  Fla. 


135265. 

U.  8.  S.  Harvard, 
Fort  Pond  Bay,  August  25, 1898. 

Sir:  On  Sunday,  August  14  instant,  at  daylight,  in  obedience  to 
the  Department's  telegraphic  order  of  the  13th  instant,  received  by  me 
on  the  afternoon  of  that  date,  too  late,  however,  to  take  advantage  of 
that  day's  tide  to  cross  the  bar  at  Sandy  Hook,  the  ship's  draft  being 
29  feet  6  inches,  I  left  Tompkinsville  with  this  vessel  under  my  com- 
mand and  proceeded  to  Santiago  de  Cuba  to  report  to  General  Shafter. 

The  Harvard  arrived  at  Santiago  early  on  the  morning  of  the  19th 
instant,  nothing  of  special  note  having  occurred  during  the  passage; 
generally  fair  weather  and  smooth  to  moderate  sea  having  been 
encountered. 

The  U.  S.  cruiser  Yale  was  at  anchor  off  the  entrance  to  Santiago 
Bay,  near  the  Morro,  embarking  troops  when  we  arrived.  She  sailed 
for  the  United  States  at  10.30  a.  m.  on  that  day. 

As  soon  as  possible  I  reported  the  arrival  of  this  ship  to  General 
Shafter,  who  at  once  gave  orders  for  the  embarkation,  as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable, of  the  troops  who  were  to  go  north  in  this  ship. 

The  embarkation  was  completed  at  10.45  a.  m.  on  the  2l8t  instant, 
the  sea  having  been  too  heavy  on  the  previous  afternoon  for  lighters 
or  steamers  to  lie  alongside. 

At  the  hour  last  named  I  left  our  anchorage  off  the  Morro  for  Mon- 
tauk,  and  touched  at  Guantanamo  in  the  afternoon  for  the  mail  of  the 
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squadron  there.  At  midnight  on  Sunday  last, off  Great  Inagua  Island, 
Clyde  S.  Breede,  private  Company  A,  Thirty-third  Michigan  Volun- 
teers, died  of  diphtheria.  He  was  buried  at  sea  at  9.50  a.  m.  on  the 
following  day  with  appropriate  military  honors.  I  brought  from  San- 
tiago Maj.  Gen.  A.  R.  Chaffee,  TJ.  S.  Volunteers,  and  his  staff,  consist- 
ing of  Maj.  H.  S.  Kilbourne,  Maj.  G.  Creighton  Webb,  Maj.  William 
C.  Daniels,  Lieut.  J.  T.  Kerr,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Lieut.  George  F. 
Hamilton,  Ninth  Cavalry,  Lieut.  C.  S.  Farnsworth,  Seventh  Infantry, 
and  Lieut.  D.  B.  HoUey,  Fourth  Infantry.  Also,  accompanying  Major 
General  Chaffee  and  staif,  13  privates  and  4  civilian  servants. 

Lieut.  Col.  F.  J.  Schmidt,  commanding  the  Thirty-third  Michigan 
Volunteers,  with  27  commissioned  of&cers  of  companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  F, 
H,  I,  K,  L,  and  M,  and  616  enlisted  men,  and  also  Mr.  Samuel  M.  Jarvis, 
United  States  fiscal  agent  for  Cuba,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Green. 

The  Harvard  arrived  at  Fort  Pond  Bay,  Long  Island,  at  1.30  p.  m. 
to-day,  having  had  a  smooth  sea  and  fair  weather,  except  from  6.30  to 
ll  a.  m.  to-day,  during  which  time  we  were  detained  off  Block  Island 
by  a  dense  fog. 

The  passage  was  made  at  an  average  speed  of  15.63  knots  per  hour 
from  Guantanamo,  the  physical  condition  of  the  troops  being  such  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  that  they  should  reach  a  cool  climate  with  as 
little  delay  as  the  conditions  would  permit. 

Very  respectfully,  C.  S.  Cotton, 

Captain,  TJ.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Sbceetary  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Note. — A  report  in  regard  to  transporting  troops  in  the  Pacific  is 
printed  on  page  137. 
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KAVAL  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

Naval  prisoners  of  war  were,  by  the  direction  of  the  Department, 
under  the  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

The  prisoners  captured  in  the  naval  battle  of  July  3  were  confined 
at  the  Naval  Academy,  Annapolis,  and  at  a  camp  established  at  Sea- 
veys  Island,  at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  Those  requiring  constant  medical 
or  surgical  treatment  were  confined  at  the  Naval  Hospital,  Norfolk. 
The  prisoners  at  Annapolis  included  Rear- Admiral  Pasqual  Cervera, 
78  other  officers,  and  14  enlisted  men  (servants)  of  the  Spanish  navy. 
Forty-five  of  the  officers  and  the  14  enlisted  men  were  quartered  at  the 
Naval  Academy  from  July  16,  the  34  remaining  officers  from  July  20. 
All  were  repatriated  on  September  8.  During  the  whole  period  of  con- 
finement these  prisoners  were  treated  with  the  utmost  consideration. 
Their  relations  with  the  Naval  Academy  authorities,  and  Admiral  Oer- 
vera's  relations  with  the  Department  were  of  a  most  cordial  nature. 
Pages  47  to  61  of  the  Bureau's  report  for  the  year  contain  detailed 
statements  of  the  incidents  and  conditions  of  the  confinement  of  these 
prisoners. 

Various  detachments  of  naval  prisoners  of  war  were  received  at 
Seaveys  Island,  amounting  in  all  to  20  officers  and  1,661  men.  The 
first  detachment  of  10  officers  and  692  men  arrived  on  July  11,  and, 
although  final  orders  for  the  establishment  of  the  camp  had  been  given 
but  two  days  previously,  all  were  taken  on  shore  and  fed  and  quar- 
tered that  night. 

The  camp  for  these  prisoners  was  a  model  of  comfort,  and  in  its 
prompt  establishment  reflected  the  greatest  credit  upon  Paymaster 
J.  P.  Loomis,  who,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bureau,  made  all  arrange- 
ments for  its  construction.  It  included  buildings,  all  specially  con- 
structed, for  barracks,  mess  room,  kitchen,  equipped  with  cooking  stoves, 
officers'  quarters,  quarters  for  the  marine  guard,  guardhouse,  and 
latrines.  The  camp  was  lighted,  and  provided  with  an  ample  water 
supply,  and  was  inclosed  by  a  high  board  fence,  and  outside  of  that  by 
a  high  barbed- wire  fence. 

The  Colonel  Commandant  of  the  Marine  Corps,  who  twice  inspected 
the  camp  personally,  reports : 

When  these  prisoners  were  landed  they  were  dirty,  many  with  scarcely  any  cloth- 
ing, some  in  a  feeble  condition,  and  a  number  of  them  wounded.  The  first  night 
they  were  on  shore  it  was  very  cold,  but  it  was  so  late  when  they  landed  that  it  was 
impossible  to  provide  them  with  proper  clothing.  Not  being  accustomed  to  the 
climate,  they  were  somewhat  uncomfortable,  although  they  had  an  excellent  meal 
that  night,  provided  by  Paymaster  J.  P.  Loomis,  commissary.  The  next  day  they 
were  supplied  with  sufficient  warm  clothing  and  bedding  throngh  the  earnest  efforts 
of  Paymaster  Loomis,  and  when  I  left  their  condition  had  very  much  improved. 

On  the  occasion  of  my  inspection  of  the  marine  barracks,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  on 
September  2  and  3,  I  thoroughly  inspected  the  camp  and  prisoners,  with  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  marine  barracks,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Meade,  who  had  a  few 
days  before  relieved  Colonel  Forney,  and  I  could  hardly  realize  the  great  improve- 
ment which  had  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  these  men.  The  prisoners  were 
drawn  up  in  two  lines  in  their  respective  barracks,  and  I  inspected  every  prisoner 
in  the  camp.    Most  of  them  were  dressed  in  white  suits,  all  the  clothing  was  very 
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clean,  and  the  men  looked  well  and  contented.  Their  bedding  was  opened  and  fonnd 
to  be  clean  and  neat.  I  also  inspected  the  gronnds,  barracks,  sinks,  kitchens,  mess 
paTilien,  and  other  bnildings  at  the  camp,  and  found  them  clean  and  in  a  perfectly 
sanitary  condition,  showing  that  great  care  had  been  bestowed  on  the  men  and 
camp  by  Colonel  Forney  and  Lientenant-Colonel  Meade  as  to  health  and  comfort 
since  they  landed  at  Seaveys  Island.  After  my  return  from  Portsmouth,  Maj.  G.  C. 
Reid,  adjutant  and  inspeetor  of  the  corps,  proceeded  to  Portsmouth  and  made  a 
thoiongh  inspection  of  the  battalion. 

Farther  reports  in  regard  to  these  prisoners  and  those  at  the  Naval 
Hospital,  Norfolk,  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  colonel  comman- 
dant of  the  Marine  Corps. 


CASUALTIES  IN  ACTION. 
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CASUALTIES  W  ACTION. 

Killed  and  wounded. 


Engagement. 


Kmnber 

of  casn- 

alties. 


KiUed. 


Wounded. 


Died  sab* 
Bequently 
as  result 

of 
wounds. 


Action  at  Manila  Bay  (Hay  1) 

Action  off  Gienfaegos  (May  U) 

Action  off  Cardenas  (May  11) 

Action  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Kico  (May  12) 

Engagements  at  Gnantanamo,  Cuba  (June  11  to  20) 

Engagement  off  Santiago  (June  22) 

Engagement  off  Santiago  (July  3) 

MiscSlaneous ; 

Yankee  (June  13) 

Eagle  (July  12) 

Bancroft  (Augaat  2) 

AmpMtrite  (August  7) 

Total 


1 
6 
1 
a6 
1 
1 


16 


68 


61 
2 


•  One  accidentally  killed. 


b  Accidentally  shot. 


Litt  of  men  killed,  also  those  wounded  in  action  who  tuhsequently  died  from  wounds. 

[Details  of  these  oa«es  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  of  the  Kavy,  on  the  pages  oppo- 
site their  respective  names.] 


Beport  of 
Surgeon- 
General  of 
the  Navy, 


Page. 


Case. 


Kame. 


Kank  or  rate. 


Vessel. 


174 
174 


176 
176 
176 
176 
176 


177 


178 
178 
178 
178 
178 
178 


181 


Engagement  off  (Henfuegos,  Hay  11, 1898. 


Beagan,  Patrick 

Suntzenich,  Ernest . 


Private  marine 

Apprentice,  first  class  .  -  - 


Off  Oardenae,  May  11, 1898. 


Bagley,  Worth 

Yarvares,  John 

Dneefe,  John 

Meek,  George  Burton 

Tunnel],  Elyah  Banning  . 


Ensign 

Oiler 

Fireman,  first  class . 

do 

Cabin  cook 


Off  San  Juan,  Porto  liico.  May  12, 1898. 
Widemark,  Prank 


Seaman.. 


At  ChjMntanamo,  Cuba,  Marine  Bat- 
talion, June  11  to  to,  1898. 


Smith,  C.H 

McColgan,  James . . 
Dumphy,  William  . 
Gibbs,  John  Blair-. 

Goode,  Henry 

Taurman,  Goode  a . 


Sergeant  marine 

Private  marine 

do 

Assistant  surgeon. 

Sergeant-major 

Private 


Off  Santiago,  Cuba,  June  Bt,  1898. 
Blakely,  Frank  I 


5898 45 


a  Accidentally  killed. 


Marblehead. 
Do. 


Winslow, 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


New  York, 


Marine  battalion. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Apprentice,  first  class .... 


Texas. 
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List  of  men  killed,  alto  those  wounded  in  action  w%o  lubaequenfly  died  from  wownds- 

Continned. 


BepoTt  of 
Snrgeon- 
General  of 
the  Navy, 
1898. 

Name. 

Bank  or  rate. 

Veasel. 

Page. 

Case. 

182 

1 
1 

1 

Of  Santiago,  Julys,  1898. 

Brooklyn. 

183 

In  Oortet  Say,  Cuba,  August  t,  1898. 

183 

Miscellaneoui. 

rLlght-honse,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eioo, 
Angnst  7, 1898.] 

Boardman,  William  H.a 

Naval  cadet     ........ 

Amphitrite. 

a  Accid^utallf  shot.    Died  August  10, 1898. 


COMMENDATORY  REPORTS  NOT  ELSEWHERE 
INCLUDED. 
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COMMENDATORY  REPORTS  HOT  ELSEWHERE  INCLUDED. 

The  following  reports  are  only  such  as  have  come  to  hand  in  collecting 
reports  bearing  directly  upon  the  conduct  of  the  war: 

121928. 

[Commends  brave  conduct  of  firemen.] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Vixen,  4th  Eatb, 
Lying  off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6, 1898. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  inclosed.    I  wish  to  commend 
as  highly  as  possible  the  conduct  of  these  two  firemen  upon  the  occasion 
mentioned,  and  to  request  that  some  recognition  be  given  them  by  the 
Department. 

Assistant  Engineer  Morton  says  nothing  of  his  own  conduct;  when 
the  gasket,  having  been  refitted,  again  blew  out,  he,  with  Johnson, 
hauled  the  fires  a  second  time. 
Mr.  Morton's  work  upon  this  occasion  was  valuable  and  daring. 
Very  respectfully, 

Alex.  Sharp,  Jr., 
Lieutenant,  V.  8.  N.,  Gommanding, 
The  Secrbtaey  of  the  Navy, 

Washington,  D.  0, 


U.  S.  S.  Vixen, 
Off  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  1,  1898. 
Sir  :  X  desire  to  call  yonr  attention  to  what  I  consider  acts  of  exceptional  gallanTi7 
on  the  part  of  P.  Johnson  and  G.  Mahoney,  fiist-class  firemen  serving  on  this  Teasel, 
on  the  following-named  occasion. 

On  the  night  of  May  28,  1898,  the  lower  &ont  manhole  gasket  of  boiler  A  blew 
ont,  sending  out  a  large  stream  of  boiling  water  and  steam  into  the  fireroom,  driving 
the  men  from  the  fireroom  and  lowering  the  water  in  the  boiler  below  the  gange  glass. 
Upon  calling  for  volunteers  to  hanl  the  fires  the  two  men  above  mentioned  re- 
sponded, went  below,  and  with  the  scalding  water  blowing  into  their  faces,  and 
subject  to  the  most  intense  heat,  sncceeded  in  hauling  the  fires  and  thereby  saving 
the  boiler  from  injory  and  the  ship  from  great  damage. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  P.  Morton, 

Aaaisiant  Engineer,  U.  S.  N. 

[First  Indorsement.} 

U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Kate, 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  M,  1898. 
Eespectfally  forwarded  to  the  Bureau  of  Navigation. 

I  recommend  that  the  brave  conduct  of  these  men  be  acknowledged  by  the 
Department  by  promotion  to  the  grade  of  machinists  as  a  recognition  of  their  gal- 
lant service. 

W.  T.  Sampson, 
Bear-Admiral,  United  States  Navy, 
Commander  m  Chief  TJ.  S.  Naval  Force  on  North  AtlanKo  Station^ 
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127259. 

[Commends  Surgeon  B.  Lloyd  Parker  for  treatment  of  Spanish  prisoners  of  war.] 

U.  S.  S.  St.  Louis, 
At  Sea,  Lat.  38°  42'  N.,  Long.  72°  48'  W.,  July  14, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Department  my  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  skillful  services  and  unremitting  care  of  E.  Lloyd  Parker, 
M.  D.,  surgeon  of  this  ship,  during  the  voyage  from  Santiago  de  Cuba 
to  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Without  warning,  no  less  than  692  prisoners  of  war  were  put  on  board 
the  8t.  Louis,  of  whom  a  number  were  wounded  and  many  sick.  The 
ordinary  hospital  accommodations  of  the  ship,  both  as  to  space  and 
attendants,  were  hopelessly  inadequate  to  the  sudden  demand.  With- 
out loss  of  time  Dr.  Parker  transformed  the  mail  room  of  the  ship  and 
the  second-class  saloon  into  sick  wards  and  organized  a  corps  of  attend- 
ants from  among  the  prisoners.  Prom  the  moment  the  prisoners  began 
coming  on  board,  July  4,  until  the  sailors  were  landed,  July  11,  he  was 
busily  employed,  day  and  night,  in  the  exercise  of  his  profession  for 
their  benefit.  Of  129  cases,  mostly  influenza,  among  them,  not  one  was 
lost.  His  thoughtfalness,  attention,  and  ability  have  commanded  the 
grateful  recognition  of  Eear- Admiral  Oervera  in  the  following  words : 
"I  must  also  mention  the  careful  and  most  valuable  medical  assistance 
which  has  been  given  to  our  wounded  and  sick  men." 

I  may  say,  however,  that,  from  my  knowledge  of  Dr.  Parker,  I  was 
entirely  prepared  to  see  him  thus  rise  to  the  emergency  and  reflect 
credit,  not  only  on  himself,  but  on  his  country  as  well. 

Considering  the  conditions  of  his  association  with  the  Navy  and  the 
disadvantages,  both  as  to  facilities  and  language,  under  which  he 
labored,  I  venture  to  recommend  that  a  suitable  recognition  be 
extended  to  him  by  the  Department,  suggesting  a  medal  and  an 
accompanying  letter  of  approval. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

O.  P.  GOODBIOH, 
Captain,  U.  8.  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

Navy  I>e$artment,  Washington,  D.  0. 


130074. 


[lizcelleiit  manner  in  wMoh  Suwanee  haa  performed  duty.] 


No.  252.]  U.  S.  PLAasHip  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Playa  del  Este,  Cuba,  July  22, 1898. 

Sir  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention,  in  a  special  manner,  to  the  excel- 
lent performance  of  the  TJ.  S.  S.  Suwanee  since  she  has  been  attached 
to  this  command,  and  especially  since  she  has  been  attached  to  the 
blockading  squadron  on  the  south  coast  of  Cuba.  The  manner  in  which 
the  commanding  oflftcer  and  his  subordinates  have  performed  their  duty 
has  been  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  commander  in  chief. 

As  one  of  the  picket  vessels  on  nightly  duty  at  the  moath  of  the 
harbor  of  Santiago,  requiring  nightly  vigilance  for  a  long  period, 
they  would  have  participated  in  the  battle  except  for  the  exigencies  of 
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the  service,  which  made  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  absent,  taking  coal, 
on  that  memorable  morning. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N'., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  8tation. 
The  Seoebtart  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
Port  Ponce,  Porto  Bico,  August  15, 1898. 
Lieutenant  Maxwell,  F.  S.  N., 

Port  Ponce,  Porto  Bico. 
Sir  :  The  major-general  commanding  the  army  desires  me  to  express 
to  you  his  appreciation  of  the  energy  and  efficiency  with  which  you 
have  at  all  times  performed  your  duties  as  captain  of  the  port  at  this 
place. 

Very  respectfully,  J.  0.  Gilmorb, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Official  copy  respectfully  furnished  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  his 
information. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Miles : 

P.  Miohlee, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 


133797. 
133795. 

[Commending  condnot  of  commanding  ofllcers  at  Manzanillo.] 

62.]  TJ.  S.  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Bate, 

Off  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba,  August  17, 1898. 

Sir  :  The  active  movements  of  this  vessel  whUe  in  charge  of  the  block- 
ade on  the  south  coast  of  Cuba  has  heretofore  prevented  my  calling  the 
attention  of  the  Department  to  the  highly  commendatory  conduct  of  the 
several  commanding  officers  who  had  served  under  me  as  the  senior 
officer  present. 

To  Commander  Swinburne,  commanding  the  Selena,  I  would  accord 
high  praise  for  the  skillful  and  successful  handling  of  the  Helena,  the 
vessel  under  his  command  in  the  action  at  Manzanillo  on  the  18th  of 
July;  also  at  Tunas,  to  the  westward  of  that  port.  At  Manzanillo  the 
Helena  was  close  to  the  Wilmington  during  the  action,  and  I  had  full 
opportunity  to  observe  all  of  her  movements  and  the  result  of  her  gun 
fire.  The  excellent  manner  in  which  the  Helena  was  handled  on  both 
these  occasions  contributed  very  largely  to  the  success  of  the  work  of 
the  blockading  force  then  operating  along  the  south  coast.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  state  to  the  Department  that  Commander  Swinburne 
has,  through  all  the  circumstances  in  which  he  has  come  under  my 
observation,  displayed  the  highest  professional  excellence,  personal 
bravery,  and  the  efficiency  of  his  ship,  in  action  and  out,  was  of  the 
highest  degree. 
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Lieutenant-Oommander  Marix,  commanding  the  Scorpion  was  always, 
alert,  quick  to  act  under  instructions,  and  displayed  at  all  times  the 
high  professional  attainments  with  which  the  service  credits  him.  At 
Manzanillo,  having  as  his  consort  the  Osceola,  he  fearlessly  moved 
through  an  unknown  channel,  possibly  planted  with  torpedoes,  and 
brought  his  vessel  into  close  action  and  successful  work  in  a  manner 
that  calls  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Department. 

Lieutenant  Purcell,  commanding  the  Osceola  (consorted  with  the 
Scorpion  on  the  occasion  of  the  action  at  Manzanillo),  has  always  shown 
great  dash,  intrepidity,  and  coolness  in  action.  The  fact  that  he  could 
be  under  hot  fire  on  several  occasions  with  the  vessel  under  his  com- 
mand and  come  out  practically  unscathed  is  the  best  testimony  to  his 
skillful  handling  of  the  vessel  under  his  command. 

Lieutenant  Young,  commanding  the  auxiliary  Hist,  has  proved  his 
great  usefulness  by  his  ceaseless  activity  and  sound  discretion  shown 
in  the  handling  of  his  vessel  while  under  my  command.  He  seems  to 
be  without  fear,  for  it  has  been  necessary  to  hold  him  in  check  while 
under  fire,  lest  he  go  in  not  fully  supported  and  suffer  accordingly, 
which  is  of  itself  an  evidence  of  his  desire  to  do  his  utmost  under  all 
circumstances. 

Lieutenant  Jungen,  commanding  the  WompatucTc,  handled  his  vessel 
in  a  way  at  Manzanillo  that  leads  me  to  commend  him  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  much  credit  for  the  results  achieved  on  that  occasion.  He  had 
the  ill  luck  to  have  one  of  his  most  important  gun  mounts  disabled  dur- 
ing the  action,  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  nevertheless  he  fought  his 
vessel  throughout  with  excellent  judgment  and  excellent  results. 

Lieutenant  Helm,  commanding  the  Hornet,  has  always  displayed  the 
highest  professional  qualifications  wherever  I  have  met  him,  both  on 
the  blockade  and  in  action.  His  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  excellent 
control  of  his  vessel  under  fire  calls  for  the  highest  praise. 

I  consider  it  a  very  great  honor  to  have  had  the  above-named  ofQcers 
under  my  command  on  this  occasion,  and  to  their  high  professional 
attainments,  sound  judgment,  and  strict  compliance  with  the  orders 
given  them  before  going  into  action  the  major  portion  of  the  credit  for 
the  results  achieved  must  be  attributed. 
Very  respectfully, 

0.  0.  Todd, 
Commander,  U.  S.  N'.,  Commanding,  Senior  Officer  Present. 

The  Sboebtart  op  the  Navy, 

Navy  Department,  Washington,  D.  0 


133795. 

[Commends  commanding  office  of  Manning,] 

TJ.  S.  S.  Wilmington,  3d  Bate, 
Off  Isle  of  Pines,  Cuba,  August  17, 1898. 

Sir:  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  commend  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  the  Department  the  commanding  ofiQcer  of  the  revenue  cutter 
Manning,  who  has  been  under  my  command  on  blockade  duty  on  the 
south  coast  for  the  past  few  weeks.  He  has  always  been  on  the  alert 
in  the  performance  of  duties  assigned  him,  his  vessel  was  ever  ready, 
and  he  displayed  high  qualities  in  the  performance  of  all  duties  assigned 
him  from  time  to  time. 

I  was  associated  with  the  Manning  during  the  period  of  hostilities  in 
the  northern  blockade,  and  the  high  opinion  I  then  formed  of  the  effi- 
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clency  of  the  Manning  has  been  more  than  borne  out  by  the  service  on 
the  south  blockade,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  direct.  The  loyal  assist- 
ance given  by  Captain  Hunger  under  all  the  varying  circumstances  of 
service  around  the  island  of  Cuba  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of  those 
temporarily  assigned  to  the  regular  service. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  the  attention  of  the  Department  to 
the  highly  meritorious  services  of  this  of&cer. 
Very  respectfully, 

C.  C.  Todd, 
Commander,  U.  S.  JT.,  Commanding,  Senior  Officer  Present. 
The  Seoebtaey  op  the  Navy,  Washington,  J).  C. 


U.  S.  S.  SCOKPION  (25), 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba,  August  20,  1898. 

Sir:  Hostilities  having  ceased,  I  have  the  honor  to  commend  the 
conduct  of  the  offlcers  who  have  served  under  my  command. 

After  our  first  experience,  off  Aguadores,  where  too  much  excitement 
prevailed,  each  one  was,  upon  all  occasions  that  we  were  enabled  to 
meet  the  enemy,  cool,  faithful  to  his  duties,  and  a  splendid  example  to 
the  men. 

This  ship  has  no  protection  whatever  for  those  on  board,  and  during 
the  two  engagements  at  Manzanillo  on  July  1  and  18,  especially  the  first, 
we  were  under  a  heavy  artillery  and  musketry  fire  at  close  quarters. 

The  surgeon  of  the  ship,  not  having  any  wounded  to  attend,  took 
charge  of  the  sharpshooters. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  officers  referred  to : 

Walter  S.  Hughes,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  N.,  and  executive  ofBcer  up  to 
July  7. 

John  B.  Milton,  lieutenant,  IT.  S.  N.,  and  executive  officer  from  July  7. 

Charles  F.  Preston,  ensign,  U.  S.  N.,  division  officer. 

Jonas  H.  Holden,  ensign,  U.  S.  N.,  division  officer. 

Wat  T.  Oluverius,  ensign,  TJ.  S.  K.,  division  officer. 

Bertrand  E.  T.  Collins,  ensign,  TT.  S.  N.,  division  officer. 

Samuel  H.  Leonard,  passed  assistant  engineer,  U.  S.  N.,  chief  engineer. 

Edward  V.  Armstrong,  assistant  surgeon,  U.  S.  K".,  surgeon. 

H.  S.  Shapley,  naval  cadet,  U.  S.  N.,  on  board  from  June  3  to  25. 

James  E.  Combs,  naval  cadet,  U.  S.  N.,  on  board  from  July  8  to 
August  7. 

Very  respectfully,  A.  Marix, 

Lieutenant  Commander,  U.  8.  Jf.,  Commanding. 

Commodore  Commanding  Squadron, 

U,  8.  Flagship  Newark. 


Ko.  15.]  U.  S.  Flagship  New  York,  1st  Eate, 

Navy-Yard,  New  Yorh,  August  29, 1898. 
SiE :  The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Treasury  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  August  19, 1898. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  yon  call  npon  the  admirals  and  commodores 
commanding  fleets  with  which  the  revenue  cutters  Hudson,  Morrill,  Samilton,  Calumet, 
MeLane,  Manning,  Windom,  and  iVoodbury  have  been  in  cooperation  during  the  war 
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for  reports  upon  the  efficiency  with  which  they  haye  severally  discharged  the  duties 
allotted  to  them,  whether  in  blockading  Spanish  ports  or  upon  special  service,  and 
in  action  with  the  enemy.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  this  Department  if  naval  offi- 
cers who  witnessed  sorvlca  performed  by  these  vessels  be  called  upon  to  submit  spe- 
cial reports  in  such  cases  as  the  Hudson,  at  Cardenas,  May  12,  and  the  Windom,  at 
Cienfuegos,  on  the  same  date. 

Please  comply  with  the  request  contained  in  the  above  letter  at  your 
earliest  convenience. 

Very  respectfully,  W.  T.  Sampson, 

Bear- Admiral,  U.  S,  JV., 
Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

North  Atlantic  Station, 
Rear- Admiral  John  A.  Howell, 

U.  8.  8.  8an  Francisco,  Hampton  Roads,  Ya, 


IT.  S.  Flagship  San  Feancisco, 
Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  September  16, 1898. 
Sir  :  Eeferring  to  the  inclosed  *  request  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  I  have  to  report  that  during  my  service  on  the  north  coast  of 
Cuba,  from  about  July  1,  1898,  until  August  13, 1898, 1  had  under  my 
immediate  command  the  revenue  cutters  Hamilton,  Oapt.  W.  D.  Eoath; 
Windom,  Oapt.  S.  E.  Maguire;  Woodbury,  Capt.  H.  B.  Eogers,  and 
Hudson,  Lieut.  F,  H.  Newcomb,  all  engaged  in  work  on  the  north-coast 
blockade.  I  am  pleased  to  testify  to  the  uniform  zeal  and  efiQciency 
with  which  the  work  of  these  vessels  was  performed.  During  my  com- 
mand there  was  no  special  work  performed  by  any  of  them,  nor  was  I 
in  Cuban  waters  at  the  time  of  the  Cardenas  and  Cienfuegos  engage- 
ments referred  to. 

None  of  the  other  revenue  cutters  were  under  my  command  long 
enough  for  me  to  report  upon  them. 

Very  respectfally,  J.  A.  Howell, 

Bear-Admiral,  U.  8.  N., 
Commander  in  Chief  North  Atlantic  Fleet. 
The  Seoeetaet  op  the  Tkbasuey, 

Wmhington,  D.  O. 


139262. 

[Ze»l  and  ooTirage  displayed  by  officers  of  JDolphin.] 

No.  108.]  U.  S.  S.  Dolphin, 

Fortress  Monroe,  Ya.,  September  3,  1898. 

SiE :  In  view  of  the  appointment  of  a  board  to  consider  the  question 
of  the  promotion  of  officers  for  meritorions  services  during  the  war  with 
Spain,  I  have  the  honor  to  call  the  Department's  attention  to  the  con- 
spicuous zeal,  energy,  and  courage  under  fire  displayed  by  the  officers 
of  this  ship,  who  were  actively  engaged  in  the  conduct  and  employ- 
ment of  this  vessel  upon  all  of  the  following  occasions : 

Blockade  of  north  coast  of  Cuba,  Bahia  Honda  to  Cardenas,  April  22 
to  May  26. 

Firing  on  Spanish  gunboat  west  of  Bahia  Honda,  May  2. 

*  Befeis  to  copy  in  preceding  letter. 
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Blockade  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  1  to  12. 

Bombardment  of  Santiago,  June  6. 

Shelling  and  destruction  of  railroad  train  loaded  with  Spanish  reen- 
forcements  for  Santiago,  June  6. 

Engagement  of  batteries  east  of  Morro  by  Dolphin  alone,  after  morn- 
ing bombardment  to  stop  restoration  of  guns,  June  6.  On  this  occasion 
several  large  shells  passed  close  over  the  ship. 

Assisting  in  repulse  of  night  torpedo  attack  on  east  wing  of  fleet, 
June  3. 

June  12 :  Entering  Guantanamo  at  midnight  to  assist  Marhlehead  in 
supporting  the  marines,  when  the  ship  was  for  some  minutes  under  the 
musketry  fire  of  the  enemy. 

June  14:  This  ship  was  detailed  to  support  the  marines  in  a  sortie 
on  Ousco,  on  east  seacoast  of  G-uantanamo,  rendering  efilcient  service 
in  shelling  the  enemy  and  succoring  the  wounded  of  our  own  land 
forces. 

June  21  to  26:  Eaising  mines  and  supporting  and  covering  boats 
engaged  in  this  work  at  entrance  to  inner  harbor  of  Guantanamo. 

During  this  time  the  below-mentioned  officers  under  my  command 
rendered  very  efficient  service : 

Lieut.  Thomas  Snowden  was  executive  officer  and  navigator. 

Ensign  S.  B.  W.  Kittelle  was  watch  officer  and  officer  of  powder 
division. 

Ensign  W.  0.  Cole  was  watch  officer  and  officer  of  first  gun  division. 

Ensign  Yates  Stirling,  jr.,  was  watch  officer  and  officer  of  second 
division. 

(The  last  two  officers,  Ensigns  Cole  and  Stirling,  rendered  excellent 
service  in  dragging  for  and  picking  up  mines  at  Guantanamo.) 

Surgeon  J.  B.  Gardner,  surgeon  of  the  ship. 

P.  A.  Engineer  B.  C.  Bryan,  chief  engineer. 

Asst.  Paymaster  Samuel  Bryan,  paymaster  and  for  a  time  watch 
officer. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  W.  Lyon, 
Commander,  U.  8,  N.,  Commanding. 

The  Beokbtaby  of  the  Navy. 


United  States  Xavy-Tard, 
Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  September  6, 1898. 
SiE:  Referring  to  your  letter  Ifo.  49,  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  during  the  time  I  commanded  the  naval  base,  May 
7  to  August  26,  1898,  I  found  the  revenue-cutters  Hudson,  Morrill, 
Hamilton,  Calumet,  McLane,  Manning,  Windom,  and  Woodbury,  in  the 
duties  allotted  to  those  vessels,  efficient,  so  far  as  came  under  my 
observation.    These  vessels  only  came  under  my  command  and  obser- 
vation when  at  the  naval  base  for  supplies  and  repairs. 
Yery  respectfully,  Geo.  C.  Eemey, 

Commodore,  U.  8.  JV., 
Commandant  Wavy- Yard  and  Station. 
Bear- Admiral  John  A.  Howell,  U.  S.  N., 

Commander  in  Chief  U.  8.  Naval  Force, 

Worth  Atla/ntio  Station 
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140614. 

[Commends  Sorg.  J.  M.  Bdgar,  of  First  Marine  Battalion.] 

No.  147.]  Hbadquartebs  TJ.  S.  Marine  Ooeps, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  20, 1898. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department  that  the  First 
Marine  Battalion,  which  has  been  in  camp  on  Seaveys  Island,  Ports- 
mouth, N.  H.,  will  be  disbanded  to-morrow,  and  there  will  be  no  farther 
necessity  for  the  services  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Navy  who  have 
been  connected  with  the  battalion. 

I  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  following 
words  from  the  report  of  Col.  Eobert  W.  Huntington,  commanding  First 
Marine  Battalion,  in  relation  to  Surg.  John  M.  Edgar: 

I  also  recommend  to  the  most  favoTable  coBsideration  of  the  Department  Snrg. 
John  M.  Edgar,  U.  S.  N.,  for  zealous  .ind  faithfal  performance  of  Ms  duties  under 
fire  on  June  11,  12,  and  13. 

I  wish  to  add  my  commendation  of  Dr.  Edgar  for  his  most  faithful 
attention  to  duty  and  the  invaluable  assistance  he  rendered  me  in 
fitting  out  the  transport  Panther  before  she  sailed  from  New  York  with 
the  battalion. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Hetwood, 
Colonel  Commandant, 
The  Seobbtaey  of  the  Navy. 
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captured  in  Manila  Bay 69,98 

Cape  San  Juan,  Porto  Bico, 

reports  of  engagement  on  shore,  August  6-9,  1898 652 

Card&nas,  Cuba, 

engagement  at,  May  11,  1898 200 

Castilla,  Spanisli  cruiser, 

destroyed  In  Manila  Bay 71 

Casualties, 

action  at  Cienfaegos,  Cuba,  June  13, 1898 215 

report  of  action  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12, 1898 378 

report  of  deaths  North  Atlantic  Squadron 705 

report  of  killed  and  wounded  during  the  war 705 

report  of  killed  and  wounded,  May  11, 1898 202 

report  of  wounded,  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898 199 

Cavite,  Philippine  Islands, 

naval  station  captured  and  destroyed,  May  3, 1898 68 

Cervera,  Pascual,  Bear-Admiral,  Spanish  Navy, 

operations  against  fleet  of;  preliminary  orders 359 

report  in  Madrid  newspapers  of  destruction  of  fleet,  Jnly  3, 1898 558 

telegraphs  destruction  of  fleet,  Jnly  3,1898 505 

Cervera's  Fleet  of  Spanish  Vessels, 

detailed  report  by  Admiral  Sampson  of  operations  against,  to  July  2, 1898.  458 

account  of  destruction  in  Madrid  newspapers 558 

Cristobal  Colon'slog,  April  8  to  July  3, 1898 429 

destroyed  July  3, 1898 ;  Admiral  Cervera's  telegram 505 

report  of  Admiral  Sampson 506 

of  Commodore  Schley 517 

general  Department  instructions  as  to  meeting.  May  16, 1898 390 

presence  in  Santiago  de  Cuba  reported  by  Admiral  SoUey  May  29, 1898 .. .  400 

reconnoissances  by  Plying  Squadron  May  30,  31,  1898 427 

report  of  board  on  condition  of  vessels  after  action  July  3, 1898 573 

reports  of  wrecking  operations 594 

rescue  of  crews  of  destroyed  ships 648 

San  Jnan,  Porto  Rico,  attacked  May  12,  1898 368 

telegrams  as  to  leaving  Cape  de  Verde  Islands 359  354 

orders  to  Harvard  and  St.  Louis  to  locate '36O 

orders  to  Admiral  Sampson ]'  353 

reported  off  Martinique  May  12,  1898 '.'J...  383 

reported  off  Curasao  May  14,  1898 '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  387 

chronological  record — 

Apru  20, 1898,  reported  coaling  at  Cape  de  Terde  Islands 3SB 

April 29, 1893, saUed '"""'"J^""'  389  430 

orders  to  locate  issue .'.'.''."'.''.'."  '36O 

May  12, 1898,  off  Martinique ''."".".*  .11  [".y.^l". '.".'.".".'  383  431 

May  14, 1898, off  Curacao;  coaled !llllil!llllll!!l"lll  887*431 

May  19, 1898,  entered  Santiago  Harbor !."11!!""1"111!"!  '432 

May  29, 1898,  located  by  Commodore  Schley I.JIJI "II "11111111'  400 

May  31, 1898,  engagement  Tvlth  United  States  ships llllllll""""  4I6  433 

July  3, 1898,  destroyed  in  trying  to  leare  Santiago 1111  'gos 
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Chadwiok,  Capt.  F.  E.,  Page, 

report  as  oommander  New  York,  shelling  Matanzas,  Cuba,  April  26, 1898. ..  181 

engagement  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12,  1898 378 

engagement  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  18y8 438 

Junel6,1898 , 453 

July  2,  1898 456 

action  Aguadores,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898 455 

action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 .   ,  520 

Charleston,  U.  S.  S., 

orders  to  convoy  City  of  Peking  to  Manila,  and  capture  island  of  Guam. ..  151 
Chester,  Capt.  C.  M., 

report  as  commander  Cincinnati,  support  of  light-house,  San  Juan,  Porto 

Eico,  August  8,1898 651 

surren  der  of  Arroyo,  Porto  Eico,  August  1,  1898 649 

Cienfaegos,  Cuba, 

blockade  by  Detroit 219 

blockading  orders 461 

engagement  of,  April  29,1898 .'  184 

of  the  Yankee,  June  13,  1898 214 

report  of  Commodore  Schley,  May  23, 1898 473 

Cincinnati,  U.  S.  S., 

ordered  north  from  Montevideo,  January  17,  1898 21 

report  of  attack  on  light-house,  Cape  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  August  8, 1898.  651 
City  of  Peking,  chartered  steamer, 

preparation  for  carrying  troops  and  supplies  to  Asiatic  Squadron 136 

assigned  to  command  of  Commander  William  C .  Gibson 137 

Clark,  Capt.  C.  E., 

assumed  command  of  Oregon,  March  17,  1898 47 

reports  arrival  at  Callao 48 

run  of  Oregon  from  Callao  to  Eio  de  Janeiro 49 

condition  at  Bahia ;  delayed  by  Marietta  and  Nictheruy 51 

run  from  Eio  de  Janeiro 52 

acknowledges  congratulations  of  the  Department 54 

report  as  commander  Oregon,  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 526 

Clover,  Commander  Uichardson, 

report  as  oommander  Bancroft,  Isle  of  Pines  blockade;  schooner  cap- 
tured   282 

Isle  of  Pines  blockade  to  Augusts,  1898 289 

convoying  troops  to  Cuba,  May-June,  1898 678 

Coal, 

telegraphic  orders  for 23 

reports  by  Admiral  Sampson  on  supply  of 467 

difficulties  reported  by  Commodore  Schley 476 

dispatches  about  supplying  Santiago  fleet 477 

Coghlan,  Capt.  J.  B., 

report  as  commander  Raleigh,  battle  of  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 75 

Colahan,  Lieut.  Commander  C.  E., 

report  as  executive  officer  Detroit,  engagement  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May 

12,1898.... 375 

Colvocoressea,  Lieut.  Commander  ff.  P., 

report  as  executive  officer  Concord,  battle  in  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898 77 

Commendatory  Beports,  Separate, 

firemen  of  Vixen ■ 709 

care  of  Spanish  prisoners  by  surgeon  oi  St.  Louis 710 

performance  of  duties  hj  Smoanee 710 

performance  of  duties  as  captain  of  the  port.  Ponce,  by  Lieut.  Maxwell. .  711 

commanders  of  vessels  at  Manzanillo 711 

commanding  officer  of  revenue  cutter  Manning 712 

officers  of  the  Scorpion;  by  oommander 713 

Concord,  V.  S.  S., 

report  of  battle,  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 76 

Congratulations, 

to  Oregon  on  its  successfal  voyage 54 

to  Marietta  for  its  successful  voyage  56 

to  Asiatic  Squadron  on  destroying  Spanish  fleet,  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898.  68 

to  Admiral  Sampson  and  fleet  for  destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet 506 

Congress, 

resolution  of  thanks  to  Commodore  Dewey  and  command  for  victory  of 

May  1,1898 98 

6898 46 
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Convoying  Troops  to  Cuba,  Page. 

preliminary  operations 661 

embarl:ation,  May  31, 1898 664 

suspended  on  report  of  suspected  Spanisli  cruisers,  June  8, 1898 667 

starting  of  expedition,  June  12, 1898 672 

vessels  composing  convoy 675 

reports  of  landing 676 

landing  of  troops  at  Tunas,  Cuba,  June  30, 1898 690 

telegram  from  Senator  Lodge ;  delay  alleged  at  Key  West,  Fla 693 

memorandum  of  July  5, 1898,  as  to  readiness  of  ships  694 

complaints  from  Commander  Todd,  July  14, 1898 694 

Coolc,  Capt.  F.  A., 

reports  as  commander  Brooklyn,  action  -with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3,  1898..  522 

Cotton,  Capt.  C.  S., 

instructions  for  Ba/rvard  to  locate  Cervera's  fleet 360 

reports  services  of  Marvard,  May  11  to  June  3, 1898 404 

rescuing  crews  of  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 549 

transporting  troops  home,  August  25, 1898 696 

Courts  of  Inquiry, 

on  destruction  of  the  Maine;  findings  of  United  States  court 17 

of  Spanish  board 17 

Cowles,  Lieut.  Commander  Wm.  S., 

report  as  commander  Topeka,  engagement  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  21, 1898 . . .  276 

Cristobal  Colon,  Spanish  cruiser, 

abstractoflog,  April8to  July  3, 1898 429 

action  with,  July  3, 1898 509 

condition  of,  after  action  July  3, 1898 589 

Crosley,  Ensign  W.  S., 

report  as  commander  Ley  den,  engagement  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  21, 1898. . .  277 

Crowninshield,  Capt.  A.  S., 

service  on  Naval  War  Board 33 

Cula, 

blockade  of  ports  announced 174 

Cuban  Insurgents, 

aid  furnished  from  naval  fleet 449 

Curagao,  W^t  Indies, 

report  of  Cervera's  fleet  off,  May  14,1898 387 

protest  against  coaling  Spanish  vessels  at 392 

D. 

D.  S.Miller,  transport, 

report  ot  Eagle  on  failure  to  answer  signals 696 

Davis,  Commander  C.  EC., 

report  as  commander  Dixie,  of  blockhouses  and  batteries  destroyed 216 

seizure  ot  Manoubia,  July  25,1898 280 

capture  of  Ponce,  Porto  Bico,  July  27, 1898 '.'.'.'.'.'.  643 

reports  on  conditions  at  Porto  Eico,  August,  1898 646 

protest  against  release  of  prizes  taken  at  Ponce  July  27, 1898 647 

Day,  Lieut.  Commander  W.  P., 

report  on  damages  to  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Terror 223 

Dayton,  Commander  J,  H., 

report  as  commander  Detroit,  engagement  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12, 

1898 _ 3Y3 

Cienfuegos  blockade,  July  10,1898 I^!!  [111..  ]!.I1]  219 

Delehanty,  Lieut.  Commcmder  D.,  " ""' 

report  as  commander  Suwanee,  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  August  12 

1898 ' 3Qg 

destruction  of  fort,  Guantanamo,  Cuba,  June  15, 1898 '.'.'.'.'.'..'.'.'.'.  447 

reports  trips  of  Lieutenant  Blue  in  Spanish  lines '.'.'.'.'.'.'.  443 

summary  report  of  operations  of  Suwanee  during  hostilities  .'..'..'.'.'.'.'.'...'.'.  330 

Delgado  Perrado,  Spanish  gunboat,  ""' 

destroyed  at  ManzamUo,  Cuba,  July  18, 1898 265 

Department  of  State, 

forwards  report  of  consul  mt  Manila  on  the  battle  of  Mav  1  1898  fi7 

Detroit,  U.  S.  S.,  '  

report  of  blockade  of  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  July  10, 1898 219 

engagement  San  Juan,  Poijto  Eico,  May  12,1898 Ill  373 
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Deweg,  Commodore  G-eorge,  Pag«- 

commander  in  chief  Asiatic  Station 42 

battle  of  Manila  Bay ;  preliminary  orders 65 

cables  destruction  of  Spanish  flee^  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898 68 

<           thanks  of  President  cabled 69 

reportofbattleof  Manila  Bay,  May  1,1898 69 

Dewey,  Sear-Admiral  George, 

assigned  to  command  of  Asiatic  Station  as  rear-admiral 69 

complements  of  vessels  destroyed 72 

resolution  of  thanks  of  C  ongress  for  victory  Manila  Bay 98 

ackncwledges  receipt  of  thanks ;  position  at  Manila  May  13,  1898 97 

political  alliance  with  insurgents  not  desired  by  Department 101 

reports  condition  at  Manila  May  20,  1898 100 

situation  May  29 ;  illness  of  Captain  Gridley 101 

situation  June  12 ;  requests  for  men  and  supplies 106 

situation  reported  June  27 109 

situation  July  14;  arrival  of  coal;  decrees  of  Aguinaldo Ill 

situation  July  17;  landing  of  General  Greene's  brigade 117 

reports  condition  July  29, 1898 118 

report  req  uested  as  to  conferences  with  Aguinaldo 103 

full  reply ;  no  alliance  with  insurgents 103 

proclamations  by  Aguinaldo  transmitted 104 

commends  efSeienoy  of  Captain  Hodgsdon,  E.  C.  S 105 

arrival  of  General  Merritt ;  critical  situation 118 

valuable  assistance  of  British  consul 119 

notified  of  peace  protocol;  occupation  of  Manila 118 

reports  capture  of  Manila ;  promotions  recommended 119, 120 

joint  notice  of  intended  assault  by  military  and  naval  forces 120 

occupation  of  Manila;   information  as  to  Philippines  requested  by  De- 
partment    122 

reply  cabled 123 

general  views  requested  by  President 123 

disposition  of  shipping  in  harbor  asked 124 

not  considered  prizes 124 

renewal  of  commerce 124 

to  restrain  insurgents'  hostilities  to  Spaniards 125 

commends  services  of  Belgian  consul,  Andr6 125 

report  of  Spanish  vessels  in  possession  of  naval  force  at  Manila 130 

official  report  of  operations  of  naval  force 126 

Dillingham,  Lieut,  A.  C,, 

report  as  executive  officer  Nashville,  cutting  Cienfuegos  cables,  May  11, 

1898 197 

Distrihution  of  Vessels, 

assignment  to  squadrons,  and  service  of  ships 37 

Dixie,  U.S.S., 

destruction  of  blockhouses  and  batteries  by 216 

report  of  seizing  Manoubia,  July  25,  1898 280 

capture  of  Ponce,  Porto  Eico,  July  27,  1898 643 

Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  Spanish  orviser, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 71 

Don  Jorge  Juan,  Spanish  cruiser, 

destroyed  at  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898 266 

Don  Juan  de  Austria,  Spanish  cruiser, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 71 

raised  and  docked 69 

Dyer,  Capt.N.M., 

report  as  commander  Baltimore,  battle  in  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 78 

E. 

E.  B.  Niekerion,  schooner, 

captured  near  ManzaniUo,  Cuba,  June  30, 1898 227 

Eagle,  U.  8.  8., 

chase  of  steamer  off  Isle  of  Pines 236 

destruction  of  Ught-ship,  and  search  for  Cienfuegos  cables.  May  11, 1898..  198 

report  of  engagement  at  Cienfuegos,  April  29, 1898 185 

engagement  with  cavalry,  Elo  Hondo  (Point  Mufio),  Cuba,  June  29, 1898  226 

capture  of  schooner  Gallito 242 

destroying  Spanish  armed  steamer  Santo  Domingo 247 

overhauling  transport  D.  S.  Miller 696 

Bummaiy  report  of  operations  during  hostilities 348 
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Eastern  Squadron,  Pago. 

formation  of,  Commodore  J.  C.  Watson,  commanding 37 

Eaton,  Commander  J.  &,, 

letter  as  to  Indiana's  part  in  destroying  Cervera's  fleet 535 

letter  to  board  to  consider  promotions  on  operations  of  Resolute,  July  3, 

1898 555 

report  as  commander  Resolute,  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August 

12,1898 304 

operations,  July  3,  1898 553 

El  Correo,  Spanish  gunboat, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay - 71 

El  Imparoial,  Madrid, 

report  of  Cervera's  account  of  destruction  of  fleet,  July  3, 1898 560 

Enlistments, 

telegraphic  orders  for 24 

Erien,  Rear-Admiral  Henry, 

duties  of  auxiliary  defense  fleet  under 59 

Ericsson,  U.  S.  torpedo  boat, 

report  of  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 547 

Estrella,  Spanish  gunboat, 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898 265 

Evans,  Capt.  R.  D., 

report  as  commander  Iowa,  engagement  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  May  12, 1898-      370 

action  with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3, 1898 537 

operations  of  Jowo  May  20-31, 1898 418 

Expreso  de  Gibara,  Spanish  schooner, 

taken  at  Gibara,  Cuba,  July  26, 1898 281 

P. 

Filipinos.    (See  Philippines.) 
First  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

under  command  of  Commodore  J.  C.  Watson,  June  21-27,1898 38 

Commodore  J.  A.  Howell  from  July  1, 1898 38 

Flying  Squadron, 

formation  of.  Commodore  W.  S.  Schley  commanding 37 

service  of  vessels  in 41 

ordered  to  sail  May  13, 1898 ;  notified  of  Cervera's  fleet 385 

ordered  to  Key  West  May  14,1898 387 

arrival  at  Key  West  May  18, 1898 392 

placed  under  Admiral  Sampson  May  24, 1898 394 

arrived  oif  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  May  25, 1898 394 

instructions  for  Cienfuegos  blockade 464 

report  of  operations  May  19-30,1898 402 

ordered  to  blockade  Santiago  May  21,1898 466 

by  Admiral  Sampson  to  blockade  Santiago  May  27,  1898 ] .  475 

reconnoissanoes  against  Santiago  May  30-31, 1898 427 

Furor,  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer, 

destroyed  off  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  3,  1898 508 

condition  of,  after  action  July  3,  1898 '/_[\  591 

G. 

GalUto,  schooner, 

captured  by  U.  S.  S.  Eagle 242 

General  Lexo,  Spanish  gunboat,  

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay • 71 

Gibara,  Cuba, 

condition  of,  July  27, 1898 280 

to  August  9,  1898 oofi 

August  21,  1898 "-"'..'"'..""".!!"".."  ."""I!       312 

Gibara,  Spanish  schooner,  ' 

taken  at  Gibara,  Cuba,  July  26,  1898 281 

Gibbs,  Asst.  Surg.  John  Blair,  '" "" 

killed  at  marine  battalion  camp,  Guantanamo,  Cuba 441 

army  hospital  named  in  honor  of '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'. 441 

Gibson,  Commander  William  C, 

assigned  to  command  oi  City  of  Peking;  orders I37 

Glass,  Capt.  Henry, 

ordered  to  capture  island  of  Guam  by  the  Charleston 151 

report  of  capture  of  Guam,  June  20,  1898 .""".^JJl      151 
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Gloria,  Spanish  transport,  Fnge. 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898 265 

Gloucester,  U.  S.  S., 

reports  of  action  -with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3,  1898 540 

capture  of  Gnanica,  Porto  Rico,  July  25,  1898 641 

Goodrich,  Capt.  C.  F., 

commendation  by  Admiral  Sampson  of  cable  operations 213 

instructions  for  St.  Louis  to  locate  Cervera's  fleet 362 

report  aa  commander  St.  Louis,  cutting  Santiago-Jamaica  cable  May  18, 

1898 208 

unsn  ccessful  attempt  to  cut  cable,  Guantanamo,  Cuba 210 

cutting  French  cable  off  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  20, 1898 211 

landing  troops  at  Baiquiri,  Cuba,  June  22, 1898 685 

surrender  of  Arroyo,  Porto  Eico,  August  1,  1898 649 

reports  as  commander  ^eiearfc,  bombardmentof  Mauzanillo,  Auga8tl2, 1898.  301 

on  wrecking  operations  Cervera's  fleet 600,601 

track  chart  of  cable-cutting  cruise  submitted 212 

Crridley,  Capt.  Ch.  V., 

report  as  commander  Olympia,  battle  of  Manila  Bay,  Ma,y  1,  1898 73 

ordered  home  on  account  of  illness 101 

Chiam,  Island  of, 

capture  of,  by  the  Charleston,  Jxaia  20,  1898 151 

Gnanica,  Porto  Bioo, 

capture  of,  July  25,  1898 637 

Guantanamo,  Cuba, 

cable  established  at,  June  21, 1898 497 

fort  destroyed,  June  15,1898 447 

report  of  action,  June  11, 1898 491 

Guantanamo,  Spanish  gunboat, 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18, 1898 265 

Gnardia/a,  Spanish  gunboat, 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18, 1898 265 

EC. 

Saines,  S.  C,  First  Lieutenant,  U.  S.  Marine  Corps, 

report  of  operations  of  marines,  possession  of  Ponce,  Porto  Rico 645 

Hamilton,  U.  S.  Bevenue  Cutter, 

report  of  duty,  August  1-17,  1898 340 

Harber,  Lieut.  Commander  Giles  B., 

report  as  executive  officer  Texas,  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898. .  529 

Harbor  Defense, 

patrol  of  minefields 59 

Harlow,  Lieut.  C.  H., 

report  as  executive  oflScer  Vixen,  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3,  1898.  545 

notes  taken  during  action  with  C  ervera's  fleet,  July  3,  1898 545 

Harris,  Lieut.  Commander  Ira, 

report  of  condition  of  Maria  Teresa,  October  12, 1898 601 

Harvard,  XT.  S.  S., 

instructions  to  discover  Cervera's  fleet 360 

dispatches  to  and  from,  at  St.  Pierre,  Martinique 383 

telegrams  to  and  from,  at  St.  Pierre,  May  14-16, 1898 389 

reports  condition  Flying  Squadron,  May  24, 1898 395 

ordered  to  Santiago  with  Department  instructions.  May  25, 1898 395 

reports  of  services,  locating  Cervera's  fleet,  and  carrying  dispatches,  May 

11  to  June  3, 1898 404 

rescuing  crews  of  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3,  1898 549 

transporting  troops  home,  August  25,  1898 696 

Havana,  Cuba, 

operations  against,  suggested  by  Captain  Sampson 172 

retiring  of  United  States  vessels  and  officers 173 

torpedoes  placed  across  entrance  to 173 

Havana  Harbor, 

firing  from  Morro  Castle  August  12,  1898 301 

list  of  loss  of  life,  U.  S.  S.  Jfaine,  blown  up  in 11 

findings  of  naval  courts  of  inquiry  on  cause  of  destruction  of  the  Maine..  17 

Hauiaiioin  Islands, 

designation  of  the  U,  S.  S.  Philadelphia  to  assist  in  raising  of  flag  over 

annexed 144 
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Hawaiian  Islands — Continued.  Page. 

arrangements  for  flag  raising 145 

report  by  Admiral  Miller  on  ceremonies  of  flag  raising 145 

Hawk,  zr.  S.  S., 

report  of  blockade  runner  destroyed,  Mariel,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898 237 

Bazeltine,  Lieat.  Charles  W., 

reports  as  commander  Bist,  rescuing  erew  Vizoaya,  etc.,  July  3,  1898 551 

Helena,  IT.  S.  S., 

ordered  to  Key  West  March  12,  1898 25 

report  of  engagement,  Tunas,  Cuba,  July  1-3,  1898 240 

indorsement  of  Admiral  Sampson 242 

Helm,  Lieut.  J.  M., 

report  as  commander  Hornet,  engagement  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  June  30,  1898  229 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18,  1898 263 

Heraldo,  Madrid, 

report  of  Cervera's  account  of  destruction  of  fleet  July  3, 1898 558 

Hercules,  Spanish  tug, 

captured  in  Manila  Bay -.. 71 

Higginson,  Capt.  Francis  J., 

report  of  operations  of  Massachusetts  May  19  to  June  1,  1898 415 

engagement,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  1898 439 

action,  Santiago,  June  16,  1898 454 

action,  Santiago,  July  2,  1898 457 

reports  of  operations  of  fleet,  capture  of  Porto  Rico 635 

Hist,  U.  S.  S., 

reportot engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  JuneSO,  1898 ;  Niclcerson  captured-  227 

cutting  cable,  Manzanillo  to  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  July  10, 1898 244 

operations  around  Cape  Cruz 298 

bombardment  of  Manzanillo  August  12,  1898 307 

services  Jijly  3,  1898,  rescuing  crew  of  Vizcaya,  etc 551 

Hobson,  Assistant  Naval  Constructor, 

sinking  of  Merrimac  in  Santiago  Harbor  June  3, 1898,  by 437 

operations  raising  ships  of  Cervera's  fleet • 599 

Hodgsdon,  Capt.  D.  B., 

report  as  commander  of  revenue  cutter  MoCullough,  battle  in  Manila  Bay, 

May  1,1898 86 

commended  for  zeal  and  efficiency  by  Admiral  Dewey 105 

Hood,  Lieut.  John, 

report  as  commander  Hawk,  blockade  runner  destroyed,  Mariel,  Cuba, 

Julys,  1898 237 

commends  bravery  of  Ensign  F.  H.  Schofleld 238 

Hornet,  XT.  S.  S., 

report  of  engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  June  30, 1898 229 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18, 1898 263 

Howell,  Commodore  John  A., 

in  command  of  Northern  Patrol  Squadron 37 

First  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  July  1, 1898 38 

reports  on  efficiency  of  blockade,  north  coast  of  Cuba 256 

aasignment  of  vessels,  north  Cuban  blockade,  August  3, 1898 293 

on  proposed  blockade  of  Sagua  la  Grande 295 

gives  notice  of  withdrawal  of  blockade  August  14,  1898 315 

Hudson,  XT.  S.  Bevenue  Cutter, 

reports  of  engagement  at  Cardenas,  Cuba 203 

Hughes,  Lieut.  Edwd.  M., 

report  as  executive  officer  Petrel,  battle  in  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898 83 

Humberto  Bodrigues,  Spaai*h  vessel, 

seized  July  26,  1898 278 

Hunker,  Commander  J.  J., 

report  as  commander  Annapolis,  engagement,  Baraooa,  Cuba,  July  15, 1898  252 

engagement,  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  21,  1898 266 

Huse,  Lieut.  Harry  P., 

report  as  executive  officer  Gloucester,  action  with  Cervera's  fleet.  Julv  3. 

1898 '....:..:  541 

capture  of  Guauioa,  Porto  Rico,  July  25,  1898 642 

I. 

Indiana,  U.  8.  S., 

report  of  engagement,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eioo,  May  12, 1898 380 

Santiago,  July  2, 1898 456 
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Indiana,  U.  S.  S. — Continued.  Vage. 

report  of  action  with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3, 1898 530 

correspondenoe  betwesn  Admiral  Sampson  and  Captain  Taylor 533 

letter  of  Commander  Eaton,  of  Resolute 535 

report  of  convoying  troops  to  Cuba,  June,  1898 676 

Infanta  Maria  Teresa,  Spanish  cruiser, 

destroyed  oflf  Santiago  July  3, 1898 508 

condition  after  action  July  3, 1898 574 

reports  on  raising 595 

condition  of,  October  12, 1898 601 

abandonment  of,  at  sea 602 

Iowa,  U.  S.  3., 

report  of  engagement,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  13, 1898 370 

operations  May  20-31, 1898 418 

action  -with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3, 1898 537 

Irene,  German  man-of-war, 

interference  in  capture  of  Isla  Grande  by  Filipinos 110 

Isla  de  Ouba,  l^anisli  cruiser, 

destroyed  m  Manila  Bay... 71 

raised  and  docked 69 

Isla  de  Lmon,  Spanish  oruiser, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 71 

raised  and  docked 69 

Isla  de  Mindaiaao,  Spanish  transport, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 71 

Isle  of  Pines, 

blockade  July  26-August  5,  1898 282 

report  of  blockade  to  August  9,  1898 289 

J. 

Jaudenes,  Formire, 

notification  to,  of  proposed  assault  on  Manila 121 

Jos4  G-a/rcia,  Spanish  transport, 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898 285 

Jtmgen,  Lieut.  C.  W., 

report  as  commander  Wompatuok,  engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  June  30, 

1898 231 

cutting  cable,  Manzanillo  to  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 246 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18,1898 264 

K. 

Key  West,  Fla,, 

possession  of  cable  telegraph  office  ordered 25 

Key  West  Naoal  Station.    (See  Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla.) 

li. 

La4nme  Iilcmds, 

seizure  of,  by  the  Charleston,  June  21, 1898 151 

Lamberion,  Commander, 

appointed  to  command  the  Olympia 101 

Leary,  Capt.  B.  P., 

report    as   commander  San  Franoiseo,  firing  by  Morro  Castle,  Havana, 

August  12, 1898 301 

Leyden,  TT.S.S., 

report  of  engagement  Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,  July  21, 1898 277 

Lights, 

memorandum  (No.  10)  of  Admiral  Sampson,  May  24,  1898 471 

memorandum  (No.  15)  as  to  search  lights  at  Santiago,  June  8, 1898 486, 489 

memorandum  (No.  16)  as  to  search  lights,  June  11,  1898 490 

Lodge,  Senator  JS.  C., 

telegram  as  to  delays  of  convoy,  June  24, 1898 693 

Long,  John  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 

telegraphs  congratulations  to  Admiral  Dewey,  destruction  of  Spanish  fleet 

May  1,  1898 68 

mem«randnm  blockade  instructions  issued  by,  March  23, 1898 164 

confidential  instructions  to  North  Atlantic  Squadron  in  case  of  war 171 

Cervera's  fleet,  instructions  to  Harvard 360 

instructions  to  St.  Lome 362 

instructions  to  Admiral  Sampson 363 
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Long,  John  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Navy—  Continued.  Page. 

instructions  to  locate  Cervera's  fleet 365 

confidential  instructions  to  Admiral  Sampson,  May  6,  1898 367 

general  instructions  as  to  meeting  Cer vera's  fleet,  May  16,  1898 390 

orders  Commodore  Schley  to  remain  at  Santiago;  to  sink  collier  if  neces- 
sary, May  28, 1898  397 

telegraphs  congratulations  for  destrnction  of  Cervera's  fleet  July  3, 1898..      506 
letter  to  President  on  cooperation  of  naval  forces  with  landing  of  troops 

in  Cuba,  May  31, 1898 663 

Ludlow,  Capt.  Nieoll, 

report  as  commander  Terror,  engagement  San  Juan,  Porto  Rioo,  May  12, 

1898 375 

Luzon,  Philippine  Islands.     {See  Manila.) 

M. 

MeCalla,  Commander  B.  M., 

report  as  commander  Marblehead,  capture  of  Argonauto  and  action  at  Cien- 

fuegos,  Cuba,  April  29,  1898 184 

cutting  Cienfuegos  cables,  May  11,1898 186 

operations  May  19  to  June  1,1898 423 

McGullough,  XJ.  S.  Revenue  Gutter, 

report  of  action  in  Manila  Bay  May  1, 1898 88 

command  turned  over  to  Foley 102 

Maehias,  XJ.  S.  S., 

report  of  engagement  at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11,  1898 200 

Mohan,  Capt.  A.  T., 

service  on  Naval  War  Board 33 

Maine,  U.  S.  S., 

blown  up  in  Havana  Harbor  February  15,  1898 11 

list  of  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  died,  explosion  of 11 

list  of  crew  saved 13 

findings  of  United  States  Naval  Court  of  Inquiry  as  to  cause  of  destruction .  17 

of  Spanish  Naval  Board  of  Inquiry  as  to  cause  of  destruction 17 

we,  U.  S.  S., 

reports  of  action  with  two  gunboats  August  14,  1898 310 

Manila  Bay, 

preliminary  orders  to  fleet 65 

destruction  of  Spanish  fleet  in,  May  1,1898 68 

report  of  consul  on  the  battle  May  1, 1898 , 87 

Manila,  Philippine  Islands, 

siege  and  capture  of 97-120 

surrender  to  land  and  naval  forces  August  13, 1898 119 

notification  of  intended  attack  by  military  and  naval  forces 120 

occupation  demanded  by  insurgents 123 

refused  by  President 124 

commerce  renewed 124 

Manila,  Spanish  transport, 

captured  in  Manila  Bay 72 

Manouhia,  French  steamer, 

seized  July  25, 1898 280 

Manzanillo,  Cuba, 

engagement  June  30, 1898 227 

July  1,1898 "II."."."'.!.'.';;  233 

July  18, 1898 261 

bombardment  August  12,1898 „ , \[  301 

Marilehead,  V.  S.  S.,  " 

report  of  capture  of  Argonanto,  and  engagement  at  Cienfuegos,  Cuba,  April 

29, 1898 _  lg3 

operations  of  cutting  cables  at  Cienfuegos l.'.'."'.l  186 

report  of  wounded "'.".'".'.  199 

operations  May  19-31,1898 'I""  "[[[[[[[[[[[[  423 

Maria  Ponton,  Spanish  gunboat,  "" 

destroyed  at  Manzanillo  July  18, 1898 265 

Mariel,  Cuba, 

blockade  runner  destroyed  at,  July  5, 1898 2<{B 

Marietta,  U.  S.  S.,  

ordered  to  Callao,  Peru,  to  coal  Oregon 47 

secures  coal  for  Oregon  and  leaves  for  Valparaiso,  Chile I .'.'.'  48 

ordered  to  secure  coal  for  Oregon  at  Sandy  Point,  Patagonia "  49 
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Marietta,  U.  S.  5.— Continued.  P»ge- 

report  of  stay  at  Valparaiso 49 

at  Bahia;  condition  of  Niotheroy 52 

as  to  parting  from  the  Niotheroy 55 

run  from  San  Jose,  Guatemala,  to  Key  West 55 

congratulations  of  Department 56 

Marirte  Battalion, 

camp  at  Guantanamo  Bay 440,489 

sanitary  regulations 442 

Marines, 

occupation  of  Fonce,  Porto  Eico,  July  27,  1898 645 

Marix,  Lieut.  Commander  A., 

report  as  commander  Scorpion,  meeting  H.  B.  M.  S.  Talbot 213 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898 233 

Cape  Cruz  blockade,  June  30-July  5,  1898 243 

Manzanillo  blockade,  July  10-15,  1898 254 

July  11,  1898 261 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18,  1898 262 

summary  report  of  operations  of  Scorpion  during  hostilities 329 

Marquis  del  Duero,  Spanish  gunboat, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 71 

Martinique, 

dispatches  to  and  from  Sarvard  at  St.  Pierre,  locating  Cervera's  fleet 383 

Massachusetts,  TJ.  S.  S., 

ordered  to  Hampton  Roads,  March  17, 1898 25 

report  of  operations.  May  19-June  1, 1898 415 

engagement,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6, 1898 439 

action,  Santiago,  June  16, 1898 454 

action,  Santiago,  July  2, 1898 457 

operations,  Porto  Eico,  July  21- August  2, 1898 635 

Matanzas,  Cuba, 

shelling  of  Point  Gorda,  April  26, 1898 181 

Maugh  Point,  Cuba, 

camp  of  insurgents  at 294 

MaiweU,  Lieut.  W.  J., 

appointed  captain  of  the  port,  Ponce,  Porto  Eico 648 

commended 711 

Maynard,  Commander  W., 

report  as  commander  Nashville,  on  cutting  Cienfuegos  cables.  May  11, 1898.  193 

condition  at  Gibara,  Cuba,  July  27,  1897;  vessels  taken 280 

to  August  9,  1898 286 

August  21,  1898 312 

Mentz,  Lieut.  G.  W., 

report  as  executive  officer  Annapolis,  engagement  Baracoa,  Cuba,  July  15, 

1898  253 

Nipe  Bay,  Cuba,'  July  21,  1898!  .'."1 ".'".'." !"."'.."".""."!!  "'I '".'.'.'.'.'.  269 
Merriam,  Lieut.  G.  A., 

report  as  executive  officer  Dixie,  capture  of  Ponce,  Porto  Eico,  July  27, 1898 .  643 
Merrimac,  U.  S.  collier, 

sunk  at  Santiago  by  Asst.  Naval  Constructor  Hobson,  June  3,  1898 437 

Merritt,  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley, 

arrival  at  Manila 118 

joint  notice  of  intended  assault  on  Manila  by  military  and  naval  forces  .-  121 

demand  of  insurgents  for  joint  occupation  of  Manila  reported 123 

Merry,  Commander  J.  F., 

report  as  commander  Machias,  engagement  at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11, 1898.  20O 
Miles,  Maj.  Gen.  Nelson  A., 

communications  with  Admiral  Sampson,  surrender  of  Santiago 626 

Miller,  Bear-Admiral  J.  N., 

ordered  to  San  Francisco  April  19,1898 26 

commander  in  chief  Pacific  Station 42 

suggestions  to,  defense  of  Pacific  coast 135 

official  report  of  operations  of  Pacific  Squadron  July  1, 1897,  to  August  12, 

1898 141 

Hawaiian  annexation;  orders  from  Department  assigning  duty 144 

arrangements  for  raising  United  States  flag 145 

report  on  ceremonies  of  flag  raising 145 

Miner,  Lieut.  Ba/ndolph  H., 

report  on  defects  in  transporting  troops;  naval  reserve  proposed 137 
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Minneapolis,  U.  S.  S.,  Page. 

ordered  to  patrol  Eastern  coast  April  23,  1898 26 

to  watch  for  Cervera's  fleet  May  13,  1898 386 

to  Venezuelan  coast  May  15, 1898 389 

to  Santiago  de  Cuba  May  19, 1898 393 

Mole  St.  Nicholas,  Haiti, 

cutting  of  French  cable  off,  May  20,  1898 .,  211 

Monadnook,  U.  S.  S., 

departure  from  San  Francisco  to  Manila 108 

Monitors, 

inefficiency  stated  by  Admiral  Sampson 459 

Monterey,  TJ.  S.  S., 

departure  from  San  Francisco  for  Manila 107 

arrival  at  Honolulu 110 

arrival  at  Manila 118 

Montojo,  Spanish  Admiral, 

official  report  of  the  destruction  of  his  fleet,  Manila,  May  1,  1898 89 

Moser,  Commander  J.  F., 

scheme  for  defense  of  Pacific  coast  submitted  by 135 

MUller  y  T^eiro,  Josi, 

account  of  aflalrs  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  May  18  to  July  6, 1898 562 

N. 
Nankan,  steamer, 

purchased  by  Admiral  Dewey  April  6,1898 66 

Nashville,  U.  S.  S., 

operations  cutting  Cienfuegos  cables  May  11,  1898 193 

report  of  condition  at  Gtibara,  Cuba,  July  25,  1898;  vessels  seized 280 

to  August  9, 1898 286 

Naval  Base,  Key  West,  Fla., 

establishment  of.  Commodore  George  C.  Remey,  commanding 177 

telegrams  announcing  location  of  Cervera's  fleet ;  orders 385, 386,  388 

telegrams  and  orders  as  to  convoying  troops  to  Cuba 663,  665-675 

Naval  Frisoners  of  War, 

memorandum  as  to  disposition,  Spanish 701 

Naval  Reserve, 

suggestions  of  Lieutenant  Miner 140 

Naval  War  Board, 

formation  of 33 

considers  rendering  assistance  to  Oregon 52 

Navy, 

distribution  of  vessels.  North  Atlantic  Fleet 37 

report  of  relations  with  army  at  Santiago  from  landing  to  the  surrender  . .      615 
Navy  Department, 

correspondence  with  War  Department,  convoying  troops  to  Cuba,  May- 
June,  1898 662,663,664,666,667,671,673,679 

Cervera's  fleet,  telegrams  as  to  movements  of,  April  28,  29, 1898 359 

New  York, 

patrol  of  defensive  harbor  mine  fields 59 

ffew  York,  steamship.     (See  Harvard,  U.  S.  S.) 
New  York,  XJ.  8.  S., 

selected  aa  flag  ship  North  Atlantic  station 163 

report  of  commander,  shelling  Matanzas,  Point  Gorda,  Cuba,  April  26, 1898 .      181 

engagements,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12,  1898 878 

engagement,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6,  1898 438 

action,  Santiago,  June  16,  1898 453 

action,  Aguadores,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898 ".       455 

action,  Santiago,  July  2, 1898 '.       453 

action  with  Cervera's  fleet  July  3,  1898 520 

Newark,  U.  S.  S., 

reports  of  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  12,  1898 301 

Newcomb,  Frank  H.,  First  Lieutenant,  B.  0.  S., 

report  as  commander  Hudson,  engagement  at  Cardenas,  Cuba,  May  11, 1898.       203 
Nickels,  Lieutenant-Commander  John  A.  H., 

report  as  executive  officer  Ma/rUehead,  on  cutting  Cienfuegos  cables 189 

Nietheroy.    (See  Buffalo), 

voyage  with  the  Oregon  and  Marietta , 5X 
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mp«  Say,  Cnht,  ^"S^- 

engagement  July  21,  1898 266 

Nipe,  Spanish  tehooner, 

captured  July  29,  1898 284 

Norria,  Lieutenant- Commander  J.  A., 

report  as  executive  officer  Boston,  battle  in  Manila  Bay  May  1, 1898 84 

North  Atlantic  Fleet, 

under  command  of  Rear- Admiral  W.  T.  Sampson 38 

formation  of  Northern  Patrol  Squadron 37 

Flying  squadron 37 

Eastern  squadron .■ 37 

service  of  vessels  in 38 

Flying  squadron 41 

vessels  on  special  duty 41 

assignment  of  vessels  July  11,  1898 42 

preliminary  operations,  war  with  Spain — 

command  given  to  "W.  T.  Sampson ;  created  rear-admiral 163, 167, 174 

blockade  instructions 168 

instructions  of  April  6 171 

modifications  April  21 175 

assignment  of  two  commodores ;  duties 177 

colliers  ordered 178 

notifications  as  to  cables  and  sailing  of  Spanish  ships 178 

cables,  cutting  delayed 178 

capture  of  fishermen  directed 178 

circular  letters,  No.  1,  color  of  paint  ordered 165 

No.  2,  landing  unnecessary  stores 165 

No.  5,  night  picket  patrol  organized 166 

No.  7,  enlistments  authorized 166 

No.  30,  bands  to  be  painted  on  smoke  pipes 167 

No.  37,  equipment  of  torpedoes 167 

No. 38, instructions  as  to  "ships  papers" 168 

Squadron  General  Orders,  No.  6,  announcing  assignment  of  rank  of 

rear-admiral  to  commander-in-chief 167 

No.  7,  blockade  proclamation  distributed 167 

No.  10,  blockading  instructions 168 

prizes  captured  by  vessels  of - 316 

blockade  of  Cuba — 

Baracoa,  engagement  July  15,  1898 - 252 

blockade,  assignment  of  vessels  August  3, 1898 293 

distribution  of  ships  June  27,  1898 683 

reports  of  Commodore  HoweU,  July  17,  27,  1898 256 

Saguala  Grande 295 

withdrawn  August  14, 1898 315 

blockhouses  and  batteries  destroyed  by  Dixie 216 

cable  cutting,  Cienfuegos,  May  11,  1898 186 

at  Santiago,  May  18,  1898 208 

at  Guantanamo,  unsuccessful.  May  19, 1898 210 

off  Mole  St.  Nicholas,  May  20, 1898 211 

Santa  Cruz  to  Jucaro,  July  16, 1898 255 

Manzanillo  to  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur,  July  10,  1898 244 

Caibarien,  action  off,  August  14,  1898 310 

Cardenas,  engagement  of  May  11,1898 200 

Casilda  Harbor,  action,  June  20, 1898 217 

Cienfuegos,  engagement  at,  April  29,  1898 184 

engagement,  June  13, 1898 214 

Gibara,  condition  July  27, 1898 280 

condition  to  August  9, 1898 286 

condition  to  August  21, 1898 312 

Isle  of  Pines,  blockade,  July  26- August  5,  1898 282 

to  August  9, 1898 289 

Manzanillo,  engagement  June  30,1898 227 

engagement,  July  1,1898 233 

engagement,  July  18, 1898 261 

bombardment,  Aufust  12,1898 301 

Matanzas,  shelling  of  Point  Gorda,  April  27, 1898 181 

KipeBay,  engagement,  July  21, 1898 266 

Point  Mnlio,  engagement,  June  29, 1893 225 
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North  AtlauUo  Fleet — Continued.  Page, 
blockade  of  Cuba — Continued. 

Mariel,  blockade  runner,  destroyed  July  5, 1898 236 

Tunas,  engagement,  July  1-3, 1898 240 

vessels  captured,  Argonauto,  mail  steamer 182 

Expreso  de  Cfiiara  and  Gibara 281 

GoZKto,  schooner 242 

Hv/mberto  Bodrigwes,  San  Fernando,  and  Safi,  July  26,  1898 278 

ManouUa,  July  25, 1898 280 

Bestormel,  May  25,  1898 410 

vessel  destroyed,  Spanish  steamer  San  to  Dam  ingo 247 

Purissima  Goncepddn,  July  18, 1898 265 

blockade  of  Porto  Eioo — 

San  Juan,  engagement  of  St.  Paul  with  Terror,  June  19,  1898 220 

Cervera's  fleet  destroyed — 

preliminary  operations  to  locate 359 

reported  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  by  Commodore  Schley,  May  29, 1898 400 

Aguadores,  action,  July  1, 1898 455 

arrival  of  Admiral  Sampson,  June  1, 1898 402 

destruction,  July  3, 1898 505 

congratulations  from  President  and  Secretary 506 

report  of  Admiral  Sampson 1 506 

report  of  Commodore  Schley 517 

reports  of  vessels  engaged 520 

rescue  of  crews  of  destroyed  ships 548 

report  of  board  on  condition  of  Spanish  vessels 573 

report  of  board  to  plot  positions  of  vessels,  July  3,  1898 593 

reports  of  wrecking  operations 594 

Guantanamo,  fort  destroyed,  June  15, 1898 447 

Marine  Battalion  at  Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba 440 

Merrimae  sunk  to  obstruct  harbor  entrance,  June  3, 1898 437 

reconnoissances  Santiago,  May  30-31, 1898 427 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico,  attacked.  May  12, 1898 368 

Santiago  de  Cuba,  action  with  shore  batteries,  June  6,  1898 438 

action  of  June  16,  1898 448 

squadron  bulletin,  June  16,  1898 452 

action  July  2,  1898 456 

detailed  report  of  Admiral  Sampson  to  July  2,  1898 4.58 

general  reports  of  certain  vessels : 

Scorpion 329 

Sawanee 330 

Osceola 337 

Eamilton 340 

Alvarado 341 

Yankee 342 

Eagle 348 

operations  in  conjnnction  with  the  Army — 

attack  on  Aguadores,  July  1,  1898 607 

bombardment  of  Santiago,  July  2,  1898 807 

effect  of  shelling  by  naval  vessels 629 

operations  at  Porto  Bico  with  Army — 

Guanica  captured,  July  25, 1898 637 

Ponce  captured,  July  28, 1898 637 

operations  convoying  troops  to  Cuba — 

preliminary 661 

landing  of  troops 676 

chronological  record — 

April  22, 1898,  blockade  of  Cuban  ports  begun 175 

April 27, 1898, blockade  of  Cienfuegos  announced '".".".11" I"!"!  177 

shelling  of  Point  Gorda,  Matanzaa -!!!!"!!!!1"II  181 

April 28, 1898, oaptnre of  Argonauto ^-i^"'l"""!*  184 

April 29, 1898, en^gagement off  Cienfucgoa I"'/.."'.'." ".'.'.'.'.'.'.',"  185 

May  10, 1898, action  Cienfuegos, cutting  cables V.'.V.V.V,'.'.'.'.'.'.'.' ".'.'.'.  187 

May  11, 1&98, action  Cardenas '/.['.[".'. 200 

May  12, 1898,  attack  upon  San  Joan, Porto  Bioo .!.....!I1  , 368 

May  13, 1898, Flying  Squadron  sailed  from  Norfolk .V.. ...'.'.'.  385 

May  18, 1898,  action,  Santiago,  ontting  cables 209 

Flying  Squadron  arrived  at  Key  "West '. '.['.  392 

May  M,  1898,  action  Craantanamo 210 

Flying  Squadron  sailed  for  Cienfuegos..' '  393 

May  20, 1898,  cable  out  ofF  Mole  StNlcholas.....: '..'...'...'.  211 

May  21, 1898,  Flying  Squadron  arrived  at  CienAiegos 473 

May  26, 1898,  Flying  Squadron  arrived  at  Santiago 403 

May  29, 1898,  Cervera's  fleet  sighted  In  Santiago 400 
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May  31, 1898,  attack  on  Santiago 416 

Jnno  1, 1898,  Admiral  Sampson  arrived  at  Santiago 479 

June  3, 1898,  iferrimac  sunk  at  Santiago 437 

June  6, 1B08,  action  Santiago 438 

June  13, 1898,  action  Cienfuegos 214 

June  15, 1898,  action  Guantanamo 447 

June  18, 1898,  bombardment  of  Santiago 448 

June  17, 1898,  action  Cabanas  Bay 449 

June  22, 1898,  landing  of  Army 450 

June  24, 1898,  aotien  Manzanillo 216 

June  29, 1898,  engagement  with  Terror,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 1 220 

engagement  Eio  Hondo 226 

June  30, 1898,  engagement  Point  MuBo  and  Caailda 225 

action  Manzanillo 227 

July  1, 1898,  action  Manzanillo 233 

action  Aguadores 455 

July  2, 1898,  action  Port  Tunas 240 

action  Santiago 456 

July  3, 1898,  Cervera'e  fleet  destroyed 505 

July  10, 1898,  cable  cut  Santa  Cruz  del  Sur 245 

July  12, 1898,  armed  steamer  Santo  Domingo  destroyed 247 

July  14, 1898,  Santiago  surrendered 614 

July  IS,  1898,  engagement  Baracoa 252 

July  18, 1898,  engagement  Manzanillo 261 

July  21, 1898,  engagement  Nipe  Bay 266 

August  12, 1898,  attack  on  Manzanillo 302 

August  14, 1898,  action  Caibarien 310 

blockade  withdrawn 315 

Northern  Patrol  Squadron, 

formation  of^  Commodore  John  A.  Howell,  commanding 37 

duties  specified  by  Department 59 

supplementary  order  as  to  position  of  vessels 60 

O. 

ffLeary,  Atst.  Paymaster  Timothy  S,, 

assigned  temporarily  as  collector  of  customs,  Gibara,  Cuba 315 

Olympia,  U.  S.  S., 

ordered  to  remain  on  Asiatic  station,  February  26, 1898 23 

report  of  battle,  Manila  Bay,  May  1, 1898 .■ 73 

command  transferred  to  Commander  Lamberton  on  illness  of  Captain 

Gridley 101 

gon,  U.  S.  S., 

ordered  to  San  Francisco 47 

ordered  to  CaUao,  Peru 47 

command  assumed  by  Capt.  C.  E.  Clark 47 

arrival  at  CaUao 47 

stay  at  Callao 48 

ordered  to  Montevideo  or  Rio  de  Janeiro 48 

report  of  run  from  Callao  to  Rio  de  J  aneiro 49 

orders  at  Rio;  notified  of  declaration  of  war 50 

arrival  at  Bahia 51 

ordered  to  West  Indies 52 

consideration  of  assistance  to,  by  Naval  War  Board 52 

report  of  run  from  Rio  de  Janeiro ;  hospitable  treatment  in  Brazil 52 

arrival  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  Florida 54 

ordered  to  Key  West 54 

congratulations  of  Department,  and  acknowledgment 54 

report  of  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 526 

Osceola,  U.  S.  S., 

report  of  engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  1, 1898 234 

commendation  of  Admiral  Sampson 235 

report  of  engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18, 1898 265 

bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  August  12, 1898 306 

so  mmary  reports  of  operations  during  hostilities 337 

P. 

Padfie  Squadron, 

official  report  of  operations,  July  1,  1897,  to  August  12, 1898 141 

Padfio  Station, 

service  of  vessels  on;  Rear- Admiral  J.  N.  Miller,  commander  in  chief  ....  43 

Instmctions  to  Admiral  Miller,  defense  of  Pacific  coast 135 

ocdeis  relating  to  transport  City  of  Peking 137 
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Falo  Alto,  Cula,  Page- 
landing  of  troops  at,  Jnly  3,  1898 691 

Pa/reja,  Felix,  Spanish  General, 

intercepted  letter  from,  June  10, 1898 451 

Paris,  steamship.     (See  Tale,  U.  S.  S.) 

Peoria,  U.  S.  S., 

report  of  convoying  troops  to  Tunas  and  Palo  Alto,  Cuba 690 

Petrel,  U.  S.  S., 

report  of  battle  in  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 80 

Philip,  Capt.  J.  W., 

report  of  operations  of  Texas,  May  19-31, 1898 414 

report,  as  commander  Texas,  destruction  of  fort,  Gnantanamo,  Cuba,  June 

15,1898 447 

action -vrith  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 528 

FhiUppi/ne  Islands, 

attack  and  capture  of  Manila,  August  13,  1898 119 

decrees  of  Aguinaldo  as  president  of  the  revolutionary  republic Ill 

destruction  of  Spanish  fleet  in  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 68 

hostilities  of  insurgents  toward  Spainards  to  be  restrained 125 

occupation  of  Manila,  demand  of  insurgents 123 

proclamations  of  insurgent  leader,  Aguinaldo 104 

seizure  of  steamer  Abby  by  insurgents ;  recapture 126 

transportation  of  Spanish  priests  and  officials  recommended 125 

treatment  of  Spanish  prisoners  by  insurgents 125 

Pinar  del  Mo,  Cuba, 

report  on  troops  in.. 294 

Pluton,  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer, 

destroyed  off  Santiago,  Jnly  3,  1898 508 

condition  of,  after  action,  July  3, 1898 591 

Point  Muno,  Cuba, 

engagement  at,  June  29,  1898 i 225,226 

Fonoe,  Porto  Bico, 

capture  of,  July  27,  1898;  landing  of  army 637 

protest  against  release  of  prizes  taken  June  27,  1898,  at 647 

captain  of  the  port,  Lieut.  W.  J.  Maxwell,  appointed 648 

Port  Tunas,  Cuba, 

engagement,  July  1-3,  1898 240 

Porto  liico, 

attack  on  San  Juan,  May  12,1898 368 

reports  on  condition  in,  August,  1898,  by  Commander  Davis 646 

Potter,  Lieut,  Commander  W.  P., 

report  as  executive  officer  New  Tork,  shelling  of  Matanzas 182 

engagement,  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico,  May  12, 1898 379 

engagement,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  June  6, 1898 438 

action,  Aguadores,  Cuba,  July  1, 1898.. 455 

action,  Santiago,  July  2, 1898 456 

Prairie,  U.  S.  S., 

report  of  destroying  blockade  runner  at  Mariel,  Cuba,  July  5, 1898 236 

Precautionary  Measures, 

orders  from  Navy  Department,  January  to  April,  1898 21 

President  of  the  United  States, 

proclamation  announcing  declaration  of  war,  cabled  Admiral  Dewey 67 

letter  to,  on  cooperation  of  Navy  with  landing  of  troops.  May  31,  1898. ..  663 
telegraphs  congratulations  and  thanks  for  destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet, 

July  3,  1898 .'  506 

thanks  to  Admiral  Dewey  and  fleet  for  victory  at  Manila  Bay 69 

Priests,  Spanish, 

transportation  of,  from  Philippines  recommended 125 

Prisoners  of  War,  Naval, 

memorandum  as  to  disposition  of  Spanish 701 

Prizes, 

vessels  in  Manila  Harbor  at  surrender  held  not  to  be 124 

vessels  captured  by  North  Atlantic  fleet '. .."'/.  316 

protest  against  release  of,  taken  at  Ponce,  July  27, 1898 '.'.'.'.'.['.'.'.'..  647 

Purcell,  Lieut  J.  L.,  

report  as  commander  Osceola,  engagement,  ManzaniUo,  Cuba,  July  1, 1898.  234 

engagement,  Manzanillo,  July  18,  1898 265 

bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  August  12,  1898 306 

summary  reports  of  operations  of  Osceola  dviring  hostilities 337 
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Purissima  Concepti6n,  Spanish  supply  steamer,  Page- 
destroyed  at  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  18,  1898 265 

Furitan,  U.  S.  S., 

report  of  operationB,  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 650 

R. 

Saldgh,  XJ.  S.  S., 

report  of  battle,  Manila  Bay,  May  1,  1898 75 

Sapido,  Spanish  tug, 

captitred  in  Manila  Bay 71 

Bawson  Walker,  British  Consul  E.  S., 

valuable  assistance  of,  as  acting  United  States  consul  at  Manila 119 

Reina  Chrittina,  Spanish  cruiser, 

destroyed  in  Manila  Bay 68,69,71,72 

Seina  Mercedes,  Spanish  cruiser, 

destroyed  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  July  6,  1898 557 

Bemey,  Commodore  George  C, 

commauding  naval  base,  Key  West,  Fla 38 

Besolute,  U.  S.  S., 

reports  of  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  August  12,  1898 304 

operations,  July  3,  1898,  Santiago  de  Cuba 553 

Bestormel,  British  steamer, 

captured  by  St.  Paul  oflf  Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  25, 1898 410 

Bio  de  Janeiro, 

hospitable  treatment  of  Oregon  at 53 

Bio  Sondo,  Cuta, 

engagement  at  Point  Mufio,  June  29, 1898 225,226 

Bita,  Spanish  steamer, 

captured  by  TaleMajd,  1898 367 

Boath,  W.  D.,  Captain,  B.  C.  S., 

report  of  operations  of  Hamilton,  August  1-17,  1898 340 

Badgers,  Capt.  Fred., 

report  of  operations  of  Pwritan,  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 650 

Sogers,  Charles  C, 

report  as  executive  officer  Besolute,  bombardment  of  Manzanillo,  Cuba, 

August  12,  1898 305 

Booteoelt,  Assistant  Secretary  Theodore, 

service  on  Naval  War  Board - 33 

By  an,  Lieut.  T.  W., 

report  as  commander  Peoria,  convoying  troops  to  Tunas  and  Palo  Alto, 

Cuba 690 

S. 
Sail,  Spanish  vessel, 

seized  July  26, 1898 278 

Sagua  la  Grande,  Cuba, 

occupation  recommended  by  Capt.  H.  C.  Taylor 215 

reports  on  blockade  of 295 

St.  Louis,  U.  S.  S., 

reports  of  cutting  Santiago-Jamaica  cable,  May  18,  1898 208 

at  Guautanamo,  unsuccessful 210 

French  cable  to  Cuba,  off  Mole  St.  Niciolas,  May  20,  1898 211 

track  chart  Of  cable-cutting  cruise  submitted 212 

instructions  to  locate  Cervera's  fleet 362 

notified  of  Cervera's  fleet  off  Martinique,  May  13,  1898 384 

ordered  to  Santiago  de  Cuba,  May  20,  1898 393 

report  on  landing  troops  at  Baiquiri,  Cuba,  June  22,  1898 685 

St.  Paul,  U.  S.  S., 

ordered  to  watch  for  Cervera's  fleet.  May  13. 1898 386 

to  Key  West,  May  14, 1898 ! 388 

to  Cape  Haitien,  May  19, 1898 393 

reports  of  operations,  May  17-31,  1898 410 

operations,  July  14r-16,  1898 691 

engagement  with  Spanish  Terror  off  San  Juan,  Porto  Eico 220 

capture  of  Bestormel 410 

Sampson,  Capt.  William  T., 

commander  in  chief  North  Atlantic  Fleet 38 

order  annooncing  assuming  command  of  North  Atlantic  Station 163 

assumed  command  of  North  Atlantic  Station 163 
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(Sampson,  Bear-Admiral  W.  T.,  Page. 

announces  assuming  rank  of  rear-admiral 167 

general  report  June  16-22,  1898;  aid  to  Cubans;  landing  United  States 

troops 448 

detailed  report  of  operations  in  support  of  army  at  Santiago 615 

detailed  report  of  operations  ending  in  destruojiion  of  Cervera's  fleet 458 

preliminary  orders,  etc.,  to  June  1,  1898  .  ..i. 458-479 

blockade  of  Cienfuegos  ordered 464 

blockade  of  Santiago  de  Cuba 466 

■watching  for  Spanish  fleet 470 

assumes  command  at  Santiago,  June  1,  1898 479 

orders  of  battle  and  memoranda  of  blockade 481 

actions  at  Guantanamo,  marine  force 491 

orders  assisting  landing  of  army,  June  22, 1898 497 

bombardments  in  connection  with  troops,  July  1-2, 1898 503 

advice  of  Department  to  assemble  fleet  at  Santiago,  May  19,  1898 393 

announces  ports  blockaded 174 

blockade  instructions  issued  by 168 

blockade  of  Cienfuegos 177 

announces  assembling  of  squadron  at  Cienfuegos,  May  20, 1898 394 

calls  attention  of  board  to  consider  promotions  to  cases  of  certain  officers.  557 

Cervera's  fleet ;  telegrams  as  to  movements  of,  April  13-21, 1898 359 

general  instructions  of  Department  as  to 363 

telegrams  to  meet 366 

asks  permission  to  attack  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico 367 

notified  of  Cervera's  fleet  ofif  Martinique,  May  13, 1898 385 

notified  of  Cervera's  fleet  off  Curasao,  May  14,  1898 ;  ordered  to  Key 

West 387 

general  Department  instructions  as  to  Cervera's  fleet.  May  16, 1898 390 

commends  cable  cutting  by  Captain  Goodrich 213 

correspondence  with  Captain  Taylor  as  to  Indiana's  part  in  destroying 

Cervera's  fleet ." 533 

Plying  Sqiiadron  assigned  to  command  of.  May  24, 1898 394 

condition  of  fleet  reported  by  Department;  blockade  of  Santiago  sug- 
gested. May  28, 1898 398 

general  instructions  to.  May  6, 1898,  confidential 367 

instructions  feom  Dejjartment  as  to  blockade 175 

orders  board  to  examine  condition  of  Spanish  vessels 573 

operations  with  General  Shafter  for  capture  of  Santiago 607 

report,  August  4, 1898,  as  to  asssistance  of  Navy  in  effecting  surrender 

of  Santiago 630 

orders  and  telegrams  as  to  convoying  troops  to  Cuba 662-671  675 

recommends  vigorous  operations  against  Havana  in  case  of  war 172 

report  of  shelling  Matanzas,  April  21, 1898 181 

capture  of  mail  steamer  Argonauto,  April  29, 1898 182 

attack  on  San  Juan,  Porto  Kico,  May  12,1898 368 

sinking  of  Merrimao  to  obstruct  Santiago  Harbor,  June  3,  1898 437 

commending  Lieutenant  Blue's  trips  in  Spanish  lines  for  information.  443 

destruction  of  Meina  Mercedes,  July  6, 1898 557 

Santiago  blockade  ordered;  coal  sent  to  Commodore  Schley,  May  28, 1898.  398 

blockade  proposed.  May  29, 1898 '. [  399 

directed  to  proceed  to  Santiago,  May  29, 1898 399  400 

leaves  Key  West,  May  29, 1898 '"...     '401 

reports  arrival  at  Santiago,  June  1, 1898 '...'.'. .'.'.'.  402 

report  on  landing  troops;  distribution  of  blockading  ships,  June  2V', 

1898 _'  gg3 

destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 '.'.'.'.'.'.  506 

orders  and  instructions  issued,  June  2-21, 1898 '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  511 

telegraphs  destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 '...'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.  505 

San  Fernando,  Spanish  vessel, 

seized,  July  26, 1898 278 

San  Francisco,  U.S. S., 

ordered  to  New  Yorlc,  March  14,1898 25 

report  of  firing  by  Morro  Castle,  Havana,  August  12, 1898 '.  301 

San  Juan,  Porto  Rico, 

attack  on,  by  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  May  12, 1898 368  160 

engagement  of  U.  S.  8.  St.  Paul  and  Spanish  torpedo-boat  destroyer  Terror.    '  220 

increased  blockading  force  recommended 224 

Santiago  de  Cuba, 

account  of  Cervera's  fleet,  etc.,  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  by  Josfi  MiiUer  y 

Tejeiro 562 
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Santiago  de  Cwia— Continued.  I'^S*- 

action,  June  16,  1898 *53 

Jnly2,  1898 456 

arrival  of  Admiral  Sampson  and  fleet,  June  1,  1898 479 

blockade  by  Flying  Squadron  ordered.  May  27,  1898 398,  475 

bombardment  by  Navy  in  support  of  Army 607 

cable  to  Jamaica  cut,  May  18,  1898 208 

cooperation  of  Navy  with  Army  up  to  surrender 607 

effect  of  bombardment  by  fleet 629 

instructions  by  Admiral  Sampson  for  obstructing  harbor 476 

memorandum  (No.  13)  as  to  blockade  order  June  7, 1898 485 

memorandum  (No.  20)  as  to  blockade,  June  15,  1898 493 

orders  assembling  North  Atlantic  Squadron  at 393 

to  Flying  Squadron  for  blockade  of 466 

positions  of  ships  July  3,  1898 ;  report  of  naval  board 593 

recounoissances  of  Flying  Squadron,  May  30-31,  1898 427 

sailing  of  Admiral  Sampson  and  fleet  for,  May  23 470 

shipping  in  harbor  at  time  of  surrender ;  possession  of 627 

surrender ;  demand  on  Spanish  general 620 

terms  of  capitulation  signed  by  army  commissioners 627 

Santo  Domingo,  Spanish  steamer, 

destroyed  by  U.  S.  S.  £agZe,  July  12,1898 247 

Schley,  Commodore  W.  S., 

in  command  of  Flying  Squadron  to  June  21,1898 37 

second  North  Atlantic  Squadron,  June  21, 1898 38 

instructions  to  report  situation  at  Santiago,  May  25, 1898 395 

coaling  difficulties  reported,  May  28-29, 1898 397,  398 

ordered  to  positively  locate  Cervera's  fleet ;  coal  promised.  May  27, 1898 .  - .  397 

to  immediately  report  if  Cervera's  fleet  at  Santiago,  May  29, 1898 399 

to  remain  at  Santiago ;  to  sink  collier  at  harbor  mouth  if  necessary, 

May  28, 1898 397 

orders  of  May  29  and  30, 1898 401 

report  as  to  Cienfuegos,  May  24, 1898 395 

reports  Cristobal  Colon  and  Infanta  Maria  Teresa  at  Santiago,  May  29, 1898.  400 

Viecaya  in  port ;  coaling  fleet,  May  31,  1898 401 

operations  of  Flying  Squadron  May  19-30, 1898 402 

reconnoissance,  Santiago,  May  30, 1898 427 

May  31, 1898 428 

destruction  of  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3, 1898 517 

Sohofield,  Ensign  F.  M., 

cbmmended  for  bravery  by  commander  of  Hawk,  Lieutenant  Hood 238 

Schroeder,  Lieut.  Commander  Seaton, 

report  as  executive  officer  Massachusetts,  engagement,  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

June  6,  1898 439 

action,  Santiago,  June  16,  1898 454 

action,  Santiago,  July  2,  1898 457 

Scorpion,  XT.  S.  S., 

meeting  of  British  man-of-war  Talbot 213 

report  of  engagement,  Manzanillo,  Cuba,  July  1,  1898 233 

commendation  of  Admiral  Sampson 234 

report  of  blockade  at  Cape  Cruz,  Cuba,  June  30-July  5, 1898 243 

blockade,  Manzanillo,  July  10-15,  1898 254 

enga  gement,  Manzanillo,  July  18,  1898  . , 262 

summary  report  of  operations  during  hostilities 329 

Second  North  Atlantic  Squadron, 

nnder  command  of  Commodore  W.  S.  Schley 38 

iSppvsi  spirt jtiOP 

duty  of  Ensigns  W.  H.  Buck  and  H.  H.  Ward 33 

Shafter,  Maj.  Gen.  W.  B., 

arrangements  of  Admiral  Sampson  with,  for  capture  of  Santiago 608 

communications  between  Admiral  Sampson  and,  attack  on  Santiago  July 

1-2,  1898 503 

letter  as  to  articles  of  capitulation,  August  1,  1898 630 

Sharp,  jr.,  lAeut.  Alex., 

report  as  commander  Vixen,  action  with  Cervera's  fleet,  July  3,  1898 543 

Siboney,  Cuba, 

landing  of  troops  at 687 

Sicard,  Bear-Admiral  Montgomery, 

findings  of  court  of  inquiry  convened  by,  on  destruction  of  the  Maine  ...  17 

orders  for  general  quarters  and  practice,  February  28,  1898 163 

service  on  Naval  War  Board 33 

5898 47 
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bee,  Capt.  G.  D.,  Page. 

reoommeiids  increased  blockade  of  San  Juan,  Porto  Eioo 224 

report,  as  commander  St.  Paul,  engagement  with  Terror,  San  Juan,  Porto 
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